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The Pennsylvania 
Department of Envi-
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the draft 2020 Inte-
grated Water Quality 
Monitoring and As-
sessment Report, 
detailing the health of 
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86,000 plus miles of 
streams and rivers 
and more than 
160,000 acres of 
lakes. The draft re-
port is open for public 
comment until Au-
gust 11, 2020, 
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be made through the 
DEP eComment sys-
tem. 

 

“In a state as rich in 
water resources as 
Pennsylvania it is im-
portant to be able to 
show people how 
their local streams, 
lakes, and rivers are 
doing,” said DEP 
Secretary Patrick 
McDonnell. “The 
online report lets 
people focus in on  
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Construction Commences on AMD Treatment Plant in South 
Fayette, Allegheny County 
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Jack Walters—Conservation Chairman 

(DEP) Bureau of 
Abandoned Mine 
Reclamation an-
nounced that con-
struction of an acid 
mine drainage 
(AMD) treatment 
plant has begun in 
South Fayette 
Township, Allegheny 
County to improve 
water quality and 
restore fishing and 

Once operational, 
this plant will restore 

portions of Millers 
Run and Chartiers 
Creek for aquatic 

life, fishing, and rec-
reation 

 

The Pennsylvania 
Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection 

recreation to por-
tions of Millers Run 
and Chartiers 
Creek.  

 

Once constructed 
and fully operational, 
the Gladden AMD 
treatment plant will  
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their local waterways to see how healthy they are or what is causing any impairments. Local in-
put on impaired waters can help DEP restore those waterways.” 

 

In addition to the fully online report, required every two years under the federal Clean Water Act, 
the 2020 Draft Integrated Water Report also features a map viewer that allows users to zoom 
down to individual stream or river sections and export information. These tools can be useful for 
residents looking to learn more about their waters and for decision makers at the local level for 
planning purposes. 

 

“In a world now shaped by the COVID-19 pandemic, it is even more important for DEP to make 
our informational resources available digitally,” said McDonnell. “The 2020 draft of the Integrat-
ed Water Report is another step towards making more DEP resources available and accessi-
ble.” 

 

The report also highlights specific efforts in Pennsylvania to restore impaired watersheds. Aban-
doned mine drainage and sediment pollution from runoff from agricultural, urban, and suburban 
landscapes have all degraded water quality in many parts of Pennsylvania, and intensive efforts 
have been made in several key watersheds to restore these natural resources. In Union County, 
local groups and DEP worked to restore the Turtle Creek watershed after it was impaired by 
sediment runoff. 

 

DEP invites public comments on the draft 2020 Integrated Water Report and will accept com-
ments through Tuesday, August 11, 2020.  All comments, including comments submitted elec-
tronically, must include the originator’s name and address. Those wishing to submit comments 
are urged to use the DEP’s online eComment system. Written comments should be submitted 
by email to ecomment@pa.gov, or by mail to Department of Environmental Protection, Policy 
Office, Rachel Carson State Office Building, P.O. Box 2063, Harrisburg, PA 17105-2063. 

Source: The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) 
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treat 2.2 million gallons and remove 690 pounds of iron pollution per day from the Chartiers 
Creek watershed, eliminating one of the largest discharges in the watershed, which currently ac-
counts for 40 percent of the iron load.  

 

 

This Abandoned Mine Land (AML) Economic Development Pilot Project is being constructed by 
the South Fayette Conservation Group with a grant funded by the Bureau of Abandoned Mine 
Reclamation. 

 

 

The department expects four miles of Millers Run and three and a half miles of Chartiers Creek 
will be restored to a warm water, trout-stocked fishery with improved recreational uses as a re-
sult. Millers Run is on the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission stocking list upstream of the 
discharge. The sections of both streams that will be restored flow past a number of parks and de-
velopment projects and are visible from Interstate 79 in Allegheny County. 

 

 

The discharge, which ranges from 750 to 1,500 gallons per minute, originates from the aban-
doned deep mine of the Pittsburgh Coal Company’s Montour No. 2 underground mining com-
plex. The plant will include two pumping stations to extract the AMD water from the mine pool 
and bring it to the surface for treatment using oxidation, hydrogen peroxide and alkaline addition 
to form solid precipitates, and clarification equipment to remove the precipitated metals and sol-
ids from the water with a polishing pond. The treated water will be discharged to Millers Run. The 
sludge will be pumped to a vacant mine that is not hydraulically connected for disposal.   

 

 

An additional aspect of the total project consists of stream sealing Fishing Run. An Operation 
Scarlift study and report on Chartiers Creek revealed that there were large flow losses of Fishing 
Run due to mine subsidence. An investigation determined that the flow losses of Fishing Run 
were entering the mine and eventually leaving as AMD-polluted water at the Gladden discharge. 
Sealing the streambed will keep the stream flowing year-round and reduce the amount of AMD 
requiring treatment. This portion of the project is expected to start after construction of the treat-
ment plant is completed.  

 

 

                                                          (continued on page 4) 
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The project is expected to be completed by summer 2021 at a cost of $13,048,446. Funding for 
this project comes from the AMD abatement and treatment program (AMD Set-Aside Program) 
authorized in the Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act (SMCRA) and the federal Office of 
Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement (OSMRE) AML Pilot Program, which specifically 
targets abandoned mine cleanup projects that are linked to local community and economic devel-
opment goals. South Fayette Conservation Group brought on Tetra Tech, Inc. as the prime con-
tractor and Chapman Corporation, John Kosky Contracting, Inc., Ligonier Construction Company 
and Infinity Drilling as additional contractors. 

 

Source: The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) 
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Seventy-seven percent of funding supports projects in Environmental Justice areas 

 

 

The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) awarded $434,168 in Envi-
ronmental Education Grants to 55 projects that will engage youth and adults in Environmental 
Justice (EJ), climate change, and/or water quality improvement, expanding their understanding 
of these issues in Pennsylvania and providing skills to take responsible action to protect their 
environment. 

 

“This impressive list of funded projects speaks to the innovation and dedication of Pennsylva-
nia’s environmental educators and their significant reach in helping to develop environmental 
stewards among Pennsylvanians of all ages and backgrounds,” said DEP Secretary Patrick 
McDonnell.  

 

“We’re especially excited that not only is every region of the state represented, but 77 percent of 
the grant funding supports 33 projects that will engage Pennsylvanians who live or work in EJ 
areas, as DEP continues to strengthen its outreach and partnership with EJ communities.” 
 

Grants were awarded to schools and colleges, environmental and community organizations, and 
conservation district offices who applied in 2019 and met project criteria for funding.  
 

Thirty-nine projects with a local community focus received grants of up to $3,000. Fifteen pro-
jects that have a broader or statewide reach received grants of up to $20,000. The Pennsylvania 
Envirothon, which engages students and teachers at the local, state, and national levels, re-
ceived a grant of $78,297.  
 

The Environmental Education Grants Program supports: 
 

 Education and empowerment of disadvantaged communities to develop meaningful solu-
tions to environmental and public health issues; 

 Public education on greenhouse gas emissions reduction, energy conservation, renewa-
ble energy, and climate adaptation; and 

                                                         (continued on page 6) 
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 Education of local officials, business owners, homeowners, and the general public on re-
ducing runoff water pollution, water quality monitoring, cold water habitats, and other aspects of 
water quality.  

 

 

The Environmental Education Grants Program was established by the Environmental Education 
Act of 1993, which mandates setting aside five percent of the pollution fines and penalties DEP 
collects annually for environmental education in Pennsylvania. Since 1993 DEP has awarded 
2,020 Environmental Education Grants totaling more than $11 million.  

Grouped by county, the 2020 Environmental Education Grant funded projects are as follows. 

 

 

Allegheny 

 

 Etna Community Organization: Multiple public events to educate the community on 
stream studies and water monitoring ($3,000). 

 Group Against Smog: Development and distribution of climate change and air quality 
education tool kits for middle school students ($17,497). 

 Pennsylvania Association of Environmental Educators: Stormwater workshops for 
educators reaching youth in Environmental Justice areas ($3,000). 

 Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy: A series of activities, including urban gardening and 
outdoor explorations, for teens and adults ($20,000). 

 Steel City Rowing Club: Meaningful Watershed Educational Experiences summer camp 
activities for youth ages 9?11 and 12?14 ($2,999). 

 Women for a Healthy Environment: An after-school enrichment program teaching ele-
mentary students inquiry-based learning and providing student-driven sustainability projects 
($2,998). 

 

 

                                                      (continued on page 7) 
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Bedford 

 

 

 Pennsylvania Envirothon Program: Planning, educational resource development, 
and logistic support to enable high school teams to compete in five natural resource catego-
ries at the local, state, and national levels. Envirothon prepares youth to live in a more envi-
ronmentally responsible manner; engages students from Environmental Justice areas; and 
fosters natural resource and environmental leadership skills. Originally founded in Pennsylva-
nia, Envirothon now involves students from 46 states, Canada, and two Chinese provinces 
($78,297).  

 

Bucks 

 

 Snipes Farm and Education Center: A series of three classroom presentations and 
two local field experiences, called “Where Does Stormwater Go: Linking a School, a Town, 
and a Farm,” that provides hands-on environmental education to high school students in an 
Environmental Justice area and what citizens can do to effect positive change in their commu-
nity’s environment ($3,000).   

 

Butler 

 

 Butler Area School District: Development of outdoor classrooms and teacher profes-
sional development for new hands-on learning methodologies, focused primarily on pollinators 
and habitats for students at six elementary schools ($7,850).   

 

 

Centre 

 

 Penns Valley Conservation Association: Development of curriculum toolkits on cli-
mate and incorporation into existing watershed education programs for students in grades 5?6 
and high school ($7,609). 

                                                       (continued on page 8) 
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 Pennsylvania State University: Energy education program engaging university students 
and kindergarten to grade 12 students ($3,000). 

 

Chester 

 

 Green Valleys Association of Southeastern Pennsylvania: Interactive stations to en-
gage fourth grade students in watersheds, water use, and water pollution ($1,221). 

 Nobel Learning Communities: Education on watersheds and wetlands, water conserva-
tion, and water pollution through hands-on activities, technology-driven research, and field expe-
riences ($2,200). 

 Stroud Water Research Center (two projects): Watershed environmental science, 
technology, engineering, and math education for kindergarten through grade 12 girls in Environ-
mental Justice areas across southeastern Pennsylvania ($19,748); Brandywine Watershed Dis-
covery Camp for underserved youth ($3,000). 
 

Columbia 

 

 Columbia County Conservation District (two projects): Stream conservation and wa-
ter quality presentations, using a stream table model, for schools, municipalities, and public 
events ($3,000); climate resiliency education projects for the public ($3,000). 

 

Clinton 

 

 Clinton County Conservation District: Workshops for teachers, pre-service teachers, 
and nonformal educators on climate change and water-related topics ($2,050). 

 

 

 

                                                          (continued on page 9) 
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Cumberland 

 

 Cumberland County Conservation District: Nonpoint source water pollution work-
shops, using Rain to Drain and a stream table model, for environmental teachers, municipal 
stormwater coordinators, watershed associations, and others ($2,942). 

 

Crawford 

 

 Allegheny College: Hands-on, inquiry-based science to teach middle and high school 
students about local waterways ($3,000). 

 

Dauphin 

 

 Dauphin County Conservation District: Rain barrel stormwater management work-
shops for homeowners ($3,000). 

 Harrisburg University Science and Technology: Summer enrichment activity for 
youth ages 13?16 engaged in Harrisburg’s Environmental Teen Corp leadership program 
($1,844). 

 One Water, One Story: Development of online modules, including videos and photo-
graphs, for watershed organizations and K?12 educators ($3,000). 

 Pennsylvania Association of Conservation Districts: Development of interpretive sign 
templates for conservation districts to educate the public on completed stream restoration pro-
jects ($3,000). 
 

Delaware 

 

 

 Villanova University: Program in which college students will engage high school stu-
dents in environmental monitoring projects in the areas of climate change, water and air quality, 
and Environmental Justice ($19,938). 

 

                                                          (continued on page 10) 
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Erie 

 

 Erie County Conservation District: Installation of interactive signage at Headwaters 
Park to educate the public on lakeshore habitat, history, and species ($3,000). 

 School District of Erie: Development of two middle school curriculum units connecting 
elementary programs with high school career tracks ($2,908). 

 

Fayette 

 

 Connellsville Area School District: Program in which students develop underwater ro-
bots to monitor water quality, share data online, and report findings to local government agen-
cies ($2,991).   

 

Juniata 

 

 Juniata County Conservation District: Stormwater management workshops for small 
property owners and demonstrations at community events ($1,589). 
 

Lancaster 

 

 Pequea Valley School District: Program partnering students and township leaders and 
residents to explore stormwater best management practices ($3,000). 

 Thaddeus Stevens College of Technology: Incorporation of the Chesapeake Bay 
Landscape Professional Certification Program into the Water and Environmental Technology 
associate degree program curriculum ($16,287). 

 

 

                                                      (continued on page 11) 
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Lawrence 

 

 Lawrence County Conservation District: Installation of a green alley and delivery of 
workshops on stormwater and green infrastructure ($19,999). 
 

Luzerne 

 

 Eastern Pennsylvania Coalition for Abandoned Mine Reclamation: “AMD STEAM in 
the Streams” watershed education program for sixth graders, including stream investigations and 
water quality monitoring ($3,000). 
 

Mercer 
 

 Buhl Park Corporation: Workshops on water conservation, stormwater management, and 
nonpoint source pollution and distribution of rain barrels ($3,000). 

 

Monroe 

 

 Monroe County Conservation District (two projects): Watershed education programs 
using a “Shaping Watersheds” augmented-reality sandbox ($2,289); a stormwater rain barrel 
workshop for residents ($2,410). 

 

Montgomery 

 

 Let’s Go Outdoors: Hands-on activities and field experiences addressing climate change 
and water issues for students in grades 7?10 who live in Environmental Justice areas ($19,539). 

 Montgomery County Conservation District: Conservation and Water Pollution Preven-
tion Workshop for homeowners, emphasizing stormwater management practices ($2,997). 

 Norristown Area School District: Hands-on science activities and nature discovery for 
third and fourth grade students in Environmental Justice areas ($3,000). 

 

                                                           (continued on page 12) 
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 Riverbend Environmental Education Center: A STEM-based aquaponics program to 
build environmental literacy through teacher professional development and student lessons 
($20,000). 

 Souderton Area School District: New plant science course for high school students us-
ing a campus greenhouse ($3,000). 
 

Northampton 

 

 Nurture Nature Center: Development of a statewide Watershed Friendly Properties certi-
fication program ($19,998). 
 

Northumberland 

 

 Northumberland County Conservation District: Field day focused on coal mining his-
tory and water quality and tree planting activities for middle and high school students ($3,000). 
 

Philadelphia 

 

 Friends of the Heinz Refuge at Tinicum: “Watershed Stewardship in Action” project to 
educate and empower youth, educators, and young professionals ($17,970). 

 Land Health Institute: Six-month program providing middle and high school students in 
distressed Philadelphia neighborhoods with immersive, hands-on experiences in natural and 
built environments ($8,985). 

 Overbrook School for the Blind: Farm to table summer program and a “Waste Warri-
ors” pilot program, focused on cafeteria composting, for student interns ($2,055). 

 Philadelphia Solar Energy Association: Solar energy education program in which mid-
dle school students from disadvantaged communities design, build, and race solar-powered cars 
($3,000). 

 Schuylkill River Development Corporation: Workshops delivered in Environmental 
Justice areas that provide hands-on activities and tours about the impacts of human actions on 
water quality, including drinking water ($1,050). 

 

                                                          (continued on page 13) 
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 The Franklin Institute: Engagement of grades 8?12 school teams and community-

based organizations in Environmental Justice areas in climate action planning and collaboration 
($17,328). 

 The U School: Development of an “Urban Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources” club 
and introduction of 10th and 11th graders to career paths in sustainability ($2,998). 
 

Pike 

 

 Pike County Conservation District: Stream monitoring workshops for middle schools 
and a “Train the Trainer” workshop for teachers and the public ($2,973). 
 

Potter 
 

 Potter County Conservation District: Family-friendly backyard conservation workshops 
providing activities to increase climate change knowledge as it relates to water quality and polli-
nator health ($1,860). 
 

Somerset 

 

 Benscreek Canoe Club: A series of hands-on workshops to develop underserved youth 
ages 14?18 into proficient paddlers and environmental stewards through including tree planting, 
water sampling, and stream biology ($2,718). 
 

Wayne 

 

 Lacawac Sanctuary Foundation Environmental Education Center: Watershed field 
investigations for fourth and fifth grade students in Wayne and surrounding counties ($3,000). 

 Wildlands Conservancy: Two “sense of place” watershed education field studies for 
students in grades 6?7, including options for community action projects in Environmental Justice 
areas ($18,031). 

 

Source: The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) 
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The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) announced the conclusion of 
its prompt interim response under the Hazardous Sites Cleanup Act (HSCA) for the Pool Doctor-

Beaver Alkali Products Site in Rochester, Beaver County. The site is now clear of hazardous 
chemicals that had been improperly stored and disposed within and outside buildings on the site. 
Final restoration of the site—which consisted of final grading, construction of a drainage swale, 

seeding, and mulching—has been completed.  

 

“Unexpected emergencies like this one, involving potentially deadly chemicals, shows the need 
for secure funding for the HSCA program,” said DEP Secretary Patrick McDonnell.  

 

On July 1, 2019, DEP initiated the prompt interim response under HSCA to remove and properly 
dispose of the chemicals at the site to mitigate the threat to human health, safety, and the envi-
ronment. 

  

When DEP initiated its response, the site consisted of many drums and containers of unknown 
liquids and solids improperly stored and disposed in dilapidated buildings. These substances 
were associated with chemical businesses and a laboratory that operated out of the buildings 
located on the property. This site was not a DEP-regulated facility, but DEP responded when it 
became aware that the threat of release of unknown substances into the environment posed a 
public health and environmental risk. 

 

Over the course of its response, DEP—through its contractors—processed approximately 1,000 
containers of waste materials, most of which were classified as hazardous. DEP identified and 
categorized the chemicals inside and outside the buildings and prepared them for disposal or 
recycling. This survey includes a visual assessment of interior spaces, identification and/or clas-
sification, descriptions, and estimated quantities of each chemical. 

 

The site presented significant challenges due to the quantity of unmarked, mislabeled, and in-
compatible chemicals stored improperly and in deteriorating containers, which was exacerbated 
by the structural instability of the buildings. Hazardous substances found at the site included 
strong acids, bases, oxidizers, and solvents. Many of these materials are highly reactive and un-
stable, strong irritants, flammable, and prone to combustion in sunlight, heat or moisture. 

                                                           (continued on page 15) 
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DEP originally allocated $375,000 for its response and to collect, categorize, and properly dis-
pose of miscellaneous chemical wastes removed from the dilapidated facility. Then, a collapsed 
building that housed a large amount of improperly stored chemicals contributed to a chemical 
reaction, fire and chemical release at the site on July 12, 2019. As work progressed, DEP found 
additional storage areas and stock of hazardous chemicals as well as drums buried on the prop-
erty. This coupled with the cost of addressing structural issues within the remaining building to 
conduct the work safely, disposal, transport, and 24/7 security for the site led to the total cost 
exceeding $3 million. A forthcoming final project report will be posted to DEP’s project website 
and will include the final cost, a full listing of all substances removed, and where they were dis-
posed of. 

 

As required under HSCA, DEP held a public meeting and hearing on September 4, 2019, where 
it collected public comments. These comments and DEP’s response were added to documents 
and information gathered by the department to form the basis of the administrative record. The 
administrative record closed on December 5, 2019, and DEP issued its response to comments 
and statement of decision to conduct the response action that same day. These documents and 
other relevant information are available on DEP’s webpage for this matter. 

 

While this phase of its response is complete, DEP continues to investigate any and all potentially 
responsible parties. DEP retains the right to pursue any site owners or other potentially respon-
sible parties for all costs incurred by DEP during its response. DEP has notified the Borough of 
Rochester of the completion of the department’s prompt interim response.  

Source: The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) 
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As part of Chesapeake Bay Watershed Awareness Week, the Pennsylvania Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection (DEP) launched a new storymap, Healthy Waters, Healthy Communities, 

that shares tips for reducing nutrient and sediment runoff pollution and shows the benefits of im-
proving water quality in Pennsylvania’s part of the watershed. All or part of 43 counties are in the 

watershed. 
  

“Reducing runoff is a challenge for everyone, everywhere. This is pollution that runs off farm 
fields, overfertilized turf, and roads and other hard surfaces—things that are prevalent in our 

modern lives—and goes directly into our waters,” said DEP Secretary Patrick McDonnell. 
“Although the challenge is great, communities, farmers, businesses, organizations, and state 

government partners are taking action and making exciting progress across the watershed. The 
storymap shares some of this passion and work, and shows Pennsylvanians the many ways they 

can help.” 

 

Over 12,000 miles of streams and rivers in the watershed have been degraded by nutrient and 
sediment runoff pollution. Actions to reduce runoff will help foster a healthy watershed with bene-
fits to all aspects of Pennsylvanians’ lives, from providing safe drinking water to protecting soil 
quality for better crop yield, reducing flooding, and providing outdoor recreation enjoyment and 
jobs.  

 

Healthy Waters, Healthy Communities highlights numerous success stories, including a Ly-
coming County farmer who saw his cattle benefit from stream bank buffers, eleven Blair County 
municipalities partnering on stormwater management projects, and a York County homeowner 
who turned his entire one-acre suburban yard into a bioswale and raingarden.  

 

Information appears throughout the storymap on DEP, Department of Conservation and Natural 
Resources (DCNR), and Department of Agriculture programs that offer funding and technical 
support.  

 

“This storymap is yet another invaluable tool in helping us all help the Chesapeake Bay Water-
shed,” said DCNR Secretary Cindy Adams Dunn. “It will enable us to better focus on increasing 
resources and technical assistance, reinvigorate partnerships and create a culture of compliance 
in protecting Pennsylvania’s water quality and, by virtue of that, the quality of the Chesapeake 
Bay.” 

                                                               (continued on page 17) 
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“Improving water quality in the Chesapeake Bay Watershed is both a requirement and a respon-
sibility for us all,” Agriculture Secretary Russell Redding said. “The only way Pennsylvania will 
meet the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s reduction targets by 2025 is if we all do our 
part. Farmers make their living off clean soil and water, that is why they are the original stewards 
of the land. Much has been asked of farmers, and they’ve responded to the call to improve water 
quality.” 

 

Top tips and printable one-pager handouts show what farmers, municipal leaders, business 
owners, and residents can do to reduce runoff, from installing fences and planting vegetation on 
a stream bank to joining their Countywide Action Plan. Meaningful Watershed Education Experi-
ences and other tools for teachers are included, and a Northeastern School District science 
teacher talks about how planting a stream bank buffer is meaningful for students. 

 

“Deep dives” explore topics such as the contributions that outdoor recreation and agriculture 
make to Pennsylvania’s economy, the positive impacts that green infrastructure has on busi-
ness, and the vital connection between trees and water quality. Like shelter for humans, trees 
are essential to healthy streams and rivers. 

 

Healthy Waters, Healthy Communities also shares the natural wonders of the watershed. “Test 
Your Water Smarts” invites storymap visitors to see if they’re as smart about water quality as the 
eastern hellbender, the Pennsylvania state amphibian. Hellbenders seek the healthiest waters to 
live. 

 

Learn more about Chesapeake Bay Watershed Awareness Week. 

Source: The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) 
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The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced the availability of approximately 
$77 000 in grants today to fund Clean Air Act (CAA) projects for federally recognized tribes in 
Virginia. 

The CAA Amendments of 1990 established a funding mechanism to assist tribes in addressing 
air pollution and prevention activities within Bureau of Indian Affairs approved jurisdictional 
boundaries.  

This is the first time that the Region has been able to offer grant funding to tribes in the Mid-

Atlantic region. 

In the other EPA Regions  CAA state and tribal air grant dollars have been used to fund projects 
such as air quality monitoring  basic air quality assessments  emissions inventories  indoor air 
quality assessments and trainings  residential wood smoke reduction programs and road dust 
emissions reductions. 

These CAA grants support development of tribal air environmental programs that will achieve 
measurable environmental and public health results. Activities conducted under these grants 
may include: 

Identifying and investigating air pollution sources  

Providing community education and outreach on air quality issues  

Conducting needs assessments and outreach on indoor air and asthma issues  

Participating in local  regional  and national air quality initiatives  

Performing baseline studies and creating an emissions inventory  

EPA anticipates awarding between one and five cooperative agreements ranging from $15 000-

$77 000. Proposals are due by close of business Aug. 30  2020.   

Information on the Request for Proposals can be found at: https://www.epa.gov/tribal/region-3-

tribal-program.  For more information about the CAA Request for Proposals  contact Michelle 
Moyer  215-814-2098  or moyer.michelle@epa.gov 

Source: The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
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The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced today that two Philadelphia organ-
izations – the Energy Coordinating Agency of Philadelphia and the Pennsylvania Horticultural 
Society – are among 12 groups nationwide receiving $30,000 each to help address environmen-
tal justice issues in their communities. 

“EPA works day in and day out to provide clean air, water and land, with a particular focus on 
environmental justice,” said EPA Administrator Andrew Wheeler. “These grants support the 
Trump Administration’s promise to provide critical investment in low-income and minority com-
munities that have environmental justice concerns.” 

The organizations announced today were selected from the large pool of applicants in 2019. 
This funding is in addition to 50 organizations awarded $1.5 million in grants nationwide in No-
vember 2019 

“It’s invigorating for EPA’s Mid-Atlantic Region to provide this funding to two Philadelphia groups 
that have shown a commitment to addressing environmental justice issues in city neighbor-
hoods,” said EPA’s mid-Atlantic Regional Administrator Cosmo Servidio. “These groups de-
veloped projects that will improve and protect the health and safety of Philadelphia families.” 

The Energy Coordinating Agency of Philadelphia will use the funds to educate 40 families in low 
income neighborhoods that have a high levels of home lead contamination about how to live 
safely with lead.  The project will include a lead audit of their homes and education on how to 
contain the lead so it minimizes health risks.   

The Pennsylvania Horticultural Society will use funding to address environmental issues in the 
Tioga and Nicetown neighborhoods in Philadelphia by working with neighborhood leaders and 
stakeholders on a year-long program of community engagement and education that will foster 
discussion on environmental justice concerns. The project will include regular meetings and 
workshops to inspire residents to commit to greening and cleaning efforts in their neighbor-
hoods.  

Environmental Justice Small Grants enable organizations to conduct research, provide educa-
tion and training, and develop community-driven solutions to local health and environmental is-
sues in minority, low-income, tribal and rural communities. The grants program provides critical 
support to organizations that otherwise lack the funding and resources to address environmental 
challenges in underserved and overburdened communities. 

Seven of the 12 grants selected, or almost 60%, will support communities with census tracts 
designated as federal Opportunity Zones – an economically-distressed community where new 
investment may be eligible for preferential tax treatment. Most often, those who reside near 
these sites are low-income, minority, and disadvantaged Americans. By focusing resources on 
these areas, we can multiply the impact of the tax incentive and attract even more economic de-
velopment to these areas. 

                                                              (continued on page 20) 
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This month, as part of its 50th anniversary commemoration, EPA is highlighting some of the key 
state, tribal, international, non-profit, and private sector partnerships that have helped our nation 
further its progress toward cleaner air, water, and land. As one example, EPA’s Office of Envi-
ronmental Justice coordinates with multiple partners that include federal and local government, 
business and industry, and academia to help improve environmental and public health conditions 
of low-income and minority communities. 

For more information on the Environmental Justice Small Grants Program, including descriptions 
of previously funded grants: https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/environmental-justice-

small-grants-program 

For more information on additional winners, please visit: 
https://wwwepa.gov/environmentaljustice/environmental-justice-small-grants-program 

For more information on the Environmental Justice Small Grants Program, including descriptions 
of previously funded grants: https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/environmental-justice-

small-grants-program 

Source: The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
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On July 1, the U.S. House passed a $1.5 trillion infrastructure bill that includes bipartisan pro-
posals to address the problem of abandoned mine lands in Pennsylvania and across the coun-
try. 

These proposals would help eliminate dangerous health and safety risks like acid mine drainage, 
while making way for new economic development. 

“We’ve taken an important step to put Americans back to work in good jobs by rebuilding our 
physical and digital infrastructure for the twenty-first century,” said Cong. Matt Cartwright (D-PA). 
“The Moving Forward Act makes critical investments in rural broadband, schools, roads, public 
transit and hospitals across the nation. I’m also proud that it will help grow northeastern Pennsyl-
vania’s economy by enabling us to transform our abandoned mine lands for years to come. The 
Moving Forward Act is an investment in our recovery and a down payment on our future.” 

The Moving Forward Act includes bipartisan legislation to reauthorize the Abandoned Mine Land 
(AML) Trust Fund, which is essential to cleaning up our waterways and protecting communities 
from the hazards of abandoned mines, such as acid mine drainage, dangerous highwalls and 
waste coal piles. 

The fund would end in September 2021 if Congress does not act, and Pennsylvania’s Eighth 
District has more than 300 unfinished AML sites. 

The infrastructure package also includes the RECLAIM Act, which would accelerate the invest-
ment of $1 billion in unappropriated funds from the AML Trust Fund over the next five years, 
bringing roughly $300 million to Pennsylvania alone for these projects. 

The Moving Forward Act also includes provisions to-- 

-- Protects access to safe drinking water by investing over $25 billion in the Drinking Water 
State Revolving Fund and other programs to ensure all communities have clean drinking water 
and to help remove dangerous contaminants like PFAS from local water systems. 

-- Modernizes our energy infrastructure for a clean energy future by investing more than 
$70 billion to transform our electric grid to accommodate more renewable energy, expand re-
newable energy, strengthen existing infrastructure, help develop an electric vehicle charging net-
work, and support energy efficiency, weatherization, and Smart Communities infrastructure. 

-- Promotes new renewable energy infrastructure by incentivizing the development of wind 
and solar on public lands and building a workforce for offshore wind. 

Click Here for a summary of the Moving Forward Act. 

Source: PA Environment Dogest 


