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The Conservation Pledge 

I give my pledge as an  

American to save and faith-
fully defend from waste, the 

natural resources of my 
country; the soil, the water, 

the air, the minerals, the 
plant life and the wildlife. 

This is my Pledge! 
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Since the COVID-19 
outbreak, Pennsylva-
nia state parks and 
forests have seen an 
increase in visitation 
as people seek out-
door recreation for 
physical and mental 
health benefits; and 
to experience and 
enjoy the natural sce-
nic beauty of these 
treasures. 

This increase in visit-
ation comes with en-
vironmental impacts. 

State forests are ex-
periencing higher in-
cidences of vandal-
ism and illegal activi-
ty, such as ATV rid-
ing on state forest 
roads, graffiti, dump-
ing of trash and 
waste, and removal 
and damage of 
gates. 

These illegal activi-
ties damage the envi-
ronment and take 
away from the natu-
ral experience and 

natural beauty that all 
forest users have the 
right to enjoy. 

Rangers and forest 
district staff are still 
actively patrolling 
during the COVID-19 
outbreak and will is-
sue citations and 
prosecute those who 
are engaged in illegal 
activity on state for-
est lands. 
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EPA Selects Eight Pennsylvania Projects to Receive $3.7 Million for 
Brownfields Cleanup and Assessment 
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Jack Walters—Conservation Chairman 

agency’s Brown-
fields program. 

“These grants will 
help communities in 
need transform con-
taminated sites into 
community assets 
that not only create 
jobs and jumpstart 
economic develop-
ment but also im-
prove public health 

The U.S. Environ-
mental Protection 
Agency (EPA) an-
nounced that eight 
Pennsylvania com-
munities have been 
selected to receive a 
total of $3.7 million 
to assess and clean 
up contaminated 
properties under the 

and the environ-
ment,” said EPA Re-
gional Administrator 
Cosmo Servidio. 
“These funds are 
going to areas that  
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You can help us in protecting and safe guarding your state forests. 

Information and tips from the public have led to many successful prosecutions. If you see any of 
these illegal activities in a state forest, please contact the state forest district office. 

If you have the ability to take a picture of the damage or activity without provoking or risking con-
frontation, please do so. In emergency circumstances, such as something involving a serious 
injury, please contact 911. 

Dumping or graffiti can also be reported to Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful, through the Illegal 
Dump Free PA website 

 

Source: PA DCNR 
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need them the most. Several of the selected recipients are receiving Brownfields grants for the 
first time or targeted to areas within Opportunity Zones.” 

The Pennsylvania Brownfields Grant recipients are: 

Beaver County, PA, Assessment Grant - $600,000: Assessment activities will focus on the City of 
Beaver Falls, and the Boroughs of Midland, Monaca and Rochester. Priority sites in these com-
munities are largely former steel factory sites and other blighted and polluted industrial spaces. 
The target areas of Beaver Falls and Midland contain Qualified Opportunity Zones 

Clearfield County Economic Development Corporation, PA, Cleanup Grant - $500,000: Grant 
funds will be used to clean up the Former Howes Leather site in Curwensville. The site operated 
as a tannery from the early 1900s until 2004 and is currently vacant. The site is contaminated 
with heavy metals co-mingled with petroleum products from two underground storage tanks that 
were removed in 1993. 

Earth Conservancy, Hanover Township, PA, Cleanup Grant - $500,000: Grant funds will be used 
to clean up Segment F of the Espy Run in Hanover Township. The 2.4-mile Espy Run flows 
through land that had been used for anthracite mining. 

Greenville, PA, Assessment Grant - $600,000: Community-wide grant funds will be used to in-
ventory and prioritize sites and conduct environmental site assessments. Grant funds also will be 
used to develop five cleanup plans and support reuse planning. Assessment activities will focus 
on the Greenville Borough and the adjacent Townships of Delaware, Hempfield and Pymatuning. 

Johnstown, PA Assessment Grant - $600,000: Grant funds will be used to select priority sites 
and conduct 19 environmental site assessments. Grant funds also will be used to develop three 
cleanup plans, develop an area-wide plan for the Cambria Iron/Center for Metal Arts site. As-
sessment activities will focus on 11 former steel and industrial sites within Johnstown and Cam-
bria County, all of which are located in Qualified Opportunity Zones 

Montgomery County Redevelopment Authority, Assessment Grant - $300,000: Assessment ac-
tivities will focus on two areas — the Keystone Employment and Economic Plan (KEEP) Project 
Site and the Town Core Sites area — within the Borough of Pottstown, which has three Qualified 
Opportunity Zones. The 255-acre KEEP Project Site consists of 13 abandoned and underutilized 
commercial and industrial properties. The Town Core Sites area also includes multiple aban-
doned, vacant or underutilized parcels located near the Schuylkill River. 

Oil Region Alliance of Business, Industry and Tourism, Emlenton, Parker, and Foxburg, PA, As-
sessment Grant - $300,000: Assessment activities will target the Towns of Emlenton, Parker and 
Foxburg. Priority sites include the Quaker State Refinery, the Former Fuchs Lubricants Facility, 
the Shoup Trucking Yard, and the Parkers Landing Outfitter Property. 

                                                          (continued on page 4) 
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Philadelphia Authority for Industrial Development, Assessment Grant - $300,000: Assessment ac-
tivities will focus on the 3,700-acre Lower Schuykill district in south and southwest Philadelphia, 
which has experienced several manufacturing closures and comprises 68 percent of the city’s va-
cant and underutilized industrial land. This district is also home to 

“Thank you to the EPA and the Trump Administration for recognizing Greenville’s need for sup-
port in the effort to clean up Trinity North and South, said Congressman Mike Kelly (PA-16). “As 
we look to rebuild our economy, this grant will put our friends and neighbors back to work and en-
courage investment in our communities.”   

“Today I am pleased to announce that the EPA has awarded a Brownfields Assessment Coalition 
Grant to Johnstown and Cambria County, which is great news for our community,” said Congress-
man Dr. John Joyce (PA-13).  “This $600,000 grant will assist in redeveloping former steel and 
industrial sites in Johnstown and Cambria County, welcoming new economic development into 
our region. As this project moves forward, I look forward to continuing to work with the Trump Ad-
ministration and community leaders to invest resources in Johnstown.”  

Nationwide, 151 communities are selected to receive grant awards totaling over $65.6 million. in 
EPA brownfields funding through the Assessment, Revolving Loan Fund and Cleanup Grant Pro-
grams. These funds will aid under-served and economically disadvantaged communities, includ-
ing neighborhoods located in Opportunity Zones, in assessing and cleaning up abandoned indus-
trial and commercial properties. An Opportunity Zone is an economically distressed community 
where new investment, under certain conditions, may be eligible for preferential tax treatment. 

“Grants from the EPA’s Brownfields and Land Revitalization Program are a valuable tool to en-
sure land in many rural communities remains safe, habitable, and cultivatable,” said Congress-
man, Glenn ‘GT’ Thompson (PA-15.).  “I’m pleased to see that the EPA has invested in Pennsyl-
vania’s 15th Congressional District, with grants in both Clearfield County as well as the historic Oil 
Region. These funds will help ready the land for economic and recreational opportunities in the 
future, and they are well deserved.”   

 “We know this type of funding is sorely needed in northeastern Pennsylvania,” said Congress-
man Matt Cartwright (PA-08).  “This not only helps clean up the environment, but also allows 
these properties to be used for future economic development and supporting the local econo-
mies.” 

“I am delighted to announce this much needed investment from the EPA into the cleanup of these 
abandoned industrial sites in the district,” said Congresswoman Madeleine Dean (PA-04). “This 
project will launch the environmental cleanup of neglected properties and boost the revitalization 
efforts that have been ongoing in Pottstown.” 

                                                           (continued on page 5) 
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Grants awarded by EPA’s Brownfields Program provide communities across the country with 
an opportunity to transform contaminated sites into community assets that attract jobs and 
achieve broader economic development outcomes, while taking advantage of existing infra-
structure. For example, brownfields grants are shown to: 

Increase Local Tax Revenue: A study of 48 brownfields sites found that an estimated $29 mil-
lion to $97 million in additional local tax revenue was generated in a single year after cleanup. 
This is two to seven times more than the $12.4 million EPA contributed to the cleanup of these 
sites. 

  

Increase Residential Property Values: Another study found that property values of homes near 
revitalized brownfields sites increased between 5 and 15 percent following cleanup. 

Background 

A brownfield is a property for which the expansion, redevelopment, or reuse may be complicat-
ed by the presence or potential presence of a hazardous substance, pollutant, or contaminant. 
There are estimated to be more than 450,000 brownfields in the United States.  EPA’s Brown-
fields Program began in 1995 and has provided nearly $1.6 billion in brownfield grants to as-
sess and clean up contaminated properties and return blighted properties to productive reuse. 
To date, brownfields investments have leveraged more than $31 billion in cleanup and rede-
velopment. Over the years, the relatively small investment of federal funding leveraged more 
than 160,000 jobs from both public and private sources, 

List of the FY 2020 applicants selected for funding: 
https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/applicants-selected-fy-2020-brownfields-assessment-
revolving-loan-fund-and-cleanup-0 

For more on the brownfields grants: https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/types-brownfields-grant-
funding 

For more on EPA’s Brownfields Program: https://www.epa.gov/brownfields 

For more information about EPA’s role in Opportunity Zones: https://www.epa.gov/opportunity-

zones 

For information on the studies related to the Brownfields Program’s environmental and eco-
nomic benefits: https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/brownfields-program-environmental-and-

economic-benefits 

 

                                                           (continued on page 6) 
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EPA Mid-Atlantic Region’s mission is to protect human health and the environment for Delaware, 
District of Columbia Maryland, Pennsylvania, Virginia, West Virginia and seven federally recog-
nized tribes.  Meeting the diverse environmental challenges of a Region with the nation’s largest 
estuary, rural expanses and major cities and agricultural centers, EPA Mid-Atlantic’s successes 
are shouldered by the dedication and talents of its employees and the strong relationships it has 
fostered with partners in its states and communities.  For more information, visit: 
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2020-02/documents/r3_digital-final-mid-atlantic-yir-
report-2019pdf 

Follow EPA Region 3 on Twitter at https://twitter.com/eparegion3 and visit our Facebook page, 
at http://www.facebook.com/EPAregion3/  

Source: The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
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By: DCNR 

As Pennsylvania slowly begins to reopen certain areas of the state, you might be wondering 
what that means for Pennsylvania state parks and forests. 

Just like the phased reopening of the counties in the state, DCNR is implementing a phased 
reopening of state park and forest facilities to ensure that Pennsylvanians have opportunities 
to safely enjoy outdoor recreation. 

DCNR recognizes the importance parks and forests have in maintaining an individual’s physi-
cal and mental health; and, as the weather turns warmer, even greater numbers of people will 
be looking for opportunities to be outdoors. 

The reopening of state park and forest facilities involves bringing staff back on to work in 
parks and forests, making sure staff have the proper personal protective equipment, making 
sure we have the cleaning supplies to keep our facilities safe, and the normal procedures for 
getting facilities that have been closed over the winter set up to be used by the public. 

DCNR is following Governor Wolf’s plan and process for reopening Pennsylvania. The plan 
uses the colors of red, yellow, and green to outline the restrictions in place for that county. 
The red phase has the most restrictions, which are let up as counties move to yellow and 
green. 

What Facilities Are Opening? 

Regardless of any county color designation, all state parks and forests will now have at least 
one restroom in day use areas and in marinas statewide open to the public. Additional clean-
ing protocols are in place to help protect park and forest visitors. 

In addition, the public can still access DCNR trails, lakes, rivers, streams, forests, roads, and 
parking areas statewide for recreation. 

All nine marinas in state parks were authorized to open on May 8 or their typical opening date. 
This is in addition to the opening of shoreline mooring sites at all state parks. 

Boat concessions (which are privately operated) in red counties will remain closed. Boat con-
cessions in yellow counties are permitted to be open, but in many cases are not. 

Call the state park directly for more information about marinas and boat concessions. 

The three public golf courses in Caledonia and Evansburg state parks and Michaux State For-
est are authorized to be open to the public. These golf courses are also operated by private 
concessions. 

                                                      (continued on page 8) 
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In counties that are designated yellow, park offices and camping will begin to open. Depending 
on when a county is designated as yellow determines when these facilities will open. 

The 24 counties first announced as yellow will open park and forest district offices and tent and 
RV camping on Friday, May 15. Facilities such as cabins, cottages, lodges, and yurts will open 
June 12. 

The Nature Inn at Bald Eagle State Park will also open May 15. 

The 13 additional counties announced as yellow will open park and forest offices on May 22. 
Tent and RV camping also will be open May 22. 

Facilities such as cabins, cottages, lodges, and yurts in this second round of announced yellow 
counties will open June 12. 

Campsites and cabins should only be used by members living in the same household as part of 
COVID-19 mitigation efforts. 

What Facilities are Still Closed? 

Facilities such as offices and camping sites will continue to be closed in counties that are desig-
nated as red. 

Swimming beaches and pools will be closed statewide until at least June 6. 

All picnic pavilions, playgrounds, nature play areas, visitor center exhibit halls, amphitheaters, 
and group camping facilities statewide will remain closed indefinitely. 

All programs, events, and large gatherings at state parks and forests in counties that are desig-
nated red are cancelled through June 15. 

Based on availability, organizers will have the option to reschedule later in the year. No new 
reservations for these activities are being taken. 

In counties designated yellow, any events with more than 25 people will be cancelled. If the 
event is under 25 people and outdoors it will be allowed to occur, however any indoor events 
will be cancelled. 

In the Know Before You Go 

Knowing what’s open and what’s closed within state parks can be a challenge, especially as 
counties are moved from one color to another. 

To learn what facilities are open or closed within state parks and forests, check the DCNR inter-
active online facility map. 

                                                         (continued on page 9) 



REOPENING PENNSYLVANIA STATE PARK AND FOREST FACILITIES 

(continued) 

PAGE 9 CONSERVATION COMMITTEE REPORT VOLUME 22 ISSUE 3 

By clicking on a county, users can see what state parks or forests are within that county and 
what facilities under each park and forest are open or closed -- or when they are expected to 
open. 

Even though the number of new COVID-19 cases is slowing, state park and forest visitors are 
encouraged to take precautions to protect themselves and others. 

People who live in areas still under stay-at-home orders should not travel long distances for 
outdoor recreation, and instead should look for opportunities close to home. 

Pennsylvania has 6,000 local parks and more than 12,000 miles of trails available (check first 
to make sure they are open, as some local parks are closed). 

Visitors can help keep state parks and forest lands safe by following these practices: 

Avoid crowded parking lots and trailheads 

Bring a bag and either carry out your trash or dispose of it properly 

Clean up after pets 

Avoid activities that put you at greater risk of injury, so you don’t require a trip to the emergency 
room 

To help avoid exposure to COVID-19 and protect others, and still enjoy the outdoors: 

Don’t hike or recreate in groups -- go with those under the same roof, and adhere to social dis-
tancing (stay 6 feet apart) 

Wear a mask 

Take hand sanitizer with you and use it regularly 

Avoid touching your face, eyes, and nose 

Cover your nose and mouth when coughing and sneezing with a tissue or flexed elbow 

If you are sick, stay home 

We appreciate everyone’s patience as we work to provide services that keep our staff and visi-
tors safe. 

For more COVID-19 updates from DCNR, please visit the alerts section of the DCNR website. 
Be considerate and stay safe. We’re all in this together! 
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The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency announced that Lea Wang, a sophomore at Council 
Rock High School in Holland, Pennsylvania, is the 2019 winner of a President’s Environmental 
Youth Award (PEYA) for EPA’s Mid-Atlantic Region. The Mid-Atlantic Region includes Pennsyl-
vania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, West Virginia and the District of Columbia. 

“Lea’s incredible work demonstrates a true commitment to learning and to protecting natural re-
sources,” said EPA Mid-Atlantic Regional Administrator Cosmo Servidio. “She and all stu-
dents who participated in the PEYA program show that we have some bright minds to take on 
our future environmental challenges.”   

Wang received the award for her work on the Teen Research and Education in Environmental 
Science (TREES) program where she participated in a study using charcoal filters to remove po-
tentially harmful antibiotics during a wastewater treatment process. 

“I’d like to thank the EPA for having a program like this that allows me and other students to pre-
sent what we are learning,” said Wang. “The PEYA program helped open my mind and expand 
my thinking on problems we were being taught in the classroom.” 

Antibiotics from human and animal consumption have increasingly polluted drinking water, ena-
bling bacteria and fungi to develop resistance. However, many wastewater treatment facilities do 
not employ existing remediation technologies because of high costs, so an effective, economical 
filtration option is needed. The TREES study investigated the efficacy of the repeated use of rel-
atively inexpensive activated charcoal in filtering a common amoxicillin-class antibiotic from wa-
ter. 

The TREES program, funded by the National Institutes of Health, provided Wang an opportunity 
to work on independent research projects with high school mentors and graduate students. She 
also visited local wastewater treatment plants prior to her experimentation to learn about the 
treatment process from professionals in the field.  

Wang was among 35 students who worked as a team or individually on 13 projects receiving 
PEYA awards. Their stewardship projects, conducted in 2019, display a commitment to learning, 
to protecting natural resources, and to engaging their communities in environmental protection. 

Background 

Since the establishment of the original Environmental Education Act of 1970, The President’s 
PEYA program has recognized outstanding community-level environmental projects by K-12 
youth for almost 50 years. Today, as part of the National Environmental Education Act of 1990, 
PEYA continues to promote awareness of natural resources and encourages positive communi-
ty involvement.  Each year, PEYA honors a wide-variety of local-level projects developed by stu-
dents, school classes, summer camp attendees and youth organizations to promote engage-
ment in environmental stewardship and protection. Students in all 50 states and U.S. territories 
are invited to participate in the program. 
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For more information on PEYA and for a list of all winners, visit: 
https://www.epa.gov/education/presidents-environmental-youth-award-peya-winners 

-------------- 

EPA Mid-Atlantic Region’s mission is to protect human health and the environment for Delaware, 
District of Columbia Maryland, Pennsylvania, Virginia, West Virginia and seven federally recog-
nized tribes.  Meeting the diverse environmental challenges of a Region with the nation’s largest 
estuary, rural expanses and major cities and agricultural centers, EPA Mid-Atlantic’s successes 
are shouldered by the dedication and talents of its employees and the strong relationships it has 
fostered with partners in its states and communities.  For more information, visit: 
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2020-02/documents/r3_digital-final-mid-atlantic-yir-
report-2019.pdf 

Follow EPA Region 3 on Twitter at https://twitter.com/eparegion3 and visit our Facebook page, 
at http://www.facebook.com/EPAregion3/  

Source: The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
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In conjunction with the 50th anniversary of Earth Day, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) awarded $920,000 today to replace 47 older diesel school buses in Pennsylvania. The 
funds are among $11.5 million going to replace 580 older diesel school buses in 157 school bus 
fleets in 43 states and Puerto Rico, each of which will receive rebates through EPA’s Diesel 
Emissions Reduction Act (DERA) funding. The new buses will reduce pollutants that are linked 
to health problems such as asthma and lung damage. In Pennsylvania, the funds are going to: 

· Berks County Intermediate unit ($90,000) 

· F & S Transportation Inc. which services City of York School District ($20,000) 

· Miller Motor Company which services Windber Area School District ($40,000) 

· Miller Reese Bus Company which services Penn Valley School District ($20,000) 

· Mlaker LLC which services Ferndale Area School Distrct ($80,000) 

· Monark Student Transport Corp. which services Union City School District ($80,000) 

· Neshaminy School District ($195,000) 

· Probst Business and Transportation which services Mid Valley School District ($55,000) 

· State College Area School District ($80,000) 

· Stroudsburg Area School District ($80,000) 

· Student Transportation of America which services Perkiomen Valley School District 
($180,000) 

“As we continue to celebrate Earth Day’s 50th anniversary, EPA continues to be committed to 
providing communities access to rebates to improve and replace aging school buses that will im-
prove air quality across the country and provide children with a safe and healthy way to get to 
school," said EPA Administrator Andrew Wheeler. “While many fleets are currently off the 
road as we all social distance during COVID-19, these local school districts will start up again, 
and EPA is proud to have helped equip them with cleaner running buses.” 

 “With all the challenges our public schools face, DERA helps school districts replace their old 
school buses with new ones that are more cost-effective and meet standards for reduced emis-
sions which means cleaner air,” said EPA Mid-Atlantic Regional Administrator Cosmo 
Servidio. “This 50th Earth Day is a great opportunity to highlight how this program has been a 
boon for both local taxpayers and the environment.” 

Applicants replacing buses with engine model years 2006 and older will receive rebates between 
$15,000 and $20,000 per bus, depending on the size of the bus. 

EPA has implemented standards to make newer diesel engines more than 90 percent cleaner, 
but many older diesel school buses are still operating. These older diesel engines emit large 
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amounts of pollutants such as nitrogen oxides and particulate matter, which are linked to in-
stances of aggravated asthma, lung damage and other serious health problems.  

Since 2008, the DERA program has funded more than 1,000 clean diesel projects across the 
country, reducing emissions in more than 70,000 engines. A comprehensive list of the 2020 DE-
RA school bus recipients can be found at www.epa.gov/dera/awarded-dera-rebates. 

For more information about the DERA program, visit www.epa.gov/cleandiesel 

Source: , the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
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The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced the 2019 winners of the National 
WasteWise Awards this month. The City of Chesapeake Garage, in Chesapeake, Virginia, was 
recognized as Local Government Partner of the Year. 

In 2018, EPA’s WasteWise partners, including recent award winners, collectively reported pre-
venting and diverting more than 1.9 million tons of municipal solid waste that would otherwise be 
disposed in landfills or incinerated, saving close to $100 million dollars in landfill tipping fees. 

The City of Chesapeake’s Central Fleet Management Department is setting an example for prac-
ticing environmental stewardship in a city. They carefully track waste oil, antifreeze, used oil/fuel 
filters, tires, solvents, aerosol cans, scrapped metal, recycled paper and cardboard. 

In 2018, Chesapeake Garage placed additional emphasis and training on environmental stew-
ardship. These efforts increased participation by the workforce in recycling, resulting in saving 
113,800 pounds of paper/cardboard and 106,436 pounds of scrapped metal and saving $9,000 
in revenue. 

“As we continue to celebrate the 50th anniversary of Earth Day, it is fitting to highlight these 
WasteWise partners for their dedication to waste reduction, environmental stewardship and sus-
tainable materials management,” said EPA Administrator Andrew Wheeler. “These efforts not 
only provide environmental and cost savings benefits, but they also increase the efficiency of 
these businesses and organizations, positioning them for greater success.” 

EPA’s WasteWise program encourages organizations and businesses to achieve sustainability 
in their practices and reduce select industrial wastes. Participants in the program work to prevent 
and divert waste that would otherwise be disposed of in landfills or incinerated. 

“WasteWise winners demonstrate outstanding leadership in sustainability, waste reduction, di-
version and environmental stewardship,” said EPA Mid-Atlantic Regional Administrator Cos-
mo Servidio. “Sustainability-focused organizations like the Chesapeake Garage increase 
awareness and knowledge about reducing waste and provide examples and inspiration for other 
organizations to take responsible actions toward a sustainable future.” 

Every year, EPA recognizes WasteWise partners in various categories who report the best over-
all improvement in waste prevention and recycling activities, when compared to the previous 
year. The complete list of national award winners for work conducted in 2019 are: 

The 2019 National Award Winners: 

College/University Category 

Partner of the Year: Central Michigan University, Mount Pleasant, Michigan 

  

Local Government Category 

Partner of the Year: City of Chesapeake Garage, Chesapeake, Virginia 
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Honorable Mention: Sand Creek Station Golf Course, Newton, Kansas 

  

Tribal Government Category 

Partner of the Year: Chumash Casino Resort, Santa Ynez, California 

  

Non-profit Organization Category 

Partner of the Year: Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center, Boston Massachusetts 

  

Small Business Category 

Partner of the Year: Ravitz Family Markets, Price Rite Supermarkets, Inc., Camden, New Jersey 

Honorable Mention: Home Market Foods, Norwood, Massachusetts 

  

Large Business Category 

Partner of the Year: Rooms to Go, Seffner, Florida 

Honorable Mention: Peace Dining Corporation, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

  

Very Large Business Category 

Partner of the Year: CenturyLink Field, Seattle, Washington 

Honorable Mention: L Brands, Inc., Columbus, Ohio 

More information about each winner’s efforts and results, is available at: 
https://www.epa.gov/smm/wastewise#AwardsandAwardWinners 

Background 

The WasteWise program is part of EPA’s Sustainable Materials Management efforts that pro-
mote the use and reuse of materials more productively over their entire life cycles. All U.S. busi-
nesses, governments, academic institutions and non-profit organizations can join WasteWise as 
a partner, an endorser or both. Partners demonstrate how they reduce waste, practice environ-
mental stewardship and incorporate sustainable materials management into their waste man-
agement practices. Endorsers promote enrollment in WasteWise as part of a comprehensive ap-
proach to help their stakeholders realize the economic benefits to reducing waste. For more in-
formation, visit: https://www.epa.gov/smm/wastewise 
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Learn more about the 2019 WasteWise National Award winners and the 2019 Regional Award 
winners 

---------- 

EPA Mid-Atlantic Region’s mission is to protect human health and the environment for Delaware, 
District of Columbia Maryland, Pennsylvania, Virginia, West Virginia and seven federally recog-
nized tribes.  Meeting the diverse environmental challenges of a Region with the nation’s largest 
estuary, rural expanses and major cities and agricultural centers, EPA Mid-Atlantic’s successes 
are shouldered by the dedication and talents of its employees and the strong relationships it has 
fostered with partners in its states and communities.  For more information, visit: 
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2020-02/documents/r3_digital-final-mid-atlantic-yir-
report-2019.pdf 

  

Follow EPA Region 3 on Twitter at https://twitter.com/eparegion3 and visit our Facebook page, 
at http://www.facebook.com/EPAregion3/  

Source : The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 



Harrisburg, Pa., among communities receiving assistance  
for community revitalization, local food economy  
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The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), along with the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Agricultural Marketing Service, announced today that Harrisburg, Pennsylvania is among 16 
communities nationwide receiving assistance to boost economic opportunities for their local 
farmers, while promoting clean air, safe water, open space and healthy food choices. 

“The Trump Administration is committed to helping communities develop and strengthen their 
local food economy by investing in opportunity zones in often under privileged communities, 
some of which have been hard hit by the coronavirus outbreak,” said EPA Administrator An-
drew Wheeler. “Support for local food initiatives can improve access to fresh foods, support 
farmers, grow new businesses, keep Americans healthy and improve the environment.” 

In Harrisburg, the Redevelopment Authority is pursuing a recommendation from EPA’s brown-
fields program to introduce a food accelerator on a former brownfield site to educate the commu-
nity on urban food solutions, provide culinary job training, and better connect stores and restau-
rants to local growers. 

The assistance is provided through the Local Foods, Local Places (LFLP) program, a federal ini-
tiative that helps communities reinvest in existing neighborhoods and improve quality of life 
through the sustainable development of their local food economy. 

“The Redevelopment Authority of the City of Harrisburg is extremely honored to be a recipient of 
the Local Food and Local Places Technical Assistance award,” said George Payne, Projects 
Director for the Redevelopment Authority. “This resource will help a network of local urban 
produce developers, regional fresh food suppliers and community-based food outlets plan how 
best to circulate fresh food and produce especially in the South Allison Hill district of Harrisburg 
where this community based project is located.” 

“It is encouraging and rewarding to observe how partnership efforts like Local Foods, Local Plac-
es can inspire community-driven efforts in Harrisburg to protect air and water quality, preserve 
open space and farmland,” said EPA’s Mid Atlantic Regional Administrator Cosmo Servidio. 
“This project will also boost economic opportunities in central Pennsylvania for local farmers and 
businesses, improve access to healthy local food, and promote childhood wellness.” 

“The assistance will further neighborhood development, promote resident entrepreneurship and 
jobs centered around meeting food desert needs and address EPA’s goals for brownfield reme-
diation,” added Payne.  “The Authority has worked closely with the South Allison Hill Resident 
and Home Owners Association as well as the Community Action Agency centered in the neigh-
borhood to bring the need and request to the EPA and we are excited to be selected.” 

Nearly all communities selected include Opportunity Zones, in support of President Trump’s Ex-
ecutive Order 13853. 

The selected communities will get access to a team of federal, state, and regional agricultural, 
environmental, public health, architectural and economic development experts to help develop 
an action plan, set goals, and identify local assets that can support the local food economy and 
contribute to downtown and neighborhood revitalization. 
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For more information on LFLP, and a complete list of project summaries visit:  
http://www.epa.gov/smartgrowth/local-foods-local-places 

Source: The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), 

 



Valley Forge National Historical Park Wins 2020 Federal Facility Excellence in Site Reuse 
Award 
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The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced the winners of the third annual 
“National Federal Facility Excellence in Site Reuse” awards today. These awards recognize the 
innovative thinking and cooperation among federal agencies, states, tribes, local partners and 
developers that have led to noteworthy restoration and reuse of federal facility sites. 

This year, a National Park Service Site won the award for excellence in re-use of a federal facili-
ty which is not a Superfund site, for the work at the Valley Forge National Historical Park Site lo-
cated in Montgomery County and Chester County, Pennsylvania. The National Park Service is 
part of the U.S. Department of the Interior. 

The Valley Forge Asbestos Release Site is a 112-acre area located in the center of the Valley 
Forge National Historical Park. The area was contaminated by activities of an asbestos insula-
tion manufacturing plant that formerly operated on the property. In 2017, the National Park Ser-
vice completed a long-term remedial cleanup action to excavate contaminated soil and sediment 
so the site could be re-opened. Now, the park is back in business conserving and interpreting 
the land associated with the 1777-78 winter encampment of Gen. George Washington and the 
Continental Army. 

“By making the investment in environmental cleanup, the National Park Service has provided 
public access to a significant historical area in the center of the park’s forests, meadows and hik-
ing trails,” said EPA Mid-Atlantic Regional Administrator Cosmo Servidio. “This award rec-
ognizes the Park Service’s outstanding effort to help all Americans connect with this chapter in 
our history.” 

The Federal Facility Excellence in Site Reuse Awards cover four categories of federal facilities: 
(1) National Priorities List (NPL or Superfund) sites, (2) NPL Base Realignment and Closure 
(BRAC) sites, (3) non-NPL BRAC sites, and (4) non-NPL (superfund) sites. 

“This project is an excellent demonstration of the power of partnerships and the Park Service’s 
commitment to protect the important resources we hold in trust for park visitors,” said David Ve-
la, National Park Service Deputy Director. “We’re proud of being able to reopen these former-
ly impaired lands to over 2.4 million annual visitors--providing enhanced recreational opportuni-
ties, expanding bicycle commuter options, and improving visitor access with greener travel pat-
terns.” 

Background: 

EPA has ongoing cleanup and property transfer responsibilities at 174 federal facility NPL sites 
across the country, which are some of the largest and most complex sites within the Superfund 
program. The Trump Administration has made the Superfund program a top priority to advance 
the agency’s core mission of protecting human health and the environment. EPA’s Superfund 
Task Force is working to promote redevelopment and reuse of sites by encouraging investment 
in reuse outcomes. 

For more information about the award, please visit www.epa.gov/fedfac/2020-national-federal-
facility-excellence-site-reuse-awards 
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For more information about cleanups at federal facilities, please visit www.epa.gov/fedfac 

----------------- 

EPA Mid-Atlantic Region’s mission is to protect human health and the environment for Delaware, 
District of Columbia Maryland, Pennsylvania, Virginia, West Virginia and seven federally recog-
nized tribes.  Meeting the diverse environmental challenges of a Region with the nation’s largest 
estuary, rural expanses and major cities and agricultural centers, EPA Mid-Atlantic’s successes 
are shouldered by the dedication and talents of its employees and the strong relationships it has 
fostered with partners in its states and communities.  For more information, visit: 
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2020-02/documents/r3_digital-final-mid-atlantic-yir-
report-2019.pdf 

  

Follow EPA Region 3 on Twitter at https://twitter.com/eparegion3 and visit our Facebook page, 
at http://www.facebook.com/EPAregion3/  

Source: The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 



11 PA Fishing, Hunting Groups Urge Lawmakers To Oppose Freeze On Local Farm 
Conservation, Environmental Restoration Project Funding 
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Eleven major hunting and fishing groups in Pennsylvania have written to lawmakers opposing 
efforts to freeze state funding for county conservation districts, local farm conservation and envi-
ronmental restoration projects. 

The letter refers to legislation-- House Bill 1822-- passed by Republicans in the House last week 
freezing new grant commitments from the Conservation District Fund, Environmental Steward-
ship (Growing Greener) Fund, Keystone Recreation, Park and Conservation Fund, the Agricul-
tural Conservation Easement Purchase Fund and more. 

The bill is now in the Senate for consideration.  Read more here. 

The groups said in their letter-- “The hundreds of projects receiving grants from these special 
funds appear in every corner of the state, employ thousands of people, and enable non-profit 
organizations and volunteers to contribute to project delivery. 

“A single project may need the services of tree farms and plant nurseries, excavating crews, 
general contractors and require the purchase of building materials. 

“In the dire economic times we face, special funds, and the projects they enable, provide a life-
line to the workers and businesses in our hardest hit communities. 

“These funds are also a boon to the state’s $26.9 billion outdoor economy which employs 
390,000 Pennsylvanians.” 

“By placing a freeze on new project spending for an undetermined amount of time, thousands of 
jobs will be lost, clean drinking water and flood mitigation efforts will go uncompleted, and shov-
el-ready projects to improve our quality of life will sit idle.” 

The fishing and hunting groups include-- American Sportfishing Association; Ducks Unlim-
ited; Izaak Walton League of America; Quality Deer Management Association; Pennsylvania 
Chapter of Backcountry Hunters and Anglers; Pennsylvania Council of Trout Unlim-
ited; Pennsylvania Federation of Sportsmen and Conservationists; Pheasants Forever, Inc. and 
Quail Forever; Ruffed Grouse Society & American Woodcock Society; Theodore Roosevelt Con-
servation Partnership; and Trout Unlimited. 

 The groups join others like the PA Association of Conservation Districts, Lancaster Clean Water 
Partners, PA State Grange, PA Land Trust Association, PA Recreation & Park Society, PA 
Parks & Forests Foundation, the PA Environmental Council,  PA Municipal Authorities Associa-
tion opposing a freeze on local conservation district, farm and environmental project funding. 

The text of the letter follows-- 

Sportsmen and women in Pennsylvania fully appreciate the urgency and need to address the 
Covid-19 coronavirus in our Commonwealth. We are thankful for the extra time and work the leg-
islature has put forth in the past several weeks to provide families and businesses proper health 
and economic relief. 

                                                          (continued on page 22) 
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However, the approved Amendment 05143 to House Bill 1822 is not an effective measure in this 
relief effort. 

This amendment specifically targets eight conservation funds, including the Environmental Stew-
ardship Fund (Growing Greener) and Keystone Recreation, Park, And Conservation Fund (The 
Keystone Fund), freezing any new contracts and effectively restricting all new conservation pro-
jects from receiving much needed funding until the end of the Governor’s emergency declara-
tion. 

Sportsmen and women across the Commonwealth rely on these funds for clean streams for fish-
ing, healthy habitat for hunting, and a multitude of other outdoor recreation opportunities. 

Additionally, projects funded by these programs receive large private investments and non-

government match, often to the tune of 3-1. 

At a time when more Pennsylvanians are turning to the outdoors and open spaces to improve 
their physical and mental health, now is not the time to cancel the future projects that provide 
these essential services to our citizens while leveraging partner match to relieve the burden on 
taxpayers. 

Growing Greener, the Keystone Fund, and the remaining six special funds targeted in this legis-
lation are investments in our Commonwealth’s economy. 

The hundreds of projects receiving grants from these special funds appear in every corner of the 
state, employ thousands of people, and enable non-profit organizations and volunteers to con-
tribute to project delivery. 

A single project may need the services of tree farms and plant nurseries, excavating crews, gen-
eral contractors and require the purchase of building materials. 

In the dire economic times we face, special funds, and the projects they enable, provide a lifeline 
to the workers and businesses in our hardest hit communities. 

These funds are also a boon to the state’s $26.9 billion outdoor economy which employs 
390,000 Pennsylvanians. 

Guides, outfitters, outdoor retail stores, and a host of other tourism-based businesses all benefit 
from the completion of conservation projects funded through these programs. 

By placing a freeze on new project spending for an undetermined amount of time, thousands of 
jobs will be lost, clean drinking water and flood mitigation efforts will go uncompleted, and shov-
el-ready projects to improve our quality of life will sit idle. 

We recognize the path to recovery from this disease may be a long one, but hastily targeting crit-
ical conservation funding and stifling government programs that collaborate with non-profit or-
ganizations and the private sector is not the economic solution Pennsylvanian’s need or de-
serve. 

                                                          (continued on page 23) 
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We ask members of the State Senate to recognize the positive impact these funds and collabo-
rative projects have in preserving the land and water Pennsylvanians enjoy and depend upon, 
especially in these difficult times, and support removal of amendment A05143 from HB 1822. 

Signed, 

American Sportfishing Association 

Ducks Unlimited 

Izaak Walton League of America 

Quality Deer Management Association 

Pennsylvania Chapter of Backcountry Hunters and Anglers 

Pennsylvania Council of Trout Unlimited 

Pennsylvania Federation of Sportsmen and Conservationists 

Pheasants Forever, Inc. and Quail Forever 

Ruffed Grouse Society & American Woodcock Society 

Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership 

Trout Unlimited 

Click Here for a copy of the letter. 

[Editor’s Note: $172 Million Just Sitting There: The Senate and House are still sitting on a $172 
million surplus in their own operating accounts, but they don’t seem ready to repurpose the mon-
ey to help taxpayers and real people during the COVID-19 pandemic.  Read more here. 

[Sacrifice is good… for other people in their view, apparently. 

Source: PA Environment Digest 



Maryland’s Towson University Earns Regional Award for Reducing Food Waste in America 
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The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) recognized Towson University in Maryland 
today with a 2019 Food Recovery Challenge Regional Award. As part of EPA’s Food Recovery 
Challenge, organizations pledge to improve their sustainable food management practices and 
report their results. 

“Food Recovery Challenge participants are leaders in showing how preventing food waste and 
diverting excess wholesome food to people is an environmental win and a cost-saving business 
decision,” said EPA Administrator Andrew Wheeler. “Their accomplishments serve as excel-
lent examples to other companies, governments, organizations and communities.”   

“It is remarkable how Towson University and its students have embraced the food recovery con-
cept,” said EPA’s Mid-Atlantic Regional Administrator Cosmo Servidio. “The university be-
gan a rigorous expansion of its composting program, and Towson students took an active role in 
diverting food waste by taking surplus items from campus dining facilities and transporting it to 
local non-profit organizations.” 

Food is a valuable resource. Efforts to reduce food waste and ensure excess food doesn’t go to 
waste are needed now more than ever. The innovation these businesses are showcasing can 
serve as examples as the nation works together to address the COVID-19 public health emer-
gency. Over 1,000 businesses, governments and organizations participated in EPA’s Food Re-
covery Challenge in 2019. Participants prevented or diverted over 815,000 tons of food from en-
tering landfills or incinerators, saving participants up to $42.3 million in avoided landfill tipping 
fees. 

As a regional winner in EPA’s Mid-Atlantic Region, Towson University used innovative best prac-
tices to prevent and reduce food waste. This included introducing a “Zero Waste” initiative to re-
duce food waste stemming from the thousands of annual events held on its campus. These 
events incorporate compostable service ware, bulk beverages, and right-sized food portions to 
reduce or eliminate waste. 

“With support from student Eco-Reps, and promotion through flagship events like our Environ-
mental Conference, Zero Waste events are now the norm on campus,” said Patricia Watson, 
the University’s Assistant Director of Sustainability.  

EPA is recognizing Food Recovery Challenge participants and endorsers with awards in two cat-
egories: Data-driven and Narrative. The data-driven award recipients achieved the highest per-
cent increases in their sector comparing year to year data. Narrative award winners made nota-
ble achievements in the areas of source reduction, leadership, innovation, education and out-
reach and endorsement. 

 

 

 

                                                         (continued on page 25) 
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Data-Driven National Award Winners by Sector 

* Grocers:  Sprouts Farmers Markets Store #407 (Alhambra, California) 
* Colleges and Universities: Keene State College (Keene, New Hampshire) 
* K-12 Schools:  Katharine Lee Bates Elementary School (Wellesley Hills, Massachu-
setts) 
* Sports and Entertainment Venues:  Savor…Chicago at McCormick Place - South Build-
ing (Chicago, Illinois) 
* Hotels, Resorts and Lodging:  MGM Resorts International - Bellagio Hotel and Casino 
Las Vegas (Las Vegas, Nevada) 
* State/Tribal/Local Government: Los Angeles County Department of Public Works – En-
vironmental Programs Division (Los Angeles, California) 
* Non-Profit:  ProduceGood (Encinitas, California) 
* Food Manufacturing: Signature Breads, Inc. (Chelsea, Massachusetts) 
* Restaurants and Food Service Providers: Captain’s Galley Restaurant at Pickwick Land-
ing State Park (Counce, Tennessee) 

Narrative National Award Winners 

* Source Reduction: Wylie ISD Birmingham Elementary (Wylie, Texas) 
* Leadership: Firekeepers Casino Hotel - Nottawaseppi Huron Band of the Potawatomi 
(Battle Creek, Michigan) 
* Leadership – Honorable Mention:  Wylie ISD Harrison Intermediate School (Wylie, Tex-
as) 
* Innovation:  Windward Zero Waste School Hui (Kailua, Hawaii) 
* Education and Outreach: Los Angeles County Department of Public Health (Los Ange-
les, California) 
* Endorser:  Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation (Nashville, Ten-
nessee) 

Background:  

Food waste is the single largest type of waste thrown away each year in our daily trash. In 2017, 
more than 40 million tons of food waste was generated. Food waste adversely impacts the econ-
omy, our communities and the environment by wasting the resources used to grow and transport 
food. At the same time, approximately 11 percent of America’s households had difficulty provid-
ing enough food for all of their family members in 2018 ref: https://www.ers.usda.gov/topics/food-

nutrition-assistance/food-security-in-the-us/key-statistics-graphics/).. Hungry people in need 
would benefit from the redirection of nutritious, wholesome food that would have otherwise been 
thrown away.  
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The strategies used by Food Recovery Challenge organizations, plus those implemented by in-
dividuals, communities and public-private partnerships help to lessen these impacts and bring 
the United States closer to meeting the national goal to reduce food waste by 50 percent by the 
year 2030. 

Two national award winners this year, MGM Resorts International and Sprouts Farmers Market, 
are also U.S. Food Loss and Waste 2030 Champions, a group of businesses and organizations 
who have publicly committed to reduce food loss and waste by 50 percent in their own opera-
tions by the year 2030. 

For more information on the Food Recovery Challenge national and regional award winners, vis-
it: https://www.epa.gov/sustainable-management-food/food-recovery-challenge-results-and-

award-winners 

For more information on the national food loss and waste reduction goal, visit: 
https://www.epa.gov/sustainable-management-food/call-action-stakeholders-united-states-food-

loss-waste-2030-reduction 

For more information on the U.S. Food Loss and Waste 2030 Champions, visit: 
https://www.epa.gov/sustainable-management-food/united-states-food-loss-and-waste-2030-

champions 

EPA Mid-Atlantic Region’s mission is to protect human health and the environment for Delaware, 
District of Columbia Maryland, Pennsylvania, Virginia, West Virginia and seven federally recog-
nized tribes.  Meeting the diverse environmental challenges of a Region with the nation’s largest 
estuary, rural expanses and major cities and agricultural centers, EPA Mid-Atlantic’s successes 
are shouldered by the dedication and talents of its employees and the strong relationships it has 
fostered with partners in its states and communities.  For more information, visit: 
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2020-02/documents/r3_digital-final-mid-atlantic-yir-
report-2019.pdf 

  

Follow EPA Region 3 on Twitter at https://twitter.com/eparegion3 and visit our Facebook page, 
at http://www.facebookcom/EPAregion3/  

Source: The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)  

 


