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The Conservation Pledge 

I give my pledge as an  

American to save and 

faithfully defend from 

waste, the natural re-

sources of my country; 

the soil, the water, the 

air, the minerals, the 

plant life and the wild-

life. 

This is my Pledge! 
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Inside this issue: 

Gov. Rendell signed an 
executive order protect-
ing Pennsylvania's state 
forests from any new 
natural gas develop-
ment activities that 
would disturb the sur-
face of these areas and 
jeopardize fragile eco-
systems. 

Under Gov. Rendell's 
tenure, the Department 
of Conservation and 
Natural Resources 
leased over 137,000 
acres of State Forest 
land for Marcellus 
Shale natural gas drill-
ing.  Almost all of the 
proceeds from the 
leases so far have gone 
to balancing the state 

budget, not to conser-
vation or environ-
mental programs. 

The Governor said a 
recent and extensive 
evaluation of the state 
forest system con-
ducted by DCNR over 
a period of seven 
months found that any 
additional leases could 
endanger the environ-
mental quality and 
character of these tracts 
and pose a risk to 
Pennsylvania's existing 
certification that it 
manages its forests in a 
sustainable manner, 
which is important for 
the state's nearly $6 

billion forest products 
industry. 

Gov. Rendell added the 
executive order was 
necessary now given 
the state Senate's fail-
ure to act on House Bill 
2235 (Vitali-D-
Delaware), which 
would have instituted a 
moratorium on state 
forest land leases. The 
legislation passed the 
House with bipartisan 
support in early May, 
but has seen not action 
in the Senate. 

"Drilling companies' 
rush to grab private  

(continued on page 2) 

Rendell Signs Moratorium On More State Forest Land 
Drilling, After Leasing 137,000 Acres  

November 2010 

Pennsylvania Expands Keystone HELP Loan Program to Help 
Homeowners Install Money-Saving Geothermal Systems 

Pennsylvania home-
owners who want to cut 
their heating and cool-
ing bills in half now 
have a new, affordable 
method for financing 
clean geothermal heat 

pump systems, Depart-
ment of Environmental 
Protection Secretary 
John Hanger and  

(continued on page 3) 

 

 

New Program Puts 
Federal Recovery Act 
Funds to Work Creat-
ing Jobs, Producing 
Clean Energy  
 



sources (scenic vistas and 
viewsheds, trails, leased camps); 

-- 299,000 acres in remote areas 
generally inaccessible by motor-
ized vehicles and offering wil-
derness experiences paralleling 
those in the western United 
States; 

-- 88,000 acres of highly valued 
recreational and water resources 

in the Poconos in close prox-
imity to many residents; and 

-- 20,000 acres important to 
ecotourism in the Laurel High-
lands region. 

"The moratorium is important to 
the state's economy because it 
protects some of our most valu-
able assets," said Gov. Rendell. 
"Countless people enjoy our 
state forests for recreation, 

lands across the state has left 
few areas untouched by this 
widespread industrial activity," 
said Gov. Rendell. "We need to 
protect our un-leased public 
lands from this rush because 
they are the most significant 
tracts of undisturbed forest re-
maining in the state. The House 
led the way to protect these 
lands, but the Senate failed to do 
so. That's why it's clear we need 
this executive order. 

"Failing to protect these acres 
will significantly alter the eco-

logical integrity and the wild 
character of our state forest sys-
tem. That would devastate our 
ecotourism industry and jeopard-
ize the green certification upon 
which the state's forest products 
industry depends." 

Currently, 700,000 acres of 
Pennsylvania's 2.2 million-acre 
state forest are available for 
natural gas extraction. When 
completely developed over the 
next 30 years, these leased lands 
will include about 1,000 well 
pads and as many as 10,000 

wells, which, along with the as-
sociated roadways and infra-
structure, could disturb as much 
as 30,000 acres of the land al-
ready under lease. 

Approximately 1.5 million acres 
of state forest lands sits atop the 
natural gas-rich Marcellus Shale 
formation. The remaining 
800,000 acres that have not been 
made available for natural gas 
development contain significant 
environmental, ecotourism, and 
recreational values, including: 

the Governor. "We simply can-
not risk subjecting these sensi-
tive and high-value tracts to the 
same kind of environmental ac-
cidents and mishaps that have 
happened on private lands else-
where in the state because of the 
drilling industry's poor prac-
tices." 

Source: PA Environment Digest 

which draws tourism dollars into 
the state, and our lumber indus-
try needs the assurance of know-
ing we're going to responsibly 
manage these resources to pro-
tect jobs in that industry. 

"After I sign this order into ef-
fect, it should remain in place. 
The stewardship of the public's 
forests demands no less," added 

Rendell Signs Moratorium On More State Forest Land  
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-- 180,000 acres of high-value 
ecosystems designated as wild 
and natural areas; 

-- 200,000 acres of old-growth 
forests; 

-- 128,000 acres with sensitive 
environmental resources 
(wetlands, riparian areas, threat-
ened and endangered species, 
steep slopes, unique habitats) 
and valuable recreational re-



Pennsylvania Treasurer Rob 
McCord announced today. 

The officials said a new Key-
stone Home Energy Loan Pro-
gram option offers low-interest 
loans that are combined with 
companion loans given in antici-
pation of federal tax credits for 
fuel-conserving geothermal sys-
tems. 

Hanger and McCord made the 
announcement while visiting the 
home of Peter and Laurel Hart-
well, who are using Cleona-

based G.F. Bowman Inc. to in-
stall a geothermal heat pump 
system. 

The program is made possible 
with $5 million from the federal 
American Recovery and Rein-
vestment Act and could help as 
many as 750 homeowners pur-
chase geothermal systems. In-
stalling the systems will create 
hundreds of jobs for contractors 
like G.F. Bowman. 

“Geothermal really is one of the 
great, largely untapped forms of 

renewable energy that is avail-
able to us,” said Secretary 
Hanger. “Fortunately, more con-
sumers are recognizing this and 
are making the smart decision to 
put geothermal systems in their 
homes. This program will make 
sure more families have access 
to this clean, money-saving tech-
nology by offering new financ-
ing options. That’s good news 
for consumers, our economy and 
our environment.” 

The secretary added that by tak-
ing advantage of these federal 

with rates as low as 2.875 per-
cent. 

All work financed through Key-
stone HELP must be completed 
by a certified local contractor.  

“This program is another great 
example of how the federal 
stimulus program is helping us 
build a green economy in Penn-
sylvania while encouraging pri-

Other special financing is avail-
able to homeowners who install 
a geothermal heat pump system 
as part of a comprehensive 
“whole house” improvement 
project recommended through a 
certified energy audit. In this 
case, qualifying homeowners 
can obtain a secured Keystone 
HELP loan for up to $35,000 

vate investment and putting peo-
ple to work,” said Hanger. “To 
date, the federal stimulus has di-
rected more than $136 million to 
our state for clean energy projects 
like wind and solar, plus another 
$253 million to help consumers 
save money by weatherizing their 
homes. And we’ve leveraged  

         (continued on page 4) 

Pennsylvania Expands Keystone HELP Loan Program to 
Help Homeowners Install Money-Saving Geothermal Systems 

manufacturers,” Treasurer 
McCord said. “Less pollution, 
lower costs, and more jobs—
good work on three fronts.” 

Under the new geothermal loan 
program, qualifying homeown-
ers can take advantage of an un-
secured 4.99 percent loan for up 
to $15,000 with a term of up to 
10 years. McCord noted that 
homeowners can also elect to 
take an optional “tax credit an-

ticipation loan” equal to the ex-
pected 30-percent federal tax 
credit up to a maximum of 
$10,000. The HELP program 
will make the first 12 monthly 
payments of the tax credit antici-
pation loan and homeowners can 
use the tax credit they receive to 
pay the remainder of the loan 
without any prepayment penal-
ties. 

and state incentives, geothermal 
systems can pay for themselves 
within only five to 10 years. 

“Keystone HELP is a triple win-
ner: families can make energy 
efficiency improvements to their 
homes that save money and re-
duce energy use, the common-
wealth earns a secure return, and 
the program creates good-
paying, much-needed jobs for 
local installers, contractors, and 

PAGE 3 CONSERVATION COMMITTEE  REPORT VOLUME 12  ISSUE 11 



those funds to attract about $1 
billion in private investment. 

“These are good investments in 
our economy that will pay divi-
dends for decades to come, not 
only through lower utility bills, 
but also through cleaner air and 
cleaner water.” 

Created in 2006 by the Pennsyl-
vania Treasury and AFC First 
Financial Corp. of Allentown, 
Keystone HELP offers afford-
able energy efficiency financing 
options, including rebates and 

low-interest loans, enabling 
homeowners to purchase and 
install energy efficient equip-
ment or undertake improvements 
to cut energy use.  

Keystone HELP began offering 
even lower rate loans in 2009, 
when Treasury partnered with 
DEP to expand the program’s 
impact by using funds provided 
under Pennsylvania’s 2008 Al-
ternative Energy Investment Act. 

Keystone HELP has helped 
more than 7,000 homeowners 

Quigley said. “Generally, the 
applications included green con-
struction materials; provisions 
for more trees; green stormwater 
handling technologies; and more 
surfaces that water can pass 
through. 

“Many of the funded facilities 
are close-to-home for many peo-
ple, requiring less driving and 

transfer tax and the Growing 
Greener program. 

“DCNR put a significant effort 
into ‘greening’ the grant pro-
gram this year. Part of the selec-
tion process included scoring 
applications based on a number 
of green criteria, and this focus 
clearly had an impact on applica-
tions from across the state,” 

expense to experience. That’s a 
big benefit of the ‘staycation’ 
trend,” Quigley added. 

In keeping with the State Compre-
hensive Outdoor Recreation Plan, 
39 of the grants were awarded to 
trail projects. Eighty four percent 
of Pennsylvanians responded that  

        (continued on page 5) 

DCNR invests $23 million to improve recreation,  

conservation opportunities in 65 counties  

Pennsylvania Expands Keystone HELP Loan Program to 
Help Homeowners Install Money-Saving Geothermal Systems 

ties, Department of Conservation 
and Natural Resources Secretary 
John Quigley announced today. 

“The health and vitality of our 
communities is reflected in the 
quality of their parks and trails, 
access to rivers, open spaces and 
outdoor recreation opportuni-

ties,” Quigley said. “This round 
of grants will fund almost 200 
projects to help preserve and en-
hance those natural amenities.” 

Funding for the grants comes 
primarily from DCNR’s Key-
stone Fund, which is generated 
from a portion of the realty 

 
Pennsylvanians will benefit from 
revitalized communities, new 
recreational opportunities, and 
work to preserve natural re-
sources through the state’s in-
vestment of more than $23 mil-
lion for 189 conservation and 
recreation projects in 65 coun-
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finance more than $58 million in 
money-saving home improve-
ments. Visit 
www.keystonehelp.com to learn 
more or to apply for a loan. 

Source: PA DEP 

 



walking was their number-one 
recreational activity in a recent 
survey. Additionally, more than 
90 grants will be used to develop 
or rehabilitate recreation, park 
and conservation areas and fa-
cilities. 

The grants announced today will 
also help to protect critical habi-
tat, preserve open space, and cre-
ate or upgrade community parks 
for active recreation. In total, 27 
grants were awarded to acquire 
more than 2,200 acres of land. 

Finally, two grants will help de-
velop iPhone applications that 
promote tourism, three grants 
will develop skate parks, and 
two grants will develop dog 
parks. 

Combined, projects benefiting 
from the state’s $23 million in 
grants account for a total invest-
ment of more than $76 million—
or nearly three-and-a-half times 
more than the state’s commit-
ments. The additional funds 
come from local, county and pri-
vate investments. 

“As in previous years, the de-
mand for these grants was higher 
than the money we had avail-
able, and we were unable to fund 
177 applications,” Quigley said. 
“The number of applicants we 
cannot fund next year will be 
even greater, as one of our pri-
mary funding sources—the 
Growing Greener II bond fund—
will be depleted.” 

For a complete list of grants by 
county, visit 
www.dcnr.state.pa.us/brc/grants/
indexlist.aspx. 

 

DCNR invests $23 million to improve recreation,  

conservation opportunities in 65 counties  
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cess to production statistics for 
oil and gas wells in the state, in-
cluding historical data. A new, 
separate webpage also lets users 
view violation data, by operator, 
as well as the department’s en-
forcement measures. 

“The public reporting website 
will create much needed trans-
parency that allows for citizens 
and policymakers to be aware of 
the increasing amount of natural 
gas being generated in Pennsyl-
vania,” said Hanger. “This is an 
industrial activity that is taking 

place widely throughout the 
state. It’s important that families 
know what is happening in their 
backyards and whether or not the 
company drilling there has a 
good track record of safe and 
environmentally sound opera-
tions.” 

The public reporting website, 
www.marcellusreporting.state.pa
.us/ogrereports/, enables users to 
search all oil and natural gas 
production data by operator, 
county or a specific well num-
ber. Information on industry-

click on the button that says 
“Gas Well Violations.” 

 

For more information about oil 
and gas operations in Pennsyl-
vania, visit 
www.depweb.state.pa.us and 
click on “Oil and Gas.” 
  

which ones need to address their 
operating procedures.” 

The violation, inspection, and 
enforcement information is 
available for 2008 through 2010 
to date, including resolved viola-
tions for the three-year span. In-
formation for 2010 is available 
year-to-date or monthly. To view 
the violation reports, visit 
www.depweb.state.pa.us and 

 

DEP Makes Oil and Gas Operations More Transparent  

with New Online Resources  

generated waste can be viewed 
by operator, county or process-
ing facility. 

Act 15 of 2010 required Marcel-
lus operators to report to DEP 
their well production totals from 
July 1, 2009 to June 30, 2010 by 
Aug. 15. Subsequent reports on 
Marcellus production are due 
every six months. All other oil 
and gas production besides Mar-

cellus wells must be reported 
annually. 

“It is absolutely essential for the 
oil and gas industry to be excel-
lent in their operations to protect 
public health and our environ-
ment,” Hanger said. “This infor-
mation will allow the public to 
see which operators are leading 
the way in a safe and environ-
mentally conscious manner and 
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Information on Well Production, 
Waste Products, and Violations 
Now Online  
 

For the first time, Pennsylvania’s 
oil and gas industry production 
and compliance information is 
available online as part of the 
commonwealth’s ongoing effort 
to make the industry’s opera-
tions more transparent. 

Department of Environmental 
Protection Secretary John 
Hanger said the oil and gas pub-
lic reporting website allows ac-



Technology Developed by 
DOE and Industry Partners is 
Commercialized for Use in the 
Private Sector 

The commercialization of an in-
novative telemetry communica-
tions system developed through 
a U.S. Department of Energy 
research program will help U.S. 
producers tap previously hard-
to-reach natural gas resources 
deep underground, resulting in 
access to additional supplies that 
will help enhance national en-
ergy security. 

The patented, proprietary Share-
well L.P. EM-MWD electromag-
netic (EM) telemetry system was 
initially developed by the Office 
of Fossil Energy’s (FE) National 
Energy Technology Laboratory 
(NETL) and E-Spectrum Tech-
nologies of San Antonio, Texas, 
under a four-year, cost-shared 
agreement. It was part of FE’s 
Deep Trek initiative to foster 
new technologies to facilitate 
deep exploration of natural gas 
resources. 

Using novel new technologies 
normally associated with inter-
planetary deep space navigation 
and missile guidance systems, 
the technology is designed to 
transmit data to and from down-
hole equipment in real time, en-
able surface processing of down-
hole sensor data, and control 
downhole tools directly from the 
surface. The technology allows 
the system to successfully oper-
ate at greater depths than other 
EM systems and to propagate 
signals through formations that 

 be required to meet demand. 
Technology innovations through 
FE’s Oil and Natural Gas R&D 
Program will be important in 
helping locate and develop these 
and other diverse natural gas re-
sources in an environmentally 
responsible manner. 

Source: U.S. Department of En-
ergy 

Innovative Telemetry System Will Help Tap  

Hard-to-Reach Natural Gas Resources 

"smart" systems to address the 
needs of U.S. producers drilling 
to depths of 15,000 feet and 
deeper, where more than 125 
trillion cubic feet (Tcf) of un-
tapped natural gas is estimated to 
be in place. For comparative 
purposes, DOE’s Energy Infor-
mation Administration estimates 
technically recoverable U.S. 
natural gas resources at 2,119 

Tcf, with proved reserves of 238 
Tcf.   

Natural gas is an important en-
ergy source for the U.S. econ-
omy, providing nearly one-
quarter of total energy consump-
tion in 2009. It is expected to 
remain a significant energy op-
tion for meeting increased en-
ergy consumption in the years 
ahead, and domestic supplies 
beyond traditional resources will 

typically weaken electromag-
netic waves. 

Rights to the EM technology 
were purchased in September by 
Sharewell of Houston, Texas, 
which plans to utilize the tech-
nology as part of its measure-
ment-while-drilling (MWD) sys-
tems.  

DOE's Deep Trek Program was 
established in 2002 to develop 
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Pennsylvania’s nation-leading 
Farmland Preservation Program 
today permanently safeguarded 
an additional 1,434 acres on 17 
farms for production, Agricul-
ture Secretary Russell C. Red-
ding announced today.  
Pennsylvania’s program has now 
preserved 442,731 acres on more 
than 4,000 farms. Both figures 
are the highest of any state.  
“The commitment to farmland 
preservation shown by Pennsyl-
vania farmers is one that no 
other state can match,” said Red-

ding. “Our 4,073 preserved 
farms are critical to ensuring that 
agriculture will remain a strong, 
productive part of our state’s fu-
ture.”  
The farms approved today by the 
Pennsylvania Agricultural Land 
Preservation board are located in 
Adams, Berks, Bucks, Chester, 
Fayette, Lancaster, Lebanon, 
Northampton, Union and West-
moreland counties.  
The state’s farmland preserva-
tion program works through the 
Pennsylvania Agricultural Con-

servation Easement Purchase 
Program, which was developed 
in 1988 to help curb the loss of 
prime farmland to non-
agricultural uses. The program 
enables state, county and local 
governments to purchase conser-
vation easements, also called 
development rights, from owners 
of quality farmland.  
With this purchase of develop-
ment rights, farm owners create 
an agreement under which the 
land will forever remain in pro-
duction agriculture, regardless of 

 

 PA Preserves 1,434 Acres of Prime Farmland to 
Benefit Consumers, Environment and Economy  

 

nized farmland preservation pro-
gram, visit 
www.agriculture.state.pa.us and 
click on “Bureaus, Commissions 
& Councils.” 

Source: Pa Dept. of Agriculture 

who may later own or work the 
land.  
The easement purchases ap-
proved today represent a $6.7 
million total investment of state, 
county and township funds.  
Since the program’s inception, 
state, county and local govern-
ments have invested more than 
$1 billion to preserve farms.  
For more information about 
Pennsylvania’s nationally recog-
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