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The Conservation Pledge 

I give my pledge as an  

American to save and faith-
fully defend from waste, the 

natural resources of my 
country; the soil, the water, 

the air, the minerals, the 
plant life and the wildlife. 

This is my Pledge! 
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Inside this issue: 

 The Pennsylvania 
Department of Trans-
portation (PennDOT)  
announced the des-
ignation of Pennsyl-
vania’s first nationally 
designated bicycle 
route - U.S. Bicycle 
Route 50.   

The American Asso-
ciation of State High-
way and Transporta-
tion Officials 
(AASHTO) officially 
approved the route in 
May making Pennsyl-
vania the 25th state 

to join the developing 
U.S. Bicycle Route 
System (USBRS).    

“We are very proud 
to have, along with 
our partners, devel-
oped more than 160 
miles of trails and 
roadway for U.S. Bi-
cycle Route 50,” said 
Leslie S. Richards, 
Pennsylvania Depart-
ment of Transporta-
tion (PennDOT) Sec-
retary. “We expect 
the designation of 
U.S. Bicycle Route 

50 to result in signifi-
cant transportation, 
health, and economic 
benefits to the re-
gion.”   

The 163-mile route 
mostly follows off-
road trails, including 
the popular Great Al-
legheny Passage, 
Montour Trail, and 
the Panhandle Trail 
and connects Mary-
land to West Virginia  

(continued on page 2) 
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There’s an effort afoot to save PA’s hellbenders 

www.acslpa.org 

Jack Walters—Conservation Chairman 

quality and they live 
where the water is 
clean,” the senator 
said, recalling days 
as a youngster 
catching hellbenders 
in the local creek. “If 
they are surviving in 
the streams in this 
area, that is a good 
sign for the water 
quality. Here is na-
ture’s own testing kit 

State Sen. Gene 
Yaw, R-23rd District, 
would like to intro-
duce colleagues at 
the Capitol to his 
slippery, spongelike 
friends and students 
who care about 
them. 

“They are a natural 
barometer of water 

for good water quali-
ty.” 

Yaw has introduced 
Senate Bill 658 to 
designate the East-
ern hellbender as 
Pennsylvania’s offi-
cial state amphibian. 
Much of what re-
mains of a depleted  

(continued on page 3) 
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through a variety of natural and agricultural landscapes, historical sites, thriving small towns, 
and recreational hot spots. Cyclists can visit restored rail stations; Ohiopyle State Park, which 
has some of the best white water rafting on the East Coast; Point State Park in Pittsburgh; and 
the nearby Fort Pitt Museum.  

  

“What an honor to have sections of the Montour Trail -- our 2017 Trail of the Year -- the Great 
Allegheny Passage and other trails comprising much of this first nationally designated bicycle 
route,” said Department of Conservation and Natural Resources Secretary Cindy Adams Dunn. 
“Trails connect communities and destinations to each other; people to the outdoors and healthy 
exercise; and attract visitors who spend money. They also serve as testament to the commit-
ment of so many incredible volunteers who help them grow.”  

  

Additionally, Amtrak’s Capitol Limited route parallels U.S. Bicycle Route 50 between DC and 
Pittsburgh and offers the opportunity for cyclists to carry their bikes on or off the train at any sta-
tion. This multimodal option allows for more flexibility to plan bicycle trips without a car. To see 
the placement of USBR 50 in Pennsylvania visit “Statewide Bike Routes” at PennDOT’s “Ride a 
Bike” page at www.penndot.gov.  

Source: Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (PennDOT)   



There’s an effort afoot to save PA’s hellbenders 
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hellbender population in Pennsylvania can be found in waters within the senator’s district, 
which includes Bradford, Lycoming, Sullivan, part of Susquehanna and Union counties. 

The campaign on behalf of North America’s largest salamander is the brainchild of the Chesa-
peake Bay Foundation’s Student Leadership Council. The students have studied the hellbend-
er extensively, wrote the first draft of Senate Bill 658, and are working for its passage. 

“It’s about all species that rely on clean water, which essentially encompasses all wildlife in 
Pennsylvania, including us,” student council President Anna Pauletta said of the campaign. 

“Being able to speak up for something that doesn’t necessarily have a voice and making im-
pact on their survivorship through legislation.” She is a senior at Cumberland Valley High 
School. 

“Long-term we are also looking to raise awareness for clean water in general, but within the 
legislative process as well, because it’s an issue that is commonly overlooked,” Pauletta add-
ed. 

Without help and more clean water, the Eastern hellbender could disappear. 

Hellbenders survive where there is cold, clear, swift-running water. They prefer rocky 
streambeds. Their spongelike bodies allow them to squeeze into crevices which they use for 
protection and for nesting. 

The slimy salamanders feed at night, primarily on crayfish. Folds of wrinkled skin provide a 
large surface through which they draw most of their oxygen. 

The presence of streamside trees or forested buffers stands out among factors that enable 
hellbenders to survive. 

“Forested buffers are one of the most cost-effective practices available for not only keeping 
pollutants out of the stream, but also for providing hellbenders cool, clean water and habitat to 
live,” said Harry Campbell, the bay foundation’s Pennsylvania executive director. 

“Science tells us no other practice does so much for so many.” 

A lack of forested buffers along commonwealth waterways allows waters to warm, polluted run-
off to enter rivers and streams, and silt to build up in streambeds. As a result, habitat has been 
degraded and hellbender numbers were decimated in streams where they were plentiful as re-
cently as 1990. 

In Pennsylvania, roughly 19,000 miles of rivers and streams are fouled by pollution. 

 

                                                         (continued on page 4) 
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The senator and the students believe recognizing the Eastern hellbender as the state amphibi-
an can encourage more Pennsylvanians to protect it and its environment. 

“The idea of promoting the name in and of itself is unique,” Sen. Yaw said. “I think there are a 
lot of people in the state who have never heard of this particular creature.” 

The senator is chairman of the Senate Environmental Resources and Energy Committee and 
a member of the Chesapeake Bay Commission. 

The senator notes that the students will benefit in the process as well. “These are a bunch of 
bright kids,” Yaw said. “They’ve got some good ideas. They studied this. We will do it. It 
showed them that they have a voice and it does make a difference.” 

The student effort on behalf of the hellbender began last summer. 

Chesapeake Bay Foundation student leaders have installed hellbender nesting boxes in the 
upper Susquehanna, and sampled streams for the presence of hellbender DNA. 

They gathered support for the hellbender designation from conservation groups, and visited 
the State University of New York Lab in Buffalo, N.Y. to learn about DNA testing. They also 
went to the Buffalo Zoo to see hellbenders up close. 

The students are collaborating with Peter Petokas, noted research associate at the Clean Wa-
ter Institute at Lycoming College in Williamsport. Petokas has studied hellbenders for more 
than 10 years and has captured and microchipped over 3,000 of them. 

To get more information about the campaign for the Eastern hellbender, go to 
www.cbf.org/hellbender. 

Source: PA Outdoor News 
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DEP Issues NPDES Permit to Shell Chemical Petrochemical Complex 

 in Beaver County  

 

 

The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) has issued a National Pollu-
tion Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit amendment to Shell Chemical Appalachia 
for the proposed petrochemical complex in Beaver County.  
 

The permit allows for discharges of treated wastewater and stormwater into the Ohio River, 
Poorhouse Run, and Rag Run from Shell’s proposed facility. 
 

DEP held a public comment period and several public hearings seeking input on the NPDES 
permit modification and the Air Quality Plan Approval for the facility. Comments from the public 
were accepted at the public hearings and during public comment periods in October and De-
cember 2016. The final modified Air Quality Plan was approved December 30, 2016.  
 

A copy of the amended NPDES permit and fact sheet addendum, which includes DEP’s re-
sponses to the public comments, can be viewed at DEP’s Southwest Regional Office at 400 
Waterfront Drive, Pittsburgh, PA 15222 or DEP’s website: 
http://www.dep.pa.gov/About/Regional/SouthwestRegion/Community%20Information/Pages/Sh
ell.aspx   

Source: Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (DEP)  



Governor Tom Wolf announced the approval of funding to support to 17 municipal 
stormwater projects in Pennsylvania’s portion of the Chesapeake Bay Watershed.  
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“The convenience we all enjoy with pavement comes with a tangible cost: increased runoff pollu-
tion in our local waters,” said Governor Wolf. “I’m pleased to support the municipalities—towns, 
cities, and other large land owners—striving to meet the stormwater challenge in Pennsylvania.” 
 

DEP is ramping up its work on implementation of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s 
Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) permit program, which incorporates more strin-
gent stormwater management requirements. About 1,000 municipalities around the state must 
meet new requirements; approximately 340 are in the 43 Pennsylvania counties in the Bay wa-
tershed.  
 

“To make the greatest, most timely impact with our resources,” said Department of Environmen-
tal Protection Secretary Patrick McDonnell. “This funding targets projects in our Bay watershed 
counties with the highest pollutant loads. Collectively, the projects will remove 396 pounds of 
phosphorous, 2,800 pounds of nitrogen, and almost 800,000 pounds of sediment from local wa-
ters.” 
 

Projects are funded through the EPA Chesapeake Bay Implementation Grants Program, a vital 
part of Pennsylvania’s progress in cleaning up its local waters and thereby benefiting the Bay.  
 

Earlier today, Secretary McDonnell acknowledged the projects in-person at an event at the York 
County Prison to showcase the county’s model approach to stormwater management. 
 

The prison project—converting stormwater basins to bioretention basins—was one of 19 pro-
jects chosen last year for EPA grant funding. Led by the York County Planning Commission, it 
reflects the county’s outstanding teamwork approach to municipal stormwater management. 
 

“The County of York and 43 municipalities are working together to clean up impaired streams 
through their MS4 [stormwater] permits,” said Felicia Dell, director of the York County Planning 
Commission. “Together we’ve developed a regional plan that identifies best management prac-
tices and collectively funds and constructs them. The municipalities should be lauded for their 
vision and spirit of cooperation.” 

 

 

                                                          (continued on page 7) 

 

 

 



Governor Wolf Announces Support for 17 Municipal Stormwater Projects in 
Pennsylvania Counties in Chesapeake Bay Watershed  (continued) 
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The complete list of projects approved includes: 
    Altoona City: St. Therese of the Child Jesus rain garden phase 2 ($55,349) 
    Blair Township: Edgewood Drive stormwater basin retrofit ($100,000) 
    Carlisle Borough: Urban stormwater park native wetland plantings ($200,000) 
    Denver Borough: Denver Memorial Park rain gardens and streambank restoration 
($38,220) 
    Duncansville Borough: Duncansville Memorial Park bioretention, rain gardens, and 
permeable pavement ($200,000) 
    East Lampeter Township: Mill Bridge Campground riparian buffer stream restoration 
($199,610) 
    Goldsboro Borough: Stream restoration between South York and Water Streets 
($86,290) 
    Mechanicsburg: Northside stormwater basin retrofit ($164,381) 
    Mount Joy Borough: Rotary Park vegetation swale ($64,633) and Pink Alley storm-
water basin retrofit ($40,422) 
    Lancaster Township: Kensington Club stormwater basin retrofit ($200,000) 
    Lemoyne Borough: Streambank restoration at Harrisburg Academy ($176,700) 
    Paradise Township: BMC Paradise Truss Plant retrofit ($142,082) 
    Paxtang Borough: Paxtang Parkway rain garden ($72,000) 
    Rapho Township: Lefever Road stormwater basin retrofit ($161,360) 
    Spring Grove Borough: Campus Avenue stream restoration phase 1 ($185,000) 
    York: Memorial Park Poorhouse Run streambank restoration ($200,00) 

 



Wolf Administration Dedicates Restored Dam, Gatehouse at Pymatuning State 
Park, Crawford County 
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 Department of Conservation and Natural Resources Secretary Cindy Adams Dunn joined oth-
er state officials and Bureau of State Parks representatives in dedicating a newly restored dam 
and gatehouse at Pymatuning State Park, Crawford County.  

Both structures are essential to controlling the pool level of the park's 17,000-acre lake, a pop-
ular fishing destination with a 158-square mile-drainage area.  

"Almost everything about Pymatuning State Park is big -- its land mass, its reservoir, and the 
enjoyment so many visitors receive they come here to swim, boat or fish," Dunn told an audi-
ence gathered on the dam breast. "These completed projects go far beyond historic renova-
tion; they are an investment in the future of one Pennsylvania's iconic state park."  

Completed in mid-May, the renovation work followed in-depth diving and engineering studies 
that showed the dam's historic gatehouse dating back to the mid-1930s was not functioning 
properly and affecting lake water level controls.    

"DCNR concluded that this structure was in fair to poor condition, nearing the end of its design 
life, and should be replaced," Dunn said. "A state grant subsequently was obtained to fund the 
reconstruction of the tower. Several rehabilitation options were entertained, ranging from com-
plete demolition and reconstruction, to construction of a precast tower upstream of the existing 
structure, to in-place tower rehabilitation. The last option was selected to preserve the historic 
character of the structure you see today."  

Noting cost of the project exceeded $9 million, Dunn said, "This was a needed investment in 
the lake's future. The lake is the reason Pymatuning State Park ranks second only to Presque 
Isle State Park in annual visitors, drawing almost 3,375,000 visitors a year."  

The secretary cautioned her listeners about possible negative impacts to park upkeep that a 
House GOP-proposed budget might have, including crimping future necessary projects like the 
Pymatuning dam work.  

Primary purpose of the dam and reservoir is to regulate flows in the Shenango and Beaver riv-
ers; secondary roles are recreation and flood control. About 1.5 miles north of Jamestown, the 
lake measures 17,888 acres when at full pool, and is the largest impoundment in Pennsylva-
nia.  

The dam is a historically significant structure, eligible for listing with the National Register of 
Historic Places, and the gatehouse has become an iconic landmark. Gatehouse work, under-
taken by Mercer Construction Inc., included: a new, stronger interior structure; an improved un-
watering system; and building facelift to include new windows, masonry repointing and new 
roof shingles.  

For more details on Pymatuning and Pennsylvania's other 120 state parks, visit 
http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us (Select State Parks.)  

 



Wolf Administration Official Announces Grants Available for Protecting Non-
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Applications are being accepted for grants to protect Pennsylvania’s nongame animals, native 
plants and their habitat.  

  

For more than 30 years the Wild Resource Conservation Program (WRCP) has helped to pro-
tect Pennsylvania’s native biodiversity by supporting research, conservation, and education pro-
jects.   

  

This year WRCP is soliciting grant applications in the areas of surveys, research and conserva-
tion and management.  

  

“Our native species are facing more challenges today than ever,” said Department of Conserva-
tion and Natural Resources Secretary Cindy Adams Dunn. “Habitat loss, competition from inva-
sive species, pollution, and the imminent threat of climate change means that we must focus 
our resources on applied science and conservation projects that reduce or eliminate the effects 
of these stresses.”  

  

Secretary Dunn noted a House GOP-proposed budget could have possible negative effects on 
future funding of Wild Resource Conservation Program and other grant-based department pro-
grams  

  

Launched in 1982, the program is funded through DCNR and voluntary contributions, and sup-
ports research and protection efforts to conserve Pennsylvania’s diverse native wildlife re-
sources, including bird and mammal species, amphibians and reptiles, insects and wild plants.  

  

Applications are being accepted through 4 p.m. Aug. 15. Applications again will only be accept-
ed electronically through DCNR’s eGrants online grant application system. To apply for a grant 
or learn more about the application process go to visit 
https://www.grants.dcnr.state.pa.us/Dashboard/WRCPGrants  

 

 


