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GUN OWNERS ALERT: 
 

PA Lawmakers Set Special Day 

Session on Guns 
 

Anti-gun lawmakers will get a shot this Fall to advance 

new gun laws in a rare, one-day House session in the 

Pennsylvania legislature, according to The York Daily 

Record. 

Rep. Dwight Evans (D-Philadelphia) brokered a deal 

with House Republican leaders to hold the session on 

crime and violence Sept. 26. The House will convene in a 

Committee of the Whole, which allows House members to 

debate and take unofficial “straw votes” meant to show 

how much support exists for proposals. 

House Majority Leader Sam Smith (R-Jefferson) 

agreed to the session as a vote neared on the state budget. 

Several Democrats were eyeing procedural maneuvers on 

bottled-up gun bills that threatened to delay the budget, 

and the one-day session in September appeased both sides. 
Key bills that Evans and his allies want to move 

include a “one-gun-a-month” proposal and a measure that 
would give Philadelphia power to enact its own gun laws. 
The newspaper said the session is the latest strategy by 
anti-gun lawmakers who are usually at odds with 
Republicans who control the legislature. 

The Sept. 26 session will be the first high-profile push 

for new gun laws since Gov. Ed Rendell formed a special 

commission two years ago. 

 

Gun Confiscations in California 
by Jennifer Freeman 

In 1989, California was the first state in the nation to 

enact a ban on a specific list of semi-automatic rifles 

dubbed "Assault Weapons." In 1999, the ban was 

expanded to include a wider array of semi-automatic 

rifles. Rifles that possess certain cosmetic features such as 

a folding stock, pistol grip, or heat suppressor were 

deemed "Assault Weapons." In order to gain public 

support for these bans, the California legislature and other 

anti-gun groups and individuals created a image that the 

rifles to be banned were more dangerous than ordinary 

rifles and that the only reason for the existence of such 

rifles was to commit violent acts on human beings. To this 

day, many Californians, including those in the media, are 

under the false impression that an "Assault Weapon" is a 

fully automatic machine gun. This was a deliberate, yet 

successful, act of deception orchestrated against the 

people of California. "Assault Weapons" are not in the 

same class as fully automatic machine guns which are 

subject to a separate set of laws altogether. Rather, an 

"Assault Weapon" is a semi-automatic rifle that fires one 

round of ammunition for every pull of the trigger but also 

contains certain cosmetic features which have no bearing 

on the practical functionality of the firearm. These types 

of firearms have been commercially available since 1896.  

In 2000, the State of California banned the sale of AK 

and AR-15 rifles, regardless of whether or not they 

possessed the features required to fall under the "Assault 

Weapons" ban. People who owned so-called "Assault 

Weapons" prior to the ban were allowed to keep their 

firearms as ex-post facto laws prevent such things as 

retroactive gun banning. The State of California, however, 

required that anyone who had such a rifle prior to the ban 

undergo a special registration with the California 

Department of Justice. This presented a moral dilemma for 

many California gun owners for the following reasons: 

The registration requirement is a blatant violation of 

the Second Amendment and is therefore null and void;  

Compliance with the new law could lead to additional 

gun bans and abuses of gun rights;  
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Registration means that the Department of Justice 

keeps a list of certain gun owners and the semi-automatic 

rifles that have been otherwise banned;  

Firearm registration leads to confiscation.  

On July 16, 2006, the Fifty Caliber Institute reported 

that the Los Angeles County Gun Task Force in CA has 

begun serving search warrants on residents in that county 

who are suspected of holding un-registered "Assault 

Rifles" including 50 BMG target rifles. The task force has 

confiscated and issued felony charges on at least one 

individual who was deemed to be out of compliance. If 

convicted on a felony, that individual will never be 

allowed to legally own any firearms for the rest of his life.  

It is unclear how the Los Angeles County Gun Task 

Force obtained information that would constitute 

cause for a search warrant. If the gun owner did not 

register with the State, how did the County know what 

firearms were in his possession?  

Gun owners across the country should pay close 

attention to this issue. 

The County of Los Angeles is taking an offensive 

position against firearm owners while simultaneously 

ignoring other laws such as illegal immigration and the 

myriad of crimes associated with it. The people of 

California must appeal to Governor Arnold 

Schwarzenegger and the national media. It is obvious that 

there will be no assistance whatsoever by working within 

the system of Los Angeles County. Without a public 

outcry and national awareness, there is no telling how 

many cities will adopt a similar policy. 

 

Gun Owners of America 

www.gunowners.org 

Phone: 703-321-8585 / FAX: 703-321-8408 
Friday, July 28, 2006 

On Tuesday, GOA-supported legislation passed the 

House of Representatives by a whopping 322-99 vote. The 

bill -- introduced by Rep. Bobby Jindal (R-LA) -- is 

similar to the Vitter amendment which passed the Senate 

earlier this month. 

GOA has kept its members abreast of Jindal's 

important bill (HR 5013), as it would legislatively block 

federal agents from confiscating firearms during an 

emergency. Jindal's language would even give aggrieved 

gun owners a cause of action in federal court to recover 

their firearms and would recompense victorious plaintiffs 

for their attorney's fees. 

Both the House and Senate have passed Emergency 

Protection language, albeit in different forms. So GOA 

will keep you updated on progress related to this important 

legislation. 

You can go to 

http://clerk.house.gov/evs/2006/roll401.xml to see how 

your Representative voted on the Jindal bill. 
In other news, the House Judiciary Committee was 

supposed to consider McCarthy's Brady Enhancement 

legislation, H.R. 1415, this past Wednesday. This bill will 

spend millions of dollars to further prop up the 

unconstitutional Brady Law and would allow the federal 

government to troll through state misdemeanor, diversion, 

psychiatric, tax, and even library records -- all for the 

purpose of finding new reasons to seize guns from law-

abiding Americans. 

Thankfully, there are some Representatives who are 

getting your message of opposition loud and clear. A few 

Republicans on the committee are ready to vote against 

the bill, but we don't know yet if it will be enough to kill it 

in committee. 

While the bill is not scheduled to come up until 

September, GOA asks you to keep an eye out for future 

alerts on this subject throughout the summer. We will be 

asking many of you to contact your Representative in the 

district -- when he or she is home during the August 

recess. 

Your response in opposition to the McCarthy bill is 

important because GOA is the only national pro-gun group 

opposing the bill in Congress. 
 

NSSF Bullet Points 

www.nssf.org 

July 2006 (volume 7, Nos. 27 & 28) 

• ATF DIRECTOR RESIGNS . . . Carl J. Truscott, 

director of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms 

and Explosives (ATF), announced his resignation last 

Friday in a letter to Attorney General Alberto Gonzales, 

citing plans to "pursue other challenges and consider 

private sector opportunities." Truscott was appointed 

director in April of 2004 by then Attorney General John 

Ashcroft. During his tenure, Truscott worked to ensure 

the rights of firearms retailers while fighting to reduce 

the criminal misuse of guns through joint industry and 

law enforcement programs such as Don't Lie for the 

Other Guy, the straw purchase deterrence program. 

"ATF Director Truscott is a good and honorable man 

who has worked hard for the firearms community and 

the American people. We wish him well in his future 

endeavors," said NSSF senior vice president and general 

counsel Lawrence G. Keane. 

• CHALLENGES FOR HOME-BASED FFL'S . . . 

According to a story in the South Bend Tribune, the 

zoning commission is increasingly fielding requests 

from "gun hobbyists" for permits to operate a firearms 

business out of their homes, and neighbors are raising 

objections. Due to relatively new federal regulations, the 
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local permits are now required before an individual can 

obtain a federal firearms license. 

• BILLBOARD PROMPTS STORY . . . Despite what a 

prominent billboard near Fenway Park in Boston says 

about illegal guns coming into the city from Maine, the 

majority of guns used in crime in Boston come from 

within Massachusetts, according to a Portland Herald 

story. Says Paula Silsby, U.S. Attorney for the District 

of Maine, "When you go to the extent of putting up a 

billboard blaming crime in Boston on another state, I 

think the rhetoric has gotten a little heated." The rhetoric 

should come as no surprise since the billboard was paid 

for by John Rosenthal and Stop Handgun Violence, the 

political force behind Massachusetts' strict gun control 

laws. 

• RIGHT OF SELF DEFENSE EXPANDS . . . Over the 

past year 15 states have enacted “Castle Doctrine” laws 

that expand the right of self-defense, allowing victims 

being attacked to stand their ground in situations that 

previously would have forced them to retreat. The laws 

have also sought to thwart charges brought by attackers 

against their victims following the use of self-defense. 

Opponents of the legislation have referred to the Castle 

Doctrine as a “shoot first law,” the same unsubstantiated 

claim originally leveled by those in the gun-ban lobby 

against concealed carry laws. In a story today, the New 

York Times examines recent cases involving the law. 

• THE PENALTY FOR LYING AND BUYING . . . 

"Don't buy it for the other guy and don't lie for the other 

guy, unless you're prepared to spend the next several 

years in a federal prison," said Chuck Rosenberg, U.S. 

Attorney for the Eastern District of Virginia at last 

Tuesday's press conference kicking off the joint NSSF-

ATF program that helps deter illegal straw purchases. 

Rosenberg used the media opportunity to announce an 

indictment of 11 alleged suspects in a gunrunning 

scheme involving illegally purchased firearms in 

Virginia that were peddled on the streets of New York. 

ATF and NYPD cooperated on the undercover 

operation, in marked contrast to New York Mayor 

Michael Bloomberg and his recent amateur "sting" 

operations using private eyes to target out-of-state gun 

dealers, an obvious publicity stunt when you consider 

Bloomberg did not even consult with NYPD. In the 

Virginian-Pilot's story, an anti-gun group's spokesperson 

ignored ATF and the U.S. Attorney's support of the 

program, taking a verbal swipe at Don't Lie that NSSF 

promptly responded to with a letter to the editor. 

• LOOKING FOR A RETRACTION . . . Robert 

Marcus, owner and operator of Bob's Gun Shop in 

Norfolk, Va., is exploring legal action against the 

Virginian-Pilot newspaper over an article which claimed 

the store sold "most" of the firearms involved in an 

alleged gun trafficking operation ("11 charged in 

Virginia-to-New York gunrunning scheme," July 22, 

2006). Marcus is hoping the newspaper will print a 

retraction, asserting that the U.S. attorney's indictment 

made clear only two firearms were bought at his store, 

but fears damage to his business' reputation is already 

done. Bob's Gun Shop has been in business for 61 years. 

• HOUSE APPROVES BAN ON CONFISCATION 

DURING A DISASTER . . . The U.S. House of 

Representatives, with a vote of 402-23, emphatically 

passed legislation to bar federal officials or federally 

funded local law enforcement from confiscating legally 

owned firearms during a natural disaster, reports the 

Times-Picayune. The bill's sponsor, Louisiana 

Congressman Bobby Jindal, said he wants to avoid a 

repeat of occurrences during Hurricane Katrina.  

• FEDS MAY EXPAND HUNTING 

OPPORTUNITIES . . . The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service has proposed adding or expanding hunting 

opportunities on seven national wildlife refuges. The 

proposals, impacting four states, were published in the 

Federal Register on July 24. A public comment period 

will end August 16. "We are committed to expanding 

hunting and fishing opportunities wherever we can," 

said agency director H. Dale Hall. In 2005, 

approximately 2.3 million Americans hunted on national 

wildlife refuges. 

• BILL TIES U.N. GUN CONTROL ACTIVITIES TO 

U.S. FUNDING . . . In recent years the United Nations 

has sought to advance policies that could affect the 

individual's right to bear arms, and members of the U.S. 

Congress have taken notice, attempting to tie American 

purse strings to U.N. action. Legislators from Louisiana, 

Sen. David Vitter and Rep. Charles Boustany, have 

introduced S. 1488 and H.R. 3436, respectively, each of 

which would require that the President of the United 

States certify to Congress each year that the U.N. has 

taken no action to "restrict, attempt to restrict, or 

otherwise adversely infringe upon the rights of 

individuals in the United States to possess a firearm or 

ammunition…" If the president cannot provide that 

certification, the legislation would allow for the refusal 

to submit any funding to the U.N. for that fiscal year.  

• ANTI TAKES BIG POT . . . Among the big winners at 

the shooting competition at Camp Perry, Ohio, is 

Olympic silver-medalist Maj. Michael Anti of the U.S. 

Army Marksmanship Unit, who claimed his third 

National Smallbore Rifle NRA Three-Position 

Championship while establishing a new Camp Perry 

smallbore record of 2311-96X, reports the Sun Journal. 

His performance erased the previous record of 2303-

91X -- set in 1994 by Anti. In accomplishing the 2006 
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feat, Maj. Anti prevailed against nearly 400 of America's 

best shooters over two days of competition.  
 

News Links: 
Dallas may drop the hammer on toy guns They're Americana 

slipped into the holsters of little boys in cowboy hats. But after a 

7-1 vote by the City Council's public safety committee, Dallas is 

closer than ever to passing one of the nation's strictest ordinances 

regulating the sale and possession of toy guns. 

http://www.dallasnews.com/sharedcontent/dws/news/localnews/s

tories/080806dnmettoygun.e85ed8.html 

 United States justice statistics show Americans need 

firearms for defense of life and property, says gun law expert 

“An analysis of crime figures released Sunday by the U.S. 

Bureau of Justice Statistics indicates that law-abiding Americans 

should continue to enjoy legal access to the possession and use 

of firearms,” gun law expert John M. Snyder said here this 

morning. 

http://www.expertclick.com/NewsReleaseWire/default.cfm?Acti

on=ReleaseDetail&ID=13401 

MA: Bullets scare off intruder Police are looking for a man 

who broke into an Everett Street home Saturday and then fled 

when the homeowner’s son opened fire on him. Massachusetts 

General Law 278, s.8A, also known as the Castle Doctrine, states 

that occupants of a dwelling are allowed to defend themselves, 

using "reasonable means" if the occupant has reason to believe 

that an unlawful intruder intends to harm him.  

 http://www.dailynewstranscript.com/localRegional/view.bg?arti

cleid=77076 

 Gun Control: Campaign Finance and ROI Previously, we 

examined how gun-rights voting records correlate with campaign 

contributions from lawyers and law firms during the 2004 

election cycle. [1] This bias appears to remain in force for the 

2006 cycle. Read about the planned attack on the firearms 

industry. 

http://www.chronwatch.com/content/contentDisplay.asp?aid=22

914&catcode=13 

Maine gun-sale laws under fire 

For the last five months, a 252-foot billboard near Fenway Park 

has been warning Boston motorists that Maine and its lax gun-

control laws help supply local criminals with their weapons. 

Even before the billboard went up, Boston officials had been 

pointing fingers north, saying that Maine, New Hampshire and 

Vermont must stop what they said had become a pipeline of 

illegal guns flowing into the city. 

http://pressherald.mainetoday.com/news/state/060806guns.shtml 

Gun-Toting Granny Still Firing at Age 82 

Not even triple-bypass surgery has kept Rita Roherty from the 

shotgun shooting that has been her life's passion. The 82-year-old 

great-grandmother underwent surgery last year, and then 

recovered to win a bronze medal in the women's shooting 

division of the Badger State Games in June. She hit 91 of 100 

clay pigeons to take third place in the competition, three years 

after winning the gold 

http://www.newsday.com/news/nationworld/wire/sns-ap-sharp-

shooting-senior,0,4434030.story 

 Canberra-supplied guns rife in Pacific 

FIREARMS provided by the Australian Government to police 

and military forces in Papua New Guinea and Solomon Islands 

are used in most gun-related crimes in those countries 

 http://www.theaustralian.news.com.au/story/0,20867,20040919-

5001561,00.html 

I'm glad it's over: robber's killer freed 

The accused thanked the jury, the gallery applauded and even the 

prosecutor was not disappointed when Karen Brown was found 

not guilty of murder, writes Natasha Wallace. 

THE facts of the case were simple: moments after the security 

guard Karen Brown shot dead a robber who had beaten her with 

knuckledusters, she staggered dazed and confused into a hotel, 

her head "bubbling" with blood and the gun dangling from her 

hand. "I have been robbed," she said. "Call the police. I think I 

killed him." 

http://www.smh.com.au/news/national/im-glad-its-over-robbers-

killer-freed/2006/08/04/1154198328984.html 

Police begin knife amnesty in UK they got all the guns out of 

their subjects hands so now the problem is knifes 

http://news.independent.co.uk/uk/crime/article571205.ece 

  Repeal All Gun Laws. You Read Me Right 

http://www.armedfemalesofamerica.com/content/EEuApEpAFZi

GYEiKvx.html 

House Moves McCarthy Bill To Give The FBI Access To 

Billions Of Your Personal Records-- In Order To Seize Your 

Guns http://www.gunowners.org/a072406.htm 

Wisconsin Supreme Court Tyranny: Justice claim Citizens have 

no "need" to carry concealed in vehicles. 

http://www.wisconsingunowners.org/main.cfm 

LA County Gun Task Force Serving Search Warrants 

Officers from the Los Angeles County Gun Task Force in CA 

have begun serving search warrants on residents in that county 

who are suspected of holding un-registered "Assault Rifles" 

including 50 BMG target rifles 

http://www.fiftycal.org/california.php#ca060716 

Gun Stops Stabbing A knife-wielding grocery store employee 

attacked eight co-workers Friday, seriously injuring five before a 

witness pulled a gun and stopped him, police said. 

http://www.breitbart.com/news/2006/07/21/D8J0MBOG2.html 

Note what the police said at the end of the article..... 

Even an insane person knows not to take a knife to a gun fight.. 

just used knife on the defenseless sheepeople. 

Gun Dealer Tries Suing Bloomberg A Georgia gun dealer that 

Mayor Bloomberg sued as part of his effort to get firearms off 

the city's streets hit the mayor with a lawsuit of his own 

yesterday, saying Mr. Bloomberg slandered his business and 

broke federal law. 

http://www.nysun.com/article/36496?page_no=1 

 MI: .50 Caliber Used in Self Defense A weekend shooting that 

left a Battle Creek man dead appears to be a case of self-defense, 

police have confirmed. 

http://www.wwmt.com/engine.pl?station=wwmt&id=28601&tem

plate=breakout_local.html 

 

They that can give up essential liberty to obtain a little 

temporary safety deserve neither liberty nor safety.  

         ---Benjamin Franklin, Historical Review of 

Pennsylvania, 1759.  


