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PA State Police (aka Rendell) 

to DEMAND 

AR-15 Rifle Registration 
The situation with AR-15 rifles is as follows: 

over the past several months I've been informed by 
gun dealers across the state of Pennsylvania that the 
Pennsylvania State police have been informing them 
that they must now register AR-15 rifles and other 
identifying information on the record of sale form just 
like they do with handguns.  The interesting part of 
this is that they are failed to provide anything in 
writing.  As time has progressed the Pennsylvania 
State police have been informing dealers that the 

release of this radical, illegal shift in policy would be 
forthcoming in the FFL dealer’s newsletter in mid 
July. 

Fast forward to this week; two days ago I was 

informed by George Romanoff of Ace Sporting 

Goods and a representative of the National Shooting 

Sports Foundation that gun dealers would be notified 
of this new policy within two weeks. 

The essence of this argument is that Pennsylvania 

law does not allow them (meaning to do it is 
‘against’ the law) to demand this information and 

specifically excludes long gun, rifle and shotgun, 
from the requirement to complete the record of sale 
form for these purchases.  Pennsylvania firearms 
dealers who comply with this policy dictate could, 
technically, themselves, be guilty of violating 
Pennsylvania law (which is a misdemeanor 1 crime-see 

section 6119) along with the Pennsylvania State police. 

 PA Law (Title 18) States in pertinent part (see 
below): 

§6111. Sale or transfer of firearms. 

 (1.4) Following implementation of the instantaneous 

records check by the Pennsylvania State Police on or before 

December 1, 1998, no application/record of sale shall be 
completed for the purchase or transfer of a firearm which 

exceeds the barrel lengths set forth in section 6102. 

§6102. Definitions. 

"Firearm." . . . .any shotgun with a barrel length less than 18 

inches or any rifle with a barrel length less than 16 inches, or 
any pistol, revolver, rifle or shotgun with an overall length of 
less than 26 inches. 
 

As you can see from the above sections of law, the 

Pennsylvania State Police have NO authority or 

justification for this new policy.  Frankly this is a 

war that is being conducted and waged against gun 
owners in this state that originates directly from the 
executive office mansion and Ed Rendell. 

It is, and has been, our position that the 

Pennsylvania Instant Check System (PICS) is an 
anachronism and an unnecessarily expensive 
distraction in this modern age and needs to be 
disbanded.  We can turn over the functions of firearms 
instant checks to the National Instant Check System 

(NICS) which will not only do it for free but with far 
less complications to the gun buyer as well as the FFL 
dealer.  The national instant check system is utilized 
by 38 states without any demonstrable problems. 

There will be much, much more coming out in the 
next several weeks and I ask for your help in notifying 
gun owners about this problem.  I know gun owners 
will wonder why this is a problem but let me give you 
an example of a situation that could be encountered by 
any owner of these firearms.  If you are traveling 
home or to arrange and get stopped by a police officer 
for any reason and during the course of this stop he 
sees that you have firearms in your vehicle.  It is more 
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than likely that he/she will decide to run each firearm 
against the Pennsylvania State police record of sale 
database (you know that illegal one that they 

continue to maintain at a cost to PA Taxpayers of 
over $500,000 a year).  When the report comes back 
to the officer in the field that your favorite AR-15 is 
not registered in this Pennsylvania State Police Gun 
Registration System then in all likelihood what you 
will face is arrest and seizure of your property until 
"legal ownership" can be established, even though no 
crime has been committed other than the prejudice 
demonstrated by the particular law enforcement 
officer question.  I know, when talking to gun owners, 
what you will encounter is that they will say this can't 
happen.  Let me tell you I have in my files dozens of 
incidents (from ALL over the state) where gun owners 
encountered this very kind of attitude and even worse 
treatment than mentioned in my simple explanation. 

As Dirty Harry would say, “do you (we) feel 
lucky”? 
 

House Bill 97 Moved Back to 

Committee 
In the continuing effort to put a stranglehold on the 

poaching of Pennsylvania game animals House Bill 

97 was hurriedly voted out of committee and rushed to 
the floor of the House of Representatives two weeks 
ago. 

While no Sportsman or Sportswoman supports 

poaching in any way shape or form, this legislation 
contained language that could have been ‘easily’ 
misinterpreted in the field.  These misinterpretations 
would have carried significant penalties for the 
unintentional violator. 

We have been working with this legislation, and 
the sponsor, throughout several sessions in an attempt 
to refine this language so it is more clearly directed at 
the perpetrators.  While the concept of "civil asset 
forfeiture" has been removed from this version and the 
fines and punishments have been more refined there 
still exists a wide chasm of concern. 

As this legislation was debated last week the 
Allegheny County sportsmen's league the National 
Rifle Association and the Pennsylvania sportsmen's 
Association and the Pennsylvania Federation of 
sportsmen's clubs came together to express our 
concerns to members of the House of Representatives. 

 The result of this was that by a vote of 194-1 this Bill 
was sent back to the house game and Fish committee.  
There a package of 21 amendments awaits it, along 
with other needed revisions to current game code. 

It is important to point out that during the past 
week when this Bill was brought to the floor even the 
animal rights groups like Humane Society of the 
United States and the notorious Peta were 
campaigning for this legislation's enactment.  The fact 
that animal rights groups see the potential problems 
this legislation could raise for sportsmen should make 
all outdoors enthusiasts concerned. 

We are hoping that the Pennsylvania game 
commission leadership will decide the bargain in good 
faith this time so that we can narrow the focus of this 
legislation away from the possibility of terrible 
consequences for the unintentional violator.  Time 
will tell if we can be successful with this effort and it 
will be up to sportsmen to open their eyes and ears up 
and pay attention to this debate and this issue for 
otherwise the consequences could be devastating to 
each of us. 
 

Rendell Anti-Gun Prejudice 

Puts Retired Law 

Enforcement At Risk 
In 2006 gun owners in Pennsylvania supported House 

Bill 1057 which would provide a mechanism by which 
retired law enforcement officers could be afforded the 
option of carrying a firearm anywhere in the nation.  This 
legislation was necessary because certain protocols and 
regulations needed to be established to take advantage of 
the federal legislation opportunity as embodied in House 
Resolution 218. 

This legislation - House Bill 1057 - passed and was 

signed into law leading everyone with the belief that the 
direction and the position of legislators in the house and 
Senate would be followed by the Pennsylvania State police 
and the Governor's office.  Apparently we were all very 
naïve! 

Since the passage of House Bill 1057 nothing has 

been done to create the necessary training protocols and 
documentation for retired law enforcement and the 
organizations I have been told that are against us are not 
only the Pennsylvania State police upper echelons but also 
the Pennsylvania chiefs of police Association. 

An interesting but undeveloped thread in this is that 

none of the anti-gun groups have raised a peep about 
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this!  While the old song goes "Silence Is Golden" it is 
also indicative of their prejudice against the concept of 

even retired law enforcement carrying firearms for 

self-defense. 
So once again we have a situation where gun owners 

have stood up for law enforcement and try to provide them 
with an option for their own self protection only to be 
thwarted by the bureaucratic process and an unfounded 
prejudice against the lawful carrying of firearms. 

Please consider calling your state legislator and asking 
them to look into this and report back to you (and us if you 
wouldn't mind) in writing as to what they have discovered 
and what they are prepared to do to correct this injustice. 
 

House Bill 1567 Stopped in 

Judiciary Committee 
Once again we have another underhanded effort on the 

part of the anti-gun legislators like Representative David 
Levdansky and Representative Tom Caltagirone to add 
additional layers of prejudice onto gun owners. 

House Bill 1567 is legislation that is directed at career 
recidivist criminals who are the most violent and misuse 
firearms were the judicial process to escape their 
responsibility for the crimes they commit. 

When reading legislation it is important to focus on 
certain sections such as the exceptions section and the 
definition section as they determine the depth and breadth 
of who will be focused on.  In this particular case this 
legislation contained a definition section, "Crimes of 
Violence”, which sought to define not only career 
recidivist violent criminals but also any violation or any 

connection with Title 18 Section 6105 (Purdon's Statutes-
PA Law).  This simple definition association could have 
resulted in tens of thousands of gun owners facing 
mandatory criminal sentences with no plea bargaining for 
minor infractions that could have happened decades ago.  
One only has to examine Pennsylvania State police records 
to realize there are over 100,000 Pennsylvanians who have 

been denied the purchase of a firearm.  Each One of 

These would have been brought under the umbrella of this 
definition! 

This expansion of socialism was caught in the 
Pennsylvania House of Representatives Judiciary 
Committee hearing on it and challenged by all of the 
Republicans and many of the Democrats on the committee. 
 The result of this was that this language was stricken from 
the legislation. 

Pennsylvania gun owners should thank all of the 
Republican members on the Judiciary Committee as well 
as the Democratic members who stood with our 
commonsense concerns: Democrats to be commended are 

Representative Jesse White, Representative John Palone, 
Representative Joe Petrarca, and Representative Deborah 
Kula. 

The importance of staying focused on this legislation 
and being involved cannot have a better example than 

House Bill 1567 and the disingenuous approach by some 
who would make criminals of us all! 

 

Local Government--Vigilante 

Acts & Legislative Terrorism 
Pennsylvania is a major expanding battleground of anti-

gun efforts to drive a wedge between each of us and our 
freedoms.  The Lost or Stolen concept being adopted by 
the different cities around the Commonwealth (eight so 
far) is an attempt by these anti-gun forces comprising not 
only the Brady campaign but also the Bloomberg Mayors 
against Guns Coalition and Cease-Fire PA as well as 
numerous others to force the legislature to bend to their 
will. 

Take for example the comments below from the 
Philadelphia Inquirer newspaper on this issue: 

June 14, Phila Inq. 

On Tuesday, Lancaster became the eighth municipality 
to pass such an ordinance, joining 

Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Allentown, Reading, 

Easton, Pottsville, and Wilkinsburg. 

"It was time to make a statement," Lancaster Mayor 

Rick Gray said after the council's unanimous decision. 
The coalition's goal puts the municipalities at odds with 

the powerful National Rifle Association, which has 
followed through on its vow to sue Pennsylvania cities that 
approve what it called illegal gun laws. 

Gray and Reading Mayor Thomas McMahon, a state 

leader of the national Mayors Against Illegal Guns, said 
they were tired of going to funerals of children caught in 
the crossfire of gang wars or drugs deals gone bad. 

"The mayors said, 'Enough is enough,' " said 

McMahon, who asked other mayors to sign a pledge to 

support legislation to combat illegal gun sales. So far, 83 
have signed. 
******************* 

Chad Ramsey, senior associate director of the Brady 

Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence, based in 
Washington, said he believed the Pennsylvania mayors' 
efforts were the first in the country. 

"We've never seen anything quite like this," he said. 

"Mayors see it as a personal affront from the NRA and 
the gun lobby that they are not allowed to set their own 
laws that deal with guns at the local level." 

Ramsey said his organization offered to defend any 

municipality free of charge against an NRA lawsuit. 
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******************* 
"For the cities that are passing these ordinances, this is 

a cry for help to the state legislature to please begin to 
address these issues," Gray (Lancaster Mayor Rick Gray) 
said. "Talk to the little girl's mother who was killed in 

York: What good is prosecution? We should try to keep 
the wrong people from possessing guns in the first place." 
******************* 

When you read this information you need to process the 
fact that there are a myriad of individuals focused on 
limiting or completely eliminating certain facets of the Bill 
of Rights.  The primary focuses of this effort is directly on 
the Second Amendment, and make no mistake that it is 
inseparably connected to, the Pennsylvania right to bear 
arms section in Article 1 Section 21. 

As you can see from the above statement from 
Lancaster Mayor Rick Gray, "what good is prosecution", 
the focus is on the acquisition of firearms and not on 
holding accountable those who commit the most heinous 
of crimes.  With that being the case is obvious that no 
amount of appeasement will deter these individuals from 
eliminating our freedoms for if prosecuting criminals does 
not work than they are lining all of us up for reserved 
prison cells. 
 

GAO Report Re-Ignites Political Gun Fight 
by Dave Workman, Senior Editor 

A report on firearms trafficking between the US and 
Mexico issued by the Government Accountability Office 
(GAO) last month has re-ignited a political gun battle that 
may boil down to statistics and how they are interpreted, or 
abused. 

While proponents of tougher gun laws insist the report 
offers new evidence of the link between allegedly lax US 
gun laws and the violence between Mexican drug cartels 
and police, critics are dismissing the report as "factoid 
laundering." 

David Kopel of the Colorado-based Independence 
Institute told Gun Week that the report "doesn't present 
any new data." 

"It re-states that 87% of a fraction of the Mexican guns 
seized are found to have originated in the United States," 
he said. "That appears to be accurate. But the report then 
claims that most of the rest of the guns which are never 
traced must also come from the United States. It provides 
no evidence in support of its claim, just that Mexican and 
US officials say so, so it must be true. 

"It may as well have come with a free bumper sticker 
that says 'Hillary said it, I believe it, that settles it," he 
commented. 

On Page 14 of the report, two headlines appear that 
state, "Available Evidence Suggests Most Firearms 
Recovered in Mexico Come from US Gun Dealers, and 

Many Support DTOs (Drug Trafficking Operations)" and 
"Available Information Suggests Most Firearms Recovered 
in Mexico Come from the United States and Are 
Increasingly More Powerful and Lethal." 

However, the actual language in the report reads, in one 
section, "Available evidence indicates many of the 
firearms fueling Mexican drug violence have come from 
the United States, including a growing number of 
increasingly lethal weapons." 

In a second section, next to the second headline, the 
report states, "...a large portion of the firearms fueling the 
Mexican drug trade originated in the United States, 
including a growing number of increasingly lethal 
weapons." 

The sensational headlines alleging that "most" of these 
guns come from the US are not supported by the actual 
text of the report. 

According to GAO's Jess T. Ford, "Our caption(s) and 
wording could have been more consistent." 

He said in an e-mail to Gun Week, "Most guns traced 
from seizures came from US? 

It is how one interprets that position that apparently 
creates the confusion. 

On Page 15 of the report, there is a table listing the 
estimated number of firearms traced back to the US during 
the years 2004 through 2008, with no overall figure 
showing the total number of guns seized in Mexico during 
that period to put the figures in perspective. 

However, on Page 16, there is one reference that does, 
offer some perspective. 

"In 2008," the report states, "of the almost 30,000 
firearms that the Mexican Attorney General's office said 
were seized, only around 7,200, or approximately a 
quarter, were submitted to ATF for tracing." 

In the table on Page 15, it is noted that 6,700 guns were 
traced to the US in 2008. That would translate to about 
90% of the firearms submitted for tracing to the ATF 
actually could be traced to be of US origin. But 6,700 guns 
represents approximately 20% of all the guns seized by 
Mexican authorities during 2008, not the 90% that 
members of the Obama administration, and the gun control 
lobby, have been claiming. 

"The information on Page 15 is accurately portrayed," 
Ford said. "About a quarter of (the) guns seized by Mexico 
were traced in 2008. Origin of remaining guns is currently 
unknown until they too can be traced. With regard to the 
issue of perspective, I think it is important to note that for 
past five years over 20,000 guns came from the US. 
Regardless of the proportion of guns seized, it should be of 
concern to the US government that this many guns were 
found in Mexico. As tracing gets better in Mexico further 
light on the nature of guns found there should be more 
revealing." 
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On Page 18 of the report, the GAO states, "...there have 
been some examples of military grade firearms recovered 
in Mexico. Some of these recovered firearms, ATF 
officials noted, were guns commercially available in the 
United States that were altered to make them more lethal. 
For instance, AK-type and AR-15 type semi-automatic 
rifles have been altered to make them fully automatic, like 
machineguns used by the US and Mexican militaries. 
Seventy machineguns were submitted for tracing to ATF 
between fiscal year 2004 and fiscal year 2008, which 
represents a small percentage, 0.30%, of the total number 
of 23,159." 

There is a footnote on that page which reveals, "In 
addition to firearms, some grenades and rocket launchers 
have been seized by Mexican government agencies that, 
according to ATF officials, generally had come from 
stocks in Central American countries that had obtained the 
weapons from the United States in the 1980s or, since 
then, through the foreign military sales process." 

The report also asserts that gun shows are the source of 
a number of the firearms making their way south of the 
border. 

While acknowledging that "Most of the firearms seized 
in Mexico and successfully traced come from gun shops 
and pawn shops," the GAO report states that, "In addition 
to these firearms that are successfully traced back to a 
retail dealer, some ATF officials told us, based 

oil information from their operations and 
investigations, many seized guns also come from private 
sales at gun shows, though it is impossible to know this 
exact number due to the lack of records kept for such 
purchases..." 

The 78-page GAO report was quickly utilized by gun 
control proponents as "proof' that US gun laws need to be 
tightened. 

"The extremist gun lobby should no longer be permitted 
to dictate our nation's gun policy," said Paul Helinke, 
president of the Brady Campaign to 

Prevent Gun Violence, in a prepared statement that was 
quoted by The Christian Science Monitor. 

However, Florida Congressman Connie Mack took 
issue with the report's shortcomings. Quoted by The Los 
Angeles Times, Mack said he is "troubled by the fact that 
the report makes conclusions based on opinions and 
assumptions rather than facts." 

Mack cited the same disparity between the number of 
guns apparently seized by Mexican authorities last year 
and the number that were submitted to the ATF for tracing. 

"Where did the other 22,000 guns that were seized 
come from," Mack wondered. "Venezuela? Europe? 
Ecuador? Nicaragua?" 

Perhaps Mack summed it up best, according to The 
Times, when he observed, "I don't know that the report 

itself is something that we should put a lot of value in." The 

New GUN WEEK, July 15, 2009 
 

SAF; NRA suits prompt change in `safe' DC 

handgun regulations 
The District of Columbia Police Department has adopted by 

emergency rulemaking some changes in its handgun registration 
policy that appear to open the door to more handgun models 
being allowed on the "acceptable" guns roster. 

The Second Amendment Foundation filed a lawsuit in US 
District Court for the District of Columbia. A similar action had 
been filed by the National Rifle Association. Both cases were 
cited in a court document filed by the city that announced the 
regulations change. 

The Metropolitan Police Department had adopted new 
handgun registration regulations following last year's landmark 
Second Amendment ruling that struck down the city's decades-
old handgun ban as unconstitutional. In adopting this roster, the 
city had used a list of acceptable guns maintained by the state of 
California, but that list was found to have arbitrarily excluded 
some handgun models for "administrative reasons not related to 
the handguns' safety," according to a memorandum issued by the 
DC police that announced the regulations change. 

"This is a genuine victory," said SAF founder Alan Gottlieb, 
"because the city is admitting that its existing roster of handguns 
approved for registration in the District was arbitrary. The city 
has recognized that handguns had been removed from the 
California roster for administrative reasons having nothing to do 
with the safety of a specific handgun model." 

Gun Week obtained a copy of the department's Notice of 
Emergency and Proposed Rulemaking, which explains the 
change. 

The rulemaking "revises the roster of handguns determined 
not to be unsafe" under regulations adopted under the city's 
Firearms Regulations Control Act of 1975 in March of this year. 
Those regulations were resurrected and dusted off following the 
high court's ruling in the Heller case that struck down the 
District's handgun ban as unconstitutional. The emergency rule, 
which took effect immediately, expires 120 days after its 
enactment, or when the city adopts a permanent rule change. 

SAF was represented by attorney Alan Gura, who argued the 
Heller case before the Supreme Court in March 2008. 

"It's impossible to list every single gun protected by the 
Second Amendment," Gura stated. "We won't stop until this list 
is scrapped." 

Gottlieb told Gun Week that the city had been disqualifying 
certain handguns based on such criteria as the finish or color,-or 
the type of grips. These criteria, he noted, have nothing to do 
with the functional safety of any particular handgun model. 

Under the new regulations, the city will also refer to approved 
handgun rosters maintained by Massachusetts and Maryland, as 
well as California. 

 

DNA reopens cold case 
From the "Only cops should have guns" file comes the 

remarkable story out of Los Angeles, CA, about Detective 
Stephanie Lazarus, 49, who was arrested and charged in May in 
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connection with the slaying of an ex-boyfriend's wife more than 
two decades ago. 

According to The Los Angeles Times, the thing that appar-
ently led cops to Lazarus in the murder of Sherri Rae Rasmussen 
on Feb. 24, 1986 was DNA. Rasmussen was shot and beaten 
during what authorities believed at the time was a burglary. 

During the initial investigation, nobody looked at Lazarus, at 
the time a beat cop. The newspaper said police thought the 
Rasmussen murder was the work of a male burglary team. 

But in February of this year, the "cold case file" was 
apparently reopened when detectives tested blood or saliva 
samples taken from the crime scene and discovered they 

) belonged to a woman. 
An undercover officer followed Lazarus and obtained DNA 

samples from discarded items, and police got a match with the 
crime scene samples. The New GUN WEEK, July 15, 2009 

 

BB-gun bandits botch robbery 
Two men with a history of pulling armed robberies with BB- 

guns made a fatal error in the victim selection process in early 
June, and one of them is permanently retired from crime. 

According to The Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, Ronald X. 
Reed Jr., 24, and his cousin, Vidal D. Mason, 22, were armed 
with very real-looking BB-guns when they tried to hold up a 
check cashing business on the afternoon of June 3. 

They were expecting to make off with cold cash, but what 
they got was hot lead from the sidearm of a security guard 
working for Pratt Security and Investigations. The unidentified 
guard was legally licensed to carry a firearm on the job, despite 
the fact that Wisconsin has no concealed carry statute allowing 
private citizens to carry defensive sidearms. 

When Reed and Mason walked in at Check Into Cash, they 
were wearing masks and ordered everyone to the floor, including 
the guard. Perhaps they believed his gun to be a fake like theirs. 
The New GUN WEEK, July 15, 2009 

 

Can you say "Oops?" 
What's surprising about the ineptitude of this stick-up is that 

Reed and Mason were old hands at this sort of thing. The 
newspaper recalled that they were involved in five holdups back 
in 2005, and in 2006 were convicted of armed robbery. 

They pulled stretches in prison, but were credited for 263 
days they had served, apparently awaiting trial. They were also 
supposed to be on five years of "extended supervision." 
Evidently that was pretty loose supervision. 

Reed was released from prison on Aug. 26 of last year on a 
three-year stretch, and Mason was out on Aug. 21, 2007 due to 
his shorter two-year sentence. 

Mason will likely be headed back to jail. Reed's last stop was 
the cemetery. Hit in the back, he died at the scene. Mason took a 
bullet to the abdomen. 

Anti-violence party marred 
From the "Conduct Beyond Stupid" file comes the story out 

of Trenton, NJ, involving some gang thugs who fatally shot a 13- 
year-old girl during an attack on a "stop-the-violence" block 
party. 

Arrested in connection with this nutty crime were three adult 
suspects, identified by the Associated Press as brothers Keith and 

Lamar Warren and Robert Humphrey and an unidentified teen. 
Authorities claim that shots fired by the group fatally wounded 
Tamrah Leonard during the June 7 incident. 

Published reports said the party was hosted by a New Black 
Panther Party youth minister in Trenton. 

About 20 shots were fired into a crowd of about 100 people. 
The shooting was apparently gang-related. The New GUN WEEK, July 

15, 2009 
 

Extremism in politics doesn't allow for serious 

compromise 
Political pundits and bloggers often bemoan the fact that the 

political gatekeepers of different extremes never seem to come 
together and compromise for the common good. However, it 
seems that the extremists of every stripe will never subjugate 
their positions to the needs of others. 

So extreme has our society become that one cannot even kill a 
pesky fly with offending someone, as President Obama learned 
recently. People will even abandon lifelong political or personal 
agendas if it means giving up on something else. 

The fly incident popped into high relief in June when the 
Norfolk, VA- based group People for the Ethical Treatment of 
Animals (PETA) took issue with the President for killing a White 
House fly. In fact, one media report was able to call the President 
"the flyswatter-in-chief." PETA wants the Presisdent to try taking 
a more humane attitude the next time he's bedeviled by a fly in 
the White House. 

PETA, always quick to exploit media exposure as you will 
note by the last item in this column, is sending Obama a Katcha 
Bug Humane Bug Catcher, a device that allegedly allows users to 
trap a house fly and then release it outside. This, of course, will 
allow the fly to go and pester someone else. 

During an interview for CNBC at the White House in early 
June, a fly intruded on Obama's conversation with correspondent 
John Harwood. 

"Get out of here," the President told the pesky insect, on 
camera. When it didn't, he waited for the fly to settle, put his 
hand up and then smacked it dead. 

"Now, where were we?" Obama asked Harwood. Then he 
added: "That was pretty impressive, wasn't it? I got the sucker." 

Such an incident might seem trivial to some readers, but tiny 
molehills have a way of growing into mountains in Washington, 
especially with media attention. But what is clear is that while 
PETA might be happy with some things Obama does, they won't 
cut him any slack over a fly-swatting, and they won't put their 
agenda on the back burner. 

That's also very typical of anti-gun extremists, some of who 
would give up on their desire for representation in Congress so 
they don't have to give in on their hatred of private gun 
ownership. 

For example, the District of Columbia's decades-long quest 
for a voting member in the US House of Representatives got 
longer on June 10, because the anti- gunners in Washington think 
enforcing anti-gun laws is more important that being able to vote 
in Congress. 

That became clear when House Majority Leader Steny H. 
Hoyer said the bill was on hold indefinitely, conceding that 
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Democratic Party leaders are stymied by an amendment to the 
measure that would scale back the city's anti-gun laws. 

"I don't think we're going to be able to move the bill at this 
time," the Maryland Democrat told reporters on Capitol Hill, 
according to The Washington Times. 

House Democratic leaders are torn between championing 
voting rights for the District and fighting a rollback of gun laws 
backed by the National Rifle Association, which enjoys 
widespread support from Republicans and conservative "Blue 
Dog" Democrats. 

Delegate Eleanor Holmes Norton, the District's non-voting 
House member, said she agreed with the decision but vowed to 
continue the fight. 

"We will never give up on equal rights for our residents," she 
said, insisting that pro-gun Democrats could have opposed the 
amendment without sustaining political damage. 

The amendment by Sen. John Ensign (R-NV) would 
overturned the city's gun laws, which are among the toughest gun 
control measures in the country. 

DC Council Chairman Vincent C. Gray said the Ensign 
amendment was "onerous and dangerous" and not an acceptable 
trade-off for a voting member in the House. 

"We remain hopeful that the right set of circumstances will 
lead to another opportunity for democracy finally to come to our 
city," said Gray, an at-large Democrat. 

Critics say giving DC residents a voting representative 
violates Article I, Section 2 of the Constitution, which states that 
"representatives and direct taxes shall be apportioned among the 
several states." The District is not a state. 

The bill would have provided the solidly Democratic District 
a House seat and balanced it with an additional seat likely to go 
to Utah, which is heavily Republican. The Utah seat was included 
to gain Republican support. The DC and Utah representatives 
were to be seated at the start of the next session in January 2011. 

The legislation sailed out of the Senate in a bipartisan 61-37 
vote in February. At the time, Democrats were excited to see the 
bill survive in any form. 

Supporters say Congress has the power to give the District a 
representative because of Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution, 
which states that Congress must "exercise exclusive legislation in 
all cases whatsoever" over the District. 

Efforts to give the District's roughly 600,000 residents a 
voting representative in the House have been rebuffed repeatedly. 

The priorities of people like HolmesNorton and Gray many 
seem skewed to us, and perhaps to other Americans as well. Anti-
gun liberals may be part of what is causing a new shift in the 
political perspective of Americans. 

Conservatives now comprise the largest ideological group in 
the United States, with nearly twice as many Americans saying 
they are conservative as those claiming to be liberal, according to 
a Gallup poll reported on June 15. 

Data issued by Gallup was based on 10 separate surveys 
conducted from January through May, and therefore the margins 
of error "are quite small," Gallup maintains. 

The surveys found that thus far in 2009, 40% of respondents 
describe their political views as conservative, 35% as moderate, 
and 21% as liberal. The rest said they have "no opinion." 

A solid majority of Republicans, 73%, call themselves 
conservative, 24% are moderate and only 3% are liberal. 

Democrats are more equally divided, with 40% saying they 
are moderate and 38% describing their views as liberal. A 
surprising 22% of Democrats say they are conservative, Gallup 
found. 

Among independents, 34% are conservative, 20% are liberal 
and 45% are moderate, according to Gallup. 

I couldn't close out this column without another example of 
extremism in pursuit of an unpopular agenda which again 
involves PETA. 

It was announced in June that PETA will be featuring the 
granddaughter of Cuban revolutionary leader Ernesto "Che" 
Guevara as a highlight of another "revolution"—for 
vegetarianism. 

Lydia Guevara will be posing seminude in a PETA campaign 
that tells viewers to "join the vegetarian revolution," said PETA 
spokesman Michael McGraw. 

The print campaign is expected to debut in October in 
magazines and posters, launching first in Argentina, where Che 
Guevara was born. It will then go international. 

In the ad (see photo), Lydia Guevara wears camouflage pants, 
a red beret, and bandoliers of baby carrots while standing with 
one fist on her hip and the other outstretched. 

Che Guevara was a Marxist leader who played a pivotal role 
in Fidel Castro's rise to power in Cuba. He was executed in 
Bolivia in 1967. The New GUN WEEK, July 15, 2009 

 

Bipartisan CSC urges withdrawal of knife 

proposal 
The bi-partisan Congressional Sportsmen's Caucus (CSC) has 

written a letter to US Department of Homeland Security (DHS) 
Secretary Janet Napolitano urging her to withdraw the notice of 
short-fused proposed rulemaking by the Office of Customs and 
Border Patrol (CBP) that could affect most folding knives. 

The CSC letter to Napolitano was signed by 61 Republican 
and 18 Democrat lawmakers. 

The proposed regulation could have severe implications on all 
knives, not just assisted-opening knives, and would designate 
these knives as switchblades, although the federal law definition 
does not declare these types of knives as such. 

"This classification could render millions of law-abiding knife 
owners in violation of the law and expose major market retailers, 
manufacturers, dealers and importers subject to possible federal 
felony charges, and could drive domestic manufacturers and 
importers out of business, potentially costing thousands of jobs," 
said CSC Member Rep. Bob Latta (R-OH). 

The Switchblade Knife Act of 1958 as amended by Congress 
clearly sets forth the definition of a "switchblade" as...any knife 
having a blade which opens automatically (1) by hand pressure 
applied to a button or other device in the handle of the knife, or 
(2) by operation of inertia, gravity, or both. 

Some see the intent of the proposed new regulation as re-
interpreting the word "inertia" so as to cover all knives using a 
spring (even a Boy Scout knife or multi-tool has one that 
maintains a knife's inherent bias toward closure) and contradicts 
the intent of Congress. Court cases in several states have all ruled 
in favor of assisted-opening and one-hand opening knives not 
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being switchblades because they do not possess the activating 
button or device on the handle of the knife 

"These knives are used not only by sportsmen, but also by 
police, firemen, skilled trade workers and others," said 
Congressional Sportsmen's Foundation President Jeff Crane. 

Latta and Rep. Walt Minnick (DID) have introduced 
legislation that would block CBP from broadening the definition 
of switchblades, according to The Washington Times. The 
legislation was offered as an amendment to the appropriations 
bill for the DHS, which is expected to come to the House floor 
soon. 

Napolitano had not responded to the CSC letter or as this 
issue of Gun Week went to press. The New GUN WEEK, July 15, 2009 

 

Lautenberg bill would allow AG to stop gun sales 
by Dave Workman, Senior Editor 

Anti-gun New Jersey Sen. Frank Lautenberg has introduced 
legislation (S-1317) that would give the Attorney General 
unprecedented power to deny someone their Second Amendment 
rights because their names have been added to a terrorist watch 
list. 

This comes three months after USA Today revealed that some 
51,000 people had filed "redress" requests, contending that their 
names had been included on a watch list. It turned out, however, 
that their names were not on such a list, but that they had been 
wrongly identified at airports "because their names resembled 
others on" the list. 

Gun rights activists argue that if an airport can make such a 
mistake, then so can a gun dealer, and so can the Attorney 
General. 

Also, The New York Times reported June 20 that the 
Department of Justice inspector general had found that an FBI 
list "carried the names of 24,000 people on the basis of outdated 
or sometimes irrelevant information." 

Lautenberg's "Denying Firearms and Explosives to Dangerous 
Terrorists Act of 2009" came after he, along with antigun Reps. 
John Conyers (D-MI) and 

Bobby Scott (D-VA), released a report from the Government 
Accountability Office (GAO) that claimed 963 cases had been 
found between February 2004 and February of this year in which 
suspected or known terrorists had attempted to purchase a 
firearm. Lautenberg's bill is similar to HR-2159 in the House. 

The legislation would give the Attorney General 
"discretionary authority" to deny a firearms purchase or the 
issuance of a firearm or explosives license when a background 
check reveals that the would- be buyer is a known or suspected 
terrorist, according to Lautenberg's website. 

The Attorney General would be required to issue guidelines 
regarding how and under what circumstances the discretionary 
authority would be used. 

Alan Gottlieb, chairman of the Citizens Committee for the 
Right to Keep and Bear Arms, accused Lautenberg of pressing 
his lifelong anti-gun agenda under the guise of national security. 

"In Lautenberg's world view," Gottlieb said, "any American 
citizen interested in owning a gun is a potential terrorist. Would 
he add all of our names to such a watch list, thus stripping us of 
our Second Amendment rights, without first being charged, 
prosecuted and convicted of some crime? Probably he would." 

Gottlieb and others in the firearms community have long 
complained that there has never been an explanation about how 
someone's name gets on or off a terrorist watch list. Names on the 
terrorist watch list are kept secret. 

The legislation comes at a time when another report from 
GAO is falling under heavy criticism (see related story). That 
report rehashes earlier claims that a majority of firearms being 
recovered by authorities in Mexico originated in the United 
States. However, that data is being misrepresented by anti-
gunners. 

 

Economy causing cop cutbacks; so citizens are 

arming up 
by Dave Workman, Senior Editor 

As the economy continues to grind down despite—or perhaps 
because of— the Obama Administration's "stimulus package," 
there is one significant side effect that is raising public alarm 
across the map: Police layoffs. 

Gun Week has earlier reported the problem in King County, 
WA, where Sheriff Sue Rahr attended several public meetings 
over the past few months, telling citizens concerned about safety 
and police response time, "If I was in that situation, I'd have a 
gun." 

"If somebody kicks in my front door and is coming at me," 
she said, "I'm not going to take the time to interview them. 
Someone that would to that is intending to do harm. When 
somebody crosses the threshold of my house, my first priority is 
to stop them and then we can sort it out later." 

And, as Gun Week reported in the July 1 issue, Duval 
County, FL, Sheriff John Rutherford has endorsed the idea of an 
armed public, telling The Jacksonville Daily Record: "People 
who go about applying for a gun permit aren't the ones we 
normally have problems with. I'm glad to see good, law-abiding 
people carrying guns. Look at the times those people are able to 
stop a violent crime and save themselves." 

Headlines from around the country tell the same story. 
According to the Associated Press, Chicago, IL, is leaving 
"hundreds of jobs...unfilled" and that "officers who once 
patrolled the streets with partners are riding alone in what some 
cops bitterly call 'rolling coffins'." 

The same Associated Press story reported that a small 
Pennsylvania town has disbanded its three-member police 
department and residents there now depend upon police in a 
neighboring community. Meanwhile, in El Monte, CA, the police 
department reportedly laid off 17 officers from the 148-officer 
agency. 

Likewise, The Orange County Register last month disclosed 
that up to 50 employees of the Orange County Sheriff's 
Department could lose their jobs during budget cuts to address a 
$28 million shortfall.. Sheriff Sandra Hutchens told the 
newspaper that "I cannot absorb $30 million in cuts without the 
public feeling this." 

Modesto, CA, cut nine officers late last month, again for 
budget problems. 

The Associated Press also reported that the Kansas City, MO, 
police department may not be able to hire 31 cadets who will 
graduate next month, and has recently left 45 police officer 
positions unfilled. 
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What this means to the public, according to various police 
agencies, is that officers may not be responding to calls as 
quickly, and, in some agencies, priorities are shifting so officers 
may not respond to some calls at all. 

While the economy has been tanking, the rush on gun stores 
has continued, though in recent weeks, there appears to have been 
a slowdown in the sales surge. But what this means is that there is 
a well-armed public prepared to potentially deal with personal 
and home defense if police are not able to respond to 
emergencies quickly. 

In King County, Rahr is continuing her series of community 
meetings, joining small groups of community leaders to maintain 
a perspective on local needs, and how to address those with a 
shrinking budget and manpower shifts. 

In recent weeks, stories have surfaced not only in King 
County but down in California's Orange County, that public 
safety budgets are being trimmed more than other government 
agencies. The Orange County Register story noted, "The county's 
general fund budget now hovers at $700 million, after supervisors 
shaved some $55 million from services— the majority coming 
from public safety." The New GUN WEEK, July 15, 2009 

 

A shadow on the Second Amendment 
by J. Neil Schulman 

Anybody old enough remembers 1968 as the year the Second 
Amendment went into a coma. 

Five years earlier, Nov. 22, 1963, President John F. Kennedy 
was assassinated by rifle fire in Dallas. 

Then, Apr. 4, 1968, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., was 
assassinated by rifle fire in Memphis. 

Two months after King's murder, June 5, 1968, after 
celebrating victory in the California Democratic Presidential 
Primary, President Kennedy's younger brother, Sen. Robert F. 
Kennedy, was assassinated with a handgun at the Ambassador 
Hotel in Los Angeles. 

Twenty weeks after the second Kennedy murder, the Gun 
Control Act signed by President Lyndon Johnson on Oct. 22, 
1968, imposed federal gun controls on the sale or transfer of 
common firearms. Now any firearm crossing state lines had to be 
transferred or sold only through a federally licensed firearms 
dealer and records kept on buyers. 

Why this history lesson? 
Ever since June 26, 2008, when the Supreme Court in its 

Heller decision recognized the Second Amendment as 
constitutionally enshrining an individual right to keep and bear 
arms, there's been guarded optimism among Second Amendment 
proponents that a slow-and-steady march toward extinction of our 
rights had finally been reversed. The 9th Circuit Appellate Court, 
which in its 1996 decision Hickman v. Block wrote "[ilt is clear 
that the Second Amendment guarantees a collective rather than 
an individual right," reversed itself on the basis of Heller and on 
April 20 in Nordyke v. King not only recognized the Second 
Amendment as an individual right but incorporated it through the 
14th Amendment as one that must be recognized by state and 
local governments. On June 2 the 7th Circuit reached an opposite 
conclusion in National Rifle Association of America v. City of 
Chicago, increasing the likelihood the Supreme Court will have 
to decide between them. 

-But the Supreme Court's Heller ruling was 5-4, and if the 
Court shifts to an anti-Second Amendment make-up, Heller could 
be short-lived. 

Second Amendment politics is therefore still critical, and 
politically motivated murders using firearms—particularly those 
identified with conservative causes—could once again swing the 
balance of public opinion against the Second Amendment. 

We've had two political murders identified with conservative 
causes—both using firearms—within as many weeks. 

On May 31 anti-abortion activist Scott Roeder, using a 
handgun, fatally shot George R. Tiller, MD, while Dr. Tiller was 
handing out prayer books during services at the Reformation 
Lutheran Church in Wichita, KS. Roeder is reported to have been 
a member of the "anti-government Freemen Militia" in Topeka, 
and a 2005 court ruling in a custody case identified him as 
schizophrenic. Tiller's Women's Health Care Services in Wichita 
was one of only three clinics nationwide performing late-term 
abortions. It wasn't the first time Tiller had been a shooting 
victim. On Aug. 19, 1993, using a handgun, anti-abortion activist 
Shelley Shannon had shot Tiller izi both arms. 

Ten days after the church shooting, on June 10, James von 
Brunn carried a .22 rifle into the United States Holocaust 
Memorial Museum in Washington, DC, and shot to death 
African- American security guard Stephen T. Johns. Motive? FBI 
Agent Richard Farnsworth filed a sworn affidavit that he found a 
handwritten note in von Brunn's car that reads, "You want my 
weapons—this is how you'll get them. The Holocaust is a lie. 
Obama was created by Jews." 

Clearly both Roeder and von Brunn identified with 
conservative causes. The Right to Life movement is right wing, 
as are "anti-government militias." Not only did von Brunn worry 
about losing his firearms but in 1981 he'd pulled a sawed-off 
shotgun at Federal Reserve headquarters, threatening to take the 
Board hostage. As author, myself, of a novel in which the Federal 
Reserve causes a US economic meltdown—a point of agreement 
between this particular right-wing Jew and this particular right-
wing neo-Nazi— there's no question for me that right-wing 
pundits like Rush Limbaugh, Sean Hannity, and Glenn Beck are 
engaging in a disgustingly dishonest game of spin when they try 
to convince their listeners that James von Brunn's Nazi affections 
are left-wing, and his anti-Semitism no worse than President 
Obama's former pastor, Jeremiah Wright's. 

As my fellow libertarian novelist, Brad Linaweaver, pointed 
out to me, the Nazi Party in 1930s Germany came to power by 
fusing left-wing economics with right- wing nationalism. 

And as far as I know, the only thing the Reverend Wright has 
ever shot off is his mouth. 

The issue is not whether Roeder or von Brunn were hateful 
and mentally unbalanced. Of course they were. 

Neither one could have passed a firearms background check, 
particularly the convicted felon, James von Brunn. 

Nor is it reasonably deniable that there are as many hateful 
and mentally unbalanced individuals on the hard left. Mega-
deaths achieved not only by Nazis but Communists—plus endless 
ethnically and religiously motivated killings in Ulster, Rwanda 
and Sarajevo—leave few political movements free of bloody 
hands. 
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Unlike much of the rest of the world violence is still the 
exception rather than the norm in the struggle for American 
political change. But no "American exceptionalism" can shield us 
from political violence if we're not as vigilant in purging the 
haters who join our causes as we are in pursuing our love of those 
values which make our lives fruitful, free and just. 

Silent tolerance of bigots and haters is an intolerable danger 
to our just causes—particularly when one of those causes is the 
deterrence to despotism the Framers intended widespread private 
firearms to be. Our movement has a good track record in rooting 
out and shunning extremists, but that's not good enough. We also 
need to admit openly that evil men do walk among us, and to tell 
the pundits who claim to educate us that that lying in defense of 
our rights is no virtue. 

Most importantly, we need to remain civil in disputes with 
our opponents, even while we fortify our backbones with steel. 

The Second Amendment movement just can't tolerate a Bill 
O'Reilly who— knowing that Dr. Tiller had previously been shot 
at and his clinic bombed— repeatedly and editorially called 
George Tiller a "baby killer." O'Reilly boasts "The O'Reilly 
Factor" has the highest ratings in cable/satellite television news. 
O'Reilly knew there are always psychotics waiting for a 
justification to commit mad violence and it was as foreseeable 
endlessly repeating "Tiller the Baby Killer" was inviting murder 
as it was for King Henry II's infamous remark that led to the 
assassination of Thomas a Becket: "Will no one rid me of this 
turbulent priest?" 

It's a lesson I learned in 1994. 
While promoting my book Stopping Power: Why 70 Million 

Americans Own Guns on the Chuck Baker radio show in 
Colorado Springs in August 1994, I implored listeners to burn up 
Congress's phone lines to stop passage of the unconstitutional 
Federal Assault Weapon Bill. 

One listener was Francisco Martin Duran, who was so worked 
up by our feverish rhetoric that he traveled to Washington, DC, 
and on Oct. 29, 1994 opened fire with his SKS semi-auto rifle on 
the White House lawn. Duran was convicted of trying to 
assassinate President Clinton and sentenced to 40 years. Like 
Roeder, Duran was mentally unbalanced. Like von Brunn he had 
a criminal record.  

Knowing that, I still now temper my rhetoric whenever I'm at 
a microphone. 

I have as many policy differences with President Obama as 
anyone else in the conservative or libertarian movements, 

particularly with economic policies. Nonetheless I voted for 

Obama over the slightly-more centrist John McCain. I saw 
Obama's election as an opportunity to show the world once-and-
for-all that America had moved beyond its sad history of race 
slavery and Jim Crow. It hurts me when I receive email from a 
conservative friend with an animated cartoon of a shucking-and-
jiving dancing Obama that easily could come from the KKK. 

It frightens me when Sean Hannity churns listeners by endless 
harping on the President's guilt-by-association with a 1960's anti-
Vietnam-War terrorist and oppression-legacy black minister, or 
calling the President's quest for an end to violence between 
Israeli Jews and Palestinian Arabs "selling out Israel." 

How can Hannity claim to be fair-and balanced when he 
refuses to inform his listeners that President Barack Hussein 

Obama's White House Chief of Staff, Rahm Israel Emanuel, is an 
observant Jew whose father fought with the Irgun underground in 
the founding of Israel and, himself, served as a civilian volunteer 
on an Israeli military base during the Persian Gulf war of 1991? 

I have no problem with anyone opposing any Obama policies 
that we consider compromise our founding principles or weaken 
our rights. 

But neither can we Second Amendment supporters tolerate 
extreme rhetoric directed at a President certified as achieving 
electoral victory who's taken the oath to "preserve, protect and 
defend the Constitution of the United States." The remedy 
provided by the Constitution, should he fail to live up to that 
oath, is impeachment by the House and trial in the Senate—not a 
knife on the floor of the Senate or rifle fire aimed at a presidential 
motorcade. 

God help us if another demented clown—even remotely 
associated with any of our causes—shoots at the first black 
President of the United States. 

I do not believe the Second Amendment could survive it.  
It's not like change can't be inspired by civilized rhetoric. 
Read Thomas Jefferson's harshest summation about King 

George III in the Declaration of Independence: 
"A prince, whose character is thus marked by every act which 

may define a tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people." 
Jefferson didn't even need to drop the F-bomb. 
 

J. Neil Schulman of Pahrump, NV, is an award-winning 
writer and filmmaker. His 1979 novel Alongside Night—
endorsed by Milton Friedman and Ron Paul—accurately 
projected the current economic meltdown even to details like the 
bankruptcy of General Motors, and was selected as Freedom 
Book of the Month for May 2009. A free PDF download of the 
novel is at: http://www.alongsidenight.net. It's currently in 
development to be his second feature film, following up on his 
award-winning comic thriller "Lady Magdalene's," starring 
Nichefie Nichols, which Schulman wrote, produced, directed, 
and acted in. Schulman wrote CBS's revived Twilight Zone 
episode "Profile in Silver." He's written for National Review, 
Reason, and the Los Angeles Times, and is author of 11 books 
including Stopping Power: Why 70 Million Americans Own 
Guns, endorsed by Charlton Heston. He's recipient of the Second 
Amendment Foundation's James Madison Award, and on March 
16 Schulman was awarded the Samuel Edward Konkin Ill 
Memorial Chauntecleer by the Karl Hess Club. The New GUN 

WEEK, July 15, 2009 
 

Seattle mayor taking Bloomberg's anti-gun agenda 

to White House 
by Dave Workman, Senior Editor 

Seattle, WA, Mayor Greg Nickels, who was recently elected 
president of the US Conference of Mayors, will be visiting the 
White House to pursue an agenda that includes gun control, 
according to The Seattle Times. 

Running this year for re-election, the anti-gun Nickels was a 
founding member of Michael Bloomberg's Mayors Against 
Illegal Guns. He has a history of staunch support for gun control 
measures, and for the past year has been in a face-off with the 
Second Amendment Foundation, Citizens Committee for the 
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Right to Keep and Bear Arms and the National Rifle Association 
over a threatened ban on legally-carried handguns on Seattle city 
property. 

Nickels has already been advised by the office of Washington 
Attorney General Rob McKenna that he does not have the 
authority under state preemption statute to initiate such a ban. 

Considered a far Left liberal Democrat, Nickels has attempted 
in the past to erode the Evergreen State's model preemption law 
so that he can push a more restrictive set of gun laws within the 
Seattle city limits. 

When The Seattle Times reported that Nickels will visit the 
White House and push gun control as part of the Mayors' 
Conference agenda, CCRKBA Chairman Alan Gottlieb released 
a blistering statement. 

"Greg Nickels knows he will find a sympathetic ear in the 
Oval Office for his illegal gun control scheme," said CCRKBA 
Chairman Alan Gottlieb. "Like Barack Obama, Mayor Nickels is 
an opponent of legal concealed carry, and he desperately wants 
the authority to unilaterally ban the lawful carrying of 

firearms on public property, regardless of state law and the 
state and federal constitutional protections of the right to keep 
and bear arms." 

Obama went on record in early 2008 during an interview with 
Pennsylvania's Pittsburgh Tribune Review in which he stated that 
he opposes concealed carry. Obama asserted that this would lead 
to increased violence and bloodshed. 

Gottlieb said both Nickels and Obama "seem to believe they 
have some imperial mandate to shape the world by executive 
order with no legislative oversight or intervention." 

"The United States is a republic," he noted, "not a socialist 
monarchy, and the City of Seattle is not Greg Nickels' personal 
fiefdom." 

Gottlieb contended that American gunowners are just as 
interested in reducing or eliminating urban violence as anyone, 
including Nickels and Obama. 

"However, pushing an agenda to disarm law-abiding citizens 
is not the way to accomplish that goal," he said. The New GUN 

WEEK, July 15, 2009 
 

DoD teaching `protesters’ can be low-level 

terrorists' 
Now you could become a "dangerous citizen" by repeating 

the very phrases our Founding Fathers used. 
Just weeks after a scandal erupted over a Department of 

Homeland Security report that described as "right-wing 
extremists" those who oppose abortion and support secure 
national borders, another report is revealing that the Department 
of Defense (DoD) is teaching that protesters are "low-level 
terrorists," according to WorldNetDaily.com 

The newest action to define those who disagree with positions 
adopted by the government or administration of the United States 
was revealed by blogger Dennis Loo at Salon. corn. 

He cited a complaint filed by the northern California branch 
of the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) demanding that 
the DoD change its instructions and those who have been given 
the training be told of the modifications by "sending out 
corrective materials." 

According to the ACLU letter, the DoD's "Annual Level 1 
Antiterrorism (AT) Awareness Training for 2009" tells 
department personnel "that certain First Amendment-protected 
activity may amount to `low-level terrorism.' " The New GUN WEEK, 

July 15, 2009 
 

TN towns buck state gun bills 
The Memphis City Council on June 16 approved two pieces 

of legislation aimed at shooting down gun laws recently approved 
in the state Capital. 

The Memphis Commercial Appeal reported that the council 
passed on first reading an ordinance banning firearms in city 
parks and also approved a resolution encouraging restaurant and 
bar owners tto post signs banning firearms in their businesses. 
The vote on the resolution is final, but the parks ordinance still 
has to be approved two more times. 

Both measures were sponsored by Councilman Harold Collins 
State lawmakers recently passed a bill to allow people with 

concealed handgun licenses to bring their guns into parks. The 
bill, scheduled to take effect Sept. 1, gives local governments the 
option of forbidding guns in their parks. 

Gov. Phil Bredesen vetoed the bill allowing licensees to take 
guns into places serving alcohol, but state lawmakers overrode 
the veto. 

The bill allows Tennessee's 220,000 handgun-carry license 
holders, and thousands more from states whose permits are 
recognized by Tennessee, to take guns into restaurants and other 
places that serve alcohol if they aren't drinking themselves. 

Owners of bars and restaurants can still post signs banning 
firearms in their businesses. 

 

Montana mayor files lobbying complaint 16 

MSSA's Marbut 
Helena, MT, Mayor Jim Smith has filed a complaint against 

Gary Marbut, president of the Montana Shooting Sports 
Association (MSSA), alleging that Marbut did not properly file 
as a lobbyist with the state. 

The complaint was filed with Commissioner of Political 
Practices Dennis Unsworth, who said an investigation may take 
several months, according to the Associated Press. 

Smith is also a lobbyist for law enforcement groups in the 
state, and they opposed gun rights legislation that was passed this 
year, with considerable MSSA support. Marbut, in an e-mail, 
insists that Smith's complaint will be for naught. 

"This complaint will work out about as well for Mayor Smith 
as did his flawed and fruitless opposition to HB 228," Marbut 
said. 

That was the "stand-your-ground" measure that establishes a 
self-defense standard in Big Sky Country that there is no duty to 
retreat for citizens who are attacked or threatened with bodily 
injury or death. The new law requires that a shooting 
investigation "must be conducted so as to disclose all evidence, 
including testimony concerning the alleged offense and that 
might support the apparent or alleged justifiable use of force." 

Smith contends that Marbut spent more than the state limit of 
$2,400, which is the threshold that requires registration as a 
lobbyist. Marbut argues that he is not paid by MSSA, and that he 
essentially works as a volunteer. 
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"Apparently Smith simply cannot contemplate that anyone 
would do for free, and more effectively than he," Marbut said, 
"what he gets paid to do. He could have called me to ask, but he 
was too chicken to. Instead, he attempts to sic a government 
agency on me." 

Marbut alleged that Smith is engaging in political shenanigans 
that belong in New Jersey, not Montana. The New GUN WEEK, July 

15, 2009 
 

Gun bills pending in NY Senate power struggle 
by Joseph P. Tartaro, Executive Editor 

If you like watching political and legislative chaos, you 
should reserve a season seat in the gallery of the New York state 
Senate in the closing weeks of this session. 

If you are a gunowner who was worried about how the state 
Senate would vote on the 13 anti-gun bills previously approved 
by the Democrat-dominated state Assembly, you may sigh with 
some relief but continue to hold your breath. 

The gun bills, including SB-4397A, a measure mandating 
micro-stamping technology in future semiautomatic handguns 
sold in the state, which had been scheduled for a Senate vote on 
June 8, could be dead for this session, but nobody's willing to 
read an epitaph yet. 

The day the micro-stamping bill was scheduled for a vote was 
the day the Republicans pulled off a historic coup to regain 
control of the state Senate. Legislation that had already been 
scheduled for a vote will remain on the calendar until the chaos in 
the 62 member state Senate is resolved. 

Gun legislation is not the only hot-button issue still simmering 
in Albany. The standoff throws the fate of nearly every item on 
Gov. David Paterson's agenda— from same-sex marriage to 
ethics reform to mayoral control in schools—into limbo 

The unprecedented coup was triggered when Republican Sen. 
Thomas Libous of Binghamton got the floor o9, June 8 and 
stunned4e Senate chamber by introducing a resolution naming 
Sen. Pedro Espada Jr., a Bronx Democrat, the new Senate 
president. 

The Democrats, who held a slim 32-30 majority in the 
chamber, were further stunned when another of their number, 
Queens Sen. Hiram Monserrate, crossed the aisle with Espada to 
pass the Libous resolution ousting Democrat Majority Leader 
Malcolm Smith. 

The GOP then reorganized the leadership of their new 
coalition with Espada as the president pro-tem of the Senate, and 
Republican Sen. Dean Skelos from Long Island as the new 
majority leader. 

The rest of the Democrats walked and even locked the Senate 
chamber so the new GOP-organized coalition could not vote on 
any legislation. Later the same week, they unlocked the chamber 
door, but locked the legislation in the senators' desks, so that 
nothing could be voted on. 

Each day since has seen another new maneuver in this strange 
power struggle, and the Democrats turned to the courts for a 
resolution while the Republicans tried to win over a couple more 
Democrats to their coalition. 

The judge denied the Democrats' call for a temporary 
restraining order, advised the warring factions to find their own 
solution over the June-12-14 weekend, and set a date for further 

hearings for 3 p.m. on June 15, a few hours after this issue of Gun 
Week was scheduled to go to press. 

The Democrats and Republicans didn't resolve anything over 
the weekend, except that Monserrate flipped again and rejoined 
the Democrat caucus, making the power split 31-31, with no one 
in clear control of the Senate. The Republicans are reported still 
struggling to entice a few other Democrats to join their coalition, 
but there have been no announcements. 

Thus the chaos continues, and if the judge doesn't order them 
back to work in the closing days of the session in June, Assembly 
Speaker Sheldon Silver says the lower body might as well leave 
the Capital. 

Gun Week is informed by reliable sources that efforts are 
being made to move S-4397A from the floor calendar to the 
Rules Committee or to seek some other means by which the bill 
may be tabled for this session, and that similar efforts were being 
considered to bottle up the rest of the Assembly's anti-gun 
measures. The New GUN WEEK, July 1, 2009 

 

Reports 23 state AGs oppose renewal of semi-auto 

ban 
On June 11, the top law enforcement officials of 23 states 

signed a letter to US Attorney General Eric Holder, expressing 
their opposition to reinstatement of the federal ban on many 
semi-automatic firearms and full-capacity magazines 

In the letter, Arkansas Attorney General Dustin McDaniel, 
along with Texas Attorney General Greg Abbott and 21 other 
state Attorneys General, note President Obama's appreciation for 
the great conservation legacy of America's hunters. However, 
they go on to say, "We share that appreciation for hunters and are 
committed to defending our Second Amendment rights—which is 
why we believe that additional gun control laws are unnecessary. 

Instead, authorities need to enforce laws that are already in 
place. 

"As the states' top law enforcement officials, we share the 
Obama Administration's commitment to reducing illegal drugs 
and violent crime within the United States. We also share your 
deep concern about drug cartel violence in Mexico. However, we 
do not believe that restricting law-abiding Americans' access to 
certain semi-automatic firearms will resolve any of these 
problems. So, we were pleased by the President's recent 
comments indicating his desire to enforce current laws rather than 
reinstate the ban on so-called assault weapons," the attorneys 
general noted. 

The letter took note of recent congressional opposition to 
bringing back the semi-auto ban, mentioning comments by Senate 
Majority Leader Harry Reid of Nevada and House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi, as well as the March 2009 letter of opposition 
signed by 65 Congressional Democrats. 

"As Attorneys General, we are committed to defending our 
constituents' constitutional rights—including their 
constitutionally-protected right to keep and bear arms." 

In alphabetical order by state, the AGs who signed the letter 
besides McDaniel and Abbott are: Troy King from AL; John W. 
Suthers of CO: Bill McCollum of FL; Thurbert E. Baker of GA; 
Lawrence G. Wasden of ID: Steve Six of KS; Jack Conway KY; 
James D. Caldwell of LA; Mike Cox of MI; Chris Koster of MO; 
Steve Bullock of MT; WA. 
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Edmonson of OK; Jon Bruning of NE; Catherine Cortez 
Masto of NV; Kelly A. Ayotte of NH; Wayne Stenehjem of ND; 
Henry McMaster of SC; Lawrence Long of SD; Mark L. 
Shurtleff of UT; J.B. Van Hollen of WI, Bruce A. Salzburg of 
WY. The New GUN WEEK, July 1, 2009 

 

SAF, NRA appeal Chicago gun ban to Supreme 

Court 
by Dave Workman, Senior Editor 

The Chicago handgun ban case may be headed to the US 
Supreme Court, and if the high court agrees to hear the case it 
could produce what gun rights groups are anticipating: A ruling 
that the Second Amendment is incorporated to the states as a 
limit on gun laws that state and local governments may enact and 
enforce. 

The Second Amendment Foundation (SAF), Illinois State 
Rifle Association (ISRA) and National Rifle Association (NRA) 
are plaintiffs in the case, a consolidation of two separate lawsuits 
filed one day apart in June 2008 follow- ing the Supreme Court's 
landmark Second Amendment ruling in District of Columbia v. 
Dick Anthony Heller. SAF filed the first lawsuit within an hour of 
the high court's ruling, and it was initially known as McDonald v. 
City of Chicago. The NRA sued Chicago and neighboring Oak 
Park one day later. 

The cases were consolidated by the 7th Circuit Court of 
Appeals, which ruled against the plaintiffs on the grounds that the 
Second Amendment is not incorporated to the states. This ruling, 
along with a 2nd Circuit Court ruling earlier this year that also 
rejected the incorporation position, is in direct conflict with a 9th 
Circuit Court ruling in April that found the Second Amend- ment 
is incorporated, setting up a showdown in the Supreme Court. 

"We know we are going to win this case," said SAF founder 
Alan M. Gottlieb. "States should not be able to take away rights 
guaranteed by the federal constitution." 

"It is wrong that the residents of Chicago and Oak Park 
continue to have their Second Amendment rights denied," 
contended Chris Cox, executive director of the NRA's Institute 
for Legislative Action. "It's time for the fundamental right of self- 
defense to be respected by every jurisdic- tion throughout our 
country.". 

Otis McDonald, one of four Chicago residents who are 
plaintiffs in the SAF/ ISRA case, told Gun Week, "Like any other 
citizen I would like to be able to protect myself from drug dealers 
and gang bangers who make it almost impossible to even go to 
the grocery store." 

In the Chicago case—which can be followed at 
chicagoguncase.com— plaintiffs ask the high court for a defini- 
tive ruling that the Second Amendment is incorporated against 
the states by the Fourteenth Amendment's Privileges or 
Immunities or Due Process clauses. 

"The only reason we have not already won," Gottlieb insisted, 
"is that the lower courts have felt bound by anti- quated 
precedents and are waiting for the Supreme Court to issue a 
ruling that respects the Second Amendment as a normal part of 
the Bill of Rights." 

Likewise, NRA's Cox, in a statement to the press, insisted, 
"The Seventh Circuit got it wrong. As the Supreme Court said in 
last year's landmark Heller decision, the Second Amendment is 

an individual right that 'belongs to all Americans.' Therefore, we 
are taking our case to the highest court in the land." The New GUN 

WEEK, July 1, 2009 
 

Mayor of Peoria, IL, proposes pilot carry license 

program 
by Dave Workman, Senior Editor 

The mayor of Peoria, IL, wants to establish a pilot concealed 
carry program in his city to demonstrate the effective ness of such 
a law, while also proving that responsible citizens are safe with 
their personal defense handguns. 

Mayor Jim Ardis told Gun. Week that he has been pushing 
the legislature to let Peoria become something of a test 
community under the state's home rule provisions. 

"I don't know that anyone's ever tried it this way," he 
acknowledged. 

Last year some Illinois communities tried "advisory ballots" 
on the subject, but he noted that such referendums "have 
absolutely no weight." 

A gunowner and self-admitted former member of the National 
Rifle Association, Ardis confirmed that his effort may even get 
some resistance from the NRA because it would not simply create 
a concealed carry law for the entire state. 

"My opinion is that it is never going to get done if they try to 
do the whole state," Ardis said. 

He noted that concealed carry legislation will always be 
opposed by the powerful Chicago delegation in the legislature in 
Springfield. 

While the idea may not appeal to some gun rights groups, it 
apparently does -have the support of Peoria County Sheriff 
Michael McCoy. He was quoted in The Peoria Journal Star 
noting that proper education and background checks would be 
important components of such a program. 

State's Attorney Kevin Lyons is against the idea, however, 
telling the local newspaper "Neither of the words `concealed' nor 
'carry' should give a community any greater sense of peace when 
it comes to loaded firearms. No workable plan has yet been 
discovered that puts guns in, the hands of law- abiding persons to 
the exclusion of the mentally unstable or the angry malcontent." 

Ardis has pitched the idea to some state lawmakers but it is 
not likely to gain any traction in the foreseeable future. The 
Peoria newspaper noted that a spokesman for House Speaker 
Michael Madigan said the idea probably will not get much 
support because of its "helter-skelter" approach. 

Richard Pearson, executive director of the Illinois State Rifle 
Association (ISRA), told Gun Week that, while the idea certainly 
draws attention to the issue of concealed carry, the plan put forth 
by Mayor Ardis won't work. 

"It can't be done under the Illinois constitution," Pearson said. 
"It would be a real problem and it just wouldn't work out, but at 
least it gets the issue on the front page." 

Pearson said he had not spoken with Ardis, but that he 
appreciates the mayor's earnestness in trying to get the issue a 
foothold in the Prairie State. 

"There is definitely momentum building for statewide 
concealed carry," Pearson said. "A lot of people think it is 
perfectly logical to adopt it, but this is Illinois and logic has 
nothing to do with it." 
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Illinois remains- one of only two states—the other one is 
Wisconsin—that does not have a concealed carry statute of some 
sort. The New GUN WEEK, July 1, 2009 

 

Stuffed cat tasered by cop 
From the "It looked so real I killed it" file comes the story out 

of Warren, MI, about the cops who were called to what turned 
out to be a hoax regarding a cougar in a drain pipe. 

When ten (count 'em, 10!) police showed up, one of them 
quickly zapped the cat with a taser, only to find out that what he 
had shot was not a mountain lion, but a large stuffed animal. 

According to The Detroit Free Press and Associated Press, a 
hoaxer had called the police to report a 150-pound cougar in an 
abandoned drain. 

Trying to quickly wipe the egg off his face, Police 
Commissioner William Dwyer told reporters that his department 
is "out there to keep the community safe." The New GUN WEEK, July 

1, 2009 
 

Dopers robbed, call the cops 
More proof that we do not make up this stuff comes from the 

"That's why they call it Dope" file with a story from Daytona 
Beach, FL, that hardly ranks up there with The French 
Connection. 

According to the Associated Press, local law enforcement 
authorities in Volusia County were called by a couple of guys 
who were robbed at gunpoint while they were trying to purchase 
20 pounds of marijuana. If there is a Stupid Scale anywhere, 
these guys probably broke the needle. 

The published report said that the pair went to a home in the 
county on May 18 with $12,000 cash to make a drug buy. What 
they did not anticipate was an armed robbery at the hands of two 
men who "jumped them" and made off with the loot in their car. 

Not to be deterred from setting a new world record for public 
idiocy, these guys rushed out to their own car and gave chase, 
calling 9-1-1 in the process. The robbers got away, but sheriff's 
deputies went back to the scene of the crime and arrested the one 
man they found there. He has been charged with robbery. 

The two "victims" in this caper may also face charges. The New 

GUN WEEK, July 1, 2009 
 

'Teeth' in NY gun laws 
From the "Putting the bite on crime" file comes one of the 

stranger stories we've seen in recent memory, involving a Staten 
Island, NY, man, a handgun and a pair of dentures. 

According to ABC News and the Associated Press, 47-year-
old Joseph Native had allegedly paid for a set of false teeth for an 
"ex-colleague" but when he wanted the teeth back from 40-year- 
old Germano Sibbio, the younger man wouldn't hand them over. 
Native decided that persuasive measures were required, so he 
pulled a gun on Sibbio and took not only the dentures, he also got 
$1,200 in cash, Sibbio's coat, a Bluetooth device, a car and a 
couple of cell phones. 

Native told his side of this squabble to The Staten Island 
Advance, and it had a bit more detail, including the assertion that 
Sibbio was never his partner, only an employee, and that he not 
only had taken the teeth, he had also allegedly stolen thousands 
_at dollars from Native's company. 

Most importantly, Native insisted he never pulled a gun on 
the other guy. 

Native was reportedly arrested and charged with first-degree 
robbery, and was released on $1,000 bail. He will appear in court 
July 1. The New GUN WEEK, July 1, 2009 

 

Poaching troopers lose jobs 
Here's a story that raises a new question: Is poaching deer 

while on police business a bigger crime that run-of-the-mill 
killing game out of season? 

Two Michigan state troopers from the Cheboygan post have 
lost their jobs for poaching deer while on duty, according to 
Associated Press. 

Earlier, Jeff Hadley was sentenced to four days in jail for 
shooting a buck with his hunting rifle Nov. 12 while on patrol in 
Cheboygan County's Benton Township. Don Bolen received a 
two-day jail sentence. 

Both apologized during their sentencings. 
The Cheboygan Daily Tribune now reports the two troopers 

have lost their jobs while awaiting arbitration. 
Detective Sgt. Christopher Luty is vice president of the 

Michigan State Police Troopers Association and says the disci- 
pline isn't official until after the troopers' arbitration hearings.  The 

New GUN WEEK, July 1, 2009 
 

CA teen running for city office 
While most 16-year-olds are focused on their next video 

game fix or how to wrangle the keys from their parents for a 
weekend outing, Ishan Shah, is one Fremont, CA, Mission High 
School junior who has is focused on a different kind of prize: a 
seat on the City Council. 

Shah is currently 16, but will be the required 18 by Election 
Day in 2010. He already has a website, an exploratory committee 
and two published position papers. The New GUN WEEK, July 1, 2009 

 

TN restaurant, bar carry takes effect July 14 

following override 
Gun control proponents suffered a major defeat in early June 

when the Tennessee legislature overrode Democrat Gov. Phil 
Bredesen's veto of a bill that allows legally-armed citizens in 
restaurants and bars that serve alcohol. 

The new law becomes effective July 14. 
Almost immediately, opponents of the measure were 

predicting dire consequences. The House voted 69-27 to override 
Bredesen on June 3, and the Senate voted to override 21-9 the 
following day. Both votes showed bipartisan support for the 
measure, which had been sponsored by Democrat state Sen. Doug 
Jackson in the Senate and by Republican state Rep. Curry Todd 
in the House. 

Bredesen's office said the governor "believes guns and bars 
simply don't mix, and that this legislation doesn't provide the 
proper safeguards to 

ensure public safety," according to WSMV and the 
Associated Press. 

However, Alan Gottlieb, chairman of the Citizens Committee 
for the Right to Keep and Bear Arms, rejected that argument 
based on years of experience with the laws in Washington state. 



 

 
Page 15

Armed citizens in the Evergreen State have been carrying 
firearms into restaurants that serve alcohol for many years. 

"For years, the gun prohibitionist lobby has perpetuated a 
sense of fear against armed citizens in various public venues, 
including restaurants," Gottlieb said. "Yet in Washington state, 
where the Citizens Committee is headquartered, it has been legal 
for many years to carry firearms in restaurants that serve alcohol, 
and it has not resulted in the kind of violence predicted by 
opponents of the Tennessee measure." 

The legislation does not allow armed citizens to imbibe. This 
bill leaves intact a provision that prevents drinking by anyone 
carrying a gun. The law also allows restaurant owners to post 
their premises off-limits to firearms. 

Published reports estimate there are approximately 218,000 
Tennessee citizens who are licensed to carry. Over the past four 
years, an average of 300 people annually has had their permits 
revoked. 

Opponents of the legislation had argued that guns and alcohol 
are a dangerous mix, apparently disregarding the provision in law 
that prevents drinking while armed. 

"Licensed citizens all across the country exercise their right of 
self defense while dining in restaurants that serve alcohol," noted 
CCRKBA Legislative Director Joe Waldron. "These citizens are 
a model of constraint. It will be no different in Tennessee." The 

New GUN WEEK, July 1, 2009 
 

Sudden federal rulemaking could ban most folding 

knives 
Joe Tartaro, Executive Editor 

The US Customs and Border Protection agency (CBP) on 
May 21 proposed revoking earlier rulings that "assisted- 
opening" knives are not switchblades and instituting a new 
definition that could be used to eliminate immediately 8 of 10 
legal pocketknives in the nation, according to activists who are 
gearing up to fight the plan. 

Several things are striking about the proposal. It was 
announced only in a Customs and Border Protection newsletter 
without general notice or publicity so that the public and the 
cutlery industry had little or no advance warning. People who 
have learned about it have gotten their news mostly from Internet 
sources, including WorldNetDaily.com (WND), KnifeRights.org, 
and KeepAndBearArms.com. The general print and electronic 
media have mostly ignored it. Even Gun Week, the gunowner and 
outdoor publication with the shortest deadlines in the country, 
first got word of the CBP proposal less than a week before this 
issue went to press on June 15. 

The other unusual aspect for a bureaucratic agency proposing 
new rulemaking was that the CBP allowed only the minimum 
time (30 days) for public comment—until June 21 and required 
the comment to be only via US mail or overnight carriers like 
FedEx or UPS. And, since June 21 falls on a Sunday, that means 
the actual deadline for comment is Friday, June 19. The agency 
also rejected a requested extension. 

No provision was made for emailed comment from the public 
which has been the standard with most government agencies in 
the past. All of which suggests that the agency was intentionally 
trYii`1061tailroad this new regulation through with minimum 
public input or opposition. 

While the CBP has the authority to impose the new ruling, 
Congress may still take an interest in the issue, and many of the 
groups opposing the new rule are urging interested parties to 
communicate their concerns directly to their representatives. 

The proposed new rule defining illegal switch-blade knives 
would not only outlaw "assisted-opening" knives, but could also 
include one-handed assisted-opening knives and could be easily 
interpreted to cover most other pocket knives, even simple old- 
fashioned slip-joints, since with expert and practiced handling—
especially by the disabled who might have to open a knife that 
way or not at all—most common folding knives and even multi-
tools can be opened one-handed by knowledgeable owners. 

Doug Ritter of KnifeRights.org, told Gun Week's Dave 
Workman that the implications of the decision would be far-
reaching, since many state and federal agencies depend on the 
CBP's definitions to determine what is legal in the United States. 

For a long time, those switchblades that have long stiletto 
blades that are spring-ejected powerfully from the side or end of 
the handle have been illegal in the United States, but now a 
review by the agency of its own approval in 2008 of a particular 
type of knife for import is raising serious alarms. 

Ritter said the effect of the proposed change would be that the 
new design in knives, many of which contain a tiny spring to help 
the user pull open the blade and lock it into position, would be 
classified alongside those true weapons where the user just 
presses a button on the handle and the blade is ejected. 

"They are saying that any knife that you can open quickly or 
any knife that you can open with one hand is therefore a 
switchblade," Ritter said. 

On his organization's website there are suggested letters for 
consumers to use in contact the Customs agency as well as their 
members of Congress. 

Ritter suggested that up to 80% of the pocketknives sold in 
America today either are one-handed opening knives or so-called 
assisted-opening knives—and they all suddenly would be 
classified as illegal switchblades. 

That could mean headaches for the knife industry, Ritter said. 
"Customs," continued Ritter, "is the only place where the 
switchblade is interpreted in various rulings. Whenever a federal, 
state, or local jurisdiction is looking at what a switchblade is, 
whenever there's a court case or whatever ... they will look to the 
feds." 

The agency change came in a case involving a knife called the 
"Varilioy Assist," whose importers were represented in a request 
for affirmation of its legality by a San Francisco law firm. 

The knives first were approved by the agency in 2008. But 
only a few weeks ago, the agency's Intellectual Property Rights 
and Restricted Merchandise Branch did a review and reversed 
itself. 

Ritter said the reason for the change isn't clear, "but certainly 
this Administration is no friend to things like knives and guns," 
he said. 

A successful campaign to change the definition would mean 
thousands would be out of work in the knife industry, and the 
impact would have far-reaching effects. 

He said the proposal, which puts pocketknives in the 
classification of switchblades—described by a Senate committee 
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as "almost exclusively the weapon of the thug and the delin-
quent"—isn't fair. 

"There are 40 million people in America walking around with 
pocketknives in their pocket," he said. 

Further, the majority of crimes committed with knives are 
done with the "lowly kitchen knife," he said. 

According to SAF founder Alan Gottlieb, who also serves as 
CCRKBA chairman, "The right to bear arms is not limited to 
guns." 

"Knives should certainly fall under the broad definition of 
arms," he observed. 

Mike Friel, director of media relations for CBP, declined to 
comment when Workman contacted him, stating only that the 
public comment period ran through June 21. 

The American Knife & Tool Institute (ATKI) is also involved 
in the opposition movement, hiring specialists to fight the 
proposal. On its website, AKTI notes that "The definition of a 
switchblade or automatic knife has been clear and explicit in 
federal law since 1958. There have been several state court cases 
in California, Texas, Illinois and Michigan on the issue of 
assisted-opening knives. Every judge in every case has ruled they 
are not switchblades because they do not possess an activating 
button on the handle." 

Doug Flagg with Columbia River Knife & Tool, an Oregon-
based knife manufacturer and importer, called the situation "a 
mess" when contacted by Gun Week. 

Before CRKT began importing knives with their patented 
"Outburst" mechanism, they obtained a binding ruling from 
Customs that allowed the importation of these knives, Flagg told 
Workman. Because there is no button in the handle of an 
Outburst-equipped knife, it does not fall under the current 
switchblade definition. 

Thomas Welk, national sales manager with Kershaw, also 
based in Oregon, told Workman that the short comment period 
and mail requirement seemed "strange." 

"It's kind of a drag in this electronic age," he acknowledged. 
Kershaw, Columbia River and other knife makers are working 

through AKTI, which estimates more than. 35 million owners of 
folding knives "would become de facto criminals if Customs has 
their way," according to the AKTI website. 

"If US Customs succeeds," according to AKTI, "they will 
effectively ban all folding knives from interstate commerce. 
Individuals who cross state lines into states where switchblades 
are banned will be subject to arrest and prosecution. 

"We fear that they are attempting to bypass the will of 
Congress and that once they succeed in getting assisted- openers 
defined as switchblades," AKTI added, "they could move against 
all folding knives." 

Most of the gunowners, hunters, fishermen and outdoor 
recreations I know probably own more folding knives than they 
can remember. Most of them probably sit in storage somewhere, 
but now bureaucrats in Washington are threatening to outlaw 
many of those knives and put millions of Americans in jeopardy 
of becoming criminals, not through legislation, but by sudden 
rulemaking. The New GUN WEEK, July 1, 2009 

 

Some colleges bar free speech when its about guns 

The First Amendment guarantees Americans the right to free 
speech. The Second Amendment guarantees the right to possess 
firearms. Now the first two clauses in the Bill of Rights have 
come together in an ongoing debate over the right of qualified 
college students and faculty to advocate that they be allowed to 
carry guns on campus, said a Fox News report. 

That on-going debate has hit a wall of resistance from school 
officials in some places, bringing into focus the dual issues of gun 
rights and free speech. 

Many gun-rights advocates are arguing that college campuses, 
which are supposed to be open to diversity of thought, 
provocative dialogue, politics and protest, are hardly bastions of 
free speech when it comes to discussing firearms. 

"The fact is, the topic is so explosive," said Robert Shibley, 
spokesman for the Foundation for Individual Rights in Education 
(FIRE), which tracks discriminatory practices against students 
involved in conservative issues on campus. They've been dealing 
with "more and more" complaints about efforts to "squelch gun 
speech," he said. 

The latest flareup involves Christine Brashier, who says 
officials at the Community College of Allegheny County (CCAC) 
violated her First Amendment right to free speech when they 
stopped her from posting and distributing fliers advocating for 
concealed carry on campus, and for a new chapter of Students for 
Concealed Carry on Campus (SCCC) at the college. The group 
has about a dozen chapters on other Pennsylvania campuses, 
Shibley said. The New GUN WEEK, July 1, 2009 

 

Kentucky pastor invites people to carry guns 
Reportedly spurred in part by recent church shootings, a 

church in Kentucky actually encouraged congregants to bring 
their guns to services on June 27. 

The New Bethel Church in Valley Station opened its doors to 
armed parishioners, perhaps in no small part because church 
pastor Ken Pagano is a concealed carry instructor and former 
active duty Marine. According to WAVE news, Pagano called 
the June 27 exercise an "Open Carry celebration." 

There was one catch. Guns had to be unloaded and in a secure 
holster. 

The move was not without its critics, including the Rev. 
James Tennyson at the Justice Resource Center. He told a 
reporter that "We are going back to the wild, wild west." He was 
bothered that anyone would bring guns into a church. 

Pagano fired right back: "This will be the safest place in town 
that day." The New GUN WEEK, July 1, 2009 

 

Korea vet wounds robbery suspect in Galveston, 

TX 
Don't tangle with 77-year-old Robert Hays of Texas City, TX, 

and expect to best the Korean War veteran. 
According to The Galveston County Daily News, Hays was at 

the Players Paradise on June 1 when two would-be robbers burst 
in and started robbing the patrons. About a dozen people were in 
the game room at the time, about 12:44 a.m. 

The newspaper said one of the men threw Hays to the floor 
and began going through his wallet. Apparently in his effort to 
dig out Hays' money, the thug overlooked the older man's carry 
permit. 
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Hays pulled his concealed .38-caliber handgun and shot the 
robber, who fell down and then fled, but not before losing one of 
his shoes and leaving his own gun. 

A short time later, a man identified as Tyreese Ross, 34, also 
of Texas City, showed up at a local hospital with a gunshot 
wound to his shoulder. He was arrested on a contempt of court 
charge for nonpayment of child support. The newspaper said he 
had pleaded guilty in 1995 to aggravated robbery in Galveston, 
but had not been charged with the game room robbery. The New 

GUN WEEK, July 1, 2009 
 

WA youth who shot hiker convicted of 

manslaughter 
by Dave Workman, Senior Editor 

A 15-year-old boy who fatally shot a female hiker on the open 
slope of Washington state's Sauk Mountain last August could 
face jail time after being convicted of second-degree 
manslaughter, in a Skagit County court. 

Gun Week covered the story last year after the youth, then 14, 
fired a single round from a Tikka rifle chambered in .270 
Winchester, hitting 54-year-old Pamela Almli in the head as she 
was standing in the trail with another female hiker, identified as 
Lois Peterson. Almli was killed instantly. It was the first hunting 
fatality in a quarter-century in the Evergreen State that involved a 
non- hunter, and oddly, the first of two such fatal shootings last 
fall. 

The other fatality involved a man identified as Jnan Rojas 
Cortez, who was allegedly killed by an elk hunter in Southwest 
Washington on Nov. 1 while he was picking beargrass with 
friends, apparently for sale to florists. A teacher, Craig A. 
Sjoberg, was charged in that slaying. 

Of the two fatalities, Almli's killing stirred the most emotional 
controversy. She was a hiker, and many in the hiking community 
became furious. Evergreen State hunters were equally 
unforgiving. The incident led to an unsuccessful attempt to 
change the state's hunting laws so that youths would need to be 
under adult supervision while hunting. Currently, an alleged 
glitch in the state's current hunting laws, adopted in 1994, 
apparently allows youngsters to hunt unsupervised. 

Another measure, also unsuccessful, would have required 
hikers to wear hunter orange during the fall hunting seasons. 
Even hunters opposed that plan. 

At the time of the shooting, the young shooter was 
accompanied by his then-16-year-old brother, who was not 
charged. They had been dropped off at the Sauk Mountain 
trailhead by their grandfather a couple of hours earlier. He had 
remained in the car while the boys hunted along the popular 
slope. The incident occurred at about 10 a.m. 

The boy told investigators that he fired at what he believed 
was a bear, and that his brother also thought it was a bear. But 
Almli had reportedly just taken off a dark sweatshirt and donned 
a bright blue jacket when she was hit. At the time of the shooting, 
the slope of Sauk Mountain was foggy, but the trail switchbacks 
up an open slope where there are no trees to impair visibility. 

The guilty verdict was handed down by Judge Susan Cook 
following a five- day bench trial, who did not find the youngster 
guilty under the initial charge of first-degree manslaughter. Under 

state sentencing guidelines, the boy could face up to 15 months at 
a detention center. The New GUN WEEK, July 1, 2009 

 

Veteran political commentator sees elites out of 

touch with Americans 
Michael Barone, a graduate of Harvard College and Yale Law 

School, is a senior writer for US News & World Report and the 
principal coauthor of The Almanac of American Politics, which 
is –published by the National Journal every two years. Barone 
has written for many publications—including The Economist, the 
New York Times, The Weekly Stan- dard, The New Republic, 
National Review, The American Spectator, American Enterprise, 
and Jewish World Review. Barone was a political contributor to 
Fox News from 1989 to 1996 and again from 1998 until present 
and has appeared on many other television programs 

In mid-May, he offered a candid assessment of the struggle 
over public policy, particular on the issues of gun rights and 
climate change, in which he claimed the elites of academe, the 
media and big business are "out of touch" with the majority of 
Americans. In fact, he notes that their rapture over their global 
warming and gun control schemes has taken on the character of 
religious zealotry. 

"Many years ago, political scientists came up with a theory 
that elites lead public opinion. And on some issues, they clearly 
do," Barone began. "But on some issues, they don't. Two 
examples of the latter phenomenon are conspicuous at a time 
when Barack Obama enjoys the approval of more than 60% of 
Americans and Democrats have won thumping majorities in two 
elections in a row. One is global warming. The other is gun 
control. 

"On both issues," Barone wrote, "the elites of academe, the 
media and big business have been solidly on one side for years. 
But on both, the American public has been moving in the other 
direction." 

Barone then cited polling results over several years by the 
Gallup organization and pollster Scott Rasmussen that showed 
public opinion had been shifting on the global warming issue 
from the late 1990s to the present. 

Then, Barone went on to the subject of firearms civil rights. 
"On guns, Gallup has been testing opinion for many years on 

one extreme proposal that is the goal, usually unstated, of many 
gun-control advocates: banning the possession of handguns," 
Barone continued. "Support was 60% in 1960 and 49% in 1965. 
It was as high as 43% in the early 1990s, before the Clinton 
Congress passed the so-called assault weapons ban. In March 
2007, it had fallen to 29%—a minority, almost a fringe position. 
In the early 1990s, Gallup found that Americans, by a 2-1 
margin, favored stricter gun sale laws over less strict ones or 
keeping them the same. By fall 2008, they were evenly split. 

Some of these shifts in opinion may be responses to events 
that liberal elites have not deigned to notice. Forty of the 50 
states now have concealed weapons laws that allow law-abiding 
citizens to get permits to carry guns. Gun control- lers predicted 
these would result in traffic shootouts and general mayhem. They 
haven't. It turns out that criminals are deterred from attacks less 
by gun- control laws than by the possibility that their intended 
victims may be armed. As for global warming, many Americans 
may have noticed that temperatures actually haven't been rising 
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over the past decade, as global warming alarmists predicted. The 
elites are able to hire armed security guards and jet off on private 
jets, so they are less likely to notice these things. 

"I think there's something else at work here," Barone 
explained. "For liberal elites, belief in gun control and global 
warming has taken on the character of religious faith. We have 
sinned (by hoarding guns or driving SUVs); we must atone (by 
turning in our guns or recycling); we must repent (by support- ing 
gun control or cap and trade schemes). You may notice that the 
'we' in question is usually the great mass of ordinary American 
citizens. 

"The liberal elite is less interested in giving up its luxuries (Al 
Gore purchases carbon offsets to compensate for his huge 
mansion and private jet travel) than in changing the lifestyle of 
the masses, who selfishly insist on living in suburbs and keeping 
guns for recreation or protection. Ordinary Americans are seen 
not as responsible fellow citizens building stable communities but 
as greedy masses, who must be disciplined to live according to 
the elite's religious dogmas. 

"It should not be completely surprising that over time, these 
views have become less congenial to the masses, who are the 
object of such condescension. Democratic officeholders, who 
must live by the discipline of the ballot, have noticed. Party 
leaders did not press to re-enact the assault weapons ban when it 
expired and currently are flummoxed by the backbenchers who 
are resisting a cap and trade bill that would impose huge costs on 
those who use electricity. Elites may lead, but Americans do not 
always follow," Barone concluded. 

One would hope that at least some of the elites read l3arone's 
commentary and considered his arguments But then the elites 
have always shown a distain for open discourse in which their 
views are opposed. The New GUN WEEK, July 1, 2009 

 

FBI preliminary data shows drop in police officers 

killed in 2008 
A preliminary FBI report on law enforcement fatalities due to 

both felonious assaults or accidents showed declines in 2008 over 
2007. 

The FBI on May 12 released preliminary statistics indicating 
that 41 of the nation's law enforcement officers were feloniously 
killed in the line of duty in 2008. The number of officers 
feloniously killed was 17 fewer than in 2007. 

The number of officers killed in accidents also dropped from 
the previous year as 67 officers were accidentally killed in 67 
separate incidents while performing their duties in 2008. This 
represents 16 fewer officers killed in accidents than in 2007. 

The felonious assaults by region were: 20 of the victim 
officers were killed in the South, nine in the Midwest, nine in the 
West, and three in the Northeast, according to The Tactical Wire. 

Of these felonious deaths, 10 occurred during arrest 
situations, eight officers were killed during traffic pursuits/stops, 
seven during tactical situations, six while investigating suspicious 
persons/ circumstances, six were as a result of ambush situations, 
two officers were performing investigative activities, one was 
responding to a disturbance call, and one was handling, 
transporting, or had custody of a prisoner. 

Firearms were the weapons most often used in these slayings. 
Of the 35 officers killed with firearms, 25 were killed with 

handguns, five with rifles, four with shotguns, and one officer 
was murdered with an unknown type of firearm. Four officers 
were killed by vehicles, and two officers died from injuries as a 
result of a bomb. 

At the time of their deaths, 30 of the law enforcement officers 
were wearing body armor. Ten officers fired their weapons, and 
four of the officers attempted to fire their weapons. Six officers 
had their weapon stolen, and four officers were killed with their 
own weapons. 

The 41 law enforcement officers were killed in 38 separate 
incidents, all of which have been cleared by arrest or exceptional 
means. 

The FBI will release final statistics in the Uniform Crime 
Reporting Program's annual report, Law Enforcement Officers 
Killed and Assaulted, which will be published on the Internet in 
the fall of this year. The New GUN WEEK, July 1, 2009 

 

Ohio bill filed to remove ban on CCW carry in 

restaurants 
House Bill 203, sponsored by state Reps. Danny Bupb and 

Jarrod Martin, was filed on June 2 in the Ohio legislature and will 
soon be -assigned to a committee. This important fix would add 
restaurants to the current exemption that covers class D retail 
stores provided the licensee is not consuming alcohol. The bill 
was cosponsored by 16 other legislators, including state Reps. J. 
Adams, Amstutz, Blair, Combs, Hall, Huffman, Jones, Jordan, 
Maag, McGregor, Sears, Snitchler, Uecker, Wachtmann, Wagner, 
and Zehringer. 

Under current Ohio law, concealed handgun license (CHL) 
holders are prohibited from carrying their handgun into any 
restaurant which has a class D liquor permit and serves liquor 
regardless of whether or not that person is consuming alcohol. 
This means virtually all restaurants other than fast food places or 
diners are off limits. Ohio is one of the few states with such 
severe restrictions, as thirty-nine states, including every state 
surrounding Ohio, have a provision for self defense while dining 
and several more are considering an exception as well. 

Earlier this year, OFCC's Secretary/Treasurer Daniel White 
worked with the OFCC Coordinator committee and drafted a bill 
to address what many licensees in the state consider their major 
problem within existing law. 

"The anti-gun crowd likes to talk about common sense' gun 
laws," said White. "Is it common sense to prohibit licensed 
individuals from being able to protect themselves just because 
they happen to be in a restaurant that serves alcohol? I can have a 
root beer and a cheeseburger at McDonald's while carrying my 
firearm' and it's perfectly legal, but if I go across the street to 
Applebee's and have the same meal I'm committing a felony! 
How is that common sense?" 

The change is very simple, tacking on restaurants to the 
existing exemption for retail stores as found in ORC 2923.121. If 
this bill is enacted, it would still be a felony for a CHL holder to 
consume alcohol in the restaurant. Concealed carry in such 
restaurants would only be legal if the CHL holder is not drinking. 

Ohians for Concealed Carry noted that the bill filing is just 
the first step in a long process, and urged members and 
supporters to contact their legislators early and often to urge them 
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to pass the bill before the legislature takes their summer break. 
The New GUN WEEK, July 1, 2009 

 

Florida sheriff lauds citizens who bear arms 
Duval County, FL, Sheriff John Rutherford probably will not 

be getting a call anytime soon to join the Obama Administration, 
after a remark he made to a reporter for The Jacksonville Daily 
Record. 

According to the newspaper, which was detailing the local 
upward trend in the number of concealed carry permit 
applications, the sheriff is all for the idea of armed citizens 
legally packing guns. 

"People who go about applying for a gun permit aren't the 
ones we normally have problems with," the sheriff stated. "I'm 
glad to see good, law-abiding people carrying guns. Look at the 
times those people are able to stop a violent crime and save 
themselves." 

From July 1, 2008 through April 30 of this year, Duval 
County had issued 4,263 new permits, and renewed another 2,500 
carry permits. That was the fifth highest number in the state 
behind Dade with 13,357; Broward at 11,813; Palm Beach with 
9,648 and Hillsborough with 6,873. 

The newspaper also quoted Marion Hammer, past president 
of the National Rifle Association and executive director of the 
Unified Sportsmen of Florida. 

"When (President Obama) was elected," she stated, "his gun 
banning ways and contempt for the Second Amendment started 
driving an increase (in permit applications)." 

She predicted the nomination of antigun Judge Sonia 
Sotomayor to a spot on the Supreme Court will cause another 
spike in the number of applications for carry permits. The New GUN 

WEEK, July 1, 2009 
 

Seattle police arrest man who asked on-line to kill 
Okay all of you Internet junkies, pay attention to the story out 

of Seattle, WA, about Shawn T. Skelton, and let this be a lesson. 
Seems the 24-year-old Skelton advertised on-line his "strange 

desire" to meet a woman for sex, and then kill her. It was 
Skelton's bad luck that a Seattle Police vice detective responded 
to the classified ad, and set up a meeting. When the Kent resident 
showed up at a motel where his little misadventure was supposed 
to unfold, instead of a victim, he met a herd of cops with no sense 
of humor. 

The detective traded at least 30 e-mails with the suspect, 
according to a Seattle police spokesman, and the exchanges went 
from odd to just plain weird. From the initial advertisement, it 
seems Skelton went from looking only for a woman who wanted 
to be killed, to suggesting he would kill someone who was an 
"unwitting participant," to ultimately saying that he wanted to be 
paid for the dastardly deed, and he doubled his initial price. 

Cops carted Skelton downtown for a lengthy chat, after which 
he was booked into the King County Jail for investigation of 
attempted murder. The New GUN WEEK, July 1, 2009 

 

USSA News Alerts: 
U.S. Sportsmen's Alliance 

07/09/2009 

PETA Attempted to Block Wisconsin Families Afield Bill 

(Click Here For More) 
As the long fight over the passage of the Families Afield 
apprentice hunter bill in Wisconsin in now in the governor’s 
hands, PETA continues its attempt to block the legislation. 

Bill Introduced in U.S. Senate to Allow Polar Bear Imports 

(Click Here For More) 
A bill introduced in the U.S. Senate would allow the import of 
polar bears already taken by hunters. 

07/01/2009 

Fight to Defend Hunting in Wildlife Refuges (Click Here For 

More) 
The battle to defend hunting rights on National Wildlife Refuge 
Sportsmen’s Alliance Foundation is filing a response to anti-
hunters in an ongoing lawsuit that seeks to block hunting in over 
fifty areas of federal land within the NWR. 

President Obama’s Appointment of  Regulatory Czar 

Blocked (Click Here For More) 
Harvard Law Professor suggested allowing animals to sue and 

favors banning hunting 
U.S. Senator Saxby Chambliss (R- GA) has temporarily blocked 
a key appointee for President Obama that would have extensive 
authority over federal regulations. 

Powerful Congressman to Keynote HSUS Conference (Click 

Here For More) 
The Humane Society of the United States (HSUS) knows how to 
pull out all the stops when it comes to flexing their legislative 
muscles.  The nation’s leading animal rights group announced 
that the powerful Chairman of the House Judiciary Committee 
will be the group’s keynote speaker at its “Taking Action for 
Animals” conference at the end of July. 

PETA Wants to Use Michael Jackson Tune to Help Rodents 

(Click Here For More) 
PETA is truly going to the rats!  In an attempt to cash in on the 
recent death of megastar singer Michael Jackson, PETA is asking 
to use one of his songs in an effort to raise awareness about the 
plight of rodents. 

06/25/2009 

Sportsmen Beware: HSUS Looking to Educate Future Anti’s 

(Click Here For More) 
Nation’s Leading Anti Group Establishes a “Humane Society 

University” 
The world of Higher Education may never be the same.  The 
Humane Society of the United States (HSUS) now has plans to 
educate the next generation of anti-hunting, animal rights 
activists. 

PETA: The Revolution Lives… “Che” Style (Click Here For 

More) 
Group Also Criticizes President Over a Fly 
PETA wants to “Start a Vegetarian Revolution” and who better to 
kick start this revolution than the granddaughter of the world’s 
most famous communist revolutionary- Che Guevara? 

Montana Trappers Under Fire (Click Here For More) 
Anti-Trapping Group Pushing 2010 Ballot Issue to Outlaw 

Trapping on Public Land 
Montana trappers are gearing up for a fight in the wake of efforts 
by an anti-trapping group to eliminate trapping on public land in 
the state. 
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CCRKBA --NEWS RELEASE 
‘RASMUSSEN POLL CONFIRMS AMERICANS 

FEAR OBAMA GUN CONTROL AGENDA’ -- 

CCRKBA 

07/02/2009 BELLEVUE, WA – A new Rasmussen 

poll reveals that 57 percent of American citizens believe 
gun sales are up over the past several months because of 
widespread fears that the government will tighten 
restrictions on gun ownership. 

“The poll results confirm what we’ve been saying,” 
noted Alan Gottlieb, chairman of the Citizens Committee 
for the Right to Keep and Bear Arms. “American citizens 
are fearful that the Obama administration and a Democrat-
controlled Congress will pass new laws to further erode 
the individual right to own firearms. This concern was 
further enhanced by yesterday’s ruling in Minnesota that 
far left anti-gunner Al Franken should be seated as a U.S. 
Senator representing that state, giving Democrats a 60-
member majority.” 

The Rasmussen telephone survey found that only 23 
percent of the respondents believe gun sales have risen due 
to concerns about rising crime. Twenty-one percent are not 
sure. The poll also revealed that 63 percent of male 
Americans and 51 percent of women believe gun sales are 
linked to concerns about new gun control schemes. 
Another finding is that 65 percent of Republicans and 66 
percent of those not affiliated with either major political 
party think booming gun sales are connected to fears about 
increased government restrictions. 

“Americans realize that despite all of the campaign 
rhetoric, Barack Obama and Congressional Democrats led 
by House Speaker Nancy Pelosi are waiting for the right 
moment to spring new gun control measures,” Gottlieb 
stated. “There is little doubt they would like to renew the 
ban on semiautomatic sport-utility rifles, place limits on 
the number of firearms someone may purchase, and maybe 
institute some kind of licensing and registration scheme, as 
Pelosi hinted during an appearance on ABC’s Good 
Morning America. Wherever these measures have been 
tried on the local level, they have invariably failed to 
prevent or reduce violent crime. The Clinton gun ban 
failed. One-gun-a-month schemes have failed. 

“How many times do you have to fail at something 
before you reach the inescapable conclusion that your plan 
isn’t going to work,” he questioned. “The Rasmussen poll 
affirms that Americans are waking up to the Obama-Pelosi 
agenda, and they are stocking up for what they think is an 
inevitable attack on gun rights.” 

 

LAUTENBERG LEGISLATION CLOAKS GUN 

BAN AGENDA AS ANTI-TERROR TOOL 

06/22/2009 BELLEVUE, WA – Legislation 

introduced today by veteran anti-gun New Jersey Senator 
Frank Lautenberg is designed to expand his gun 
prohibition agenda under the cloak of national security, the 
Citizens Committee for the Right to Keep and Bear Arms 
said. 

Sen. Lautenberg’s new “Denying Firearms and 

Explosives to Dangerous Terrorists Act of 2009” would 
place unprecedented authority in the hands of the Attorney 
General to deny someone their Second Amendment rights 
without having been convicted, or even charged, with any 
crime. Instead, under this legislation, someone whose 
name is added – for whatever reason – to a terrorist watch 
list can suddenly find himself or herself prohibited from 
exercising their constitutionally-protected rights based on 
nothing more than suspicion. 

“Frank Lautenberg has devoted his entire political 

career to stripping as many citizens as possible of their 

firearm civil rights,” noted CCRKBA Chairman Alan 
Gottlieb. “His motivation appears to be a Government 
Accountability Office report that asserts 963 cases of 
known or suspected terrorists trying to buy firearms over a 
five-year period from 2004 through February of this year. 
However, in 90 percent of those cases, the purchases were 
allowed after the buyer cleared an FBI instant background 
check.  

“Lautenberg calls this the ‘terror loophole’,” he added, 
“yet neither he, nor anyone else, can adequately explain 
how someone gets their name on a so-called ‘terrorist 
watch list,’ and there appears to be no way to get one’s 
name off such a list once it is there. 

“In Lautenberg’s world view,” Gottlieb observed, “any 

American citizen interested in owning a gun is a 

potential terrorist. Would he add all of our names to 
such a watch list, thus stripping us of our Second 
Amendment rights, without first being charged, prosecuted 

and convicted of some crime? Probably he would. 
“In 2007,” Gottlieb recalled, “Lautenberg lamented that 

a similar bill went nowhere. He claimed it was blocked 
because too many of his colleagues ‘knuckled under to the 

gun lobby.’ Better that Congress protect gun owners’ 

civil rights than be browbeaten by a knucklehead.” 

 
*************************************************** 

NSSF Bullet Points --  07-06-2009 

• NEW YORK TIMES ERRS ON GUNS AND MEXICO 

. . . With its recent editorial "Death and American Guns in 
Mexico," The New York Times misinformed its readers 
about a host of topics: federally licensed firearm retailers, 
the guns they sell, Mexican gun violence and the tracing of 
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guns used in Mexican drug crimes. Read more in NSSF's 
blog, Aiming for Accuracy. 

• POLL: FEAR OF MORE GUN CONTROL DRIVING 

GUN SALES . . . A new Rasmussen poll reveals that 57 
percent of Americans believe gun sales have risen because 
of fears the government will move to restrict gun rights. 
According to Rasmussen, 71 percent of Americans believe 
it is at least somewhat likely that President Obama will seek 
tougher gun-control laws, including 43 percent who say it is 
very likely. 

• LAWSUIT AGAINST BUSHMASTER DISMISSED . . . 

A lawsuit filed against Bushmaster (Charlot et. al. v. 
Bushmaster Firearms, Inc.) arising out of the 2002 
Washington, D.C., area sniper shootings has been dismissed 
by the federal district court based on the Protection of 
Lawful Commerce in Arms Act. It remains to be seen 
whether the plaintiffs will appeal to the federal appellate 
court (U.S. Circuit Court for the District of Columbia). 

• NSSF FILES SUPREME COURT BRIEF . . . NSSF filed 
a friend-of-the court brief in support of the NRA's petition 
before the Supreme Court of the Unites States in the case of 
National Rifle Association of America Inc., et. al v. City of 
Chicago, Illinois, et. al., which asks the Supreme Court to 
rule that the Second Amendment is a fundamental right and 
applies to the states, not just the federal government. The 
NSSF brief traces our nation's hunting, shooting sports and 
firearms freedoms, including the use of firearms for self 
defense, going back to the founding of our nation. Last 
month, a federal appellate court upheld Chicago's draconian 
gun ban, leaving for the Supreme Court to resolve the 
question left open in last year's Heller decision: whether the 
individual right the Supreme Court said in Heller the 
Second Amendment enshrines and protects is a fundamental 
right that also applies to the states. 

• ANTI-GUN GROUP AHSA ENDORSES 

SOTOMAYOR . . . The American Hunters and Shooters 
Association (AHSA) -- a well known anti-gun group that 
attempts to position themselves as pro-gun -- has endorsed 
the nomination of Judge Sonia Sotomayor for Supreme 
Court Justice. While AHSA sees nothing wrong with the 
SCOTUS nominee, Sens. Orrin Hatch (R-UT) and John 
Cornyn (R-TX), two stalwart defenders of firearms rights, 
disagree. 

• URBAN LEGENDS ABOUND . . . It seems more and 
more that urban legends about new gun-control bills are 
beginning to surface. The latest fallacy to cause concern is a 
bill, "SB 2099," that would allegedly require gun owners to 
list their firearms on their tax documents (and pay upward 
of $50 per gun owned). NSSF wishes to be perfectly clear 
on this matter: There is no such bill. 

• Hunting & Conservation 

• BILLS WOULD PROTECT HUNTING ON FEDERAL 

LANDS . . . Companion bills that would protect the rights 
of sportsmen to hunt on federal lands and recognize 
hunting's importance to conservation have been introduced 
in Congress. The Hunting Heritage Protection Act, made up 
of Senate Bill 1348 and H.R. 3046, requires that federal 
land be managed in a way that supports, promotes and 

enhances access for hunting, and protects hunting in 
additional ways. NSSF has signed onto a letter of support 
for the legislation. 

• JOHNNY DEPP SAYS HE'LL INTRODUCE HIS 

CHILDREN TO SHOOTING . . . Actor Johnny Depp, 
star of movies such as "Pirates of the Caribbean," says he 
grew up plinking, starting at about age six in his native 
Kentucky. He would like to pass along the interest in 
shooting to his 10-year-old daughter and seven-year-old 
son, reports the Indo-Asian News Service. "I will most 
certainly take my kids out for target practice," Depp said. 

 
*************************************************** 
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NRA's Past President Strikes Again! -- Urges 

Senators "not to confirm Judge Sotomayor" 

Wednesday, July 8, 2009 

Last week we told you how NRA's Past 

President Sandy Froman was calling on all NRA 
members to vigorously oppose the nomination of Judge 
Sotomayor to the Supreme Court. She did this in response 
to the "wait and see" approach that the NRA's upper 
management has taken in regard to the Sotomayor 
nomination -- an approach that may well allow her to 
wiggle through and be confirmed. 

Yesterday, Sandy Froman struck again. But this time 
she was joined with another past president of the NRA and 
several current Board members, as well. 

"Judge Sotomayor's record on the Second Amendment 
causes us grave concern over her treatment of this 
enumerated right [to keep and bear arms]," the coalition 
stated. 

"As Second Amendment leaders deeply concerned 
about preserving all fundamental rights for current and 
future generations of Americans, we strongly oppose this 
nominee, and urge the Senate not to confirm Judge 
Sotomayor." 

In related news, the NRA sent a letter yesterday to the 
Senate Judiciary committee expressing "very serious 
concerns" over the Sotomayor nomination, but said that the 
leadership "has not announced an official position" out of 
respect for the confirmation process. The letter indicated 
the NRA's management would be watching the upcoming 
hearings very carefully. 

One of the concerns about the hearing process, 
however, is that Sotomayor will act exactly the same way 
Obama has. You will remember that Obama tried to play 
himself off as a supporter of gun rights during the 
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presidential campaign, but then once he took office, began 
showing his true colors. 

Obama has nominated far-left gun banners to key 
positions of power -- including Attorney General Eric 
Holder, State Department counsel Harold Koh and Judge 
Sonia Sotomayor. 

It's not uncommon to see politicians tout the Bill of 
Rights when trying to get elected or confirmed, but then 
act like a modern day Benedict Arnold once they are safely 
entrenched. 

If Judge Sotomayor is anything like the man who 
nominated her, she will tell Senators what they want to 
hear during the Senate proceedings, but then stab us in the 
back once she has secured a lifetime appointment to the 
bench. 

Folks, this is a huge battle. And that's why it's 
important to have every single gun organization firing all 

of its political ammunition. This is a battle that we can 

win. So even though we already asked you to contact the 
NRA's management last week, it is imperative that they 
hear from you again. 

ACTION: Please urge the NRA's upper management to 

tell Senators that a vote to confirm Judge Sotomayor is 

an anti-gun vote. You can use the text message below -- 
addressed to NRA Executive Vice President Wayne 
LaPierre and NRA Executive Director Chris Cox -- to help 
direct your comments to the NRA. 

 

CONTACT INFO for the NRA: 

Phone- (800) 392-8683 – Webform-- 
https://secure.nraila.org/Contact.aspx 

----- Pre-written comments ----- 

Dear Mr. LaPierre and Mr. Cox: 
I was so excited to see that past NRA President Sandy 

Froman -- in coalition with several other past and present 
NRA leaders -- came out in opposition the nomination of 
Judge Sotomayor. 

In a letter dated July 7, the coalition stated that "we 
strongly oppose this nominee, and urge the Senate not to 
confirm Judge Sotomayor." 

This is Froman's second communication in this regard, 
as she stepped up to the plate on June 24 with a call to 
arms for all NRA members to vigorously oppose the 
Sotomayor nomination. 

"Gun owners, and especially the members of the 
National Rifle Association," Froman said, "must 
aggressively oppose Judge Sotomayor's confirmation to the 
Supreme Court." 

I couldn't agree more with Mrs. Froman. 
I hope that the NRA will officially tell Senators now -- 

and not wait until after the hearings -- that a vote to 

confirm Judge Sotomayor is an anti-gun vote. Please let me 
know what you intend to do. 

Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 

 

GOA Applauds Call to Action on Judge Sotomayor 

from NRA's Past President 

Monday, June 29, 2009 
Gun Owners of America applauds immediate past 

NRA President Sandy Froman, who stepped up to the 
plate last week with a call to arms for all NRA members to 
vigorously oppose the nomination of Judge Sotomayor to 
the Supreme Court. (See the article below). 

GOA has been calling on our members to oppose this 
nomination since it is clear that Sotomayor is anti-Second 
Amendment and wants to legislate from the bench. 

The official position from current NRA leadership is to 
take a "wait and see" approach to the Sotomayor 
nomination which may well allow her to wiggle through 
and be confirmed. 

GOA calls on all pro-gunners across America to urge 
NRA leadership to join in this critical fight to protect the 

Constitution – and especially our gun rights. -- GOA Vice-

Chairman Tim Macy 

---------------------------------------- 

NRA Members Must Oppose Sotomayor 

 by Sandy Froman 

Wednesday, June 24, 2009 
Judge Sonia Sotomayor, President Barack Obama's 

first nominee to the U.S. Supreme Court, has a narrow 
view of the Second Amendment that contradicts the 
Court's landmark decision in District of Columbia v. 
Heller.  A heated debate has started in the U.S. Senate over 
her opposition to the right to keep and bear arms. This 
issue, which has decided the fate of presidential elections, 
could also decide her nomination. Gun owners, and 
especially the members of the National Rifle Association, 
must aggressively oppose Judge Sotomayor's confirmation 
to the Supreme Court. 

On June 24, senators began speaking on the floor of the 
Senate expressing grave concerns over Judge Sotomayor's 
Second Amendment record. Senator Jeff Sessions R-AL, 
the Ranking Member of the Senate Judiciary Committee, 
pointed out that although her record on the issue is "fairly 
scant," she has twice stated that the Second Amendment is 
not a fundamental right.  Senator Sessions also noted that 
in Second Amendment and other constitutional cases, 
Sotomayor's analysis of important constitutional issues has 
been lacking suggesting "a troubling tendency to avoid or 
casually dismiss difficult Constitutional issues of 
exceptional importance."  Sotomayor's view on the Second 
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Amendment clearly reflects an extreme anti-gun 
philosophy, and some Democrat senators from pro-gun 
states are justifiably nervous. 

Last year, the Supreme Court held in Heller that the 
Second Amendment guarantees the right of individual 
Americans to keep and bear firearms. 

But that ruling was a fiercely-contested, 5-4 split 
decision. Justice Kennedy joined the four conservatives on 
the Court to make the majority, with the four liberal 
justices writing passionate dissents about how the Second 
Amendment does not apply to private citizens. 

Bluntly speaking, the Second Amendment survived by a 
single vote. Had one justice voted differently, the Second 
Amendment would have been erased from the Bill of 
Rights forever. Today in the Supreme Court, the right to 
bear arms hangs by a single vote. 

The next question the Supreme Court will decide is 
whether the Second Amendment is a "fundamental right" 
that applies to cities and states, thus preventing them from 
restricting gun rights.  Even the liberal Ninth Circuit Court 
of Appeals held earlier this year in Nordyke v. King that 
the Second Amendment is a fundamental right, yet Judge 
Sotomayor disagrees. 

When Barack Obama nominated Sonia Sotomayor to 
the Supreme Court, it belied his flowery rhetoric about 
respecting our constitutional gun rights. Out of almost 200 
federal appeals judges in this country, Judge Sotomayor is 
one of only six to weigh in (after the Heller case) to hold 
that the Second Amendment only limits federal actions. If 
your state or city chooses to ban all guns or take away the 
ones that you already have in your home for hunting and 
self-defense, Sonia Sotomayor says the Constitution can't 
help you. 

This position becomes all the more radical when it's 
revealed how she reached this conclusion. Only six judges 
have denied gun rights against the states. Of these, three 
did so in a recent Seventh Circuit case, NRA v. Chicago, 
writing a detailed opinion that the Second Amendment 
doesn't apply to the states because they thought an old 
1800s Supreme Court case tied their hands on the issue, 
and they commended the case up to the Supreme Court 
after long and scholarly consideration. Judge Sotomayor 
and two of her liberal colleagues, however, wrote only a 
single paragraph on the whole issue when deciding their 
own New York case, Maloney v. Cuomo. In one 
paragraph, she said the Second Amendment gives people 
no rights at all when it comes to state or city laws. She 
gave no explanation, and made no call for Supreme Court 
action. 

Then we find that this has been a consistent belief for 
Sotomayor. In a case before her in 2004, she and her 
colleagues concluded that there is no fundamental right in 
the Second Amendment but provided no substantive 

analysis to justify this conclusion. Throughout her career, 
Judge Sotomayor's record is one of consistent opposition 
to the private ownership of firearms. 

America has almost 90 million gun owners who value 
their rights. And of these, no one does more to protect the 
Second Amendment than the four million members of the 
National Rifle Association. 

 I served as an officer of the NRA for nine years, 
including a two-year term as president. I saw NRA 
members turn the tide on Election Day 2000 to defeat Al 
Gore. We fought again to help defeat John Kerry in 2004. 
We can do the same with Sonia Sotomayor, if we call our 
U.S. Senators and tell them to vote against this anti-gun 
judge. No fewer than fourteen Democrat senators have 
solid records on the Second Amendment, and we must 
urge them to oppose this nominee. 

Next year, the Supreme Court is likely to take up NRA 
v. Chicago, which will decide whether the Second 
Amendment applies to states and cities like it does the 
federal government. This case is as important as Heller, 
and will massively impact gun rights forever. 

We already know where Judge Sotomayor stands. It's 
time to tell the Senate, "Vote No! on Sonia Sotomayor." 

 

Eight Republicans Help Confirm a Hard-Core 

Gun Banner -- And how to keep Senators from 

"spinning" their support for gun control 

"Too much work [was] left undone. After a few 
sleepless nights, I wrote for myself a list of issues on 
which I needed to do more in the years ahead. One of 
those issues was global regulation of small arms." -- 
Harold Hongju Koh (2001) 
 

Friday, June 26, 2009 

Imagine that.  The Senate confirmed this week, by a 
vote of 62-35, a gun banner who stays up at night thinking 
of ways to impose more gun control upon American 
citizens. 

Harold Koh is that gun grabber, and he was 
confirmed yesterday to be the Legal Adviser at the State 
Department. 

On Wednesday, Senate Republicans attempted to kill 
the Koh nomination with a filibuster -- until eight of them 
crossed the aisle to help Democrats confirm Koh. 

The back-stabbing Senators are:  Lamar Alexander 

(R-TN), Susan Collins (R-ME), Judd Gregg (R-NH), 

Orrin Hatch (R-UT), Richard Lugar (R-IN), Mel 

Martinez (R-FL), Olympia Snowe (R-ME) and George 

Voinovich (R-OH). 
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Once the filibuster was thwarted, Koh's nomination 
passed easily.  The vote on final passage can be viewed at: 
http://tinyurl.com/m4m2f5 

Koh is eager to assume his post at the State 
Department, having lamented that there is only so much 
that can be done from the outside to push gun control 
treaties, and that ultimately we need people like him in 
positions of power.  The chief lawyer for the State 
Department is just the position someone like him needs to 
push more gun control through international treaties. 

GOA will continue watching for any attempt by the 
Obama administration to foist an international gun control 
treaty upon the citizens of the U.S. 

Please stay tuned. 
 

News links  
09-07-02  Million rounds of ammo seized in Red Deer 

   A southern Alberta man has been released on bail after the 
RCMP seized more than 100 firearms and one million rounds of 
ammunition at a building in downtown Red Deer. 
   The Red Deer RCMP found the arsenal Tuesday while 
responding to a complaint about a man making threats at a 
building in the 5200 block of Gaetz Avenue. 
   Officers arrested the man alleged to have made indirect threats 
using guns. They seized seven registered firearms during their 
initial investigation and then saw several other weapons and 
ammunition in the building. 
   When they returned with a search warrant later that night, they 
found more than 100 guns, including rifles, pistols, shotguns and 
antique guns, along with between 500,000 and 1 million rounds 
of live ammunition. 
  They also found some marijuana, police said. 
   David Elliott, 46, was charged with uttering threats, possession 
of marijuana and unsafe storage of firearms. He was released on 
$10,000 cash bail and is scheduled to appear in Red Deer 
Provincial Court on July 23. 
  Investigators are still trying to determine who owned the guns. 
http://www.cbc.ca/canada/edmonton/story/2009/07/02/rcmp-
seized-ammunition-red-deer.html 

 

09-07-02  Brookville locks down hospital after weapons scare 

   BROOKVILLE — An accident along Route 36 and a person’s 
overreaction led to the momentary lockdown of Brookville 
Hospital Tuesday. County Control reported a man, angered by 
the accident, was carrying a gun and traveling toward the hospital 
around 4 p.m.  
   The hospital quickly went on lockdown and remained that way 
for roughly 15 minutes, according to hospital President/CEO 
John S. Sutika. 
   The accident occurred on Route 36 about a half-mile north of 
the borough, which is the jurisdiction of Pennsylvania State 
Police, according to Brookville Police Chief Ken Dworek.   
   State police were not able to respond due to a shift change, but 
emergency response crews from Sigel and Pine Creek arrived on 
the scene. 
   The first responders reported that there was a man at the traffic 

scene who had a gun, and that the man was the fiance of a woman 
involved in the crash.  
    Brookville Borough Police responded to assist, and County 
Control announced that the ambulance was en route to the 
hospital, with the armed man following. 
    At that time, the hospital was put on lockdown. Sutika said that 
the procedure went smoothly, and that all staff performed very 
well. 
  Dworek followed the vehicle through heavy rain, and Brookville 
Officer Vince Markle went to the hospital and waited for the man 
to arrive. 
   When the ambulance arrived, the man, still following, pulled to 
the left. The officers approached the man with guns drawn and 
found three firearms.   
   According to Dworek, all weapons were legal and registered, 
and the man was licensed to carry them. 
   “The man was very cooperative and made no threat to the 
hospital at any time,” Dworek said. “The situation was very well-
handled. We were assisted by the sheriff.  The guy just wasn’t a 
threat. He was upset that his fiance was in an accident, and maybe 
he overreacted.” 
http://www.punxsutawneyspirit.com/content/view/188071/ 
 

09-07-02  Unloaded rifle on TV triggers controversy 

  OTSU, Shiga Prefecture--Given this nation's strict gun control 
law, were police overreacting when they swooped on a TV 
broadcaster that had allowed a celebrity to handle a hunting rifle 
during a live broadcast?  
  The Shiga prefectural police insist they were perfectly within 
their rights, but TV networks are outraged, citing the fact the 
weapon was not loaded.  
   The incident stems from a show aired Jan. 17 by Biwako 
Broadcasting Co. Almost four months later, police mounted a 
search of the premises and confiscated a dozen items, including a 
script and a DVD of the show.  
   Critics accuse the police of being overzealous and question 
their motives, but law enforcement officials remain unrepentant.  
   Shiga prefectural police regard the incident, in which a hunter 
with a gun permit allowed TV personality Noburo Harada, 57, to 
momentarily handle the rifle during the show, as a serious breach 
of a law concerning the storage and management of firearms.  
   So much so, in fact, that on June 12, the prefectural police 
referred the case to prosecutors. As a result, the hunter, aged 49, 
along with a 60-year-old TV producer and a 37-year-old director 
of the show, could face charges of violating the swords and 
firearms control law.  
   Police did not pursue a case against Harada even though he 
briefly handled the weapon. Police argued that he did not actually 
"possess" the rifle because the hunter handed it to him in an 
unscripted moment during the broadcast.  
   Police justified their search on grounds that they needed to 
determine if the law concerning the storage and management of 
firearms had been broken.  
  The show, called "Tokimeki Shiga'S," is broadcast one Saturday 
a month. In the show, Harada visits various locations in the 
prefecture as a travel guide.  
   The program in question was set in Yogo, where Harada and 
other cast members were served a pot of wild boar meat. The 
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hunter who had killed the boar appeared in the scene. He offered 
the unloaded weapon to Harada and asked,"Do you want to hold 
it?"  
  Harada held the rifle and commented, "It's heavy, isn't it?" 
adding, "Not everybody has a chance to hold it, right?"  
  He held the firearm for six seconds and then gave it back.  
   Biwako Broadcasting says the scene in which the hunter handed 
over the rifle was not in the script and was improvised.  
   The TV crew decided to display the rifle on the show after the 
hunter told the director he had no problem with the idea at a 
preliminary meeting.  
  The prefectural police began their investigation after a 
complaint by a viewer.  
   The intervention by the police flabbergasted Harada and 
employees of other TV stations.  
  "I never could have imagined anything like this," Harada, a 
former member of the male comedy duo Anonenone, told 
reporters after he was questioned by police on June 2. "I was 
stunned."  
   Akihiko Ito, head of the TV station's programming department, 
said the station would cooperate with police, but defended 
Harada's actions.  
  "We consulted our lawyers, and it is hard to believe that 
touching a rifle for about six seconds is equivalent to possessing 
it," he said.  
   A spokesperson with a TV station based in Osaka sharply 
criticized police.  
   "They should have at least asked (Biwako Broadcasting) to 
cooperate voluntarily," a spokesperson said. "From a common 
sense standpoint, we cannot even comprehend what the police 
were thinking."  
  An employee at another TV station was also critical.  
  "If we, for example, were to produce a program about a knife 
shop and an actor picked up a large knife, would the police 
investigate us, too?" the employee asked. "Such an overreaction 
would be intimidating toward people trying to do their jobs. This 
would ultimately undermine viewer interest in programming."  
   But police say they don't understand what all the fuss is about. 
They say the media has, by focusing on the celebrity angle, 
blurred the facts in the case.  
   A senior official with the Shiga prefectural police said the real 
issue is not that Harada briefly held the rifle, but whether 
bringing the rifle to the live broadcast was appropriate in terms of 
"storage and management."  
   An explanation for the police tactics may lie in the revised gun 
control law, which took effect in January.  
   The law was tightened after a 37-year-old man in Sasebo, 
Nagasaki Prefecture, shot and killed two people and wounded six 
in December 2007. The man, known for erratic behavior, 
committed suicide after the shooting.  
   The incident called into question whether existing regulations 
regarding gun permits and firearm storage were adequate.  
    "I believe the hunter who handed the rifle to the actor and the 
TV crew lacked an awareness of the firearm's potential danger," 
another police official said.  
    According to the National Police Agency, police can file a case 
against anybody if he or she, with criminal intent to kill or injure 
people, possesses a weapon for even a second.  

  A case can be built based not on the length of time of 
possession, but on the purpose of possession, the presence of 
criminal intent and whether the suspect tricked or maneuvered the 
gun owner.  
   The Shiga prefectural police justify the raid on the grounds that 
they had to find out how it was possible to bring a gun to the 
show.  
   By transporting the gun to the show, the hunter may have 
violated the rules under which he was granted a gun permit, 
police asserted.  
   They defended questioning Harada and the crew as crucial to 
ferreting out the real issue--did those involved in the program 
improperly store and manage the weapon?  
   Takaaki Hattori, professor of media law at Rikkyo University in 
Tokyo, says that police went too far.  
   "The way the police conducted their investigation is not 
convincing. I sense they were trying to use the media to sell the 
public on the revised gun control law," he said. "They should 
have been more cautious about the exercise of power by public 
authorities."  
  But he also said the broadcaster could have been more prudent.  
  "The TV station should consider whether it was absolutely 
necessary to use a gun in making the show. The gun owner may 
have been primarily responsible, but the broadcaster is also to 
blame for lacking awareness of the law."  
   Takaaki Matsumiya, professor of criminal law at Ritsumeikan 
University School of Law in Kyoto, disagrees that the TV station 
or the hunter were in any way culpable and lays the blame on the 
authorities.  
   Citing a precedent set by the Tokyo High Court in June 1967, 
he said: "The high court decided that the act of touching a 
handgun for dozens of seconds by a man brokering the sale of a 
handgun during the transfer did not constitute 'possession,'" he 
said. "There have been no precedents to alter that interpretation. 
Harada did not 'possess' it (during the show)."  
  Matsumiya also defended the hunter who brought the rifle to the 
set.  
   "When the precedent concludes that a person 'has no legitimate 
reason' for bearing and carrying a firearm, it assumes that he or 
she was going to do harm or ran a risk of doing harm," he said. 
"It is obvious that was not the case under these 
circumstances."(IHT/Asahi: July 2,2009)  
http://www.asahi.com/english/Herald-
asahi/TKY200907020073.html 
 

09-07-02  Invigorate interest in outdoor sports by passing on 

tradition to youths 

    Delaware hunting license sales have declined nearly 30 percent 
since 1982, and the number of licensed hunters throughout the 
United States is following a similar trend. 
     One of the main reasons for declining numbers of hunters -- 
and participants in outdoors sports -- is that fewer young people 
are being introduced to hunting, fishing and shooting sports. 
   With that in mind, Wildlife Habitat Inc., with support from the 
National Rifle Association, the National Wild Turkey Federation, 
the Delaware 4-H Shooting Sports Program, and other local 
sporting organizations, hosted its annual Melvin Rust's Kids Day 
& NRA Shooting Sports Fest Camp last Sunday. 
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   The camp, held at Lake Melvin in Dagsboro, provided an 
alcohol-free, family-oriented event where nearly 400 families 
received instruction and hands-on experience in freshwater 
fishing, archery, rifle shooting and shotgun shooting. 
  Wildlife Habitat Inc., created as an organization devoted to 
wildlife conservation, worked with William Crewe and camp 
owner Melvin Rust to establish Melvin Rust's Kids Day nearly 15 
years ago. 
   "It's nice because I know a lot of kids ... got nowhere to go," 
said Rust, who lives in Dagsboro. "They get a day out to go 
fishing. [The camp] keeps them out of trouble, and they learn a 
lot because today there's so much stuff out here that kids get 
[into] drugs and all that mess. It's terrible." 
    Staffed by volunteers, the event's main goal is to safely 
introduce children to the shooting sports, but not necessarily 
hunting. 
   "We look at it as a training session," volunteer Alan Joseph of 
Bridgeville said. "We're not trying to make professional shooters 
and professional hunters. We don't even care if a kid hunts. Our 
goal is to show that you can have fun with firearms without 
injuring something. The goal really is to get families together in 
the shooting sports." 
   While many view shooting, fishing, and hunting as male sports, 
according to the National Shooting Sports Foundation, there are 
more than three million female hunters in the United States. 
  Dominique Henson, 11, of Seaford enjoyed her introduction to 
archery at Melvin Rust's Kids Day. 
  "It's fun," she said. "It's going to take me far if I ever need to 
know about shooting my own food." 
  Jillian Campanella, a 10-year-old from Wilmington, said she 
enjoyed trying archery. 
   "I learned how to handle guns and bows and arrows safely, and 
I saw a lot of other kids who liked fishing and shooting, too," she 
said. "My favorite thing was learning to shoot the bow and arrow. 
I turned back around and went up to shoot several times. Now I 
told my dad I want to buy my own bow and arrow and practice 
with him." 
   Using Melvin Rust's Kids Day as an example, we should all 
move to preserve and pass on the tradition of shooting, hunting, 
and fishing to interested children. 
http://www.delawareonline.com/article/20090702/SPORTS11/90
7020346/1002/SPORTS 
 

09-07-02  Johnny Depp wants to teach his kids to handle guns 

   London, July 02(ANI): Johnny Depp is keen on teaching his 
children to handle guns. 
   The 'Pirates of the Caribbean' star, who learnt shooting at the 
age of six in Kentucky where he grew up, wants to pass on his 
experience to his kids. 
   "We would just go out and line up a bunch of cans and shoot 
with rifles, handguns and at times, submachine guns," the Daily 
Star quoted him as saying. 
   "When I was a kid it was a controlled atmosphere, we weren't 
shooting at humans - we were shooting at cans and bottles 
mostly. I will most certainly take my kids out for target practice," 
he added. 
   The Hollywood biggie has two children with his long-term 
partner Vanessa Paradis - Lily-Rose, 10, and Jack, seven. (ANI) 

http://in.news.yahoo.com/139/20090702/906/ten-johnny-depp-
wants-to-teach-his-kids.html 
 

09-07-02  Shots fired at 22-year-old; pair sought 

 DE  Warrants have been issued for the arrest of two men wanted 
for firing a gun at a 22-year-old Newark man. 
   The gunshots narrowly missed the victim they were aiming at, 
said county police spokesman Cpl. Trinidad Navarro. 
  Omar “O” Scott, 22, of the 700 block of Bennett St. in 
Wilmington, and Donald “D- Boots” Hubbard, 20, who lives in 
the Lexington Green Apartments in Bear, are being  sought on 
felony charges of aggravated menacing, reckless endangering, 
possession of a  firearm during a felony, possession of a firearm 
by a person prohibited and conspiracy. 
    Police were called about 7 p.m. Wednesday to the area of 
Derr’s Market, at Lexington Green and Smalley’s Dam Road, to 
investigate several reports of shots being fired. 
But when officers arrived, they found no obvious victims or 
property damage, Navarro said. 
  An investigation revealed that the 22-year-old victim was in a 
confrontation with two men which escalated to one man 
brandishing a handgun. 
   One of the suspects then pointed the gun at the victim and fired 
several shots at him which narrowly missed wounding him. 
    Officers learned that the victim had engaged in a fist fight with 
one of the suspects a day earlier at the Carlton Court Apartments.  
The two men were seen leaving the area in a blue Buick Century, 
Navarro said. 
   Anyone with information on their whereabouts is asked to call 
police at 395-8110 or Delaware Crime Stoppers at (800) TIP-
3333. 
  Citizens can also text NCCPD followed by your tip to: 847411. 
http://www.delawareonline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=2009
90702036 
 

09-07-01  Arrest made in slaying of Pittsburgh pregnant teen 

   PITTSBURGH - Police have made an arrest in the slaying of a 
pregnant woman killed in a barrage of bullets in Pittsburgh. 
   Police say 18-year-old Lamon Street was arrested Wednesday 
when he showed up for a preliminary hearing on another case. He 
is accused of killing 18-year-old Shavaughn Wallace on May 22. 
The student at Indiana University of Pennsylvania was eight 
months pregnant. 
  Street is charged with criminal homicide, criminal homicide of 
unborn, carrying a firearm without a license, and seven counts of 
recklessly endangering another person. 
   It was not immediately clear if Street had a lawyer. 
http://www.philly.com/philly/wires/ap/news/state/pennsylvania/4
9634537.html 
 

09-07-01  Gun fired in Phila. police station  

  SOUTHWEST PHILADELPHIA - July 1, 2009 - (WPVI) -- A 
Philadelphia police sergeant is on administrative duty after a gun 
discharged inside a police station Wednesday morning.  
   It happened around 8:00 a.m. in the 12th district police station 
at 6448 Woodland Avenue in Southwest Philadelphia.  
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   Authorities say Sgt. Robin Himmons was showing a newly 
graduated police officer how to use a gun in the operations room 
when it fired.  
  Nobody was hurt. 
Internal affairs is investigating. 
http://abclocal.go.com/wpvi/story?section=news/local&id=68938
94 

 

09-07-01   Legal Mix-Up: Child Rapist Freed 

Allentown man was supposed to serve two more years 
   A man who raped and beat three little children is back on the 
streets following a legal mix-up. 
William H. Evans, 59, of Allentown was released from state 
prison two years early because the state made a mistake. First 
they told him he'd get out in 2006, but that was wrong. When 
they realized the error, the department of corrections went back 
and told Evans the correct release date was 2011. 
    A judge ruled that Evans constitutional rights were violated 
because the state changed his release date without a hearing or 
written opinion. U.S. District Judge Norma Shapiro ordered his 
release from the state prison in Waymart County. 
    Evans was convicted of beating, molesting and raping two girls 
and a boy in 1982 when they were 3, 5 and 8, according to court 
records. 
    Lehigh County is trying to get the decision overturned but was 
not able to win an argument to keep Evans in prison until the 
legal dispute is put to rest. The Third Circuit Court of Appeals is 
scheduled to hear Lehigh County's appeal this fall, according to 
the district attorney's office. 
   "Although we respect Judge Shapiro's decision, we believe that 
her legal analysis was incorrect, that Mr. Evans' rights had not 
been violated and that he should remain in a state prison until his 
maximum sentence for Lehigh County crimes is served," District 
Attorney Jim Martin told The Morning Call in a statement. 
    Evans committed his crimes against children in two different 
counties. He was convicted by a Lehigh County jury in 1987 and 
sentenced to 55 to 110 years in prison. Evans was also convicted 
by a Northampton County jury, where he received 315 to 638 
years in prison. New trials were ordered by the state Superior 
Court in 1992 when the court said impermissible testimony had 
been used during the first two trials. 
   In Northampton County, Evans pleaded guilty in January 1994 
to three counts of rape. He was sentenced to 10 to 20 years in 
prison. Northampton County District Attorney John Morganelli 
said Evans has served his sentence for the county and the issue 
was only between Evans and Lehigh County according to 
lehighvalleylive.com. 
    In Lehigh County he pleaded no contest to three counts of 
rape. Evans was sentenced in June 1994 to 10 to 20 years to be 
served at the same time as the Northampton County sentence. 
Evans also received a consecutive 20 years of probation. 
http://www.nbcphiladelphia.com/news/local/Admitted-Rapist-
Released-from-Prison.html 
 

09-07-01  ICE, ATF cooperating to reduce gun trafficking  

   ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. — Two federal agencies criticized in 
the past for failing to work together to stop the flow of smuggled 

firearms from the United States to Mexico have agreed to boost 
their cooperation. 
    The U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement and the 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives signed a 
memorandum of understanding Tuesday at the start of a two-day 
summit in Albuquerque to teach law enforcement officials how to 
better combat increasing firearms trafficking. 
    The agreement was signed by John Morton, an assistant 
secretary for ICE and nominee to head the agency, and acting 
ATF director Kenneth Melson. 
   "It will send to all of the agents ... in both ATF and ICE a clear 
and unambiguous direction as to where our agencies are going in 
this fight against gun trafficking," Melson told the summit 
attendees before the signing. 
   Morton said at the summit: "We're not going to fight about 
who's doing what. We're going to work together." 
   Under the agreement, the two agencies will share intelligence, 
solve computer problems to allow for better communication, 
coordinate with each other more and invite agents from both 
agencies to participate in investigations of international firearms 
trafficking and possession of firearms by illegal aliens. 
   ICE and ATF also will create an interagency working group to 
focus on investigating firearm trafficking, he said. 
   "We're not going to be having two independent initiatives; 
we're going to have one coordinated effort to go after firearms 
trafficking and related violence on this side of the border and the 
other side of the border," Morton said. 
   David Ogden, deputy attorney general who is handling the U.S. 
Department of Justice's effort to stop gun trafficking to Mexico, 
said the memorandum will minimize duplication of efforts by the 
agencies and make a better use of resources to bring more cases 
against gun smugglers. 
   Earlier this month, a Government Accountability Office report 
criticized the two agencies for not working together to stop the 
flow of arms to Mexico. 
  The report detailed an ICE agent who unknowingly covertly 
kept watch on the activities of an undercover ATF agent, a lack 
of coordination between the agencies and refusal on both sides to 
provide the required documentation for investigations. 
  "We're going to look at that report in the rearview mirror as just 
a bump in the road," Morton said. 
    Keeping guns out of the hands of the Mexican drug warlords is 
a top priority for the Justice Department and the memorandum 
will provide a united effort going forward, Ogden said. He said 
the agreement had been in the works for several months, before 
the GAO report was released. 
   Last year, Mexican authorities seized more than 12,000 
weapons that were submitted to ATF for tracing. That compares 
with about 2,900 such weapons in 2007 and about 2,650 in 2006. 
Ninety percent of those weapons could be traced back to the 
United States, ATF spokesman Drew Wade said. 
   The U.S. officials said Mexican authorities are becoming more 
aggressive about providing U.S. authorities with information 
about guns used in crimes committed in Mexico. 
    Those reports could increase more in coming months after 
ATF makes a Spanish-language counterpart to the United States' 
"eTrace" Web page to help trace weapons used in crimes. The 
program, which helps track trends in firearms trafficking, will be 
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available to local law enforcement across Mexico starting in 
December. 
   Ogden said ATF has reassigned 100 agents to the Southwest 
and will open five new field offices in Las Cruces; Roswell; 
Brownsville, Texas; Yuma, Ariz.; and El Centro, Calif., to work 
on gun smuggling. 
    The agency also is working with federally licensed firearms 
dealers in the United States to teach them how to recognize 
people buying weapons for criminals who can't legally possess 
guns, Melson said. 
   Morton said in the last few months, ICE has added 110 agents 
along the southwest border and another 100 special agents to 
focus on firearms trafficking and other violent crimes. 
   ICE also will share 25 million records with all federal law 
enforcement agencies to help them stop gun smuggling and other 
crimes, he said. 
   There are signs that the U.S.-Mexico firearms trafficking is not 
just a problem along the border. 
   Melson said as more agents are concentrated in California, 
Arizona and Texas, smugglers will look to the country's interior 
to buy guns. 
  "We're seeing that already and we're going to see it more," he 
said. 
   Earlier this month, ICE, ATF and local authorities in Omaha 
worked to arrest 36 Surenos gang members and seize 69 
weapons, including shotguns, assault rifles and a Barrett .50-
caliber sniper rifle, he said. 
   "The southwest border issue that we're here to talk about today 
is not just along the southwest border, it's a national issue," 
Melson said. 
http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/tx/6505967.html 
  

09-06-30  09/26/08 Why was killer paroled? 

    Gov. Rendell yesterday said he had ordered a review of the 
circumstances leading to the parole of Daniel Giddings, the 
convicted violent criminal who gunned down Officer Patrick 
McDonald only weeks after being released from prison. 
    "We are looking at it to see if it was a bad judgment call," 
Rendell said. 
   Giddings' release outraged Mayor Nutter and Police 
Commissioner Charles H. Ramsey, who have demanded an 
inquiry of the state Board of Probation and Parole. 
    Giddings, 27, was released Aug. 18 from Frackville maximum-
security prison after serving 10 years of a 6- to 12-year sentence 
for robbery and aggravated assault. 
    On Tuesday, Giddings killed the 30-year-old patrolman after a 
traffic stop, firing the fatal shots with an illegal .45-caliber 
semiautomatic as he stood over the prone officer. Police shot and 
killed Giddings as he attempted to flee. 
    District Attorney Lynne M. Abraham yesterday blamed retired 
Common Pleas Court Judge Lynn B. Hamlin, who sentenced 
Giddings to the minimum mandatory sentence in 2000, despite a 
prosecutor's plea that Giddings had amassed an appalling juvenile 
record and seemed likely to reoffend. 
   "The anger and pointing finger should go back to Judge 
Hamlin," Abraham said at a news conference. 
    Hamlin, 62, a former prosecutor who stepped down from the 
bench in 2002, could not be reached yesterday. A woman who 

answered the phone at her Haverford home said Hamlin was out 
of town. 
    More details about Giddings emerged yesterday as officials 
scrambled to explain how someone who was first charged with a 
violent crime at age 10 was able to move in and out of institutions 
most of his life, and was ultimately granted parole. 
   Catherine C. McVey, chairwoman of the state parole board, 
said in a statement yesterday that the board's decision was "based 
on all of the facts before us at that time. " 
   She noted that the board had denied parole to Giddings twice 
previously "based on both the nature of the crimes that he 
committed and due to his poor behavior in the early years in his 
incarceration. " 
  Giddings "had undergone extensive counseling and academic 
instruction" in prison after 2006, she added. 
   McVey declined to answer questions, saying she would have 
more to say after the review ordered by Rendell. But she 
extended the board's sympathies to the families of McDonald and 
Officer Richard Bowes, 36, who was shot and wounded before he 
killed Giddings. 
   "Our thoughts and our prayers are with the families of these 
heroic officers," she said. 
    Bowes is recovering at Temple University Hospital, where he 
was listed in stable condition with a leg wound. McDonald's 
funeral was scheduled for Tuesday. 
   Last night, federal authorities charged a South Carolina man 
with illegally buying the .45-caliber Taurus pistol that Giddings 
used to kill McDonald. Jason Mack, 29, was arrested without 
incident by agents of the federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms and Explosives in Columbia, S.C., said John Hageman, 
bureau spokesman in Philadelphia. 
    Mack, who was accused of lying on a federal form when he 
bought the gun from a dealer, was being held in Columbia 
pending an arraignment. Federal agents said their investigation 
into how the pistol got from South Carolina into Giddings' hands 
was continuing. 
    Giddings' criminal history and his record as an inmate are 
undergoing intensive reexamination. 
    Susan McNaughton, spokeswoman for the Pennsylvania 
Department of Corrections, said Giddings was bounced from 
Rockview to Albion - two medium-security facilities - before 
landing at maximum-security Frackville. 
    She said Giddings was found guilty of 13 misconduct charges 
between 2001 and 2006, including stealing from cellmates, 
assault, passing sharpened metal objects to another inmate, and 
other offenses. 
    As punishment, Giddings served 498 days in restricted housing 
- a jail within a jail sometimes called "the hole" or solitary, she 
said. 
  "A lot of this happened in the beginning," she said. Giddings 
served four years more than the minimum sentence largely 
because of his misbehavior. 
   In his final two years in prison, Giddings enrolled in a drug and 
alcohol group, participated in group counseling, and took courses 
in anger management, citizenship, violence prevention, victim 
awareness and parenting (Giddings fathered three children before 
he was jailed at age 17). 
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   "You have to look at his overall situation," said McNaughton. 
"The fact that he was misconduct-free for the last couple of years 
was good, and he had completed a lot of programs. " 
   Giddings absconded from a Philadelphia halfway house a week 
after his release on Aug. 18, and a bench warrant for his arrest 
was issued. On Aug. 27, he got into a fierce tussle with police 
officers who stopped him in a car that they later discovered was 
stolen. Giddings escaped. 
   Rendell noted yesterday that offenders such as Giddings 
eventually get released. 
   "This person and people like him do get released back on the 
street, whether it is 10 years or 12 years," Rendell said. 
"Obviously, if it was 12 years, Officer McDonald would be alive 
today. But violent criminals that are sentenced to non-life 
sentences will get out. And that's a reality that we have to 
confront. " 
   But if Judge Hamlin had followed the prosecution's 
recommendation in 2000, Giddings would have been in prison 
until at least 2020. 
   Assistant District Attorney Joseph Coolican portrayed 
Giddings, then 19, as already beyond repair and asked for the 
maximum: 22 1/2 to 45 years. 
   "From what I have seen in the four years of prosecuting violent 
crime, I have never seen an individual who presents a higher risk 
of reoffending," Coolican told the court. 
   Hamlin, nevertheless, sentenced him to the mandatory 
minimum: 6 to 12 years. 
    Abraham yesterday said the judge gave Giddings "a low-ball 
sentence when she could have given him enough prison sentence 
that he would have been prevented from hurting anyone. " 
http://www.philly.com/inquirer/online_extras/49536667.html 

 

09-06-30  Police: Northern Liberties Murders 'Well Planned' 

   PHILADELPHIA (CBS 3) ― Police are searching for several 
suspects in connection to a deadly double shooting in an upscale 
Northern Liberties apartment building Saturday evening. 
   The shooting happened at about 5:00 p.m. outside an apartment 
building in the recently opened Piazza at Schmidt's on Hancock 
Street. 
   On Monday, investigators released surveillance footage of the 
suspects entering the building moments before the murder. 
   One of the victims, 34-year-old Rian Thal, worked as a 
marketing manager for night clubs in the city.  
  Thal and a male, identified as Tim Gilmore of Ohio, were both 
shot multiple times during the incident. 
     According to investigators, the three gunmen, and a fourth 
who posed as a lookout, gained entry to the building and waited 
for Thal and Gilmore to return to her apartment. 
   As they returned, the gunmen surrounded the pair and shot 
them multiple times outside her apartment before fleeing. 
   "This was extremely organized, you have four guys, they're all 
on cell phones together, they're going up staircases. You have a 
lookout, he's alerting them when the two decedents are on their 
way up," Capt. James Clark explained. 
   Police said they found approximately $100,000 in cash and a 
large amount of cocaine in Thal's apartment. The suspects did not 
take any of the cash or drugs found in the apartment. 
  Investigators said they believe the double murder was drug-

related. 
   "Obviously they were targeted, the two individuals, because of 
different illegal activities they were in to. The plan probably went 
wrong really quickly, having to shoot and kill both of them," Capt 
Clark explained. 
   The deadly shooting remains under investigation. 
http://cbs3.com/local/Shooting.Northern.Liberties.2.1062742.htm
l 
 

09-06-30  Federal agents hunt for guns, one house at a time 

   In front of a run-down shack in north Houston, federal agents 
step from a government sedan into 102-degree heat and face a 
critical question: How can the woman living here buy four high-
end handguns in one day? 
   The house is worth $35,000. A screen dangles by a wall-unit air 
conditioner. Porch swing slats are smashed, the smattering of 
grass is flattened by cars and burned yellow by sun. 
   “I’ll do the talking on this one,” agent Tim Sloan, of South 
Carolina, told partner Brian Tumiel, of New York.  
    Success on the front lines of a government blitz on gunrunners 
supplying Mexican drug cartels with Houston weaponry hinges 
on logging heavy miles and knocking on countless doors. Dozens 
of agents from the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 
Explosives — sent here from around the country — are needed to 
follow what ATF acting director Kenneth Melson described as a 
“massive number of investigative leads.”  
   All told, Mexican officials in 2008 asked federal agents to trace 
the origins of more than 7,500 firearms recovered at crime scenes 
in Mexico. Most of them were traced back to Texas, California 
and Arizona. 
   Among other things, the agents are combing neighborhoods and 
asking people about suspicious purchases as well as seeking 
explanations as to how their guns ended up used in murders, 
kidnappings and other crimes in Mexico. 
     “Ever turning up the heat on cartels, our law enforcement and 
military partners in the government of Mexico have been working 
more closely with the ATF by sharing information and 
intelligence,” Melson said Tuesday during a firearms-trafficking 
summit in New Mexico.  
Firearms dealers visited 
  The ATF recently dispatched 100 veteran agents to its Houston 
division, which reaches to the border. 
   The mission is especially challenging because, officials say, 
that while Houston is the number one point of origin for weapons 
traced back to the United States from Mexico, the government 
can’t compile databases on gun owners under federal law. 
   Agents instead review firearms dealers’ records in person. 
  People who are legally in the United States and have clean 
criminal records, but are facing economic problems are often 
recruited by traffickers to buy weapons on their behalf in order to 
shield themselves from scrutiny. 
   Knocks at the door of the shack that looked to be the definition 
of hard times went unanswered. 
   “I am out of here,” Sloan said a few moments later, as a pit bull 
lazily sauntered from the back yard. “I don’t like pit bulls 
walking up behind me.” 
Best information source 



 

 
Page 30

  On second thought, Sloan switched to Spanish and interviewed 
a neighbor. 
   The neighbor said the woman left a month ago after a fight with 
her husband or boyfriend, who still lived there with what she 
called “other degenerates.” 
   “An angry ex-girlfriend or wife is the best person in the world, 
the greatest source of information,” Sloan said.  
   The night before, the duo were in a stakeout where they 
watched a weapons sale.  
   They also combined efforts with the Drug Enforcement 
Administration for an aircraft to stealthily follow traffickers to 
the border. 
   On this day, agents weren’t wearing raid jackets or combat 
boots and weren’t armed with warrants. 
  Guns were hidden under civilian shirts. 
  Another tip took agents on a 30-minute drive from the shack to 
a sprawling home with a pool in the back and an American flag 
out front. 
   It turned out two handguns, of a type drug gangsters prefer, 
were bought by a pastor for target practice. 
  Some stories, they say, are hard to believe.  
   The lamest so far came from a police officer: He said he bought 
a few military-style rifles, left them in his car and — on the same 
night — forgot to lock a door. He couldn’t explain why he didn’t 
file a police report or why he visited Mexico the day after the 
alleged theft. 
http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/front/6505651.html 
 

09-06-30  Buying a firearm in D.C. 

    The following Reader Blogs are neither edited nor endorsed by 
The Washington Times. These bloggers are responsible for their 
own content 
   D.C. residents wanting to legally own a firearm for home 
defense need to know what they can and cannot legally do. 
Let's start with the fact that ALL semi-automatic firearms are still 
prohibited so you'll need a revolver or a rifle or shotgun. 
     Getting a revolver legally is still forbidden because under 
Federal Law you must but any handgun from the state you live 
in...but there are no federally licensed firearms dealers (FFLs) in 
D.C. (Yet). 
So for now you have only the alternative of getting a shotgun or 
rifle from Maryland or Virginia which is legal to do because 
contiguous state sales are allowed under Federal Law. 
   I'd recommend a pump shotgun or a 9mm Carbine. Remington 
makes the old reliable 870 Model shotgun which is the firearm of 
choice for hundreds of thousands of hunters worldwide. 
Mossberg makes a good and slightly less expensive shotgun 
which is great if your budget is a bit tight. Be warned, a shotgun 
in 12 Gauge has awesome power.....much more than any handgun 
and shotguns really kick/have lots of recoil. Take it out and 
practice so you'll get used to the recoil and be able to hit your 
target. If you are small or frail in any way don't be afraid to try 
out the smaller 20 Gauge shotguns. They don't kick as much but 
are still formidable weapons. 
   Your ammunition should be Buckshot which is 6-15 balls of 
lead, steel or alloy. I don't advise using ‘Ball' or ‘Slug' loads if 
you live in adjoining housing as it will go though walls and will 

cause damage or hurt someone in your neighbor's home if you 
miss! 
   9mm Carbines (Short Rifles) are a bit harder to find in bolt or 
slide action. A semi-automatic would be my personal choice but 
they're still illegal in D.C. 
   A revolver is an excellent choice for home defense if you can 
acquire one legally. (Or if you already have one) 
I'd advise a .357 Magnum or a .44 Special or .44 Magnum. The 
.357 can use the .38 Special and the .44 Magnum the .44 Special. 
Practice your target shooting with so called light loads to get used 
to any firearm but you MUST try out the heavier loads so you 
will be used to the much heavier kick. 
    With pistols or revolvers it's highly recommended to use a 
bullet that will hit what you're aiming at and stop. Hollow point 
bullets do this rather well but if you miss....they can still travel 
through walls and not slow down enough. So be careful. 
   Speaking of CAREFUL you MUST take a firearm Safety 
course before you ever touch any firearm. The NRA and almost 
all gun shops offer courses on safe firearm use. Go to 
www.NRA.Org for  safety and other information on safe and 
legal firearm ownership. 
   While you're out practicing target shooting you'll find out a few 
things you might not have imagined. Number one, you'll enjoy 
having the ability to master your own destiny. Indeed, you'll no 
longer have to be afraid of someone bigger or stronger than you. 
    You'll also have so much fun you'll probably have started a 
new hobby! 
http://www.washingtontimes.com/weblogs/gun-
rights/2008/jun/30/buying-a-firearm-in-dc/ 
 

09-06-30  DA: Woman shoots husband to death then turns 

gun on herself  

    An Upper Gwynedd woman who allegedly shot and killed her 
estranged husband and then attempted to kill herself remained in 
critical condition Monday at Abington Memorial Hospital, 
according to authorities. 
   Distraught over the recent separation from her husband of 37 
years, Cathy Cressman on Friday evening shot 60-year-old 
Joseph Cressman in the head outside the home they once shared 
on the 700 block of Collins Avenue and then shot herself in the 
head, said Montgomery County District Attorney Risa Vetri 
Ferman. 
  The husband was taken to Lansdale Hospital where he died a 
short time later. 
   Cressman, 57, was transported to Abington Memorial Hospital 
where she underwent surgery to have a bullet removed from her 
head, said Ferman. 
  To date, no charges have been filed. 
  "This is a sad, sad case," said Ferman 
   Investigators learned that Cressman had been receiving 
treatment for emotional difficulties she was suffering because of 
the separation. She had recently told others that, if she could not 
have her husband, she would take a gun and shoot him, according 
to Ferman. 
   Prior to the shooting, the two had gone out to dinner together. 
The husband, who had moved out of the family home, then drove 
her home in his Toyota truck. 
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   As the couple talked in the truck, Cressman pulled out a .38-
caliber handgun that she had purchased that day, allegedly 
shooting her husband and then herself, according to Ferman. 
   An adult family member at the house called in the shooting to 
police, Ferman said. 
http://www.phillyburbs.com/news/local/the_intelligencer/the_inte
lligencer_news_details/article/27/2009/june/30/da-woman-
shoots-husband-to-death-then-turns-gun-on-herself.html 
 

09-06-30  Father charged in son's slaying 

"I shot my son." 
   The Horsham man who made that 911 call about 7 p.m. Sunday 
is now charged with murdering his 28-year-old son. 
    David Janus, 54, of the 200 block of New Road, Monday 
evening was arraigned before Horsham District Judge Harry J. 
Nesbitt III on charges of third-degree murder, manslaughter and 
related offenses for the shooting death of his 28-year-old son, 
Brian Janus. 
   The still-distraught father is being held without bail at the 
Montgomery County Prison. 
   "This is a tragic killing because, at this point in the 
investigation, we do not believe Mr. Janus intended to take his 
child's life," said county District Attorney Risa Vetri Ferman. 
  When police arrived at the home in response to the 911 call, 
they found Janus outside his home. 
  "I'm sorry, I shot my son," Janus repeatedly told police. 
  Inside the home, police found the body of Brian Janus, bleeding 
from a gunshot wound to the chest, at the bottom of the basement 
steps. Next to Brian Janus was the rifle used in the killing and a 
spent cartridge, according to Ferman. 
   Brian Janus was pronounced dead at Abington Memorial 
Hospital about 7:45 p.m. Sunday. 
    The shooting followed earlier arguments at the home that day 
that Brian Janus had with both his younger brother and mother, 
said Ferman. 
   One of the arguments resulted in an altercation between the two 
brothers. That fight was sparked by an argument over who was 
responsible for ordering pay-per-view programs from Direct TV, 
according to the criminal complaint. 
    "What we have learned is that the victim was known to be very 
argumentative with family members and there appears to be some 
history of mental instability," said Ferman. 
  "We are continuing to investigate the depth of that and what 
happened in the past." 
   "Ironically, we are told that the father typically was the 
peacemaker in the family but in this situation he tragically took 
his son's life," said Ferman. 
  Both the brother and mother had left the house prior to the 
shooting. 
   After the pair left, Janus decided to confront his son in his 
basement bedroom and order him out of the house, the complaint 
said. 
   However, knowing that his son had a handgun locked in a room 
across from his bedroom, Janus decided to first arm himself with 
a .270-caliber hunting rifle his younger son kept under his bed. 
He loaded the rifle with one round of ammunition. 
   Walking into the basement, Janus removed his son's handgun 
from its hiding place, throwing it on the floor near a bookshelf. 

  After telling his son he would have to move out, Janus said his 
son told him that he was not moving and that the younger brother 
would have to move, according to the complaint. 
   As his son walked toward him, Janus told authorities, he raised 
the rifle and "the gun went off," the complaint said. 
   Janus told authorities that he had only wanted to scare his son, 
not shoot him, according to the complaint. 
http://www.phillyburbs.com/news/news_details/article/27/2009/j
une/30/father-charged-in-sons-slaying-1.html 
 

09-06-29  Watch lists, guns and government by Bob Barr 
    The secret government “Terrorist Watch List,” reportedly 
already swelled to more than 1.1 million names, will have an 
addendum, if gun control advocates in Congress have their way. 
This new addendum — also to be cloaked in secrecy — would 
empower the U.S. Attorney General to deny a person the ability 
to exercise their Second Amendment rights to purchase a firearm. 
   While it is not surprising that some members of Congress are 
again using fear of terrorism to implement a gun-control agenda, 
the openly unconstitutional legislative language proponents are 
employing is troubling. 
     Sen. Frank Lautenberg (D-N.J.) is leading the effort in the 
Senate, while another well-known gun control advocate — Rep. 
Peter King (R-N.Y.) — is directing the House initiative. They 
have introduced identical bills — the “Denying Firearms and 
Explosives to Dangerous Terrorists Act of 2009.” This proposal 
would give the attorney general the power to unilaterally and in 
secret develop a watch list of persons believed to be unworthy of 
possessing a firearm or any explosive. 
    This new “dangerous terrorist” watch list would include names 
based not on hard evidence of criminal activity, but on nothing 
more than the subjective conclusion by the attorney general that a 
person is “appropriately suspected” (whatever that means) of 
engaging in some manner of assisting or preparing for acts of 
domestic or international terrorism. The American people would 
never be privy to what criteria might be employed by the attorney 
general to determine whether someone is an “appropriate 
suspect,” and they would have no way of knowing why they 
might be denied the ability to purchase a firearm. 
    If a person were to be refused “permission” to purchase a 
firearm or explosive, and if they subsequently filed a lawsuit in 
federal court to find out why, the government still could keep 
such information secret. In other words, the attorney general 
could deny a U.S. citizen the ability to own a firearm, and never 
have to give the reason. 
    For legislators like Lautenberg and King, who apparently have 
absolute faith in unelected government officials to make the right 
decisions for the right reasons at the right times (and never be 
required to explain those decisions), one has only to consider the 
checkered history of post-9/11 “terrorist” watch lists to see the 
folly of such perspective. Stories abound of persons denied the 
ability to board a commercial aircraft, or greatly delayed in being 
allowed on board, for no reason other than their name 
erroneously appeared on some “watch list.” Sen. Ted Kennedy 
(D-Mass.), and Rep. John Lewis (D-Ga.), have been among this 
not-so-elite group. 
    A report earlier this year by the FBI’s inspector general 
chronicled extensive internal problems with the terrorist watch 
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list maintained by that agency. The IG found numerous examples 
of inaccuracies, incomplete entries, out-of-date information and 
inclusion of information “unrelated to terrorism.” While the 
inconvenience of not being able to board an airliner for a 
business trip or a vacation can be a real headache, being refused 
the ability to purchase a firearm to protect one’s life clearly raises 
the stakes. 
   The government already has remedies already at its disposal to 
keep firearms out of the hands of known or suspected terrorists. 
Under existing federal law, there are numerous categories of 
persons prohibited from purchasing or possessing firearms; 
including persons in violation of immigration laws, convicted 
felons, illicit drug users and others. And if a person truly is a 
known or suspected terrorist, the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms and Explosives — as the federal law enforcement 
agency primarily responsible for enforcing the nation’s gun laws 
— certainly should be made aware of that information. We don’t 
need a secret, anti-Second Amendment watch list to implement 
effective law enforcement in America. http://blogs.ajc.com/bob-
barr-blog/2009/06/29/watch-lists-guns-and-
government/?cxntfid=blogs_bob_barr_blog 
 

09-06-29  Man Injured in Home Invasion 

   A man was injured Sunday night after two men forced their way 
into his home in Susquehanna County. 
   Robert Laman, 60, of Little Meadows told police there was a 
knock at his door about 10:30 p.m. Sunday. When he opened the 
door, two men forced their way inside his home. The two began 
punching and kicking Laman, then forced him to the floor and 
taped his hands and feet. 
    Police said the pair stole a shot gun, cash and other items from 
Laman's home. He was taken to a hospital in Binghamton. 
   Anyone with information about the home invasion is asked to 
call state police at Gibson at 570-465-3154. 
http://www.wnep.com/news/countybycounty/wnep-susq-man-
injured-home-invasion,0,561680.story?track=rss 
 

09-06-29  Editorial: Mayors take aim on illegal guns 

   Win or lose, the constitutional challenges to local gun laws in 
Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, and other Pennsylvania communities 
appear to be helping build grassroots pressure on Harrisburg 
lawmakers to follow New Jersey's lead and enact tougher 
statewide gun-control measures. 
    Even as the latest court ruling dealt a blow to Philadelphia's 
2008 gun laws, Lancaster became the eighth town to enact its 
own requirement that owners must report lost or stolen weapons. 
    In addition to Philadelphia, officials in Pittsburgh, Allentown, 
Reading, Easton, Pottsville, and Wilkinsburg have adopted such 
ordinances in hopes of forcing the hand of lawmakers who toe the 
National Rifle Association line. 
   Those may be baby steps compared with Jersey lawmakers' 
final approval Friday of a monthly handgun purchase limit. But 
Pennsylvania's laws are an outgrowth of a smart push by the 
national group Mayors Against Illegal Guns and gun-control 
advocates to move the issue. 
   Nearly 100 mayors across the state have signed on to support 
legislation to stem illegal gun sales. The mandate to report 

missing guns is a tactic to expose traffickers who use networks of 
legal buyers to acquire weapons. 
   Mayors, including Philadelphia's Michael Nutter, are the ones 
who have to live with the carnage due to the easy availability of 
handguns in so many communities. As Reading Mayor Thomas 
McMahon told an Inquirer reporter recently, their view on gun 
deaths is "enough is enough." 
    With that much resolve from a growing number of local 
officials, it almost doesn't matter that the court challenges from 
the National Rifle Association pose an uphill battle for these 
laws. 
    A 1996 ruling by the Pennsylvania Supreme Court granted the 
General Assembly the exclusive right to regulate firearms. It was 
no surprise, then, that Commonwealth Court upheld a lower-court 
ruling that struck down a city ban on assault weapons and one-
gun-a-month purchase limits. 
   As it happened, the city did come away with something: The 
court left untouched the city's lost-and-stolen reporting 
requirement, its restrictions on gun ownership by people under 
domestic-abuse court orders, and its right to seize weapons when 
someone is regarded as a threat. That's for now, since the case 
likely is headed to the state Supreme Court. 
   But the important thing is that the yearlong legal challenges 
haven't dampened enthusiasm for gun-control measures. In fact, 
the opposite has occurred. That's a drumbeat for reform that state 
lawmakers can't ignore forever. 
http://www.philly.com/inquirer/opinion/49415122.html 
 

09-06-29  Two shot in Cecil Township 

    Cecil Township police said two people were wounded in an 
accidental shooting at a residence on South DePaoli Road Sunday 
evening.  
   Police said the pair, a man and a woman who were not 
identified, were examining a new handgun and "didn't know how 
to work it properly."  
    The weapon discharged, wounding the man in the hand and the 
woman in the hand and biceps. Both were taken to Allegheny 
General Hospital in Pittsburgh. 
http://www.observer-reporter.com/OR/Story/06-29-cecil-shooting 
 

09-06-28  Ky. pastor welcomes guns, their owners to church 

   LOUISVILLE, Ky. - A gun-toting Kentucky pastor says it's OK 
to pack heat at church - at least for one day.  
    Ken Pagano asked his flock to bring their unloaded handguns - 
in holsters - to New Bethel  Church in Louisville for a celebration 
of the Second Amendment. When the event got under way a little 
after 5 p.m. Saturday, about 200 people - many carrying small 
firearms - sat in the Pentecostal church sanctuary.  
    "We are wanting to send a message that there are legal, civil, 
intelligent and law-abiding citizens who also own guns," Pagano 
said in greeting the audience, which included people who do not 
belong to his church.  
   "If it were not for a deep-seated belief in the right to bear arms, 
this country would not be here today," he said, drawing hearty 
applause and exclamations of "amen!" Pagano says he got the 
idea for the event after some of his church members expressed 
concern about the Obama administration's views on gun control, 
though the president hasn't moved to put new restrictions on gun 
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ownership. He says the gathering was meant to promote safe gun 
ownership.  
   The "Open Carry Celebration" included a handgun raffle, 
patriotic music and a screening of videos on gun safety. The 
church hung patriotic banners on the wall that read "In God We 
Trust."  
   The pastor said that he himself did not carry a gun at the event.  
   Pagano's Protestant church, which attracts up to 150 people to 
Sunday services, is a member of the Assemblies of God and is in 
a conservative part of southwest Louisville.  
   A coalition of peace and church groups staged a gun-free event 
across town at the same time. http://www.observer-
reporter.com/OR/Story/06-28-guns-in-church 
 

09-06-28  Protestant outlaws in N. Ireland embrace 

disarmament 

    LONDON - Northern Ireland achieved another important 
milestone in peacemaking Saturday as the territory's two major 
Protestant paramilitary groups announced their first acts of 
disarmament - and pledged that their decades of slaughtering 
Catholic civilians were over for good.  
   One group, the Ulster Volunteer Force, said it had destroyed its 
entire stockpile of weaponry during a secret June 12 meeting with 
disarmament chiefs. The other, the Ulster Defense Association, 
said it had handed over its first, unspecified portion of its arsenal 
and would continue the process in coming months.  
   "The struggle has ended. Peace and democracy have been 
secured, and the need for armed resistance has gone," said the 
written statement from Ulster Defense Association commanders. 
"Consequently we are putting our arsenal of weaponry 
permanently beyond use."  
   And the Ulster Volunteers, in a statement read by an unmasked 
member at a Belfast news conference, said their organization "has 
completed the process of rendering ordnance totally, and 
irreversibly, beyond use. ... For God and Ulster."  
   Together, the two underground groups killed nearly 1,000 
people in a self-declared war against the support base of the Irish 
Republican Army. Unable to pinpoint IRA members living within 
minority Catholic areas, they opted to terrorize the whole 
Catholic community with machine-gun and bomb attacks on 
Catholic social venues that targeted young and old alike. They 
also killed Catholics who strayed into Protestant areas or moved 
into Protestant districts - sometimes torturing them first to elicit 
bogus "confessions" of IRA membership.  
    Northern Ireland's soft-spoken disarmament chief, retired 
Canadian Gen. John de Chastelain, was in his homeland Saturday 
and declined to comment. But the British and Irish governments, 
which since 1997 have charged de Chastelain with securing the 
disarmament of several Northern Ireland groups, lauded the latest 
achievement of his often-thankless diplomacy.  
    Irish Justice Minister Dermot Ahern said de Chastelain and his 
deputies, Andrew Sens of the United States and Brigadier Tauno 
Nieminen of Finland, "have made progress on a scale many 
people believed was not possible. The people of this island will 
be forever in their debt."  
   Britain's secretary of state for Northern Ireland, Shaun 
Woodward, said it was a "historic day." Woodward lauded the 
Ulster Volunteers for what he called their "bold and courageous 

decision for peace," and urged UDA warlords to give up all of 
their weapons, too. 
   Analysts agreed that Woodward played a particularly important 
role in spurring the UDA-UVF disarmament moves - by 
threatening to take away their chance to surrender weapons with 
legal impunity.  
   Since 1997, Britain and Ireland have permitted the IRA, UDA, 
UVF and other illegal gangs to give weapons to de Chastelain 
without fear of facing arrest and imprisonment. But Woodward 
repeatedly warned this year he would withdraw that concession, 
and shut down the disarmament commission, unless the UDA and 
UVF began delivering the goods by August.  
    Britain has been pressing for paramilitary disarmament since 
1994, the year that the IRA called an open-ended truce and the 
UDA and UVF replied with their own. The cease-fires paved the 
way for Northern Ireland's Good Friday peace accord of 1998. 
All three groups were supposed to disarm by mid-2000 as part of 
that landmark pact - but none met the deadline.  
   The IRA, which boasted a much more extensive range of 
weaponry largely smuggled from Libya, gradually disarmed from 
2001 to 2005 after killing nearly 1,800 people during a failed 27-
year effort to force Northern Ireland out of the United Kingdom. 
The UDA and UVF were slow to accept the IRA's conversion to 
peace, noting the continued threat from IRA splinter groups that 
continue today to plot gun and bomb attacks.  
    The Protestant extremists' determination to stick to their own 
guns posed few problems  for Northern Ireland's wider peace 
process. In stark contrast to the IRA and its popular Sinn Fein 
political party, the Protestant gangs built only a paltry political 
base and merited no role in the territory's 2-year-old power-
sharing government.  
   Rejected by Protestant voters, in recent years both the UDA 
and UVF have concentrated on their well-established criminal 
rackets, including smuggling and counterfeiting. Their pursuit of 
riches has fueled deadly feuds within their own ranks. 
   The UVF, founded in 1966, has killed more than 500 people. It 
claimed responsibility for the deadliest act of the entire Northern 
Ireland conflict: the detonation of four no-warning car bombs in 
the Republic of Ireland on May 17, 1974, that killed 33 people. 
The UVF's most notorious gang, the Shankill Butchers, abducted 
and lethally tortured dozens of Catholics using a range of knives 
in the late 1970s.  
   The UDA, an umbrella for Protestant vigilante gangs formed in 
1971, killed more than 400. Britain didn't outlaw the group until 
1992. Seeking to preserve their legal status, UDA members used 
another name, "Ulster Freedom Fighters," to claim responsibility 
for acts of violence.  
    The leader of Ireland's 4 million Catholics, Cardinal Sean 
Brady, noted that Saturday's disarmament announcements came 
far too late for their thousands of dead, maimed and traumatized 
victims.  
   The news, he said, would "evoke painful memories of loved 
ones lost and lives destroyed through the utter futility and evil of 
violence." 
http://www.observer-reporter.com/OR/Story/06-28-n-ireland-
disarmament 
 

09-06-27 Switchblade law opponents cut in Hill fight 
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   Opponents of the Obama administration's plan to expand the 
definition of "switchblades" and block the importing of many 
common pocketknives suffered an early setback in Congress this 
week, but they vow the Capitol Hill knife fight isn't over.  
   "Everyone from our first responders, law enforcement officials, 
Boy Scouts and hunters will be affected by this regulation," said 
Rep. Bob Latta, Ohio Republican, after the House Rules 
Committee rejected his bill to block the change. "It is 
unacceptable to think that we as citizens cannot carry a 
pocketknife for work or recreation purposes."  
       Mr. Latta, who has teamed up with Democratic Rep. Walt 
Minnick of Idaho to fight the measure, is currently exploring 
other legislative moves to stop the administration's plan, said 
Latta spokesman David Popp.  
    The two lawmakers had submitted an amendment to a 
spending bill that would have blocked the new regulation, but it 
was rejected on procedural grounds.  
   Critics of the regulation - including U.S. knife manufacturers 
and collectors, the National Rifle Association, sportsmen's groups 
and a bipartisan group of at least 79 House members - say it 
would rewrite U.S. law defining what constitutes a switchblade 
and potentially make de facto criminals of the estimated 35 
million Americans who use folding knives.  
    Opponents are in a race against time because of the quick pace 
of the rule-making process - a 30-day comment period that ended 
Monday, followed by a 30-day implementation schedule.  
   "We now move to the Senate side where we hope for better 
luck and have more time to prepare, coordinate with other groups 
and marshal our forces," said Doug Ritter, executive director of 
Knife Rights Inc., an advocacy group fighting to defeat the 
measure.  
   The new knife rules proposed by U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection (CBP) would affect the interpretation of the 
Switchblade Knife Act of 1958 to include any spring-assisted or 
one-handed-opening knife.  
   The law defines a "switchblade" as any knife having a blade 
that opens automatically by hand pressure applied to a button or 
other device in the handle, or by operation of inertia or gravity.  
     Customs officials dismiss fears that the new language will 
outlaw ordinary pocketknives, saying the change was issued to 
clear up conflicting guidelines for border agents about what 
constitutes an illegal switchblade that cannot be imported into the 
United States. The rule could be imposed within 30 days if not 
blocked.  
   A review of case law "in consideration of the health and public 
safety concerns raised by such importations" prompted the 
agency to revoke the ruling that allowed the importing of knives 
with spring- and release-assisted opening mechanisms, CBP 
spokeswoman Jenny L. Burke said.  
    Customs officials argue the rule deals only with imported 
merchandise, and does not affect knives already in the country or 
that are manufactured domestically.  
    The 1958 law bans the possession of switchblades on federal 
lands and prohibits the mailing or sale of switchblades across 
state lines. It does not mandate prohibition within states and 
localities, though a number of states, including Maryland, have 
passed their own statutes banning or limiting the possession and 
carrying of switchblades.  

   Possession of switchblades is legal in Virginia if not intended 
for sale.  
     Critics of the rule say that broadening the definition of 
switchblades in federal law would instantly make previously 
permitted knives illegal in states that have adopted the ban. 
Hunters and hikers who cross state lines with their knives may 
find themselves guilty of a federal felony, they warn.  
    The bipartisan Congressional Sportsmen's Caucus, boasting 
one of the largest memberships on Capitol Hill, sent a letter to 
Department of Homeland Security Secretary Janet Napolitano, 
who oversees CBP, urging her to quash the proposed rule change. 
The letter was signed by 61 Republican and 18 Democratic 
lawmakers.  
    In much the same way that gun rights issues have cut across the 
partisan divide in Congress, the threat of a knife grab by the 
government has especially rankled members from western and 
southern states, regardless of their party.  
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2009/jun/27/switchblade-
law-opponents-get-cut-in-hill-fight/ 
 

09-06-27 Firearms may be turned in for a reward in 

Kingsessing 

   There will be one more chance today in Kingsessing to turn in a 
gun - no questions asked, as the police say - and get something in 
return.  
   From 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., the 12th District will team up with the 
Southwest Philadelphia Community Advisory Group to give a 
$100 Visa card, Xbox, PlayStation, or food voucher to a local 
supermarket who anyone who turns in a firearm. The event will 
be at the Francis J. Myers Recreation Center, 5803 Kingsessing 
Ave. - Inquirer staff  
http://www.philly.com/philly/news/pennsylvania/49328582.html 
 

09-06-27 Witness links gun to Feltonville shootings 

   A ballistics expert testified yesterday that 15 shell casings left 
after a triple shooting in Feltonville last year all had been fired 
from the same 9mm Glock pistol that authorities say was 
discarded by three men during a police pursuit.  
    The casings were recovered from the scene of a shootout at 
Fourth and Annsbury Streets on May 5, 2008, that left three other 
men wounded.  
   The pistol was discovered by police three weeks later in an 
overgrown patch near Second Street and Rising Sun Avenue.  
   "No other gun in the world fired these cartridge casings," said 
Kenneth James Lay, a firearms examiner.  
     Dwayne Dyches, Brian Hall, and Pete Hopkins are accused of 
attempted murder and other counts in connection with the 
shootout.  
    Afterward, the three led police on a 21/2-mile chase that ended 
violently at Second and Pike Streets. As a Fox29 news crew 
filmed from above, Dyches, Hall, and Hopkins were dragged 
from their tan Mercury Marquis, and beaten and kicked by tens of 
police officers.  
   The video, broadcast around the globe, resulted in the firing of 
four officers and the demotion of four others.  
    The Glock, unloaded and slightly corroded, was found May 30 
by Officer John Santos along the route of the chase. Though the 
gun has been definitively linked to the casings, police could not 
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find any latent fingerprints or DNA from Dyches, Hopkins, or 
Hall on the weapon.  
   On the night of the arrests, police found a Smith & Wesson .38 
special and two live rounds in the glove compartment of a Ford 
minivan parked less than a block from the scene of the shooting.  
   Lay said the casings could not have been fired from the 
revolver.  
  "A 9mm cartridge couldn't fit into the [Smith & Wesson's] 
chamber, Lay said.  
http://www.philly.com/philly/news/local/49328627.html 
 

09-06-26 Fayette County man pleads guilty in son's 

accidental death 

   A Fayette County man will spend at least the next six years in 
prison after he pleaded guilty in connection with the November 
shooting death of his 12-year-old son. 
   Michael Muha Jr., 40, of Redstone, agreed to plead guilty to 
involuntary manslaughter in exchange for a jail sentence of 21/2 
to 5 years. 
    However, Fayette County President Judge Conrad Capuzzi 
yesterday sentenced Mr. Muha to a consecutive term of four to 
eight years for illegal possession of a firearm as a convicted 
felon. 
    The sentence gives Mr. Muha credit for the approximately 
seven months he has served since his arrest Nov. 23. 
   The boy, Michael "Mikey" Muha III, suffered a fatal gunshot 
wound of the chest during a dispute on that evening. 
   A gun was involved in a dispute between Mr. Muha and his 
girlfriend, Tasha Miciotto. 
http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/09177/980045-
55.stm#ixzz0JZb8v4Re&D 
http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/09177/980045-55.stm 
 

09-06-26  Steubenville Resident Packing Guns, Trash 

   STEUBENVILLE - A Steubenville man has organized a litter 
cleanup Saturday in the LaBelle neighborhood that will see 
participants openly carrying handguns. 
   Wayne Johnson said he organized the noon event on Belleview 
Boulevard "to raise awareness of Ohio law on the issue. We 
decided it will be helpful to make people aware of the legal right 
to openly carry a gun while doing a community service project." 
   "After this event there won't be any blood in the streets (and) 
there won't be any trash either. Our goal is to raise awareness of 
the right of Ohioans to openly carry firearms. This will be a 
peaceful community service event, not a protest or parade," said 
Johnson. 
   "It looks like 10 to 12 people will be coming to the event. We 
plan to start in the Belleview Boulevard and Pennsylvania 
Avenue area. We will pick up litter for an hour or two," added 
Johnson. 
   According to an Internet discussion forum titled Ohioans for 
Concealed Carry, trash bags and gloves will be provided and 
hamburgers and hot dogs will available. 
   Forum participants also discussed a possible excursion to the 
Fernwood State Park shooting range after the litter cleanup. 
    Johnson said the idea for the open carrying gun and trash 
cleanup event started "when I was verbally harassed a little by the 
Steubenville Police." 

   "I was stopped by the police once and then a second time while 
walking in my neighborhood ... wearing my handgun on my belt. 
I was with my wife and children for our regular walk around the 
block. The officers said they were receiving telephone calls from 
local residents about a man with a gun. The second officer said I 
could be arrested on disorderly conduct charges," related 
Johnson. 
   The city police report for May 21 said responding officers 
talked to Johnson and his wife, who carried valid concealed 
weapon permits, and Johnson's wife had a handgun concealed on 
her person. 
   "We requested Mr. Johnson carry his weapon in a concealed 
manner to prevent further public panic. I also explained that 
although he was within his legal right to carry the firearm that the 
potential existed for an unneeded confrontation due to the area he 
was in," noted the police report. 
   Police Chief William McCafferty said the police department 
"has no intention of denying anyone of their civil or 
constitutional rights." 
   "People in our city are not accustomed to seeing people walk 
around wearing a handgun on their belts. So I am glad this event 
is being publicized so residents in that area of LaBelle will be 
aware of what is going to happen on Saturday," said McCafferty. 
   "This group who will be picking up litter and trash will be 
within their legal rights to openly carry a gun," added 
McCafferty. 
http://www.theintelligencer.net/page/content.detail/id/525458.ht
ml?nav=515 
 

09-06-26 New Jersey to implement rationing of rights 

  After literally years of effort, the powerful anti-gun forces in 
New Jersey politics have finally succeeded in passing a "one 
handgun per month" bill, which now heads to Governor Corzine's 
desk for his inevitable signature. 
   A measure sponsored by Senators Sandra Bolden Cunningham 
and Teresa Ruiz, which would prohibit the sale and purchase of 
more than one handgun per person, within a 30-day period was 
approved today by the full Senate by a vote of 21 to 15. 
   Unless I'm missing a state or two somewhere, that makes New 
Jersey the fourth to pass this kind of law (or fifth, if you count 
South Carolina, which repealed its version of the law in 2004, 
after finding it to be ineffective at reducing violent crime).  The 
others that still have such a law are California (no surprise there, 
with it's Brady Campaign Number One Tyranny Rating), 
Maryland (again, no surprise, with Maryland ranking almost as 
"high" as California), and Virginia.  The fact that Virginia is one 
of only three (soon to be four) states with such a law is probably 
a surprise to some.  Virginia, after all, is blamed for having "lax 
gun laws" that contribute toward it being part of the so-called 
"Iron Pipeline" of guns that end up illegally in places like New 
York City. 
   The professor, Dr. Howard Andrews, testified that 90 percent 
of the guns recovered in New York crime investigations from 
1996 to 2000 had been bought out of state. A large number came 
from five states with lax gun laws: Virginia, Florida, Georgia, 
North Carolina and South Carolina. 
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   The idea of "one gun per month" laws, supposedly, is that they 
pose a serious obstacle for gun traffickers.  The very New York 
Times editorial cited above, in fact, makes this claim: 
   Perhaps the most effective tool is a ''one gun per month'' law, 
which bars anyone from buying more than one handgun in a 
month. These laws stop gunrunners from buying in volume, a 
limit that reduces their profits substantially. 
    It's a bit difficult to reconcile that with the fact that one of only 
three states to have such a law on the books is also considered 
one of the major source states for gun trafficking. 
   New Jersey already has extraordinarily draconian gun laws (it's 
ranked second only to California by the Brady Bunch, even 
before passage of the rights rationing bill).  The purchase of each 
and every gun must be prefaced by acquisition of a permit from 
the police (which must be applied for in person, I believe).  The 
permit, if nothing in the applicant's background prevents its 
issuance, is supposed to be issued within 30 days.  No one is 
surprised, apparently, when it takes half a year or so, though.  
One would think that if restrictive gun laws worked to keep 
criminals disarmed, that permit process would do it.  Actually, 
given New Jersey's insistence on blaming Pennsylvania's "lax gun 
laws" for NJ's violent crime, it seems that New Jersey has thought 
it already had the laws it needed, and that the problem was other 
states. 
   I have written about such legislation before.  More important 
than the extremely dubious efficacy of such a law at controlling 
violent crime is the fact that it rations the Constitutionally 
guaranteed, fundamental human right of the individual to keep 
and bear arms.  As I said earlier: 
   Even if limiting purchasers to one handgun per month were 
effective at reducing crime, that's not how Constitutionally 
guaranteed, fundamental human rights work.  Lives could 
presumably be saved by trampling the Fourth Amendment, 
because more violent would-be murderers could be put away 
before they wrought their carnage, if the authorities could 
perform more searches and seizures without the cumbersome due 
process.  Other killings could be prevented by ignoring Fifth 
Amendment protections against self-incrimination, etc.  
  Our rights  are not predicated on whether or not some evil 
people will abuse them.  Tyrannical societies very often have 
very little street crime, but that does not make them good places 
to live. 
   Oh, one more thing about the New Jersey law--the "Only Ones" 
don't need to worry--they're exempt. 
Federal, state and local law enforcement officers and licensed 
gun dealers and retailers would not be subject to the 30-day 
limitation. 
  The government monopoly on force is protected. 
http://www.examiner.com/x-2581-St-Louis-Gun-Rights-
Examiner~y2009m6d26-New-Jersey-to-implement-rationing-of-
rights 
 
 

09-06-26 CUNNINGHAM/RUIZ 'ONE GUN A MONTH 

BILL' GETS FINAL LEGISLATIVE APPROVAL 

TRENTON – A measure sponsored by Senators Sandra Bolden 
Cunningham and Teresa Ruiz, which would prohibit the sale and 
purchase of more than one handgun per person, within a 30-day 

period was approved today by the full Senate by a vote of 21 to 
15. 
    According to the sponsors, the bill is intended to prevent 
“straw purchasing,” or purchasing a firearm for someone who is 
not legally allowed to buy one. 
    “Gang violence has become a way of life in communities 
around the State,” said Senator Cunningham, D-Hudson.  
“Though we have gun laws on the books, more must be done to 
prevent straw purchases.  It is my hope that other states will 
follow our lead and craft similar legislation to help protect 
residents from gun violence.”  
    “This legislation is about reducing gun violence and saving 
lives,” said Senator Ruiz, D-Essex and Union.  “The effects of 
illegal gun violence and the wounds it causes are far-reaching in 
that they not only touch victims, but also families and 
communities as a whole.  The passage of this bill would be a 
significant step in the right direction toward reducing the number 
of illegal, unlicensed guns on the streets and increasing safety for 
the people of this State.” 
    The Senators’ bill, S-1774, would ban the sale or purchase of 
more than one handgun per person, within a 30-day period.  The 

bill would focus on straw purchasers and bulk sellers, who 

obtain multiple gun permits, buy the guns and then sell them on 
the black market to unlicensed buyers. 

    Under current law, no one may purchase, sell or transfer a 

firearm to another person unless he or she has the necessary 

permit or authorization.  Each gun permit enables a buyer to 

purchase one gun, and subsequent permits are needed for 

additional guns. Authorized gun sellers are required to do FBI 
background checks on prospective purchasers before transferring 
a firearm. 
    Current law also specifies who is disqualified from securing a 
gun permit.  This group includes convicted criminals, minors, or 
anyone who is drug or alcohol dependant or mentally ill.   
    Federal, state and local law enforcement officers and licensed 
gun dealers and retailers would not be subject to the 30-day 
limitation. 
    The Governor will also be signing an executive order, 
authorizing the creation of a nine-member task force to address 
the impact of the legislation on gun collectors, recreational gun 
users and competitive sportsmen.  The task force will be 
responsible for making recommendations for any additional 
legislation.  The task force will be required to meet within 30 
days of the signing of the executive order, and to issue its initial 
report within 90 days.  Secondly, the task force will be 
responsible for reviewing the effectiveness of the bill, and issuing 
a report on its progress within 18 months of the initial report. 
    Under the bill, a buyer or seller who violates the provisions of 
this bill would be guilty of a fourth degree crime, which carries 
penalties of 18 months in prison and fines of up to $10,000. 
    This measure now heads to the Governor’s desk where his 
signature would make it State law. 
http://www.politickernj.com/cnoel/30999/cunninghamruiz-one-
gun-month-bill-gets-final-legislative-approval 
 

09-06-26 Homeowner fires on invaders 

CHESTER — A man fired back on armed intruders during a 
home invasion, an ordeal compounded when one suspect was 
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feared to be holed up on the third floor of the West Ninth Street 
residence early Thursday, police said. 
    The man and his wife were evacuated by police prior to a full 
home search, which came up empty, police Detective Capt. 
Joseph Massi said. 
   The homeowners were not injured, though blood found in the 
second-floor hallway of the house in the 300 block of West Ninth 
Street indicated that one of the intruders might have been hit in 
the exchange of gunfire.   “We don’t know what they were 
looking for,” Massi said of the suspects, at least three black males 
in their mid-20s. 
   According to Massi, a burglar alarm sounded at 4:08 a.m., at 
which time the man looked out his bedroom door to see three 
males in the hallway. 
   The man then closed the bedroom door, retrieved a firearm and 
again opened the door, Massi said. 
   “They fired first,” Massi said of the intruders.   The 
investigation indicated five rounds were fired by at least one of 
the suspects. The homeowner fired once.   The homeowner called 
911, but police were already dispatched due to the alarm, 
according to Massi. 
   When officers arrived, the homeowner said he saw two of the 
three suspects flee, and thought the third went up to the third 
floor. 
   Massi said the residents were evacuated and the tactical team 
was called. 
   “We believe the guy he thought ran to the third floor fled with 
the other two, when the man went back into his bedroom,” Massi 
said. 
   Evidence collected at the scene was turned over to 
Pennsylvania State Police for DNA testing. 
http://www.delcotimes.com/articles/2009/06/26/news/doc4a4449
08dec6b681795642.txt 
 

09-06-25  Homicide suspect arraigned 

     Washington County Assistant District Attorney Michael Lucas 
on Wednesday said the prosecution will seek a first-degree 
homicide conviction against Nathaniel L. Jones in the shooting 
death of another man outside a Canton Township bar.  
    But, Lucas said, "We'll continue to monitor the situation and 
later determine what is the most appropriate charge to pursue at 
trial."  
   Lucas spoke during the Jones' formal arraignment before 
President Judge Debbie O'Dell Seneca, during which the judge 
advised Jones of his legal rights on charges of criminal homicide 
and illegal possession of a firearm.  
   Jones, 36, of 213 Rostraver St., Monessen, is accused in the 
May 3 murder of Carl (Tony) Cohen outside Terry's Lounge at 
108 W. Wylie Ave. Cohen was shot three times in the chest. The 
men reportedly got into a scuffle outside the bar and struggled 
over a gun that Jones had in his possession.  
    Jones' attorney, Public Defender Glenn Alterio, asked Lucas 
whether the prosecution planned to seek the death penalty in the 
case. Lucas said nothing had yet been filed, but it was still under 
consideration.  
    Cohen was implicated in a 2003 double homicide at the former 
Price's Tavern in North Strabane Township. He entered a guilty 

plea to criminal conspiracy to commit robbery and was sentenced 
to one year less a day to two years less a day in jail.  
  Jones was returned to the county jail, where he is being held 
without bond. 
http://www.observer-reporter.com/OR/Story/06-25-Jones-
arraignment 
 

09-06-25  Wyo 'castle' law prompts prosecutors to drop case 

   WRIGHT, Wyo. (AP) - Prosecutors have withdrawn a 
weapons-related charge against a Wright man, citing Wyoming's 
"castle doctrine" law on self-defense. 
   An attorney says it may be the first time the year-old statute has 
been used in Wyoming. 
    Zebulon Alfred Goodrich was charged with misdemeanor 
reckless endangerment for allegedly pointing a gun at his sister in 
March. Prosecutors said Tuesday they couldn't meet the burden 
of proof because of allegations that Goodrich's sister was trying 
to force her way into the home. 
     Defense attorney Nick Carter says it's the first time he knows 
of that the castle doctrine has come into play since it went into 
effect last summer. 
    The castle doctrine law allows people to use lethal force to 
defend their "castle" against intruders. 
Information from: The Gillette News Record - Gillette, 
http://www.gillettenewsrecord.com 
http://www.ktvq.com/Global/story.asp?S=10595068 
 

09-06-25  Pastor Urges His Flock to Bring Guns to Church 

   LOUISVILLE, Ky. — Ken Pagano, the pastor of the New 
Bethel Church here, is passionate about gun rights. He shoots 
regularly at the local firing range, and his sermon two weeks ago 
was on “God, Guns, Gospel and Geometry.” And on Saturday 
night, he is inviting his congregation of 150 and others to wear or 
carry their firearms into the sanctuary to “celebrate our rights as 
Americans!” as a promotional flier for the “open carry 
celebration” puts it.  
   “God and guns were part of the foundation of this country,” Mr. 
Pagano, 49, said Wednesday in the small brick Assembly of God 
church, where a large wooden cross hung over the altar and two 
American flags jutted from side walls. “I don’t see any 
contradiction in this. Not every Christian denomination is 
pacifist.” 
     The bring-your-gun-to-church day, which will include a $1 
raffle of a handgun, firearms safety lessons and a picnic, is 
another sign that the gun culture in the United States is thriving 
despite, or perhaps because of, President Obama’s election in 
November. 
   Last year, the National Rifle Association ran a multimillion-
dollar advertising campaign against Mr. Obama, stoking fears 
that he would be the most antigun president in history and that 
firearms would be confiscated. One worry was that a Democratic 
president and Congress would reinstitute the assault-weapons 
ban, which expired in 2004. 
    But there is little support for the ban. Mr. Obama and his party 
have largely ignored gun-control issues, and the president even 
signed a measure that will allow firearms in national parks. 
   Still, the fear remains that Mr. Obama, and his attorney general, 
Eric H. Holder Jr., will crack down on guns sooner or later. That 
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— along with the faltering economy, which gun sellers say has 
spurred purchases for self-defense — has fueled a record surge in 
gun sales. 
    “Every president wants to be re-elected, and gun bans are 
pretty much a nonstarter for getting re-elected,” said Win 
Underwood, owner of the Bluegrass Indoor Range here. “What I 
suspect is going to happen is, Obama’s going to cool his jets until 
he can get re-elected, and then he’ll start building his legacy in 
these hot-button areas.”  
    When Mr. Obama was elected in November, federal instant 
background checks, the best indicator of gun sales, jumped 42 
percent over the previous November. Every month since then, the 
number of checks has been higher than the year before, although 
the postelection surge may be tapering off, as all surges 
eventually do. While the number of checks in April increased 30 
percent from the year before, the number of checks in May 
(1,023,102) was only 15 percent higher than in May 2008. 
    The National Rifle Association says its membership is up 30 
percent since November. And several states have recently passed 
laws allowing gun owners to carry firearms in more places — 
bars, restaurants, cars and parks. 
   “We have a very active agenda in all 50 states,” said Chris W. 
Cox, legislative director of the N.R.A., widely considered the 
country’s most powerful lobby. “We have right-to-carry laws in 
over 40 states; 20 years ago, it was in just six.” 
Of the 40 states with right-to-carry laws, 20 allow guns in 
churches. 
    Public attitudes also seem to be turning more sympathetic to 
gun owners. In April, the Pew Research Center found for the first 
time that almost as many people said it was more important to 
protect the rights of gun owners (45 percent) than to control gun 
ownership (49 percent). Just a year ago, Pew said, 58 percent said 
gun control was more important than the rights of gun owners (37 
percent). 
     Gun-control advocates say they feel increasingly ineffective, 
especially after a recent spate of high-profile shootings, including 
last month’s murder, inside a church in Kansas, of a doctor who 
performed late-term abortions.  
    “We’ve definitely been marginalized,” said Pam Gersh, a 
public relations consultant here who helped organize a rally in 
Louisville in 2000, to coincide with the Million Mom March 
against guns in Washington. 
    “The Brady Campaign and other similar organizations who 
advocate sensible gun responsibility laws don’t have the money 
and the political power — not even close,” she said. “This pastor 
is obviously crossing a line here and saying ‘I can even take my 
guns to church, and there is nothing you can do about it.’ ” 
    In Louisville, Ky., a sign that American gun culture is thriving 
despite, or perhaps because of, President Obama. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/06/26/us/26guns.html?_r=2 
 

09-06-25  Sessions questions Sotomayor's view on gun rights 

   WASHINGTON — Sen. Jeff Sessions took aim Wednesday at 
U.S. Supreme Court nominee Sonia Sotomayor's position on gun 
ownership rights, warning at a news conference that one recent 
ruling would "eviscerate" constitutional protections in much of 
the country if it were to become law.  

   "This is a very significant case," the Mobile Republican told 
reporters at the U.S. Capitol.  
    A lawyer for one prominent gun control group said afterward 
that Sotomayor, currently a federal appellate judge in New York, 
was simply following an 1886 U.S. Supreme Court decision that 
the constitutional right to keep and bear arms, enshrined in the 
Second Amendment, does not apply to restrictions imposed by 
states and local governments.  
    "That's what you want in a judge — someone who respects 
precedent and knows that role," said Daniel Vice, senior attorney 
at the Washington, D.C.-based Brady Center to Prevent Gun 
Violence.  
      Sotomayor, who sits on the 2nd U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals, was nominated last month by President Barack Obama 
to replace retiring Justice David Souter. Majority Democrats on 
the Senate Judiciary Committee plan to begin hearings on her 
nomination July 13. Barring some damaging disclosure, 
Sotomayor is expected to win confirmation.  
    Sessions, the Judiciary Committee's top Republican, has a lead 
role in shaping the opposition response. As GOP lawmakers have 
sharpened their questioning of Sotomayor's record this week, he 
was joined at Wednesday's news conference by Republican Sens. 
John Cornyn of Texas, Jim DeMint of South Carolina and Orrin 
Hatch of Utah.  
    Sotomayor's decisions on Second Amendment cases appear "to 
have unnecessarily minimized and confined the scope and 
vitality" of that right, Hatch said.  
    The case in question, Maloney v. Cuomo, stems from a legal 
challenge to a New York state law barring possession of a martial 
arts weapon known as a nunchaku. In January, Sotomayor was 
part of a three-judge panel that upheld the law. In their unsigned 
six-page ruling, the three cited the 1886 high court decision that 
the Second Amendment is "a limitation only upon the power of 
Congress and the national government and not upon that of the 
state."  
Although the U.S. Supreme Court last year struck down the 
District of Columbia's gun law on Second Amendment grounds, 
that represented a special case because the district is "a federal 
enclave," said Robert Cottrol, a law professor at George 
Washington University, located in the nation's capital.  
    The Maloney case is one of three similar lawsuits that could 
give the nation's high court the chance to settle the issue for other 
state and local governments. Earlier this month, a federal 
appellate court panel in Chicago that included two well-known 
conservative judges rejected a challenge to that city's handgun 
law on the same grounds cited in the 2nd Circuit decision. In the 
third case, a federal appeals court in California also upheld a 
local gun ordinance, but did affirm the individual right to gun 
ownership that was at the crux of the District of Columbia 
challenge.  
   "It's hard to read Judge Sotomayor from what she has done in" 
the Maloney case, Cottrol said. "My guess is that she wouldn't be 
at the forefront of Second Amendment rights, but we really don't 
have that much evidence to go on."  
http://www.al.com/news/press-
register/metro.ssf?/base/news/1245921354271580.xml&coll=3 
 

09-06-25  Fight led to shotgun blast in Washington 
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    A convicted felon accused of shooting over the head of a 
Washington man was arraigned Wednesday before Senior 
District Judge Marjorie Teagarden on charges of reckless 
endangerment and illegally possessing a firearm.  
    Teagarden set Landon Lovewell's straight bail at $25,000. 
Lovewell, 44, of 122 Wellington Drive, Washington, did not post 
bail and was returned to Washington County Jail.  
    Washington police responded to an altercation with shots fired 
on Wellington Drive around 8 p.m. Tuesday. Witnesses identified 
Lovewell as the man who fired a 20-gauge shotgun at Thomas 
Allen, according to a police report.  
   Police said Lovewell was in a fight with Allen and then ran into 
his home to get a shotgun.  
   He came back out of his house and walked up to Allen. 
Lovewell was standing about six feet away from Allen when he 
fired a shot over Allen's head, the police report states.  
   Allen fled the area. Washington police took Lovewell into 
custody and determined he was a convicted felon. Police also 
seized the shotgun. 
   Lovewell was charged with reckless endangering and illegal 
possession of a firearm. His preliminary hearing was set for July 
6 before Teagarden. 
http://www.observer-reporter.com/OR/Story/06-25-Shooting-
followup 
 

09-06-24  Even cops losing their jobs in recession 

     CHICAGO (AP) -- As hundreds of jobs in Chicago's police 
department go unfilled, officers who once patrolled the streets 
with partners are riding alone in what some cops bitterly call 
"rolling coffins." 
     In a Pennsylvania town that disbanded its three-member police 
force, Anita Gricar worries that officers from the neighboring 
town won't come fast enough if she calls for help. She also misses 
the comfort that came from having officers who knew everyone 
and everything about Versailles, Pa., population 1,700. 
   "They knew your house, they knew when your tomatoes are 
red," Gricar said. 
   This is what the nation's economic crisis looks like in law 
enforcement. As tax revenue shrivels, police agencies that for 
years were bulletproof when it came to funding are tightening 
their belts. Some worry that criminals will take advantage of the 
situation. 
   "There are consequences for every cut that is made. With the 
recession, people out of work, criminal offenses are going to go 
up ... immediately," said Steve Dye, an assistant police chief in 
Garland, Texas, and an International Association of Chiefs of 
Police official. 
   Exactly how many officers are losing their jobs and how many 
positions are going unfilled are unclear. But one after another, 
departments are telling the International Association of Chiefs of 
Police that officers are being laid off or taking furloughs, 
positions are being left vacant, and police forces are closing or 
consolidating. 
   "I've been in law enforcement for 25 years and if you would 
have talked about laying off policemen, people would not have 
believed you," Dye said. 
   The cuts come as police departments are being asked to take on 
more responsibilities, such as investigating domestic terrorism, 

said John Firman, director of research for the police chiefs 
association. 
  There is some help on the way, in the form of federal stimulus 
money, but the need may far outstrip the aid. For example, the $1 
billion that the Justice Department's Community Oriented 
Policing Services received to hire officers nationwide is less than 
one-eighth of the money agencies requested, said Fred Wilson, 
director of operations at the National Sheriffs' Association. 
   In the Southern California community of El Monte, dominated 
by huge car dealerships, the police department laid off 17 of its 
148 officers as three of the dealerships went under and sales at 
the others plummeted, reducing the town's tax revenue. 
  In Chicago, with a police force of about 13,000, the number of 
vacancies has climbed to more than 400 since January 2008 
because the department is not hiring to keep up with the number 
of officers who leave. The city could be down 800 officers by the 
end of the year, said Mark Donahue, president of the police 
union. 
   The danger of one-person squad cars was seen last summer in 
Chicago when Officer Richard Francis, riding alone, responded 
to a disturbance involving a mentally ill woman. During a 
struggle, the woman allegedly grabbed Francis' gun and killed the 
27-year veteran. 
   "On calls like the one he was responding to at the time, they are 
being put at risk in one-man cars," Donahue said. 
   Also, more cops are being attacked on the streets, and police 
say that is because they can no longer flood the scene with 
officers when they respond to a call. The number of incidents of 
battery against a police officer in Chicago rose from 2,677 to 
3,158 between 2007 and 2008, according to department statistics. 
   In Broward County, Fla., Sheriff Al Lamberti worries that 
attacks by inmates on deputies and each other will increase 
because he must lay off 68 of his 1,500 jail deputies. In addition, 
100 civilians are being laid off at the county's jails, which house 
about 5,000 people. 
   In addition, he has eliminated jail programs that, among other 
things, help inmates overcome addiction and stop beating their 
kids. 
   "We are at the point where we are literally out of options," 
Lamberti said. "I never thought in a million years this would 
happen." 
   In El Monte, layoffs forced the department to shut down 
programs such as one in which officers served as mentors to 
young people likely to get into trouble. 
  "Now we're going to be responding when a kid slaps his mom 
instead of having him in a program where they can teach him to 
respect his parents," said Lt. Charles Carlson. 
   In Kansas City, Mo., only 45 police officer jobs have gone 
unfilled, but there is a very real possibility that the 31 cadets 
scheduled to graduate in August will be laid off before they can 
even start work. 
   "And we may not be able to have another academy class until 
2011," said Maj. David Zimmerman. 
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_MELTDOWN_POLI
CE_DEPARTMENTS?SITE=MOCOD&SECTION=HOME&T
EMPLATE=DEFAULT 
 

09-06-24  Undercover Houston police officer, suspect killed 
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   HOUSTON – Police in Houston say one of their undercover 
officers and a suspect have been killed in a shootout. 
   The officer was investigating sales of stolen TVs when he met a 
group of suspects in a drug store parking lot Tuesday night. 
   Police spokesman Victor Senties says money was exchanged 
with undercover officers when the buyer shot 42-year-old Officer 
Henry Canales. 
  A second officer shot and killed the suspect, who was not 
immediately identified. 
   Three other suspects who drove away were later caught. 
    Police Chief Harold Hurtt said early Wednesday Canales was 
an outstanding officer and individual who had been with the 
department 16 years. 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20090624/ap_on_re_us/us_houston_
officer_killed 
 

09-06-24  Felon jailed after city gunfire 

    A convicted felon was arrested Tuesday by city police after he 
fired a shotgun at a man following an altercation in the backyard 
of his home at 122 Wellington Ave.  
    The victim, Thomas Allen, who lives in the West End of 
Washington, fled the scene, but police do not believe he was 
struck by a bullet.  
   City police Officer Joshua Rush said the suspect, whose name 
was not available at press time, was scheduled to be arraigned at 
midnight.  
   "The guy fired a shot and as far as we know, he didn't hit 
anything. But he's a convicted felon, and he's not supposed to 
have a firearm," Rush said.  
   The man will face several charges, including reckless 
endangerment.  
    A woman who witnessed the incident said she saw two men 
arguing with Allen and then watched one man go into his shed 
and return with a shotgun.  
    She said the man aimed the gun "toward (Allen's) head but 
angled up," and she saw Allen cover his face with his arms as the 
man fired the weapon.  
     "When I saw the gun, I said, 'I have to call 9-1-1,'" she said. 
"It's crazy. When you are bringing all this stuff around here, and 
there are kids who live here, it has to stop." 
http://www.observer-reporter.com/OR/Story/06-24-shooting-in-
city 
 

09-06-23  Police say teen was shot then dismembered by 

chainsaw 

    COATESVILLE, Pa. - June 23, 2009 (WPVI) -- The Chester 
County District Attorney's Office announced the arrests of 29-
year-old Laquanta Chapman and 19-year-old Bryan Byrd 
following a 7-month investigation.  
   Both defendants are charged with criminal homicide, 
aggravated assault, possession of instruments of a crime, abuse of 
corpse, criminal conspiracy, and related offenses concerning the 
disappearance and murder of 16-year-old Aaron Turner of 
Coatesville, Pennsylvania.  
    Turner's mother reported him missing on Thursday, October 
30, 2008. She said he disappeared while he was walking to the 
CYWA in Coatesville.  

   On November 15, 2008 police executed During the search 
police found numerous firearms and drugs in the house.  
   Police also uncovered trash bags containing bloody clothing. 
One trash bag had the severed remains of a dog inside. In 
addition investigators discovered 2 chainsaws, which they 
believed had the smell of a decomposing human body.  
    Chapman and Byrd were both charged on November 16, 2008 
with multiple counts of firearm and drug violations. Chapman 
was also charged with animal cruelty charges. They are awaiting 
trial on those charges.  
  Chapman was interviewed and stated that the blood on the 
clothing came from a dog he had chopped up with the chainsaws. 
He also claimed that Turner had never been in his house.  
    Extensive DNA tests were run on the items found in 
Chapman's house and Turner's DNA was found in several 
locations in the basement. DNA was also found on a bloody 
jacket that had a bullet hole in it as well as a copper bullet 
fragment still attached. Turner's DNA was also on both chainsaws 
in the form of blood and human tissue. Furthermore, 2 items of 
clothing - sneakers and a tee shirt - had Turner's DNA on the 
outside and a mixture of Chapman and Turner's DNA on the 
inside, which leads investigators to believe that Chapman was 
wearing that clothing while using the chainsaws on Turner's 
body.  
   In a statement to police, Byrd stated that Chapman walked 
Turner down to the basement at gunpoint. Chapman asked Byrd 
to go upstairs and turn up the music as loud as possible. Byrd 
turned up the music and when he went back downstairs he 
watched Chapman and an unknown third party shoot and kill 
Aaron Turner. Chapman then, with Byrd's help, used 2 chainsaws 
to dismember Turner's body. They then placed Turner in garbage 
bags and put his remains out in the trash to be collected.  
   For several months police searched landfills where garbage was 
brought, in search for Aaron Turner. His body was never 
recovered.  
    The Chief Medical Examiner of Delaware has examined the 
evidence and concluded that Aaron Turner is dead and the 
manner of his death is homicide.  
http://abclocal.go.com/wpvi/story?section=news/take_action&id=
6880388 
 

09-06-23  After 4 years, verdict handed down in gun case 

   Almost four years after a federal jury convicted him for 
illegally possessing a firearm, a career criminal from West 
Philadelphia finally learned his punishment yesterday.  
    U.S. District Judge Jan DuBois sentenced the man, Jake Kelly, 
to 15 years behind bars, the mandatory minimum under federal 
law. Advisory sentencing guidelines had called for a sentence of 
close to 20 years.  
   But defense attorney Mark Cedrone argued that 15 years was 
more than sufficient punishment, adding that Kelly, 41, "may 
very well be innocent" of the crime.  
   Kelly addressed the court before sentencing, prompting DuBois 
to note that he was "of the view that the evidence against him was 
weak."  
     DuBois rejected a defense plea to allow Kelly, who had been 
free on bail, to self-surrender in 45 days and ordered him taken 
into custody immediately.  
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   Assistant U.S. Attorney Leo Tsao said that Kelly had "not 
accepted responsibility" for his actions, and that his criminal 
history was "simply, simply extraordinary."  
  He noted that Kelly had three prior state felony drug 
convictions.  
  Cedrone appealed Kelly's conviction in 2005. (He convinced 
DuBois that a new trial was warranted, but couldn't prevail at the 
appellate level.)  
   Kelly was arrested by Philadelphia police in May 2004 after 
police went to a neighborhood bar, Cafe Breezes, on Columbia 
Avenue near 52nd Street, to investigate possible illegal activity 
there, court papers said. (The feds later adopted the case and 
charged Kelly with possession of a firearm by a convicted felon 
in September 2004.)  
   An arresting officer testified at Kelly's trial that a gun with an 
obliterated serial number fell from Kelly's lap as she was 
observing him.  
   After his conviction in July 2005, Kelly asked for a new trial, in 
part, because new evidence - which the defense contended was 
discovered after the trial - would likely result in his acquittal.  
   At a subsequent court hearing in June 2006, Victor Jones, who 
was in Cafe Breezes at the time of Kelly's arrest, testified that 
Kelly "was wrongly arrested" and that someone had thrown the 
gun at Kelly. Jones said that he didn't say anything at the time of 
the incident because he didn't want to get involved in the case, 
court papers said.  
   DuBois ruled in August 2006 that a new trial was warranted 
based on Jones' testimony. The feds quickly appealed DuBois' 
decision to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit.  
   Two years later, in August 2008, the Third Circuit reversed 
DuBois' order for a new trial and remanded the case back to 
DuBois for sentencing.  
     Cedrone said yesterday in court that neither he nor Kelly had 
decided what the appropriate avenue for appeal was. *  
http://www.philly.com/philly/hp/news_update/48836602.html 
 

09-06-23  Canada Gun registry hasn't 'saved a single life' 

   As Parliament breaks for summer, the opposition is mobilizing 
to stop a private member's bill to scrap the long gun registry. Yet 
there is no convincing research showing that the gun registry has 
saved a single life. 
    The homicide rate had fallen impressively before 2001, when 
the long gun registry started, but has remained relatively stable 
since. In 1991, the homicide rate was 2.7 per 100,000, in 1996, 
the homicide rate was down to 2.1 and by 2000, it had slid to 1.8. 
By 2005, the homicide rate had risen to 2.0. 
    The gun registry had no impact on suicide rates either, even if 
Canadian suicide rates have declined both before and after 2001. 
The national suicide rate was 12.6 per 100,000 in 1991, 13.3 in 
1996 and 11.7 in 2000. Since 2001, the suicide rate has declined 
very little; it was down slightly to 11.6 in 2005. 
     It is time to pull the plug on the long gun registry. The present 
Canadian firearms program was misdirected from the beginning. 
It focused exclusively on normal law-abiding people who 
happened to own firearms, rather than on violent criminals. It 
should come as no surprise that it hasn't been effective in either 
saving lives or in combatting criminal violence. 

   Gary Mauser, professor emeritus, Institute for Canadian Urban 
Research Studies, Faculty of Business Administration, Simon 
Fraser University, Burnaby, B. C. 
http://www.nationalpost.com/opinion/story.html?id=1722611 
 

09-06-23  Drop your weapon 

   Is there a gun fight brewing over hunter's rights and game 
warden demands? 
   What should a hunter do when a game warden asks him for his 
gun?  
 One would think every hunter in the U.S. would know the 
answer to that question.  
    State agencies and the NRA say: "Do whatever the officer tells 
you." 
   But it's apparently not that simple, as some citizens and 
Wisconsin officials are finding out. 
    Citizens have a right to bear arms. Game wardens have the 
right to disarm. But what if no crime is evident? 
    Most hunters in the field offer their guns to wardens who ask, 
"Would you like me to hold your gun while you get your 
license?" or other questions that end up with you giving your 
consent.  
    Mark Palan, a former hunter educator in Wisconsin, isn't one 
of them. In fact, he said hunters across the U.S. "lack get up and 
go" to defend their gun rights.  
    "Many hunters and gun owners have lost sight of the Bill of 
Rights because of complicated state laws," said Palan, who taught 
hundreds of new hunters for more than 14 years. "We've been 
treated as if we are guilty until proven innocent, and it's getting 
worse."  
     Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources officials didn't 
like what went on in Palan's classroom. The DNR fired the 
volunteer in 2008 because they said he was not following 
"agency standards."  
What's the law? 
    To find out the rules and regulations concerning firearm 
possession in your state, you can call your state attorney's office. 
Ask for specific state laws that govern law enforcement's ability 
to temporarily detain your gun.  
Alabama (334) 242-7300  
Alaska (907) 465-3600  
Arizona (602) 542-4266 
Arkansas (800) 482-8982  
California (916) 445-9555  
Colorado (303) 866-4500  
Connecticut (860) 808-5318  
Delaware (302) 577-8338  
District of Columbia (202) 724-1305 
Florida (850) 414-3300  
Georgia (404) 656-3300  
Hawaii (808) 586-1500  
Idaho (208) 334-2400  
Illinois (312) 814-3000 
Indiana (317) 232-6201  
Iowa (515) 281-5164  
Kansas (785) 296-2215  
Kentucky (502) 696-5300  
Louisiana 225-326-6000  
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Maine (207) 626-8800  
Maryland (410) 576-6300  
Massachusetts (617) 727-2200  
Michigan (517) 373-1110  
Minnesota (651) 296-3353  
Mississippi (601) 359-3680  
Missouri (573) 751-3321  
Montana (406) 444-2026  
Nebraska (402) 471-2682  
Nevada (775) 684-1100  
New Hampshire (603) 271-3658 
New Jersey (609) 292-8740  
New Mexico (505) 827-6000  
New York (518) 474-7330  
North Carolina (919) 716-6400  
North Dakota (701) 328-2210  
Ohio (614) 466-4320  
Oklahoma (405) 521-3921  
Oregon (503) 378-4732  

Pennsylvania (717) 787-3391  
Puerto Rico (787) 721-2900  
Rhode Island (401) 274-4400  
South Carolina (803) 734-3970  
South Dakota (605) 773-3215  
Tennessee (615) 741-5860  
Texas (512) 463-2100  
Utah (801) 538-9600  
Vermont (802) 828-3173  
Virginia (804) 786-2071  
Washington (360) 753-6200  
West Virginia (304) 558-2021  
Wisconsin (608) 266-1221  
Wyoming (307) 777-7841 
   Yet the debate continues in the Badger State as newspapers rail 
against the state, and hunters sign petitions demanding certain 
wardens are fired.  
   The controversy began in a public way when Palan invited 
conservation officer Joseph Frost to speak to a hunter education 
class, which met at Palan's Highland, Wisc., sporting goods store.  
    When a question about handing a firearm to a game warden 
came up, a 13-year-old student disagreed with Frost. 
    "That's not what our instructor taught us," the boy said. 
  Sparks flew between the instructor and the officer as a heated 
debate ensued over probable cause, illegal seizures and officer 
safety.  
    Palan demanded the officer leave his store. 
    Soon after, Timothy Lawhern, the DNR's hunter education 
administrator, canned Palan.  
   Law enforcement officers expect to always be obeyed always, 
Lawhern said. 
Some states, such as Colorado, have a history of case law, and 
there is no question about when to hand over a gun. Hand it over 
"on demand" to any law enforcement officer, according to their 
state law.  
   Wisconsin does not have an explicit law demanding citizens 
hand over guns, admits Lawhern, the hunter education 
administrator.  

   "Consent search" is the way Wisconsin officers deal with 
hunters in the field. The officer asks to check a weapon to 
confirm it complies with state and federal law, and the hunter 
complies.  
    If he doesn't comply? If there is no probable cause, and no 
compelling reason to check the weapon, such as a suspicion that a 
shotgun isn't plugged, Lawhern said he would not push the issue. 
He would not demand the hunter hand over his weapon.  
     Lawhern has no regrets. Palan's firing was not about law, he 
said, but about what the DNR wants educators to teach future 
hunters. 
  "We asked him to comply with our standards. He did not." 
    Wisconsin's attorney general seemed to back up Palan's view 
in a recent statement about gun seizures. 
    Wisconsin is one of 44 U.S. states that are "open carry" states, 
meaning citizens can carry a firearm as long as it is not 
concealed. There has been debate about how law enforcement 
officers should react to someone carrying a gun in public, so the 
state's attorney general tried to clear things up for officers and 
prosecutors.  
   Attorney General J.B. Van Hollen cited the 1991 Supreme 
Court case of Florida v. Bostick as guidance for Wisconsin 
officers on the street or in the fields today.  
"An officer may approach and question someone as long as the 
questions, the circumstances and the officer's behavior do not 
convey to the subject that he must comply with the requests," said 
Hollen's memo. "The person approached need not answer any 
question. As long as he or she remains free to walk away, there 
has been no intrusion on liberty requiring a particularized and 
objective Fourth Amendment justification." 
   As Wisconsin hunter and lawyer Michael F. Hupy put it, if a 
person says "no," then the issue is whether the warden had 
probable cause.  
   Otherwise later charges wouldn't hold up in many courts, 
including Wisconsin's.  
"Probable cause cannot be based on refusal to consent to a 
search," Hupy told ESPNOutsdoors.com. "There can be no 
penalty for asserting one's rights." 
    It has been established in federal courts that conservation 
officers do have the authority to check weapons for compliance 
with state and federal laws.  
    For example, a warden can field-check your shotgun during 
waterfowl season to confirm it holds no more than three shells, 
said Stephen P. Halbrook, who wrote a Friend-of-the-Court brief 
in last year's landmark Heller v. District of Columbia. 
    "The courts of most or all states have upheld special inspection 
over hunters, such as checking bags for limits, examining 
firearms for magazine capacity, and other search activities for 
compliance with hunting regulations," he said.  
    But without more evidence that something is wrong, officials 
look to state law to justify taking a weapon, even temporarily.  
   However, if there is probable cause or if the gun would be 
evidence — for example, the hunter was carrying a center fire 
rifle during muzzleloader season — then there's no question that 
a hunter must hand over a gun for inspection or even 
impoundment.  
Much is riding on this conflict. 
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   Hunters feel compelled to defend their rights against any 
zealous state or federal agent who seeks power over law-abiding 
citizens. 
     Conservation officers deserve to control field checks in order 
to ensure their own safety. 
     Further misinformation could lead to confusion in the fields. 
And that could mean escalation of simple gun checks into a tragic 
event for a gun holders and conservation officer alike.  
   In his 20 years as a conservation officer, Lawhern said only one 
person declined to give him a gun during a field inspection.  
     "He pointed the gun at me and said he was going to shoot 
me," Lawhern said.  
After his first request, the officer then told the man to give him 
the gun.  
   Lawhern didn't ask a third time, and disarmed him.  
http://sports.espn.go.com/outdoors/hunting/news/story?id=42820
16 
 

09-06-22  More than 800 gun buyers on US terrorist list 

   AP) — WASHINGTON - More than 800 gun purchases were 
approved after background checks in the last five years even 
though the buyers' names were on the U.S. government's terrorist 
watch list, investigators said Monday. 
    Being on the watch list is not among the nine factors, such as a 
felony conviction, that disqualify someone from buying a gun 
under federal law. More than 900 background checks between 
February 2004 and February 2009 turned up names on the watch 
list, and all but 98 were allowed to go through. 
   The watch list-maintained by the FBI and used by federal, state 
and local law enforcement agencies-is meant to identify known or 
suspected terrorists. However, the list has drawn criticism over 
the years for mistakes that have led to questioning and searches 
of innocent people 
    The Government Accountability Office, the watchdog arm of 
Congress, provided the updated statistics in a new report. The 
GAO issued a report on the watch-list loophole in 2005, but no 
changes have been made to the law. 
   "The current law simply defies common sense," Sen. Frank 
Lautenberg said in a statement Monday. 
    Lautenberg, a Democrat, has been calling for years to close the 
"terror gap" in the gun law and introduced legislation Monday to 
address this concern. "Known and suspected terrorists are 
exploiting a major loophole in our law, threatening our families 
and our communities," he said. 
   In 2007, the Justice Department supported legislation that 
would address the gap, but Congress did not act on it. 
  The Justice Department had no immediate comment Monday on 
the GAO findings. 
   The top lobbyist for the National Rifle Association said the 
terrorist watch list has names of people who should not be on the 
list. 
    "Law-abiding Americans should not be treated like terrorists," 
the NRA's Chris Cox said. "To deny law-abiding people due 
process and their Second Amendment rights based on a secret list 
is not how we do things in America." 
   The Second Amendment of the U.S. Constitution says 
Americans can possess arms. 

http://www.lehighvalleylive.com/newsflash/index.ssf?/base/natio
nal-4/124570350085570.xml&storylist=new_topstories 
 

09-06-22  Some UK Forces Say No to Tasers 

   Several major British police forces say they are refusing the 
government's calls to extend the use of Taser stun guns to 
thousands of officers. 
    The Sussex Police have joined the London Metropolitan Police 
in refusing to extend the use of Tasers to officers who are not 
specially trained to wield the weapons, The Daily Telegraph 
reported Monday. 
    Still undecided on whether to roll out the non-lethal weapons 
to more officers are the South Yorkshire Police and Devon and 
Cornwall Constabulary, the newspaper said. 
   Concerns over providing 10,000 such weapons to 30,000 
officers nationwide have reportedly been sparked by video 
footage from Nottingham, England, that appeared to depict an 
officer shocking a man at least twice while he was lying on the 
floor. 
    "Tasers should be left in the hands of specially trained firearms 
officers," Tom Brake, a Liberal Democrat home affairs 
spokesman, told the Telegraph. "By making Tasers available to 
30,000 officers we are descending down the slippery slope 
towards fully armed, U.S.-style policing." 
http://www.officer.com/web/online/Top-News-Stories/Some-UK-
Forces-Say-No-to-Tasers-/1$47172 
 

09-06-22  Shots Strike Pennsylvania Police Car 

 There was more gun violence in Harrisburg over the weekend.  
  Officers were responding to a shots-fired call in the 100 block 
of North Summit Street  Saturday afternoon when they saw a 
suspicious car and followed it onto Cameron Street.  
Officers were responding to a shots-fired call in the 100 block of 
North Summit Street   Saturday afternoon when they saw a 
suspicious car and followed it onto Cameron Street.  
   One of the people inside fired several shots, hitting the patrol 
car's windshield. No officers were hit.  
   When the car stopped, police arrested the three occupants, one 
of whom had a gunshot wound to the leg.  
  Police also found a man in a parking lot in the 100 block of 
North Summit Street with a gunshot wound to the head.  
http://www.officer.com/online/article.jsp?siteSection=1&id=471
70 
 

09-06-22  Armed Trio Robs a North Philadelphia 

McDonald's 

   Police were hunting three men who robbed a North 
Philadelphia fast food restaurant early Monday morning. 
   The incident happened about 2:30am at the McDonald's 
restaurant at 22nd and Lehigh. 
   Police say the bandits were all wearing black masks and 
wielding handguns when they crawled into the building through a 
drive-thru window. 
   Investigators say the three gunmen tied up several employees 
with plastic ties and cleaned out cash registers and the safe of 
about $2,000. The gang also took some credits cards and a cell 
phone from one of the  employees before fleeing. 
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   The employees eventually broke free and notified police.  No 
one was hurt.  
http://www.kyw1060.com/Armed-Trio-Robs-a-North-
Philadelphia-McDonald-s/4649878 
 

09-06-22  More than 800 gun buyers on terrorist watch list 

    WASHINGTON – More than 800 gun purchases were 
approved after background checks in the last five years even 
though the buyers' names were on the government's terrorist 
watch list, investigators said Monday. 
   Being on the watch list is not among the nine factors, such as a 
felony conviction, that disqualify someone from buying a gun 
under federal law. More than 900 background checks between 
February 2004 and February 2009 turned up names on the watch 
list, and all but 98 were allowed to go through. 
    The watch list — maintained by the FBI and used by federal, 
state and local law enforcement agencies — is meant to identify 
known or suspected terrorists. However, the list has drawn 
criticism over the years for mistakes that have led to questioning 
and searches of innocent people. 
    The Government Accountability Office, the watchdog arm of 
Congress, provided the updated statistics in a new report. The 
GAO issued a report on the watch-list loophole in 2005, but no 
changes have been made to the law. 
"The current law simply defies common sense," Sen. Frank 
Lautenberg said in a statement Monday. 
      Lautenberg, D-N.J., has been calling for years to close the 
"terror gap" in the gun law and introduced legislation Monday to 
address this concern. "Known and suspected terrorists are 
exploiting a major loophole in our law, threatening our families 
and our communities," he said. 
    The FBI plans to analyze where people on the watch list are 
trying to purchase guns as well as other information, the GAO 
said. 
    There are about 400,000 people on the terror watch list, 
according to the FBI. Over the past two years, the agency has 
looked at 830 people who believe they are on the watch list by 
mistake. For privacy and national security reasons, the FBI does 
not acknowledge whether a person has been removed from the 
list. 
    The top lobbyist for the National Rifle Association said the 
terrorist watch list has poor integrity. 
     "Law-abiding Americans should not be treated like terrorists," 
the NRA's Chris Cox said. "To deny law-abiding people due 
process and their Second Amendment rights based on a secret list 
is not how we do things in America." 
    In 2007, the Justice Department supported legislation that 
would address the gap, but Congress did not act on it. 
     The Justice Department is reviewing Lautenberg's bill, 
department spokesman Dean Boyd said. 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/us_watch_list_guns 
 

09-06-21 McKeesport woman shot to death during robbery  

    A McKeesport woman was shot to death early yesterday by 
two robbers who were seeking valuables and marijuana, 
Allegheny County homicide detectives said. 
    The accused killer described how he shot Tammi Heckman 
when she tried to flee during the robbery at her home in the 200 

block of Perry Street, according to an affidavit filed by police. 
When questioned by investigators, Michael Evans, one of the two 
suspects, admitted that he fired three shots at Ms. Heckman, the 
affidavit states. 
    The first bullet missed. She was struck by the second round, 
and the third shot "put her down," Mr. Evans is quoted as telling 
investigators. 
     Ms. Heckman, 40, was pronounced dead on the back porch of 
her home, police said. The Allegheny County medical examiner's 
office said she died of multiple wounds to the trunk. 
   Mr. Evans, 24, of Homewood, and the other suspect, Calvin 
Loving, 22, of Wilkinsburg, were arraigned last night on charges 
of homicide, robbery and conspiracy. Mr. Evans also was 
charged with a weapons violation because, as a convicted felon, 
he was prohibited from possessing a firearm. He pleaded guilty in 
August 2007 to committing a burglary. 
   Police were summoned at 1:28 a.m. yesterday and were met by 
several witnesses who directed them to Ms. Heckman's body. 
Witnesses also reported the suspects were seen carrying a bag 
when they left her house. 
    One witness told police he followed the suspects as they 
hurried away. The witness still was following the men when 
McKeesport police spotted them walking along Erie Street. 
   Mr. Loving told investigators that he and Mr. Evans had 
planned the robbery for about two weeks. They believed a man 
who also lived at the house kept pounds of marijuana there, 
police said. That man's relationship to Ms. Heckman was not 
clear yesterday. 
   The two encountered Ms. Heckman outside the house and 
ordered her inside,     where Mr. Evans pulled his pistol and 
forced her to lie face down on the kitchen floor. Mr. Loving 
already had begun searching the residence for money -- as much 
as $50,000 -- drugs and valuables, according to the affidavit. 
    Mr. Loving told police he'd just walked down the stairs from 
the second floor when he heard three shots. Mr. Evans told police 
that he had kept Ms.     Heckman under guard, but he shot her 
when she jumped up and tried to run, according to the affidavit. 
   Police said Mr. Loving also turned over valuables that he said 
he took from Ms. Heckman's home. The two men are being held 
without bail in the county jail, pending a preliminary hearing 
scheduled for Friday. http://www.post-
gazette.com/pg/09172/978917-55.stm 
 

09-06-21  GAO Issues Misleading Report on Mexico Violence 

and U.S. Guns 

   The General Accounting Office (GAO) of the United States has 
released a study on firearms trafficking and violence in Mexico. 
    The report, which NSSF is still reviewing, appears to be rife 
with error. Consider the following claim: “According to U.S. and 
Mexican government officials, these firearms have been 
increasingly more powerful and lethal in recent years. For 
example, many of these firearms are high-caliber and high-
powered, such as AK and AR-15 type semiautomatic rifles.” 
     These rifles, of course, are no more “powerful” or “lethal” 
than any other lawful rifle, and they fire ammunition that is 
considerably less powerful than other hunting rifles. 
    The report has also led to a revival of false allegations 
regarding recovered firearms in Mexico. As the trade association 
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for the firearms industry, we believe it is important to set the 
record straight (and separate fact from fiction): 
   Some 29,000 firearms were recovered in Mexico last year, of 
which approximately 5,000 were traced to U.S. sources. That 
means more than 80 percent of the firearms recovered in Mexico 
were not traced to the United States. Furthermore, according to 
the ATF, those firearms traced were originally sold at retail not 
recently, but on average 14 years earlier. This is completely 
inconsistent with any notion that a flood of newly purchased 
firearms are being illegally smuggled over the border into 
Mexico. And let's not forget, no retail firearms sale can be made 
in the U.S. until after a criminal background check on the 
purchaser has been completed. 
    In recent years as many as 150,000 Mexican soldiers, 17,000 
last year alone, defected to go work for the drug cartels -- 
bringing their American-made service-issued firearms with them. 
It has also been well documented that the drug cartels are 
illegally smuggling fully automatic firearms, grenades and other 
weapons into Mexico from South and Central America. Such 
items are not being purchased at retail firearms stores in the 
United States. 
   Although it’s understandable that Mexican authorities and 
sympathetic American agencies are frustrated with cartel-related 
violence, it is wrong for anyone to blame the Second Amendment 
and America’s firearms industry for those problems. 
    Members of the firearms industry take seriously the criminal 
acquisition and misuse of their products. This is why our industry 
supports the Southwest Border Violence Reduction Act of 2009, 
sponsored by Sen. Bingaman (D-NM), and will continue to work 
cooperatively with law enforcement. For nearly a decade, our 
industry has partnered with the ATF in a national campaign 
called Don’t Lie for the Other Guy that makes the public aware 
that it is a serious crime to illegally straw purchase a firearm. The 
program also helps ATF to educate firearms retailers to be better 
able to detect and prevent illegal straw purchases. Senior 
executives from NSSF will be continuing the acclaimed Don’t 
Lie campaign next week in both the Rio Grande Valley (Texas) 
and Houston (Texas). 
   Going through the full GAO report will take some time, but no 
one should be under any illusions; from what we’ve read so far, 
facts take a backseat to unfounded allegations and hyperbole. 
http://www.opposingviews.com/articles/opinion-gao-issues-
misleading-report-on-mexico-violence-and-u-s-guns 
 

09-06-21  Milwaukee police investigate 2nd killing in 2 days 

   MILWAUKEE  — Milwaukee police are investigating the 
city’s second homicide in as many days. 
  It happened just after 2 a.m. Sunday. Police say a 19-year-old 
man was shot and killed when two people approached him and 
told him to take his hands out of his pockets. 
  When the victim told them he had no money, police say, one of 
the suspects told the other to shoot. 
  Police say the gunmen fled in a green Geo Tracker. 
    Milwaukee police are also investigating the shooting death of a 
34-year-old man early Saturday. The victim had been shot in the 
chest several times. Police say he had a narcotics conviction and 
was wanted on a charge of being a felon in possession of a 
firearm. 

http://www.journaltimes.com/articles/2009/06/21/local_news/doc
4a3f0c335d4a8029865521.txt 
 

09-06-21  Easton Mayor Sal Panto plans to reintroduce 

ordinance that would require gun owners to report stolen 

firearms 

     EASTON | Despite city council's sound defeat last year of a 
law requiring that gun owners report their stolen firearms, Mayor 
Sal Panto Jr. said he plans to try again in the coming months.  
   Council voted 5-2 in November against a measure that would 
have required residents to report a missing handgun within 24 
hours of discovering the gun lost or stolen. Violators faced a 
$1,000 fine or 90 days in prison.  
   Panto told council members last week that Lancaster City 
Council a day earlier became the eighth Pennsylvania 
municipality to enact such legislation. Lancaster gives handgun 
owners 72 hours to report to police a lost or stolen firearm.  
   Panto said Tuesday he "certainly intends" to bring the 
legislation back to city council before year's end.  
  "We're just trying to regulate straw purchases," he said.  
   The mayor said he's meeting next week with mayors in the 
Route 222 Corridor Anti-Gang Initiative and will further discuss 
their reporting laws. Panto said he won't reintroduce the law until 
after he can provide city Solicitor William Murphy with more 
substantive reasons as to why other cities approved similar laws.  
  Murphy cautioned against approving a law that could prove 
indefensible in court.  
   Councilman Jeff Warren -- the only member who, with the 
mayor, voted in November to approve the law -- would fully 
support the measure a second time.  
   Other council members either withheld judgment or maintained 
their opposition.  
    Councilman Ken Brown said he'd like to hear what other 
municipalities are doing and why. Councilwoman Pam Panto said 
she might consider a revised ordinance.  
    "I'd have to see what (the mayor) is bringing back," she said. 
"Until I see what's brought back   I couldn't say I wouldn't vote 
for it."  
   Councilwoman Elinor Warner remains steadfastly opposed.  
   "If the state gives municipalities that right then fine," she said. 
"I don't see why we should pass a law that's not constitutional to 
pass. And I don't really care how many cities pass it."  
   Easton previously passed a political sign ordinance that was 
later overturned, and Councilwoman Sandra Vulcano said she's 
concerned about putting any more laws on the books the city can't 
defend.  
   "Maybe if we wait a few months I might be more comfortable if 
other municipalities do it, but I don't know if it will make a 
difference," Vulcano said.  
    The cities of Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Allentown, Lancaster, 
York, Harrisburg and Pottsville and Wilkinsburg borough, just 
outside Pittsburgh, each enacted a lost or stolen gun ordinance.  
   Max Nacheman, Pennsylvania coordinator for Mayors Against 
Illegal Guns, said Oxford Borough Council, Chester County, 
discussed an ordinance Monday and will bring the matter for a 
vote in the coming weeks. The mayors of Scranton and Wilkes-
Barre are the process of weighing their own reporting laws.  
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   The National Rifle Association Harrisburg liaison could not be 
reached for comment.  
   Joe Grace, executive director of CeaseFire PA, said the 
Pennsylvania Commonwealth Court is still considering 
Philadelphia's gun reporting law.  
   City officials have argued they have the power to pass similar 
laws because a lost or stolen handgun is no longer in the lawful 
possession of its original owner, Grace said. And CeaseFire 
would certainly support Panto's efforts to bring the legislation 
back before council, he said.  
   "We think this is such a commonsense step that doesn't violate 
anyone's Second Amendment rights," Grace said.  
   Supporters of gun-reporting laws say the measures help curb 
handgun straw purchases in which someone legally purchases a 
gun only to give or sell the weapon to someone who cannot 
purchase a gun. When the gun turns up at a crime scene, the 
owner claims it was either lost or stolen and the investigation hits 
a dead end.  
   "This has nothing to do with law-abiding citizens," Grace said. 
"The law-abiding gun owner will report the lost or stolen gun to 
file an insurance claim."  
http://www.lehighvalleylive.com/easton/index.ssf?/base/news-
1/1245557136262570.xml&coll=3 
 

09-06-21  Legal defense 

    The Washington, D.C.-based Brady Center to Prevent Gun 
Violence recently agreed to represent Pittsburgh against the 
National Rifle Association's challenge to the city's reporting law.  
   Representative Chad Ramsey said the Brady Center will offer 
pro bono representation to any Pennsylvania municipality facing 
similar legal challenges.  
http://www.lehighvalleylive.com/easton/index.ssf?/base/news-
1/1245557140262570.xml&coll=3 
 

09-06-21  Father’s Day ends with five shot dead in Phila. 

    Father's Day ended violently tonight with four people - two 
women, a 50-year-old man and a 17-year-old boy - gunned down 
about two hours apart in different parts of the city.  
   The first shooting happened at 7:21 p.m. in the 2200 block of 
Wanamaker Street in the city's Overbrook section.  
   Police said they believed a 60-year-old man shot two women, a 
31-year-old who died at the scene and the other, described as the 
shooter's 55-year-old girlfriend, who was declared dead at the 
Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania. Their names were not 
released.  
   According to neighbors, the man shot the younger woman on 
the street and then went inside to go after the victim's mother. He 
shot her in the head, then walked away, neighbors said.  
   Their neighborhood, a few blocks from St. Joseph's University, 
is filled with single homes and is normally a quiet area.  
   Police said that a man whom they described as a "person of 
interest" was apprehended several blocks from the home. He was 
being interviewed last night.  
   The next shooting was reported at 8:15 p.m. in the 6200 block 
of North Smedley Street, in the Ogontz section of the city.  
   Police said a 17-year-old boy was shot in the head and declared 
dead at the scene by rescue units. His name was not released.  

  Those homicides were followed by another about 9:20 p.m. in 
North Philadelphia.  
    Initial reports were that a 50-year-old man was found shot 
twice in the abdomen on the 100 block of West Westmoreland 
Street. He was taken to Temple University Hospital, where he 
was pronounced less than half an hour later. No other details 
were immediately available.  
    Another shooting about the same time on the 7300 block of 
Ogontz Avenue reportedly left three people with serious injuries. 
All three were taken Albert Einstein Medical Center.  
   Last night's violence was preceded by another homicide hours 
earlier in Hunting Park.  
    Police said a man opened fire about 1 a.m. today inside La 
Quinta Restaurant & Bar at Fifth and Courtland Streets. The 
gunfire resulted in one fatality and the wounding of five people.  
    The dead man was described as 30 years old. Police would not 
release his identity because his family had not been notified. 
There was no word on a suspect or a motive for the shootings.  
   La Quinta, just off Roosevelt Boulevard along a busy corridor 
in Hunting Park, was closed today, with metal grates over the 
windows. No signs of a crime scene remained.  
   The state Liquor Control Board fined the bar $2,000 last year 
for several violations, including serving alcohol past 2 a.m. on a 
Sunday and allowing patrons to leave with alcohol.  
   Calls made to the bar and its owner today were not answered.  
   That shooting was the second associated with a city bar in a 
week.  
   On June 14, several gunfights erupted outside a North 
Philadelphia bar, and a police officer was wounded as he was 
responding to the scene.  
   Last Monday, the city closed the Franchise Sports Bar, on 
Broad Street at Somerset, after the shooting there that left Police 
Officer Ashley Hoggard and three other people wounded.  
    The gun battle began after a man was shot near the bar's rear 
exit. After that shooting, a surveillance camera inside the bar 
recorded someone handing out firearms to several men, who then 
left. Two men have been arrested in that case, but neither has 
been charged with firing the bullet that hit Hoggard. 
http://www.philly.com/philly/news/breaking/48737132.html 
 

09-06-21  Dad Arrested for Killing Son on Father's Day 

   A father has been arrested for shooting and killing his son in 
the Poconos. Police said the man shot his son during a dispute at 
the family's home on Father's Day.  
    Bernard Uckele, 62, was arraigned Sunday night in Monroe 
County. He is charged with shooting his son, Justin, 19, with a 
.44 caliber revolver. The deadly shooting happened Sunday 
afternoon, at the family home on Adams Drive in Jackson 
Township, near Reeders and Tannersville. 
    State police said Justin's girlfriend fought with his sister 
Sunday afternoon. That's when Bernard got involved and Justin 
came home from work. 
    "When he arrived home, the incident escalated into a shooting, 
at which time, we have a male victim shot and a male actor flees 
the scene," related state police Lieutenant Robert Bartal. He 
added Bernard Uckele was arrested on Route 115 after a brief 
chase. "The actor was observed by one of the responding units 
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and they attempted to initiate a traffic stop. There was a pursuit 
involved and they eventually got the vehicle stopped."  
    Police said Uckele gave a statement admitting to shooting and 
killing his son. 
  Bernard Uckele is behind bars in Monroe County 
http://www.wnep.com/wnep-dad-kills-son-on-fathers-
day,0,1399383.story 
 

09-06-21  AZ Senate panel OKs bill on concealed weapons 

  PHOENIX (AP) - A bill to allow Arizonans to carry concealed 
weapons without state permits cleared an initial legislative hurdle 
Friday, despite opposition from law enforcement. 
   The state Senate Judiciary Committee voted 4-3 along party 
lines for the Republican-sponsored bill, which also gives people 
with permits the right to take concealed weapons into some 
public facilities where they're not allowed now. 
   However, the committee amended the proposal to delete a 
provision giving people with permits a new right to take a 
concealed gun on school grounds while picking up or dropping 
off a student. 
  Law enforcement officials said eliminating the permit 
requirement would increase danger for police and the public by 
raising uncertainty about who is carrying concealed weapons and 
the probability that many people would forgo gun safety training 
required to get permits. 
  ‘‘It's a great law enforcement tool,'' Phoenix police Lt. Jennifer 
LaRoque said of the current law. 
http://www.mohavedailynews.com/articles/2009/06/21/news/state
/state2.txt 
 

09-06-21  Caltagirone threatens to slow Senate law-and-order 

bills 

    State Rep. Thomas Caltagirone is threatening to hold up all 
law-and-order bills in the lower chamber until the Senate moves 
his animal-cruelty bill. 
    Caltagirone, a Reading Democrat, chairman of the Judiciary 
Committee, said he would not move Senate bills that cross his 
transom until the Senate acts on bills referred by his committee. 
    "I haven't run any Senate bills and won't, not until they come to 
their senses and start moving our bills," he said. 
    A spokesman for Senate Majority Leader Dominic Pileggi, R-
Delaware County, denied an effort to stall House Judiciary bills. 
    Caltagirone blames Senate GOP leaders for slowing his 
animal-cruelty bill, which passed the House unanimously in 
March. 
   "They're impounding my dog bill," Caltagirone said. The bill, 
which would allow only veterinarians to perform certain surgery 
on dogs, should have been on Gov. Rendell's desk by now, he 
said. 
    The measure, House Bill 39, lingered in the Senate Agriculture 
and Rural Affairs Committee for three months before being 
approved June 10. It was then referred to the Senate Judiciary 
Committee. 
    Sen. Stewart Greenleaf of Montgomery County, Judiciary 
chairman, said he was surprised by the allegation and pointed to 
two bills sponsored by House Democrats that he moved last 
week. 

    Greenleaf received the animal-cruelty legislation a week ago, 
he said, adding that he needs time to review it. 
    Caltagirone said his dog bill symbolizes a larger problem: 
House bills go to the Senate to die or be resurrected with Senate 
sponsorship. 
http://readingeagle.com/article.aspx?id=144779 
 

09-06-20  Report on arms smuggling to Mexico called 

incomplete 

   Reporting from Washington -- A government audit of U.S. 
efforts to stop arms trafficking to Mexico was criticized Friday 
by a Republican lawmaker who said its conclusion that smuggled 
weapons from America were fueling the rise of violent Mexican 
drug cartels was based on incomplete data. 
   The report, released Thursday by the Government 
Accountability Office, said that the United States lacked a 
coordinated strategy to stem the flow of smuggled weapons. 
   It listed a wide array of shortcomings, both operational and 
legal, that it said had allowed thousands of weapons made or sold 
in the United States to find their way to the cartels. 
   One of its findings was that more than 90% of the firearms 
traced by authorities after being seized in Mexico over the last 
three years came from the United States.  
   At a hearing held Friday to discuss the report, Rep. Connie 
Mack (R-Fla.) praised its primary author for undertaking such a 
comprehensive and timely analysis. 
   But Mack said he was also "troubled by the fact that the report 
makes conclusions based on opinions and assumptions rather 
than facts." 
  "I don't know that the report itself is something that we should 
put a lot of value in," Mack said.  
   Mack noted that out of the 30,000 firearms seized in Mexico in 
fiscal 2008, the report says only 7,200 were submitted for tracing. 
   "Where did the other 22,000 guns that were seized come from? 
Venezuela? Europe? Ecuador? Nicaragua?" Mack asked, adding 
that the incomplete sample undermined some of the report's 
broader conclusions. 
  The report acknowledges that its findings are based on a 
percentage of the seized guns. 
   But lead author Jess T. Ford, the GAO's director of 
international affairs and trade, told the committee that he stood 
by the conclusions. 
  In prepared testimony summarizing the report, Ford said that 
"available evidence indicates a large percentage of the firearms 
fueling Mexican drug violence originated in the United States, 
including a growing number of increasingly lethal weapons." 
The report cites U.S. law enforcement officials as saying that 
their "experience and observations corroborated that most of the 
firearms in Mexico had originated in the United States." 
   Ford said Mexico must provide more resources and training to 
its officers so they can submit more guns for tracing. 
   In an interview, Mack said he was concerned that the report's 
findings were being politicized by advocates of more restrictive 
laws on gun purchases, and he noted that the report itself makes 
such recommendations. 
  He said tighter controls on U.S. gun purchases were not the 
answer, and that the best way to stop the flow of firearms from 
the U.S. into Mexico would be to station more federal agents at 
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the border to check for them.  
   Ford, under questioning during the hearing, agreed that the U.S. 
government needed to do a better job of inspecting southbound 
traffic for illegal weapons. 
   But "regardless of whether we know where 100% of the guns 
came from, I think we should be concerned that 20,000 of those 
guns" over a five-year period came from the U.S., Ford said, 
citing data from the report. 
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-na-arms-
smuggling20-2009jun20,0,6723868.story 

 

09-06-20  D.C. Expands List Of Allowed Guns To Avert 

Lawsuit 

   The D.C. government released emergency regulations yesterday 
that greatly expand the models of handguns that District residents 
can own, a shift designed to stave off another lawsuit over its 
compliance with the Second Amendment.  
    The new regulations, which come as the District continues to 
grapple with last year's Supreme Court decision that threw out the 
city's gun ban, will allow residents to legally obtain at least 1,000 
additional types and models of handguns.  
   City leaders sought to play down the effects of the new 
regulations, but gun rights advocates said they were another boost 
to their efforts to undo the District's long-held restrictions on 
personal possession of weapons.  
   "We are gratified the District is recognizing their approach is 
unworkable and unconstitutional," said Alan Gura, who was the 
lead attorney in the District of Columbia v. Heller Supreme Court 
case. "There is now a whole new universe of guns that will now 
be available."  
   In addition to permitting guns in the District that are legal in 
California, the city will also allow residents to apply to register 
handguns that are permissible in Massachusetts and Maryland.  
    The new rules will give gun owners a broader array of choices 
when they go shopping for handguns to keep in their home. In 
some cases, the change could mean something as minor as what 
color of weapon they can purchase. In other instances, gun 
owners will have access to weapons with additional design 
features.  
    "These new rules are part of our continuing effort to develop 
reasonable laws and regulations governing gun ownership in the 
District," Mayor Adrian M. Fenty (D) said in a statement.  
   D.C. Police Chief Cathy L. Lanier, whose department 
developed the policies, said the regulations ensure the city has "a 
firearms registration process that fully complies with the Supreme 
Court decision allowing District residents to keep a firearm in 
their home."  
    The 5 to 4 Heller ruling, issued in January 2008, overturned 
the District's three-decades-old handgun ban. The justices 
determined the Second Amendment grants individuals the right to 
possess guns for self-defense but said governments may impose 
reasonable restrictions.  
   After that ruling, the D.C. Council approved regulations that 
permit residents to register certain handguns once applicants pass 
a written examination and provide proof of residency and good 
vision. People are not allowed to carry guns outside their homes. 
District officials compiled a list of permissible handguns based 
on the types of weapons certified for sale in California.  

  Gun rights advocates protested, saying the list was too 
restrictive. Gura filed another lawsuit in federal court in March 
on behalf of three individuals who wanted a handgun that wasn't 
on the District's list.  
   To avoid that litigation, Attorney General Peter Nickles said 
the city decided to expand its list of legal weapons to include 
those listed on Maryland's and Massachusetts's "safe gun rosters 
   "We want to make perfect regulations," Nickles said. "Now we 
have all legitimate guns that don't pose a problem with safety."  
   Tracey Hanson, who lives in the city's Bloomingdale 
neighborhood, was one the plaintiffs. Yesterday, she said the new 
regulations mean she can apply to register a Springfield XD45 
semiautomatic weapon that had been banned under the previous 
regulations.  
    "I already have one for self-protection, but I wanted to have 
another because variety is good," said Hanson, 40. "That is the 
gun I enjoyed most in using when I had my training, and it was 
the easiest to use. . . . Law abiding people will be able to protect 
themselves in their homes like they can do in other parts of the 
country."  
   Nickles said it's not clear exactly how many models of weapons 
will be covered by the changes. There are 1,375 types of 
permissible handguns on the California list. There are 2,245 on 
Maryland's, according to Nickles.  
   Several council members who voted to implement the District's 
gun policies declined to comment yesterday, saying they had not 
reviewed the changes.  
   It's the second time in less than a year that city leaders have had 
to back away from some of the restrictions they put into place 
immediately after the Heller decision. Initially, the council 
permitted residents to register only revolvers, not semiautomatic 
pistols. But the ban on semiautomatics was lifted in September 
because of pressure from Congress and gun rights groups.  
   Chad Ramsey, a spokesman for the Brady Campaign to Prevent 
Gun Violence, said he thinks the latest lawsuit was "without 
merit" considering the range of handguns available for personal 
use in California. But Ramsey said he understands why the 
District felt compelled to issue new regulations.  
   "I think that what the mayor is doing here is being responsible 
to try to work with all sides so we get sensible gun laws enacted 
without worrying about lawsuits at every turn," Ramsey said.  
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2009/06/19/AR2009061901822.html?sid=ST
2009061901861 
 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2009/06/19/AR2009061901822.html?sid=ST
2009061901861 

 

09-06-20 Michigan State approves exception to weapons ban 

  EAST LANSING, Mich. (AP) — Michigan State University has 
approved an exception to its campus weapons ban allowing 
people with permits to carry concealed weapons to walk or drive 
through campus with a gun. 
  The Detroit Free Press reports the East Lansing university's 
governing board voted 7-1 Friday to make the exception and 
avoid a conflict with state law. Guns still are banned inside 
campus buildings and sports stadiums. 
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   The issue was raised by campus police who had to issue 
citations to people with guns during traffic stops regardless 
whether they had a permit. 
http://www.wsbt.com/news/regional/48677387.html 
 

09-06-20 Cities' gun restrictions begin to topple     
   After big D.C. case in '08, San Francisco and Philadelphia have 
seen setbacks for local gun controls. More laws are expected to 
come under fire. 
   Atlanta - It's been a disappointing year for American cities 
seeking to curb violence via tough gun laws.  
   Since last June, when the US Supreme Court struck down key 
parts of the District of Columbia's  gun-control ordinance, cities 
have seen the 20,000 local gun regulations enacted over the years 
begin to slip from their grip, one by one.  
    Philadelphia's ban on assault weapons and limits on handgun 
purchases are the latest to succumb, struck down Thursday by a 
state court. An appeal to the state Supreme Court is expected. In 
April, the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals struck down an 
ordinance in California's Alameda County that banned gun 
shows, saying the Second Amendment of the US Constitution 
applies in the states.  
     For years, strict gun laws in primarily Midwestern, 
Northeastern, and California cities have created an uneasy 
tension between the Second Amendment and crime-fighting 
realities on the ground. Then, the US Supreme Court, in a 5-to-4 
decision, affirmed the constitutional right of individual 
Americans to own handguns, in a case known as District of 
Columbia v. Heller. In striking down parts of D.C.'s law, it 
opened the door to court challenges of other cities' ordinances 
restricting access to certain kinds of guns.  
    Gun-control laws in "New York and Chicago are next," says 
Bill Vizzard, a criminologist at California State University at 
Sacramento. Though the Heller ruling doesn't give a carte 
blanche right to "have a gun anywhere, under any circumstance," 
he says, its effect "could still be extensive. We just don't know 
yet how courts are ultimately going to interpret it."  
     Post-Heller, US appeals courts have divided over whether the 
ruling means that other city and state gun-control laws should be 
invalidated. The US high court could resolve the matter, but legal 
scholars say it's hard to tell if the justices are interested in setting 
a broad precedent on the issue.  
    The two laws in Philadelphia stuck down Thursday were 
enacted in 2008. One banned assault-style weapons, which are 
semi-automatic rifles altered to combat specifications. The other 
restricted an individual's ability to buy handguns to one a month.  
      Mr. Vizzard characterizes the gun rights movement as a long-
term, deliberate, and scholarly based march akin to that of the 
civil rights movement. But the pro-gun legal effort, he notes, is 
moving counter to trends that show Americans becoming 
increasingly distant from their pioneer roots, with gun-rights 
stalwarts primarily consisting of middle-age and older white men.  
  That paradox puts more focus on the makeup of courts, 
including the US Supreme Court.  
    In January, Supreme Court nominee Sonia Sotomayor, as part 
of the Second Circuit Court of Appeals, was part of a majority 
that ruled against invoking the Second Amendment in a challenge 

to New York's ban on nunchaku sticks, a martial arts weapon. 
The ban stands.  
   The Pennsylvania high court ruled in 1996 that cities can't 
preempt the state's gun laws to create their own, but Philadelphia 
is now hoping that a court with a different makeup will rule 
differently, says Scott Shields, the lead National Rifle 
Association attorney.  
   Not all cities have lost in court. One challenge to Chicago's 
handgun ban was turned back earlier this month by the Seventh 
Circuit Court of Appeals.  
   Polls show that most Americans believe in the Second 
Amendment, but most also want stronger gun laws. The 
percentage of Americans who support an assault-weapons ban, 
however, has slid several percentage points in the past few years. 
In 2007, gun groups spent nearly $2 million to lobby Congress; 
pro-gun control groups spent $60,000.  
http://www.csmonitor.com/2009/0620/p02s02-usgn.html 
 

09-06-19   6 Philadelphia Businesses Robbed by Uzi-Toting 

Bandits 

    PHILADELPHIA  —  Police in Philadelphia are on the 
lookout for a man robbing businesses with an Uzi submachine 
gun. 
   Police say the gunman has hit at least six businesses in West 
Philadelphia in less than a week. The assailant threatens 
employees and patrons and demands cash before fleeing on a 
bicycle. 
   Police Lt. John Walker says an Uzi can fire up to 30 shots in 
less than a minute. Detectives say they're worried that a robbery 
with such a powerful weapon will turn deadly. 
  In three of the robberies, the man with the Uzi had an 
accomplice who displayed a 9 mm handgun. 
  Walker says the gunmen aren't making off with much money so 
police expect the robberies to continue. 
http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,527701,00.html?sPage=fn
c/us/crime 
 
 

09-06-19   Three Georgia Officers Resign After Taser 

Incident 

LOGANVILLE, Ga. --  
    Channel 2 Action News reporter Pam Martin has obtained 
surveillance video of a stun gun incident involving a Gwinnett 
County police officer at a Loganville Waffle House.  
    Danny Wilson, a Waffle House employee, alleges that Officer 
Gary Miles Jr. came into the restaurant while on duty and stunned 
him with a Taser without provocation. Wilson said Miles was a 
regular at the restaurant and had taunted and intimidated him in 
the past.  
   SLIDESHOW: 3 Gwinnett Officers Resign After Waffle House 
Tasing IncidentSLIDESHOW: Waffle House Surveillance Pics  
    Miles, who resigned from the Police Department this week 
after six years on the force, later surrendered to investigators. 
Gwinnett police said an internal investigation revealed Miles 
used a Taser on Wilson without provocation.  
    Two additional officers were identified as being present during 
the Taser incident. Sergeants Joey T. Parkerson, 39, and 41-year-
old Christopher T. Parry both resigned following an 



 

 
Page 50

administrative investigation. Parkerson was a 13-year veteran of 
the force and Parry was a 14-year veteran.  
    Parkerson can be seen in the surveillance video, although he 
did not shoot Wilson with the Taser.  
    The incident happened Feb. 16 at the Waffle House in the 
2700 block of Loganville Highway, police said. The department 
launched an investigation after its internal affairs unit received 
information about possible criminal conduct.  
 PAM MARTIN: 3 Gwinnett Officers Resign After Waffle House 
Tasing Incident  
   Mike Puglise, an attorney representing Wilson, said it took him 
until the end of May to get surveillance video from the Waffle 
House and later filed a notice of intent to sue.  
Authorities said the investigation revealed enough probable cause 
to arrest Miles.  
   "We are disappointed by the incident and this is not a reflection 
of our training," said a representative for the Gwinnett Police 
Department.  
   Miles has been charged with one count of battery and one count 
of violation of oath of office. He was booked at the Gwinnett 
County Detention Center and later released on $8,100 bond.  
  Martin visited Miles’ home for a comment, but could not reach 
him.  
http://www.officer.com/web/online/Top-News-Stories/Three-
Georgia-Officers-Resign-After-Taser-Incident/1$47163 
 

09-06-18  PA court: Philly gun laws invalid 

   Two key provisions of Philadelphia's most recent attempt to 
impose local gun controls - banning "straw purchase" of 
handguns and banning assault weapons - were invalidated today 
by a state appeals court.  
    Following a series of rulings that doomed previous 
Philadelphia gun control laws, the Commonwealth Court held 
that the state Supreme Court ruled in 1996 that only the state 
legislature - not municipalities - has the authority to enact gun 
laws.  
    But the 6-1 majority of the Commonwealth Court affirmed part 
of the 2008 decision of then-Philadelphia Common Pleas Court 
Judge Jane Cutler Greenspan and allowed three other provisions 
to remain in effect.  
   Greenspan, now on the Pennsylvania Supreme Court, had ruled 
in those three provisions that the National Rifle Association and 
other challengers of the Philadelphia laws were not affected 
seriously enough to have legal standing to sue.  
   Those provisions - requiring reporting of lost or stolen 
handguns, allowing temporary seizure of guns by police and 
barring gun ownership by people subject to "protections from 
abuse" orders - remain in effect in Philadelphia.  
    Richard Feder, chief of appeals in the city Law Department, 
said his office is "seriously considering" appealing the two 
invalidated provisions to the state Supreme Court.  
   Feder said the reporting provision is now in effect and the other 
two have not yet been implemented because they are legally 
complex and require the city to draft and adopt regulations.  
    In invalidating the assault weapon and straw purchase 
provisions, Judge Bonnie Brigance Leadbetter, the president 
judge of Commonwealth Court called the precedent set by the 
Supreme Court in 1996 "crystal clear."  

   Judge Doris Smith-Ribner wrote separately, concurring and 
dissenting from the majority opinion.  
   Smith-Ribner wrote that she did not believe the Supreme Court 
had totally barred local gun control and said a case could be 
made for provisions of the Philadelphia ordinance regulating 
assault weapons and the "straw purchase" of guns for other 
people not legally permitted to own firearms.  
   The five city ordinances, enacted in April 2008, were 
immediately challenged in court by the National Rifle 
Association, National Shooting Sports Foundation, Pennsylvania 
Association of Firearms Retailers, two local firearms retailers and 
four individuals.  
   "It's signficant," said Joseph Grace, executive director of the 
gun-control group CeaseFire PA, of the Commonwealth Court's 
decision.  
   Grace noted that the city's lost-or-stolen reporting ordinance is 
now the only one in Pennsylvania that has passed court muster - 
despite a failure to enact a similar law last year in the legislature.  
   "This decision simply puts the ball back where it should be - in 
the General Assembly," Grace said. "Cities and mayors have 
been taking action in the absence of any action from the General 
Assembly."  
    Since Philadelphia passed its gun control package in April 
2008, Grace said, six  Pennsylvania cities and one borough have 
enaced ordinances requiring the reporting of lost or stolen 
handguns: Allentown, Reading, Pottsville, Pittsburgh, Lancaster 
and  Harrisburg and Wilkinsburg Borough in Allegheny County.  
The NRA recently challenged the Pittsburgh ordinance in 
Allegheny County Common Pleas Court, Grace said. 
http://www.philly.com/philly/news/breaking/20090618_PA_court
__Philly_gun_laws_invalid.html 
 

09-06-18  Man found guilty of gunpoint robbery 

    A man was convicted Tuesday of breaking into a Canton 
Township man's apartment and robbing him at gunpoint in 
December.  
   Dajuan N. Brown, 34, currently housed in Allegheny County 
Jail, was found guilty of robbery, burglary, aggravated assault, 
persons not to possess a firearm, theft and simple assault 
following a two-day jury trial before Washington County Judge 
Paul Pozonsky.  
    Brown was arrested for breaking down the front door at 1903 
W. Chestnut St., Apt. 4, and demanding money from Michael 
Montgomery at gunpoint.  
    According to court records, Brown and Montgomery then got 
into a struggle over the gun. Brown eventually struck 
Montgomery in the head with the gun.  
    While pointing the gun at Montgomery, Brown threatened to 
shoot him if he didn't give him money.  
   Brown fled after Montgomery gave him $163 in cash.  
   Brown was later apprehended and identified by Montgomery in 
a police lineup. 
    Sentencing will be held at 11 a.m. Aug. 18. 
http://www.observer-reporter.com/OR/Story/06-18-Brown-
verdict 
 

09-06-18  4th graders find loaded gun on Seattle beach 
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    SEATTLE - A group of 10-year-old students on a field trip 
made a dangerous discovery on a Seattle beach - a fully loaded 
handgun. 
   Two boys found the 9mm Glock pistol in the sand at Seattle's 
Carkeek Park - and picked it up to investigate. 
   Hours after the boys' discovery, shocked parents were relieved 
that none of the kids was hurt. And the kids themselves have 
quite a story to tell. 
    The two fourth-grade boys who found the gun told KOMO 
News that they were on their last field trip of the year with North 
Beach Elementary School when they walked down some stairs to 
the beach. 
  That's when they found the loaded gun, along the shoreline. 
   "I was just walking along the beach, and I saw a gun," says 
Vidal Glassman, who was the first to spot the weapon.  He picked 
it up out of curiosity. 
  "I picked it up, thinking it was a toy gun," he says. "No, it was 
really heavy so I put it down." 
   Then he then called his friend Josh, who walked on over to 
have a look. Josh pulled out the magazine, and that's when they 
discovered the gun was fully loaded. 
   "It was pretty scary," Josh said. 
   The kids took the gun to a teacher, and parents called the 
police. 
   "They're really curious, and they don't have the sensibilities," 
said parent Darcie Kline. "Luckily, those kids were really 
responsible - other than if they had not picked it up, it would have 
been better." 
   Police ran the gun's serial number and found that the gun is not 
stolen. But they couldn't link it to an owner. 
   Now investigators are checking to see if the gun was used in 
any crimes. 
http://www.komonews.com/news/local/48564307.html 
 

09-06-18  Gun, cell phone credited with saving clerk's life 

    ROSWELL, Ga. - A Georgia liquor store clerk credits his 
police officer son with giving him two life-saving gifts - a cell 
phone and a gun.  
     Joseph Wescott says the phone he slipped into his shirt pocket 
stopped a knife to his chest when a robbery suspect attacked him 
at the store in a northern Atlanta suburb. He then reached under 
the counter for the .40-caliber handgun and shot the man.  
   "The knife that he had looked like it was about 10-foot long," 
the 67-year-old Wescott exclaimed.  
   When the suspect lunged at Wescott, he fell back and the knife 
struck the battery area of the phone, the clerk said. He then fired 
one shot at the man Monday night.  
   "That was the first time I had ever fired that gun," he said.  
    Police said Carlos JeanPeirre, 34, is recovering from nonlife-
threatening wounds and faces multiple charges including 
aggravated assault and attempted robbery.  
    Wescott's son, Jason, said he gave both gifts to his father to 
keep him safe.  
    "Something like that can happen in a split second, and it's 
better to have it and not need it than need it and not have it," 
Jason Wescott said. 
    After the attack, Joseph Wescott said he used his cell phone to 
call 911. 

http://www.observer-reporter.com/OR/Story/06-18-knife-attack 
 

09-06-18  Two charged after shootouts that wounded Phila. 

officer 

    Police charged two men yesterday in the series of North 
Philadelphia shoot-outs that injured Officer Ashley Hoggard and 
three civilians during the weekend.  
   Dwayne Robinson, 23, of the 6200 block of Langdon Street, 
was arrested about 10:15 a.m. in the lobby of the Criminal Justice 
Center in Center City and charged with attempted murder, 
aggravated assault, and firearms offenses.  
    Also arrested was Joseph Cebollero, 22, of the 1200 block of 
Cambria Street, who was charged with obstruction of justice and 
violating the uniform firearms act.  
   Neither man had been charged with the shooting of Hoggard, 
but police said they believed both had been involved in a 
gunfight that led Hoggard to the 1300 block of Somerset Street, 
where he was shot in a shoulder early Sunday.  
    Surveillance cameras recorded Cebollero in the Franchise 
Sports Bar & Grille, at Broad and Somerset Streets, Saturday 
night before the shooting, police said. He was carrying a gun.  
    Later that night, an argument between Robinson and Demetrius 
Dixon, 38, erupted outside near the bar's back exit. Dixon was 
shot in the arms, buttocks, and groin about 2:40 a.m. After 
Robinson shot Dixon, police said, Robinson passed the weapon 
to Cebollero.  
     Hoggard was shot moments later as he approached the scene. 
Inside the bar, surveillance cameras captured a man passing out 
guns to four or five people, who then left, police said.  
   Investigators still were piecing together the timeline of events, 
Lt. Frank Vanore said.  
   "They're going through this step by step," he said.  
   Two other men were shot in different locations in the 
neighborhood, but police have said some details on those 
shootings are not clear. Police also have said a nearby argument 
between a man and a woman earlier that night may be related.  
    Hoggard was in good condition yesterday in a hospital, police 
said. The other shooting victims also are expected to recover, and 
one has been released from a hospital.  
   Police have collected as many as 50 pieces of ballistic evidence 
from the neighborhood, including shell casings and bullet 
fragments, Deputy Commissioner William Blackburn said 
yesterday.  
   The Franchise, owned by city firefighter Eugene Coulter Jr., 
was closed this week after city inspectors deemed it a public 
nuisance and cited fire-code violations. Coulter, who has declined 
to comment, is being investigated by his department.  
    Robinson and Cebollero have had previous run-ins with police. 
Robinson is scheduled to be tried next month on charges of 
simple assault and reckless endangerment stemming from an 
arrest last year, according to court records. He also has been 
arrested on theft charges, and he pleaded guilty to drug 
possession with intent to manufacture or distribute in 2006. He 
was sentenced to probation, records show.  
    Cebollero has a record of theft and drug use, according to 
court documents. He pleaded guilty to receiving stolen property 
last year and was required to perform community service, receive 
electronic monitoring, and attend a drug and alcohol program. 
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http://www.philly.com/philly/news/local/48407702.html 
 

09-06-17  Livingston man with machine gun sentenced 

   Livingston resident Michael Jeffrey Anderson liked to collect 
high-quality guns. He had 31 firearms along with 35,000 rounds 
of ammunition at his house. When law enforcement officials 
found a machine gun among the collection, Anderson denied 
knowing it was fully automatic. 
   A federal jury, however, convicted him in March of possessing 
a machine gun, and a federal judge Tuesday sentenced him to 37 
months in prison. The sentence was at the low end of the 
guideline range. 
   Chief U.S. District Judge Richard Cebull ordered the term to 
run consecutively to a state sentence. Anderson is serving 10 
years, with five years suspended, in state prison for assault with 
weapon in Gallatin County. 
   Anderson, 52, apologized and said he has had time to reflect 
while in custody. 
    "I'm sorry that I'm here," he said. 
   The machine gun case grew out of a March 2007 assault in the 
Leaf and Bean parking lot in Bozeman. A witness told officers 
that Anderson had illegal firearms. A search of his Livingston 
residence turned up a 7.62 mm Hesse FAL-H military-type rifle 
that had been modified to fire in fully automatic mode. 
    Anderson testified he bought the gun from a dealer in Nevada 
for $1,000 and tried to drill away some metal to fix a hard trigger 
pull. His work didn't affect the trigger pull, so he put the gun 
away. Anderson denied knowing his modifications turned the 
firearm into a machine gun. 
    Special Assistant U.S. Attorney Ed Zink said Anderson's 
modifications were extensive and deliberate and turned the semi-
automatic firearm into a fully functioning machine gun. Agents 
with the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives 
test fired the gun and it worked as a machine gun. 
    Anderson "knew what he had," the prosecutor told the jury. 
http://billingsgazette.net/articles/2009/06/17/news/state/38-
machinegun.txt 
 

09-06-17  Man faces felony charges after chase 

   Multiple felony charges were filed Tuesday against John Work, 
39, of 921 Wayne St., Washington, for leading Washington 
police on a chase on May 30.  
   Police tried to pull Work's vehicle over at West Chestnut Street 
and McCarrell Avenue when an officer noticed a headlight out on 
Work's truck.  
   Work fled on Basset Alley to Canton Avenue and turned his 
headlights off. Police said that while driving at a high speed, 
Work failed to stop at several intersections. At Canton Avenue 
and Broad Street, children were playing in the street and had to 
run to avoid being struck.  
    Police said Work was driving so fast that at one point his 
vehicle went airborne. At Baird and Wayne avenues, Work drove 
into a field and ran from the vehicle.  
   Police captured him a short distance away. Work told police he 
fled because he had no insurance and was driving without a 
license.  

   Inside the truck there were two hunting rifles with ammunition. 
Because Work has a criminal history, he is not permitted to 
possess firearms, police said.  
   Work was charged with fleeing from police, possession of 
firearms, driving under suspension, failure to insure his vehicle 
and several traffic citations.  
  Charges were filed with Senior District Judge Marjorie L. 
Teagarden. 
http://www.observer-reporter.com/OR/Story/06-17-charged-in-
chase 
 

09-06-17  McMenacing? Cop Accused Of Pulling Gun At 

McD's 

   DENVER (CBS4) ― A Denver police officer has been 
suspended after allegedly brandishing his gun at a McDonald's 
restaurant in Aurora after his order took too long to fill. 
    Aurora police confirmed the CBS4 investigation saying the 
incident occurred May 21 at the McDonald's at 18181 East 
Hampden Avenue. 
    A spokesperson for the Aurora Police Department said they 
plan to present the case -- now classified as a felony menacing 
incident -- to the Arapahoe County District Attorney's Office 
Thursday for possible filing of criminal charges. 
    Sources familiar with the case, and the fast food worker's 
account of what happened, say two off-duty Denver police 
officers placed an order from their car in the early morning hours 
of May 21. But once at the drive through window, the employee 
said the men became agitated and angry at how long their food 
was taking. The men thought they were being ignored, according 
to contacts familiar with the worker's account. The male clerk 
then said one of the officer's flashed his police badge and pointed 
a pistol through the drive through window in a threatening 
manner, before driving off without paying. 
    Both officers are assigned to Denver International Airport 
although only one has been placed on administrative leave with 
pay, pending the outcome of the case. 
http://cbs4denver.com/investigates/denver.police.suspension.2.10
49330.html 
 

09-06-16  Shooting may be related to Sturtevant homicide 

    RACINE — Two men have been charged in the May 22 
shooting between two vehicles on Spring Street near State Street, 
which police believe may have stemmed from a gang feud 
sparked by the April homicide in Sturtevant. 
    Tyreese D. Burton, 19, of 1006 Albert St., and Charles 
Famous, 20, of 4219 Marquette Drive have both been charged 
with five counts of party to the crime of first-degree reckless 
endangering safety with use of a dangerous weapon and one 
count of party to the crime of discharging a firearm from a 
vehicle. 
   Burton is also charged with six counts of felony bail jumping 
with use of a dangerous weapon. If convicted he faces up to 171 
years in prison. 
   Famous faces up to 105 years in prison. 
   According to the criminal complaint, Burton and Famous were 
in the car that fired multiple shots at a dark gray Dodge Charger 
just before 1 p.m. on May 22. 
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    Witnesses told Racine police there were men hanging out of 
windows of two cars headed east on Spring Street, firing guns at 
each other. 
   Police said the gunfire hit a Department of Public Works truck, 
a pick-up truck and a house. 
   Police reported finding spent bullet casings all over the area. 
No one was injured. 
    Later that night, investigators were called to a home in the 
1000 block of Layard Avenue by a woman who said her 
daughter’s 2007 Dodge Charger had been shot at and damaged. 
   Police learned that an argument between Famous and two men 
driving the woman’s Charger had occurred just prior to the 
Spring Street shooting at a gas station. Witnesses told 
investigators that the argument stemmed from a feud between 
northside gangsters over the April 15 fatal shooting in Sturtevant. 
   Carl T. Mitchell, 21, died two days after he was shot in the 
head outside a home at 3614 Kennedy Drive. 
    In the same incident, Ryan R. McMorris, 18, of Racine was 
shot in the chest. He survived and has been held in the Sturtevant 
Transitional Facility on a probation hold since being released 
from the hospital, Sturtevant Police Chief Sean Marschke said 
Tuesday. 
   Sturtevant police believe both Mitchell and McMorris were 
actively involved in the April shooting, however no charges have 
been filed yet in the homicide. 
   “We’re waiting for additional evidence from the crime lab,” 
Marschke said. 
    He said police are still investigating the homicide and are 
working with the Greater Racine Gang Task Force. Police believe 
the fatal shooting was the result of conflict between factions of 
the same gang. 
   Famous was charged in Racine County Circuit Court on 
Monday. He is being held in the Racine County Jail on a $25,000 
cash bond and is expected back in court Thursday for a 
preliminary hearing. 
   Burton was charged Tuesday. His bond was set at $20,000 and 
his preliminary hearing is scheduled for June 25. 
http://www.journaltimes.com/articles/2009/06/16/local_news/doc
4a383acd7e4a6516010194.txt 
 

09-06-16 Armed Maine woman, 77, teaches intruder a lesson 

    MACHIAS, Maine - After being told by her daughter that a 
man in their home was an armed intruder, a 77-year-old woman 
pulled a gun on him and sent him running, according to court 
documents. The Bangor Daily News reported that family 
members have been referring to Doris Gatchell of Princeton as 
"Annie Oakley" after she confronted the man Friday. 
   Suspect Dean T. Moore made his first appearance Monday in 
Washington County Superior Court. 
    The newspaper reported that he faces up to 30 years in jail and 
fines of up to $50,000 on each of the two most serious charges of 
burglary with a firearm and robbery. 
    Moore was picked up Friday and taken to the Washington 
County Jail. 
  Attorney Jeffrey Davidson was appointed to represent Moore. 
http://www.philly.com/philly/wires/ap/features/48177742.html 
 

09-06-16 NRA may challenge lost-gun ordinance 

Says state law bans city action on issue  
     An official with the National Rifle Association said Monday 
that his organization might challenge Lancaster's new firearms 
ordinance.  
    "I don't want to say what we're going to do, but we're litigating 
similar laws in two cities in the state right now," said John 
Hohenwater, a Harrisburg-based liaison for the NRA. "It 
certainly is an option available to us." 
     City Council unanimously passed a law on June 9 requiring 
gun owners living in the city to report lost or stolen firearms to 
the police within 72 hours after they discover their weapons are 
missing. Violations carry a maximum penalty of a $1,000 fine 
and 90 days in jail. 
     Approving the ordinance put Lancaster in line with 
Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Harrisburg, Allentown, Reading, 
Pottsville and Wilkinsburg, which all have similar laws. 
    Lancaster Mayor Rick Gray said the ordinance is intended to 
"take away the excuse" most commonly used by people who buy 
guns legally in order to sell them illegally to convicted criminals 
who cannot buy guns themselves — a practice called "straw 
purchasing." 
    "When a gun one of these guys bought and sold turns up after 
it's been used in a crime, they like to say they lost the gun or it 
was stolen, but they just never got around to reporting it," Gray 
said. "This ordinance takes away that excuse." 
    The NRA is challenging Philadelphia's and Pittsburgh's laws in 
Commonwealth Court, arguing that the local ordinances illegally 
preempt the state's authority to regulate guns. 
   The state firearms law includes a clause prohibiting local 
governments from regulating the ownership and use of guns. 
    Gray said the state law pertains to gun ownership and that 
Lancaster's ordinance has nothing to do with that. 
    "We're not saying anything about people's right to own guns," 
he said. "We're focused on what people do when their guns are 
lost or stolen." 
     According to Hohenwater, Lancaster's ordinance is pointless 
and targets "honest" gun owners. 
      "All it's going to do is criminalize the victim of a crime," he 
said. "And it's silly to think charging someone with a summary 
offense is going to help stop crime." 
   "Honest" gun owners, Hohenwater said, who have guns stolen 
that they don't know about will be the ones who end up being 
cited. 
    That's a concern to Joe Keffer, owner of The Sportsman's Shop 
in New Holland, which sells a wide variety of handguns and long 
guns. 
     "I think any responsible individual who is aware of a gun 
being lost or stolen is going to report it," he said. "I have a 
problem with a law that can potentially make a victim of a crime 
a criminal." 
  Gray said that argument is "ridiculous." 
   Under the ordinance, gun owners have 72 hours from the time 
they discover a missing weapon to report it. 
    "If they don't know it's missing, then that 72-hour clock never 
starts," he said. "The burden of proof would be on the police to 
prove the person knew the gun was missing, and that would be 
really difficult." 
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    Besides, Gray said, how often do people have guns stolen and 
they don't discover the theft before they turn up in criminal 
investigations? 
   Even more ludicrous, he said, is the idea that people "lose" 
guns. 
  "How many guns are ever really lost?" he said. "That's like me 
losing one of my motorcycles. 
    "The vast, vast majority of gun owners are honest people. We 
have no interest in prosecuting them." 
   The bigger issue, Hohenwater said, is that ordinances like 
Lancaster's are illegal. 
    "You can't have cities passing their own laws," he said. "That's 
why you don't see cities setting the speed limit at 80 miles per 
hour." 
  Gray admitted the courts might ultimately agree with the NRA's 
position. 
  "And if they say we can't do it, then we won't," he said. "That's 
something the court will decide." 
http://articles.lancasteronline.com/local/4/238875 
 

09-06-16 Gun Rulings Open Way to Supreme Court Review 

    A year ago, the United States Supreme Court issued a 
landmark decision establishing the constitutional right of 
Americans to own guns. But the justices did not explain what the 
practical effect of that ruling would be on city and state gun laws. 
    Could a city still ban handguns? The justices said the District 
of Columbia could not, but only because it is a special federal 
district. The question of the constitutionality of existing city and 
state gun laws was left unanswered. 
    That left a large vacuum for the lower courts to fill. Supporters 
of gun rights filed a flurry of lawsuits to strike down local gun 
restrictions, and now federal appeals courts have begun weighing 
in on this divisive issue, using very different reasoning.  
    One court this month upheld Chicago’s ban on most handguns, 
while in April a California court disagreed on the constitutional 
issue. 
   The differing opinions mean that the whole issue of city and 
state gun laws will probably head back to the Supreme Court for 
clarification, leading many legal experts to predict a further 
expansion of gun rights. 
    The new cases are fallout from last year’s Supreme Court case, 
District of Columbia v. Heller, which struck down parts of 
Washington’s gun control ordinance, the strictest in the country, 
and stated for the first time that the Second Amendment gives 
individuals a right to keep and bear arms for personal use. But the 
court declined to say whether the Second Amendment in general 
applies to state and local governments. 
    In January, the United States Court of Appeals for the Second 
Circuit, in New York, in a ruling joined by Judge Sonia 
Sotomayor, declined to apply the Second Amendment to a New 
York law that banned the martial arts device known as chuka 
sticks, or nunchaku. The ban was allowed to stay in place. 
    Then in April, a three-judge panel of the Ninth Circuit, in San 
Francisco, ruled that the Second Amendment did apply to the 
states, even though it allowed a California county to ban guns on 
government property like state fairgrounds. That case, Nordyke 
v. King, is being considered for a rehearing by the full Ninth 
Circuit.  

   Those two conflicting cases set the stage for two other cases 
that were heard as one in the Seventh Circuit in Chicago, testing 
that city’s handgun ban. On June 2, a three-judge panel of the 
court, led by Chief Judge Frank H. Easterbrook, a well-known 
conservative, ruled that there was no basis for the court to apply 
the Second Amendment to the states. Such a decision, Judge 
Easterbrook wrote, should be made only by the Supreme Court, 
not at the appellate level. 
    The right of states to make their own decisions on such 
matters, Judge Easterbrook wrote, “is an older and more deeply 
rooted tradition than is a right to carry any particular kind of 
weapon.” 
  The lawyers for the plaintiffs, including the National Rifle 
Association, have asked the Supreme Court to take up the 
Chicago cases.  
   A split among the federal appeals circuits, especially on 
constitutional issues, invites Supreme Court action, said Adam 
Winkler, a law professor at the University of California, Los 
Angeles.  
    “Californians, Hawaiians and Oregonians have a Second 
Amendment right to bear arms, but New Yorkers, Illinoisans, and 
Wisconsinites don’t,” Professor Winkler said. “The Supreme 
Court will want to correct this sooner rather than later.” 
    The process of applying amendments of the Bill of Rights to 
the states, known as incorporation, began after the Civil War but 
had its heyday in the activist Supreme Court of the Earl Warren 
era. Much of the Bill of Rights, including the First Amendment’s 
freedom of speech and some rights of criminal defendants, have 
been applied to the states, but other elements have not, including 
the Seventh Amendment right to a civil jury trial and the Second 
Amendment.  
   Incorporation fell out of favor after the 1960s, but a new 
generation of largely liberal scholars of law and history have 
brought it back into the intellectual mainstream, said Akhil Reed 
Amar, a law professor at Yale University, who supports the 
process.  
   “The precedents are now supportive of incorporation of nearly 
every provision of the Bill of Rights,” Professor Amar said. 
“Now what’s odd is that the Second Amendment doesn’t apply to 
the states.” 
   Sanford Levinson, a law professor at the University of Texas, 
said he would be surprised if the Supreme Court accepted these 
gun cases, because some of the conservative justices on the court 
had scoffed at incorporation arguments in the past and might not 
want to set a precedent.  
   Professor Amar, however, argued that the justices would not 
only take up the case but would also ultimately vote for 
incorporation of the Second Amendment. 
    Even if the Second Amendment becomes the controlling law of 
every state and town, constitutional scholars say it is still unlikely 
that gun laws would be overturned wholesale. The Supreme 
Court’s Heller decision last year, notes Nelson Lund, a law 
professor at George Mason University, “clearly indicates that 
governments will still have wide latitude to regulate firearms.”  
    Even the Ninth Circuit in California, while applying the 
Second Amendment to the states, still upheld the gun ordinance 
that gave rise to the lawsuit. 
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    Eugene Volokh, a law professor at the University of 
California, Los Angeles, said the view of the Ninth Circuit 
reflected what polls have said was, by and large, the view of the 
American people. 
“There is a right to bear arms,” Professor Volokh said, “but it’s 
not absolute.” 
This article has been revised to reflect the following correction: 
Correction: June 19, 2009  
   Because of an editing error, an article on Wednesday about the 
status of litigation on city and state gun laws in the wake of a 
Supreme Court ruling last year described incorrectly a Chicago 
law that was upheld this month by a federal court. The law bars 
ownership of most handguns, not “automatic weapons and 
concealed handguns.”  
    The article also misspelled the name of a martial arts weapon 
that is barred by a New York law that a court allowed to stay in 
place. The weapon is a chuka stick or nunchaku — not a chukka, 
which is a small boot. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/06/17/us/17guns.html?_r=2 
 

09-06-16 Western states want reins on federal power 

   An expanded federal role prompts declarations of state 
sovereignty. Montana goes further with a gun bill defying U.S. 
firearm restrictions. The goal: Keep Washington on its side of the 
fence 
   Reporting from Bozeman, Mont. -- Frustrated by the expanded 
power of Washington, a growing number of state lawmakers are 
defying the federal government and passing legislation aimed at 
rolling back the reach of Congress and President Obama. 
   While many measures are symbolic ones declaring the 
sovereignty of states, some Westerners are taking more dramatic 
steps. One Utah lawmaker wants to limit federal law enforcement 
in his state. In Montana, legislators enacted a bill that flagrantly 
ignores federal firearm restrictions, hoping to force a 
constitutional showdown. 
  FOR THE RECORD: 
  Western politics: An article in Tuesday's Section A about the 
state sovereignty movement referred to legislation being 
considered for introduction next year in Montana that would 
make the sheriff the top law enforcement official in each county. 
The state Legislature does not meet again until 2011. — 
    Supporters of the bill want the Supreme Court to eliminate gun 
controls and, eventually, curtail Washington's ability to set policy 
on a wide range of issues, including education, civil rights, law 
enforcement and land use. 
    "It's about states' rights," said state Rep. Joel Boniek, an 
independent-turned-Republican from nearby Livingston, who 
introduced the bill. "Guns are just the vehicle." 
   The Montana Firearms Freedom Act seeks to exempt from 
federal regulation any firearm, gun component or ammunition 
made and kept within the state's borders. The legislation, signed 
by Democratic Gov. Brian Schweitzer, becomes law Oct. 1, 
though federal officials will likely act quickly to keep the 
measure from taking effect. 
   Legal experts are skeptical Montana will prevail in court, and 
even some proponents express their doubts. But supporters say 
the fight is a necessary step to change Washington's attitude. 
Similar bills have been introduced in nearly a half dozen states, 

and lawmakers in about a dozen more have expressed interest. 
   "We need 15, 25, 30 states to pass these types of legislation, so 
that we send a clear message to the country and to the national 
government," said Utah Rep. Carl Wimmer, a Republican from 
suburban Salt Lake City. 
   In addition to supporting a version of Montana's gun law, 
Wimmer is drafting legislation that would forbid local authorities 
to help enforce federal statutes inside Utah -- another bill that, if 
passed, would surely trigger a court fight. 
    "The national government has gained more and more power . . 
. to a point where we're simply subjects of the ruling masters in 
Washington, D.C.," said Wimmer, who has established an 
organization, the Patrick Henry Caucus, to rally like-minded 
lawmakers from other states. "That is not the way this country 
and this government were set up." 
   It is no accident the greatest defiance has surfaced in the West, 
a region with a history of antipathy toward outsiders and, 
especially, Washington. 
    "You're going to get more of it as people look at the growth of 
the federal government and the big bailout of financial interests," 
said Eric Herzik, a University of Nevada political scientist and 
expert on the Sagebrush Rebellion, the populist movement that 
swept the West a generation ago and helped put Ronald Reagan 
in the White House. 
    The sacred text for Wimmer, Boniek and their allies is the 
Constitution's 10th Amendment, which limits the powers of 
Washington. Although the language is straightforward -- all 
powers not specifically delegated to the federal government are 
reserved for the states -- the meaning has been debated (and 
elastically interpreted) throughout history. 
   Conservatives and libertarians have long cited the 10th 
Amendment to press their case against the expansion of federal 
power, usually to little avail. Their latest effort is the state 
sovereignty movement. (Some also refer to the "states' rights" 
movement, though for many those words evoke the segregated 
South and efforts to fight racial equality.) 
   In just the last few months, legislatures in five states -- Alaska, 
Idaho, North Dakota, Oklahoma and South Dakota -- have passed 
resolutions asserting their sovereignty and asking the federal 
government to "cease and desist" from meddling in their 
business. Similar measures are pending in about two dozen other 
states, including seven out West. 
    "There's a lot of people in the federal government saying: 'Do 
this. You must do that. We're the boss,' " said Republican state 
Rep. Brad Klippert, co-sponsor of sovereignty legislation 
pending in Olympia, Wash. "That's not true." 
     Several Republican governors, including Sarah Palin in 
Alaska, Mark Sanford in South Carolina and Rick Perry in Texas, 
have gone beyond symbolism, turning down a portion of federal 
stimulus funds -- and rejecting the strings attached -- as a way of 
expressing their independence from Washington. That has 
sometimes meant going to court and fighting fellow lawmakers 
eager to accept the money. 
   The latest movement appears aimed at Obama, who, in just a 
few months, has increased the size and scope of the federal 
government more dramatically than any president in decades. 
    Advocates deny that, citing a litany of grievances that include 
the No Child Left Behind education bill, which imposed strict 



 

 
Page 56

federal testing requirements, and the Real ID law, which dictates 
costly national standards for driver's licenses. Both were signed 
by President George W. Bush. 
    Still, Obama and his expansive agenda have unquestionably 
given momentum to the state sovereignty effort, which has been 
embraced by Republican politicians like Perry and heavily 
promoted by sympathetic commentators on conservative TV and 
talk radio. 
    For his part, Boniek at one point equated Obama with Hitler, 
Mao and Stalin, saying each loved his country in his fashion but 
proved disastrous as a leader. "He's ruining the country I love," 
Boniek said of Obama, his soft tone belying the harsh 
comparison. "He doesn't know what freedom is." 
    It is difficult to say how the Supreme Court might rule on 
Montana's gun law, which challenges the government's authority 
under the commerce clause of the Constitution, the legal basis for 
much federal regulation. 
   In the mid-1990s, the court struck down a federal law that 
sought to restrict guns near schools, using the rationale behind 
Montana's law: that the federal authority over interstate 
commerce did not extend to a product that was made and used 
within one state. 
   More recently, however, the justices rejected a direct challenge 
to the commerce clause, ruling in 2005 that the federal 
government had the authority to effectively override California's 
medical marijuana law, even though the cannabis was being 
grown and used within the state's borders. 
   "As an abstract legal matter, it's perfectly plausible," Eugene 
Volokh, a UCLA expert on constitutional law, said of Montana's 
case. "But it's very unlikely to succeed in today's legal climate." 
   Backers of the legislation concede as much. "No federal 
employee in a black robe is going to roll back the power of the 
federal government," said Gary Marbut, president of the Montana 
Shooting Sports Assn., who wrote the bill. "But we want to make 
a statement, get the legal arguments on the record and get people 
active." 
   Boniek, who makes his living operating a crane and leading 
big-game hunts, is already planning for next year's session. 
(Montana, like some other Western states, has a part-time 
legislature.) 
    He plans to introduce a bill that would make the sheriff the top 
law enforcement official in each county, requiring federal officers 
to seek permission to exercise authority in Montana. 
   For now, Boniek is waiting to see how the fight over his gun 
bill goes. "The whole thing is like a chess game," he said. "We've 
made our move. The next move is up to the federal government." 
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-na-west16-
2009jun16,0,3422958.story 
 

09-06-16 Gun Rights Groups Plan State-By-State Revolt 

    Gary Marbut isn't aiming to eliminate federal gun laws. He just 
wants to make them much less relevant. 
     Marbut, president of the Montana Shooting Sports 
Association, is one of the leaders of a new grassroots movement 
that's seeking to invoke the principle of states' rights -- including 
states' own authority to regulate firearms -- to thwart what he and 
his allies view as an increasingly overreaching federal 
government. 

    Politicians in Washington have "assumed power that many of 
us believe was not authorized under the limits of the 
Constitution," Marbut said in an interview with CBSNews.com 
last week. 
    This modern-day federalist revolt began with a Montana state 
law recently signed by Democratic Gov. Brian Schweitzer. It says 
that firearms, ammunition, and accessories manufactured entirely 
inside Montana are not subject to federal regulation, including 
background checks for buyers and record-keeping requirements 
for sellers. They would remain subject to state regulation. 
    The law, which does not permit the manufacture of certain 
large-caliber weapons or machine guns, takes effect on October 
1, 2009.  
    Montana is hardly alone: the Tennessee legislature has 
approved a nearly-identical bill, and others are pending in Texas, 
Alaska, Minnesota, and South Carolina. About 10 other states, 
including Florida and Arizona, are reportedly considering similar 
measures, and a Colorado state legislator has publicly pledged to 
follow suit.  
    Tennessee Gov. Phil Bredesen, a Democrat, said on Friday that 
he would let the bill become law without his signature. (Bredesen 
vetoed one gun rights bill last month; the veto was overriden.)  
    While this federalism-inspired revolt has coalesced around gun 
rights, the broader goal is to dust off a section of the Bill of 
Rights that most Americans probably have paid scant attention to: 
the Tenth Amendment. It says that "powers not delegated to the 
United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the 
States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people."  
   Read literally, the Tenth Amendment seems to suggest that the 
federal government's powers are limited only to what it has been 
"delegated," and the U.S. Supreme Court in 1918 confirmed that 
the amendment "carefully reserved" some authority "to the 
states." That view is echoed by statements made at the time the 
Constitution was adopted; New Hampshire explicitly said that 
states kept "all powers not expressly and particularly delegated" 
to the federal government.  
   But a series of subsequent court cases have, in the eyes of the 
federal judiciary, narrowed the Tenth Amendment so it now has 
little legal force.  
   The states "never gave the federal judiciary permission to erase 
the Tenth Amendment from the Constitution," Marbut said. "We 
need to reacquaint them with the Tenth Amendment."  
    That will be no trivial task. In a letter last week to the 
Tennessee House of Representatives, Gov. Bredesen said the 
state's version of the bill had "clear constitutional deficiencies," 
and even scholars who tend to favor gun rights believe it will 
meet a frosty reception if it ends up in court. (A spokesman for 
the Brady Campaign did not respond to an interview request.)  
   "I think they probably should succeed and I think they probably 
won't," Nelson Lund, a professor of constitutional law at George 
Mason University who specializes in the Second Amendment, 
said in an interview, referring to the backers of the gun rights 
bills. "The Supreme Court has strong precedents that would 
render this statute invalid."  
   Two doyens of gun rights advocacy agree. David Kopel of the 
free-market Independence Institute in Golden, Colo., says 
supporters would be "foolish" to expect to win. Randy Barnett, a 
Georgetown University law professor, believes the federalism 
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laws won't "stand up to scrutiny" and has been suggesting ways 
Texas and Utah could amend their pending bills to survive 
judicial review.  
    Barnett should know: he was a lead attorney in Gonzales v. 
Raich, in which the U.S. Supreme Court rejected similar claims 
involving medical marijuana. Angel Raich is a seriously ill 
patient who wanted to grow her own medical marijuana, which 
state law permitted her to do. But a federal law that the Justice 
Department claimed was based on Congress' constitutional 
authority to "regulate commerce" made it illegal.  
   In a 6-3 opinion written in 2005, the court said that someone 
growing marijuana for her own use could have a "substantial 
effect on interstate commerce" and therefore was able to be 
regulated by the federal government. (In an impassioned dissent 
Justice Clarence Thomas said that: "If Congress can regulate this 
under the Commerce Clause, then it can regulate virtually 
anything -- and the federal government is no longer one of 
limited and enumerated powers.")  
   One possibility is is that the composition of the U.S. Supreme 
Court has changed enough in the last four years to make a repeat 
of Gonzales v. Raich unlikely; on the other hand, some justices 
that might have been sympathetic to a sick mother using medical 
marijuana may not be as willing to embrace federalism in the 
form of liberalized gun regulations.  
    Another possibility is that proponents can argue -- as Marbut 
plans to do -- that this case is different. In Gonzales v. Raich, the 
Supreme Court noted "it is not feasible to distinguish" marijuana 
that's "manufactured and distributed interstate and controlled 
substances manufactured and distributed intrastate." The 
Montana law, by contrast, says that all state-made firearms "must 
have the words 'Made in Montana' clearly stamped on a central 
metallic part, such as the receiver or frame."  
    Marbut says he plans a test case in federal court that would use 
the example of a Montana resident without a federal firearms 
license seeking to manufacture a made-in-Montana gun. "We can 
get this clarified," he said. "I do not want any Montana citizen to 
face federal prison time."  
   Even though this case is a legal long shot, federalism fans say 
it's worth pursuing. "It's great PR for us," says Alan Gottlieb, 
founder of the Bellevue, Wash.-based Second Amendment 
Foundation. "It's keeping gun owners across the country excited 
and energized. It's a way of taking the offensive when normally 
gun owners are on the defensive."  
    The stakes are higher, of course, than just gun rights. If the 
judiciary somehow breathes new life into the Tenth Amendment, 
and curbs federal regulation of commerce taking place entirely 
within a state, that would let states bypass innumerable federal 
rules on everything from pharmaceuticals to children's toys.  
   "It's a response to federal overreaching," Gottlieb says. "A lot 
of people supporting this cause couldn't care less about firearms. 
They don't want the Obama administration dictating what states 
can and can't do. It's a pushback against federal authority in 
general."  
    In other words, if the state-by-state efforts to enact laws citing 
the Tenth Amendment prove to be legally futile, they might still 
raise the visibility of the topic of state autonomy. And a host of 
governors signing laws expressing their support for the Tenth 

Amendment might make the Obama administration view political 
realities a little differently.  
   Says Lund, the George Mason professor: "To the extent they're 
working to get people to think for themselves about the 
Constitution, that's a good thing and could lead to some good 
results." 
http://www.cbsnews.com/blogs/2009/06/16/politics/politicalhotsh
eet/entry5090952.shtml 
 

09-06-15  Washington man gets 15 years on federal gun 

charges  

     A Washington man will spend 15 years in a federal prison, 
making him the latest person with Washington County 
connections to be convicted on federal firearms violations.  
     Aaron Lamont Williams, 42, of 68 Sumner Ave., also was 
sentenced Friday to five years of supervised release by U.S. 
District Judge Joy Flowers Conti. Williams pleaded guilty before 
Conti on Feb. 6 to a charge of violating federal firearms laws.  
     Williams is the sixth person associated with the county to be 
sentenced as part of an initiative to get guns and career criminals 
off the streets. Project Safe Neighborhoods is a collaborative 
effort by federal, state and local law enforcement to prevent, 
deter and prosecute gun crime.  
     "Williams has been a frequent flyer in the courts," said 
Assistant District Attorney Joshua Carroll, who coordinates the 
Project Safe Neighborhoods for the county. "We are looking at 
career criminals and repeat felony offenders."  
     Williams was arrested April 15, 2008, after a warrant was 
served at his home by federal, state and local law enforcement. 
Found inside the home were several handguns and rifles.  
     The weapons included an Ithaca 12-gauge shotgun, a J.C. 
Higgins .22-Magnum rifle and 48 rounds of Winchester 12-gauge 
shotgun ammunition.  
     Charges of aggravated assault and reckless endangerment will 
be withdrawn against Williams in Washington County court, 
Carroll said. He was arrested for the 2007 shooting of David 
Patterson of West Alexander during a confrontation in the 10 
block of Sumner Avenue.  
     Already serving sentences for federal crimes involving guns 
are Deion Lamont Wilson, 37, of Wilkinsburg; Dirk Barfield Sr., 
45, of North Franklin Township; Antonio Wright, 39, of 
Canonsburg; Eric D. Holcomb, 28, of California; and Vandell 
Page, 29, of Washington.  
     Wilson, who was sentenced to 261/2 years, was found in a 
Canton Township motel room with crack along with a 9 mm 
pistol. Barfield, who was sentenced to 15 years, was found with 
two handguns. Wright was sentenced to 15 years, 8 months after 
he assaulted a Washington police officer and pointed a gun at 
another officer. Page was accused of waving a gun inside a South 
Fayette bar.  
     Seven others, Clifford Aley, Vernon Patrick, William Smith, 
Dirk Barfield Jr., Andre Walker, Zackory Sadler and Mark 
Yarbrough, also have been charged under the project in federal 
court.  
     "I think the program is working, but unfortunately there are 
still guns out there," Carroll said. "We are finding the offenders 
with guns getting younger - in their late teens and early 20s."  
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     Carroll said those still facing charges are looking at sentences 
of 10 to 15 years in federal prison. 
     "When they get sentenced to the county or state, they know a 
lot of the people and still have a lot of input," Carroll added. 
"When they are placed in a federal jail, they can go to Florida, 
New York, Virginia. We are taking these guys out of their 
element, where they don't know anyone."  
     Assisting the ATF and state police in the investigation were 
the district attorney's office and Washington and South Strabane 
Township police. 
http://www.observer-reporter.com/OR/Story/06-13-williams-
sentenced 
 
 
 

09-06-15 Twenty-three AGs tell Holder no dice on semi-auto 

ban renewal 

    On June 11, 23 state attorney generals signed and sent a letter 
to Attorney General Eric Holder advising him that they are 
opposed to renewal of the 1994 Clinton administration’s ban on 
semiautomatic firearms, erroneously dubbed “assault weapons” 
by proponents of the ban. 
      A list of those attorneys general is included below, and 
surprisingly, it does not include Washington Attorney General 
Rob McKenna.  
       This is a remarkable letter, made public by the National Rifle 
Association. It follows three months after 65 House Democrats 
sent a similar letter to Holder, admonishing him for remarks 
made earlier this year suggesting that the Obama administration 
would like to see the ban renewed. That March 17 letter took 
issue with Holder, and others, who at the time were using the 
drug cartel wars in Mexico as an excuse to push for renewal of 
the ban, which expired in September 2004 after having 
accomplished pretty much nothing. 
     As the states’ top law enforcement officials, we share the 
Obama Administration’s commitment to reducing illegal drugs 
and violent crime within the United States. We also share your 
deep concern about drug cartel violence in Mexico. However, we 
do not believe that restricting law abiding Americans’ access to 
certain semi-automatic firearms will resolve any of these 
problems. 
      McKenna is not generally thought of as an anti-gunner. His 
office did, after all, advise Seattle Mayor Greg Nickels – poised 
to be elected president of the U.S. Conference of Mayors 
Monday – that his blustery promise to ban legally-carried 
handguns from Seattle city property by executive order would be 
illegal. Nickels has some other problems as he heads into another 
campaign for re-election (the guy has never held a job in the 
private sector), and it will be interesting to watch whether he tries 
to bully people with his new national status, or make good use of 
his new position to address such pressing needs nationally as 
municipal infrastructure at times of economic downturn, public 
transportation, and urban decay. 
       It is not “bullying” in which the pro-gun attorneys general 
are engaging with Holder, but frank conversation about a subject 
that should be dead and buried. All 23 of these chief law 
enforcement officers concur that “additional gun control laws are 
unnecessary” and that the individual right to keep and bear arms 

protected by the Second Amendment “should not be encroached 
upon without sound justification – and a clear law enforcement 
purpose.”  
    Because fully automatic machine guns have already been 
banned, we do not believe that further restricting law-abiding 
Americans’ access to certain semiautomatic firearms serves any 
real law enforcement purpose. 
       The only logical purpose of reinstating the ban, expanding it 
as proponents desire and making it permanent would be to strip 
American citizens of their legally held property and make it seem 
acceptable. Once the gun prohibition lobby can sell the notion 
that banning a specific type of firearm is okay, they will wait a 
while and then move to ban another specific type of firearm, all 
under the guise of public safety. 
       As with the case of the letter from the 65 Democrat congress 
members in March, this letter did not get any news coverage, at 
least not yet. You can rest assured that if 23 attorneys general had 
signed a letter calling upon the Obama administration to push for 
renewal of the ban, it would have occupied all of the Sunday 
morning news/talk programs. 
  
    The 23 state Attorneys General who signed the letter are: 
Arkansas – Dustin McDaniel  
Alabama - Troy King  
Colorado - John W. Suthers  
Florida - Bill McCollum  
Georgia - Thurbert E. Baker  
Idaho - Lawrence G. Wasden  
Kansas - Steve Six  
Kentucky - Jack Conway  
Louisiana - James D. Caldwell  
Michigan - Mike Cox  
Missouri - Chris Koster  
Montana - Steve Bullock  
Oklahoma - W.A. Edmonson  
Nebraska - Jon Bruning  
Nevada - Catherine Cortez Masto  
New Hampshire - Kelly A. Ayotte  
North Dakota - Wayne Stenehjem  
South Carolina - Henry McMaster  
South Dakota - Lawrence Long  
Texas - Greg Abbott  
Utah - Mark L. Shurtleff  
Wisconsin – J.B. Van Hollen  
Wyoming - Bruce A. Salzburg 
http://www.examiner.com/x-4525-Seattle-Gun-Rights-
Examiner~y2009m6d15-Twentythree-AGs-tell-Holder-no-dice-
on-semiauto-ban-renewal 
 

09-06-15 DA Jarbola: Mental health care system 'failed' 

   Lackawanna County District Attorney Andy Jarbola aimed his 
sharpest criticism Monday in the fatal shooting of Brenda 
Williams at the system of mental health care providers he said 
"failed" her. 
   Ms. Williams' family sought unsuccessfully to have her 
evaluated by a mental health professional in the days prior to her 
death, Mr. Jarbola said at an afternoon press conference. 
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   "I believe the mental health system failed this individual," he 
said. "In my personal opinion, she should have been evaluated, 
whether it was that night or earlier, and if so maybe this incident 
wouldn't have happened." 
   Ms. Williams, an Air Force veteran, received treatment for her 
diagnosed paranoid schizophrenia primarily from the Veterans 
Affairs Medical Center in Wilkes-Barre, Mr. Jarbola said. Most 
recently, she had spoken with a counselor from the Scranton 
Counseling Center when a city police officer sought to commit 
her for treatment during a disturbance call just two days before 
the fatal shooting, but the center was only minimally involved in 
her care, Mr. Jarbola said. 
     The counselor contacted that night did not feel Ms. Williams' 
behavior merited an involuntary commitment, he said. 
   Mr. Jarbola also said that the VA Medical Center has so far 
refused to turn Ms. Williams' medical records over to 
investigators and, on Monday, he gave state police a subpoena to 
get those documents. 
     Neither the director of the Scranton Counseling Center nor a 
spokesman for the VA Medical Center could be reached Monday 
afternoon. 
    William Mikita Jr., the attorney representing Ms. Williams' 
family, said Monday that Mr. Jarbola "might be right" in his 
criticism of the mental health system, but the family does not yet 
have enough information to evaluate whether the system failed. 
     Mr. Mikita said when Ms. Williams stopped taking 
medications prescribed to control her schizophrenia, she tended 
to have unfounded fears her 14-year-old daughter was being 
mistreated. But her delusions had never been violent, he said. 
     "This is not someone who was looking to die, who was 
looking to get into an altercation," he said. 
   At the press conference, Mr. Jarbola described a tangled 
referral system between law enforcement officers and mental 
health counselors. 
   Under state law, police officers and medical first responders are 
not qualified to make a decision to commit someone involuntarily 
during a mental health crisis, although officers can call for an 
ambulance to transport someone to be evaluated by a counselor. 
Only mental health professionals can decide if mentally ill people 
pose a threat to themselves or others, the criteria for involuntary 
commitment. 
   Cpl. Robert Stanek, the supervising officer during the incident, 
decided not to seek an involuntary mental health commitment on 
the night Ms. Williams died, and dismissed the emergency 
medical personnel who had been called to the scene, Mr. Jarbola 
said. Officers did not contact any mental health professionals that 
night. 
   "There was no evidence that she was violent prior to her 
coming back into the dining room with a knife in her hand," he 
said. 
   Asked if he would recommend local police departments invest 
more in training officers to respond to people with mental illness, 
Mr. Jarbola said he "obviously" would, "but you're looking at 
funding issues, training issues." 
   "Should there be more? Yeah, I think there should be more," he 
said. "But the state doesn't require it at this point." 
http://www.scrantontimes.com/news/jarbola_mental_health_care
_system_failed 

 

09-06-15 DA says police shooting was justified 

     The four police officers who went to Brenda Williams' 
apartment the evening of May 28 were ready to wrap up, awaiting 
only the completion of a citation charging the North Scranton 
woman with disorderly conduct before calling it a night. 
     Then Ms. Williams emerged from her kitchen holding a knife 
with a wooden handle and an 8-inch blade, and suddenly 
everything changed. 
     Within seconds, as the 52-year-old woman ignored commands 
to drop the weapon as she moved toward one of the officers, 
three of them fired, fatally wounding Ms. Williams in what 
Lackawanna County District Attorney Andy Jarbola ruled 
Monday was a justifiable response to the threat she presented. 
     "In light of the facts that were presented to me by the state 
police, it is my opinion the officers involved - their actions - were 
justified and that no criminal charges will filed be against them," 
Mr. Jarbola said at a news conference at which he released the 
findings of the investigation. 
     If the long-awaited disclosure took some of the mystery out of 
what happened inside Ms. Williams' second-floor apartment at 
1501 N. Lincoln Ave., it is not likely to end the questions about 
how the Police Department handled what started out as a 
harassment call involving a mentally ill woman. 
     Attorney William Mikita Jr., who represented the Williams 
family, said he disagrees with Mr. Jarbola's conclusion that the 
shooting was justified. 
     "We've got one officer making the determination that she's not 
a threat to herself and minutes later, she's dead," Mr. Mikita said. 
"How does something like that happen? Did they lose control of 
the scene?" 
     Referring occasionally to a diagram of Ms. Williams' 
apartment and photos from the scene posted on a wall at his 
Spruce Street office, Mr. Jarbola spent nearly an hour outlining 
the circumstances that led to the shooting and how he reached his 
determination. 
     For the first time, the four officers who were at Ms. Williams' 
apartment - and who have been on administrative duty since the 
incident - were identified. 
     Cpl. Robert Stanek, who was the supervisor at the scene, is a 
16-year police veteran, Mr. Jarbola said. Officer James Smith, 
who had had previous contact with Ms. Williams, has been with 
the department for 11 years. The other two, Officers Jason Knoch 
and Eric Jordan, have been on the force for just over a year. 
     The district attorney also revealed Ms. Williams was shot five 
times, including two lethal wounds to her abdomen and another 
potentially fatal wound that severed the femoral artery in her right 
leg. She had a sixth wound from falling on the knife. 
     According to Mr. Jarbola, Officers Smith and Jordan were the 
first to respond, going to Ms. Williams' apartment shortly after 10 
p.m. after a neighbor complained Ms. Williams had been 
harassing her and her fiance. 
     Officer Smith had responded to a similar call two days earlier, 
on May 26, when he learned Ms. Williams had been diagnosed as 
a paranoid schizophrenic who had possibly stopped taking her 
prescribed medication, Mr. Jarbola said. 
     When a nude Ms. Williams retreated back into her apartment 
after answering the door, the officers entered and found the 
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woman underneath the covers in her bedroom. She appeared 
agitated and annoyed, yelling and cursing at the officers. 
     Around 10:40 p.m., Officer Smith contacted the 
Communications Center and requested an ambulance for a 
possible involuntary commitment of Ms. Williams under Section 
302 of the state's mental health law. The law permits the 
involuntary commitment of individuals who are deemed a threat 
to themselves or others. 
     Around the same time, Officer Smith requested Cpl. Stanek be 
notified of the situation. Emergency medical technicians arrived 
at 10:45 p.m., and Cpl. Stanek and Officer Knoch came about 15 
minutes later, around 11, Mr. Jarbola said. 
     At that time, the EMTs told state police, Ms. Williams "was 
pacing around the apartment nude, She was agitated, screaming 
and cursing at everyone," he said. 
     After a discussion with the other officers in the apartment's 
living room, and with no evidence Ms. Williams posed a danger 
to herself or others, Cpl. Stanek made the decision there would be 
no 302 commitment and instructed Officer Knoch to write up a 
citation for disorderly conduct instead. The EMTs were also 
released. 
     "They were basically waiting for the citation to be written, and 
they were going to leave," Mr. Jarbola said. 
     That's when Ms. Williams emerged from her bedroom and 
went to her kitchen at the other end of the apartment, he said. The 
officers heard her rummaging through the kitchen, and one 
suggested she may be getting a knife. 
     Mr. Jarbola said Ms. Williams, who was 5 feet, 7 inches tall 
and weighed about 194 pounds, then returned from the kitchen 
through the dining room, holding a knife in front of her as she 
walked into the living room. The officers drew their weapons and 
ordered her to drop the knife, but she refused and headed directly 
toward Officer Smith, who moved backward through her 
bedroom door. 
     She was 2 to 5 feet from Officer Smith when the officers fired 
- Officer Smith from just inside the bedroom, and Officer Knoch 
and Sgt. Stanek from another doorway to her right, Mr. Jarbola 
said. 
     It is still unclear who fired first, but Officers Smith and Knoch 
each fired twice and Cpl. Stanek once, he said. Officer Jordan, 
who could not see Ms. Williams from where he was standing, did 
not discharge his weapon. 
     The time that elapsed between Ms. Williams going to the 
kitchen and the officers opening fire was less than 30 seconds and 
probably "more like 10 to 15 seconds," Mr. Jarbola said. 
     The district attorney said law enforcement officials are 
allowed to use deadly force under Pennsylvania law "when there 
is an imminent threat of death of serious bodily injury to 
themselves or others" - a condition he said was met when Ms. 
Williams advanced on Officer Smith with the knife. 
     Mr. Jarbola said he could not speak to the issue of whether the 
officers were complacent in allowing Ms. Williams to go to her 
kitchen unsupervised. 
     "She's not under arrest. It's in her own home," he said. "The 
officers - I don't know - they could have assumed she was going 
to the bathroom." 
     Police Chief David Elliott, who received a copy of the state 
police report late Monday afternoon, called the four officers 

"good cops" who have never had any type of disciplinary issues 
in the time he has been chief. 
     With the completion of the state police investigation and Mr. 
Jarbola's review, the department will now conduct its own 
internal review "to make sure we followed the correct procedures 
and whether there is anything we could have done differently," he 
said. 
     In the meantime, three of the four officers have seen 
psychologists and have been cleared to return to duty, he said. 
The fourth had an appointment Monday. 
     "These officers just took someone's life. Mentally, it can take 
a toll on you," he said. 
     Mr. Mikita, the attorney who represents Ms. Williams' family, 
did not rule out the possibility that the family will file a civil suit, 
but he said they will need to review all the evidence before 
making that decision. 
http://www.scrantontimes.com/news/da_says_police_shooting_w
as_justified 
 

09-06-15 First 'anti-stab' knife to go on sale in Britain 

  The first “anti-stab” knife is to go on sale in Britain, designed to 
work as normal in the kitchen but to be ineffective as a weapon.  
   The knife has a rounded edge instead of a point and will snag 
on clothing and skin to make it more difficult to stab someone.  
   It was invented by industrial designer John Cornock, who was 
inspired by a documentary in which doctors advocated banning 
traditional knives.  
   Mr Cornock, 42, from Swindon, said that the knife will cut 
vegetables, but will make it almost impossible to stab someone to 
death and will reduce the risk of accidental injuries.  
  He said: “It can never be a totally safe knife, but the idea is you 
can’t inflict a fatal wound. Nobody could just grab one out of the 
kitchen drawer and kill someone.”  
   The knife is expected to sell for around £40-50 and has been 
tested with “very favourable” results by the Home Office’s 
Design and Technology Alliance - set up to research products 
that can deter crime.  
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/uk/crime/article6501720.e
ce 
 

09-06-15  More Women Getting Gun Training 

   ANN ARBOR, MI (Michigan Radio) - Robin Boruta is a 
saleswoman and instructor. Tonight, she's teaching our ladies-
only gun class. 
   "We're seeing a lot more women take that next step, and kind of 
be brave about it," she says. "They're still a little unsure. They're 
still a little intimidated. But they want to be able to carry those 
guns." 
  The other women in the class tonight range from early twenties 
to seventies. 
Mara Kimmel is dressed in a navy blue suit and scarf that make 
her look like a flight attendant. She's not. 
   "I'm a mortician, and I oftentimes have to drive to Detroit to 
make removals, and it's quite unsafe, actually for a female, in my 
opinion," she says. "And sometimes I'm alone." 
  One young woman has her own gun and accessories. She's the 
mother of a 12-week-old baby boy. She's worried about gun 
rights. 
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   "Me and my husband purchased a assault weapon, assault rifle, 
just before the holidays, just before the current president was 
elected, just because of the fact that the current vice president 
that we have was one of the top supporters of the Brady Bill, 
which originally banned all assault rifles," she says.  
   We file into a classroom into the back of the building -- 22 of 
us. It's a full house. 
  We fill out a one-page questionnaire asking for basic 
information ... and if we have a criminal background, or suffer 
from a mental illness or disability.  
 About half of us -- like me -- say we've never fired a weapon 
before. 
   Boruta gives us the basic safety protocol. 
   Then it's time for us to learn to load our gun. 
   Mine's a nine millimeter, so it has a magazine. It's not easy -- 
the bullets, in this case plastic -- keep popping out, falling onto 
the floor.  
   Once the magazine is loaded, we learn to slide it into the gun, 
and chamber the round. 
  Then Boruta shows us the proper grip -- with a word of 
warning: 
  "After every shot, the slide goes back with a lot of force," she 
says. "And it will go back whether you're in the way or not. And 
it will take a nice little chunk out of the top of your hand -- which 
there's not a lot of meat there, so it really hurts, and it really 
bleeds a lot." 
    Now, for the first time in my life, it's time to shoot a gun. 
  "When that front site's in focus, go to put your finger on the 
trigger, just using the beginning pads of your finger, pull nice, 
slow, straight back," my coach says. "OK?"  
    I fire the gun. 
  "Good!" My instructor seems pleased. "Good! We get a lot that 
don't hit it." 
  "Did I hit it?" I think my eyes were closed when I shot. 
"You got a seven!" she says. 
   Diane Polanski is helping to teach the class tonight. Polanski 
says shooting can be emotional. 
   "I've had people cry after the first shot," she says. "I've had 
people almost drop the gun and start to back away. It's very 
overwhelming. It's a very powerful thing to feel that gun go off in 
your hand, and they go, "wow" and they light up like it's 
Christmas morning. Everybody's different." 
   After a couple of rounds, the bulls-eye target is replaced by a 
paper silhouette of a man. I'm feeling more confident now. I put 
eight shots dead center and a few more close to it. 
  It's exhausting. It's smoky. Even with ear protection, it's loud. 
 I roll up my paper targets and take them as a souvenir.  
   I can understand the appeal of the sport, and why a woman 
might feel more secure with a weapon she knows how to use. 
   It's not for me. 
I'm Rina Miller, Michigan Radio News. 
http://www.publicbroadcasting.net/michigan/news.newsmain/arti
cle/4/0/1517780/Opinion/More.Women.Getting.Gun.Training 
 

09-06-15 Ofc. Hoggard doing 'much better' 

    NORTH PHILADELPHIA - June 15, 2009 (WPVI) -- 
Detectives are making progress in the search for the gunman who 

opened fire on a police officer over the weekend in North 
Philadelphia.  
    Officer Ashley Hoggard was wounded in the shoulder early 
Sunday morning.  
    Police say Hoggard was wounded around 2:30 Sunday 
morning. He and his partner responded to gunfire near the 
intersection of 13th and Somerset Streets outside Franchise 
Sports Bar and Grille, which has been the focal point of gun 
violence before.  
    They rushed to the scene and witnessed a man firing a gun. 
They exchanged gunfire and Officer Hoggard was hit.  
    The 26-year-old officer is a 3-year veteran of the force. He was 
hit in the soft tissue of his right shoulder, just above his standard 
body armor.  
    Surveillance video showed on bar patron had already been shot 
and critcally wounded out on the sidewalk.  
    Police say the first gunman then gave a handgun to a second 
suspect, who is then seen handing the gun to a third cohort.  
   That's when, police say, Officer Hoggard arrived on the scene.  
    "You see him walk southbound. Then, at some point in time, 
he goes in between two parked cars. At that point we see the 
police officer doubled-over. He goes back onto the sidewalk and 
we see him collapse," said Deputy Commissioner William 
Blackburn.  
    Eventually two other men, believed to have been in the bar 
moments before gunfire erupted, were wounded at various 
locations around the bar.  
   In all, at least 30 different shots were fired from several 
different weapons in this fiasco.  
   One of those civilians has been treated and released, and police 
say he's been talking to them.  
   Police say they also have extensive video from inside the bar, 
showing a man with a gun visible on the dance floor before the 
first shooting.  
    "After the police officer is shot you see individuals right inside 
that particular location, and you see an individual with a trash bag 
handing out guns," said Blackburn. "Four or five individuals are 
being armed with guns."  
   The Franchise Sports Bar and Grille has a violent history. A 
double homicide went down outside the bar back in November, 
2007.  
   The manager tells Action News she has three armed security 
men and a bouncer on duty during the weekends, and denies her 
spot is ground zero for trouble.  
   But, late Monday, authorities shut down the Franchise Sports 
Bar and Grille, calling it a "public nuisance."  
   So far no suspects have been arrested. Those involved could be 
charge with the attempted murder of a police officer.  
   Officer Hoggard was returned to the intensive care unit at 
Temple University Hospital overnight due to internal bleeding. 
However, officials said Monday that his condition is improving.  
   Officer Hoggard was working overtime with Operation 
Pressure Point - a warm weather weekend operation that is 
designed to crack down on violent street crime, especially around 
nuisance bars.  
http://abclocal.go.com/wpvi/story?section=news/local&id=68651
56 
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09-06-14 Prior restraints on speech and guns enable tyranny 

    We've seen how some would like to exploit the Holocaust 
Museum shooting to erode liberty. We've seen how some would 
like to enact preventive measures against what they perceive as 
"hate speech" to the point of rounding up it's "promoters." 
   Which brings us to a question I said I'd explore today: At what 
point do others have a right to intervene with our freedom of 
expression? And what does that have to do with "gun rights"? 
  A piece I wrote ten years ago opens the door to that 
conversation: 
      You CAN yell "Fire!" in a crowded theater 
   Even the First Amendment doesn't give us an unrestricted right 
to free speech, say those who would eliminate the Second. You 
can be sued for libel or slander if you defame someone in print or 
speech. You can't threaten people. And you can't yell "fire!" in a 
crowded theater. 
  Ergo, "reasonable" gun control laws are not only necessary, but 
constitutional. 
   As usual, such calculated weasel-wording will elicit nods from 
audiences conditioned to accept anything uttered by a talking 
head or printed under a screaming headline as the final authority. 
And, as usual, if one probes a bit beneath the surface, the 
misdirection and outright deception represented by this line of 
thinking isn't hard to ferret out. 
   The first flawed premise is that the Bill of Rights "gives" 
anything at all. It does not; it merely articulates specified (but not 
all) unalienable rights that are inherent to the condition of being 
human, that predate the formation of government or the adoption 
of any constitution, and that may not properly be deprived from 
full enfranchisement save when they are abused to the injury of 
others. 
   In other words, you can't be muzzled beforehand. You CAN 
yell "Fire!" in a crowded theater. Any time you feel like it. The 
government can impose no prior restraint on anything that you 
may say or write. To do so violates your unalienable rights under 
the Constitution; the only ones bound by prior restraints in such 
matters are the government. 
   I would, however, advise that there actually be a fire. Because 
if there's not, it's proper for your reckless action to meet with a 
penalizing response. And if someone is threatened or injured, it's 
just to expect punishment for your actions and restitution for your 
victims. 
  But you can still threaten your neighbors and coworkers, and 
shout from the rooftops whatever fabricated slur you want about 
anybody you choose, or publish libelous remarks impugning the 
good name of the most exalted among us. Any time at all. For 
instance, if    I want to say that Rosie O'Donnell is a...wait, that's 
not a good example--it has to be untrue. 
    The point being, you need to do the crime before you do the 
time. If you harass, intimidate or terrorize someone with 
menacing words or demeanor, or if what you say or write is false 
and done with malice or reckless disregard, you've got a world of 
hurt coming your way, and deservedly so. 
    Like it or not, and those who would disregard it most certainly 
do not, the same holds true for the Second Amendment. You bet 
there are legitimate and just restraints that society can impose 
once you menace or harm someone, or otherwise prove yourself 
to be incompetent or untrustworthy. But until such time as you 

do, your right to keep and bear arms may not be infringed. 
   And like it or not, just as we can't require a permit for you to 
speak your mind, or impose a waiting period before you can 
purchase a newspaper, or demand that you register your video 
purchases, just as we can't pass laws prohibiting concealed 
crucifixes, the same holds true for guns--or at least should. 
  But that's not the same, cry the gun haters. The only purpose of 
guns is to kill! 
   Demonstrably not true, but so may words and ideas, unless you 
think the despots of the past and present have rounded up and 
dispatched their victims by themselves. And just as words can 
also provide deliverance, so too can guns. They do in this country 
on a daily basis, to the tune of up to 2.5 million times* a year. 
   This leads us to the final flawed premise; that any of the 
20,000* "reasonable" infringements constructed in the minds of 
headline-seizing politicians, and enacted to date at the federal, 
state and local level, have made society safer, or have kept the 
predators among us from wreaking carnage at will. 
   Is there anyone who seriously thinks law number 20,001 will be 
the one that finally works? 
http://www.examiner.com/x-1417-Gun-Rights-
Examiner~y2009m6d14-Prior-restraints-on-speech-and-guns-
enable-tyranny 
 

09-06-13 Details on gunman, shooting emerge 

    YATESVILLE - New details surfaced Friday about what took 
place inside the Nazareth townhouse rented by Daniel 
Autenrieth's estranged wife before he kidnapped their 9-year-old 
son, Trevor, and led police on a 40-mile chase into the Pocono 
Mountains that ended with the shooting death of Trooper Joshua 
Miller, who was buried Friday in Laceyville. 
    Susan Autenrieth has told friends she believes her husband 
meant to kill his entire family. 
    Mr. Autenrieth was supposed to drop their three children at 
curbside during a custody exchange Sunday night. Instead, he 
carried their half-asleep 3-year-old to the door, and Mrs. 
Autenrieth let him inside, her friend Torrie Clarke said. 
    After telling the children to go upstairs, Mr. Autenrieth pointed 
a gun at her and said, "If you don't talk to me, this isn't going to 
end well for anybody," Ms. Clarke told The Associated Press in 
the first full account of what took place inside the home. 
    Mrs. Autenrieth, who had recently broken her ankle, screamed 
for the children to lock themselves in the upstairs bathroom and 
ran for the back door. Her husband tried to stop her from getting 
out, repeatedly slamming the door on her leg cast. But she fought 
him off, got outside and yelled for a neighbor to call 911. 
    "That moment is what saved her life," Ms. Clarke said. 
    Mr. Autenrieth took off with their son and led police on a wild 
chase before his car was forced off the road. Mr. Autenrieth 
opened fire as troopers rushed his car. He and Trooper Miller 
died in the gunbattle, and Trooper Robert Lombardo, 35, was hit 
in the torso. The boy was unhurt, though his arm was hit by a 
shell casing, Ms. Clarke said. 
    Investigators looking into how Mr. Autenrieth, 31, got the 9 
mm handgun have discovered surveillance footage from a 
sporting goods store that showed Mr. Autenrieth's girlfriend 
purchasing the gun in late May, a law enforcement official with 
knowledge of the investigation told the AP on Friday. 
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    Mr. Autenrieth, who was not permitted to have a weapon under 
the terms of a protection-from-abuse order obtained by his wife, 
was with his girlfriend when she bought the gun, the official said. 
    The official spoke on condition of anonymity because the 
investigation is not complete. 
    Mrs. Autenrieth, meanwhile, has entered counseling along with 
her three children. Her son hasn't spoken much about what 
happened to him Sunday night, Ms. Clarke said. 
    "In all honesty, Trevor just wants to be a normal little boy," 
Ms. Clarke said. "He wants to go back for the last days of school 
and see his friends; he wants to go to the home run derby." 
http://www.scrantontimes.com/news/details_on_gunman_shootin
g_emerge 
 

09-06-12 Target of Sarasota robbery shoots his assailant 

     SARASOTA - Elliott Firby left the post office on Tallevast 
Road, where he has worked the night shift as a mail sorter for the 
past 13 years, and headed home on Thursday. 
   It was 2:45 a.m. and he was alone on the road, save for a dark 
pickup truck that slowed down, let Firby pass and started 
following him on University Parkway. 
  Firby was suspicious. 
   “Something is fixing to jump off,” he recalled thinking to 
himself, as he sat at a table at the Sarasota Police Department on 
Thursday afternoon and told the story to reporters. 
   The truck was still behind him when Firby pulled into his 
driveway on Rilma Avenue and got out to open a gate. A guy 
jumped out of the truck with a shotgun — politely telling Firby 
that he was being robbed. 
   “Give it up, sir,” he said. 
    Firby, 54, had followed recent news reports of violence in 
Newtown, especially a rise in shootings and a recent spate of 
home invasions. His wife was asleep inside the home and he was 
concerned that the robber might try to get to her. 
   About a year ago — worried about the increase in crime — 
Firby and his wife got concealed-weapon permits. 
   “You have to do something to protect yourself,” he said. “The 
police can’t be there all the time.” 
  Firby started carrying a .380-caliber pistol wherever he went, 
stashing it in his pocket. 
   As the robber approached with the shotgun, Firby went to his 
knees to make him think he was complying. 
    The shotgun was covered with a T-shirt, police say, and the 
robber fumbled with it. 
   Firby reached for his pistol and fired a round, striking the 
robber in the stomach. 
    The robber stumbled back toward the truck and Firby fired 
again, missing as the truck sped away.  
   A few hours later, officials at Sarasota Memorial Hospital 
called the police to say that a teenager, Brandon Ellis, 16, had 
showed up with a bullet wound. 
    Ellis just finished his junior year at Booker High School, 
where he played basketball and football. 
    He has no arrest record, police say. His injury is not life-
threatening. 
   Detectives plan to charge him with attempted robbery when he 
is released from the hospital. 

   Late Thursday, detectives arrested Ellis’ half-brother, Cadareus 
Ray, on an armed robbery charge. 
   Ray, 18, who graduated from Booker in 2008, was a linebacker 
on the football team and, after graduation, continued to play 
football at a junior college in California. 
     When Ellis was dropped off at the hospital, a surveillance 
camera filmed the black truck as he climbed out of it. Detectives 
found the truck later Thursday in front of the 25th Street home 
where Ellis and Ray live. 
    Detectives say Ellis and Ray were cruising Sarasota looking 
for someone to rob, and that it was Ray who gave Ellis the 
shotgun. 
    Firby says he had $5 on him. 
    “It wasn’t a whole lot of money,” Firby says, “but you do what 
you have to do when you’re looking down the business end of a 
shotgun.” 
   For Firby, the ordeal left him shaken, tired and thankful that he 
was armed. 
    He first thought about carrying a gun last year, as the the 
economy’s condition rapidly deteriorated. 
    People started moving out of his neighborhood and vagrants 
took over a few empty houses. 
    Once, someone cut his phone lines. Another time, when he was 
on a bicycle, someone shot him with a paintball gun. He and his 
wife figured it was time to take their safety more seriously. 
   They took a gun course, got the concealed-weapon permits and 
try to never leave home without a pistol within reach. 
    Detectives have cleared Firby of any wrongdoing in the 
shooting. Florida’s “Stand Your Ground” law — which allows 
people to use deadly force when they face bodily harm — was a 
factor in the decision not to charge him. 
    “He was looking at dying,” said Sarasota Police Capt. Bill 
Spitler. “And he has every right to defend himself.” 
http://www.heraldtribune.com/article/20090612/ARTICLE/9061
21036/2055/NEWS?Title=Target-of-Sarasota-robbery-shoots-
his-assailant 
 

09-06-12  Wife who shot husband won't stand trial 

   CHARLEROI - A Mon Valley woman will not stand trial for 
attempted homicide for shooting her husband in the head, 
because he is refusing to cooperate with the prosecution.  
   Vickie Lanor Kubin, 35, agreed Thursday to plead guilty to 
lesser charges of simple assault and reckless endangerment in the 
shooting that critically injured her spouse.  
   "We didn't want to drop the case entirely because of the 
seriousness of what happened," said Dennis Popojas, an assistant 
district attorney in Washington County.  
   Mark Kubin has recovered from the shooting that took place 
about 1:50 a.m. June 3 following an argument in the couple's 
home at 105 Fox Stop Road in Fallowfield Township.  
   Vickie Kubin told state police she wanted to "make my point 
known" when she decided to fire a shot over her husband's head 
from a 9mm handgun. But the bullet struck him behind his left 
ear while he was lying in bed.  
  Mark Kubin attended his wife's hearing before District Judge 
Larry Hopkins.  
  "See you in a bit," he said to his wife as she was being led back 
to Washington County Jail to make arrangements to be released 
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from custody. Hopkins agreed to reduce her bond to $250,000 
unsecured so she could return home.  
    In exchange for the plea, Vickie Kubin will be sentenced to 12 
to 23 months of probation. Within the first six months, she will 
undergo a drug and alcohol assessment and complete anger 
management classes, Popojas said.  
"She's going to get the treatment she needs," he said. 
http://www.observer-reporter.com/OR/Story/06-12-Fallowfield-
Shooting 
 

09-06-12 Source: Girlfriend of man in fatal shootout with 

slain trooper bought gun 

   YATESVILLE (AP) — A law enforcement official says the 
gun used by a man in Sunday's fatal shootout with police was 
purchased by the man's girlfriend late last month. 
     A law enforcement official with knowledge of the 
investigation tells The Associated Press that surveillance footage 
from a sporting goods store shows Daniel Autenrieth's girlfriend 
purchasing the handgun in late May. The official spoke on 
condition of anonymity because the investigation into how 
Autenrieth got the gun is not complete. 
    Autenrieth died Sunday night in a gun battle with police after 
leading them on a 40-mile high-speed chase that ended in 
Tobyhanna. Autenrieth had kidnapped his 9-year-old son and was 
not permitted to have a weapon under the terms of a protection 
from abuse order. 
    State Trooper Joshua Miller was killed in the exchange of 
gunfire. Another trooper was wounded. Autenrieth's son was 
unhurt. 
  Funeral services for Miller are being held Friday 
http://www.poconorecord.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20090
612/NEWS/90612010 
 

09-06-11 The Second Amendment and the States 

   Why the Supreme Court should strike down Chicago's handgun 
ban 
Last year's landmark Supreme Court decision in District of 

Columbia v. Heller definitively settled the fact that the Second 
Amendment guarantees an individual right—as opposed to a 
collective one—to keep and bear arms. Yet that ruling applied 
only to the federal government (which oversees Washington, 
D.C.). Does the Second Amendment apply against state and local 
governments as well? 
   Although Heller never answered that question, Justice Antonin 
Scalia's majority opinion did provide a very potent hint. In 
footnote 23, Scalia observed that while the Court's earlier ruling 
in U.S. v. Cruikshank (1876) stated that the Second Amendment 
did not apply against the states, "Cruikshank also said that the 
First Amendment did not apply against the States and did not 
engage in the sort of Fourteenth Amendment inquiry required by 
our later cases." 
    To appreciate Scalia's meaning, consider that the Supreme 
Court has been protecting First Amendment rights from state and 
local abuse since 1925's Gitlow v. New York. The Court has done 
so under the so-called incorporation doctrine, whereby most of 
the Bill of Rights and certain other fundamental rights have been 
incorporated against the states via the Due Process Clause of the 
14th Amendment, which reads, "nor shall any state deprive any 

person of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law." 
Cruikshank is therefore a dead letter when it comes to free 
speech. So why should it still matter for gun rights? As the 
footnote basically points out, Cruikshank was decided before 
incorporation had even been invented. So it's the modern 
incorporation doctrine that matters now, not the long-dead 
reasoning behind Cruikshank. 
   This controversy lies at the center of last week's unfortunate 
decision in National Rifle Association v. Chicago (formerly 
McDonald v. Chicago), where the federal 7th Circuit Court of 
Appeals held that the Second Amendment offers zero protection 
against the draconian gun control laws currently in place in 
Chicago and Oak Park, Illinois. 
   It's a mistaken and also strangely misguided decision, as 
plaintiff's attorney Alan Gura (who previously argued and won 
Heller) demonstrates in the appeal he quickly filed with the 
Supreme Court. As Gura notes, not only did the 7th Circuit 
decline "to perform the required incorporation analysis," the 
court "erred in failing to heed Heller's cautionary statement that 
the pre-incorporation relics [including Cruikshank] lack ‘the sort 
of Fourteenth Amendment inquiry required by our later cases.'" 
  Moreover, the 7th Circuit even suggested that federalism would 
best be served by letting the states disregard the Second 
Amendment entirely. "Federalism is an older and more deeply 
rooted tradition than is a right to carry any particular kind of 
weapon," Chief Judge Frank Easterbrook wrote for the three-
judge panel. 
  Yet as Gura rightfully responds in his petition, "To claim that of 
all rights, the Second Amendment must yield to local majoritarian 
impulses is especially wrong considering that the rampant 
violation of the right to keep and bear arms was understood to be 
among the chief evils vitiated by adoption of the Fourteenth 
Amendment." Indeed, the 14th Amendment was specifically 
written and ratified by the Radical Republicans after the Civil 
War to protect the recently freed slaves and their white allies 
from the depredations of the former Confederate states, including 
the infamous Black Codes, which curtailed property rights, 
liberty of contract, free speech, and the right to keep and bear 
arms. 
    The Second Amendment deserves the exact same respect as 
the rest of the Bill of Rights, nearly all of which have now been 
incorporated, something Gura is careful to explain. Which is 
precisely what the 7th Circuit should have said. Moreover, Gura 
persuasively argues that now is the right time for the Supreme 
Court to correct one of its most glaring historical errors by 
overturning the controversial Slaughterhouse Cases (1873), 
which essentially gutted the 14th Amendment's Privileges or 
Immunities Clause, which reads, "No state shall make or enforce 
any law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of 
citizens of the United States." As numerous legal historians have 
now documented, the text, original meaning, and history of that 
clause all point in one direction: It was designed to nationalize 
the Bill of Rights and other substantive rights. 
   The 7th Circuit essentially breezed past this argument, though 
it's perhaps worth noting that Judge Easterbrook did so while 
repeatedly referring to the "Privileges and Immunities Clause," 
which is actually located in Article IV of the Constitution, when 
he quite clearly meant to write (and refer to) the 14th 
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Amendment's "Privileges or Immunities Clause." It's a small 
error, to be sure, though it's still one that the federal circuit ought 
not to make. 
   So what does all this mean for the future of the Second 
Amendment and gun rights? Last January, the 2nd Circuit, 
including Supreme Court nominee Judge Sonia Sotomayor, 
reached the same erroneous conclusion about incorporation as the 
Seventh did last week. Yet in April, the 9th Circuit got it right, 
holding in Nordyke v. King that, "the right to keep and bear arms 
is 'deeply rooted in this Nation's history and tradition'... [and] is 
necessary to the Anglo-American conception of ordered liberty." 
This split among the circuits means the Supreme Court will 
almost certainly take up the issue. 
   Given that Gura's provocative and sharply reasoned appeal is 
now in the Court's hands, and given that Chicago's contested 
handgun ban so closely resembles the D.C. ban nullified last year 
in Heller, this case offers the perfect opportunity for the Court to 
fully restore the Second Amendment to its rightful place in our 
constitutional system. 
   Damon W. Root is an associate editor at Reason. 
http://www.reason.com/news/show/134062.html 
 

09-06-11 Police tried to talk him down by cell phone before 

double-fatal shootout in Monroe County 

  SARP roadblocks failed to stop pursued father 
   During Sunday's car chase that ended in a double-fatal 
shootout, police were talking by cell phone with the man 
speeding through Monroe County, dodging roadblocks, with his 
9-year-old son in the passenger seat and a pistol in his hand. 
    That gun, a 9 mm Taurus, may have been the first he'd ever 
possessed. 
   Police and 911 dispatchers were in communication with Daniel 
Autenrieth, 31, by cell   phone as he led a chase from Nazareth to 
Tobyhanna, according to state and local police. 
   "It was a matter of trying to communicate with him that the 
situation was escalating, but by that point it had not reached the 
point where it could not be stopped peacefully if he would stop 
the car and release the child," said Lt. Robert Bartal of the state 
police barracks in Hazleton. "He was unwilling to do either of 
those things." 
   After a more than 30-minute, 40-mile chase, Autenrieth was 
finally run aground after a police cruiser made contact and spun 
his car into a guardrail. A pair of troopers ran to either side of the 
car to grab the boy, shots were exchanged at close range, and 
Autenrieth was killed and Trooper Joshua Miller mortally 
wounded. Trooper Robert Lombardo, who was with Miller, was 
also wounded. 
    Autenrieth was struck by three shots fired by Miller and five 
by Lombardo. Miller was shot in the thigh and upper chest near 
his collarbone — just above the bulletproof vest he was wearing. 
Lombardo was shot once under his left arm, under his bulletproof 
vest. The 9-year-old boy was pulled safely from the car through 
the passenger door. 
   Stroud Area Regional Police joined the pursuit as Autenrieth 
entered Monroe County along Route 191 south of Stroudsburg at 
around 8 p.m. Sunday. SARP officers tried twice to disable the 
car using spike strips across the road. 

   "Our goal was to try and disable the vehicle and bring the chase 
to an end," said SARP Capt. William Parrish. "We deployed a 
device called Stop Sticks, which is a strip of cone-like needles, 
strung out across the road to puncture tires." 
   Police set the Stop Sticks across Route 191 near the Cherry 
Valley Bistro in Stroud Township and at the intersection of Route 
191 and Route 611 in south Stroudsburg, he said. 
   "(Autenrieth) managed to maneuver around the first set, and on 
the second set he got tangled in the rope used to deploy the strip," 
Parrish said. "We were not able to successfully puncture the 
tires." 
    By then, SARP officers were talking with Autenrieth by cell 
phone. 
"He was trying to talk us into backing off the chase with the 
premise of dropping the child off later," Parrish said. "We 
couldn't do that because we didn't want to lose sight of him. We 
couldn't let him go and risk him leaving with the child." 
  SARP officers continued to follow Autenrieth until he left their 
jurisdiction on Route 191 north of Analomink. Pocono Mountain 
Regional Police and state police picked up the pursuit from there. 
   As far as anyone knows, Autenrieth had never owned a gun 
before he obtained the one he died with. Police are still 
investigating how he came to get the gun, because his estranged 
wife had filed a protection from abuse order against him on May 
18 that would have prevented him from buying a firearm. 
   "We have found no evidence that he had a firearm prior to the 
PFA being issued," state police Lt. Bartal said. "He had no 
firearms registered to him, and there was no indication  in the 
PFA application that the victim was aware of him possessing a 
firearm. 
   "It speaks to his mindset that he received this firearm after the 
PFA was issued." 
   The investigation into the incident is ongoing and will be 
lengthy, Bartal said. A report will eventually be issued that will 
be "in the neighborhood of 500 pages or more." 
http://www.poconorecord.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20090
611/NEWS/906110322 
 

09-06-10 Fenty’s own words: D.C. shooting ‘extremely 

isolated incident’ 

   Violence happens in an instant, and Wednesday’s shooting at 
the Holocaust Museum in Washington, D.C. demonstrates not 
only the futility of gun control laws, but that when such incidents 
occur, even anti-gun politicians can be candid…with an agenda. 
     That candor can sometimes make someone look rather foolish. 
      District of Columbia Mayor Adrian Fenty, who pushed the 
Heller case through the Supreme Court only to wind up as the 
guy ultimately responsible for the high court’s landmark Second 
Amendment ruling, told reporters at a press conference that the 
museum shooting was “an extremely isolated incident.” 
        He also had this to say: “In these days and times you never 
know when anyone is going to grab a gun and use it in an 
inappropriate way.” 
       No kidding. This is all the more reason why law-abiding 
American citizens should be allowed to exercise their right to 
keep and bear arms virtually anywhere. Placing restrictions on 
legal concealed or open carry has been proven time and again to 
provide a risk-free working environment for lunatics bent on 
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harming a lot of innocent people. Gun-free zones are killing 
fields for madmen. 
      Of course, the museum is not exactly a gun-free zone. 
Security officers, including Officer Stephen Tyrone Johns, who 
was fatally wounded, are armed. This incident happened very 
fast, Metro Police Chief Kathy Lanier said the suspect opened 
fire immediately when he entered the doorway of the museum. It 
is not clear whether Johns was able to engage and exchange shots 
or whether one of the other guards shot the suspect.  
    The attack was the third in a recent wave of unsettling 
shootings that appeared to have political underpinnings. 
       When is the last time anyone heard of a mass shooting at a 
gun range, gun show or an NRA convention? Never? Well, 
DUH! There’s a reason for that. As exemplified by last month’s 
NRA gathering in Phoenix, AZ, there was a definite armed 
presence; a gunman would have been met with a fusillade. 
      There is legitimate concern that this shooting, and a couple of 
other recent events, will be politicized and expoited to push for 
new gun control measures. 
      Violence does not happen on a pre-arranged schedule, and 
criminals do not make appointments. 
      A suspect is in custody, identified by various news agencies 
as James W. von Brunn, described as an “88-year-old white 
supremacist” who spent six years in a federal prison for a 1981 
incident at the Federal Reserve involving a sawed-off shotgun 
and fake bomb. His website is the stuff of pure hatred. 
    In 1983, he was convicted of attempting to kidnap members of 
the Federal Reserve Board. He was arrested two years earlier 
outside the room where the board was meeting, carrying a 
revolver, knife and sawed-off shotgun. At the time, police said 
Von Brunn wanted to take the members hostage because of high 
interest rates and the nation's economic difficulties. 
       Item #1: As a convicted felon, von Brunn could not legally 
own a firearm, so when he carried what has been described as a 
“long rifle” or a “long gun”, he was already in violation of that 
particular statute. 
      Item #2: It is illegal in Washington, D.C. to trot around with a 
gun, and illegal everywhere to enter a federal building with a 
firearm. 
      Item #3: It is illegal to criminally assault someone with a 
firearm, yet that is exactly what the suspect did Wednesday. 
     More will come out about this. My able colleague David 
Codrea, the National Gun Rights Examiner, is on top of this 
story. Expect to hear plenty about this in the days ahead. 
http://www.examiner.com/x-4525-Seattle-Gun-Rights-
Examiner~y2009m6d10-Fentys-own-words-DC-shooting-
extremely-isolated-incident 
 

09-06-10 Police probing how man killed in Tobyhanna 

shootout got gun 

   Investigators ask: How did man prohibited by court order from 
possessing weapons buy gun? 
     How did the man killed in Sunday night's shootout with state 
troopers in Tobyhanna get a handgun when he wasn't supposed to 
have any weapons with a protection from abuse order filed 
against him? 
     After his wife filed a May 18 PFA against him, Daniel 
Autenrieth, 31, of Palmer Township, threatened her at gunpoint 

Sunday, kidnapped their 9-year-old son from her Northampton 
County home and then led police on a car chase that ended on 
Route 611, north of Route 423, in Tobyhanna. 
     In the subsequent shootout with state troopers, Autenrieth was 
killed, Trooper Joshua Miller, 34, of the Swiftwater barracks, was 
mortally wounded, and Trooper Robert Lombardo, 35, also of the 
Swiftwater barracks, was wounded. 
     During the shootout, another trooper and police officer 
managed to safely pull the 9-year-old out of the car. 
     The next step for police now is to find out how Autenrieth got 
his 9mm Taurus handgun. 
     Judges can rule that targets of PFAs aren't allowed to own, 
possess or buy any weapons while those PFAs are in effect, 
which police said was the case with Autenrieth. 
     "We're working with the federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms and Explosives to find out how that gun ended up in his 
possession," Lt. Robert Bartal of the state police barracks in 
Hazleton said Tuesday. "At this time, we have no new 
information to release on the investigation. Our troopers are out 
conducting the necessary interviews. 
     "We know Mr. Autenrieth was not the gun's registered 
owner," Bartal said. "We know the gun was purchased after his 
wife filed the PFA, and we know who purchased the gun, but 
we're not releasing that person's identity at this time." 
     When a PFA is filed against a defendant, the plaintiff can 
request police or sheriff's deputies remove weapons from the 
defendant's possession, said Monroe County Prothonotary 
George Warden, whose office handles PFA requests. It's up to a 
judge to decide whether to grant the plaintiff's request, Warden 
said. The judge decides also whether to grant any requests to lift 
the PFA. 
     Pennsylvania residents do not need licenses to buy weapons, 
but need licenses to carry weapons on their persons or in their 
vehicles, said Tom Setler, manager at Dunkelberger's Sports 
Outfitter in Stroudsburg, which sells weapons. 
     "When someone comes in to buy a weapon, we have them fill 
out state and federal forms asking if they have ever been 
convicted of any crimes, including domestic violence, or if 
they're subjected to any court orders restraining them from 
harassing, stalking or threatening their child, their partner in a 
relationship or their partner's child," Setler said. "We also request 
a background check through the FBI's National Instant Check 
System." 
     Those not allowed to buy weapons are people convicted of or 
who have pleaded guilty/no contest to felony or certain 
misdemeanor crimes, as well as people with PFAs against them. 
But there's nothing to stop someone from illegally obtaining a 
weapon, Setler said. 
     "Some people try to straw-purchase, where they have other 
people come in to buy weapons for them," Setler said. "We train 
ourselves on being able to tell when people are buying for 
someone else." 
     Those looking to legally carry weapons on their persons or in 
their vehicles must apply through their local sheriffs' offices for 
licenses to do so, Setler said. The sheriffs' offices do further 
extensive background checks on applicants in determining 
whether to approve licenses. 
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http://www.poconorecord.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20090
610/NEWS/906100329 
 

09-06-09  Library of Congress Agents Ask Lawmakers to 

Give Them Back Their Guns 

Investigators with the Library's Office of the Inspector General 
have raised a string of objections after Congress stripped them of 
their ability to buy and carry firearms in the fiscal 2009 omnibus 
spending bill. They could get their wish.  
    Don't try to swipe a book from the Library of Congress -- 
library investigators might soon be getting their guns back.  
   Investigators with the Library's Office of the Inspector General 
have raised a string of objections after Congress stripped them of 
their ability to buy and carry firearms. 
    Though the office has carried firearms in the course of its 
duties for the past 15 years, and inspector general agents at other 
federal agencies do the same, lawmakers inserted language into 
the fiscal year 2009 omnibus spending bill, which was signed into 
law in March, that prohibited the library's officers from using 
federal funds to "purchase, maintain or carry" firearms.  
  They cited an apparent "separation of powers" concern -- the 
library's investigators are deputized by the U.S. Marshals, which 
falls under the executive branch, but they investigate abuses in 
the Library of Congress, which falls under the legislative branch.  
  Inspector General Karl Schornagel cried foul.  
   "It's never been questioned until just recently," he told 
FOXNews.com. "Consider that we've been doing this for 15 
years, we're very successful."  
   The office wrote in its semiannual report to Congress in March 
that the decision would "impede" investigations. It also received 
an opinion in April from the Government Accountability Office 
that there is no legitimate "separation of powers" concern.  
   Schornagel said the IG's agents just want to be "made whole 
again."  
    Crimes against the Library of Congress take many forms. The 
IG's office investigated child pornography, embezzlement, 
identity theft and credit card fraud in the last fiscal year, 
according to its own accounting. It executed 13 search warrants 
and served 19 subpoenas, while winning one guilty plea and 
conviction.  
   While investigating crimes in and against the Library of 
Congress might not sound like the most dangerous job, another 
official in the inspector general's office said most of their 
investigations take them off site, into some dangerous 
neighborhoods in the District of Columbia, Maryland, Virginia 
and other states.  
   Though no agent with the Library's IG office has ever fired a 
gun in the course of duty, Schornagel said much of his agents' 
work "requires a firearm." He said there's always the chance a 
suspect could get violent -- plus the guns can be a deterrent to 
violence during searches and arrests.  
 "It's a big safety issue," he said.  
  The agents, while not historically trigger-happy, nevertheless 
brandish their guns on raids.  
   "We unholster our weapons whenever we enter a property," the 
other official said. "It's mostly for defense purposes -- most of 
these people are felons anyway."  

   Rep. Debbie Wasserman Schultz, D-Fla., chairwoman of a 
House appropriations subcommittee, originally inserted the 
firearms language into the omnibus -- but aide Jonathan Beeton 
told FOXNews.com that she only did so at the request of another 
member on the panel, and that no such requests have been made 
this year for the fiscal 2010 appropriations bill.  
   Calling the debate "moot," he wrote in an e-mail that the fiscal 
year 2010 budget should allow the IG agents to again carry 
firearms, as early as the beginning of the fiscal year on Oct. 1.  
  It won't come soon enough for Schornagel, and won't 
necessarily satisfy all his grievances. His office wants the ability 
restored immediately as well as some kind of legislative 
assurance that this won't happen again. 
  Aside from the concern about his agents' safety on the job, he 
said the lack of firearms has "crippled" investigations.  
   Not having firearms means the agents can't execute searches or 
arrests, he said -- and that means they have to seek outside help 
when it comes time to get a warrant. That's problematic for a 
couple of reasons, Schornagel said. First, outside agencies like 
the FBI are a little too busy to help in Library of Congress 
investigations; second, outside officers would have to take time 
to retrace the steps of the original investigative team because they 
have to swear to the credibility of evidence when they seek a 
warrant.  
  He said one identity theft case has been put on hold for these 
reasons.  
   "This person has committed a crime against the Library of 
Congress and he is not being arrested," Schornagel said.  
   "We are the only ones who can conduct, really, effective 
investigations at the Library of Congress," he said.  
   The IG office's latest semiannual report detailed one other 
peculiar investigation in which an individual allegedly swiped 
two 1920s reference books from a Library reading room.  
   The other IG official, who wished not to be identified, said the 
objection over the firearms could be connected with ongoing 
friction between the Librarian of Congress, James Billington, and 
the IG's office.  
    Billington's office recently chided the IG's office for the tone 
of its investigations. The official said that objections over the 
agents' use of firearms also originated in Billington's office. "We 
connected the dots," the source said.  
   Sen. Charles Grassley, R-Iowa, addressed the friction between 
the two offices in a letter last week to Billington, in which he said 
he is "increasingly alarmed" by apparent attempts to "obstruct" 
the IG's office. He cited an instance in which the Library of 
Congress' chief operating officer complained to the inspector 
general's office about the tone of a press release announcing the 
10-year prison sentence of a former Library employee for 
possession of child pornography.  
  Jo Ann Jenkins, in an August 2008 e-mail attached to Grassley's 
complaint, scolded the IG's office for what she called the 
"outrageous" press release headline.  
   "Why does the IG feel it necessary to get publicity on this," she 
wrote, according to the e-mail. 
She apparently didn't realize the press release came out of the 
Department of Justice, not the IG's office -- which the IG's office 
pointed out to her.  
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   In his letter, Grassley urged Billington to "refrain from 
interfering either directly or indirectly" with the inspector 
general's operation.  
  Though Grassley did not address the firearms controversy, a 
Grassley aide suggested the senator does support Schornagel on 
that issue. 
  A representative for Billington could not be reached for 
comment. But he also came under pressure recently from the 
Federal Law Enforcement Officers Association to change his 
position on the firearms issue.  
  Jon Adler, president of the association, urged Billington to 
reconsider in an April 29 letter.  
   In the letter Adler wrote that his organization was "deeply 
concerned" by the "disarming" of the Library's IG agents. He said 
their duties are not "interchangeable" with other law enforcement 
agencies and that the situation would lead to a "less secure 
environment" at the Library of Congress. 
http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2009/06/09/library-congress-
agents-object-congress-takes-away-guns/ 
 

09-06-09  'Robocop' gadget developed for police 

   A police scanner reminscent of the hi-tech gadgets in films such 
as Robocop which can detect weapons hidden beneath a 
criminal's clothing has been developed. 
    The lightweight handheld unit uses high frequency microwaves 
to see through clothes and pick up "reflections" of concealed 
guns or knives from a distance of several metres. 
    Intelligent software then interprets the images and only alerts 
officers to potential weapons - clearly distinguishing between 
everyday objects like keys and mobile phones. 
    It is hoped the scanner will reduce the number of attacks on 
officers who will no longer need to perform a risky stop and 
search to detect weapons. 
    Officers will also be able to remain at a safe distance and call 
for back-up before confronting armed criminals. 
   The research is funded by the Engineering and Physical 
Sciences Research Council (EPSRC), the Metropolitan Police 
and the Home Office Scientific Development Branch. 
   The Metropolitan Police Force is currently testing the scanner 
which is hoped to operational within two years. 
   Experts are keeping precise details of the unit secret for 
security reasons. 
    Stuart Ibbotson, Metropolitan Police head of engineering, said 
the results of early tests were "very encouraging". 
   He said: "This kind of device would be of great service to 
officers, helping them to catch people carrying guns and knives 
without putting themselves in increased danger. 
   "It could also help to target stop and search to further increase 
its effectiveness." 
   Nick Bowring, professor of electronic engineering at 
Manchester Metropolitan University's Engineering and 
Technology department, is leading the project. 
   He said fixed scanners, as seen in airports, worked well in 
controlled environments but a portable micro version was needed 
for a street environment. 
   The professor said the new technology uses a combination of 
high frequency electromagnetic waves - microwaves - to pick up 
'reflections' from concealed weapons. 

    It also uses neural network technology - which mimics human 
problem-solving processes to make diagnoses - to identify 
weapons and ignore everyday items. 
   And the device is billed as non-intrusive as no reflective image 
of the subject's body is produced, only of the weapon upon their 
person. 
   Prof Bowring heralded the success of the project. He said: 
"This is a world first and a success for British science. 
   "This device means UK police will be able to lead the way in 
accurate mobile gun and knife detection without putting 
themselves in the line of attack." 
   The project also involved researchers from Manchester 
University, Newcastle University and Queen Mary University of 
London. 
    Catherine Coates, EPSRC head of innovation, said the scanner 
would save lives and create efficiency savings. 
   She said: "This represents a great return on public research 
investment. 
   "This device could save lives and free up valuable policing 
time currently taken up with gun and knife detection." 
    The EPSRC is the UK's main agency for funding research in 
engineering and the physical sciences. 
   The Police Federation yesterday welcomed news that its 
officers could soon be issued with Robocop style scanners to 
detect weapons concealed on criminals.  
    A spokesman said: "Any technology which seeks to improve 
the safety and effectiveness of officers on the beat would be 
supported and welcomed by the Federation."  
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newstopics/politics/lawandorde
r/5480527/Robocop-gadget-developed-for-police.html 
 

09-06-08  NJ State Trooper Found Not Guilty in Crash That 

Killed 2 Teens 

   A jury has found a New Jersey state trooper not guilty of 
vehicular homicide. 
   Back in September 2006 -- with no lights or siren -- Robert 
Higbee ran a stop sign while in pursuit of a speeding suspect in 
Upper Township.  
   Christina and Jacqueline Becker were on their way to buy milk, 
and happened to be in his path. 
   But the jury apparently agreed with the defense argument that 
the fatal crash was a tragedy and not a crime (see previous 
story).  That was echoed by Higbee after the verdict: 
    "I never went out there to intentionally hurt anybody.  And I'm 
glad the jury saw that." 
   Maria Caifa says there's no excuse that can explain the deaths 
of her beautiful daughters.  Still, she says, it's time to move 
forward: 
   "We need to come together and figure out a better way to 
patrol, especially in residential areas." 
    Areas, she says, such as where her daughters were driving 
when Higbee's patrol car smashed into their van: 
    "Seventy-nine point six miles an hour in a 35-mile-an-hour 
zone should never be acceptable and considered what a 
reasonable officer would do or should do." 
    Higbee could have faced more than ten years behind bars if 
convicted.  Now, he says, he hopes to return to the force -- with 
the Becker teens never far from his mind: 
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   "I still think about it every day.  It's with us, it's with me.  
Nothing's ever going to bring those girls back." 
http://www.kyw1060.com/pages/4557517.php? 
 

09-06-08  Briefcase containing cash, firearm stolen from car 

in Bethlehem 

   Police said a brown leather briefcase left in a car parked 
overnight at the corner of Evans and Pierce streets in Bethlehem 
was stolen Sunday morning.  
    The case allegedly contained a .380-caliber handgun, $2,000 
cash, various paperwork and blank checks, according to police. 
   The case belongs to Thomas Steifel, 41, of Emmaus, police 
said. Police are unsure if the car was locked. The case was on the 
front passenger seat. Steifel allegedly told police that people in 
the surrounding neighborhood know him and that he carries 
valuables in the case. 
   Police are investigating. 
http://www.lehighvalleylive.com/bethlehem/index.ssf/2009/06/bri
efcase_containing_cash_fire.html 
 

09-06-08 The gun debate (explained for liberals) 

Dear Liberal, 
    It’s time we talk. The debate over gun control is not about 
guns, it’s about culture, and here is how it works: You point to 
school shootings and other violence and say that it’s my fault 
because I support the right to keep and bear arms. I point to 
violent video games and sociopathic teenagers, and I say the 
problem is your fault, thanks to inadequately internalized values 
and morals. 
    But here’s the thing: Between guns and culture, only one thing 
has changed. Weapons have been in the hands of man since time 
immemorial. There is nothing special about semi-automatic 
“assault weapons.” In fact, until 1934 people could go out and 
buy fully automatic Thompson submachine guns, hand grenades 
or just about any other implement of destruction they could 
afford. 
   Admittedly, there were a limited number of mafia “hits” in 
which those weapons were used by unsavory characters to snuff 
out other unsavory characters. But I defy you to find a single 
instance in which a child of the 1930s took Daddy’s “Tommy 
Gun” to school and shot up his classroom. 
   We can debate merits of the 1960s another time (with 
pleasure), but I think we can both agree that, as a cultural 
standard, the innocence of “Leave It to Beaver” pretty much went 
the way of the dinosaur by the time of the 1968 Democratic 
National Convention. 
    Now that the flower children are all grown up (sort of) 
and produced self-esteem-dependent, atheistic children of their 
own, we are shocked to discover them to be inadequately 
socialized. Then, inevitably, they encounter a setback. It could be 
a romance gone wrong, perhaps rejection by an attractive social 
group. Whatever the catalyst, equipped with “my” weapons and 
“your” values, they cut loose on some campus somewhere. 
    Now, we could go the way of the Brits who, after the Dunblane 
massacre, banned everything in sight. Unfortunately, in this most 
perfect of gun control laboratories – an island nation with strict 
laws and tight borders – the result has been an explosion in 
crime…and yes, that especially includes gun crime. 

    It has also led their inadequately socialized post-60s kiddies to 
stab each other with such alarming regularity that the British have 
now begun to ban knives, leading us to the sad but inescapable 
conclusion that Brits can no longer be trusted with sharp objects. 
    On their present path, the nation of Winston Churchill and the 
“stiff upper lip” will soon ban running with scissors (if they are 
allowed scissors at all), and kitchen matches will be the stuff of 
museums, quite probably under surveillance cameras and armed 
guard. 
    Unfortunately, because you are liberal, and because liberalism 
seems to manifest itself as a pathological obsession to run my 
life, I can’t reason with you. Therefore, my only choice is to beat 
you. (Stop cowering: I mean metaphorically, not literally.) 
    My sole recourse is to marginalize you and reclaim my culture, 
and that is what I have set about doing. If not me, then my 
children. If not them, their children. We will make the Thirty 
Years’ War look like a trifle. 
    There. We’ve cleared the air. Don’t we all feel just a little 
better? 
Sincerely, 
A Conservative 
http://www.examiner.com/x-2698-Charlotte-Gun-Rights-
Examiner~y2009m6d8-The-gun-debate-explained-for-liberals 
 

09-06-08 America a weapons supermarket for terrorists, 

inquiry finds 

     The US is a virtual supermarket for terrorists and foreign 
governments seeking high-end military technology, including 
components that can be used to build nuclear weapons and equip 
militants fighting US and British troops, the American 
government has found. 
    Over the past year, government investigators posing as private 
buyers purchased military-grade body armour, technology to 
stabilise and steer guided missiles, a device that can be used to 
detonate nuclear weapons, and other munitions through legal 
means in the US. They evaded export controls and posted dummy 
versions of the gear to countries known as trans-shipment points 
for terrorist groups and foreign governments seeking arms and 
weapons components. 
   The investigation shows lax sales restrictions and export 
controls could allow terrorists and hostile foreign governments to 
buy equipment to use against US and British troops in 
Afghanistan, Iraq and other countries, US officials say. Foreign 
governments and terrorist groups have sought to purchase 
military technology from the US, according to officials, and in 
2008 more than 145 people were charged with violating export 
control laws, with 43% of those attempting illegally to ship gear 
to Iran and China. 
   The private US companies that provided the equipment – in 
some cases from government surplus – said they were not 
required to check buyers' backgrounds or obtain government 
licences for the sales. The US commerce department found that 
the companies selling the equipment had not violated any laws or 
regulations. The problem, investigators said, was that sensitive 
military equipment barred from export was often legal to sell 
within the US, with little restriction, and buyers need only 
establish a plausible front company. 
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      Gregory Kutz of the Government Accountability Office told a 
congressional panel: "The lack of legal restrictions over domestic 
sales of these items, combined with the difficulties associated 
with inspecting packages and individuals leaving the United 
States, results in a weak control environment that does not 
effectively prevent terrorists and agents of foreign governments 
from obtaining these sensitive items." 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2009/jun/08/arms-trade-us-
terrorists-nuclear/print 
 

09-06-07  Rifle frolic has appeal to both young and old  
    History enthusiasts, muzzleloading aficionados and anyone 
who has an interest in learning more about what living on the 
early American frontier was like will have the opportunity to take 
a trip back through time at the 15th annual Kentucky Rifle Frolic, 
set for June 20-21 at Jacobsburg Historical Society in Bushkill 
Township.  
  For families and history buffs, the weekend provides a window 
to look back on life more than two centuries ago. The frolic 
recreates an early America community event during which 
participants would compete in games and activities that honed the 
skills necessary for survival in the wilderness, including 
blackpowder shooting, knife and tomahawk throwing, open-
hearth cooking and more.  
   "It's not something you see at every historical society," said 
Jacobsburg Historical Society Director Jan Ballard. "It 
commemorates a part of history you don't get to see everywhere 
in the Lehigh Valley."  
   The public is invited to wander through a living history 
encampment and talk to campers, who are all dressed in period 
attire. Children can have fun taking part in a scavenger hunt or 
trying their hand at tomahawk throwing while parents can barter 
with sutlers for some of their wares.  
   "A lot of it's handmade -- powder horns, knives, things they 
would have made and traded (back then)," Ballard said.  
    While the frolic appeals to families and those interested in the 
history, Jacobsburg also offers muzzleloading enthusiasts the 
opportunity to immerse themselves in a culture they are 
passionate about. That's because the society is dedicated to 
preserving the nation's early gunmaking heritage, especially that 
of the Henry Family of gunmakers, which operated the Boulton 
Gun Works at Jacobsburg through much of the 1800s.  
    For those who may not be familiar with this nation's 
gunmaking history, Pennsylvania played a prominent role in the 
early firearms industry. Many experts consider this region the 
birthplace of the longrifle and Moravian gunsmiths were hard at 
work in Northampton County by the mid-18th century.  
    "The Lehigh Valley is one of the real centers of the early gun-
making era," frolic coordinator Tim Lubenesky of Coplay. "Most 
of us who are true historians believe that here at Christian Springs 
in Northampton County is where the Pennsylvania longrifle 
actually originated. It's not the earliest gunsmith but they weren't 
making Kentucky or Pennsylvania longrifles (prior to that); they 
were making muskets for the military or shotgun fowlers for 
waterfowl. We believe here, around 1750, that it was developed 
into the longrifle with the rifled barrel and the four-piece 
patchbox and how we look at it today."  

   The original Henry Family gunmaker, William Henry, opened 
his gun factory in Lancaster in 1750. In 1778, his son, William 
Henry II, established a small gunmaking shop in Christian 
Springs and in 1792 he bought 500 acres at Jacobsburg, where he 
opened Boulton.  
    There, three generations of Henrys built firearms until the late 
1800s when technological advances and mass production made 
handcrafting firearms a thing of the past.  
    At Jacobsburg's Pennsylvania Longrifle Museum, which 
contains the largest collection of Henry-made firearms in the 
nation, visitors will be able to see exhibits and displays 
highlighting original, handcrafted muzzleloading firearms from 
the Revolutionary War era through the 1840s as well as replicas 
made by some of the most renowned gunsmiths of today. In 
addition, a variety of original and contemporary recreations of 
powder horns, possibles bags and other accoutrements an 18th 
century longrifle hunter would have carried will also be on 
display.  
    Over at the recently-restored 1800 Nicholas Hawk Gunshop, 
visitors will also be able to watch master craftsmen build replicas 
of Henry rifles and talk about the work that went into 
handcrafting an early-American firearm. The exhibits and 
demonstrations are designed to not only share the history of 
gunmaking but also showcase the craftsmanship and artistry that 
went into making a muzzleloading firearm.  
    According to Lubenesky, a fancy, handcrafted longrifle could 
take 200-300 hours to make, especially in the days when barrels 
were hand-forged.  
   "They are one of the pure forms of American art form," said 
Lubenesky, who is also the vice president of the National 
Kentucky Rifle Association. "Almost every kind of art was 
brought from other parts of the world but the Kentucky Rifle or 
Pennsylvania Longrifle and its four-piece engraved brass 
patchbox is unique to the Americas. No place else does it exist."  
   As a means of highlighting the art behind the craft of 
gunmaking, the longrifle museum will feature a special exhibit, 
"Arms & Crafts: Fine and Folk Arts of the Pennsylvania 
Longrifles." From the beautiful curly maple stocks to detailed 
engraving on patchboxes and locks, the public will have 
opportunities to see the talent and detail that went into creating 
longrifles. In addition to the frolic, the museum and its exhibits 
will be open 1-4 p.m. Sundays through October.  
    Hours for the Jacobsburg Historical Society's Kentucky Rifle 
Frolic at the Boulton National Historic Site are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Saturday and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday. Admission is $5 for 
adults and free for children ages 11 and under. For more 
information, visit the Web site www.jacobsburg.org.  
http://www.lehighvalleylive.com/mark-
demko/index.ssf?/base/columns-
0/124434758631990.xml&coll=3 
 

09-06-03  Buyback collects almost 300 guns 

    One of the firearms sold to Bristol Township was reported 
stolen. The firearm was returned to its owner in Falls, police said.  
    It was enough weaponry for a small band of mercenaries 
including, possibly, a ninja.  
In three weeks, Bristol Township police said they collected 107 
revolvers, 89 rifles and shotguns, 61 semi-automatic pistols, 18 
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semiautomatic rifles, seven BB guns, a machete and single pair of 
nunchucks.  
   Mayor Sam Fenton's gun buyback program ended Tuesday after 
police announced that they had used up the $20,000 casino 
impact grant, which funded it.  
   Fenton joined Bristol Township police Chief James McAndrew 
in hailing the program as an incredible success. No one expected 
so many residents to turn in guns so quickly, officials said.  
   "What this program is going to do is prevent someone from 
getting accidentally shot some day," McAndrew said.  
    "Bristol Township is much safer now," Fenton said. "This 
program has helped to make the job of our police officers much 
easier, too."  
   While the grant money is gone, police said they will continue to 
accept any unwanted weapons for safe disposal by the township. 
McAndrew stressed that residents be extremely careful in 
handling any weapons that could be loaded.  
   All of the guns acquired by police were incinerated with one 
exception, the chief said.  
Officers checked the serial numbers on all the weapons and 
discovered one gun that had been reported stolen. That gun was 
returned to its owner in Falls, McAndrew said.  
   Weapons were accepted anonymously.  
  Bristol Township will apply for more casino grant money to 
continue the gun buyback program next year, McAndrew and 
Fenton said.  
    The township gave everyone gift cards to Pathmark in 
exchange for a weapon.  
The amount depended on the type of firearm turned in. A rifle or 
shotgun was worth $50. A handgun or pistol was worth $75. A 
semiautomatic was worth $100.  
    The township did not pay for the nunchucks, an Oriental 
weapon composed of two sticks connected at their ends by a 
chain or rope.  
http://www.phillyburbs.com/news/local/courier_times/courier_ti
mes_news_details/article/28/2009/june/03/buyback-collects-
almost-300-guns.html 
 

09-06-00 An Anti-Gun Coalition Of Mayors 

    Baltimore Mayor Sheila Dixon, police and press in tow, made 
a very public point of “visiting the homes of gun offenders,” The 
Baltimore Sun reported. I guess that beat attending her 
arraignment in criminal court. “The mayor was charged last 
month with theft, perjury and misconduct after a state 
prosecutor’s probe,” the story continued. Dixon is a member of 
New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg’s anti-gun coalition 
of mayors. 
    “Hartford’s mayor turned himself in Tuesday on charges of 
having a city contractor do $40,000 in work at his home and 
paying for it only after being confronted by investigators,” the AP 
reported. Mayor Eddie A. Perez “was charged with receiving a 
bribe and falsifying evidence … The contractor, Carlos Costa, 
told investigators he believed he would be shut out of lucrative 
city contracts had he not done the work for free ...” 
     Perez is a member of New York City Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg’s anti-gun coalition of ... 
     “Racine, Wis., Mayor Arrested On Child Porn Charge,” read 
the CBS2Chicago.com headline. “Gary Becker, 51, Released On 

Bond.” 
   Becker was a member of New York City Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg’s anti-gun coalition ... 
   “Birmingham Mayor Larry Langford was arrested … on federal 
charges and is being held at the federal courthouse,” wrote 
reporter Val Walton in The Birmingham News. 
   “Langford [is] accused in a US Securities and Exchange 
Commission lawsuit of not disclosing $156,000 in payments … 
as part of a plan to secure Jefferson County financial business,” 
the story explained. 
   Langford is a member of New York City Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg’s anti-gun … 
“A municipal court judge in this shore town found the mayor of 
Jersey City guilty of obstructing justice and resisting arrest in a 
clash with a police officer a little more than a year ago,” Jonathan 
Miller wrote in The New York Times. “The mayor, Jerramiah T. 
   Healy, said in a news conference after the verdict that he had no 
intention of resigning his office …” 
   Healey is a member of New York City Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg’s … 
  “The former Detroit mayor is moving to a new home…a 15-by-
10-foot county jail cell where he will spend the next 120 days for 
lying during a civil trial to conceal an extramarital affair,” Time 
Magazine reported. “[Kwame] Kilpatrick resigned in September 
after 8 months of accusations, denials and litigation that cost the 
city millions of dollars …” 
  Kilpatrick was a member of … 
   “Potential jurors’ opinions of Jackson Mayor Frank Melton 
were mixed … during the second day of jury selection in the 
upcoming federal civil rights trial of Melton …” Kathleen 
Baydala wrote in The Clarion Ledger.  
   “Melton [is] accused of violating search-and-seizure laws 
related to [his] role in [a] warrantless raid [and faces] five to 25 
years in prison if convicted on all counts.” 
   Melton is a member … 
   “More than a year after denying it, the newly elected mayor of 
Portland [Sam Adams] has admitted having a sexual relationship 
with a male teenager in 2005,” the AP reported. 
   Do I even have to tell you? 
    And might it be fair to ask why these mayors with such 
apparent self control issues are so bent on controlling the rest of 
us? http://gunsmagazine.com/GUNSRights06.html 
 

09-05-30 Police nightmare in NY: shooting fellow officer 

     NEW YORK (AP) - It's a police officer's nightmare scenario: 
Confronting someone who appears to be an armed suspect and 
opening fire, only to discover that person was actually an officer 
not in uniform. 
   It's the kind of mistake that haunts a department, opens it to 
scrutiny, and dominates headlines. While the phenomenon has 
happened around the country, New York is home to several cases 
in the past few years. 
    But friendly fire incidents with police are fairly rare, according 
to federal statistics, likely a testament to procedures in place in 
police departments around the country. 
    "There's an awareness by police departments that this is a very 
high risk," Jim Cohen, a professor of criminal law at Fordham 
Law School, said Saturday. "The rules are pounded into these 
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officers in training, and continued training, using their guns when 
other cops around." 
   Late Thursday, Officer Omar J. Edwards, 25, was shot by a 
fellow officer on a Harlem street while in street clothes. He had 
just finished his shift, and had his service weapon out, chasing a 
man who had broken into this car, police said. Three plainclothes 
officers on routine patrol arrived at the scene and yelled for the 
two to stop, police said. One officer, Andrew Dunton, opened fire 
and hit Edwards three time as he turned toward them with his 
service weapon. It wasn't until medical workers were on scene 
that it was determined he was a police officer. 
    Now, investigators are working to determine whether anyone 
was at fault. Witnesses are being re-interviewed and many 
questions remain, specifically whether Edwards identified himself 
as an officer, and whether Dunton's split-second judgment to fire 
was against department guidelines. The district attorney will 
likely convene a grand jury to decide whether to file charges 
against Dunton, as is practice for police-involved shootings. 
After, he will be interviewed by police. Dunton's attorney had no 
comment. 
    But NYPD procedure for officer confrontation places the 
responsibility on the out-of-uniform officers. They are instructed 
to drop their weapon, stay still and to obey all directions from the 
uniformed officers to diffuse the tense situation. 
    In the police academy, officers get weeks of intense training on 
what they call confrontations with role playing, as well as lectures 
on the subject. Training continues on the subject when officers 
leave the academy. After the shooting Thursday, Police 
Commissioner Raymond Kelly switched on-the-job training for 
officers from courtroom testimony to confronting officers for the 
month of June. 
    Procedures on the topic were also recently revamped after the 
shooting death of Sean Bell, an unarmed man killed on his 
wedding night in a hail of 50 police bullets. 
   "We have seen fatal police-involved shootings plummet in 
recent decades - even as the size of the NYPD increased - 
because of training and disciplined use of force," said Paul 
Browne, the New York Police Department's deputy 
commissioner for public information. 
    "Department guidelines are neat and clean on paper, not so in 
the split-second reality of an armed confrontation. Our training is 
designed to help officers safely navigate through the hazards of 
the real thing." 
   According to statistics by the Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
about 22 officers have been killed in accidental shootings in the 
past decade. The figure includes officers caught in crossfire, 
mistaken for a suspect and firearm mishaps. It varies from year to 
year to between one and four officers killed around the country, 
and doesn't include those injured who survived. But, it's still 
staggeringly low given the tense and confusing circumstances 
officers regularly face. The nation's largest police department has 
about 34,000 officers. 
    "I think it goes back to context," Cohen said. "You have in law 
enforcement, which is perhaps different than military, a serious 
emphasis placed on not killing fellow officers. And that training 
is universal." 
   Still, it occurs, and when it does, the sticky issue goes deeper 
than issues of procedure. The FBI statistics don't specify the race 

of the officers killed, and many community members and leaders 
say race is clearly the reason for the accidents. Dunton and the 
other two officers were white; Edwards was black. 
    In 2008, a black, off-duty Mount Vernon police officer was 
killed by a Westchester County policeman while holding a gun on 
an assault suspect in suburban White Plains. In 2006, a New 
York City police officer, Eric Hernandez, was shot and killed by 
an on-duty patrolman who was responding to an attack at a White 
Castle in the Bronx. 
   In Providence, Sgt. Cornel Young Jr. was killed in 2000 while 
he was off duty and trying to break up a fight. He was dressed in 
baggy jeans, an overcoat and a baseball cap, and carrying a gun. 
His mother unsuccessfully sued the city. In 2005, an Orlando, 
Fla., police officer killed a man who had fired a gun outside the 
Citrus Bowl. The victim was a plainclothes officer working for 
the University of Central Florida. In 2001, two uniformed 
officers shot and killed an undercover detective when he trained 
his gun on a suspected car thief in Oakland, Calif. 
   On Saturday in Harlem, U.S. Rep. Charles Rangel joined the 
Rev. Al Sharpton in calling for a federal probe, while Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg and Kelly met with concerned community 
members around the city. Edwards' family mourned their son, 
who always wanted to be a police officer and had two small 
children and a wife. 
   "If you become an officer and you have a pistol and you are of 
color, in or out of uniform, your chances of getting shot down by 
a police officer are a lot heavier than if you were not of color," 
Rangel said. 
http://www.komonews.com/news/national/46548827.html 
 

Founding Fathers Intent: 
"[T]he Constitution ought to be the standard of 

construction for the laws, and that wherever there is 

an evident opposition, the laws ought to give place 

to the Constitution. But this doctrine is not deducible 
from any circumstance peculiar to the plan of 
convention, but from the general theory of a limited 
Constitution." -Alexander Hamilton, Federalist No. 81, 

1788 

 


