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The Conservation Pledge 

I give my pledge as an  

American to save and faith-
fully defend from waste, the 

natural resources of my 
country; the soil, the water, 

the air, the minerals, the 
plant life and the wildlife. 

This is my Pledge! 
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Inside this issue: 

The Department of 
Environmental Pro-
tection (DEP), De-
partment of Trans-
portation (PennDOT), 
and Keep Pennsylva-
nia Beautiful re-
leased the results of 
the first statewide 
comprehensive re-
search on litter, the 
cost of cleaning it up, 
and attitudes toward 
litter and announced 
the formation of a 
state-led workgroup 

to shift Pennsylva-
nia’s strategy from 
cleanup to preven-
tion. 

“Pennsylvania has a 
littering problem that 
cleanup efforts alone 
can’t solve. Litter un-
dercuts our quality of 
life and the health of 
our waters and soil. It 
shortchanges com-
munity improvements 
and economic devel-
opment, as funds 

that could otherwise 
be spent more pro-
ductively instead go 
to trash cleanup,” 
said DEP Secretary 
Patrick McDonnell. 

Field research results 
indicate more than 
502 million pieces of 
litter on Pennsylva-
nia’s roads. The most 
common items are  
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DCNR Bans Tobacco Use at State Park Playgrounds 
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Jack Walters—Conservation Chairman 

grounds in all state 
parks. 

“Directly in line with 
our parks’ mission of 
promoting healthy 
lifestyles, their play-
grounds join the 
growing number of 
counties, borough 
and township park 
facilities that em-
brace the ‘Young 
Lungs at Play’ pro-

The Department of 
Conservation and 
Natural Resources 
Secretary Cindy Ad-
ams Dunn and 
Health Secretary Dr. 
Rachel Levine an-
nounced a ban on 
all forms of tobacco, 
vaping, and e-

cigarettes at play-

gram and now forbid 
tobacco use,” Dunn 
said. “Our children 
should be guaran-
teed the right to play 
in clean air and 
healthy areas that 
are free of 
secondhand 
smoke.” 

(continued on page 4) 
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cigarette butts (37 percent) and plastics (30 percent), with plastic film and beverage containers 
most prevalent. There are an estimated 29.3 million beverage containers alone on the roads. 
Motorists and pedestrians are leading sources of litter, followed by improperly secured truck 
loads. 

Cities collectively spend over $68 million annually on cleanup, education, enforcement, and pre-
vention efforts related to litter and illegal dumping, according to a related study of nine cities 
statewide commissioned by Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful. Eighty percent of costs go specifically 
to cleanup, with Philadelphia spending more than $36 million; Pittsburgh and Allentown spend-
ing more than $2 million; Harrisburg, Lancaster, and Reading spending over $1 million; and Al-
toona, Erie, and Scranton spending hundreds of thousands of dollars each year.  

PennDOT spends upwards of $13 million per year on staff and resources to pick up litter along 
state-owned roadways. 

“Cleanup is not a sustainable strategy,” said Acting PennDOT Secretary Yassmin Gramian, “and 
the enormous amount of resources committed to it mean less funding for other transportation 
uses, such as improving roads.”  

In a phone survey to gauge Pennsylvanians’ attitudes toward litter, about 83 percent of respond-
ents said they see educational messaging focused on litter prevention only occasionally or rare-
ly. About 76 percent said littering reduces property values, negatively affects tourism and busi-
ness, raises taxes due to cleanup, ends up in waterways, and is an environmental problem. 
About half of respondents said people litter because they don’t care or there’s no conveniently 
placed trash can.  

The Pennsylvania Litter Research Study was conducted in 2018-2019 with funding from DEP, 
PennDOT, Keep America Beautiful, and Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful. It included on-the-ground 
litter counts in 180 locations statewide, a random phone survey of 500 residents, and a forum 
where 120 community, business, and government leaders shared their views on litter impacts 
and what should be done to end littering.  

“We now have data from the most comprehensive statewide litter research effort ever conducted 
in Pennsylvania,” said Secretary McDonnell. “DEP is committed to working with our partners to 
use it strategically to shift the state’s approach to litter prevention, so that Pennsylvanians may 
gain community, economic, and environmental advantages they’re now sacrificing to litter clean-
up.”  

DEP, PennDOT, and Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful will form a workgroup of state government 
agencies, local governments, and industry and community leaders to use the research results to 
develop and carry out a plan of actions to reduce littering in Pennsylvania.  

 

                                                          (continued on page 3) 
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The goal is to build the action plan around four behavior change strategies, including infrastruc-
ture, such as waste and recycling facilities and trash cans; public and school-based education; 
laws and ordinances; and incentives and enforcement. 

 

“We’re seeing that even extensive and expensive cleanup efforts can’t keep pace with the 
amount of litter that’s accumulating,” said Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful President Shannon 
Reiter. “The only way to reduce this cost burden is to reduce littering through preventive 
measures, such as expanding solid waste and recycling infrastructure and developing effective 
school-based and consumer education.” 

 

Learn more about the state litter research results and littering reduction initiative 
at www.dep.pa.gov/litteringactionplan.  

 

Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful, DEP, and PennDOT have partnered for 15 years on an annual Pick 
Up Pennsylvania campaign. Many thousands of Pennsylvanians have volunteered in these local 
community projects, removing millions of pounds of trash.  

Source: The Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), 
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As part of the Pennsylvania Department of Health’s “Young Lungs at Play” program, all forms 
of tobacco, vaping, and e-cigarettes no longer will be permitted within 30 feet of state park 
playground facilities. 

“Adding our beloved and beautiful state park playgrounds to our ‘Young Lungs at Play’ pro-
gram is another collaborative effort by the Wolf Administration to protect the health of Pennsyl-
vanians,” Dr. Levine said. “We are proud to work with DCNR on this effort to reduce the expo-
sure to secondhand smoke for children. The department is committed to promoting healthy be-
haviors, and that starts with our children and protecting them from potentially harmful expo-
sures, such as secondhand smoke.” 

The state park playground ban eliminates children’s exposure to secondhand smoke at 135 
locations in the state’s 121 parks. Notification signs will be installed by Memorial Day, May 25, 
2020. 

The United States Surgeon General estimates secondhand smoke exposure contributes to ap-
proximately 41,000 deaths among non-smoking adults, and 400 deaths in infants each year. 
Children exposed to secondhand smoke are at an increased risk for respiratory infections, mid-
dle ear disease, severe asthma and slowed lung growth. 

In a related move, responding to visitor requests and support, DCNR in prior years has imple-
mented smoking controls at 44 of its 54 swimming beaches at state parks throughout the state. 
Smoking is not permitted at state park pools. 

The Young Lungs at Play initiative is funded through the Department of Health and American 
Lung Association. 

Since June 2010, more than of 579 municipalities, including five counties, have joined Young 
Lungs at Play in Pennsylvania. These locations include parks, athletic fields, playgrounds, 
trails and even city streets and sidewalks to help protect children and the environment.  In ad-
dition, 99 school districts, and 453 organizations have joined Young Lungs at Play and created 
tobacco free spaces. 

In 2019, the Department of Health’s Tobacco and Cancer Programs partnered with DCNR to 
roll-out a cancer-prevention sunscreen initiative at Pennsylvania state parks. The Young Lungs 
at Play program complements the Sunscreen in the State Park Initiative the Division of Cancer 
Control and Prevention started with DCNR in 2017. 

Both the Sunscreen initiative and Young Lungs at Play program support the Pennsylvania 
Cancer Control Plan by preventing lung and skin cancers. In 2016, over 10,000 Pennsylvani-
ans were diagnosed with lung cancer and over 3,600 Pennsylvanians were diagnosed with 
skin cancer.  

Source: The Department of Conservation and Natural Resources 
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The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) announced that it has nego-
tiated a consent order and agreement with Westmoreland Sanitary Landfill, a residu-
al/municipal waste landfill located in Rostraver Township, Westmoreland County, to address 
violations of its permit and the Solid Waste Management Act.  

 

This agreement requires Westmoreland Sanitary Landfill to pay a $24,000 civil penalty and un-
dertake a number of corrective actions, which include: 

 Minimize leachate generation by reducing the working face of the active uncovered area 
where precipitation permeates through the landfill waste;  

 Submit a permit modification application to authorize trucking of leachate on a tempo-
rary basis while the landfill pursues approval from DEP to install equipment to treat and evapo-
rate leachate, and/or to use other methods to allow the landfill to cease routine trucking of 
leachate; and 

 Submit documentation to DEP of agreements and authorizations for the treatment facili-
ties currently accepting its leachate along with notification if those facilities should change prior 
to DEP approving a modified leachate management plan.  

 

Westmoreland Sanitary Landfill had a private service agreement with the Belle Vernon Munici-
pal Authority to treat the landfill’s leachate — conveyed via pipe — at the authority’s 
wastewater treatment plant. The private service agreement between the landfill and authority, 
in place since 1994, was terminated by the authority in May 2019. Days later, the landfill was 
also ordered by the Court of Common Pleas of Fayette County to cease discharging landfill 
leachate to the treatment plant. Since then, the landfill has been transporting its leachate via 
tanker truck to other treatment facilities in Pennsylvania and Ohio.  

 

Pennsylvania landfills are not permitted to accept liquid waste; however, liquid leachate is of-
ten generated by moisture in the waste itself and stormwater infiltrating through the landfill’s 
waste. Leachate is a component of operations at all landfills and must be treated onsite or 
transported to a separate treatment facility.  

 

 

 

                                                         (continued on page 6) 
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Westmoreland Sanitary Landfill’s leachate management plan approved by DEP as part of its 
current waste permit does not authorize the landfill to transport its leachate by tanker truck to 
any facility, and must be modified to allow even interim trucking. Additionally, trucking is not an 
advisable permanent option for leachate management because of the inherent environmental 
risks of spills, accidents, and the local impact of as many as 18 daily truck trips.  

 

Source: The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) 
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Project will reclaim 75 acres of abandoned mine lands, extinguish underground mine fire 

 

 

The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) announced that work to ex-
tinguish the 14-year old Dolph Mine Fire in Olyphant, Lackawanna County will begin this 
spring. The project will eliminate a public health hazard that contributes to air pollution in the 
area. 

 

The DEP recently awarded Earthmovers Unlimited, Inc. (Earthmovers) of Kylertown a $9.3 
million contract for the work, known as the Sterry Creek South – Dolph Mine Fire Reclamation 
Project. 

 

The mine fire was discovered in 2006 and is believed to have started when open burning ignit-
ed garbage dumped illegally at the site. The project involves eliminating the 7-acre under-
ground mine fire and coal refuse fires on the 15-acre mesa by utilizing an existing 150-foot 
deep isolation trench at the site to contain the fire and then quenching hot coal materials with 
a combination of water and fill material. 

 

After the fire is extinguished, the area will be filled in with rock and soil and grass will be plant-
ed. 

 

“After years of planning and engineering, we are pleased to begin the reclamation work that 
will address the public health and safety hazards associated with unreclaimed mine lands and 
the old fires on this site,” said Jack Rokavec, division chief of DEP’s Bureau of Abandoned 
Mine Reclamation. “Two years ago, and just a few miles north of this project site, Earthmovers 
successfully completed another one of our projects – the Powderly Creek underground mine 
fire. Earthmovers extinguished the fire and reclaimed the site on budget and on time. We are 
pleased to work with them again and anticipate a successful land reclamation effort.”  

 

 

                                                             (continued on page 8) 
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The other part of the project involves reclaiming nearly 75-acres of abandoned mine land that 
was once part of the surface and underground mining operations at the Underwood Colliery 
and the neighboring Dolph Coal Company - Hannah Bell Slope Mine from the early 1900s 
through 1970, when mining operations ceased. That work includes re-excavating and re-

grading more than 2-million cubic yards of overburden and rock materials and then filling the 
area with soil and planting grass. 

 

The Sterry Creek South – Dolph Mine Fire Project is a continuation of emergency work that the 
Office of Surface Mining and Reclamation and Enforcement started on the fire in 2006 when it 
dug the existing isolation trench at the site. The current project is expected to be completed by 
December 2022. 

 

The project is financed through a combination of state and federal funds, including the Aban-
doned Mine Land (AML) Fund, which is funded by mining companies that pay a fee for every 
ton of coal mined. 

Source: The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) 
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Sunoco Partners Marketing & Terminals, L.P. Draft Plan Approval No. 23-0119E, 23-0119J 

 

 

The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) will host a public hearing to 
receive comments from the public regarding its intent to issue two draft Air Quality Plan Approv-
als to Sunoco Partners Marketing & Terminals, L.P. (SPMT) for the Marcus Hook Industrial 
Complex in Marcus Hook Borough, Delaware County. The hearing is scheduled for Thursday, 
April 2, 2020, at 6:00 PM in the Marcus Hook Elementary School auditorium, located at 711 
Market Street, Marcus Hook, PA 19061.  

 

The first of the two draft Plan Approvals, 23-0119E, would aggregate the emissions from previ-
ously approved Plan Approvals and one new Plan Approval. This was done as a result of a rul-
ing from the Environmental Hearing Board. The second Draft Plan Approval open for comment, 
23-0119J, refers to what SPMT is calling “Project Phoenix” and would allow for the installation 
of new equipment to upgrade, chill, store and move ethane.  

 

Those wishing to present comments at the hearing are asked to pre-register before April 1, 
2020, by calling or emailing Virginia Cain at 484-250-5808 or vicain@pa.gov. Each commenter 
will have 3 minutes to present their remarks for the record; time may not be relinquished to oth-
ers and organizations are asked to designate one representative on their behalf. DEP will rec-
ord the testimony and receive comments throughout the hearing, and accept written comments 
until May 2, 2020, which may be mailed or emailed to Jim Rebarchak, Pennsylvania Depart-
ment of Environment Protection, 2 E. Main Street, Norristown, PA 19401 or RA-

epSEROaqpubcom@pa.gov. 

 

Copies of the applications, review memos, and draft plan approvals are available for review 
online at www.dep.pa.gov/southeast or as hard copies at the Mary M. Campbell Marcus Hook 
Public Library, 1015 Green Street, Marcus Hook, PA 19061 or DEP’s Southeast Regional Of-
fice at 2 E. Main Street, Norristown, PA 19401. To schedule a file review at DEP’s office, 
please call 484-250-5910.  

Source: The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) 
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The Department of Conservation and Natural Resources Secretary Cindy Adams Dunn an-
nounced that more campsites will be open to pets when they visit Pennsylvania state parks next 
year. 

“Knowing many of our campers like to plan their stays well in advance, we’re getting the word 
out early that almost 50 new sites at six state parks will be ‘pet friendly’ next year,” Dunn said. 
“Both our ‘Pet Camping’ and ‘Dogs in Cabins’ programs have expanded slowly and cautiously 
as park officials gauge camper acceptance and pet owner compliance. We know many of our 
campers say their park stays are enhanced by the presence of pets.” 

Beginning with the 2021 camping season, a total of 46 new campsites will allow camping with 
pets at these state parks: 

• Codorus, York County (13 sites) 

• Frances Slocum, Luzerne County (14) 

• Ohiopyle, Fayette County (3) 

• Ryerson Station, Greene County (7) 

• Tobyhanna, Monroe County (7) 

• Trough Creek, Huntingdon County (2) 

Ohiopyle also will offering an ADA-compliant cottage that permits pets. 

Since its inception as a pilot program in 2001, with nine state parks participating, “Pet Camping” 
has expanded to include 56 of Pennsylvania’s 121 state parks. Also, a total of 26 state parks 
allow dogs in designated cabins, cottages and yurts. 

Advance announcement of pet camping expansion will enable interested campers to make res-
ervations up to 11 months in advance at affected state parks. 

DCNR officials stress pet owners at all designated sites must comply with many program regula-
tions. They govern leashing; barking and other noise; maximum number of pets allowed (two, 
when the size of a cat or larger); aggressive behavior; proper cleanup and disposal of feces; val-
id licensing when required; and needed vaccinations. 

Violations could require campers to remove their animals from park grounds. Park officials will 
be empowered to determine whether animals meet the definitions of "pet" (commonly kept in 
household captivity) and "caged pets" (will not be released from their cage while at the park). 
Livestock are not considered pets. 

                                                           (continued on page 11) 
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Payable at time of reservation, fees will cover added maintenance and program costs at partici-
pating parks. Fees are $5 per night for dogs in cabins, deluxe cottages and yurts; $3 per night 
for standard camping cottages; and $2 per night for campsites. 

More information on reservations and other state park details can be obtained by telephoning 
1-888-PA-PARKS. Check DCNR's website for participating state parks and detailed regulations 
governing pet programs. 

Source: The Department of Conservation and Natural Resources 


