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country; the soil, the water, 

the air, the minerals, the 
plant life and the wildlife. 

This is my Pledge! 
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Whose Budget Pro-
posal Does That? 

 

90 percent of voters 
want MORE funding 
for critical environ-
mental and conser-
vation programs. 

What budget pro-
posal does that?  
None, so far. 

The 90 percent came 
from a poll released 
last October by 

the Growing Greener 
Coalition and 
the Conservation 
Voters of Pennsylva-
nia that surveyed vot-
ers about how they 
felt about the envi-
ronment, while deep 
into the COVID pan-
demic. 

More than 90 percent 
of Pennsylvania vot-
ers want Harrisburg 
politicians to pursue 
important environ-
mental priorities, in-

cluding preventing oil 
and gas pipeline ac-
cidents, preserving 
farmland, cleaning up 
rivers and streams 
and protecting the 
quality of Pennsylva-
nia’s drinking water. 

91 percent of voters 
said we have a moral 
obligation to take 
care of our natural 
environment. 

(continued on page 2) 

90% Of Voters Want MORE Funding For Critical Environmental, 
Conservation Programs & Local Projects--  

February 2021 

DEP Provides $1 Million in Support as 26 More Counties in 
Chesapeake Bay Watershed Begin Developing Plans to Improve 

Local Water Quality 

www.acslpa.org 

Jack Walters—Conservation Chairman 

port 26 counties in 
the upper half of the 
Chesapeake Bay 
Watershed in devel-
oping Countywide 
Action Plans to im-
prove local water 
quality. 

 

The counties join 
eight others in the 
lower half of the wa-
tershed who devel-

State Phase 3 Wa-
tershed Implementa-
tion Plan reaches a 
milestone, with all 
counties signed on-
The Pennsylvania 
Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection 
(DEP) announced it 
has awarded ap-
proximately $1 mil-
lion in grants to sup-

oped Countywide 
Action Plans in 2019 
and 2020. All 34 
counties that were 
asked to create and 
carry out plans to 
reduce local nutrient 
and sediment pollu-
tion as part of the 
state Phase 3  
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90 percent of those surveyed agreed that protecting water quality and land in Pennsylvania is 
critical to keeping the state’s economy strong. 

89 percent said open spaces, parks and the outdoors have become MORE important to them 
because of the pandemic. 

A poll released January 27 found 86 percent say parks, trails and the outdoors were essential-- 
again, essential-- to their physical and mental health during the pandemic.  Read more here. 

87 percent agreed that, even when the state budget is tight, we should still find the money to in-
vest in protecting Pennsylvania’s land, water and wildlife. 

Pennsylvania voters also overwhelmingly supported increasing funding for critical environmental 
priorities-- even if it means raising taxes and fees. 

And when informed the state is facing a multi-billion-dollar shortfall that may necessitate budget 
cuts, 62 percent report preferring cuts to other items in the budget and not environmental and 
conservation programs. 

Nearly 75 percent of voters support dedicating existing sales tax revenue generated from out-
door recreation activities like hunting and fishing to programs that improve water quality. 

More than 60 percent of voters support ending the state sales tax exemption for bottled water 
and using the revenue generated to improve water quality. And 60 percent support a $10 a year 
tax increase to increase funding for conservation programs. 

Backlog In Environmental Needs 

The Growing Greener Coalition laid out just a few of the conservation funding needs-- 

-- 25,468 miles of Pennsylvania rivers and streams are unsafe for drinking, swimming, fishing, 
and boating [and $324 million a year is needed for Pennsylvania’s part of the Chesapeake Bay 
Watershed alone]; 

-- More than 200,000 acres of abandoned mine lands and thousands of brownfield sites pollute 
our water and threaten human health and safety; and 

-- State parks and forests require nearly $1 billion in necessary repairs. Read more here. 

More than $3.468 Billion in environmental funding for DEP and DCNR environmental and con-
servation programs has already been cut or diverted to other purposes by the Senate and House 
and various governors over the last 14 years.  The list is here. 

 

 

                                                           (continued on page 3) 
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Of particular concern have been attempts to divert, cut or freeze monies from the Keystone Rec-
reation, Parks and Conservation Fund and Environmental Stewardship (Growing Greener) 
Fund that support community-based environmental restoration, recreation, land conservation 
and water quality and habitat improvement projects. 

In addition, over the last 17 years, state General Fund support for DEP environmental protection 
programs have been cut by more than 40 percent and the agency’s staff by nearly 30 percent, 
while still expecting the same level of protection for the environment and public health. 

Visit the Growing Greener Coalition website for more on conservation needs and funding issues. 

How Clean Is Your Stream? 

DEP’s Interactive Report Viewer allows you to zoom in on your own stream or watershed to find 
out how clean your stream is or if it has impaired water quality using the latest information in the 
draft 2020 Water Quality Report. 

(Photo: The iconic Rosie the Riveter was created by Pittsburgh artist J. Howard Miller as a post-
er for Pittsburgh-based Westinghouse Electric & Manufacturing Company to promote a message 
to workers to work hard and not slack off.) 

Source (PA Environment Digest) 
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Watershed Implementation Plan have now signed on. 

 

“This is an exciting first in Pennsylvania’s longtime work to improve the health of the water-
shed,” said DEP Secretary Patrick McDonnell. “Having all counties on board demonstrates a 
new level of community commitment to improving local waters and protecting the benefits they 
bring to our lives. It also reflects the effectiveness of new partnerships by state agencies and 
the agriculture, forestry, wastewater, and business sectors to support this local work. DEP will 
do everything we can to sustain this action for healthy waters.” 

 

DEP awarded $1 million in grants from the Environmental Stewardship Fund to support local 
development of planning teams and Countywide Action Plans of best management projects to 
reduce nitrogen, phosphorus, and sediment pollution. These pollutants are building up in 
streams, rivers, and lakes as a result of human activities such as applying fertilizers, plowing 
and tilling agricultural fields, and stripping away trees and vegetation, increasing streambank 
erosion. 

 

To make the most of limited funding, the 26 counties have formed groups to develop 10 Count-
ywide Action Plans. Each group applied for and was approved for up to $100,000 in grant fund-
ing. 

 Group 1: Chester, Berks, and Schuylkill counties 

 Group 2: Lackawanna, Luzerne, and Susquehanna counties 

 Group 3: Lycoming and Northumberland counties 

 Group 4: Tioga, Potter, and Bradford counties 

 Group 5: Snyder and Union counties 

 Group 6: Montour, Columbia, and Sullivan counties 

 Group 7: Clinton, Clearfield, and Cambria counties 

 Group 8: Blair, Huntingdon, and Fulton counties 

 Group 9: Dauphin and Perry counties 

 Group 10: Juniata and Mifflin counties 

 

                                                       (continued on page 5) 
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The DEP grants are part of multiyear agreements to support counties’ participation 
in Pennsylvania’s Phase 3 Watershed Implementation Plan to meet federal obligations to im-
prove the health of the bay. 

 

The state plan takes a Healthy Waters, Healthy Communities approach, giving county teams 
control of local water quality improvement, while providing as much data, technical assistance, 
funding, and other support as possible. It encourages and equips counties to develop strategies 
and determine project sites and types that will benefit their communities and farmers, municipali-
ties, businesses, and other landowners while restoring the environment. 

 

Adams, Franklin, Lancaster, and York counties completed their Countywide Action Plans in 
2019 and began to enlist partners, pursue funding sources, and break ground on projects in 
2020. Bedford, Centre, Cumberland, and Lebanon counties submitted their draft plans to DEP in 
December and are in the process of finalizing them. 

 

All or part of 43 Pennsylvania counties are in the Chesapeake Bay Watershed. The remaining 
nine counties have low levels of nutrient and sediment pollution and are not requested to devel-
op Countywide Action Plans. 

Source: The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) 
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The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) announced a consent assess-
ment of civil penalty (CACP) with Covanta Plymouth Renewable Energy, LLC (Covanta Plym-
outh) to address air quality violations that occurred at its Conshohocken facility. 

 

The CACP covers violations that occurred on eight separate days between June 2019 and Sep-
tember 2020, as well as Continuous Emission Monitoring Systems violations and late emission 
fee payments. In addition to corrective actions currently being identified and implemented, Co-
vanta Plymouth has agreed to pay a $218,393 civil penalty. 

 

Between June 2019 and June 2020, Covanta Plymouth experienced 3 unplanned shutdowns 
due to a loss of power, which resulted in excess emissions, visible fugitive emissions and odors. 
The CACP also addresses malodor events. 

 

Causing unpermitted air pollution, not properly using control devices and causing malodors are 
violations of the Air Pollution Control Act and the facility’s Title V Operating Permit. 

 

Covanta Plymouth has outlined several corrective actions it has or will implement at its Con-
shohocken Facility to address the events outlined in the CACP. DEP has been in close commu-
nication with the facility, the Pennsylvania Department of Health, and local stakeholders to en-
sure that these corrective actions will adequately address these issues. These actions include:  

 

 Revised operational procedures to allow for consistent work practices following power 
losses;  

 Electrical upgrades, including repairs and inspections that will improve the reliability of the 
facility’s primary electrical supply;  

 Roof improvements such as refurbishing rooftop vents to better filter emissions and re-
placing existing silencers to reduce noise impacts associated with safety steam releases; and 

 Testing and planned use of an approved foam to more quickly extinguish smoldering re-
fuse during an unplanned shutdown. 

 

                                                        (continued on page 7) 
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“Regardless of the circumstances that cause it, one thing is clear: unpermitted air pollution is un-
acceptable,” said Southeast Regional Director Pat Patterson. “DEP remains committed to work-
ing with facilities as needed to ensure that compliance is met and that issues affecting neighbor-
ing communities are addressed.” 

 

The $218,383 civil penalty payment will go into the Commonwealth’s Clean Air Fund which is 
used for the elimination of air pollution. 

Source: The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) 
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Days away from the opening of the first-ever virtual Pennsylvania Farm Show, Agriculture Sec-
retary Russell Redding highlighted the various ways to experience the 105th show. 
 

“In a normal year, we bring half a-million people into our home in Harrisburg to experience 
Pennsylvania agriculture,” said Redding. “This year, we’re not bound by geography and are ex-
cited for the opportunity to bring the Farm Show into your homes as a virtual event. We look for-
ward to introducing a whole new audience to the industry that sustains life for us all and the 
people who make it thrive.” 
 

Redding outlined the following ways to experience the virtual show: 

• Peruse more than 200 Virtual Exhibits: A collection of vendors, associations, educa-
tors, and services that fill the booths of the virtual 2021 Pennsylvania Farm Show. 
Browse through this fascinating list of exhibits and follow the links to videos and activities 
and cultivate a brighter tomorrow with us. These exhibits can be explored from the com-
fort of your home. Join us down this rabbit hole of Pennsylvania agriculture. 

• Events: A diverse bounty of live and pre-recorded events will be available on the Penn-
sylvania Farm Show Facebook page and the Pennsylvania Cable Network. Tune in to 
learn how to tie dye with plants, watch an alpaca obstacle course, tour a farm, learn to 
make butter, find a new favorite Pennsylvania pairing of food and wine, get dinner inspi-
ration from local chefs and farmers, enjoy agriculturally themed bedtime stories, and view 
on-the-issues discussions about Pennsylvania’s strong, diverse, and resilient agriculture 
industry. The full schedule of virtual events is available online. Events not held through 
Facebook or PCN may require pre-registration from attendees, which is noted on the 
schedule. 

• Instagram Takeovers: The Pennsylvania Farm Show will host 20 takeovers on 
the @PAFarmShow Instagram page that will take you behind the scenes of Pennsylva-
nia’s farms. Pennsylvanians can follow along to learn the innerworkings of everything 
from goat or poultry farming to organic agriculture or bees or rabbits. The Instagram take-
overs will run from Saturday, January 9 through Saturday, January 16, 2021. 
  

• Pennsylvania Farm Show Trail: With the first-ever virtual Pennsylvania Farm Show, 
comes the first-ever Pennsylvania Farm Show Trail! The trail is a map that features the 
commercial exhibitors and PA Preferred members you’ve come to love at the traditional 
Farm Show. An interactive map, you can search for your favorites by keyword (honey, 
apples, wine, steak, alpaca fiber) or just browse to see what’s available in your own 
hometown. 

                                                    (continued on page 9) 
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 The map features both storefronts, such as farmers markets, and businesses with ecom-
merce platforms. Everything from beer or fresh produce to pet food and fiber-products or 
hand-crafted artisan products. 

• Duckling Pond & Beehive Live Cams: Buzz in to check out the live beehive and duck-
ling pond cams daily from 8:00 AM to 6:00 PM – the links to the cams will be available at 
farmshow.pa.gov starting Saturday, January 9, 2021. Look for the cam links un-
der Participate Virtually on the website. 

• Become an Ag Explorer: Elementary and early secondary school children can become 
Ag Explorers by visiting virtual stations at farmshow.pa.gov to learn about raising goats, 
sheet, rabbits, dairy, pork, and beef; organic agriculture, the environment, hardwoods, 
bees and honey, apple production, maple syrup, mushrooms, 4-H, plastic recycling, dog 
licensing, and Christmas trees. Kids can visit each virtual station, then take a quiz, which 
they can submit to enter a drawing for a Farm Show prize package. A full Teacher’s 
Toolkit is available for educators looking for ways to incorporate the virtual Farm Show 
into virtual lesson plans. 

• Butter Up! Pennsylvanians are invited to push up their sleeves for some hands-on fun 
with the first-ever create-your-own butter sculpture competition. The contest is open for 
entries from Saturday, January 9 through Saturday, January 16, 2021 at 8:00 PM. 

 

For the most up-to-date information on the virtual 2021 Pennsylvania Farm Show like 
the Pennsylvania Farm Show on Facebook, follow @PAFarmShow on Instagram, and vis-
it farmshow.pa.gov. 
 

Notes for media: Visit the Media tab at farmshow.pa.gov for a 2021 Social Media Toolkit, links 
to press releases, photo gallery, contacts and more. 

Source: PA Secretary Of Agriculture 
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Winding through Northwestern Pennsylvania, connecting Pymatuning and Shenango lakes 
with the Beaver River via 82 miles of scenic, peaceful river, the Shenango River has been vot-
ed the state’s 2021 River of the Year. 

The public was invited to vote online, choosing from among five waterways nominated across 
the state. Results were announced jointly today by the Department of Conservation and Natu-
ral Resources (DCNR) and the Pennsylvania Organization for Waterways and Rivers (POWR). 

Other waterways nominated were the Buffalo Creek, Lehigh River, Loyalhanna Creek and 
Tunkhannock Creek. 

“The River of the Year selection does much more than focus on attributes of the most deserv-
ing Shenango, it recognizes the Shenango River Watchers and other supporters who rallied 
behind it,” said DCNR Secretary Cindy Adams Dunn. “This annual honor recognizes not only 
our state’s wealth of rivers and streams, but also the dedicated folks who fight to protect them.” 

A total of 16,494 votes were cast, with the Shenango River receiving 5,436; Buffalo Creek, 
3,079; Lehigh River, 5,287; Loyalhanna Creek, 1,703; and Tunkhannock Creek, 989. 

DCNR and POWR will work with the Shenango River Watchers to create a free, commemora-
tive poster celebrating the Shenango River as the 2021 PA River of the Year. 

The Shenango River Watchers will receive a $10,000 Leadership Grant to help fund a slate of 
year-long 2021 River of the Year activities. 

Shenango River Watchers was founded in 2001 by a small group of interested and dedicated 
citizens. The organization began by hosting trash and litter cleanups. Since 2001, it has re-
moved over 1.5 million pounds of trash from the watershed and attracted more than 50 volun-
teers at each cleanup event. 

In addition to cleanups, they conduct water quality monitoring and aquatic life surveying. In the 
last 20 years, Shenango River Watchers has provided outdoor, hands-on environmental learn-
ing opportunities for hundreds of students within the watershed through its annual Outdoor En-
vironmental Education Day. 

Shenango River Watchers is currently the only organization in Mercer County whose sole fo-
cus is on the clean-up, preservation and protection of the Shenango River and its recreational 
opportunities. Shenango River Watchers host over 20 annual events including two successful 
sojourns attracting up to 400 paddlers per event; an outdoor environmental education day with 
over 250 local students; and a 5k race that attracts over 1,200 runners plus spectators. 

They also partner with other groups to host free recreational workshops such as a fly-casting 
clinics and introduction to kayaking courses, as well as community hikes, volunteer work days 
and cleanups. 

                                                       (continued on page 11) 



Shenango River Named PA 2021 River Of The Year In Public Voting 
(continued) 

PAGE 11 CONSERVATION COMMITTEE REPORT VOLUME 23 ISSUE 2 

For 20 years the Shenango River Watchers has demonstrated commitment and ability to plan 
and implement a wide range of events for the benefit of the community and the Shenango Riv-
er. 

"We are thrilled to have the Shenango River chosen as the Pennsylvania River of the Year! . 
This is a great honor, not just for the Shenango River Watchers but for our region as a whole. 
Thank you to DCNR and POWR for this fabulous opportunity,” said Shenango River Watchers 
President. Dr. Brandi Baros. “Thank you to our volunteers, who have cleaned up 1.5 million 
pounds of garbage from the river and its watershed and turned a neglected waterway into a 
paddler’s paradise. Every year we see more and more people come out to enjoy the wondrous 
recreation opportunities the Shenango has to offer, including kayaking, fishing, hiking, and 
birdwatching.” 

In cooperation with DCNR, selection of public voting choices was overseen by the Pennsylva-
nia Organization for Watersheds and Rivers (POWR), an affiliate of the Pennsylvania Environ-
mental Council. 

“POWR would like to commend everyone across the commonwealth for their support for the 
nominated waterways,” said POWR’s Janet Sweeney. “Enthusiasm for River of the Year con-
tinues to grow. This program truly is a wonderful opportunity to showcase all the nominated 
waterways and the great work being done in Pennsylvania communities on these valuable re-
sources.” 

A commemorative River of the Year sojourn is among many paddling trips supported by DCNR 
and POWR each year. An independent program, the Pennsylvania Sojourn Program, is a 
unique series of a dozen such trips on the state’s rivers. These water-based journeys for ca-
noeists, kayakers and others raise awareness of the environmental, recreational, tourism and 
heritage values of rivers. More sojoun information and details on grant applications are offered 
by POWR. 

Learn more about River of the Year. 

Source:The Department of Conservation and Natural Resources (DCNR) 
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The Pennsylvania Departments of Environmental Protection (DEP), Agriculture, and Conserva-
tion and Natural Resources (DCNR) announced today that state and local partners made rec-
ord progress in 2020 on the Phase 3 Watershed Implementation Plan (Phase 3 WIP) to im-
prove the health of Pennsylvania’s share of the Chesapeake Bay Watershed. 

 

“In a year of significant challenges related to the COVID-19 pandemic, when any partnership 
with as many moving parts as the Phase 3 WIP could’ve fallen apart, we achieved a record lev-
el of progress,” said DEP Secretary Patrick McDonnell. “We ended the second year of Phase 3 
WIP implementation with every county now signed on to help and people reaching out to get 
involved, as well as notable progress by the wastewater, farming, and other sectors.” 

 

Nutrient (nitrogen and phosphorus) pollution and sediment build up in streams, rivers, and lakes 
as a result of human activity, such as using too much fertilizer, plowing and tilling agricultural 
fields, and stripping away trees and vegetation, increasing streambank erosion.  

 

The Phase 3 WIP is the state-coordinated initiative to reduce these pollutants and improve wa-
ter quality to benefit Pennsylvania’s local communities, economy, and quality of life, while meet-
ing U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) requirements for the bay. All six states in the 
watershed and the District of Columbia began working in 2010 to meet these federal targets. 
The Phase 3 WIP follows two earlier plans. Year-end reports for 2020 demonstrate that Penn-
sylvania attained a number of milestones. 

 

While EPA is still reviewing 2019-2020 numeric data, its initial assessment credits Pennsylvania 
with its third largest annual nitrogen reduction in 2019-2020. Wastewater treatment plants con-
tributed 73 percent, their largest annual nitrogen reduction in 35 years. This was due primarily 
to more accurate reporting of actual versus estimated pollutant levels. 

 

EPA credits Pennsylvania with its sixth largest annual phosphorus reduction in 2019-2020. 
Wastewater treatment plants contributed 61 percent, their second largest annual phosphorus 
reduction in 35 years. 

 

                                                       (continued on page 13) 
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Farmers contributed 25 percent of the nitrogen reduction and 32 percent of the phosphorus 
reduction, which is their largest annual phosphorus reduction since 2010. Better accounting of 
implementation of nutrient and sediment reducing practices, such as the state-required agri-
cultural erosion and sediment control and nutrient and manure management plans, was one 
contributing factor. 

 

Increasingly efficient application of fertilizers was another contributing factor. EPA research 
shows that of all states in the watershed, Pennsylvania has had the largest historical decline 
in “agricultural surplus,” or excess nitrogen and phosphorus that isn’t absorbed by crops. 

 

“Despite the challenges of 2020 to the agriculture industry, farmers stepped up to meet their 
commitments to reducing nutrient and sediment loads to the bay by developing and imple-
menting conservation plans, using fertilizers more efficiently, increasing the use of no-till tech-
nology, and planting cover crops,” said Agriculture Secretary Russell Redding. “We know that 
we need to cultivate tomorrow to feed the future, and that requires stewardship of our re-
sources today.” 

 

Many types of best management practices and projects help reduce nutrient and sediment 
water pollution, including applying fertilizer efficiently, planting trees on streambanks, installing 
fencing to keep livestock out of water, practicing no-till farming, managing manure correctly, 
and restoring streams and floodplains to more natural conditions. 

 

Also, according to EPA’s initial assessment, Pennsylvania carried out nutrient and manure 
management, cover crop, soil and water conservation planning, and non-agriculture erosion 
and sediment control best management practices at twice the rate in 2019-20 as its long-term 
annual rate. 

 

Although the pandemic made it difficult to get boots on the ground in 2020, state and county 
partners persevered in engaging landowners for upcoming projects and launching or complet-
ing current projects. 

 

 

                                                       (continued on page 14) 
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Building on several years of leading the collaborative movement of many partners to plant 
trees along streams, DCNR launched the Buffer My Stream outreach campaign, resulting in 
contacts with more than 180 landowners, with plantings occurring last fall and into this year. 
The department also implemented a new Lawn Conversion Program in 2020, resulting in ap-
proximately 20 acres of installations. 

 

“Streamside buffers and converting grass to trees or meadows are natural ways for agricultural 
and residential landowners to create cleaner water and improve the stewardship of their land,” 
said DCNR Secretary Cindy Adams Dunn. “Not all eligible landowners are aware of their value, 
so our efforts last year focused on making it easy for landowners to understand the benefits of 
these practices and connect them with funding and experts available to guide them.” 

 

The Phase 3 WIP takes a Healthy Waters, Healthy Communities approach, inviting county 
teams to take control of local water quality improvement, with state and other partners provid-
ing as much data, technical assistance, funding, and other support as possible. It encourages 
and equips counties to develop strategies and determine project sites and types that will bene-
fit their communities and farmers, municipalities, businesses, and other landowners, while re-
storing the environment. 

 

State government and sector partners have responded as much as possible to county leaders’ 
requests for specific types of assistance. In 2020 this included developing a new guide that 
clarifies the permitting process on watershed projects and holding web-based trainings and 
weekly coordination calls with the eight Tier 1 and 2 counties. In addition, DEP, the Department 
of Agriculture, and DCNR continued efforts to find and provide as much funding as possible to 
support water quality improvement projects by counties, farmers, and other landowners. 

 

In 2020, four counties—Bedford, Centre, Cumberland, and Lebanon—completed Countywide 
Action Plans (CAPs), identifying priority initiatives and best management practices to reduce 
nutrient and sediment pollution. Twenty-six more counties agreed to develop their plans in 
2021. These 30 counties join four that completed CAPs in 2019: Lancaster, York, Franklin, and 
Adams counties. 

 

All 34 counties that were asked to develop and carry out plans to reduce their share of nutrient 
and sediment pollution have signed on to do so. 

                                                       (continued on page 15) 
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Lancaster County, which is pursuing the largest nutrient reduction goal in Pennsylvania’s share 
of the watershed, began or completed projects at many municipal, farm, or other sites in 2020, 
including the City of Lancaster, Culliton Park, Murry Ridge Park, Paradise and Rapho town-
ships, Woerth It Hollow Farm, and other locations. 

 

“We've definitely had success with on-the-ground project implementation. The funding that DEP 
gave us for CAP implementation, and the flexibility of those dollars, has been extremely help-
ful,” said Allyson Gibson, Lancaster Countywide Action Plan coordinator. “We appreciate being 
able to get that to projects on the ground quickly and be responsive to the local decision mak-
ing.” 

 

Luzerne, Lackawanna, and Susquehanna counties are among the northern counties develop-
ing CAPs in 2021. The three counties will share a plan coordinator but create individual CAPs. 

 

“By working together with local stakeholders to develop clean water action plans for each coun-
ty, we’ll identify opportunities for improving water quality that align with unique local needs and 
interests,” said Josh Longmore, Executive Director of the Luzerne Conservation District. 
“Through our regional partnership on a planning grant from DEP, we’ll also be able to develop 
plans that take into account our shared challenges to reducing pollutants in the Susquehanna 
River, its local tributaries, and eventually the Chesapeake Bay.” 

 

Actions to help foster a healthy watershed benefit all aspects of Pennsylvanians’ lives, from 
providing safe drinking water to protecting soil quality for better crop yield, reducing flooding, 
and providing outdoor recreation enjoyment and employment. 

 

“We forged a new level of state, local, and sector partnership in 2018 to develop a truly viable 
watershed plan from the ground up,” said Secretary McDonnell. “Today we’re seeing just how 
strong that partnership is. Real commitment to improve water quality has taken root.” 

 

For more details on Phase 3 WIP work and outcomes last year, find the 2020 Pennsylvania 
Programmatic Milestone Status Report at Tracking Pennsylvania’s Progress and see the first 
eight Countywide Action Plans. 

Source: The Pennsylvania Departments of Environmental Protection (DEP) 
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The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) executed a consent assess-
ment of civil penalty (CACP) with Range Resources - Appalachia, LLC (Range Resources), an 
oil and gas operator that owns conventional wells, on Thursday, January 7, 2021, in the 
amount of $294,000 for violations of the 2012 Oil and Gas Act (Oil and Gas Act) regarding 
wells ineligible for inactive status listed on its inactive status request to DEP. DEP received 
Range Resources’ CACP payment on Friday, January 8, 2021. 

 

“It’s the law: inactive wells need to be viable for future use. If wells are not viable for future use, 
then they should be classified as abandoned wells and are required to be plugged,” said DEP 
Secretary Patrick McDonnell. “DEP is committed to ensuring the safety and health of all Penn-
sylvanians and will continue to enforce violations of the commonwealth’s environmental protec-
tion laws.” 

 

The Oil and Gas Act mandates that wells must satisfy several criteria to be granted inactive 
status, including being viable for future use within five years. If wells are not viable for future 
use then they are ineligible for inactive status, and after 12 consecutive months of no produc-
tion, the well would be classified as abandoned and must be plugged. 

 

Range Resources applied for inactive status on Friday, September 29, 2017, for its Shirocky 
No. 1 (Shirocky) well, located in Fayette County, indicating that it intended to return the well to 
production at a future date. 

 

However, Range Resources concurrently included its interoffice communication with its inac-
tive status well application that stated its Shirocky well had no viable future use despite conflict-
ing information in its inactive status application. Therefore, the Shirocky well was ineligible for 
inactive well status because it had no viable future use and should have never been listed on 
the request. It should have been classified as abandoned and subsequently plugged. 

 

Unplugged abandoned wells can be an extreme hazard to the health and safety of people and 
the environment. Leaking wells can contribute to air, water, and soil contamination. 

 

                                                      (continued on page 17) 
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Pennsylvania’s oil and gas fields are riddled with about 200,000 to 560,000 abandoned wells 
representing a legacy of a century of largely unregulated oil and gas development. 

 

After receiving Range Resources’ interoffice communication that conflicted with its Shirocky in-
active status application, DEP issued a subpoena to Range Resources for information related 
to other wells that Range Resources had requested inactive status. The information developed 
based on Range Resources’ response to the subpoena indicated that between Tuesday, July 
16, 2013, and Monday, October 11, 2017, 42 of Range Resources’ conventional wells were 
placed on inactive status but were never used again. Some of the wells had not been in use for 
12 months at the time Range Resources submitted its applications for inactive status. 

 

Range Resources used the inactive status period to delay the eventual plugging of unproduc-
tive wells without returning them to active status. A well granted inactive status is required to be 
plugged, or returned to active status, within five years of the date inactive status was granted. 
Operators can apply for an extension of inactive status.  

 

Range Resources should have classified the wells with no viable future use as abandoned and 
plugged them. Similar to the Shirocky well, these wells were ineligible for inactive status and 
should have never been included in the requests. 

 

DEP issued a notice of violation to Range Resources regarding the Shirocky well. Additional 
violations were addressed with the operator leading up to the CACP. 

 

Range Resources plugged its wells with no viable future use, which DEP confirmed. Following 
this action, DEP assessed Range Resources a civil penalty of $294,000. DEP received Range 
Resources’ CACP payment on Friday, January 8, 2021. The plugging and payment satisfied the 
conditions of the CACP. 

 

DEP deposited the money received from the CACP into an account for DEP’s Well Plugging 
Program and will use this money to plug orphan wells that have no responsible operator and 
that pose risks to public safety and the environment. 

“Assuring operators plug idle wells addresses liabilities now, instead of leaving them for future 
generations,” said McDonnell. 

Source: The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) 
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The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), in partnership with the National Fish and 
Wildlife Foundation (NFWF), announced the award of approximately $1.2 million for eight pro-
jects in Pennsylvania to improve rivers and streams that connect to the Chesapeake Bay. 

The funds are part of nearly $5 million provided by EPA as part of the Consolidated Appropria-
tions Act of 2014 to the six Bay watershed states and the District of Columbia for the imple-
mentation of restoration projects by local governments. 

The Pennsylvania funds, administered by NFWF, will generate more than $2.2 million in 
matching contributions for a total impact of nearly $3.5 million. 

 Among the projects are: 

· Implement stream restoration along a tributary of Codorus Creek in York County to re-
move more than a half million pounds of sediment per year. ($200,000 award; $620,757 
match) 

· Restore the floodplain of the Conewago Creek and its tributary, Brills Run, in London-
derry and Mount Joy townships (Dauphin and Lancaster counties), reducing the annual 
sediment load by 1,524 tons. ($200,000 award; $30,000 match) 

· Expand a cover crop incentive program on farms in Cumberland County. ($54,600 
award; $27,300 match) 

· Install animal waste management facilities and barnyard runoff controls as part of a 
Plain Sect Clean Water Demonstration Farm in Paradise Township, Lancaster County. 
($200,000 award; $170,000 match) 

A full list and descriptions of the Pennsylvania projects are available at: 
https://www.nfwf.org/sites/default/files/2021-02/chesapeake-pennsylvania-2020-grant-slate.pdf 
 . 

“EPA is pleased to support home-grown projects that reflect local needs and improve local wa-
ter quality,” said EPA Acting Mid-Atlantic Regional Administrator Diana Esher.  “Our suc-
cess in restoring the Chesapeake Bay relies on improving the streams and rivers that connect 
to it.  These projects will help Pennsylvania take the next steps in meeting its shared commit-
ment to restoring the Bay.  We appreciate the support of NFWF in this effort.” 

“Local governments are critical partners in identifying and advancing watershed restoration ef-
forts that align with local needs, concerns, and resources,” said Amanda Bassow, NFWF’s 
Northeast Regional Director. “NFWF is pleased to continue partnering with EPA in delivering 
funding and technical assistance that supports municipalities and conservation districts at the 
front lines of implementing our local and regional restoration goals.” 

 

 

                                                        (continued on page 19) 
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The Local Government Implementation (LGI) funds are part of broader grant programs funded 
and administered by EPA through its Chesapeake Bay Program Office (CBPO) – the Chesa-
peake Bay Implementation Grant (CBIG), the Chesapeake Bay Regulatory and Accountability 
Program (CBRAP), or both. 

Source: The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), 


