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Pro-Gun News Conference in 

Harrisburg on March 14th 
 

Gun Owners and Sportsmen and Women converged on 
Harrisburg in a once in a decade opportunity to strike a 
blow for their rights by attending our News Conference in 

Harrisburg in support of Rep. Metcalf and Senator Pippy 

who introduced legislation to end the illegal registration of 
Firearms Owners. 

Gun Owners of America Executive Director, Larry 
Pratt joined with pro-gun grassroots groups in speaking 
out in support of ending gun registration and the hypocrisy 
of gun control. 

Legislation introduced as a result of our efforts and 
attendance in Harrisburg are as follows: 

HB 2536/SB 1156 Registration of Guns Prohibition 
HB 2563 Extending CCW Rights to Hunters 
HB 1181 Extending CCW Rights to State Employees 
More legislation is currently being drafted in 

recognition of gun owners and sportsmen and women. 
 

 

Hunting & CCW Legislation 
 

The PA House of Representatives legislation that will 
provide gun owners who hunt and possess a Concealed 
Carry Permit to possess their self-defense firearm while 
hunting currently has 42 co-sponsors and is set to be heard 
by the legislature shortly. 

This legislation (HB 2563) has been introduced at the 
request of the Allegheny County Sportsmen’s League, the 
PA Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs and the PA 
Sportsmen’s Association. 

This issue was an integral part of the March 14th news 
conference. 

 

Boy Who Posed On Web With 

Weapons Convicted 
By Sue Lindsay, Rocky Mountain News 

April 5, 2006  

An Evergreen High School student who posted 
Internet photos of himself posing with guns was 
convicted Tuesday on a charge of possession of a 
handgun by a juvenile.  

The conviction came despite his parents' testimony 
that they gave him permission to handle guns in their 
home without their supervision.  

Colorado law prohibits possession of a handgun by 
a juvenile but permits parents to give them permission 
to possess guns in their homes - even without 
supervision.  

"This is a very difficult case," defense attorney 
Barrett Weisz said in his closing argument.  

"We have pictures that raise images of the 
Columbine massacre. But if we set the specter of 
Columbine aside," he said, the boy should be 
acquitted and sent home.  

The photos were posted on the popular teen Web 
site MySpace.com. The photos showed him posing 
with a number of rifles and three handguns - a .45-
caliber pistol, a .22-caliber revolver and a .357-caliber 
revolver.  

The 16-year-old boy, who has been held in 
detention since his arrest in February, will be 
sentenced June 1. He was acquitted on two additional 
charges of handgun possession.  

The judge set a $5,000 bond, but ordered that the 
boy must be evaluated and a safety plan drawn up 
before he can be released.  
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The boy's parents testified they were upset and 
disappointed with their son when they discovered the 
photos, but said he had permission to handle the 
weapons.  

"I was not pleased and told him to take (the 
photos) down," his father testified. "I told him, 'What 
were you thinking when you took these pictures?' I 
was upset."  

The father, a gun collector and enthusiast who is 
an airline pilot and retired Air Force pilot, said he 
gave the boy and his brother extensive training in the 
safe handling of weapons.  

He said he gave his sons permission to handle the 
guns in the home even when he wasn't there, and the 
boys had access to keys to trigger locks.  

"It was due to their experience and my trust in 
them" to safely handle the weapons, he said. They 
often cleaned the guns after they had gone shooting 
and he was out of town for his job, the father said.  

They also built guns from kits, he said.  
But Jefferson County District Judge Brian 

Boatright said that that permission had limits.  
"That doesn't mean juveniles could run around the 

house and do whatever he wanted with the gun," 
Boatright said, noting that the father testified the boys 
were not allowed to load or fire the weapons unless he 
was present.  

Boatright acquitted the boy on two charges in 
which he posed with the handguns but did not have 
his finger on the trigger. One of the charges stemmed 
from a photo entitled "angel of death," in which he 
posed on the floor with guns surrounding his body.  

The judge was more concerned with a third photo 
in which the boy appeared to have his finger on the 
trigger.  

"That exceeds the scope of his training, experience 
and trust (his father) placed in the juvenile," Boatright 
said.  

Weisz argued the boy has spent far too long in 
detention already and needs to get on with his life. He 
has been enrolled in a private school. Weisz said he 
would appeal the case.  

He assured the judge that no weapons will be in 
the house again. "The hobby is gone. The guns are 
gone and won't be back," Weisz said. 

 

‘Outrage’ Gun Group Sues NY-NJ 

Port Authority 
by Dave Workman Senior Editor 

Alleging violations of the Firearms Owners Protection Act 

(FOPA) and the wrongful incarceration of an innocent Utah 

gunowner, the Association of New Jersey Rifle & Pistol Clubs 

(ANJRPC) has filed a federal civil rights lawsuit against the 

Port Authority of New York and New Jersey and one of its 

officers. 

The lawsuit, filed in US District Court for the District of 

New Jersey, seeks more than $3 million in damages for civil 

rights violations. The victim, and a plaintiff in the case, is 

Gregg C. Revell of Bountiful, UT. He was held for five days in 

early 2005 after having been arrested by the Port Authority 

police at the Newark Airport with a firearm in his checked 

luggage. 

During his incarceration, he was denied access to medi-

cation for migraine headaches the entire time, injected against 

his will to test for tuberculosis, and for the next three days, he 

was held in the Essex County, NJ, jail with several other 

prisoners, some admitted murderers. Revell told Gun Week 

that nobody was searched. 

New Jersey gun rights attorney Evan Nappen called 

Revell's arrest and incarceration "an outrage." ANJRPC 

President Scott Bach, also an attorney, told Gun Week, "When 

I heard this man's story, I became enraged. I vowed to use every 

'resource at my disposal to make sure this never happens 

again." 

The problem, both Nappen and Bach said, is that this sort of 

thing has been happening for years to other people, perhaps not 

to Revell's degree. 

Just what was Revell's alleged crime? He was arrested for 

having a firearm in New Jersey without a state license. But, 

because he was in transit from Salt Lake City to the final 

destination of Allentown, PA, where he was going to pick up a 

car he had purchased, both Nappen and Bach maintain he was 

protected by FOPA, which clearly states, ". . . any person who 

is not otherwise prohibited by this chapter from transporting, 

shipping, or receiving a firearm shall be entitled to transport a 

firearm for any lawful purpose from any place where he may 

lawfully possess and carry such firearm to any other place 

where he may lawfully possess and carry such firearm if, 

during such transportation the firearm is unloaded, and neither 

the firearm nor any ammunition being transported is readily 

accessible or is directly accessible from the passenger 

compartment of such transporting vehicle. . . . " 

Revell's tale is a traveler's nightmare. Revell, a 57year-old 

real estate broker and car sales hobbyist, married with eight 

children, is a law-abiding Utah resident with a spotless criminal 

record. He is licensed to carry a concealed handgun in the 

Beehive State. 

On Mar. 31, 2005 he was flying alone from Salt Lake City 

to Allentown to retrieve the car he had bought, with the intent 

of driving it home across the country. When he checked his 
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luggage at Salt Lake City, he declared the unloaded, cased 

handgun and ammunition in his luggage as required by law. He 

said he took the gun for personal protection on his return road 

trip. The pistol was an AMT Backup chambered in .45 ACP, 

with a nylon holster inside the case. 

After a stop at the Minneapolis/St. Paul, MN, airport, 

Revell's flight to the Newark, NJ, airport aboard a Continental 

jet arrived 45 minutes late, causing him to miss his connection 

to Allentown. 

Revell was told he would be on a later flight, leaving" 

Newark at 8 p.m., but after a five-hour wait at the airport, he 

found himself being put on a bus that would drive him and 

other passengers to Allentown. It was then that he learned his 

luggage was not on the bus, so he went back to the Continental 

lost baggage area to reclaim his luggage, which was outside the 

airport's secure area. For some reason still not explained, his 

baggage had been checked through only to Newark, yet a 

subsequent check with the airline computer did show his 

bag had been checked to Allentown. 

Having retrieved his bag, and learning that there were 

no more connections to Allentown that night, he went 

directly to the Airport Sheraton Hotel, according to the 

lawsuit, a copy of which was obtained by Gun Week. 

The next morning, he was back at the Newark airport 

where he once again, as required by law, declared his un-

loaded, cased handgun in his luggage. He took the bag to 

the nearby Transportation Security Administration to have 

it screened, and found himself soon surrounded by several 

officers. They moved him away from other passengers and 

began questioning him about the handgun and 

ammunition. He explained the travel troubles he had 

experienced, and that he was in transit to neighboring 

Pennsylvania, and they arrested him for .possession of a 

handgun without a ,permit. 

He was held overnight i n  the Port Authority jail and 

later transferred to the Essex County jail. While Revell de-

scribed the Port Authority facility as clean and quiet, the 

county jail was abominable. For eight hours, Revell was 

held in a single cell with eventually 27 other prisoners. 

There was one clogged toilet that would not flush and was 

caked with vomit, he recalled. 

He was given a stale sandwich and some kind of juice 

drink for nourishment. During the remaining three days he 

was held, for a total incarceration of 99 hours, he said the 

food was inedible, and he lost about 10 pounds. He 

suffered a 30-hour migraine, and became acquainted with 

admitted murderers, one of whom wanted to know how 

many people he had killed. 

"I told him that I don't kill people," Revell recalled, 

"I'm a law-abiding citizen. And I asked him how many 

people he had killed, and he said `four." 

‘ T i p  o f  I c e b e r g ’  

Revell finally secured his release for a $15,000 cash 

bail, was allowed to continue his journey after having not 

bathed for five days, and eventually retained Nappen as 

counsel. He flew back to New Jersey for a court hearing 

and waited in the courtroom for more than an hour with 

Nappen and Bach, and the judge never showed up. 

Nappen, he said, talked to an assistant prosecutor and 

got another court date, and on the very day that Revell 

was to have flown back to New Jersey a second time, he 

got a call from Nappen, who reported that the prosecutor's 

office had dropped the charges with an administrative 

dismissal. 

But his firearm, ammunition and holster, the gun case 

and locks have not been returned, and Revell wants his 

property back. Lewis Powell, an assistant Essex County 

prosecutor, assured Gun Week that Revell can get his pis-

tol back, by "going through the formality" of contacting 

the county prosecutor's office and filing the appropriate 

paperwork. 

Since the charges were dismissed against Revell, 

Powell "can see no reason" why the firearm would not be 

returned. He further stated that Revell can also petition the 

court to have the arrest expunged from his record. 

Surprisingly, Powell confessed he was not aware of 

FOPA. 

The case has enraged Bach, and Nappen believes this 

lawsuit could force an end to such arrests. Bach believes the 

Revell case represents "the perfect FOPA storm." That is, 

the plaintiff is "squeaky clean" and was victimized by an 

agency that ignored the protections built into FOPA to 

protect Americans traveling with firearms. 

"We're going to teach the Port Authority of New York and 

New Jersey a lesson they're not going to forget," Bach pre-

dicted, "and we're going to send a message to every other 

airport (and) every other law enforcement officer." 

In addition to the Port Authority, the lawsuit names as 

an individual defendant the arresting officer, Scott 

Erickson. 

"They need to understand what their responsibilities are 

and that there are consequences," Bach said. "New Jersey is 

one of the most anti-gun jurisdictions there is. Where 

better than to stand up ... and make them pay?" 

Nappen called Revell's case "just the tip of the 

iceberg." Other travelers have been prosecuted under 

similar circumstances, simply because they were follow-

ing federal law by declaring their firearms at ticket 

counters in New Jersey or New York. 

"There is no question that Mr. Revell suffered 

tremendously for no reason and for doing nothing wrong. . 

. . This man's 

got damages," Nappen said. "He's been harmed beyond 

anything that might be considered an inconvenience. He 

was 100% righteous." 

‘ C a n ' t  C o m m e n t ’  

Because a lawsuit has been filed, Port Authority 

spokesman Mark Lavorgna told Gun Week he cannot 

comment on Revell's case. He did say the Port Authority 

employs 1,600 police officers, that it is independent from 
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other law enforcement agencies in New York and New Jer-

sey, and that officers have the authority to enforce state 

laws on Port Authority property. He maintains that the 

arresting officer was
,
 in the right, and that the agency would 

support his actions. 

Port Authority officers do not have jurisdiction off Port 

Authority property, however. Lavorgna also said that, be-

cause the lawsuit has been filed and it might raise issues 

about how the Port Authority police handle situations, 

"Anytime an issue is made with a procedure, it is reviewed." 

Likewise, Powell from the county prosecutor's office, 

told Gun Week that "I am going to make some 

recommendations to a couple of people . . . that they look at 

(FOPA) and from there maybe do some training of the law 

enforcement personnel." 

A review will hardly be good enough, though. Revell, 

who has since joined the National Rifle Association and 

plans to become a life member, explained in a very calm 

demeanor that he hopes this never happens to another 

person. For his part, Bach said the ANJRPC is part of the 

lawsuit because it has members in other states who should 

never face such an arrest when they are protected by FOPA. 

The Port Authority is aware of FOPA, which is detailed 

on the New Jersey State Police website. There, anyone who 

checks will learn that, "New Jersey laws governing firearms 

permits, purchaser identification cards, registration and 

licenses do not apply to a person who is transporting the 

firearm through this State if that person is transporting the 

firearm in a manner permitted by federal law." 

Whether the argument will be made on "technicality" 

that Revell crossed the line because he took his luggage to 

an airport hotel and then returned the following day to the 

airport remains to be seen. It evidently was not an issue for 

the Essex County Prosecutor, who dropped the charges. 

Nappen estimated it might take as long as two years for 

this lawsuit to wind its way into a courtroom and be 

decided. In the meantime, there is no indication that the 

Port Authority police in New Jersey and New York are 

going to change their procedures. The New GUN WEEK, 

March 20, 2006 

 

Armed Citizen Assists Cop in Louisiana, 

Kills Attacker 
by Dave Workman Senior Editor 

An armed Louisiana citizen who was wearing a neck brace and 

walking with a cane when he came to the aid of a police officer and 

fatally shot the attacker was not given credit for saving the cop's 

life, although law enforcement sources told Gun Week that no 

charges would be filed against the citizen. 

The armed citizen, identified as Perry Stephens, was outside a 

business in Baton Rouge when the Feb. 17 altercation broke out 

between Officer Brian Harrison and the man who eventually died, 

George Temple II. Pulled over by Harrison for breaking into a 

funeral procession, the 24-year-old Temple reportedly attacked the 

motorcycle officer, who was calling for help when Stephens 

intervened. 

Harrison had actually shot Temple once in the abdomen before 

Stephens opened fire, according to WAFB in Baton Rouge, and 

the Baton Rouge Advocate newspaper. The broadcast report said 

Temple had a criminal record, but it was not immediately known 

why he fought the officer. 

Subsequent reports said Temple was on probation for simple 

battery and simple damage to property, and that charges of simple 

battery, simple trespassing and 

simple criminal property damage were pending. There was a 

handgun in his car, but he did not use it during the fight. 

Stephens, who is licensed to carry a concealed handgun in 

Louisiana, fired four rounds into Temple's chest, and then shot him 

in the head when it did not appear the torso wounds were effective, 

and because Temple continued to ignore Stephens' commands to 

break off the fight and get off the officer, whom he had pinned to 

the ground. 

A Baton Rouge police spokesman told Gun Week that 

Harrison was not as badly injured as first suspected, though he did 

apparently suffer contusions to the face. He was off-duty at the 

time, riding escort for the funeral procession, which is a common 

practice, the spokesman said. 

When Stephens first saw the fight, his .45caliber pistol was in 

his vehicle. He retrieved the gun as Temple and Harrison fought, 

with the officer lying on his back and Temple on top of him. The 

newspaper said Harrison had called for help by that time. 

Stephens reportedly ordered Temple to stop, and when he 

didn't, Stephens fired the first four shots. He continued moving 

toward the two combatants, issuing more verbal commands, and 

then fired the fatal head shot. 

At a press conference two days after the incident, East Baton 

Rouge
-
Sheriff's spokesman Col. Greg Phares and Baton Rouge Po-

lice Chief Jeff LeDuff reportedly "stopped short of crediting 

Stephens with saving the officer's life," the television report said. 

Phares did say, though, that Stephens "attempted to place his shots 

in a way to minimize harm to the police officer since the two were 

so close," the newspaper reported. 

The Baton Rouge police spokesman told Gun Week that the 

case is being investigated by the sheriff's department because the 

shooting actually happened literally yards outside the city limits, in 

the sheriff's jurisdiction. He also said the evidence would be turned 

over to the local district attorney, who may consider filing charges, 

or simply call a grand jury to investigate. 

The case has infuriated gun rights activists around the country. 

Geoff Beneze of Tempe, AZ, told Gun Week that he's not sur-

prised the police officials would not give proper credit to Stevens 

for saving the officer. 

"If they did that," he said, "they'd also be admitting that CCW is 

beneficial to society on the whole. This is something (law 

enforcement), as a ‘corporate body’ does not wish to do." 

Steve McPartland of Palm Harbor, FL, a former New Orleans 

resident, added that he thought it was "ungracious ... for Phares and 

LeDuff to decline to acknowledge Stephens' heroic part in the tale, 
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but gentlemanly behavior seems rarer and rarer the higher one gets 

in cop hierarchies." The New GUN WEEK, March 20, 2006 

 

New Orleans Finally Admit They 

Had Confiscated Guns 
by Dave Workman Senior Editor 

Months of denial came to an end in New Orleans on Mar. 

15 when the attorney representing the city admitted to 

counsel for the Second Amendment Foundation (SAF) and 

National Rifle Association (NRA) that the police actually did 

have possession of hundreds of firearms that had been seized 

from residents following Hurricane Katrina last Summer. 

It took a motion for contempt, filed in federal court, to jar 

the city from its longstanding contention that it did not have 

any firearms that had been taken from people without warrant 

or probable cause in the chaos that followed the hurricane 

and devastating flood. Attorneys Dan Holliday of Baton 

Rouge, LA, and Stephen Halbrook of Fairfax, VA, both told 

Gun Week that they were taken to a temporary police 

property facility in the city, where they saw more than 1,000 

firearms. The guns were being stored in a double-wide trailer 

and large van, Halbrook said. 

The city's stunning about-face came on the day that a 

federal judge was about to hear arguments on the contempt 

motion. SAF and NRA had earlier filed the motion because 

of a failure by the city to return calls or respond to other 

messages regarding the disposition of the seized firearms, and 

the lawsuit seeking a permanent injunction against such con-

fiscations in the future. 

It is still not clear who gave the original confiscation 

order, and finding that out and holding someone accountable-

is not part of the SAF/NRA legal action, Halbrook explained. 

The thrust of the lawsuit is only to prevent such gun seizures, 

and to secure the return of confiscated firearms to their 

rightful owners. 

To that end, the city has agreed to post notice on its 

website about procedures to reclaim guns. 

For Holliday, the revelation was stunning. He called the 

city's admission a "significant event." 

SAF founder Alan Gottlieb went even farther upon 

learning of the stockpiled guns. "We're almost in disbelief," 

he stated. "For months, the city maintained it did not have any 

guns in its possession that had been taken from people 

following the hurricane. Now our attorneys have seen the 

proof that New Orleans was less than honest with the court. 

"What happened in New Orleans after Hurricane Katrina 

was an outrage," Gottlieb added. "Equally disturbing is the 

fact that it apparently took a motion for contempt to force the 

city to admit what it had been denying for the past five 

months." 

NRA Executive Vice President Wayne LaPierre has 

turned the New Orleans case into a campaign issue, 

reminding gunowners across the country to "Remember New 

Orleans." 

Won't Forget 

It is not likely American gunowners will ever forget what 

happened in the Crescent City after last August's devastating 

storm and breached levees. As the city descended into chaos, 

police and fire services broke down, gangs of looters roamed freely 

through commercial and residential districts, and the relief effort 

was bound up by red tape and politics. 

Amid the anarchy, then-Police Superintendent Edwin Compass 

announced that nobody would be allowed to have firearms, and 

that all guns would be seized. Squads of police, including scores of 

officers from all over the country who went to the city to help 

restore order, also roamed the city. But in addition to keeping the 

peace, they were specifically interested in taking guns from anyone 

who had them. 

Citizens were stopped at roadblocks, in boats on Lake 

Pontchartrain, and confronted in their own homes and disarmed, 

often at gunpoint and sometimes with brute force. TV news 

footage of one such confiscation has become infamous. New 

Orleans resident Patricia Konie was gang tackled by members of a 

California Highway Patrol unit because she refused to leave her 

home, which was high and dry, and because she had an old Colt 

revolver. 

Konie was injured in that incident and later needed surgery, 

according to her attorney, Ashton O'Dwyer. She was forcibly 

evacuated and her handgun has never been returned. 

Alerted to the gun confiscations, SAF and NRA launched 

investigations that quickly became a joint operation. For more than 

a week, investigators for both groups were on the ground in the 

New Orleans area while attorneys prepared a case for the fed-

eral court. In September, Judge Jay Zainey of the Federal 

District Court for the Eastern District of Louisiana issued a 

temporary restraining order to stop the confiscations. 

It was a landmark victory, not only for its swiftness and 

because of the issue, but also because it marked a significant 

cooperative effort by two of the nation's leading gun rights 

organizations. Two months later, and just as significantly, 

NRA and SAF were back in court together again, this time 

with support from the Law Enforcement Alliance of America 

and California Firearms Retailers Association, to overturn the 

San Francisco gun ban. 

About Face 

From the outset, New Orleans authorities insisted they had 

not confiscated anyone's guns. This contention persisted over 

five months until the surprising turnabout came in March. ex 

Just how many confiscated firearms the A city has was not 

clear. Halbrook told Gun Week that the estimate of 1,100 

guns at the storage facility may not be accurate, and he said it 

is possible there are more firearms at various police 

substations around the city. New Orleans is still in the 

recovery stage, he said. Much of the city remains in ruins and 

the reconstruction effort is facing another looming hurricane 

season. 

What brought the reversal of stories, though, appears to 

have been the motion for contempt. The administration of 

Mayor Ray Nagin had not been responsive to repeated 
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attempts by the NRA-SAF attorneys to simply open a dialog 

on the original order. The motion not only asked the court to 

hold Nagin and Police Superintendent Warren Riley in 

contempt for failing to comply with the temporary restraining 

order, but also to require the city to return seized firearms to 

their owners. 

At the time the motion was filed, LaPierre issued a 

statement recalling, "With looters, rapists and other thugs 

running rampant in New Orleans, Ray Nagin issued an order 

to disarm all law-abiding citizens. With no law enforcement 

and 911 available, he left the victims vulnerable by stripping 

away their only means of defending themselves and their 

loved ones. Now Ray Nagin thinks he's above the law, and 

that's just wrong." 

"If Ray Nagin and Warren Riley think this lawsuit, and 

the court order, will just go away by pretending they don't 

exist, they are sadly mistaken," Gottlieb added at the time. 

"The city of New Orleans has insisted that no guns were 

seized, and we know that's not true.... Mayor Nagin seems to 

be suffering from the same denial that possessed him before 

the hurricane hit, and in the days afterward when he blamed 

everyone else on the map for in his failure of leadership. We 

want Nagin and Chief Riley to appear in open court and 

testify under oath why they should not  

be held in contempt. They have been given every 

opportunity to comply with the court order and they have 

done nothing. They are not above the law." 

Facing a contempt hearing, the city suddenly 

acknowledged that there were "some guns." 

Neither Halbrook nor Holliday indicated they were 

prepared to learn just how many guns the city had in lockup. 

Holliday said guns he examined were tagged, and it appeared 

the police have been creating a database to identify the guns 

and their rightful owners.  

"It's a tad bit outrageous that we've gone this long," 

Holliday said. "They've been flat out denying they had 

anything and on the day of the hearing for our motion of 

contempt they found out they had a bunch of guns."  

"While we are stunned at this complete reversal on the 

city's part," Gottlieb said, the important immediate issue is 

making sure gunowners get their property back. We're glad 

that the city is going to move swiftly to make that possible, 

and naturally we will do whatever is necessary to make this 

happen.” The New GUN WEEK, April 10, 2006 

 

NSSF Briefs: 

ATF Reform Bill Introduced 
A U.S. House bill that would modernize and reform the 

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives was 

introduced Wednesday by Reps. Bobby Scott (D-Va.) and 

Howard Coble (R-N.C.). The bill, H.R. 5092, is supported by 

NSSF. Visit the NRA-ILA online for a view of some of the 

changes included in the bill. The complete text of the bill will 

be added to the Library of Congress's THOMAS site in 

coming days. A link to the text will also be included on the 

NSSF Web site as soon as it is available.  

NEBRASKA CONCEALED CARRY BECOMES 

LAW . . . Nebraska Gov. Dave Heineman on Wednesday 

signed into law a bill that will enable law-abiding citizens to 

carry a firearm for personal protection. The governor voiced 

his support for the bill and also offered some reassuring 

comments for those who opposed the law. “To my friends 

and neighbors who disagree, the cold, hard truth is that 

people who are willing to complete this process are not the 

sort of people who will use a weapon illegally," Heineman 

said. Wisconsin and Illinois are the only remaining states that 

do not allow concealed carry for self-protection. 

FOUR PRO-GUN BILLS BECOME LAW IN IDAHO 

. . . Four pieces of legislation have been enacted in Idaho, and 

to shooters and gun owners, they are no small potatoes. 

House Bill 686 protects non-profit shooting ranges and gun 

clubs from having taxes imposed on their range fees and 

membership dues. Senate Bill 1401 is “emergency powers” 

legislation that prevents government officials from imposing 

restrictions on the lawful possession, transfer, sale, transport, 

storage, display or use of firearms and ammunition during a 

disaster emergency. Senate Bill 1428 “right to carry” reform 

legislation extends the concealed weapon license from four to 

five years, requires renewal notices to be sent before 

expiration and provides an exemption to the concealed 

weapon license for people who possess a concealed weapon 

while on property he or she owns or leases. House Bill 608 

creates an NRA motor vehicle license plate.  

FBI STATEMENT ON NICS OUTAGE . . . On April 

2, the FBI's National Instant Criminal Background Check 

System (NICS) experienced a loss of service as a result of 

problems encountered during scheduled maintenance on the 

Interstate Identification Index (III) Segment of the Integrated 

Automated Fingerprint Identification System (IAFIS). The 

maintenance consisted of significant changes to support a 

future migration to a storage area network. The III outage was 

planned for 10 hours beginning at 12:01 a.m. on April 2, with 

the planned startup at 10 a.m., a two-hour delay in service. 

However, even though the system-change procedures had 

been tested, the technical staff encountered several issues that 

prevented the restoration of III services within this planned 

window. As a result, NICS did not return to service until 

11:45 p.m., nearly a 16-hour interruption in NICS services. 

The FBI apologizes for any inconvenience the outage may 

have created.  

COLLEGE GROUP MAKES POINT WITH GUN-

GIVEAWAY . . . The College Libertarians at the University 

of Michigan focused on the importance of Second 

Amendment rights at a gathering at the university’s Michigan 

Union and put an exclamation point on the meeting by 

awarding a gun of the winner’s choice in a raffle. Following 

presentations by Michigan Gun Owners president Mike 

Thiede and Shooters’ Alliance for Firearm Rights secretary 

Neva Li, who is a U. of Michigan alumna, College 
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Libertarians chair Jeremy Linden pulled out the winning 

raffle ticket. When asked what gun she would choose, the 

winner, Laura Dodd, another Michigan alumna, said that she 

already owns one gun for home safety and target shooting 

and would like “something concealable,” reports the 

Michigan Daily. Because it is illegal to carry a firearm on 

campus, the group said it would escort Dodd to a firearms 

dealer off-campus to make the purchase. 

BOSTON OFFICIALS ADD TO 'ASSAULT 

WEAPONS' LIST . . . Boston city councilors passed a 

petition to add three guns to the city's ban on so-called 

"assault weapons," the Boston Herald reports. The guns 

include the FN Herstal Five-Seven, which is not even 

approved for sale in Massachusetts; Smith and Wesson's 

Model 500 Revolver; and the Barrett .50-caliber rifle. NSSF 

is working to oppose the ban. The petition must be approved 

by the mayor and state legislators before it becomes law.  

WOMEN TAKE UP SHOOTING FOR SELF-

DEFENSE . . . The Charlotte Observer on Sunday featured a 

story about an increase in gun ownership among Charlotte-

area women. Local retailers and range owners say women are 

one of their fastest growing markets, the Observer reports.  

INDUSTRY, PUBLIC INPUT HELPS EXCLUDE 

AMMO FROM BILL . . . Illinois’ Lead Poisoning 

Prevention Bill, which as originally passed by the state’s 

House of Representatives, could have been used to target 

ammunition manufacturers, distributors, users and owners of 

property where firearms are lawfully discharged, has been 

amended. Awareness efforts helped create an amendment 

from Sen. Carol Ronen, in which “lead bearing substance” 

did not include “firearm ammunition or components as 

defined by the Firearm Owners Identification Card Act.” The 

state House supported the Senate amendment with a vote of 

115 to 1. 

ALT TO ADDRESS QDMA . . . Dr. Gary Alt, former 

Pennsylvania Game Commission Deer Project Leader, will 

deliver the keynote address at the Quality Deer Management 

Association’s annual National Convention and Whitetail 

Expo, to be held at the Valley Forge Convention Center in 

King of Prussia, Pa., from June 22-25. Alt, the noted deer and 

bear biologist, was at the center of controversy in 

Pennsylvania when he helped initiate sweeping changes in 

the Game Commission’s deer management program. In 

addition to his Friday evening, June 22, speech, Alt will 

conduct an educational seminar the next day at the deer 

conservation and management association’s sixth annual 

gathering. 
MAYOR COURTS BRADY CAMPAIGN . . . New 

York City mayor Michael Bloomberg has left no doubt about 

whom he is courting alliances with on gun issues. Brady 

Center lawyer Dennis Henigan refers to Bloomberg as “our 

hero” in today’s New York Times, and the paper also reports 

the mayor giving a speech to the Brady Campaign just days 

after his tirade at a House Judiciary Subcommittee meeting 

where he opposed sound legislation (HR 5005) that would 

permanently prohibit making traced gun data available to the 

public. Releasing such information to the public would only 

jeopardize ongoing criminal investigations and could 

endanger law enforcement officers, informants and witnesses, 

says a 2005 congressional appropriations committee report. 

Furthermore, the mayor’s own police commissioner, 

Raymond Kelly, expressed similar concerns in a 2002 letter. 

Nevertheless, the mayor and others are pressing Congress to 

allow sharing of the gun trace data so that civil suits can be 

launched against firearms retailers simply because they have 

sold guns later recovered by police and traced by ATF. "The 

mayor wrongly assumed every gun recovered and traced was 

illegally sold by a dealer. That is simply not true, as ATF has 

repeatedly cautioned. A trace standing alone is evidence of 

nothing; it may – or may not – be the beginning of a criminal 

investigation,” said Lawrence G. Keane, NSSF senior vice 

president and general counsel. 

HILLARY CLINTON QUIETLY SIGNS ON TO 

BILL . . . New York Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton quietly 

became a co-sponsor of a bill aimed at making traced gun 

data public, reports the New York Post. Clinton signed on to 

the bill last week after New Jersey Sen. Bob Menendez had 

already formally filed it, and she never announced her 

support of it in a press release. Clinton has been a strong 

advocate of gun control, but has been somewhat silent on the 

issue recently. Last year, Clinton opposed the Protection of 

Lawful Commerce in Arms Act, which protects firearms 

industry companies from frivolous lawsuits.  

HISTORIC WINCHESTER PLANT CLOSES 

DOORS . . . After 140 years on Winchester Avenue, U.S. 

Repeating Arms Co. officially closed the doors to its New 

Haven, Conn., factory Wednesday. With the plant's closure, 

production of the iconic Winchester Model 94 and Model 70 

rifles and the Model 1300 shotgun will cease. City and state 

officials have been meeting with potential buyers of the plant, 

but, so far, no one has expressed an interest. There were 

reports that Smith & Wesson and Savage Arms toured the 

plant, but both companies said a purchase is not likely, the 

New Haven Register reports. Connecticut Gov. M. Jodi Rell 

vows to continue to fight for jobs at the plant. USRAC parent 

company Herstal Group of Belgium said in January it would 

close the factory to concentrate on growing its current line of 

other Winchester shotguns and rifles. Winchester guns had 

been manufactured in New Haven since 1866. During World 

War II, more than 19,000 people worked at the New Haven 

factory. Connecticut's News Channel 8 last week featured a 

look back at the history of the plant and the guns it produced.  

NEBRASKA GOVERNOR PROMISES TO SIGN 

RIGHT-TO-CARRY BILL . . . Nebraska Gov. Dave 

Heineman has promised to sign a bill recently passed by the 

state’s legislature that will enable law-abiding citizens to 

carry a firearm for personal protection. Two weeks ago, 

legislators in Kansas overrode Gov. Kathleen Sebelius’s veto 

of a similar measure. Wisconsin and Illinois are the only 
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remaining states that do not allow concealed carry for self-

protection. 

LEGISLATIVE NEWS RANGES FROM GOOD TO 

BAD . . . Legislatures have raised and upset the spirit of 

shooters in their respective states because of bills affecting 

shooting-related facilities. In Minnesota, a Senate committee 

has approved $100,000 for the Minnesota Shooting Sports 

Education Center in Grand Rapids. If passed, the legislation 

would appropriate $100,000, contingent on the matching of 

$50,000 in non-state funds, for the center, which focuses on 

shooting sports education, firearm safety and other related 

activities. In Arizona, state representative Pamela Gorman is 

sponsoring an amendment to SB 1291 that would eliminate 

the ability of the state game and fish commission to work 

with any county, city or town in Arizona to build or maintain 

a public range. Arizona residents are being urged to contact 

their state representative to oppose the amendment.  

CONGRESSMAN OUT TO BAN POST-KATRINA-

TYPE GUN CONFISCATIONS . . . Rep. Bobby Jindal 

(R.-La.) has introduced legislation to amend federal 

emergency statute laws that would prevent local authorities 

from confiscating lawfully owned firearms during times of 

disaster. “Particularly during emergencies like those 

surrounding Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, when incidences of 

looting, violence and lawlessness were broadcast around the 

country, we must ensure that law-abiding gun owners are not 

deprived of their constitutionally protected right to bear 

arms,” Rep. Jindal said. Thirty-three states have “emergency 

powers” laws that give the government permission to suspend 

or limit gun sales and to prohibit or restrict citizens from 

transporting or carrying firearms. In some states, authorities 

can seize guns outright from citizens who have committed no 

crime. 

PETA DOES IT AGAIN . . . AND AGAIN . . . 

Aborting an advertising campaign that equated the killing of 

animals for food with the Holocaust did not teach the People 

for the Ethical Treatment of Animals a lesson. Now they are 

comparing the killing of animals for food to the lynching of 

Afro-Americans. Furthermore, they are taking on Eva 

Longoria, the sultry star actress in the hit TV program, 

“Desperate Housewives,” because she recently stated on 

Oprah Winfrey’s national television show that “I can skin a 

deer and a pig and a snake – and rabbits” when talking about 

her youthful hunting experiences with her dad. Dipping into 

the organization’s cesspool of bad taste, PETA spokesman 

Michael McGraw said, “If Eva is set on going hunting, we 

hear Vice President Cheney is looking for a new partner.” 

ATF ABUSES BROUGHT BEFORE CONGRESS . . . 

A panel of witnesses testified before the House Judiciary 

Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism and Homeland Security 

on abuses they had suffered at the hands of the Bureau of 

Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) and of the 

need for reform. CNSNews.com reports on the testimony of 

Richard Gardiner, an attorney who is an expert in federal 

firearms law, in which he stated, “The ATF tends to focus or 

has a significant focus on trivial, immaterial violations which 

are unrelated to public safety.” An ATF official defended his 

bureau’s action, stating that (Federal Firearm) license 

revocation may be undertaken for any willful violation of the 

law or regulations, and said that the term “willful” is not 

defined in the empowering Gun Control Act. The 

subcommittee is considering legislation to offer options less 

severe than revocation of a license for lesser violations and 

unintentional errors and to include a statutory definition of 

“willful violations.” 

CANADIAN PARLIAMENT MEMBERS FORMING 

OUTDOOR CAUCUS . . . The Congressional Sportsmen’s 

Caucus and the Assembly of State Sportsmen’s Caucuses 

have been extremely successful in representing sportsmen’s 

rights in Congress and in state legislatures. Now, the concept 

has crossed the international border as Member of Parliament 

Garry Breitkreuz (Conservative – Saskatchewan) invited 

colleagues from all parties in his federal government’s two 

chambers to join the Canadian Outdoor Caucus on behalf of 

that constituency. “These are vital components of our culture 

and heritage, and we have got to start promoting one of the 

real strengths of our country,” M.P. Breitkreuz said. In the 

two weeks since the invitation letter went out, 32 members 

from all parties have joined the caucus. 

TORONTO MAYOR: 'PEOPLE DON'T NEED TO 

OWN HANDGUNS' . . . Toronto Mayor David Miller last 

week blamed the U.S. for the flow of illegal guns into his city 

and said citizens should not be allowed to own handguns, 

reports the Toronto Sun. "There's two things that need to be 

done. The first thing is people don't need to own handguns in 

this country . . . ownership has to be banned," Miller said. 

"The second thing is we've got to deal with the border. I'd say 

it's the biggest single immediate border security issue – the 

flood of guns coming and being used in shootings in this 

city." 

 
 

News Briefs: 
 

2006/03/30 Toronto Mayor Blames U.S. Gun Laws (Again) 

In what has become a familiar refrain, Toronto Mayor David 
Miller is blaming the inability of his administration to reduce 
crime on the U.S. 
http://toronto.ctv.ca/servlet/an/local/CTVNews/20060329/guns_
miller_us_060329/20060329?hub=TorontoHome 
 

2006/03/29 Congress Told Of More ATF Abuses 

In a hearing before a House Subcommittee, House members 
heard witnesses testify about their unjust treatment by BATFE 
and provide recommendations for reform of ABTFE procedures. 
http://www.cnsnews.com/ViewNation.asp?Page=%5CNation%5
Carchive%5C200603%5CNAT20060329a.html 
 

2006/03/29 Mississippi Law Expands Self-Defense 

Gov. Haley Barbour has signed into law a bill that expands a 
person`s right to claim self-defense against intruders to an 
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individual`s car, business and the vicinity of the business. 
http://www.clarionledger.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20060
328/NEWS/60328010 
 

2006/03/29 Aggressive PETA Faces Backlash 

PETA is "fiendishly creative, diabolically media-savvy and 
almost always wrong," said David Martosko, research director 
for the nonprofit Center for Consumer Freedom, a Washington-
based coalition of restaurants, food companies and consumers 
promoting personal responsibility and choice. 
http://www.timesdispatch.com/servlet/Satellite?pagename=RTD
%2FMGArticle%2FRTD_BasicArticle&c=MGArticle&cid=113
7835009949&path=%21news&s=1045855934842 
 

2006/03/29 Alabama Passes Castle Doctrine Legislation 

The Alabama House gave final passage March 28 to legislation 
to expand the instances where a person can kill someone to 
protect a home or vehicle. 
http://www.timesdaily.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/2006032
8/APN/603281112&cachetime=5 
 

2006/03/28 Self-Defense Bill Passes Senate 

Alaska took a step toward making it easier for residents to use 
deadly force against people threatening to hurt them with a 
proposed change in the self-defense law that passed the state 
Senate on March 27. 
http://www.adn.com/news/government/legislature/story/7573117
p-7484417c.html 
 

2006/03/28 Pleading Self-Defense 

A local D.C. official proposes a controversial solution to her 
community’s crime problem: guns. 
http://www.worldmag.com/articles/11675 
 

2006/03/28 Self-Defense Bill Goes Before Alabama House 

The Alabama House will try to pass a bill that expands the 
criteria for when a person can use deadly force to protect a home 
or vehicle. 
http://www.montgomeryadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AI
D=/20060328/NEWS02/603280338/1009 
 

2006/03/28 Lawmakers Call On Feds To Release Gun Data 

Sen. Robert Menendez and Rep. Steve Rothman, both Democrats 
from New Jersey said March 27 they will one again introduce 
proposals to make public data that is collected about firearms 
used in crimes. 
http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/news/newjersey/story/607923
1p-6078844c.html 
 

2006/03/27 Self-Defense Bill Gets Final Legislative Approval 

Georgians would be free to defend themselves against muggers, 
carjackers and other attackers without fear of being prosecuted 
or sued under a National Rifle Association-backed bill that won 
final legislative approval March 24. 
http://www.ajc.com/news/content/metro/stories/0325legforce.html 
 

2006/03/27 Right-To-Carry OK In Kansas 

Wisconsin is now one of three states that prohibit carrying, after 
the Kansas House March 23 overrode Democratic Gov. Kathleen 
Sebelius` veto of a carry bill. That fact is certain to be hit hard 
the next time lawmakers seek to overturn Wisconsin’s 153-year-
old ban on carrying, likely next year. 
http://www.madison.com/wsj/home/local/index.php?ntid=77651
&amp;ntpid=2 
 

2006/03/27 Florida Considers Protection Of Workers 

Firearms Rights 

The fast-moving Florida Legislature takes up one of the most 
heavily lobbied issues of its 2006 session this week. At issue: a 
bill allowing people to keep firearms locked in their cars at work. 
http://www.tallahassee.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/2006032
7/CAPITOLNEWS/603270321/1010 
 

2006/03/27 Enough Is Enough 

"Working at a convenience store is one of the more dangerous 
jobs in America. In fact, four times as many store clerks are 
killed on the job as firefighters," write John Stossel and Frank 
Mastropolo. "Crime is down in America, but there is still an 
average of 100 convenience store robberies every day. Some 
clerks like Eric Piva are getting fed up." 
http://www.abcnews.go.com/2020/story?id=1761046&amp;page=1 
 

“Remember democracy never lasts long.  It soon 
wastes, exhausts, and murders itself.  There never was 
a democracy yet that did not commit suicide.”  -- 
John Adams (letter to John Taylor, 15 April 1814) 

Reference: Original Intent, Barton (335); original The 
Works of John Adams, C.F. Adams, ed., vol. 6 (484) 

(The RULE of the above is that America is a 

“REPUBLIC”!) 


