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PA Gun Owners Facing 
MANY Challenges & Hidden 

Dangers 
While the PA budget dilemma dominates public 

media and the attention of many, seething beneath the 
surface of PA politics is a rapid undercurrent of anti-
gun efforts to strip citizens of their freedoms. 

From the PA State Police Commissioner openly 
writing to Mayors in the Mayors Against Illegal Guns 
Bloomberg group encouraging them to enact laws 
prohibited by PA’s preemption law to the legislative 
attempts to enact even MORE anti-gun laws to cover 
up the failure to prosecute criminals, we are faced 
with MANY concerns. 

In addition a very small minority of state 
legislators, led by Reps. Caltagirone, Evans & 
Levdansky, continue to stymie efforts to enact pro-gun 
legislation like the Castle Doctrine (HB 40) and others 
that would actually save lives and restore Freedoms. 

The old saying is appropriate here that the ONLY 
thing necessary for ‘evil’ to triumph is for good men 
(and women) to do nothing.  With over 2 million gun 
owners in PA it is TIME to reassert ourselves in much 
greater numbers than ever before! 

 

Report Hits Gun Shows, Attendees 
by Dave Workman, Senior Editor 

A critical new report on gun shows raises concerns 
about their "demographic homogeneity" and "disturbing 
political activity" while suggesting that two-thirds of the 
so-called "crime guns" obtained at such shows are sold by 
licensed retailers, not through private transactions that 
have been labeled the "gun show loophole" by firearms 
prohibitionists. 

Authored by Garen Wintemute, MD, MPH with the UC 
Davis School of Medicine's Department of Emergency 
Medicine and Violence Prevention Research Program, the 
report is called Inside Gun Shows.- What Goes On When 

Everybody Thinks Nobody's Watching. Funding support 
was provided by the anti-gun Joyce Foundation, the Eli 
and Edythe L. Broad Foundation and the California 
Wellness Foundation. 

Released in early September, the report contends that 
"There is solid evidence, primarily from investigations of 
illegal gun trafficking, that gun shows are an important 
source of crime guns." 

However, the report also immediately adds that 
"But less than 2% of felons incarcerated for crimes 
involving guns acquired those guns themselves at gun 
shows." 

The report argues that many of the alleged "crime 
guns" obtained at such shows are purchased by surrogates, 
the "straw man" buyers who have clean records and are 
buying guns for criminals who cannot legally buy them. 

Wintemute's report is already drawing fire from gun 
rights activists, who consider him a leading anti-gunner 
and proponent of the "guns-as-a-health-risk" philosophy. 

There is conflicting information in the Executive 
Summary. According to Wintemute, "Much of the concern 
about gun shows and crime guns focuses on private party 
gun sales. Licensed retailers are implicated, too. Results of 
trafficking investigations suggest that two-thirds of crime 
guns obtained at gun shows are sold by licensed retailers. 
Among gun dealers, those who sell at gun shows are more 
likely to have crime guns traced to them than those who do 
not." 

The summary noted that "data were gathered at 78 gun 

shows in 19 states, most of them occurring between 2005 
and 2008." The report added that in just 2007 there were 
an estimated 2,773 gun shows in the United States, so the 
report is based on visits to far less than 1% of the total 
number of gun shows held during the study period. 
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In a story about the report carried on KTXL in 
Sacramento, the local Fox News affiliate, Wintemute 
acknowledged—in reaction to criticism from another 
UC Davis researcher identified as Jesse Bengson—that 
"the data isn't there." 

"It's just as a matter of logic that private party sales 
are more likely to result in criminal use of firearms, 
but it's an inference at this point," Wintemute told a 
reporter. 

Wintemute's report also blasts alleged unsavory 
political activity at gun shows. 

"Perhaps the most disturbing political activity at gun 
shows," the report says, "because of its content and high 
prevalence, concerns identity politics. Support for the 
Confederacy extends to calls for a continued war of 
secession and to overt racism. Neo-Confederacy groups 
rent table space and recruit new members. Ku Klux Klan 
merchandise was observed several times. New Nazi 
materials (as distinct from memorabilia) are very common; 
one regular seller at gun shows in Arizona is a nationally-
recognized promoter of neo-Nazism. The Turner Diaries is 
everywhere, and Mein Kampf can be found next to More 

Guns, Less Crime." 

The Wintemute report also expresses concerns about 
the "demographic homogeneity" at some gun shows, 
especially in the Midwest. 

"Well under 10 percent of those present are other than 
white males," the report states, "and most of these men 
appear to be well over 50 years of age. In other parts of the 
country the overall population is much more diverse, but 
older white men account for a large majority of gun sellers 
nearly everywhere. 

"Three aspects of the social environment at gun shows 
seem to have significant potential to contribute to firearm 
violence," Wintemute's executive summary adds. "These 
concern 1) promoting objectification and violence in 
relationships between men and women, 2) facilitating 
children's access to firearms, and 3) endorsing violence as 
a tool for problem-solving." 

Wintemute suggests that a solution to the so-called gun 
show loophole may not be found in simply requiring 
background checks on all gun sales at these shows, long a 
primary objective of many antigun organizations and 
politicians. 

Instead, he advocates regulating private gun sales 
anywhere, as is already done in California, where no 
private transaction may be conducted without a 
background check. His recommendation is in complete 
harmony with the latest proposals of the Brady Campaign 
to Prevent Gun Violence. The New GUN WEEK, October 1, 2009 
 

Senate Amtrak guns measure still faces 
hurdles 

by Dave Workman, Senior Editor 

An amendment to a $1.6 billion Amtrak funding 
measure passed by the US Senate that will allow 
passengers to transport firearms in checked baggage could 
face a hurdle when conferees move to square the Senate 
package with similar legislation passed in the House. 

Senator Patty Murray (D-WA), described by the 
Associated Press as the primary sponsor of the underlying 
transportation appropriations measure, is opposed to the 
amendment. Murray is a perennial supporter of gun control 
measures, and she contended that implementing a firearms 
policy would cost too much, and take several months to 
accomplish. Also lined up against the measure is anti-gun 
Illinois Democrat Sen. Dick Durbin. 

A New York Times opposition commentary which 
called the vote "a shocking genuflection to the gun lobby," 
expressed the hope that "the House or President Obama 
will ultimately reject the Amtrak measure, but security-
wary citizens cannot count on that as the gun lobby 
choreographs political cravenness." 

However, Alan Gottlieb, chairman of the Citizens 
Committee for the Right to Keep and Bear Arms, took 
issue with their position. 

"That's a bogus argument," Gottlieb said, "and 
(Murray) knows it. The Transportation Security 
Administration already has that process down pat. There is 
no need to reinvent the wheel. That option has apparently 
not occurred to her or maybe it has and she just can't get 
beyond her narrow gun prohibitionist viewpoint." 

While Murray and Durbin oppose the amendment, 
it is getting support from 27 Senate Democrats, 
including Majority Leader Harry Reid. The majority 
vote was bipartisan and not even close, with 27 
Democrats and one independent (the ultra-liberal 
Bernie Sanders from gun-friendly Vermont) joining all 
40 Republicans versus 30 opponents," The Times noted 
bitterly. 

The amendment, sponsored by Mississippi Republican 
Sen. Roger Wicker, would allow Amtrak passengers to 
declare their firearms at the check in with their luggage. 
The same system has been in use for years by airlines, 
Gottlieb noted. 

"People fly with firearms every day," he observed. 

Under Wicker's amendment, funding would be 
withheld from Amtrak unless its policy on firearms is 
changed within six months of enactment of the subsidy 
legislation. Years ago, there was no prohibition on 
having firearms in locked baggage or gun cases, but after 
the 9/11 terrorist attack, that policy changed. After the 
train bombing in Madrid, Spain five years ago, Amtrak 
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banned firearms on trains altogether, though it was never 
explained what connection checked firearms might have 
with a terrorist bombing. 

"Americans," Wicker explained, "should not have their 
Second Amendment rights restricted for any reason, 
particularly, if they choose to travel on America's federally 
subsidized rail line." The New GUN WEEK, October 15, 2009 
 

NYPD backs down on Brooklyn man's 
flintlock rifle 

The New York City Police Department (NYPD) 
apparently is giving up on trying to make a case against 
Brooklyn resident Michael Littlejohn. 

As reported earlier, Littlejohn was being investigated 
for possession of a replica flintlock rifle. Police had de-
manded that Littlejohn surrender the gun, and apply for a 
city rifle/shotgun permit. But the 50-year-old revolutionary 
war re-enactor refused. Coming to his aid was weapons 
law attorney Jerold Levine of Valley Stream, NY, who 
reports now that the NYPD has given notice that 
Littlejohn's rifle is legal to own. 

"I contacted the original investigator at the Brooklyn 
Firearms Investigation Unit (FIU) some time back, and 
brought to his attention that there were no laws prohibiting 
Littlejohn from having this gun," Levine told Gun Week. 
"We got no official response in writing, but on Aug. 25 my 
office received a telephone message from Capt. Jim Cone 
of the FIU, indicating that the rifle was legal, and that he 
would be 'sending a communication.' We have still 
received nothing in writing, nor is the NYPD even required 
to send us anything, but it seems clear that they've dropped 
the case." 

Before contacting Levine, Littlejohn had consulted with 
other counsel who was prepared to have the client voucher 
his gun with the police. However, Levine advised that no 
such action take place, and that the NYPD be permitted to 
make the first move. That move has been to withdraw. The 

New GUN WEEK, October 15, 2009 
 

MA high court OK's secret use of GPS 
devices 

For the first time in its history, the Supreme Judicial 
Court of Massachusetts ruled on Sept. 17 that the state 
constitution allows police to break into a suspect's car to 
secretly install tracking devices using a global positioning 
system (GPS), provided that authorities have a warrant 
before they do so. 

In a unanimous ruling written by Justice Judith Cowin, 
the state's highest court upheld the drug trafficking 
conviction of Everett H. Connolly, a Cape Cod man who 
was tracked by State Police in 2004 after they installed a 

GPS device in his minivan, according to The Boston 
Globe. 

The court said that using GPS devices as an 
investigative tool, which can require police to secretly 
break into a vehicle to install the device, does not violate 
the ban on unreasonable search and seizure in the state's 
Declaration of Rights. 

"We hold that warrants for GPS monitoring of a vehicle 
may be issued," Cowin wrote. "The Commonwealth must 
establish, before a magistrate . . . that GPS monitoring of 
the vehicle will produce evidence" that a crime has been 
committed or will be committed in the near future. 

The SJC said the devices can be installed for up to 15 
days before police must show why the devices need to 
remain in place. Generally, search warrants expire after 
seven days. 

Cape and Islands District Attorney Michael O'Keefe, 
who prosecuted Connolly, pointed out that his office got a 
warrant when it went after the drug dealer in 2004. The New 

GUN WEEK, October 15, 2009 
 

Open carriers score court win in New 
Mexico 

by Dave Workman, Senior Editor 

A federal district court judge in New Mexico has 
opened the way for a private citizen to sue police for 
damages stemming from his physical removal from a 
theater because he was openly-carrying a pistol, which 
is legal in that state. 

Open Carry advocate Mike 
Stollenwerk called the ruling "welcome news for the 

growing number of open carriers across the United States." 
"Though police harassment of open carriers is rare," 

Stollenwerk said, "it's not yet as rare as it should be. Over 
the last several years open carriers detained without cause 
by police have sued and obtained cash settlements in 
Pennsylvania, Louisiana, Virginia and Georgia. More 
cases are still pending in Ohio, Wisconsin, Michigan, and 
Pennsylvania." 

Stollenwerk wrote about the ruling in his Gun Rights 

Examiner online column. 
The case involves an Alamogordo resident named 

Matthew A. St. John, 27, who is suing Alamogordo Police 
Officer David McColley and six other unknown officers. 
St. John was at the Aviator 10 Movie Theater on June 27, 
2008 watching previews when the officers arrived, having 
been summoned by the theater manager, who asserted that 
St. John's pistol was "making my customers upset." 

However, according to Judge Bruce D. Black's analysis 
of the scenario in his ruling, when the police arrived, 
"They had no basis for believing that Mr. St. John's use of 
the weapon was likely to become criminal, cause a public 
disturbance or pose a threat to safety. Nor did anyone seem 
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particularly alarmed by Mr. St. John's weapon. Indeed, the 
record does not reveal that anyone—including the lone 
customer who spoke to Officer McColley about Mr. St. 
John's gun—was even concerned enough to have left the 
theater as a result." 

St. John filed a lawsuit in September of last year. 
Black's ruling is not entirely a win for St. John. His 

complaint alleging false arrest was not upheld, and he did 
not win summary judgment on a claim of battery. That 
claim will have to be sorted out in court as the case 
proceeds. 

"The undisputed facts establish that Mr. St. John's 
seizure was unreasonable," the judge wrote in his 16-page 
ruling. "Defendants lacked a justifiable suspicion that Mr. 
St. John had committed a crime, was committing a crime 
or was about to commit a crime...When they found him, 
Mr. St. John was peacefully sitting through the previews 
for his second movie of - the day. Officers had no reason 
to believe that (he) had been, was, or would be involved in 
any criminal activity whatsoever." 

The judge then added that St. John's "lawful possession 
of a loaded firearm in a crowded place could not, by itself, 
create a reasonable suspicion sufficient to justify an 
investigatory detention." 

That seizure, said the judge, violated St. John's 
Fourth Amendment rights. The New GUN WEEK, October 1, 2009 

 

District of Columbia lawyer asks summary 
judgment in SAF suit 

by Dave Workman, Senior Editor 

The District of Columbia has asked a federal judge to 
grant a summary judgment against the Second Amendment 
Foundation (SAF) and four individual citizens in response 
to a lawsuit they filed against the city seeking to allow the 
carrying of firearms. 

District Attorney General Peter Nickles argued that the 
SAF lawsuit is trying to "stretch the language of Heller far 
beyond what the Supreme Court found to be protected by 
the Second Amendment." He is asking the court to dismiss 
the lawsuit. 

"The District's regulation of handguns at issue here," 
Nickles wrote in a court document, "is squarely in the 
mainstream and eminently reasonable, minimally intruding 
on the right announced in Heller to bear arms for the 
protection of 'hearth and home,' while at the same time 
safeguarding public safety under traditional police 
powers." 

Nickles maintains that the city is meeting the 
requirements of the Heller ruling, while also enforcing 
what it believes are "reasonable restrictions" that the 5-4 
Supreme Court ruling said were allowable. 

In his brief, Nickles said the plaintiffs "provide no 
controlling or persuasive authority for their conclusion that 
the right to bear arms universally encompasses the right to 
carry handguns in public; for over a century and a half, it 
has been illegal to do so in the nation's capital." 

"Such longstanding law and policy cannot be 
overturned on the basis of plaintiffs' flimsy showing," 
he contended. 

Attorney Alan Gura, who is representing the plaintiffs, 
has also asked the court for a summary judgment against 
the city. 

Nickels contends that the plaintiffs "argue that the 
Second Amendment guarantees a 'fundamental right,' 
hence `strict scrutiny' should apply." 

"That argument is incorrect as a matter of law," Nickles 
wrote. "Instead, this court should apply reasonableness 
review. Under that level of scrutiny, a firearm regulation 
should be upheld where the regulation or law does not 
interfere with the 'core right' the Second Amendment 
protects by depriving the people of reasonable means to 
defend themselves in their homes. In the alternative, 
intermediate scrutiny at most should apply. 

"The Supreme Court has never determined—and did 
not determine in Heller—that the right to bear arms is a 
'fundamental right' under the Constitution," he continued. 
"In fact, prior to Heller, the federal circuits unanimously 
found that the right to bear arms under the Second 
Amendment was not fundamental." 

Later, Nickels added, "The numerous jurisdictions that 
have concluded that the 'right to bear arms' under state 
constitutions is not a fundamental right have consistently 
found that such a right `is not absolute and that reasonable 
regulatory control by the legislature to promote the safety 
and welfare of its citizens uniformly has been upheld'." The 

New GUN WEEK, October 15, 2009 
 

New York DA primary voters reject 
veteran anti-gunner Aborn 

Veteran anti-gun attorney Richard Aborn, a former 
president of Handgun Control Inc., now known as the 
Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence, placed last in a 
three-way primary race to become the Manhattan District 
Attorney, and gun rights groups say it was because his 
campaign was based largely on his gun prohibitionist 
agenda. - According to the Associated Press, Aborn was 
able to garner only 26% of the vote while defense lawyer 

Cy Vance, son of former Secretary of State Cyrus Vance, 

pulled in 44% of the vote. The other candidate, former 
Judge Leslie Crocker Snyder, finished second by 
garnering 30% of the primary vote. 

Alan Gottlieb, chairman of the Citizens Committee for 
the Right to Keep and Bear Arms, told Gun Week that 
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Aborn's dismal showing at the polls showed that "even 
residents of a city with some of the strictest gun laws in the 
nation reject his gun control philosophy. 

"Richard Aborn had the endorsement of the Brady 
Campaign, Million Mom March, New Yorkers Against 
Gun Violence and other anti-gun-rights,, organizations," 
Gottlieb said. "We hope that his rejection sends a message 
to other gun control extremists that voters have had enough 
rhetoric and are fed up with restrictions on their gun 
rights." 

He suggested that Aborn's defeat "should be a signal to 
other politicians that an endorsement from the Brady 
Campaign or any other anti-gun group is a political kiss of 
death." The New GUN WEEK, October 15, 2009 

 

New national survey finds US is a pro-gun 
nation 

The Los Angeles Times reported in late September that 
the October issue of Outdoor Life contained recent poll 
results that might be of special interest to hunters and 
fishermen, and perhaps guide public policy on Capitol 
Hill. 

The polls, conducted by Rasmussen Reports, asked 
whether the Constitution guarantees the right to own a gun 
and what was behind the recent increase in gun sales. 

Among Americans polled, 75% said the Constitution 
guaranteed the right to own a gun. The percentage of "yes" 
answers was higher among Republicans (92%) and lower 
among Democrats (64%). Among others, 71% answered 
yes. 

As for the second question, 57% of those polled cited 
fear of increased government restrictions as the reason. The 

New GUN WEEK, October 15, 2009 

 

Nebraska lists states whose carry permits 
are recognized 

by Dave Workman, Senior Editor 

Three months after adopting a new state concealed 
carry statute that includes sweeping preemption language, 
Nebraska has issued a list of 36 states whose concealed 
carry permits and licenses it recognizes under its new 
guidelines. 

Nebraska Attorney General Jon Bruning issued the list 
in late August, when the new statute became effective. 
Those states approved for recognition vastly outnumber 
the states that did not qualify this time around. 

In a letter to Col. Bryan Tuma with the Nebraska State 
Patrol, Bruning identified Alaska, Arizona, Arkansas, 
Colorado, Connecticut, Florida, Idaho, Hawaii, Kansas, 
Kentucky, Louisiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, 
Nevada, New Jersey, New Mexico, North Carolina, North 
Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon, Rhode Island, South 

Carolina, Tennessee, Utah, Virginia, West Virginia, 
Wyoming and the District of Columbia as having 
"standards equal to or greater than the standards contained 
in Nebraska's statute. 

In addition, Bruning identified California, Iowa, Maine, 
Montana, North Dakota and Texas as having standards 
"equal to or greater than the standards" in Nebraska's 
statute but only to the extent the permit holder in that state 
is 21 years of age or older. 

States that did not pass muster are Alabama, Delaware, 
Georgia, Indiana, Maryland, Massachusetts, Mississippi, 

New Hampshire, New York, Pennsylvania, South Dakota 
and Washington. 

Bruning also noted that Wisconsin and Illinois do not 
issue carry permits. 

Under the new statute, cities and villages have no 
authority to regulate the ownership, possession or 
transportation of a concealed handgun. The new statute 
nullifies and voids any preexisting local ordinance or 
regulation as they may apply to citizens possessing 
permits. 

The statute also identifies areas where guns may not be 
carried. 

There is also a tenet that allows cities to take actions in 
order to restrain riots and other disturbances of the peace 
on the streets, or in houses or other places, "except the 
carrying of a concealed handgun in compliance with the 
Concealed Handgun Permit Act" is exempted. The New GUN 

WEEK, October 1, 2009 
 
House committee approves bill allowing guns in public 

housing 
Gun rights advocates scored a victory on Aug. 27 when 

the House Financial Services Committee adopted an 
amend-ment to allow guns in public housing projects, 
according to Congressional Quarterly. 

The amendment, by Rep. Tom Price (R-GA) would 
bar any housing authority from restricting legal 
ownership of guns. It was adopted, 38-31, as the 
committee continued its markup of a housing bill (HR-
3045) that the panel is expected to approve. 

"Seniors and other individuals have the right to protect 
themselves," said Joe Baca of California, one of 13 
Democrats who voted for the amendment. "Those guns 
would be registered, and those individuals have a right, in 
public housing or any other place, to protect themselves." 

While the Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) does not have a specific policy 
concerning guns in public housing, several local agencies 
have banned them in an effort to reduce violent crime in 
housing projects. Major urban centers began to adopt gun 
bans in the 1990s, and advocates of such steps argue that 
the bans have improved the safety of public housing. 
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Only two Republicans—Peter T. King of New York 
and Michael N. Castle of Delaware voted against the 
amendment. 

Whether the amendment language will survive is 
problematical. Rep. Carolyn McCarthy (D-NY), a leading 
gun control advocate, said opponents of the Price 
amendment would try to remove the language from the bill 
at a later point in the legislative process, without 
subjecting the issue to a recorded vote, a move designed to 
provide cover for House members concerned that their 
constituents might consider such a vote as part of an anti-
fun record. The New GUN WEEK, October 1, 2009 

 

Cost of firearms controls not just simple 
economics 

by Joseph P. Tartar, Executive Editor 

Even when gunowners become accustomed to the 
infringement of various, gun laws, they can still be hit by 
the cost of their administration: Whether they are called 
license-fees or user fees, the cost to the gunowner can 
always be used to tighten the knots on self-defense and 
recreation,. This has become increasingly evident when 
budget strapped governments mine their gun laws for 
additional income. 

That might even be acceptable to some if the fees were 
later lowered when the budget crises have ended, but taxes 
and fees live on until they are again in-creased. There 
appears to be no concept of equitable costs when it comes 
to government budgets. 

For example, Connecticut gunowners are up in arms 
over the doubling of pistol and hunting license fees, and 
are hoping that Gov. Jodi Kell (R) will save them money 
with a veto. However, the prospects are dim. 

After negotiating down to a more modest 25% fee 
increase for pistol licenses and hunting licenses during the 
regular legislative session, Democratic leaders in the 
Nutmeg State's legislature met behind closed doors, 
working out a deal to jack the fees back up to the 100% 
increase originally proposed. Legislators then rubber-
stamped the hikes as part of the larger budget in votes 
taking place in the wee hours of the morning. 

These increases will do little to raise revenue but will 
deal a crushing blow to law-abiding gunowners, hunters 
and sportsmen. Connecticut residents who wish to exercise 
their right to self protection will now have to pay 
exorbitant fees to do so and those without the means to pay 
the price will lose the right altogether. 

In this ailing economy, it is very likely that hunters will 
choose to stay home at a time when the deer population is 
exploding in Connecticut. Prospective hunters and those 
with limited incomes won't take to the field, thus 

contributing to the demise of a cherished past-time handed 
down from generation to generation. 

The governor has claimed on many occasions to be a 
friend to gunowners, hunters and sportsmen but her actions 
tell a different story. These same 100% increases were 
introduced earlier in the year by the governor herself. 

On the other side of the globe, gunowners are also 
enraged by new firearm license charges. 

The New Zealand Herald reports that gunowners are 
angry at police changes to licensing rules over military-
style semi-automatic weapons, with some taking official 
steps to try to stop them. One has applied for a judicial 
review of the police decision, while a group has 
complained to the Independent Police Conduct Authority 
(IPCA). 

Kiwi gunowners have been told that if they own a semi-
automatic firearm with a "military pattern, free-standing 
pistol grip," it is now considered a military-style semi-
automatic firearm. 

Owners must undergo more stringent vetting than for 
standard A-class endorsed licenses, and are required to 
have a more expensive and secure safe for their weapons, 
costing upwards, of $1000. 

Otherwise they can sell the Weapon or convert it to a 
"sporting configuration.. 

The nation's newly formed National Shooters 
Association, which says it has about 50 members, has 
complained to the IPCA. Association president Richard 
Lincoln said police were, spending $60,000 advertising a 
policy decision that was being challenged in the High 
Court. 

Lincoln himself has applied for a judicial review of the 
change in police interpretation of the firearms 
reclassification. Police were publishing misleading 
advertising that falsely purported unqualified opinion as 
legally binding and that it was sanctioned by the 
government, Lincoln said. 

Firearm law consultant David Wood told the 
Timaru Herald the police move was a "pointless 
bureaucratic knee-jerk reaction to blame the good 
guys." 

The campaign focused on the wrong issue and police 
resources would be better directed into maintaining the 
present law, he said. 

The Owner of the Internet gun auction site GunStuff, 
Mark Fogarin, told The New Zealand Herald the 
reclassification was "causing much confusion and 
frustration throughout New Zealand's firearms 
community." 

The change would have no effect on people such as Jan 
Molenaar, who shot and killed police Officer Len Snee and 
injured three other men in Napier in July, he said. 
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Fogarin said no check was made after Molenaar's 
license expired to ensure he no longer had guns, yet he was 
unfit to hold a license and had 18 guns, including military-
style semi-automatics. 

Council of Licensed Firearms Owners board member 
Andre Doyle told NZPA members were not entirely happy 
with the change in rules. 

"Everyone went through the process in good faith and 
the law was the law at the time. The goal posts have 
changed and that's a bitter pill to swallow." 

Inspector Joe Green, police national manager of 
firearms licensing and vetting, said there had been concern 
for some time that military-style firearms were being 
configured for the civilian market. Advice from Crown 
Law was that the firearms were still military-style, he said. 

The stricter E-class endorsement did involve more 
stringent checks in which police were looking for the 
"Rambo-type attitude," he said. 

Green said the process had received a positive response 
from the Mountain Safety Council and Deerstalkers' 
Association and many firearms owners were applying for 
the E-class endorsement. 

Police were waiving the $200 endorsement application 
fee until March next year, and people were seeing that as a 
free $200 they could put towards increased security, he 
said. 

Police Superintendent Tony McLeod told The New 

Zealand Herald the reclassification was not an attempt to 
create a firearms registration system by default, but better 
tracking of the types of weapons may be a result. 

In 1992 it was estimated there were between 12,000 
and 15,000 military-sty/e semi-automatic rifles in the 
country. Last year there were about 7300 registered. 

And in Ireland; new gun license regs have sparked 
widespread confusion and resentment. 

Iri4h news sources report that 'thousands Of Irish 
farmers could be left without official licenses for shotguns 
due to the introduction of stringent new application 
procedures for firearm permits. 

The Irish Farm Association's (IFA) Countryside has 
warned that farmers are struggling to complete 
complicated nine-page application forms introduced by the 
Department of Justice under new firearms licensing 
arrangements. 

Many gunowners must have these forms completed and 
cleared by local gardai (police) in October or their existing 
permits will be cancelled. The application form includes 
medical details, character references, proof of competence, 
source of firearms and other details. 

An IFA official claimed that many gardai were unsure 
how to direct applicants who were seeking advice on 
filling out the forms. He said this had added to the 
frustrations of gunowners. And, the association has 

predicted that there will be huge logistical problems from 
incorrectly completed forms if the new arrangements 
remain in place. 

IFA Countryside chairman David Wilkinson has called 
on Minister for Justice Dermot Ahern to make 
amendments to the proposed arrangements. 

He pointed out that the new application procedures 
did not take into account clean records of existing 
license holders. "There is no difference between a 
person who has held a license blemish-free for 30 years 
and someone who has held it for just one year," 
Wilkinson said. 

In addition, farmers are facing a substantial hike in the 
cost of their gun license as no distinction is made between 
sport gunowners and landowners who require firearms as a 
tool for good farm practice, preventing sheep worrying and 
crop damage, etc. 

Ireland, of course, is also banning handguns. However, 
when a class of guns is not banned by the controllers, 
obstacles such as new, intrusive and complex forms are 
demanded by governments whether in the US, Europe or 
Down Under. Raising new revenues is only a part of the 
agenda, making gun ownership most complicated, time 
consuming, intrusive and costly is designed to discourage 
gun ownership altogether, whether for defense, sport or 
business farms. The New GUN WEEK, October 1, 2009 
 

Federal courts reviewing McCain-Feingold 
by Joseph P. Tartaro, Executive Editor 

The ground rules for voter education campaigns by pro- 
and anti-gun organizations may change before the 2010 
congressional elections due to several court challenges to 
current campaign financing limits established under the 
controversial McCain-Feingold bill. 

The suits have been brought by other parties. 
The Supreme Court heard arguments on Sept. 9 over 

whether government limits on corporate and union 
political spending violate free-speech rights, in a case that 
could prove pivotal in a long-standing constitutional 
debate. 

The Wall Street Journal (WSJ) reported the court gave 
no explanation for scheduling the unusual Summer oral 
argument a month before the customary start of its new 
term on the first Monday in October. It was seen as a 
signal that the conservative majority could be ready to 
strike down key aspects of the 2002 McCain-Feingold 
campaign-finance law and supporting precedents that are 
the foundations for current restrictions on corporate and 
union election spending. 

Corporations, unions and advocacy groups have long 
faced limits on direct contributions to political campaigns. 
The first restrictions on such spending by corporations go 
back more than a century and were enacted to limit what 
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sponsors considered corrupting influences on the political 
marketplace. 

The current case before the high court was brought by 
Citizens United, a conservative advocacy group that 
produced a feature-length movie critical of then-Sen. 
Hillary Clinton, who was seeking the Democratic 
presidential nomination. The Federal Election Commission 
(FEC) classified "Hillary: The Movie" as an 
"electioneering communication." 

The oral arguments turned in part on the competition 
between free-speech rights and concerns about the rights 
of corporate shareholders. 

Meanwhile, a three-judge panel of the US Court of 
Appeals for the DC Circuit has overturned campaign 
finance reform regulations in a ruling on Sept. 18 that will 
make it easier for independent political groups to raise and 
spend money to influence elections, if the decision is not 
overturned on appeal. 

The Washington Post reported that a three-judge panel 
struck down regulations intended to blunt the power of 
such organizations, including the controversial Swift Boat 
Veterans for Truth and Move0n.org, which drew heavy 
criticism for spending tens of millions of dollars on 
aggressive advertisements during the 2004 presidential 
campaign. 

The Post said that "the ruling, if it stands, could provide 
a boost to Republicans and their allies as they try to win 
back Congress in 2010 and the White House in 2012. 
Outside conservative groups could become particularly 
important in countering the fundraising juggernaut of 
President Obama, who shattered records by raising over 
$750 million during his 2008 campaign.' 

Experts suggested that the court's decision could 
provide a boon to groups tapping into the fervor of anti-
Obama activity and "tea party" events such as those 
demonstrated by the massive turnout on Capitol Hill on 
Sept. 12. 

The groups "are now free to accept unlimited contri-
butions, to spend unlimited funds independently 
supporting or opposing federal candidates," said Richard 
L. Hasen, a professor at Loyola Law School in Los 
Angeles and an election law expert, contacted by The Post. 
"One of the things we know about outside groups, as 
opposed to political parties, is that they run more negative 
ads.  

The decision by the appellate court panel came in a 
lawsuit brought by Emily's List, a nonprofit political 
organization that backs female Democratic candidates who 
support abortion rights. The New GUN WEEK, October 15, 2009 
 

Hindsight 

Was-Sept. 12 Washington March a portent 
of the 2010 elections? 

by Joseph P. Tartaro, Executive Editor 

Most gunowners will always remember the elections of 
1994 in which they played so important a role in turning 
over control of Congress from the Democrats, who had 
been the majority for 40 years, to the Republicans. In that 
election, it wasn't just freshmen and problematical 
incumbents who were turned out of office, but prominent 
long-term leaders like Tom Foley of Washington state, the 
Speaker of the House, as well as Jack Brooks, the powerful 
chairman of the House Judiciary Committee. 

If you don't remember, Clinton does. And Nancy Pelosi, 
the current Speaker. And Harry Reid, the Senate Majority 
Leader. And so do many Democrat strategists who have 
been trying to keep the party from committing seppuku 
with another anti-gun law like the Brady bill or Clinton's 
semi-auto gun ban which drove them' from power for 10 
years. 

However, in less than a year after winning the 
presidency, and with full control of the House and the 
Senate, the Democrats are already seeing the pendulum 
start to swing, even though few will admit it. 

Despite his original popularity, and support from much 
of the media, at least one recent poll shows President 
Obama losing some overall popularity, plus some 70% of 
independents are losing confidence. Perhaps some people 
don't like what change looks like up close and personal. 

Slipping independent support is critical. Independents 
command the middle ground. Some 40% of the electorate, 
they really decide who wins and who loses. 

Earlier this Year, the seeds of discontent were sown in 
a series of "Tea Parties," where some independents joined 
mostly disgruntled Republicans in voicing their protests. 

But on Sept. 12, a surprising host of "Mr. Smith" 
Americans went to Washington to express their concerns 
about a number of issues. The turnout was tremendous. 
People came from almost every state at their own expense 
to express their frustrations with government in general 
and this government in particular. 

The New York Times reported that "A sea of protesters 
filled the west lawn of the Capitol and spilled onto the 
National Mall on Saturday (Sept. 12) in the largest rally 
against President Obama since he took office, a culmina-
tion of a summer-long season of protests that began with 
opposition to a health care overhaul and grew into a 
broader dissatisfaction with government." 

Australia's Brisbane Times said "tens of thousands of 
people have marched to the US Capitol in Washington in 
protest against the president's health care plan and what 
they say is out-of-control spending. 
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"The line of protesters on Saturday spread across 
Pennsylvania Avenue for blocks, all the way to the 
Capitol, according to the Washington Homeland Security 
and Emergency Management Agency. People were 
chanting 'enough, enough' and 'We the People.' Others 
yelled 'You lie, you lie!' and Telosi has to go.'" 

"Demonstrators waved US flags and held signs reading 
‘Obamacare makes me sick,' Go Green Recycle Congress' 

and I'm Not Your 
ATM,' " the Aussie 
newspaper 
continued. "Men 
wore colonial 
costumes as they 
listened to speakers 
who warned of 
judgment day'—
Election Day 

2010." 
The New York Times report continued "On a cloudy 

and cool day, the demonstrators came from all corners of 
the country, waving American flags and handwritten signs 
explaining the root of their frustrations. Their anger 
stretched well beyond the health care legislation moving 
through Congress, with shouts of support for gun rights, 
lower taxes and a smaller government." 

"Dick Armey, a former House Republican leader whose 
group Freedomworks helped organize the protest, stood 
before the crowd and led the rallying cries in nearly the 
same spot where Mr. Obama was sworn in." 

WorldNetDaily.com said the National Taxpayer 
Protest's sponsors also in-chided: Grassfire/ResistNet; Tea 
Party Patriots; National Taxpayers Union; Club for 
Growth; Americans for Tax Reform; Young Americans for 
Liberty; Ayn Rand Center for Individual Rights; Our 
Country Deserves Better; Campaign for Liberty; 
Leadership Institute; Free Republic; Young America's 
Foundation; the National Association of Rural Land 
Owners, and Smart Girl Politics. The Brisbane Times 
noted that Republican lawmakers also supported the rally. 

"Republicans, Democrats and independents are 
stepping up and demanding we put our fiscal house in 
order," Rep. Mike 

Pence (R-IN), chairman of the House Republican 
Conference, said, according to that newspaper. 

Chelsea Schilling and Alyssa Farah of WorldNetDaily 
said, "The capital was rocked today by a taxpayer march 
and rally that could be the biggest protest ever—
potentially dwarfing the Million Man March and the 
Promise Keepers Rally. 

"Though crowd estimates vary from as low as 60,000 to 
70,000 according to ABC News to a high of 2 million by 

London Daily Mail, photographs and videos of the march 
and rally demonstrate its enormity." 

Most US newspapers that reported on the Washington 
rally estimated "tens of thousands." No official crowd 
estimates were released. 

Joseph Farah's "Between the Lines," in WorldNetDaily 
castigated the American establishment media's handling of 
this huge rally. 

"How many people have to march on Washington 
before the major news media take notice?" Farah 
wondered. 

"How many tea parties and town halls does it take for 
the major news media to recognize the American people 
are peacefully voicing their concerns and deserve to be 
heard?" 

Farah concluded his column by writing: "America is 
waking up. The tide is turning. Soon, even the hapless, 
twisted major news media will no longer be able to ignore 
this popular uprising." 

Commentator Martin Kady II on Politico.com noted: 
"Everywhere you turn lately conservatives are winning the 
public debate. 

"ACORN? De-funded. Van Jones? Long gone. The 
public option? On life support. Cap and trade? Punted to 
next year. Joe Wilson, sanctioned by the House, is a hero 
back home. 

"Far outnumbered in Congress and overshadowed by an 
omnipresent president ..., conservatives have found ways 
to score points on mini-scandals while stoking public 
emotions about taxes and health-care spending. 

"Whether this is simply an emotional surge or a long-
term comeback remains to be seen. But for now, the 
summer of discontent for Democrats is about to bleed into 
an autumn of angst on the legislative front." 

Early on, John Snyder, the Citizens Committee for the 
Right to Keep and Bear Arm's man in Washington, DC, 
sent an email with the following message: 

"Americans are coming out. Gun rights are a LARGE 
part of it. You should have seen the crowds over the 
weekend in DC. Peaceful people, but MAD. Lots of pro-
gun signs. 

"Good, solid folks. The only thing I remember that was 
anything like the current fed up with government policy 
phenomenon was the anti-war movement but that was 
composed primarily of teens and early 20s. This is across 
the board, from teens to nineties. It's really something. We 
could be on the verge of something really big." 

This is why I wonder if this is a portent of further 
changes to come in the 2010 congressional elections. The 

New GUN WEEK, October 15, 2009 
 

Governors buck feds on control of Guard 
units 
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A bipartisan pair of governors is opposing a new US 
Defense Department proposal to handle natural and terror-
ism-related disasters, contending that a murky chain of 
command could lead to more problems than solutions. 

Vermont Gov. Jim Douglas (R), chairman of the 
National Governors Association, and Vice Chairman Gov. 
Joe Manchin (D) of West Virginia penned a letter 
opposing the Pentagon proposal, which they said would 
hinder a state's effort to respond to a disaster. 

Current law gives governors control over National 
Guard forces in their own states as well as any Guard units 
and Defense Department personnel imported from other 
states. 

The letter comes as the Pentagon proposes a legislative 
fix that would give the Secretary of Defense the authority 
to assist in response to domestic disasters and, 
consequently, control over units stationed in an affected 
state. 

"We are concerned that the legislative proposal you 
discuss in your letter would invite confusion on critical 
command and control issues, complicate interagency 
planning, establish stove-piped response efforts, and 
interfere with governors' constitutional responsibilities to 
ensure the safety and security of their citizens," Douglas 
and Manchin wrote to Paul Stockton, assistant secretary of 
Defense for Homeland Defense and America's Security 
Affairs. 

Though the Pentagon has said the legislative fix 
would increase the number of Defense Department 
personnel available to respond to disasters, Douglas and 
Manchin expressed skepticism, arguing that current law 
already allows the Pentagon to order personnel to key 
areas inside the US. The New GUN WEEK, October 1, 2009 

 

Omaha mandates fingerprints for used gun 
sales 

A new Omaha, NE, city ordinance is now in effect, 
requiring second hand gun shops to fingerprint anyone 
selling a gun, according to KPTM. Omaha police say it 
will help cut violence, by taking illegal weapons off the 
street. 

For decades, people selling anything at pawn shops 
have had to put their finger in ink under city law. "We do 
that on anything that we loan on, whether it's a gun, or a 
diamond or a TV or a stereo or tools. That's just our 
process. Always has been," said Don Hoberman, the owner 
of one city pawn shop. 

After a contentious debate in July, Omaha City Council 
members voted four to three to require the same at second 
hand gun dealers. 

The ordinance also requires secondhand gun dealers to 
allow police to examine guns on site, as well as records of 

purchases, including fingerprints. The New GUN WEEK, October 1, 

2009 
 
Panel rejects total gun ban for Philippine polling 
The Philippine National Police (PNP) were left 

scrambling for another means to prevent firearms-related 
election violence in next year's polls after the Commission 
on Elections (Comelec) rejected its proposal for a total gun 
ban. 

According to the Manila Bulletin, Director General 
Jesus Verzosa, PNP chief, said the Comelec decision is not 
a cause of disappointment on their part since there is still 
more time for them to come up with a new strategy aimed 
at curbing election-related violence using guns, most of 
them loose firearms. 

Verzosa revealed that he had already instructed the 
PNP Task Force HOPE (Honest, Orderly, Peaceful 
Elections) to hold a meeting with Comelec officials in 
order to map out general security measures for next year's 
voting, particularly on the issue of gun control. 

The PNP leadership had proposed a total gun ban in 
next year's polls, with only soldiers, policemen and 
other law enforcement agencies allowed to carry 
firearms. The New GUN WEEK, October 1, 2009 

 

Suspect in eight WI slayings charged in 
two, no gun used 

Authorities in Milwaukee, WI, have charged Walter E. 
Ellis—a suspect in the slayings of at least eight women 
over a 21-year period—in connection with two of the 
crimes after DNA linked him to the deaths of Joyce Mims 
in 1997 and Ouithreaun Stokes in 2007. 

Both women were strangled as were the other six 
victims, some of whom were also stabbed. None of the 
victims died from gunshot wounds. 

If Ellis is a serial killer, his method of slaying would 
fit a pattern similar to other serial killers, Ted Bundy 
and Gary Ridgway, the notorious "Green River Killer." 
They did not use fire-arms either. 

Milwaukee police arrested Ellis on Sept. 5 at a motel 
the day after his DNA linked him to the two slayings, 
according to the Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel. Ellis may 
also be responsible for the murders of Carron D. Kilpatrick 
and Irene Smith, both in 1992; Tanya L. Miler and 
Deborah L. Harris, both in 1986; and Florence 

McCormick, Sheila Farrior and Jessica Payne, all 
murdered in 1995, according to CNN. 

The newspaper said that Ellis' DNA had been found on 
at least nine women slain over the 21-year period from 
1986 to 2007, although one of the victims, a 16-year-old 
runaway, was killed by someone else. Her throat had been 
cut. 
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The teen was the only white victim. All of the others 
were black, with histories of prostitution. 

The Journal-Sentinel indicated that charges in 
connection with some of the other slayings were 
pending. 

The newspaper reported that Ellis has a criminal record 
dating back to 1981. Between that year and 1998, he was 
charged a dozen times for property crimes and violent 
offenses. He was convicted in 1998 for recklessly 
endangering safety, and sentenced to five years in prison. 
None of the victims linked to Ellis was killed between 
1998 and 2006, the newspaper noted. The New GUN WEEK, 

October 1, 2009 
 

Cop kills man in weird ER fray 
An Olympia, WA, man was fatally shot at a hospital 

where he had been brought for emergency treatment of a 
head injury, after pulling a gun on nurses, according to 
KING TV in Seattle. 

Joseph Leonard Burkett, 43, died at the hospital Aug. 
15 in what quickly became a bizarre incident. 

KING and The Daily Olympian reported that Burkett 
was brought to St. Peter Hospital at about 2 a.m. He 
became "unruly" and emergency room personnel called 
police, reporting that he was possibly armed. When police 
arrived, they took two handguns from Burkett before he 
was readied for some medical testing. 

At about 4:15 a.m., the newspaper reported, Burkett 
became "agitated" and pulled a third handgun. An officer 
who had been standing by shot him as they wrestled for 
Burkett’s pistol. Hospital personnel quickly began treating 
the gunshot wound, but were unable to save him. 

The case took on more mystery when it appeared 
the handguns may have been stolen from a home in 
McCleary, a small community several miles west of 
Olympia. The New GUN WEEK, October 1, 2009 

 

NC Supreme Court rules for ex-felon gun 
ownership 

by Dave Workman, Senior Editor 

A ruling by the North Carolina Supreme Court could 
open the, door for future challenges of state and even 
federal statutes barring ex-felons from gun ownership. 

In a decision handed down Aug. 28, the North Carolina 
high court ruled that a state statute prohibiting a felon from 
owning a firearm is unconstitutional. It may be a very 
narrow victory for die-hard gun rights activists, however. 

The case involves a man named Barney Britt, who 
pleaded guilty in 1979 to one count of felony possession 
with intent to sell and deliver a controlled substance. Britt 
drew a two-year sentence, and he spent four months in 
prison with the remainder suspended for two years during 

which he was on supervised probation, completing his 
sentence in 1982. In 1987, Britt's civil rights were fully 
restored, including his right to possess firearms, under 
state law that existed at the time. 

In 1995, the state General Assembly amended state law 
to prohibit possession of handguns and other firearms with 
barrels less than 18 inches and overall length less than 26 
inches by all persons convicted of any felony without 
regard to the date of conviction or the completion of a 
defendant's sentence. In 2004, the General Assembly again 
amended the statute further to prohibit possession of all 
firearms by anyone convicted of any felony, even within 
the felon's own home or place of business. 

Britt contacted his county sheriff, who advised him that 
under the new statute, he would have to divest himself of 
all firearms, including his sporting rifles and shotguns, 
according to court documents. In September 2005, Britt 
filed a civil action against the state, asserting that the 
amended law violated his civil rights under both the 
federal and state constitutions. 

The trial court granted the state's motion for 
summery judgment, "holding that the amended statute is 
rationally related to a legitimate government interest" and 
is not unconstitutional. Britt appealed to the state Court of 
Appeals, which upheld the trial court ruling. But it was a 
split decision and the dissent asserted that the 2004 
amendment to the state law "amounted to an ex post facto" 
law that violated Britt's rights to due process under the 
Fifth and Fourteenth Amendments to the US Constitution, 
and Article 1, Section 19 of the state constitution. 

Britt appealed to the state high court in March of this 
year, and on Aug. 28, the North Carolina Supreme Court 
issued a ruling that agreed with Britt in a 5-2 decision with 
Chief Justice Sarah Parker and Associate Justice Patricia 
Timmons-Goodson dissenting. 

Writing for the majority, Justice Edward Thomas Brady 
noted, "This Court has held that regulation of the right to 
bear arms is a proper exercise of the General Assembly's 
police power, but that any regulation must be at least 
'reasonable and not prohibitive and must bear a fair, 
relation to the preservation of the public peace and safety.' 
" 

The court also observed that Britt, "through his 
uncontested lifelong nonviolence towards other citizens, 
his thirty years of law-abiding conduct since his crime, his 
seventeen years of responsible, lawful firearm possession 
between 1987 and 2004, and his assiduous and proactive 
compliance with the 2004 amendment, has affirmatively 
demonstrated that he is not among the class of citizens who 
pose a threat to the public peace and safety." 

In her dissent, Justice Timmons Goodson—the court's 
only African American—asserted that the majority "has 
crafted an individualized exception for a sympathetic 
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plaintiff, thereby placing North Carolina in the unique 
position of being the first jurisdiction, either federal or 
state, to hold that the inherent police power of the State 
must yield to a convicted felon's right to own a firearm." 
The New GUN WEEK, October 1, 2009 

 

Sunstein approved as new White House 
`regulation czar' 

by Dave Workman, Senior Editor 

Despite heated opposition from hunting and gun rights 
organizations, the Senate approved the nomination of 
Professor Cass Sunstein as Barack Obama's new 
"regulatory czar." 

The lineup against Sunstein read like a Who's Who of 
pro-gun and pro-hunting groups, although Sunstein comes 
to the White House position with support from pro-gun 
writers Eugene Volokh and Glenn Harlan Reynolds. 

In the hunting community alone, the Safari Club in 
Dallas and Houston, Mule Deer Foundation, National Wild 
Turkey Federation, Shikar Safari Club, Conservation 
Force, Texas Wildlife Association, US Sportsman's 
Alliance, Whitetails Unlimited, Pope & Young Club, 
National Shooting Sports Foundation, Masters of 
Foxhounds Association, Wild Sheep Foundation, National 
Trapper's Association and Fur Takers of America issued a 
letter opposing Sunstein. 

At issue are Sunstein's allegedly extremist views 
regarding animal rights, and concerns over his position on 
the Second Amendment. He has suggested that hunting 
should be banned and that people should be allowed to file 
lawsuits on behalf of domestic animals. 

Over the Summer, Sunstein offered assurances to 
Republican Sen. Saxby Chambliss of Georgia that "I 
strongly believe that the Second Amendment creates an 
individual right to possess and use guns for purposes of 
both hunting and self-defense. 

"If confirmed," he added, "I would respect the Second 
Amendment and the individual right that it recognizes." 

Many in the gun rights community voiced concerns that 
Sunstein appears to be suggesting that the Second 
Amendment "created" a civil right rather than recognized 
that the right always existed and that the amendment 
merely affirmed and protected that right as a means of 
resisting government tyranny. 

In a lengthy analysis of the Heller ruling in the Harvard 

Law Review, Sunstein appears to suggest that the 
individual right interpretation af-firmed by the Supreme 
Court may be a contemporary invention, rather than the 
true intent of the Founders. 

Sunstein's official title will be administrator of the 
Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs at the Office 
of Budget and Management. However, this position allows 
Sunstein to wield a considerable amount of authority over 

how federal regulations are drafted, critics argue. He will 
be involved in creation of regulations for the Departments 
of Interior and Agriculture, and the Bureau of Alco-hol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, among other agencies. 

This concerns not only hunting and gun rights 
activists, but also livestock producers who are worried 
about his position on animal rights. 

The Washington Times editorialized on Sept. 9 that 
Sunstein's "overt hostility to the idea that the Constitution 
protects an individual right to bear arms, including for 
purposes of self-defense, is not something that should be 
welcomed from somebody whose job might entail 
weighing in on the value of anti-gun regulations." 

However, on his blog, The Volokh Conspiracy, Volokh 
states, "Sunstein is brilliant, thoughtful, and ideologically 
probably as good as libertarianish/conservativish people 
like me can hope for from the new administration." 

And Reynolds noted in a Forbes article, "But while 
Sunstein is politically liberal, he's also open-minded—
someone who isn't dogmatic or intolerant and who gets 
along well with people of different ideological stripes." The 

New GUN WEEK, October 1, 2009 
 

Feds investigating New Orleans police 
actions following Katrina 

by Dave Workman, Senior Editor 

More than four years after the city of New Orleans was 
devastated by Hurricane Katrina, the Department of Justice 
is reportedly investigating alleged civil rights abuses by 
officers with the New Orleans Police Department (NOPD) 
in the days following the storm. 

According to the New Orleans Times-Picayune and 
CNN, investigators have searched police department 
offices and a federal grand jury has been quietly 
interviewing various police officers over the past several 
months. So far, the investigations have been focused on a 
shooting at the Danziger Bridge on Sept.4, 2005 and 
another incident in the Algiers neighborhood. 

Significant by its absence in any reporting is whether 
there is any intention by the Justice Department to 
investigate hundreds of firearms seizures by New Orleans 
police and officers from other jurisdictions. Some of those 
seizures were at gunpoint, and in most, if not all of the 
confiscations, gunowners had been doing nothing wrong, 
and they were not given any receipts for their seized guns. 
There were no warrants or probable cause in any of the 
seizures, and the order to confiscate firearms was in 
contradiction to state statute and the state and federal 
constitutions. 

Agent Sheila Thorne, public information officer for the 
FBI in New Orleans, told Gun Week that she could not 
comment on an on-going investigation. She could not give 
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any indication of where the investigation could go, or 
whether there may be any indictments or charges. 

Court Action 
Only a joint federal lawsuit filed in September 2005 by 

the Second Amendment Foundation and National Rifle 
Association brought the gun confiscations to a halt. 
However, rather than quickly comply with court orders, the 
city denied for months ever having taken any guns, and 
apparently continued taking some guns, until the plaintiffs 
headed to court, seeking a contempt citation. Only then did 
the city acknowledge that it had hundreds of firearms 
stored in cargo containers, where most of them had quickly 
deteriorated. Even now, four years after the confiscations, 
many of those now-unusable firearms have not been 
claimed by their owners. 

The Times-Picayune also reported that the federal 
investigation may also be looking at allegations of 
vigilante activity by residents in the Algiers Point area. 
There were reports of residents there banding together to 
protect their neighborhood when it appeared that looting 
was occurring, and police authority had collapsed. 

What happened in the days following Hurricane 
Katrina was detailed in The Great New Orleans Gun 
Grab: Descent Into Anarchy by Gordon Hutchinson 
and Todd Masson. At the time it was published, SAF 
founder Alan Gottlieb said the book described "an 
American constitutional outrage." 

Within days after the hurricane devastated the Crescent 
City, then-Police Supt. Eddie Compass announced that no 
private citizens would be allowed to have firearms; only 
the police and military. That set off house-to-house 
searches, by New Orleans police and other-officers who 
traveled to the city to help restore order. Units from as far 
away as New York and California arrived in the city, 
leading to two of the more controversial incidents. 

New York officers and St. Tammany Parish Sheriff's 
deputies were involved in the on-the-water seizure of rifles 
from two boat operators, Buell and Rodney Teel, who had 
been trying to establish a safe water route to the city across 
Lake Pontchartrain. California Highway Patrol officers 
were involved in the infamous incident involving Patricia 
Konie, who was body-slammed in her own kitchen when 
she refused to leave her home, which had been above the 
flooding. She has never recovered the vintage Colt 
revolver police seized, and her injuries resulting from that 
encounter required surgery. 

Focus on shootings 
So far, none of this appears to be on the Justice 

Department's radar. 
The Danziger Bridge incident involved the shooting of 

six people on the bridge by police. At the time, it was 
claimed that police had responded to reports of shots being 
fired at other officers. Two of the six people shot on the 

bridge were killed, and the other four were wounded. In 
2006, seven police officers were indicted on charges of 
murder and attempted murder, but those indictments were 
quashed in August 2008 by Criminal District Judge 
Raymond Bigelow, who is now retired, according to CNN. 

However, federal authorities announced a new 
"independent review" of the incident the following month. 

The other incident, in Algiers, is perhaps more 
disturbing. According to The Times-Picayune, 
investigators are trying to establish whether NOPD officers 
were involved in the shooting and subsequent burning of 
Henry Glover in a car. His charred remains were found in 
the burned vehicle. 

Glover was shot Sept. 2, and apparently beaten along 
with some friends, according to the newspaper account. A 
man identified as William Tanner drove Glover to an 
elementary school where NOPD had set up a temporary 
headquarters for its SWAT officers. Allegedly, an officer 
drove away with Tanner's car—with the wounded Glover 
still inside—and the burned vehicle was found some weeks 
later on the Algiers levee. Glover's remains were still 
inside. 

FEMA 
In the aftermath of the hurricane, an anti-gun attitude 

seemed to permeate response efforts, not only among 
police and National Guard units apparently acting under an 
order to disarm private citizens, but also with officials at 
the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). 

At one FEMA camp set up for New Orleans refugees, a 
rule was initially announced that banned firearms. SAF 
and NRA quickly intervened, reminding FEMA authorities 
of their lawsuit against the city, and the prohibition was 
lifted. 

That situation only served to reinforce distrust within 
the firearms community toward the authorities. For weeks 
after the storm, anecdotal reports of gun seizures from 
people leaving the city at police roadblocks began to 
surface. Gun Week also investigated reports of firearms 
seized from contractors who had been hired to come into 
the city and start the long repair process. 

The City of New Orleans' attorney, Vincent DiRosa, 
was ultimately held in contempt for the city's continuous 
stalling and was ordered to pay partial legal fees to NRA 
and SAF for what federal Judge Carl J. Barbier called 
"wholly unprofessional" conduct that would not be 
condoned. 

When confiscated guns were examined, it appeared that 
many of them had been deliberately disabled. Other reports 
surfaced during the SAF/NRA investigations about guns 
that were confiscated at roadblocks and disabled on the 
spot. When, more than a year after the hurricane, a team 
conducting an inventory of guns for. SAF/NRA got busy, 
they found all of the guns in such a state of neglect that 
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most, if not all, were beyond repair. The New GUN WEEK, 

October 1, 2009 

 

NEWS BRIEFS 
 

VCDL to protest at GOP event 
The Virginia Citizens Defense League (VCDL), upset 

that the 7th District Republican Party leadership has 
continually held its "Republican Roundup" event every 
year at a location where firearms are prohibited, is staging 
a protest rally on Saturday, Oct. 17 during the event. 

According to VCDL President Philip Van Cleave, by 
holding the annual Roundup event at the Innsbrook 
Pavilion in Glen Allen, near Richmond, gunowners are 
effectively "barred" from attending because they cannot 
carry. 

The VCDL Freedom Rally will run from 2 to 7 p.m. 
There will be an opportunity to buy dinner. Keynote 
speakers include Richmond's WRVA talk radio host Doc 
Thompson. 

Protesters will gather at the Innsbrook Shoppes mall not 
far from the Pavilion, Van Cleave said. The New GUN WEEK, 

October 15, 2009 
 

Samurai swords banned in Ireland 
A ban on Samurai swords became effective in Ireland 

on Sept. 1, according to RTE News in that country. 
The order, brought in by Minister for Justice Dermot 

Ahern ostensibly as part of measures to tackle growing 
knife crime, makes the sale, importation, purchase or 
possession of the swords illegal. 

Those caught with the weapons could face up to seven 
years in prison. The ban does not apply to hand-carved 
swords made before 1954. 

The Justice Minister has also recently increased the 
penalty for possessing a knife in a public place from one to 
five years. for a spike in gun sales; 23% said it was 
because of a fear of crime, while 20% were unsure. 

What Outdoor Life left out, The Times noted, was that 
Americans appear to be evenly divided regarding the much 
hotter issue of gun control: 44% of respondents said 
stricter laws are needed, while 44% said they're not. The 
other 12% were unsure. 

Republicans and Democrats were evenly divided as 
well: 63% of Republicans polled said they opposed stricter 
gun laws while 62% of Democrats said stricter laws are 
needed. 

A Rasmussen poll conducted last October found that 
63% of US voters believed Barack Obama would be more 
inclined to restrict gun rights than John McCain, his rival 
in the presidential election (84% of Republicans answered 
yes to this question). 

To be sure, it was no coincidence that the run on guns 
and ammo began when it became clear who would win that 
election, LA Times columnist Pete Thomas said. The New 

GUN WEEK, October 15, 2009 
 

Execution set for DC sniper 
A Virginia judge on Sept. 16 set a Nov. 10 execution 

date for John Allen Muhammad, mastermind of the 2002 
sniper attacks in the Washington, DC-area that left 10 
dead. 

Prince William County Circuit Judge Mary Grace 
O'Brien picked a Tuesday for the execution so that courts 
would be open the day before in case of any last-minute 
legal, appeals. The New GUN WEEK, October 15, 2009 

 

Police recruit shot by trainer 
The Associated Press offered another "Only cops 

should have guns file" story recently. 
The news service reported that a Memphis, TN, Police 

Department recruit was accidentally shot in the arm by an 
instructor during a training exercise at the Police Training 
Academy. 

The recruit, who was not identified, was wounded on 
Aug. 8 in the left wrist and released from a hospital after 
treatment. 

Deputy Chief Joe Scott told WMC-TV that the drill 
was meant to teach recruits how to draw a weapon using 
their non-shooting hand. One of two instructors fired a gun 
that was supposed to have been unloaded. 

WMC-TV said Scott called it an "unfortunate accident" 
and the instructor was routinely relieved of duty until an 
investigation is completed. The New GUN WEEK, October 15, 2009 

 

MN man wanted to make point 
He didn't make as big a media statement as the man 

who was legally armed with an AR-15 in Phoenix in 
August, but a man who brought two loaded guns to 
President Barack Obama's recent appearance in 
Minneapolis, MN, says he was only trying to make a 
constitutional point. 

Josh Hendrickson of Rogers says he wasn't trying to stir 
up trouble, just exercise his rights under the Second 
Amendment to the US Constitution, according to The 
Associated Press. 

Hendrickson had one loaded pistol in a holster under 
his 
camouflage-colored shirt, and another handgun in his 
pocket. 

The 32-year-old Hendrickson says he showed police 
outside the Target Center his license to carry and conceal a 
weapon under state law. He says he was questioned by 
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Minneapolis police and a Secret Service agent. The New GUN 

WEEK, October 15, 2009 
 

Cops seek wheelchair gunman 
This isn't exactly a "drive by" shooting but the victim is 

no less injured because her assailant made his getaway in a 
wheelchair. 

This incident unfolded in Washington, DC on Sept. 14–
where law-abiding citizens can't carry guns but even 
wheelchair-bound thugs evidently can–and cops could not 
find the man even though they showed up just after the 
shot was fired. According to The Washington Post, the 
unidentified female was 47 years old and the bullet struck 
her in the foot. 

The shooting apparently was the culmination of a 
dispute between the woman and the man in the wheelchair 
that began about two weeks prior. She was riding a bus and 
when she got off, the wheelchair gunman was waiting. He 
rolled up and shot her, and then started pumping his 
wheels down the street. The New GUN WEEK, October 15, 2009 

 

Manure dispute ends badly 
An unidentified Huron County, MI, man with manure 

on his mind—and evidently quite a bit between his ears—
fired his shotgun several times in a dispute with neighbors 
over placement of lime and manure on their field. 

According to the Associated Press and Saginaw News, 
the neighbors, identified as Casey and Tina Jahn, had been 
spreading manure and lime when the 45-year-old neighbor 
came out of his house and capped off some rounds. He 
then aimed the gun at the Jahns, who ran for cover inside 
their home and called the local sheriff. 

When deputies arrived, they went over to chat with the 
neighbor, who reportedly fired a couple more shots. At that 
point, the lawmen tried to place him under arrest, and 
when that was met with resistance, they zapped him with a 
Taser. 

The man was taken to the Huron County jail. The New 

GUN WEEK, October 15, 2009 
 

Gunman a wanted man 
From the "You're In A Heap 0' Trouble" file comes the 

story out of Kenosha, WI, regarding a man identified as 
29-year-old Vernon Fields, who really ought to "just begin 
to turn his life around" before one of his surviving relatives 
has to say that in his memory. 

Fields, according to the Lake County News-Sun, was in 
the process of trying to pull an armed robbery at a Kenosha 
jewelry store on Sept. 9 with an unidentified accomplice 
when the shop owner decided he was not going to be 
robbed that day. The 55year-old shopkeeper pulled a 
handgun from under the counter and capped off a round 

that hit Fields in the chest, sending both bad guys running 
out through the door toward a waiting van. 

The newspaper said Fields did not get very far, 
however. Responding police found him lying on the grass 
and nearby, they picked up a .44 Magnum revolver. He 
was taken to a hospital for surgery and placed in the 
intensive care unit. 

There's more, of course. It turns out that Fields was 
wanted at the time of the stickup attempt, for a Sept.4 
home invasion and shooting in Waukegan. 

On top of that, he was on parole, after having been 
released from the Thomson Correction Center on July 28. 
His parole was to have continued through July 28 of 2011 
for possession of a stolen vehicle, the newspaper said. 

Rounding out his story, Fields had been a guest of the 
Illinois Department of Corrections in 1997 for possession 
of a stolen vehicle, in 1999 for possession of cocaine with 
intent to deliver, and in 2002 for theft of over $300. The New 

GUN WEEK, October 15, 2009 
 

Feral hog hunt turns violent 
From the 'Pig in a Poke" file comes the story out of 

Brazoria County, TX, about two guys who got into an 
argument while hunting for feral hogs. 

According to the Houston Chronicle, this fracas started 
over money and it appears to have/gone downhill pretty 
fast. The report said a man identified as Paul Orchard had 
been hog hunting on Sept. 15 and was riding a four-
wheeler down a road when he was spotted by John Bates. 

Bates stopped Orchard, who was armed with a .410-
bore shotgun, and apparently began arguing about money 
that Orchard owed him. A fight broke out—it is not clear 
who started it—and at some point, Bates pulled a knife and 
stuck Orchard in the upper left arm and hand. 

However, Bates also apparently grabbed the shotgun 
barrel and the gun went off, hitting him in the upper left 
arm. 

It will be up to the county prosecutor to determine 
whether any charges are filed, the newspaper said. The New 

GUN WEEK, October 15, 2009 
 

Woman Seattle Times columnist gets kudos 
for recent gun article 

by Dave Workman, Senior Editor 

A columnist for the Seattle Times was getting high 
marks from gunowners for having written last month about 
her first foray at a gun range in nearby Bellevue, where she 
learned the basics of gun safety and straight shooting. 

"Turns out I'm a pretty good shot," she wrote in an 
August column headlined "Biting the bullet for myself." 

Nicole Brodeur has previously written from an anti-gun 
perspective, but the revelation that a registered sex-
offender had moved into her neighborhood, coupled with a 
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high-profile murder not far from that same neighborhood, 
had her giving the notion of gun ownership second 
thoughts. She was contacted by a firearms instructor who 
wished to remain anonymous, and who met her at Wade's 
Bellevue Gun Range one Saturday. 

She discovered that shooters come in all sizes, shapes 
and sexes. 

"What kind of person does that," she asked rhetorically 
about shooting. 

"Based on the Saturday crowd at Wade's...all kinds. 
Husbands and wives, a grandmother and her grandson, guy 
friends, guys with their girlfriends." 

In the aftermath, however, Brodeur learned a bit about 
"hoplophobia," a term that translates to an irrational fear of 
firearms. It was originated some four decades ago by the 
late Col. Jeff Cooper, considered to be the father of the 
"modern technique" of handgunning. 

"Is a gun really necessary, though," Brodeur asked her 
readers, and herself. "Not if it means joining the same club 
as the man who brought an assault rifle to a rally outside 
an event with President Obama in Arizona last week. That 
was the Second Amendment run amok. 

"So, I took an informal poll," she reported. "Some 
friends recoiled. Others said yes, they owned a gun, with a 
distinct 'what of it?' tone. Clearly, they had defended 
themselves over defending themselves. A lot. 

"My dad breezily told me he once owned a .22," she 
recalled, "and it struck me as a bygone practice that was 
accepted in naivete, like the 'Mad Men' on TV who drink 
at lunch and smoke everywhere. 

"And then there was the dear friend who said of 
handguns, 'I hate 'em,' before hunkering down to confess, 
'But I really like rifles'." 

The columnist also noted that she had looked up 
firearms accident data for Washington state, and found that 
between 2003 and 2007, only 38 persons had died in 
accidental shootings 

"I thought there might be more," she wrote. 
Seattle is in King County, where a former medical 

examiner had published a study some years ago claiming 
that guns in the home are far more dangerous to the people 
living there than to any potential criminal. 

The column elicited scores of reader responses, and 
gunowners gave her high marks for testing the proverbial 
water. She even indicated an interest in buying a handgun, 
possibly a .22-caliber revolver. The New GUN WEEK, October 15, 

2009 
 

Governor sends Texas Rangers 
Special teams of Texas Rangers will be deployed to the 

Texas-Mexico border to deal with increasing violence 
because the federal government has failed to address 

growing problems there, Gov. Rick Perry said on Sept. 10, 
according to The Associated Press and MSNBC. 

"It is an expansive effort with the Rangers playing a 
more high-profile role than they've ever played before," 
Perry said of the Department of Public Safety's elite 
investigative unit. 

The forces, dubbed "Ranger recon" teams, are the latest 
effort "to fill the gap that's been left by the federal 
government's ongoing failure to adequately secure our 
international border with Mexico," he said. 

The governor early this year asked Homeland Security 
Secretary Janet Napolitano for 1,000 National Guard 
troops and renewed his call in August month in a letter to 
President Barack Obama. The request is bogged down over 
who will pay for the troops and how they will be deployed. 

Perry said the state would pick up the tab of $110 
million, allocated by the legislature in the past two 
sessions. 

"Washington is shortchanging them (residents, farmers 
and ranchers), not giving them the support they need," 
Perry said. "As a result, we're having to dedicate our 
resources to deal with the challenges we have along the 
Texas-Mexico border and ensuing issues that porous 
border has created all across state of Texas." 

Perry's announcement drew immediate criticism from 
US Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison, who is running against the 
two-term incumbent in the March GOP primary. 

"Today's announcement is yet another empty election-
year promise from Rick Perry on border security," 
Hutchison spokesman Joe Pounder said. 

Perry fired back that it was the "height of hypocrisy for 
someone who's been in Washington, DC, for 16 years, 
who's had the opportunity to help Texas on our border 
security, and they've been no more successful in delivering 
the resources and help." The New GUN WEEK, October 15, 2009 

 

Ex-cop imprisoned in CA assault case 
Former Los Angeles, CA, police Officer David Woon 

Chong will be spending four years and four months behind 
bars for threatening a restaurant patron with a knife and 
gun in March 2008. 

According to Daily Breeze.com, the incident occurred 
on the Redondo Beach pier. Chong was off-duty at the 
time when he reportedly got into an argument with two 
other diners at a restaurant. He first used a knife to 
threaten one man, left and then returned. During the 
second encounter, he reportedly kicked food out of one 
man's hand and then pointed a .45-caliber pistol at the 
man's head. 

Chong was arrested as he tried to leave the parking 
garage. The report said his blood alcohol level was 0.11. 
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His problems didn't stop there. While attending a 
rehabilitation program, Chong was busted again for 
threatening another person. The New GUN WEEK, October 15, 2009 

 

WA Mayors Divided on MAIG purposes 
While the mayor of Vancouver, WA, has quit the 

Mayors Against Illegal Guns group, his colleague in 
Yakima is not only staying in, he's getting applause from 
the local newspaper for doing so. 

It is an oddball situation that has led to some interesting 
discussion on Evergreen State gun rights forums on the 
Internet. 

Yakima Mayor Dave Edler has apparently been 
catching a lot of flack from gun-owning constituents over 
his pledge to stay with the Mayors Against Illegal Guns 
(MAIG). Members of the National Rifle Association are 
complaining that MAIG is a "thinly veiled attempt to limit 
gun ownership," according to an editorial in the Yakima 
Herald. 

Yakima has experienced several shootings over the past 
few months. Edler was quoted by the newspaper defending 
his membership with MAIG as being "an issue of law and 
order and life and death." 

The editorial went after gun shows and the alleged 
"loophole" that allows private sales to be conducted 
without background checks. Edler wants all gun show 
firearm sales to have background checks. 

Meanwhile, Vancouver Mayor Royce E. Pollard 
recently quit MAIG and the letter he sent to the 
organization was not cordial. Gun Week obtained a copy 
of that letter, in which Pollard wrote, "After careful 
consideration and after listening to the concerns of many 
of my constituents I have come to the conclusion that some 
of your organization's statements and actions can be con-
strued as infringing on the rights of legitimate gun owners. 

"As a lifetime gun owner and user and as a 27-year 
veteran of the U.S. Army," Pollard added, "I strongly value 
our constitutional right to bear arms and would never 
support anything that restricts that right." 

He closed by promising to work with local law 
enforcement officials to prevent criminal misuse of 
firearms. The New GUN WEEK, October 15, 2009 

 

Anti-hunters still fight wolf hunts despite 
court loss 

After a federal judge in Missoula, MT, allowed gray 
wolf hunts to move forward in the Northern Rockies—
giving hunters in Idaho and Montana a shot at the 
predators—he still left open the door for further legal 
action that could result in the wolves being put back on the 
Endangered Species Act (ESA) list. 

In denying a request from more than a dozen animal 
welfare and environmental groups to block the hunt, which 
was scheduled to be underway by the time this issue of 
Gun Week is off the press, US 

District Judge Donald Molloy noted that politics may 
have been an issue in the US Fish & Wildlife Service's de-
listing of the wolves. When USFWS dropped protection 
for the gray wolf population earlier this year, it did not 
include Wyoming in that decision. 

The plaintiffs indicated an appeal would be filed with 
the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals. 

"The service," Judge Molloy wrote, "has distinguished 
a natural population of wolves based on a political line, not 
the best available science. That, by definition, seems 
arbitrary and capricious." 

Wolf hunting has been a hot debate topic on hunting 
and environ-mental websites for several weeks, and as the 
hunt loomed, emotions on both sides stiffened. An 
estimated 1,350 to 1,650 wolves are roaming the wilds in 
Montana and Idaho, and the current game management 
plan will allow about 20% of that population to be killed 
by hunters. 

The rush for wolf harvest tags in Idaho was furious in 
the days leading up to the hunt. More than 12,000 tags 
were sold by the Idaho Department of Fish & Game. At 
least three wolves had already been taken within days of 
the Gem State opener, and the agency set a quota of 220 
wolves for this year's hunt. 

In Montana, the quota is a much smaller 75 animals. 
That hunt was scheduled to commence Sept. 15. 

According to the Associated Press (AP), the Northern 
Rockies wolf population is five times the number 
originally envisioned when wolves were placed on the 
Endangered List. 

While wolf protectionists have been actively battling 
the hunt, proponents of wolf hunting have been equally 
determined to thin the population. Wolf predation on 
domestic livestock has become a bitter issue among 
ranchers and farmers. AP reported that a small wolf pack 
in southwest Montana decimated a flock of sheep in 
August, killing 120 sheep in a single attack. The New GUN 

WEEK, October 1, 2009 
 

MS high school football star sacks gun-
toting girl on bus 

Eighteen-year-old Kaleb Eulls of Mississippi's Yazoo 
County will never have to prove that he knows how to 
throw a tackle, on or off the gridiron. 

The high school football star became a real-life hero—
not one invented by sports writers—when he took the 
initiative last month on a school bus and tackled a 14-year-
old girl who pulled a .380-caliber pistol. According to 
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CNN, Eulls was actually asleep with headphones covering 
his ears when the drama began to unfold, but his actions, 
captured on a surveillance camera, showed just how fast 
his adrenalin kicked in. 

There were 22 students on the bus, ranging in age from 
5 to 18, CNN reported. The bus was headed toward 
Linwood Elementary, Yazoo County Junior High and 
Yazoo County High School on Sept. 1. 

For some reason, the unidentified girl got up and started 
pacing the aisle of the bus, gun in hand and threatening to 
shoot other students she accused of teasing her, the 
network reported. 

Eulls was having none of it. Standing 6-feet, 4 inches 
tall and weighing 255 pounds, he deliberately tried to get 
the girl's attention; so she would not be aiming the gun at 
anyone else, and when she looked away for a split second, 
the hulking high school senior sprang into action. 

If he plays like that on the field, every other team is in 
trouble. 

Eulls has already given a verbal commitment to play for 
Mississippi State University, and he has already been 
recognized as one of the best high school football players 
in the state by the Jackson Clarion-Ledger. 

After taking the girl down, Eulls grabbed the gun, 
rushed off the bus and cleared it. The girl actually got up 
and ran after him 

While this humble teenage hero is busy this fall playing 
either at the quarterback spot or as a defensive end, the girl 
will be facing her own challenges. She has been charged 
with 22 counts of attempted aggravated assault, 22 counts 
of kidnapping and one count of possession of a firearm on 
school property, CNN reported. The New GUN WEEK, October 1, 

2009 
 

Ex-chief guilty in road rage 
From the "Only Cops Should Have Guns'''file comes the 

story out of Montgomery County, PA, about Willie Gore, a 
former police chief in a small North Carolina town, who 
was convicted in Pennsylvania for road rage. 

According to KYW radio in Philadelphia, Gore now 
lives in Spring City. He was driving along on Route 422 
last year when %he 4sed a Qmamoopastal to "menace" 
another driver, the radio station reported. 

County Prosecutor Tony Gil was quoted observing, 
"This goes to show you that it doesn't matter who you are. 
You can be a former chief of police. In Montgomery 
County, if you wave a weapon at someone, you're going to 
face the consequences." 

The unidentified victim in this case reportedly passed 
Gore on the highway and then the ex-top cop started 
honking his horn and raced up alongside. That's when Gore 
pulled the pistol and aimed it at the other driver. 

Gore, 63, was sentenced to two years probation and he 
had to surrender the handgun. The New GUN WEEK, October 1, 

2009 
 

Sheriff's gun stolen from car 
Yet another top cop has had his service sidearm stolen 

from his vehicle. 
DeKalb County, GA, Sheriff Thomas Brown's service 

revolver was stolen Aug. 18 from his county-assigned 
SUV along with the radio and navigation system, police 
said, while he was shopping for flowers at a Home Depot 
in Stone Mountain. 

"I went over there to pick out some butterfly flowers to 
plant at the jail," Brown said, admitting he was somewhat 
embarrassed by the incident. 

DeKalb County police have no suspects as of yet, but 
have an 
eye witness and video footage from a security camera at 
the store. 

The Sheriff's office is offering a reward of up to $1,000 
for information leading to the identification and arrest of 
the thief, Brown said, according to the Atlanta Journal-

Constitution. And he said the man drove away in a Ford F-
150 pick-up truck with blacked-out windows. 

Brown said he arrived at the store at about 10:45 a.m., 
and went into the store. 

"I instinctively slid (my gun) off my belt and placed it 
in the center console, and armed the alarm," Brown said. "I 
didn't want to take it in. I was only going in for a hot 
second." 

Brown said his staffers, who had been on him about not 
wearing his gun, met him at the Home Depot after he 
reported the break-in. 

"They actually came out to the scene specifically to tell 
me I should've had my gun," he said. 'What would've 
happened if I came out, and he was there with my gun?' 
they asked me." The New GUN WEEK, October 1, 2009 

 

Guns and football fantasy 
From the "We don't make this stuff up" file comes the 

story of a man identified as Edward Stewart, a resident of 
Keller, TX, who got thrown for a loss in more ways than 
one, according to KTXA News and several other sources. 

His neighbor, Ryan Froh was reportedly having a 
fantasy football draft party on Aug. 23. Apparently the 
noise from the party combined with barking of Froh's dogs 
to arouse Stewart's ire. Stewart apparently approached 
Froh and asked him to make the dogs stop barking, and to 
otherwise keep the noise down. 

At some point, according to the Ft. Worth Star-

Telegram, Stewart and Froh got into a shoving match after 
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Froh apparently climbed over a fence separating their 
yards. Stewart's wife tried to intervene, to no avail. 

Just to prove that no good deed goes unpunished, 
Stewart allegedly pulled a gun and shot Froh in the 
abdomen. The bullet went through and struck Stewart's 
wife in the leg. 

Stewart then threatened one of Froh's party guests who 
jumped over the fence to help, and he quickly jumped 
back. Soon after that, the neighborhood was lit up like a 
Christmas tree with flashing blue and red lights. 

According to The Star-Telegram, Stewart has been 
accused of attempted murder, aggravated assault with a 
deadly weapon and deadly conduct. 

At least one report of the incident said that alcohol may 
have been involved. Oh, you think? The New GUN WEEK, October 

1, 2009 
 

Tiny town dumps police force 
From the "Only Cops Should Have Guns" file comes 

the story of the seven-man police department in tiny 
Jericho, AR, that has been disbanded "temporarily" while 
local tempers cool, in the wake of a courtroom shooting 
that left the local fire chief shot in the rump. 

Fire Chief Don Payne was in court to contest the 
second traffic ticket he had gotten in a single day in the 
town, which has become notorious as a speed trap. The 
hamlet only has 175 residents, yet it had employed seven 
cops. Now, according to dozens of published reports, an 
investigation is underway by the Crittenden County 
Sheriff's Department and local residents are furious 
because it appears their police got way out of hand. 

One report from the Associated Press quoted local 
resident Albert Beebe, 75, who complained that one of the 
town's cops "wrote me a ticket for going 58 mph in my 
driveway." 

Writing citations appears to have become the 
department's only revenue source, and cops spent more 
time issuing tickets than doing any other police work. 
There is not a single business in the town any longer. 

One man told a reporter that he moved away from the 
town because the police harassment was "unbearable." 

When Payne appeared in the courtroom Aug. 27, all 
seven of the town's cops were in the room as well. The 
situation deteriorated pretty fast, and the chief found 
himself in what has been described as a scuffle. During the 
altercation, one of the cops 

capped off a round from his .40-caliber sidearm, hitting 
the chief in his hip, and the bullet also nicked another cop. 
The bullet was fired from behind the chief. 

A county judge dismissed all traffic tickets written by 
the department during the previous month, and the sheriff's 
department started patrolling the town while the 
investigation w s underway. The New GUN WEEK, October 1, 2009 
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CCRKBA --NEWS RELEASE 
 

CCRKBA LAUDS NEW POLL 
SHOWING LESS SUPPORT FOR 

STRICTER GUN LAWS 
10/07/2009 - BELLEVUE, WA – Only days after the U.S. 
Supreme Court agreed to hear a challenge to one of the 
nation’s most egregious gun laws, a new Rasmussen poll 
shows waning support for stricter gun laws. 

 The Citizen’s Committee for the Right to Keep and 
Bear Arms said today that the poll results indicate strongly 
that “America’s philosophical pendulum is definitely 
swinging back in favor of gun rights and individual 
liberty.” 

 “Whether Congressional anti-gunners like it or not,” 
observed CCRKBA Chairman Alan Gottlieb, “the 
American public has wised up to the fact that prohibitive 
gun control measures, like the gun ban in Chicago that is 
now being challenged in the Supreme Court, have not 
stopped violent crime and only disarm the victims. 
Americans are concerned about their personal safety and 
the safety of their families, and they have had it with 
Utopian gun bans that leave them defenseless against 
merciless thugs.” 

Gottlieb, who co-authored the newly-released Assault 

on Weapons: The Campaign to Eliminate Your Guns with 
Gun Week Senior Editor Dave Workman, said the 
Rasmussen poll results are telling. According to 
Rasmussen, only 39 percent of Americans believe the 
country needs stricter gun laws. That’s down from 43 
percent only six months ago. Democrats still emerge as the 
party of gun control, with 65 percent of respondents 
claiming Democrat affiliation supporting tighter gun laws 
while 69 percent of identified Republicans and 62 percent 
of independents do not support more gun laws. 

 “It’s ironic that the Chicago case just went to the 
Supreme Court,” Gottlieb noted, “while Rasmussen tells us 
that only 20 percent of adults believe city governments 
have a right to prevent citizens from owning handguns.” 

 Sixty-nine percent say city governments do not have 
that authority, and 11 percent were undecided, the poll 
disclosed. 

 “This suggests that those who support a handgun ban 
in Chicago are way out of the mainstream,” Gottlieb said. 
“Gun control is a losing proposition, for the public that 
wants to fight back against criminals, and especially for 
anti-gun politicians who cling to that failed philosophy as 
the nation leaves them behind.” 
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MURRAY’S ANTI-GUN BIGOTRY 
SHOWS IN AMTRAK DEBATE, SAYS 

CCRKBA 
09/17/2009 - BELLEVUE, WA – Senator Patty Murray 
(D-WA) is once again demonstrating her disdain for gun 
owners and their rights by opposing an amendment to her 
Amtrak funding legislation that would allow firearms to be 
carried in baggage aboard trains, the Citizens Committee 
for the Right to Keep and Bear Arms said today. 

 “Patty Murray evidently has a short memory span,” 
said CCRKBA Chairman Alan Gottlieb. “Has she already 
forgotten what happened to her friend, Seattle Mayor Greg 
Nickels, in the primary because of his extremist anti-gun 
philosophy? Surely she knows about Tuesday’s primary 
election results in New York City, where anti-gunner 
Richard Aborn came in last in a three-way race for 
Manhattan prosecutor by running on his gun control 
record.” 

 Murray is opposing an amendment, added to her 
Amtrak bill by Sen. Roger Wicker (R-MS), that would 
allow train travelers to transport firearms in their luggage, 
provided the guns are declared at check-in and they are 
locked up for transport. This is no different than flying 
with firearms, Gottlieb noted, “and people do that every 
day.” 

 “The amendment passed 68-30,” Gottlieb noted, “and 
Murray’s opposition shows she is way out of the 
mainstream on this issue. Even Senate Majority Leader 
Harry Reid supports the measure. People used to take 
firearms on trains all the time. Someone should tell the 
senator that constitutional rights don’t end at the Amtrak 
boarding platform.” 

 Murray argues that the amendment would be too costly 
and time-consuming, because Amtrak would have to create 
a process for checking and tracking guns. 

 “That’s a bogus argument,” Gottlieb countered, “and 
she knows it. The Transportation Security Administration 
already has that process down pat. There is no need to 
reinvent the wheel. That option has apparently not 
occurred to her, or maybe it has and she just can’t get 
beyond her narrow gun prohibitionist viewpoint.  

 “Amtrak has been losing money for years,” Gottlieb 
concluded. “Maybe it’s because American gun owners 
won’t travel with a carrier that treats them like outcasts. 
Maybe gun owners will return that sentiment when Murray 
runs for re-election next year.” 

 With more than 650,000 members and supporters 
nationwide, the Citizens Committee for the Right to Keep 
and Bear Arms (www.ccrkba.org) is one of the nation's 
premier gun rights organizations. As a non-profit 
organization, the Citizens Committee is dedicated to 
preserving firearms freedoms through active lobbying of 

elected officials and facilitating grass-roots organization of 
gun rights activists in local communities throughout the 
United States.  
 
*************************************************** 

SAF --NEWS RELEASES 
 

SAF -- GUN GROUPS FILE LAWSUIT 
TO VALIDATE MONTANA FIREARMS 

FREEDOM ACT 
  

10/01/2009 - BELLEVUE, WA – The Second Amendment 
Foundation today joined with the Montana Shooting Sports 
Association in a federal lawsuit filed in Missoula to 
validate the principles and terms of the Montana Firearms 
Freedom Act (MFFA), which takes effect today, Oct. 1, 
2009. 

Lead attorney for the plaintiffs’ litigation team is 
Quentin Rhoades of the Missoula firm of Sullivan, 
Tabaracci & Rhoades, PC. The MFFA litigation team also 
includes other attorneys located in Montana, New York, 
Florida, Arizona and Washington. 

 “We’re happy to join this lawsuit,” said SAF founder 
Alan Gottlieb, “because we believe this issue should be 
decided by the courts.” 

 “We feel very strongly that the federal government has 
gone way too far in attempting to regulate a lot of activity 
that occurs only in-state,” added MSSA President Gary 
Marbut. “The Montana Legislature and governor agreed 
with us by enacting the MFFA. We welcome the support 
of many other states that are stepping up to the plate with 
their own firearms freedom acts.” 

The MFFA declares that any firearms made and 
retained in Montana are not subject to any federal 
authority under the power given to Congress in the U.S. 
Constitution to regulate “commerce … among the several 
states.” It relies on the Tenth Amendment and other 
principles to exempt Montana-made and retained firearms, 
accessories and ammunition from federal regulation. 
Marbut’s group advises Montana citizens not to 
manufacture an MFFA-covered item until MSSA is upheld 
in court. 

Earlier this year, Tennessee passed similar legislation 
and lawmakers in 20 other states have indicated that they 
will introduce MSSA clone legislation, Marbut said. 
Information about the Firearms Freedom Act movement is 
being accumulated and made publicly available at 
firearmsfreedomact.com. 

MSSA is the primary political advocate for Montana 
gun owners. It can be found at mtssa.org. 

The Second Amendment Foundation (www.saf.org) is 
the nation’s oldest and largest tax-exempt education, 
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research, publishing and legal action group focusing on the 
Constitutional right and heritage to privately own and 
possess firearms. Founded in 1974, The Foundation has 
grown to more than 650,000 members and supporters and 
conducts many programs designed to better inform the 
public about the consequences of gun control. 

 
*************************************************** 

Gun Owners of America  NEWS RELEASES: 

Gun Owners of America E-Mail Alerts 
8001 Forbes Place, Suite 102, Springfield, VA 22151 
Phone: 703-321-8585 / FAX: 703-321-8408 
http://www.gunowners.org/ordergoamem.htm 
 

Senator Baucus Thinks You're Too Dumb 
to Understand Legislation -- Don't let your 

two U.S. Senators go along with his 
arrogance 

Friday, October 2, 2009 
It didn't seem like such an unreasonable request.  

Before the Senate Finance Committee passes one of the 
most important pieces of legislation in our lifetime, we 
(the American people) wanted to see two things: 

* First, the actual language of the latest anti-gun 
ObamaCare bill. 
* Second, a definitive Congressional Budget Office 

(CBO) reading of the cost of the legislation, based on its 
specific language. 

 
But, incredibly, this simple request is too much for 

Finance Committee Chairman Max Baucus, who intends to 
force the committee to vote on the bill with nothing but a 
"quickie guesstimate" of the cost -- a "guesstimate" which 
CBO will have to reach WITHOUT EVEN HAVING 
ACCESS TO THE ACTUAL LEGISLATION. 

That's right.  The committee has virtually finished 
consideration of the health care bill -- the most important 
in our lifetime -- AND THERE IS STILL NO 
LEGISLATIVE LANGUAGE. 

Shouldn't we at least have a cost estimate that is based 
on what is actually in the bill?  Yes, but a full CBO cost 
estimate would take two weeks -- and this is inconsistent 
with efforts by liberal Democrats to cram this bill quickly 
down the throats of the American people. 

Moreover, don't you realize that "legislative language is 
very complex" and the American people are just too stupid 
to understand it.  

Well, are the members of the committee too stupid as 
well?  And what about the CBO?  Is it too stupid? 

A Third World country would be embarrassed by the 
sleaze, corruption, and fraud being used to pass the most 

expansive government intrusion into health care of our 
lifetime. 

It's time to put an end to these disgusting tricks. 
ACTION:  Call your two U.S. Senators.  Ask them to 
oppose any ObamaCare legislation -- at least until we have 
two things:  

1. The actual legislative language. 
2. A definitive Congressional Budget Office (CBO) 

reading of the cost of the legislation, based on what's in 
the bill. 

You can call your two Senators toll-free at 1-877-762-
8762. 
You can also use the Gun Owners Legislative Action 
Center at http://www.gunowners.org/activism.htm to send 
your senators the pre-written e-mail message below. 

----- Pre-written letter ----- 
Dear Senator: 

I would urge you, in the strongest terms, to resist 
considering any health care bill from the Senate Finance 
Committee until we have at least two things:  

 
* First, the actual legislative language. 
* Second, a definitive Congressional Budget Office 

(CBO) estimate of the cost of the legislation, based on 
legislative language. 

 
It has been reported that, incredibly, this simple request 

is too much for Finance Committee Chairman Max 
Baucus, who intends to force the committee to vote on the 
bill with nothing but a "quickie guesstimate" of the cost -- 
a "guesstimate" which CBO will have to reach WITHOUT 
EVEN HAVING ACCESS TO THE ACTUAL 
LEGISLATION. 

It is unfathomable to me that the committee has 
virtually finished consideration of the health care bill -- the 
most important in our lifetime -- AND THERE IS STILL 
NO LEGISLATIVE LANGUAGE. 

Contrary to Senator Baucus' assumptions, the American 
people are not too stupid to understand legislation which 
will affect whether they live or die.  

Neither are the members of the committee nor the CBO. 
A Third World country would be embarrassed by the 

sleaze, corruption, and fraud being used to pass the most 
expansive government intrusion into health care of our 
lifetime. 

Please vote against the legislation under these 
circumstances. 
 
Sincerely, 

----------------------------- 

Olofson Update 
You may recall that Gun Owners Foundation is taking 

David Olofson's case to the Supreme Court.  Olofson was 
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railroaded by the federal government.  The feds claim that 
when David loaned a friend a semi-auto AR-15 that 
malfunctioned at the range, he was guilty of illegally 
transfering a machine gun.  A major step on the road to the 
Supreme Court has now been taken, as GOF has filed its 
Petition for Certiorari.  You can read that document at: 
http://gunowners.com/Olofson-Petition-for-Certiorari.pdf 
 

Senate Leadership Pushes for Sleazy 
Maneuver to Pass Anti-Gun ObamaCare 

Database 
Friday, September 18, 2009 

Charles Babington of the Associated Press reported 
yesterday about the Senate Democratic leadership's latest 
sleazy maneuver to pass the anti-gun health care bill.  And 
this is contemptible even by their admittedly low 
standards: 

White House and Democratic officials are quietly 
talking with key senators, hoping to craft a thread-the-
needle strategy on health care with little or no help 
from Republicans.  The officials are asking a handful of 
moderate Democrats to do something that might be 
hard to explain to voters:  Cast a Senate vote that could 
be interpreted as favoring a bill that the lawmakers 
ultimately plan to oppose on final passage. 
 
In other words, they are trying to convince the swing 

votes -- Ben Nelson of Nebraska, Mary Landrieu of 
Louisiana, Blanche Lincoln and Mark Pryor of Arkansas, 
perhaps Joe Lieberman of Connecticut -- to "throw" their 
vote on a pivotal filibuster vote.  Bottom line:  they are 
being asked to side with the ObamaCare supporters when 
it comes to the all important "cloture" vote -- which is the 
real hurdle that ObamaCare supporters must overcome if 
they are to pass the bill in the Senate. 

The cloture vote determines whether a filibuster will 
continue or not, and it requires the support of 60 Senators.  
Siding with the ObamaCare supporters on the cloture vote 
would allow the "swing voters" to oppose the bill on final 
passage, where only 50 votes (plus the Vice-President) are 
needed.  

Under this scenario, the moderate Democrats would 
then go back to their constituents and claim to have 
opposed the anti-gun health care bill because they 
voted against it on "final passage." But the critical vote 
which will have determined the real outcome of 
ObamaCare will have been the cloture vote.  They will 
claim that the cloture vote was only a "procedural 
vote."  

It is hard to imagine that anyone with an IQ over 50 
would think anyone would swallow this scumbag trick.  

But, just to make sure, we are asking our members to 
let senators know what the response will be for any senator 
who casts a deciding vote to pass the anti-gun health care 
bill on cloture, and then tries to trick them.  
 

ACTION:  Please write your Senators.  Let them know that 
the 60-vote-margin votes on "cloture" are the important 
health care votes.  No one will be fooled by a senator who 
votes wrong on these and then casts a meaningless vote 
against final passage.   
You can use the Gun Owners Legislative Action Center at 
http://www.gunowners.org/activism.htm to send your 
legislators the pre-written e-mail message below. 

----- Pre-written letter ----- 
Dear Senator: 

Charles Babington of the Associated Press reported on 
September 16 about the Senate Democratic leadership's 
latest sleazy maneuver to pass the anti-gun health care bill.  

They are reportedly trying to convince the "swing" 
senators to "throw" the pivotal 60-vote cloture vote on 
shutting down debate on the anti-gun bill. The "swings" 
would then be allowed to vote against the bill on final 
passage, where only 50 votes (plus the Vice-President) are 
needed.  

Under this scenario, the senators would then go back to 
their constituents and claim to have opposed the anti-gun 
health care bill because they voted against it on "final 
passage." The critical outcome-determinative votes on 
"cloture" and on "waiving the budget act" -- which will 
determine whether the bill passes or fails -- would only 
have been "procedural votes," they would argue.  

It is hard to imagine that anyone with an IQ over 50 
would think anyone would swallow this dirty trick.  

But, just to make sure, we want to let you know that no 
one will be fooled if a senator casts a deciding vote to pass 
the anti-gun health care bill on cloture or waiving the 
budget act, and then tries to trick us with a meaningless 
vote against final passage.  

To reiterate: The important votes are the 60-vote-
margin votes on "cloture" and on "waiving the budget 
act." No one will be fooled by a senator who votes 
wrong on these and then casts a meaningless vote 
against final passage.  

Gun Owners of America will continue to inform me as 
to what is happening on this important issue. 
Sincerely, 

 

Amtrak Amendment Overwhelmingly 
Passes in the Senate 

An amendment to end the complete gun prohibition on 
Amtrak trains passed overwhelmingly Wednesday in the 
U.S. Senate by a vote of 68-30. 
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Senator Roger Wicker (R-MS) offered the amendment 
to allow law-abiding gun owners to safely and legally 
transport firearms when they travel on Amtrak.   

Current Amtrak regulations prohibit firearms in both 
checked and carry-on baggage. But Sen. Wicker's 
amendment prohibits any federal taxpayer funding of 
Amtrak if it does not allow gun owners to transport 
firearms on trains in a manner similar to that of airlines. 
Under this amendment, travelers would be able to transport 
a firearm from Amtrak stations that accept checked 
baggage as long as the firearm is declared and carried in a 
hard-sided, locked container. 

The amendment was attached to the 2010 
Transportation-Housing & Urban Development 
Appropriations bill and must now be reconciled with the 
House-passed bill, which does not contain the Wicker 
amendment. 
 

Sen. Wicker Amendment Will Protect Gun 
Rights of Amtrak Travelers 

Tuesday, September 15, 2009 
Earlier today, Sen. Roger Wicker (R-MS) offered an 

amendment to the 2010 Transportation-Housing & Urban 
Development Appropriations bill.   

Sen. Wicker's amendment will allow law-abiding gun 
owners to safely and legally transport firearms when they 
travel on Amtrak.  A nearly identical amendment, also 
offered by Sen. Wicker, passed the Senate in April by a 
vote of 63-35. 

Current Amtrak regulations prohibit firearms in both 
checked and carry-on baggage.  Sportsmen who wish to 
use an Amtrak train for a hunting trip, therefore, cannot 
include a shotgun even in their checked luggage.   

Likewise, travelers who have a permit to carry a 
concealed firearm cannot include a self-defense firearm in 
their checked luggage, even if they are allowed to carry in 
both the states of origin and destination. 

But if such travelers were to take the trip by air, they 
could check a gun onto the aircraft by simply declaring the 
firearm and transporting it in a prescribed manner.   

Of course, very few people use Amtrak -- and many 
question why that entity receives any tax payer money.   

Regardless, a transportation entity that receives billions 
of federal taxpayer dollars should not be allowed to 
prevent law-abiding citizens from hunting or defending 
themselves when they travel on vacation or personal 
business.   

Sen. Wicker's amendment prohibits any federal 
taxpayer funding of Amtrak if it does not allow gun 
owners to transport firearms on trains in a manner similar 
to that of airlines.   

Under this amendment, travelers would be able to 
transport a firearm from Amtrak stations that accept 
checked baggage as long as the firearm is declared and 
carried in a hard-sided, locked container. 

Americans should not be denied their Second 
Amendment rights when they travel by Amtrak.  

It's bad enough that law-abiding citizens are disarmed 
onboard a train, where there is usually no law enforcement 
present and where they may be subject to criminal attack.  
But it is just plain absurd not to let American citizens 
simply transport a firearm in checked baggage.  

ACTION:  Please urge your Senators to vote for the 
Wicker amendment to protect the rights of gun owners.  

This vote could occur as early as Wednesday afternoon. 
You can use the Gun Owners Legislative Action Center at 
http://www.gunowners.org/activism.htm to send your 
legislators the pre-written e-mail message below. 

----- Pre-written letter ----- 
Dear Senator: 

As you are probably aware, Sen. Roger Wicker offered 
an amendment to the 2010 Transportation-Housing & 
Urban Development Appropriations bill -- an amendment 
that will allow law-abiding gun owners to safely and 
legally transport firearms when they travel on Amtrak.  

A nearly identical amendment, also offered by Sen. 
Wicker, passed the Senate in April by a vote of 63-35.  I 
am urging you to vote for this Wicker language, as well. 

Current Amtrak regulations prohibit firearms in both 
checked and carry-on baggage.  Sportsmen who wish to 
use an Amtrak train for a hunting trip, therefore, cannot 
include a shotgun even in their checked luggage.   

Likewise, travelers who have a permit to carry a 
concealed firearm cannot include a self-defense firearm in 
their checked luggage, even if they are allowed to carry in 
both the states of origin and destination. 

But if such travelers were to take the trip by air, they 
could check a gun onto the aircraft by simply declaring the 
firearm and transporting it in a prescribed manner.   

The Wicker amendment would close the pernicious 
loophole that discriminates against Amtrak riders.  Please 
vote in favor of the Wicker language. 
Sincerely, 
*************************************************** 

NSSF Bullet Points 
Bullet Points - 10/05/2009 

Legal & Legislative 
• SUPREME COURT TO HEAR 2ND 

AMENDMENT CASE . . . The U.S. Supreme Court 
announced Wednesday that it will hear the case of 
McDonald v. City of Chicago, No. 08-1521. The 
appeal to the nation's highest court was brought about 
when the National Rifle Association and a group of 
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firearms owners in Chicago challenged Chicago's 
ordinance that essentially bans the private ownership 
of firearms in the city. A lower federal appeals court 
ruled earlier that the Second Amendment does not 
apply to the states and municipalities, allowing 
Chicago's ban on firearms to stand. Read NSSF's 
press release. 

• CENSOR HUNTING AND FISHING IMAGERY? 
SUPREME COURT HEARS CASE . . . Justices 
will hear oral arguments tomorrow in the United 

States v. Stevens, No. 08-769, a case that could affect 
the First Amendment rights of media to publish still 
images and video of hunting and fishing. NSSF 
alerted media, conservation and sportsmen groups 
about the case and has filed a friend-of-the-court 
brief. At issue is a 1999 federal law that makes it a 
crime to create, sell or possess videos and other 
depictions of cruelty to animals. The case arose over 
the conviction of a Virginia man, Robert Stevens, who 
received a three-year prison sentence from a western 
Pennsylvania court for selling videos that included 
scenes of hunting with dogs. The Professional 
Outdoor Media Association took a lead role in 
encouraging many writer and photographer groups to 
file briefs on behalf of their members. Read a news 
story about the case and NSSF's press release. 

• U.S. REPS. JOIN SENATORS IN SUPPORT OF 
TRADITIONAL AMMUNITION . . . A letter 
signed by members of the U.S. House of 
Representatives' Second Amendment Task Force 
raising important questions about the National Park 
Service's intent to ban the use of traditional 
ammunition in parks that allow hunting has been sent 
to Department of Interior Secretary Ken Salazar. The 
letter, which follows a similar message sent to Salazar 
by U.S. senators last week, said, "the rationale for 
such a ban is not based on sound scientific analysis, 
and it would greatly restrict the ability of sportsmen 
to engage in hunting and fishing activities in the 
national parks that permit those activities.” Read the 
NSSF press release and the letter. 

• STUDY IS FURTHER PROOF WHY 
GOVERNOR SHOULD VETO BILLS . . . 
Regulations on small businesses in California have cost the 
state an estimated $492 million and 3.8 million jobs, 
according to a study released by Gov. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger's office. NSSF and the California 
Association of Firearms Retailers (CAFR) say this 
astronomical figure is further proof why the governor 
should veto three ill-conceived and burdensome anti-gun 
bills that would hurt independent businesses and law-

abiding firearms owners in the state. Read more. 

 

Bullet Points - 09/28/2009 

Legislative 
GOVERNOR'S OFFICE FLOODED WITH 
OPPOSITION TO ANTI-GUN BILLS . . . With great 
support from Cabela's and major distributors throughout the 
country, grassroots efforts to combat three anti-gun bills in 
California have been so strong that the Governor's Office has had 
to open up another fax line (916-445-4633) to handle demands 
that he veto the anti-gun legislation. NSSF is encouraging all 
manufacturers, retailers and distributors, along with all 
sportsmen, gun owners and firearms enthusiasts, to continue 
calling, writing and faxing Gov. Schwarzenegger's office urging 
him to veto AB 962 (ammunition registration), SB 
41(burdensome and unnecessary regulations that duplicate 
existing requirements under federal law governing the sale of 
firearms) and SB 585 (prohibitions on the lawful sale of firearms 

and ammunition at the Cow Palace exhibition center). View the 
NSSF legislative alert. 

• CAFR PRESIDENT RESPONDS TO 
EDITORIAL ON AMMO REGISTRATION BILL 
. . . In response to an editorial in The Sacramento Bee, 
California Association of Firearms Retailers President 
Marc Halcon made it clear that AB 962 -- one of three 
anti-gun bills currently on Gov. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger's desk -- would offer no public 
benefit and should be vetoed by the governor. "The 
governor was right to veto similar legislation in 2004 
and he shouldn't hesitate to veto AB 962 this year," 
Halcon wrote. Read his complete letter to the editor.  

• SENATORS DETAIL AMMO-BAN CONCERNS 
TO INTERIOR SECRETARY . . . A letter signed 
by 13 senators to U.S. Department of the Interior 
Secretary Ken Salazar detailed their concerns about 
the impact a ban on traditional ammunition would 
have on hunters, the economy and wildlife 
populations. The letter was sent after NSSF brought 
the issue to their attention. "At this time, the motives 
behind NPS actions addressing lead issues are very 
unclear. Especially in these difficult economic times, 
this action will discourage people from hunting and 
fishing and decrease revenue into the Pittman-
Robertson fund that funds state conservation efforts," 
the letter stated. Read more.  

• BILL TARGETS FEDERAL AID FOR PUBLIC 
SHOOTING RANGES . . . A bill to bring emphasis 
to federal legislation creating new shooting ranges 
and properly managing existing ones was introduced 
Thursday by Sens. Mark Udall (D-Colo.) and James 
Risch (R-Idaho), the Denver Post reports. Udall said 
he hopes the bill will encourage federal land agencies 
to cooperate with state and local authorities to 
maintain ranges on federal land. "NSSF strongly 
supports this legislation as it advances NSSF's 
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strategic goal of increasing participation in the 
shooting sports by 20 percent over the next five years. 
Increasing access and opportunity, including new 
public shooting ranges, is critical to achieving our 
goal. We look forward to working with senators Udall 
and Risch to build bipartisan support for this 
legislation," said NSSF Senior Vice President and 
General Counsel Lawrence G. Keane.  

 
 

NSSF 09/21/2009 

Correcting Misperceptions About Modern 
Sporting 
Rifles 
NSSF 
LAUNCHES 
NATIONAL 
CAMPAIGN . . 
. The National 
Shooting Sports 
Foundation has 
launched a 
national media 
campaign 
designed to correct widespread misperceptions among gun 
owners and non-gun owners about AR-15-style rifles, also 
known as modern sporting rifles. The media campaign 
illustrates how for more than 100 years rifles used by the 
military that possess battlefield requirements of accuracy, 
ruggedness and reliability became, understandably, 
popular civilian sporting rifles. The multi-pronged 
campaign will use print, video and Web-based components 
to reach as wide an audience as possible, with emphasis 
placed on educating sportsmen whose preference for 
traditional-looking firearms can lead them to 
misunderstand AR-15-platform rifles and to even describe 
them using terms such as "assault weapon," which 
inadvertently lends support to those wanting to ban these 
rifles. "The best-selling rifles in America today are those 
based on the AR-15 platform -- they are today's modern 
sporting rifles -- yet they remain America's most 
misunderstood firearm because of confusion caused by 
their cosmetic features," said Steve Sanetti, NSSF 
President. "We want people to understand that these 
civilian sporting rifles function just like many other 
sporting rifles, as semi-automatics, firing only one round 
with each pull of the trigger, and are widely used by 
hunters and target shooters and for home protection." 

Learn more and view NSSF's 60-second TV ad at 
NSSF.org/MSR.  

Legislative 

• THREE ANTI-GUN BILLS ON GOVERNOR'S 
DESK . . . Three California bills negatively affecting 
the ability of law-abiding citizens and retailers to buy 
and sell firearms and ammunition will be delivered to 
Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger this week. Learn more 
about these bills and please contact the governor, 
urging him to veto them. 

• TWO PRO-HUNTING BILLS IN CALIFORNIA . 
. . There are a couple of positive pro-hunting bills that 
will be on Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger's desk for his 
consideration. SB 589 would ensure that annual big-
game tag and upland stamp revenues are used only on 
projects that would directly benefit big game and 
upland game. The second bill, AB 1423, would 
reduce existing commercial hunting club license fees, 
expand penalties for willfully interfering with lawful 
hunting activity and would help address funding 
needs to increase access to private hunting lands. 
Please contact the governor at 916-445-2841, via fax 
at 916-558-3160 or via e-mail at 
http://gov.ca.gov/interact and urge him to sign these 
bills.  

• ANTI-GUN GROUPS TARGET GUN CLUBS IN 
MASSACHUSETTS . . . Resurfacing in 
Massachusetts are attempts by gun-ban groups and 
individuals, including former president of the 
American Hunters and Shooters Association (AHSA) 
John Rosenthal, to pass even more stringent 
regulations on private gun clubs. "These draft 
regulations violate the First Amendment right of 
shooting ranges to peacefully assemble on private 
property to engage in a lawful and safe past time; that 
also happens to be protected by the Second 
Amendment right to keep and bear arms," said NSSF 
Senior Vice President and General Counsel Lawrence 
G, Keane. NSSF is playing an active role in opposing 
these regulations -- regulations which include 
requiring shooting clubs to obtain a special 
government license and submit a detailed "safety 
plan" to their local police department 30 days prior to 
holding any shooting-related event. In response to a 
Boston Globe article that quoted Rosenthal, now 
chairman of a group called Stop Handgun Violence, 
as saying the regulations "make perfect sense." NSSF 
responded with a prompt letter to the editor. 

 
*************************************************** 

News links  
09-10-02 CCAC allows handouts without prior review 
Officials reverse earlier decision 
   Community College of Allegheny County will no longer 
require prior review of student handouts after complaints by a 

 

 

Watch NSSF's 60-second TV ad. 
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woman who sought last spring to form a group advocating the 
right to carry concealed firearms on campus. 
   The student, Christine "Christa" Brashier, attempted to 
organize a campus chapter of a national group, Students for 
Concealed Carry on Campus. 
   In June, she said a CCAC employee told her the organizing 
amounted to "soliciting," ordered her to destroy fliers she created 
and warned she risked sanctions if she pursued the matter without 
the school's OK. 
    Ms. Brashier said the order violated her free speech rights. 
   The Philadelphia-based Foundation for Individual Rights in 
Education (FIRE) and the American Civil Liberties Union of 
Pennsylvania took up her cause. 
    CCAC officials, including President Alex Johnson, have said it 
was never the school's intent to deny her the right to organize 
such a group. They said fliers left on tables throughout the 
campus cafeteria and elsewhere violated rules by using CCAC's 
name in a way that suggested a link between it and her as-yet 
unrecognized group. 
   Initially, the college defended the prior-review policy, but in 
recent days senior administrators amended their position on the 
rule. 
   "It was set up to protect students from harmful solicitation," 
CCAC spokesman David Hoovler said. "But looking at it in light 
of this situation, we realized that there was some ambiguity there 
and it was probably best to do away with that." 
     According to CCAC, the language struck from the college's 
facilities management policies is as follows: "Solicitation: The 
distribution or display of, and the personal contact with 
individuals or groups related to non-sponsored college material 
or events, without prior written approval of the college are 
prohibited. These actions are limited to public property; however, 
public property in this context does not include college property." 
    Both the ACLU and FIRE praised the decision. Both had said 
the rule was unconstitutional and that using the college's name on 
the handouts did not imply endorsement. 
    "We're very pleased that they have come around and corrected 
the problem," said Witold Walczak, the state ACLU's legal 
director. 
    "We are glad that CCAC has finally given its students the right 
to encourage one another to band together for causes they believe 
in," said Adam Kissel, director of FIRE's individual rights 
defense program. "This is another example of how just one 
college student standing up for her rights can help bring liberty to 
her entire campus." 
    Ms. Brashier, 24, a second-year education student from 
Squirrel Hill, declined comment yesterday on the decision, but 
she confirmed that her efforts to establish the group are 
continuing. http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/09275/1002454-
298.stm 

 
09-10-02 Some clergy armed for changing times 
   DETROIT — The Rev. Lawrence Adams teaches his flock at 
the Westside Bible Church to turn the other cheek. Just in case, 
though, the retired police lieutenant, 54, also wears a handgun 
under his robe. 
   Adams is one of several Detroit clergymen who have taken to 
packing heat in the pulpit. They have committed their lives to a 

man who preached nonviolence and told followers to love their 
enemies. But they also say it’s up to them to protect their 
parishioners in church. 
     “As a pastor, I’m referred to as a shepherd,” Adams said. 
“Shepherds have the responsibility of watching over their flock. 
Do I want to hurt somebody? Absolutely not!” 
    Responding to a break-in at his church Sunday evening, Adams 
surprised a burglar carrying out a bag of loot and shot the man in 
the abdomen after the man swung the bag at him. 
   The burglar survived — for which Adams is grateful — but the 
reverend said he could have been hurt or killed if he had not been 
armed. 
   Detroit had the nation’s highest homicide rate last year among 
cities of at least 500,000 residents. The city has been losing 
manufacturing jobs for decades, and these days about one in four 
working-age residents is without a job. 
   The northwest Detroit neighborhood surrounding Adams’ 
church isn’t one of the city’s most dangerous. But there have 
been many recent reports of crimes in the area, including four 
burglaries, three auto thefts, one armed robbery and four assaults, 
including one with intent to murder. 
   Prior to 2000, anyone who wanted to carry a concealed weapon 
in Michigan had to show a need to do so. Now, gun owners 
simply have to pass a stringent background check and complete 
eight hours of handgun training. 
    “I get people from all walks of life, including pastors,” said 
Rick Ector, owner of Rick’s Firearm Academy in Detroit. “But 
it’s not anything specific to pastors. Detroit is not a very safe 
place.” 
   The clergy in Detroit who arm themselves say they do so 
because of the high overall crime rate. But churchgoers elsewhere 
have been the target of violent attacks several times in recent 
years: 
   ÇLast year in a New Jersey church, a man fatally shot his 
estranged wife and a man who intervened in the attack. 
   ÇA pastor was found stabbed to death in August in an 
Oklahoma church. 
  ÇA Maryville, Ill., preacher was gunned down during his 
Sunday sermon in March. 
   ÇIn December 2007, a gunman killed two people at a Christian 
youth mission center near Denver, and two others at a 
megachurch in Colorado Springs. 
   “I don’t know what kind of issues people are bringing with 
them. You could be running from estranged husband, boyfriend,” 
said Bishop Charles Ellis III, pastor of the 6,500-member Greater 
Grace Temple in Detroit. 
    Ellis said he sometimes carries a gun, but never in the pulpit. 
His church has a “ministry of defense” for Sunday services made 
up of about 18 armed congregants who are off-duty law 
enforcement officers. 
   Clergy are adjusting to society, said the Rev. Kenneth J. 
Flowers, pastor of Greater New Mount Moriah Baptist Church in 
Detroit. 
   “In addition to their faith, they are carrying weapons,” said 
Flowers, who does not carry a gun. “There used to be a time 
when everybody respected a pastor. Even a drunk would 
straighten up if a preacher came by.” 
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    Adams said most — if not all — of Westside’s 50 members 
have supported his actions after encountering the burglar. 
http://www.nhregister.com/articles/2009/10/02/news/c5-
preach.txt 
 

09-10-02 Attorneys call cop’s gun case ‘misunderstanding’ 
   NEW HAVEN — Attorneys for a Waterbury police sergeant 
accused of improperly selling or transferring seven firearms — 
including one that later was used in five different New Haven 
shootings — described the case as a “misunderstanding” and said 
their client is innocent. 
    Harold David Setzer, 41, of Davis Street, New Haven, made a 
brief appearance in Superior Court Thursday. No plea was 
entered and the case was transferred to the “Part A” courthouse at 
235 Church St. where more serious matters are heard. 
   Setzer is on paid leave from the Waterbury force. 
   Attorney Michael Jefferson, who is representing Setzer along 
with Hamden attorney Frank Cannatelli, called Setzer a 
“decorated police officer” who once coached Jefferson’s son in 
Little League. 
   “It is a misunderstanding and David is anxious to have his day 
in court,” Jefferson said outside the courthouse. “Right now, 
David is anxious to get on with his life and pursue this and clear 
his name.” 
   Asked if his client was illegally selling guns, he replied, 
“Absolutely not. That’s ridiculous.” 
   According to New Haven police, two firearms that belonged to 
the 17-year police officer ended up in the hands of convicted 
felons, and seven other firearms registered to him remain 
unaccounted for, police said. 
   Setzer faces seven counts of illegal transfer or sale of a firearm, 
along with charges of manufacture of bombs, criminal possession 
of an assault weapon, illegal possession of explosives, illegal 
possession of firearms and risk of injury to a minor. The bulk of 
the charges stem from a search warrant police executed at 
Setzer’s house in August. The risk charge apparently was filed 
because the fireworks and explosive shells were in his home that 
he shares with his 15-year-old son. 
    Over the last seven months, Setzer hit the Police Department’s 
radar screen in three guns cases, but the final two appear to be 
what put him in the cross hairs of a criminal probe. 
   According to police, Setzer in March reported two firearms 
stolen from his vehicle. Two months later, one of the guns, a .357 
revolver, was recovered. 
   Then in June, police arrested a 24-year-old man with a .32-
caliber pistol. It was registered to Setzer and hadn’t been reported 
stolen. When police inquired, Setzer told detectives he had traded 
in the weapon at a Bethany gun dealer, but police say he couldn’t 
provide documentation. 
   The third incident occurred Aug. 8. Police arrested three felons 
in possession of another one of Setzer’s guns, this one a .40-
caliber police later learned had been used in a shootout outside a 
Humphrey Street bar. That gun hadn’t been reported stolen. 
   State police records show Setzer has 23 firearms registered to 
him. Fifteen have been seized by police, one remains an 
unrecovered stolen firearm and seven are unaccounted for. 
    Setzer told them he, at one point, had about 65 weapons but 
sold most to gun dealers when he encountered financial problems 

three or four years ago. He claimed he had 16 left. 
    Setzer has been a firearms instructor at the Waterbury force for 
more than a decade. 
http://www.nhregister.com/articles/2009/10/02/news/a3-
nesetzer.txt 
 

09-10-01 Waterbury officer’s gun used in shootings, say cops 
   NEW HAVEN — When a gun battle erupted outside 
Humphrey’s East bar in December, authorities had no way of 
knowing that one of the guns belonged to a Waterbury police 
sergeant. 
    On Wednesday, nine months later, Sgt. Harold David Setzer, 
41, a 17-year veteran of the Waterbury force, was charged with 
seven counts of illegally transferring or selling firearms, one 
count for each of seven handguns he owns that he can’t account 
for, including a .40-caliber Sig Sauer pistol that police say was 
used in five shooting incidents in New Haven between December 
2008 and June of this year. 
   Setzer has been on paid leave since July and turned in his 
service gun and badge. He lives on Davis Street in New Haven 
with his son and mother, who lives on the first floor of the 
multifamily home he owns. All the missing weapons were 
privately owned. 
    Setzer surrendered to police Wednesday afternoon and was 
released on $50,000 bail. In addition to the weapons charges, he 
also faces counts of manufacturing bombs, risk of injury to a 
minor, illegal possession of an assault rifle, illegal possession of 
explosives and illegal possession of fireworks. 
   The latter charges stem from an August raid of his home in 
which police recovered an assault rifle, equipped with a bayonet 
and flash suppressor, an “improvised explosive device” and 
commercial-grade fireworks mortar shells, police said. 
   No one answered the door of his house at 73-75 Davis St. 
Wednesday. 
    In a press release, Officer Joe Avery said the charges stem 
from an investigation led by Lt. Ken Blanchard and Detective 
Annemarie LaPorta in which police “determined that several of 
Setzer’s guns ended up in the hands of convicted felons on the 
streets of New Haven.” 
    Setzer never made a stolen gun report and could not explain 
where his guns were or how they ended up in the hands of 
convicted felons. 
    As the investigation unfolded, a New Haven lieutenant 
contacted Waterbury police, telling the deputy chief that “he felt 
he wasn’t getting the proper information from Setzer,” acting 
Waterbury Police Superintendent Michael Gugliotti told the 
Waterbury Repubican-American. 
    According to New Haven police, things began to unravel for 
Setzer in June, when during an arrest, police recovered a .32-
caliber pistol that was registered to Setzer. It hadn’t been 
reported stolen, and Setzer claimed he didn’t realize it was 
missing. 
   In August, police recovered the .40-caliber handgun during 
another arrest. That gun also wasn’t reported stolen, but state 
records showed it, too, was registered to Setzer, police said. 
   When the gun was test fired at the state forensics lab and 
entered into a computer database of ballistics evidence recovered 
at shooting scenes, the result was startling: Five hits came back 
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for incidents on Dec. 13, 2008, April 15, April 19, June 4 and 
June 21, all in New Haven. 
   It wasn’t immediately clear if anyone was wounded in any of 
the incidents. 
   When questioned by police, Setzer didn’t have an explanation, 
or at least not one that police say held up to scrutiny — for that or 
the other six handguns he couldn’t account for. A rifle and 
shotgun also were missing, police said. 
    The Dec. 13 incident was particularly serious. There was a 
gunfight on Humphrey Street, and one of the shooters jumped 
into a sport utility vehicle. 
    Officers chased on foot. When the engine revved and SUV 
struck one of the officers, two cops opened fire on the vehicle. 
     From the initial shooting, police recovered .40-caliber shell 
casings later linked to Setzer’s gun, and 9 mm casings that 
matched bullets fired in a January 2009 homicide. 
   State forensics experts said the 9 mm casings appeared to be 
fired from a Glock-style weapon. One of the other weapons that 
Setzer can’t account for is a Glock 9 mm, police said. 
     In August, a week after police recovered the .40-caliber 
weapon, Setzer told Waterbury police that his 15-year-old son 
had information about what might have happened to the missing 
weapons. The youth claimed that, a few months earlier, he had 
some friends over to the house to play video games and showed 
them two of his father’s guns, including the .40-caliber, police 
say. 
    The son said he put the guns away and left the room for a 
moment and when he returned, discovered two guns and one of 
his friends were gone. 
     Based on that account, the guns would have been stolen 
sometime in June, but ballistic evidence, police note, showed that 
at least three of the shootings happened before the son said the 
.40-caliber weapon was stolen. 
      Police said they discovered Setzer had owned nearly 160 
guns. 
    During his police career, Setzer has received three 
commendations, including an award for catching a murder 
suspect in 2004. 
http://www.nhregister.com/articles/2009/10/01/news/new_haven/
a1-copsguns.txt 
 

09-10-01 Victim chases robbers; shot fired; car crashes 
   An 18-year-old Wilmington man was arrested and his two 
accomplices are still being sought in connection with a late night 
armed robbery Wednesday in the Belvedere community. 
   New Castle County police charged Montrail Allen, of the 1100 
block of Pleasant St., with first-degree robbery, possession of a 
firearm during a felony, possession of a firearm by a person 
prohibited, two counts of reckless endangering, possession with 
intent to deliver cocaine and marijuana possession. 
   The 48-year-old victim told officers he arrived home from work 
about 11 p.m. and noticed a car pull up behind him and park in 
the first block of Livingston Ave., police spokesman Cpl. 
Trinidad Navarro said. 
   When he was walking to the front door, a man accosted him 
and put a handgun to his neck and grabbed his laptop computer. 
   Two other men accompanied the gunman, although the victim 
did not know if they were also armed. 

    The victim’s mother and sister heard the commotion outside 
and started screaming, forcing the trio back to their car. 
   Then, the victim and his sister jumped in their car and followed 
the robbers, phoning in details of the suspects’ location to police. 
   Officers were notified that the victims were chasing the 
suspects on Centerville Road near Del. 141 when a man leaned 
out of the car and fired a shot at the victims, missing them, before 
turning onto Kirkwood Highway headed toward Wilmington. 
  Officers Ernest Melvin and Maura Schultz spotted the car on 
Kirkwood Highway and tried to stop it. 
   The driver refused to stop and instead sped into Wilmington, 
crashing the car at Third and Scott streets. 
   The three occupants then bailed out of the stolen car and ran off 
in opposite directions, Navarro said. 
  County officers assisted by Wilmington police arrested Allen 
after a brief footchase. 
  The other two men fled. 
  At the time of his arrest, Allen had 17 bags of crack cocaine in 
his possession as well as a small amount of marijuana. 
  Allen is being held in Young Correctional Institution is lieu 
$77,775 cash bail. 
  Anyone with information on the identities of the other two men, 
call Detective Karen Crowley at 395-8110 or Delaware Crime 
Stoppers at (800)TIP-3333. 
http://www.delawareonline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=2009
91001047 
 

09-10-01 Gun Rights Case Could Turn On Civil War-Era 
Laws 
   The U.S. Supreme Court announced on Wednesday that it plans 
to hear the next major gun rights case, a move that will decide 
whether the Second Amendment can invalidate state laws and 
municipal ordinances.  
  A 5-4 Supreme Court decision last year did say that the U.S. 
Constitution protects an individual right to own a handgun. But 
the majority opinion never concluded that the Second 
Amendment applied to states; it didn't say what kind of laws 
beyond a flat ban are acceptable or unacceptable; it didn't even 
say what kind of standards lower courts should apply when 
evaluating anti-gun laws.  
   One result was to leave lower court judges scratching their 
heads about which laws were permissible. Another was to create 
what one pro-gun attorney last week dubbed an "apartheid of 
civil rights," where gun rights vary by state.  
   The current case before the justices arose out of Chicago's 
restrictive gun laws, which prohibit anyone from possessing 
firearms -- even in their homes -- "unless such person is the 
holder of a valid registration certificate for such firearm." That's 
virtually identical to the Washington, D.C. law that the court said 
was unconstitutional last year, and violations in both cities 
include criminal penalties.  
  Deciding whether or not the Second Amendment restricts state 
and local governments might sound straightforward enough. 
After all, the First Amendment starts out by saying "Congress 
shall make no law," but the Supreme Court has interpreted that 
language to prevent states (and even state universities) from 
engaging in censorship.  
  So if much of the rest of the Bill of Rights applies to state 
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governments -- a concept called "incorporation" -- why not the 
Second Amendment as well?  
  This topic sounds like one that only a law professor would love, 
but in the last half-century or so, the Supreme Court has ruled 
that only "fundamental" rights crucial to "ordered liberty" are 
incorporated. (A wag might say that the justices were simply 
picking and choosing portions of the Bill of Rights that they find 
attractive while ignoring others. Call it the à la carte school of 
constitutional law.)  
    The city of Chicago, in a 43-page brief submitted to the 
Supreme Court, has argued that the right to own a firearm is not 
fundamental: "In urban environments, where handgun abuse is so 
rampant, the protection of a right to handguns simply because 
they are in common use undermines, rather than guarantees, 
ordered liberty. It is, instead, the very governmental power to 
protect residents that is critical to the concept of ordered liberty, 
since enforcing handgun control laws can make an enormous 
difference in curbing firearms violence."  
   In last year's Heller decision, both the majority and the 
dissenters reviewed the history of ratification of the Second 
Amendment. This time, when reviewing Chicago's ordinance, 
they'll likely look to the debate over the 1868 adoption of the 
Fourteenth Amendment (which is what provides an avenue for 
the federal Bill of Rights to apply to the states).  
   Sen. Jacob Howard's speech to the U.S. Senate in 1866 
provides a glimpse into what was going through the minds of the 
people who actually drafted the Fourteenth Amendment. Howard 
said:  
   To these privileges and immunities, whatever they may be – for 

they are not and cannot be fully defined in their entire extent and 

precise nature – to these should be added the personal rights 

guaranteed by the first eight amendments of the Constitution; 

such as the freedom of speech and of the press; the right of the 

people peaceably to assemble and petition the Government for a 

redress of grievances, a right pertaining to each and all of the 

people; the right to keep and bear arms; the right to be exempt 

from unreasonable searches and seizures, and from any search 

or seizure except by virtue of a warrant issued upon a formal 

oath or affidavit; the right of an accused person to be informed 

of the nature of the accusation against him, and his right to be 

tried by an impartial jury of the vicinage; and also the right to be 

secure against excessive bail and against cruel and unusual 

punishments. (Emphasis added.) 
   Stephen Halbrook, a lawyer and historian who has written a 
book titled Freedmen, the Fourteenth Amendment, and the Right 
to Bear Arms, has extensively reviewed the debate in the U.S. 
Congress over extending the right to bear arms to the newly-freed 
slaves after the Civil War. He concludes: "The framers of that 
amendment understood from hard experience that the rights to 
personal security and personal liberty are inseparable from the 
rights to self defense and to keep and bear arms."  
   The Fourteenth Amendment was enacted largely to overrule the 
Supreme Court's infamous Dred Scott v. Sandford (1856) case, 
which said that if the "large slaveholding states regarded (blacks) 
as included in the word citizens," then they would be granted 
rights including the ability to travel freely, the right to speak 
freely, and "to keep and carry arms wherever they went."  
   It also was intended to eliminate the notorious black codes, 

which in some states provided harsher criminal punishments for 
blacks than whites, regulated domestic relations of blacks, and, in 
the words of the Supreme Court in a 1964 decision, meant blacks 
"were not allowed to bear arms." (Justice Antonin Scalia's 
opinion in the Heller case echoes this, saying: "Blacks were 
routinely disarmed by Southern States after the Civil War. Those 
who opposed these injustices frequently stated that they infringed 
blacks' constitutional right to keep and bear arms.")  
   There's no guarantee, of course, that the Supreme Court's 
eventual decision in the current case, called McDonald v. 
Chicago, will focus on the congressional debates of some 120 
years ago. But if you're the betting type, I'd give you good odds 
that it will.  
   And here's another bet: If the Supreme Court justices can define 
a fundamental right to privacy that "is broad enough to cover the 
abortion decision" and render certain state laws invalid -- even 
though the words "privacy" and "abortion" appear nowhere in the 
text of the U.S. Constitution -- would they really want to risk a 
public outcry by ruling a well-documented right to self-defense is 
somehow less fundamental?  
   I'm betting the answer is no. Not even the Supreme Court likes 
to deviate too much from public opinion and academic 
consensus, and when you have two-thirds of the states and three-
quarters of Americans holding broadly pro-gun views, this would 
be one grassroots revolt that the justices have no interest in 
creating.  
   PS: The next brief from Alan Gura, who is representing the 
Chicago residents with the help of the Second Amendment 
Foundation, is due November 16. Chicago's brief is due 
December 16; the plaintiffs' reply brief is due January 15. Gura 
said that he expects oral arguments to take place in February 
2010. 
http://www.cbsnews.com/blogs/2009/10/01/taking_liberties/entry
5354594.shtml 
 

09-10-01 Police: Ret. Yale University Employee Brought 
Rifle, Ammunition to Campus 
   A retired Yale University employee who had complained about 
his benefits showed up at the Ivy League school with a rifle, 
ammunition and a knife, but his attorney said he had no ill intent.  
   John Petrini, 61, of New Haven, was going to a campus on high 
alert on Sept. 10. Two days earlier, a graduate student vanished 
and police were scouring the campus for clues. Her body was 
found Sept. 13. 
    Petrini was charged with breach of peace, threatening, carrying 
a dangerous weapon and illegally possessing a weapon in a motor 
vehicle. He was scheduled to appear Thursday in New Haven 
Superior Court. 
   On Sept. 10, someone called police to report seeing a man 
carrying a package that looked like it might contain a rifle and 
attempting to enter a Yale building, police said. The building was 
the former home of the school's human resources department. 
   Police confronted Petrini near another Yale building that is the 
department's current location. He was removing a long case from 
his truck, police said, and inside it officers found a rifle, more 
than 20 rounds of ammunition and a large knife. 
   Petrini told officers he was planning to seek an increase in his 
benefits, police said. Petrini, who retired in 1996 as a mechanics 
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helper, began receiving his pension in 2002 and later complained 
about the amount he was getting, Yale spokesman Tom Conroy 
said. 
   "He had no harmful motive at all," his attorney, Jamie Alosi, 
said Wednesday. "I think any suspicion has been dispelled." 
   Alosi said Petrini only had documents in an envelope when he 
left his vehicle and was heading to the human resources 
department. 
   "He never removed anything from his vehicle," Alosi said. 
"When he left the car all he had was an envelope in his hand." 
   Alosi said the campus was on high alert when Petrini was 
arrested Sept. 10 because 24-year-old Yale graduate student 
Annie Le had disappeared two days earlier. Her body was found 
hidden in a wall on what was to be her wedding day. A Yale lab 
technician has been charged with her murder. 
   Police said they spotted Petrini in a parking lot. They said he 
removed the long case from the truck, but immediately put it back 
in the vehicle as police approached and removed an envelope. 
   An officer opened the bag and found a rifle and knife more than 
8 inches long, according to a police report. The unloaded bolt-
action rifle had a scope and bipod and had stickers of Elvis 
Presley and "USARMFORCE," according to the report. The case 
also had 20 rounds of ammunition, police said. 
   Petrini said he used the rifle to hunt deer, but police said deer 
hunting is not legal in Connecticut this time of year. 
   Conroy said he would not speculate on whether Petrini intended 
to harm anyone. Yale police declined to comment and messages 
were left with a prosecutor. 
  Police said he has no felony convictions and Alosi said he has 
no criminal record. 
http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,558560,00.html?sPage=fn
c/us/crime 
 

09-09-30 Philadelphia man accused in 'grenade' scare at 
theater 
  PHILADELPHIA — Philadelphia police say a man caused a 
theater full of moviegoers to panic by walking in with what 
appeared to be two hand grenades hanging from his belt.  
   Capt. Jack McGinnis says they turned out to be inert grenades 
like those used for military training, which are perfectly legal to 
possess. But he says the man is facing a terroristic threats charge 
because he caused the disturbance in the movie house 
Wednesday.  
     Police say 39-year-old Kevin Michael told responding 
officers, "What’s the problem? I can take grenades anywhere I 
want. They’re my grenades."  
Michael was jailed Wednesday night; it was not immediately 
clear if he had a lawyer. 
http://www.pennlive.com/midstate/index.ssf/2009/09/philadelphi
a_man_accused_in_gr.html 
 

09-09-30 The Gun-Loving Left 
"What does paperwork do when you get shot in the face?" 
   The practice of toting loaded firearms in public tends to be 
associated — recently, at least — with the political right. Indeed, 
it was a point of contention among even his closest friends when 
Martin Droll, 20-year-old data entrist and co-founder of the small 
Philly-based leftist People's Revolutionary Party, announced that 

he'd be bringing his AK-47 rifle to the G20 summit in Pittsburgh 
last weekend.  
   He wouldn't use it; he'd just exercise his right to openly carry a 
fully loaded assault weapon. It would, he said, demonstrate his 
willingness to "resist the armed attacks by the police and state."  
     Droll's comrades — who had planned to travel to Pittsburgh 
with him — were less-than-wowed by the idea. It could get him, 
not to mention them, in trouble, they pointed out.  
   "I can't be arrested for it for sure. They might come up with 
some excuse to detain me," Droll countered, "and in that case I 
can sue the police department of Pittsburgh. ... I'm sure the NRA 
would even cover my case."  
    To bolster his argument, Droll had assembled legal documents 
— or, rather, a few court cases and a Pennsylvania Gun Owners 
Association flier. Still, most of his fellow protesters remained 
unconvinced — "What does paperwork do when you get shot in 
the face?" demanded one.  
   Finally, Droll's friends told him that he'd have to leave the gun 
or get another ride. He opted for the latter, hitching a ride with 
"Bill" — a friend of a friend. "I think it would be morally wrong 
for me not to bring a gun," Droll explained on the drive up.  
    But for all that, on the opening day of the economic summit, 
Droll — citing an overcast sky — opted not to not bring the rifle 
to Thursday's un-permitted march in Pittsburgh's Arsenal Park: 
He didn't want to risk his gun rusting, he said.  
   Friday's demonstration, too, saw an unarmed Droll. The 
previous night, Bill had given him his own ultimatum: Leave the 
gun in the car during the protests or find another ride home to 
Philadelphia. Droll gave up.  
   He had been surprised, he admitted, that no one else seemed to 
have brought weapons to the summit. But that didn't stop him 
from wishing he had. "Of course with or without a gun, the result 
would have been the same," Droll conceded on the drive home. 
But still, he felt like he'd let the left, and himself, down: "One 
person with a gun is a much better show than zero."  
http://citypaper.net/articles/2009/10/01/the-gun-loving-left 
 

09-09-30  Guinea protest death toll reaches 157 
   CONAKRY, Guinea (AP) — Guinea's military leader has 
called for two days of mourning after troops opened fire on 
protesters at a pro-democracy rally. 
   Capt. Moussa "Dadis" Camara said on state television late 
Tuesday that he had banned all gatherings and demonstrations. 
He blamed the opposition for acting irresponsibly in Monday's 
demonstration and called for an inquiry. He said the government 
would pay the families of the wounded and dead. He also warned 
religious leaders, politicians and the media against inciting 
violence. 
   Flags fluttered at half-staff in the capital's quiet streets 
Wednesday morning. A human rights group says 157 people were 
killed and more than 1,000 wounded in the protest against 
Camara. Witnesses say soldiers raped women in the streets. 
    Hospitals were flooded with patients on Tuesday and the death 
toll rose through the day after presidential guard troops shot at 
50,000 people at the main football stadium, shattering hopes that 
this West African country was shedding the yoke of dictatorship. 
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   Some of those at the rally, upset that a military officer who 
seized power in a December coup might run for president in 
January elections, had chanted: "We want true democracy." 
   Camara's presidential guard opened fire with live ammunition, 
scattering panicked demonstrators who left scores of dead 
behind. Opposition politician Mutarr Diallo said he witnessed 
soldiers raping women with rifle butts. 
   The Interior Ministry released a statement late Tuesday saying 
the government would open an investigation to find out who 
ordered the soldiers to fire on people with live ammunition. 
However, the statement said 57 people had been killed and only 
four of them died from bullets. The rest were trampled or died of 
asphyxiation, it said. 
  The statement also said that the president expressed his 
condolences for the families who lost loved ones. 
    Local journalists said that Camara, who was not present at the 
stadium Monday, visited the wounded at two hospitals in 
Guinea's capital on Tuesday. Earlier he had told Radio France 
International that the violence was beyond his control. 
   "Those people who committed those atrocities were 
uncontrollable elements in the military," he told Radio France 
International on Monday night. "Even I, as head of state in this 
very tense situation, cannot claim to be able to control those 
elements in the military." 
  Human rights groups demanded that those responsible be made 
accountable. 
   "Guinea's leaders should order an immediate end to attacks on 
demonstrators and bring to justice those responsible for the 
bloodshed," said Corinne Dufka of Human Rights Watch. 
  Dr. Chierno Maadjou with the Guinean Organization for 
Defense of Human Rights said 157 people were killed and more 
than 1,200 wounded. 
  An Associated Press reporter saw wounded patients crowded 
into the large Donka Hospital, some with bullet wounds, others 
who appeared to have been beaten. 
   Guinea's mineral-rich soil had been plundered by two 
consecutive dictatorships before Camara seized control of the 
country a day after President Lansana Conte, who had ruled for 
nearly a quarter-century, died on Dec. 22. Camara initially was 
embraced by Guineans, thousands of whom lined the streets to 
applaud him as he rode through the capital on the back of a 
flatbed military truck. 
   But since then, tensions have risen amid rumors that Camara 
may run in presidential elections scheduled for Jan. 31. He 
initially indicated that he would not run but said recently he has 
the right to do so if he chooses. 
   Demonstrations against Camara have grown in recent weeks but 
the reaction by security forces had been comparatively moderate. 
Late last month, police fired tear gas to break up a demonstration 
in the capital, and last Thursday tens of thousands of residents in 
a town north of Conakry took to the streets with no serious 
incidents. 
   The African Union, the European Union and the government of 
neighboring Senegal denounced Monday's bloodshed. The AU 
already had suspended Guinea's membership after Camara seized 
power. France's foreign minister said his country is suspending 
military cooperation with its former colony. 

    Eyewitnesses told New York-based Human Rights Watch that 
security forces stripped female protesters and raped them in the 
streets. The rights group, citing eyewitness reports, said soldiers 
on Monday also stabbed protesters with knives and bayonets. 
   Hardly anyone had heard of Camara, an army captain in his 
40s, until his men broke down the glass doors of the state TV 
station on Dec. 23. He announced that the constitution had been 
dissolved and that the country was under the rule of a military 
junta. Many began to question his tactics when he authorized 
raids on the homes of well-known members of the dead 
president's inner circle. Camara claimed the raids were intended 
to recoup money and property stolen from the state, but many 
complained of heavy-handed tactics. 
   The military junta also put top government officials on TV, 
where they detailed their roles in a lucrative international cocaine 
trade in Guinea. Guinea and other West African countries in 
recent years emerged as key transshipment points for cocaine 
bound from South America to Europe. 
   Camara's arrests of corrupt officials have won him admiration, 
but he has been criticized for his love of the spotlight and his 
insistence on broadcasting rambling, multi-hour tirades. Camara 
generally sleeps all day only to emerge at night, and has a waiting 
room adorned with 6-foot-tall portraits of himself. 
   Since winning independence half a century ago from France, 
Guinea has been pillaged by its ruling elite. Its 10 million people 
are among the world's poorest, even though its soil has diamonds, 
gold, iron and half the world's reserves of the raw material used 
to make aluminum. http://www.usatoday.com/news/world/2009-
09-29-Guinea-protest_N.htm?csp=34 
 

09-09-30 SCOTUS to Hear Another 2A Case 
    On June 26, 2008, the United States Supreme Court handed 
down a narrow (5-4) decision confirming that the Second 
Amendment applies as an INDIVIDUAL right to keep and bear 
arms.  
   Despite the Supreme Court upholding what everyone already 
knew and understood about the Second Amendment, people in 
Chicago are still barred from owning handguns. Further, people 
who own rifles and shotguns must go through a cumbersome 
registration process every year. Failure to register a firearm on 
time makes that firearm incapable of ever being registered again. 
Clearly, this is a violation not only of the Second Amendment, 
but of the Supreme Court's ruling last summer. 
      Incredibly, the City of Chicago is claiming that the Second 
Amendment is a federal law and therefore does not apply in 
Chicago. If that were true (and it isn't) then the entire Bill of 
Rights could be called into question across the nation. Freedom 
of speech, religion, and the press; the right to privacy, the right to 
a fair and speedy trial could all be deemed irrelevant if the Bill of 
Rights was ruled as a federal law and therefore applicable only in 
the federal terrority of Washington D.C.  
    It is absurd to think that the Founding Fathers and 
Revolutionary War heroes fought the crown of England and won 
to ensure freedom in Washington D.C., but not in the surrounding 
territories of which the Founders represented. And yet, that is 
precisely the position that the City of Chicago has taken.  
     Further weakening Chicago's case, is the fact that this issue 
was addressed in 1868 with the addition of the Fourteenth 
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Amendment. In addition to other issues, the 14th Amendment 
states, "No State shall make or enforce any law which shall 
abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United 
States; nor shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or 
property, without due process of law; nor deny to any person 
within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws." This has 
been consistently and repeatedly interpreted, by both the courts 
and the general populace, to mean that the Bill of Rights is the 
Supreme Law of the Land and cannot be overruled by local 
governments. 
    The same legal team who represented the DC Gun Case filed 
suit and today, September 30, 2009, the Supreme Court agreed to 
hear the case. The case is known as McDonald v. Chicago. 
Of additional interest is the fact that newly Obama-appointed 
Supreme Court justice, Sonia Sotomayor, ruled in January 2009 

that the Second Amendment does not protect individuals from 
having their right to keep and bear arms restricted by state 
governments.    It's probably not unreasonable to expect 
Sotomayor to rule against the Bill of Rights and against the 
freedom of the American people in this case as well. 
http://www.libertybelles.org/articles/scotus2achicago.htm 
09-09-30 Gun advocates predict drop in crime if gun ban is lifted 
    The U.S. Supreme Court’s decision Wednesday to hear a 
challenge to Chicago’s strictest-in-the-nation handgun ban likely 
means the other holster is ready to fall on the ban, advocates on 
both sides of the issue seemed to agree Wednesday. 
    “A year from now there will not be a Chicago handgun ban,” 
said Alan Gura, the attorney representing the gun owners fighting 
the ban.  
   The high court’s five-member conservative majority last year 
threw out Washington, D.C.’s gun ban in the District of 
Columbia v. Heller case, but stopped short of invalidating the rest 
of the country’s handgun bans because that case dealt with 
federal bans, not local ones.  
   But gun control advocates and even city of Chicago officials 
have been bracing for the high court’s firmer embrace of the 
Second Amendment, which includes a right to bear arms.  
     “It’s going to be very difficult for Chicago not to have to make 
the adjustments D.C. had to make,” said Paul Heimke, president 
of the Brady Campaign against Gun Violence.  
   At a news conference in Chicago Wednesday, Gura predicted 
the crime rate will drop in Chicago if handguns are legalized 
again, because, he said, would-be burglars would opt not to break 
into homes for fear owners could be armed.  
   “I want to be able to protect myself in my own home. This is a 
right that we have that has been moved away from us, and we 
should have it back,” said Otis McDonald, 76, a plaintiff in the 
case against the city’s ban and a retired janitor. He says his 
neighborhood of Morgan Park has gotten rougher in recent years. 
“I don’t have any intention of going out there and shooting up 
anybody. The people who want to control me — these are the 
people I want to protect myself from.”  
    Even though she was not harmed, Colleen Dawson said she 
wishes she had a handgun when some men tried to break into her 
Northwest Side home last year.  
   Dawson, 51, said the court’s action should be a message to 
Mayor Daley and other gun-control advocates to “begin looking 

at a handgun as a tool given to us as a birthright by the 
constitution to defend ourselves.”  
    Growing up in Englewood, Dawson said her grandmother 
always kept a handgun in her apron pocket. She’d like the same 
right.  
   Chicago Police scoff at the notion that more handguns will 
lower the city’s crime rate.  
    “The logic they are using, that homeowners’ homes will not get 
burglarized, is ridiculous. You usually do not burglarize a home 
that is occupied,” said Mark Donohue, president of the Fraternal 
Order of Police.  
    A 1988 Emory University study, Heimke said, showed “if you 
keep a gun in your home, it’s 21 times more likely to injure you 
or your family than a bad guy. It gets used by a depressed teen to 
commit suicide, or you think it’s a burglar but it turns out to be a 
neighbor or a brother-in-law.”  
    Ever since last year’s Heller decision, which Mayor Daley 
called a “frightening” decision that “changed the rules” of inner-
city policing, city attorneys have been preparing for the Supreme 
Court to revisit the issue.  
     Law Department spokeswoman Jenny Hoyle said Wednesday 
that city officials “are obviously concerned about what a final 
decision could mean for Chicago.”  But Hoyle said city attorneys 
remain “encouraged” by some of the language the Supreme Court 
used in overturning Washington’s ban.  
   “The Heller decision didn’t say there has to be unrestricted 
access and ownership [of] handguns. They allowed for the 
possibility that some restrictions might be appropriate,” she said.  
    In December, the D.C. Council replaced its overturned law 
with new regulations that require gun owners to receive five 
hours of safety training and register their firearms every three 
years. Gun owners would face criminal background checks every 
six years.  
      At the time, Daley hinted strongly that he intended to use the 
city’s home-rule power to mimic the D.C. changes.  
    Of the 511 murders that happened in Chicago last year, 402 
happened outdoors and the vast majority involved one gang 
member shooting another gang member, according to police 
statistics.  
   Gura admitted local governments have more rights to restrict 
gun possession outdoors.  
    But Richard Pearson of the illinois State Rifle Association 
noted the state legislature has four bills pending to legalize 
“concealed carry” laws, and he thinks passing them would 
likewise lower the crime rate in Chicago.  
   “They have turned Chicago into a crime capital,” Pearson said.  
   Gura and Pearson said other cities with less restrictive gun laws 
such as New York and L.A. have lower crime rates.  
   That’s because New York state and California have better gun 
restrictions at the state level, Heimke said. He said if more local 
communities had laws as strict as Chicago’s that would have 
lowered Chicago’s crime rate.  
   “I know a lot of the bad guys in Chicago come over to Indiana 
to get their guns,” Heimke said. “Every time I drive from Indiana 
to Chicago, nobody sees what I’m bringing in. If other 
communities took the same approach as Chicago, we would be 
even safer.”  
  But McDonald said the current law only protects criminals.  
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   “We worked all our lives, paid taxes, did the right thing in life 
and here we are vulnerable to somebody who never went to 
school, is never going to go to school, and is living off of what 
they can get out of us — that's what it’s all about,” McDonald 
said. http://www.suntimes.com/news/metro/1799122,chicago-
gun-ban-supreme-court-093009.article 
 

09-09-30 Legislation Still Under the Radar Would Devastate 
U.S. Gun Ownership Rights 
    And it’s not surprising then they get bitter, they cling to guns 
or religion or antipathy toward people who aren’t like them or 
anti-immigrant sentiment or anti-trade sentiment as a way to 
explain their frustrations.–President Barack Obama in San 
Francisco at a 2008 fundraiser. 
    While high profile issues like passage of a healthcare reform 
bill and cap and trade energy tax are getting front page headlines 
and top billing by television talking heads, be very wary of stealth 
legislation slowly working its way through Congress to restrict 
gun ownership. 
   Passage of either of two bills, HR 45 (also known as Blair-Holt 
Firearm Licensing and    Record Sale Act of 2009) and S 1317, 
would be a devastating blow to Second Amendment rights. 
    HR 45, introduced by Rep. Bobby Rush, would make it illegal 
to own a gun unless you are fingerprinted and can provide a 
driver’s license and Social Security number. 
    Additionally under HR 45, a person buying a gun would have 
to undergo both a physical and mental evaluation before making 
a firearm purchase. It also would require guns be secured from 
access by children under age 18, and would empower law 
enforcement officers to come into your home to check 
compliance. 
    S 1317, introduced by Sen. Frank Lautenburg, would give the 
attorney general the right to block gun sales to people on terror 
watch lists. A third bill, HR 2647, contains a companion clause to 
S 1317 that gives the attorney general the authority to determine 
who belongs on terrorist watch lists. 
    And who are the terrorists? In Obamaworld it’s not the Islamo-
fascists flying airliners into buildings, planting improvised 
explosive devices (IEDs) or strapping bombs to their waists and 
setting them off in crowded areas. 
    No, because in Obamaworld, the word terrorism no longer 
applies to those who were once called terrorists. And those who 
used to be considered terrorists no longer commit acts of 
terrorism. No they commit man-caused disasters. The word 
terrorist, at least in its past usage, has been dropped from the 
lexicon. 
    Today’s terrorists, according to those now in power in the 
United States, are people in flyover country who believe the 
Constitution is sacrosanct, and that the Second  Amendment 
actually means that people are free to own guns without 
restriction. 
     Our own country’s Department of Homeland Security issued 
an assessment earlier this year warning law enforcement of a 
possible rise in home-grown terrorism from “right wing 
extremists.” And who are those rightwing extremists? The 
assessment tell us:    “Rightwing extremism in the United States 
can be broadly divided into those groups, movements and 
adherents that are primarily hate-oriented (based on hatred of 

particular religious, racial or ethnic groups), and those that are 
mainly antigovernment, rejecting federal authority in favor of 
state or local authority, or rejecting government authority 
entirely. It may include groups and individuals that are dedicated 
to a single issue, such as opposition to abortion or immigration.” 
    As we’ve reported before in related stories here and here the 
current administration is no friend to gun owners. 
   And what does Eric Holder—attorney general for the United 
States and the person who would under S 1317 be granted the 
authority to determine who belongs on terrorist watch groups—
think about guns? 
   Following are few of his quotes that have appeared in various 
newspapers over the last few years: 
- “As President Obama indicated during the campaign, there are 
just a few gun-related changes that we would like to make, and 
among them would be to reinstitute the ban on the sale of assault 
weapons.” 
- “The second amendment does not protect firearms possession or 
use that is unrelated to participation in a well-regulated militia.” 
-  “To further strengthen the ability of law enforcement officials 
to track those suspected of terrorism or other criminal acts in this 
country, Congress should also pass legislation that would give the 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms a record of every 
firearm sale.” 
   Holder’s boss, the president, is equally unfriendly to gun 
owners. Writing for Gun Digest last October, gun lobbyist 
Richard A. Pearson called Obama an enemy of the law abiding 
firearm owner. You can read his article here.  
   Some of Obama’s own quotes, as they have appeared in various 
publications, will back this up: 
- “I am consistently on record and will continue to be on record 
as opposing concealed carry.” 
- “I am not in favor of concealed weapons. I think that creates a 
potential atmosphere where more innocent people could (get shot 
during) altercations.”  
- “The package (legislation passed in the Illinois Senate) closes 
the Firearm Owners Identification (FOID) card loopholes which 
resulted in the shooting out in Melrose Park. We’re eliminating 
17 specific assault weapons. There is no reason why anybody 
should need an assault weapon to protect themselves or their 
family. We’re limiting handgun sales to one a month. We’re 
calling for handgun registration. It’s very hard right now to track 
whether or not a felon has turned in his weapons or if he has a 
FOID card because we don’t know how many weapons he has 
purchased.” 
   Without a doubt, the current administration is the most anti-gun 
administration in our nation’s history. Don’t let the hullabaloo 
over healthcare and cap and trade cause you to let your guard 
down. 
And be sure you cling to your guns and religion. They may soon 
be all you have. 
http://www.personalliberty.com/freedom-concerns/legislation-
still-under-the-radar-would-devastate-u-s-gun-ownership-rights/ 
 

09-09-30 Pa. top cop backs lost handgun reporting 
Commissioner supports mayors’ effort to get gun trace data to 
police. 
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    WILKES-BARRE – The Pennsylvania State Police 
commissioner has sent a strongly worded letter of support to the 
Pennsylvania Mayors Against Illegal Guns coalition, confirming 
his support for lost or stolen handgun reporting. 
   “As commissioner of the Pennsylvania State Police, I want to 
thank you for stepping forth and speaking out concerning this 
important issue, and to pledge my support for your efforts as you 
advance an agenda for common-sense reforms to reduce access to 
illegal guns across Pennsylvania,” said Pennsylvania State Police 
Commissioner Frank Pawlowski. 
   Pawlowski’s letter of support was sent to each of more than 100 
mayors in the state mayors’ coalition, supporting the mayors’ 
work across the Commonwealth in helping police keep guns out 
of the hands of criminals. 
   Wilkes-Barre Mayor Tom Leighton welcomed Pawlowski’s 
support. 
   “This shows the top police officer in the Commonwealth is 
behind this,” Leighton said. “It shows we all need to work 
together to take illegal guns off the streets.” 
     Pawlowski’s letter specifically cited the mayors’ coalition for 
its work in making available crucial crime gun trace data to local 
law enforcement agencies. The letter endorsed the coalition’s 
work in support of lost or stolen handgun reporting – a common-
sense measure to help police reduce trafficking in illegal guns. 
   “Lost or stolen handgun reporting is a simple reform that does 
not infringe on the right of law-abiding citizens to bear arms,” 
Pawlowski wrote in his letter. “Nine municipalities have already 
enacted the law within their own borders. The local ordinances 
are a step in the right direction.” 
    Many mayors in the coalition rely on the state police in their 
own communities were happy to receive support from the 
Commissioner. 
    Pawlowski’s letter was received by the mayors just as a 
nationwide campaign against the coalition was launched by the 
National Rifle Association. A postcard was mailed to NRA 
members claiming that Mayors Against Illegal Guns is in fact an 
“anti-gun” group in disguise, and e-mails have circulated 
purporting to expose the “real purpose of Mayors Against Illegal 
Guns.” The cards were unsigned and cited no data. 
http://www.timesleader.com/news/Pa__top_cop_backs_lost_hand
gun_reporting_09-30-2009.html 
 

09-09-30 Victim won't help cops, so suspect goes free 
   A man suspected of shooting and wounding a 21-year-old man 
at an Oakland supermarket has been released from custody 
because the victim is refusing to cooperate with investigators, 
police said today. 
   Antoine Harris, 20, of Oakland was released from jail Tuesday, 
three days after he walked into the Eastmont police substation in 
East Oakland to surrender, authorities said. 
   Police said Harris shot a 21-year-old man at the Royal Foods 
Supermarket on the 7600 block of MacArthur Boulevard at 1:20 
p.m. Friday, just blocks from the substation. 
    Oakland police tracked the suspect to the same building on the 
2700 block of 74th Avenue in East Oakland where Lovelle 
Mixon, 27, gunned down two Oakland SWAT sergeants March 
21, hours after fatally shooting two motorcycle officers. Mixon 
was shot and killed by police. 

   Late Friday, the Alameda County sheriff's SWAT team shot 
tear gas into the unit where Harris was believed to be hiding. But 
he apparently made it out of the building and eluded police until 
he gave himself up Saturday afternoon.  
   The shooting victim left Highland Hospital in Oakland against 
his doctors' advice over the weekend and has refused to meet with 
police who had hoped to build a case against Harris, police said. 
   "The case is still open and active, but not much can be done 
without the cooperation of the (victim)," said police Sgt. Ray 
Backman, chief of staff to acting Police Chief Howard Jordan. 
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-
bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2009/09/30/BA5319V2ER.DTL 

 
09-09-30 Scranton City Council tables legislation on lost and 
stolen guns 
   Gun-rights advocates from across the region - many openly 
carrying holstered handguns - crowded into City Hall on Tuesday 
to protest a proposal that would require lost or stolen firearms to 
be reported to police within 48 hours. 
   Scranton lawmakers postponed the legislation by a 4-1 vote, 
saying they were hesitant to enact a law that might not hold up in 
court. City council agreed to seek advice from the state attorney 
general's office before a final decision. 
    Gun owners who oppose the 48-hour rule said the city would 
be overstepping its bounds by imposing stricter regulations than 
the state. 
  Eleven Pennsylvania cities have enacted requirements for lost or 
stolen handguns, according to CeaseFirePA, a gun-control 
organization that is pushing such legislation at the local level. 
Council President Bob McGoff was the lone vote against tabling 
the 48-hour rule, saying Scranton should "not wait while others 
act for us." 
    "The issue here is doing what is right," he said. 
    But Councilwoman Sherry Nealon Fanucci said council needed 
more answers about the legality, and "whether I believe it's right 
or wrong is not the issue." Councilwoman Judy Gatelli called it 
"ludicrous" to pass it while legal questions remain. 
    City lawmakers must "remain within the scope" of their 
authority, Councilwoman Janet Evans said. 
   Rich Banks of Mountaintop, founder of an open-carry Web 
site, spoke to council with a Glock on his hip. He said there are 
already laws in place to prevent the illegal sale or trade of 
firearms, and he questioned what this proposal would 
accomplish. 
   Jack Daubenhauser of North Scranton, carrying a .45-caliber 
M1911 pistol, said fines against burglarized gun owners would 
"victimize the people who are already victims." 
   Joe Grace, director of CeaseFirePA, did not attend Tuesday's 
vote, but in a phone interview before the meeting he refuted that 
lost-and-stolen laws burden ordinary gun owners 
http://www.thetimes-tribune.com/news/1.295434 
 

09-09-30 WI Mayor, chief demand more ID checks at Badger 
Guns 
   Milwaukee leaders raised the heat Tuesday on Badger Guns, 
demanding the owner immediately make changes to stem the flow 
of crime guns coming from the store. 
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   Mayor Tom Barrett called on Badger immediately to begin 
scanning the identification of everyone coming into the store, like 
some bars do, and to look up anyone who wants to shoot on the 
range to make sure he isn't a felon. 
  Police Chief Edward Flynn suggested that anyone who comes 
into the store to buy a gun or shoot on the range sign a sworn 
affidavit saying he is not a criminal or committing a crime. Then 
store managers should allow police to inspect it, he said. 
  Barrett also slammed Adam Allan, owner of Badger in West 
Milwaukee, for posting a sign last week calling Milwaukee police 
racist for pulling over customers leaving his store during an 
undercover operation. 
  "That was an in-your-face sign to the Milwaukee police, the 
department that has numerous police officers shot by guns 
purchased in their store, and their reaction is to stick their fingers 
in the eyes of the police department," Barrett said. "That to me 
was deplorable." 
   Adam Allan took the sign down Sunday but said Tuesday he 
still thinks police are pulling over only his African-American 
customers. A Journal Sentinel reporter riding along with police 
last week saw four stops - two black men, a Hispanic couple and 
a white man. 
  Police said the stops were made because of evidence of possible 
gun crimes, not race. 
    "I probably wish I wouldn't have put 'racist' on the sign," Allan 
said. "That was strong, but I stand true to my word. It is not right 
what they are doing." 
  Flynn said he is fed up with Badger and dismissed Allan's 
accusations. 
  "It is late in the game for him to start complaining about his 
treatment," Flynn said. "I think the results speak for themselves at 
Badger. He has a business plan that counts on felonious 
purchases. We are saying, 'Change your business plan.' The 
burden is on you, sport. That is where you are making your 
money." 
  Since June, Milwaukee police have recovered a dozen illegal 
guns, found evidence of straw buying and discovered felons 
brazenly going into Badger, even shooting at the store's range. 
   Milwaukee police launched the operation days after two 
officers were shot in the head with a gun purchased at Badger one 
month earlier. Two other officers were shot in November 2007, 
also with a gun from Badger. 
  Badger Guns and its predecessor, Badger Outdoors, have 
accounted for one-third of crime guns recovered by Milwaukee 
police over the past four years, according to gun-trace data. The 
next closest Milwaukee-area gun shop accounted for less than 3% 
of crime guns in the same period. Badger Guns opened two years 
ago in the same location. 
   Badger Outdoors ranked among the largest sellers of crime 
guns in the nation for several years. Congress has forbidden the 
release of more current gun shop rankings. 
    Barrett said he is most troubled by the number of guns sold 
from Badger that quickly wind up in the hands of criminals. The 
U.S. Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives 
labels guns that are recovered by police within two years of sale 
as a "short-time-to-crime gun." 
   In the first eight months of this year, 143 such crime guns were 
traced back to Badger. 

   Responding to the demands of Barrett and Flynn, Allan said his 
staff is well-trained and that they turn down buyers who look like 
they are buying for someone else. He said he checks everyone's 
ID and doesn't allow anyone younger than 21 in the store. But he 
said it is impossible for him to look up everyone who uses the 
range - besides, that isn't required. 
  "There is no law that says you need to be checked in order to go 
on the range," he said. 
   Barrett and Milwaukee County District Attorney John 
Chisholm both said they invited Allan to a meeting last year but 
that he never showed. They said they had a good working 
relationship with the previous owner, but that isn't there with 
Allan. 
  "Overall, the cooperation Badger gave us was very promising, 
and it was headed in the right direction," Chisholm said, referring 
to the former owner. "They did some things for us. I am not 
seeing that now." 
   Allan denied ever being invited to a meeting and said he is 
willing to meet. He said he is willing to have police officers 
stationed in his store. Allan said his store's high number of crime 
guns is explained by his volume and proximity to Milwaukee. 
  "We have always had that reputation. The media paints a dirty 
picture of us," he said. 
   Chisholm said Allan's explanations don't explain the flow of 
crime guns. He compared Badger to a drug house that criminals 
know they can go to get what they are looking for. 
    "The culture for far too long has been you can get a gun from 
Badger and it's not too difficult," Chisholm said. "It is 
inexcusable. He is not doing everything he could do to prevent 
these sales. If he were, he would be preventing them." 
http://www.jsonline.com/news/milwaukee/62764582.html 
 

09-09-30 Gun owners up in arms about council legislation 
   SCRANTON – The Second Amendment in the Bill of Rights 
protects the right to bear arms for Americans 
   On Tuesday night, a group of armed and unarmed Pennsylvania 
Firearm Owners Association (PAFOA) members and their 
families visited council during council’s meeting in regard to an 
law that Scranton is considering, that if introduced, will require 
gun owners to report lost of stolen firearms to the Scranton police 
department within 48 hours, or a $1,000 fine and, or 90 days in 
prison could be enforced. 
   Tom Katchur a gun owner and PAFOA members from 
Dunmore said, “What if you happen to be on vacation? Guns are 
hunting rifles. Somebody breaks into your house, takes your 
guns, and you find out you’re a criminal?” 
  Other gun owners said that council shouldn’t and possibly can 
not pass the legislation because state and federal laws do not 
require a 48 hour time frame to report stolen firearms, and 
consequences of not doing so. 
  Ultimately the item was tabled by a 4-1 vote to allow council 
time to speak with the state attorney general’s office about if the 
law can be enforced. 
   Council president Bob McGoff voted against tabling the item 
and said that if introduced, the legislation will keep police in the 
city and city residence safer. 
   For more details on this issue as they develop, see The Times 
Leader Scranton Edition on newsstands Saturday. 
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http://www.timesleader.com/scrantonedition/news/Gun_owners_
up_in_arms_about_council_legislation.html?searchterm=scranto
n+city+council 
 

DA lets criminals use self defense to get away with murder of 
12 year old and they are not charged with duty to retreat.  

***09-09-29 Trial begins today for Homewood man 
charged in boy's death 
        There's one fact that nobody disputes in a highly charged 
homicide trial starting today: Donald Wilson Jr. did not kill 
Kholen Germany, an athletic, studious 12-year-old who was 
beloved by store owners and many who knew him in the 
Wilkinsburg community. Another man admitted he fired the fatal 
shot. 
    Yet Allegheny County District Attorney Stephen A. Zappala 
Jr. charged Mr. Wilson with the slaying inside a Wilkinsburg 
clothing store in April 2008 because "his actions started the chain 
of events that led to the death of Kholen Germany." 
       Prosecutor Lisa Pellegrini is expected to argue that jurors 
should convict Mr. Wilson of third-degree murder because by 
shooting into the store -- and firing bullets that hit no one -- he 
initiated a chain of events that led to the fatal shot being fired at 
the boy. 
    The victim, who was walking to meet a friend for a sleepover, 
took refuge in the store, From Head 2 Toe on Wood Street in 
Wilkinsburg, when he heard gunfire. 
    Kevin Lamont Johnson, who was inside the store, returned fire. 
A .45-caliber bullet from his gun hit Kholen in the arm, severing 
arteries. An autopsy stated the injury caused his death. 
    Although he fired the fatal bullet, Mr. Johnson, of Homewood, 
only was charged with illegal possession of a firearm and 
carrying a firearm without a license, because he was firing to 
defend himself. 
     Defense Paul R. Gettelman argued in a pre-trial motion that 
his client, Mr. Wilson, "was not responsible for the death of 
Kholen Germany. Kevin Johnson was the sole perpetrator. The 
legal responsibility for the death of Kholen Germany is his and 
his alone." 
    Mr. Gettelman, who could not be reached for comment, is 
likely to take the same approach at trial this week. Common Pleas 
Judge Jeffrey A. Manning will rule on the motion before calling 
in the jury today. 
     Duquesne Law professor Bruce A. Antkowiak said the 
prosecution has to prove causation in order to secure a 
conviction. "Becoming involved in a firefight with somebody -- 
particularly when you're aware that other persons are in or about 
the area in which you are knowingly initiating this particular 
activity -- there have been cases that have proven that that's 
enough to prove causation," he said. "You set off a chain of 
events that led to the death of another and the outcome is not so 
remote that your liability for it should be cut off." 
       He gave the example of a case in which a driver hit a 
telephone pole, which fell across a highway, causing an 
oncoming car to hit a third car, headed the same direction at the 
original driver. Two people died in the third car, Mr. Antkowiak 
said, and the state Superior Court held that the driver in the first 
car set off a chain of events in a reckless manner that led to the 

death of these two people. In that case, the defendant was found 
guilty of involuntary manslaughter. 
    To get a third-degree murder conviction, he said, the 
prosecution will have to show that Mr. Wilson exhibited a 
heightened form of recklessness by firing a gun, knowing it 
would create a dangerous risk even if he didn't intend to kill 
anybody. 
    Mr. Wilson, 20, of Homewood, also faces five counts of 
reckless endangerment, four counts of aggravated assault and one 
count of attempted homicide, as well as weapons violations. 
    In an additional twist, the key witness in the case, who said he 
was Mr. Wilson's intended target that day, was killed last 
September. Korey Johnson said he and Mr. Wilson had an 
ongoing conflict over a young woman and he had testified he saw 
Mr. Wilson fire into the store that day. Korey Johnson, Kevin 
Johnson's brother, died after he was shot in North Point Breeze. 
Judge Manning granted a motion by Mr. Gettelman to prevent the 
jury from hearing Korey Johnson's earlier testimony because Mr. 
Gettelman cannot cross-examine him. http://www.post-
gazette.com/pg/09272/1001607-53.stm 
 

09-09-29 KS Couple push gun-toting safety 
    Slightly built with gray hair and kind eyes, Kay Curtis makes 
candy and stained glass, and has a genteel politeness rarely seen 
outside old movies. 
  The Lenexa grandmother makes her living with guns and self-
defense training. 
   She wants women to have power. 
  So does her husband, Bob, a soft-spoken soul who has spent 
much of his life as a Presbyterian minister. Today Bob and Kay, a 
former lawyer, are a pistol-packing pair with a federal firearms 
license who make and sell their own ammo, train people how to 
drop a bad guy at 30 feet, and teach women how to fight. 
     Through Equalizer Defense Instruction & Training, a 
company they run from their home, the Curtises teach state-
mandated concealed-carry classes for Missouri and Kansas 
residents, shooting skills and two kinds of women’s self-defense 
courses. 
   One of the women-only courses is called “Fight Like a Girl.” 
   “The whole idea of ‘Fight Like a Girl’ is if we fight a man like 
a man, we’re going to lose,” she said. “Fighting like a girl means 
learning to use all your strongest assets against their weakest 
targets.” 
  The Curtises emphasize six principles of self-defense, including 
awareness, staying with or going toward people, and controlling 
the hips and hands. Offered at a variety of centers, the one-time, 
three-hour class teaches specific skills to counter real-life 
dangers, such as choking and kidnapping. 
   A male assistant plays the role of an attacker. Classes are small, 
ranging between eight and 16 people. 
   “Fight Like a Girl” focuses on a stranger attack. Another class, 
“Girls on Guard,” adds some techniques for when a woman 
knows her attacker. 
   Kay Curtis knows why. 
   “Women and girls can feel powerless,” she said. “One of the 
benefits of these classes is realizing you can do something to 
defend yourself and resist physical and sexual assaults.” 
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  For Kay, it’s all about reducing the number of victims and 
empowering women. 
    Since starting their business three years ago, the Curtises (both 
56) have trained more than 1,100 students. And that number is 
bound to go up. Across the Kansas City area record numbers of 
people are applying for permits to carry concealed weapons. And 
when the first concealed-carry permits in Kansas expire next 
year, gun owners will have to take a refresher course to renew 
them.  
    Bob thinks it’s funny when people find out what his wife does 
for a living.  
    “She’s not the stereotypical, gun-carrying Second Amendment 
dude,” he said. “She’s just this tiny little thing. Most guys look at 
her and think she sells jewelry.” 
   And what about him, a man of God?  
“We really don’t just sit around and think holy thoughts,” he said.  
   Still. How did these two make such a radical transition?  
  It started with dancing lessons.  
    For Christmas of 1998, Bob Curtis agreed to do something his 
wife had always wanted him to do: learn to dance. Kay Curtis 
was so touched, the next Christmas she decided to do something 
her husband always wanted her to do: learn to shoot a gun. 
    Bob, who grew up in rural Pennsylvania and used to take his 
gun with him on the bus so he could go hunting after school, 
wasted no time. He bought Kay a handgun and signed the couple 
up for a four-day defensive firearms course in 2000 at a training 
center outside Las Vegas. The class featured lectures, shooting 
practice and scads of safety instructions and rules. 
   It surprised her how much she liked it. It surprised her friends, 
too.  
  “You did what?” they said. “You’re probably going to end up 
shooting yourself!” 
   In retrospect, though, maybe it wasn’t so surprising. Their 
house had recently been broken into, and Kay had just read a 
book on a friend’s recommendation called “Armed and Female” 
by Paxton Quigley.  
   “Her story is fascinating,” Kay said. “She was involved in the 
Gun Control Act of 1968. She didn’t think there was anything 
good to come of guns. Then her best friend was raped in her own 
apartment, and when Paxton went over to help comfort her, she 
couldn’t help but thinking, ‘Would the result have been different 
if my friend would have had a gun?’ She (Quigley) ended up 
interviewing women who had been attacked and either had a gun 
or wished they’d had a gun.” 
   The book and the class, combined with her own fears after 
reading the stories of crime victims, changed Kay’s life. When 
the couple returned, they both became National Rifle 
Association-certified gun instructors. 
   In 2006 Kansas lawmakers overrode the veto of Gov. Kathleen 
Sebelius to create a system in which residents, with training, 
could carry a concealed handgun. Bob and Kay Curtis saw a need 
and filled it. Bob helped write the state’s training curriculum and 
helped select and train the first group of concealed-carry 
instructors. 
   Gun education is exactly what Roberta Morgan wanted. Retired 
and on disability, the 62-year-old Independence woman took the 
Curtises’ class because she was feeling vulnerable. 

   “I feel I’m a walking target,” she said. “I can’t run to get away 
from them, and I can’t fight. I guess I am watching too much 
news. Every time I turn around it seems like somebody’s getting 
mugged.” 
   After taking the class, Morgan feels safer and free to move 
about. She even hung one of her shooting targets outside her door 
as a message to bad guys. 
“Old woman with a gun,” she said. 
   Not that she’s anxious to use it. 
   “God forbid if I’d ever have to hurt anybody,” she said. “That’s 
the one thing that would really bother me. But I think I could if I 
had to.” 
  Melissa Davis, a Lenexa fitness teacher, took a Curtis self-
defense class. 
   “I went in with no expectations and came out wanting to sell the 
class to everybody,” she said. “They teach you about self-
awareness and situations you might find yourself in. … It’s more 
about being smart.” 
   Lisa Everett of Olathe, co-owner of a pharmacy in Mission, 
hired Kay Curtis to teach a self-defense class to members of her 
staff.  
   “We felt like women should be empowered,” she said. 
“Certainly you hear more tragedies of women being harmed or 
murdered.”  
    Everett herself was attacked on the Plaza when she was 18 by a 
man wanted in four states for murder. After he forced his way 
into her car and bloodied her face, she managed to fight him off 
until the police came.  
   “But many women aren’t as lucky,” she said. “And it doesn’t 
have to be luck. It’s better if you know what you’re doing.  
http://www.kansascity.com/637/story/1477011.html 
 

09-09-29 Hunter gored by bison recovering at hospital 
   JACKSON, Wyo. - The co-worker of a man who was gored by 
an injured bison near Shadow Mountain over the weekend said 
Cole Campbell is recovering at an Idaho Falls, Idaho hospital. 
   "I talked to his boss who's there with him in Idaho Falls and 
he's got seven broken ribs," Johnie Filveck said. "He's pretty 
bruised up and he's got a big ol' hole in his buttocks, but he's 
going to be OK." 
   Filveck said he and Campbell were guiding a client for Double 
Diamond Outfitters and Drag n Tag Saturday when the 48-year-
old Campbell was gored. 
   Filveck said the Riverton client wanted to shoot a bison big 
enough for the record books with a pistol. 
    The client shot a .500 Magnum cartridge from a Smith & 
Wesson pistol at the bison from about 60 yards, Filveck said. The 
bison ran and the client shot it twice more before it fell over, he 
said. 
"You could see the buffalo was still alive," Filveck said. "And I 
shouted that out to them. They were trying to get around to a get 
a killing shot." 
    The bison got up and gored Campbell, throwing him 15 feet in 
the air, he said. 
  The client shot the bison several more times before it died. 
   Bison hunts will continue until early January, and Filveck plans 
to guide several more trips. 
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   "We're getting smarter, though," he said. "We won't go up on 
them like that. I knew not to then, I was shouting for them not to, 
but the excitement of the deal just overrode them." 
http://www.billingsgazette.com/news/state-and-
regional/wyoming/article_cd156562-ad09-11de-bedf-
001cc4c03286.html 
 

09-09-29 B.C. billionaire charged in alleged abuse of 
prostitute 
   David Ho, the former owner and CEO of Harmony Airways, is 
facing a battery of charges for allegedly confining and assaulting 
a prostitute he'd hired and taken to his Vancouver home. 
   According to the Vancouver Police Department, Mr. Ho was 
arrested, and a gun and drugs were seized, after officers 
responded to reports of a woman screaming for help. 
   The police released a statement by Superintendent Rob 
Rothwell saying Mr. Ho had been charged after a "lengthy and 
complex investigation," which began several months ago. 
    The police report identified Mr. Ho by his full name, Ting 
Kwok Ho, but he is better known in Vancouver as David Ho, the 
high-flying billionaire businessman who founded Harmony 
Airways in 2002, a private airline which ceased operations in 
2007. 
   "On the evening of Dec. 28, 2008, Mr. Ho made contact with a 
woman on a chat line. After arranging to meet, Mr. Ho picked up 
the woman and the two returned to his house," Supt. Rothwell 
said. 
   "At approximately 4:45 a.m. the next morning, the woman 
attempted to leave the residence and Mr. Ho allegedly blocked 
the door and wouldn't allow her to leave." 
   Supt. Rothwell said the woman, whose identity was not 
revealed, managed to call 911, but was unable to provide the 
address of the house. 
    "While she was speaking with the operator, a violent struggle 
allegedly ensued in which she suffered a number of minor 
injuries," he said. "The victim fractured her ankle when she 
finally managed to escape. Once outside her screams were heard 
by neighbours and the police were called." 
   Supt. Rothwell said a subsequent investigation of the incident 
"yielded additional information," which led to several charges 
being laid by the Crown. 
   Mr. Ho, 57, is charged with unlawful confinement, unlawfully 
causing bodily harm, storage of a firearm contrary to regulations, 
unauthorized possession of a firearm, possession of a prohibited 
or restricted firearm with ammunition, possession of a prohibited 
weapon without a licence and possession of a controlled 
substance. http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/bc-
billionaire-charged-in-alleged-abuse-of-
prostitute/article1304937/ 
 

09-09-28 OUTDOORS: More women are getting outdoors to 
hunt, fish 
   I was in the local sport shop a few days ago getting my 2009 
deer license and noticed something quite interesting. Besides not 
being the only person in the shop waiting till the last minute to 
get a deer license, I noticed most of the people ahead of me were 
women and youngsters. What a refreshing thing to see, I thought, 
as one of the women in front of me was getting herself and her 

son a deer license. They were chatting with the guy behind the 
desk about the nice bucks they had been seeing and hoping they 
would get lucky this year. Typical sport shop talk. Just like the 
guys! 
    This is not such an unusual incident according to hunting 
authorities. Research has shown that women make up the fastest 
growing segment of the hunting and fishing population today. 
There are a number of reasons given for this trend. One of the top 
reasons is that women don’t want to stay at home any more while 
their husbands and sons enjoy a day in the field and on the water. 
They want to join them. 
  Another reason is that many women in America are single moms 
who want to get their kids away from the TV set and computer 
games for a while. They want to get the kids outdoors where they 
can enjoy the fresh air and spend some quality time together. 
Because they don’t have a husband to teach their kids about 
hunting and fishing, they take it upon themselves to learn so they 
can in turn teach their kids.  
   Researchers say that kids who hunt and fish are far less likely to 
do drugs and get into trouble. That’s because they get so involved 
with nuances of the outdoors and have less time to get bored and 
hang around with troublemakers. 
  So what does a single mom do to get her kids outdoors?  In 
recent years a number of conservation organizations have 
dedicated themselves to helping women get outside. One of those 
organizations is the National Wild Turkey Federation, which 
created a program called The Women In The Outdoors. This 
popular association teaches women how to hunt and fish and 
enjoy the outdoors. 
   The National Rifle Association also has a program designed 
specifically for the ladies called their Women On Target 
program. Women who are interested in becoming more involved 
with the outdoors can check out both of these organizations on 
the internet. There’s always plenty of room at our local sport 
shops for women who want to swap hunting stories 
http://www.mlive.com/advancenewspapers/opinion/index.ssf/200
9/09/outdoors_more_women_are_gettin.htm 
 

09-09-27 NCCo's ability to limit guns under fire - Delaware 
  Councilman's proposal would negate current law enacted after 
post-Katrina chaos in New Orleans 
   Councilman William Tansey has introduced an ordinance to 
delete a sentence in the county code that states the county 
executive may impose "limitations upon the carrying or 
stockpiling of firearms, weapons or ammunition" when a state of 
emergency has been declared. 
   His proposal would add a few more sentences to emphasize a 
hands-off approach to legally owned firearms, saying nothing in 
the law shall be interpreted as granting the power to get between 
people and their constitutional right to bear arms and defend 
themselves and property. 
   "It sounds so Republican, doesn't it?" joked Tansey, R-3rd 
District. 
   But Tansey wasn't inspired by party politics to change the law. 
The idea was brought to him by Hockessin resident Brandt 
Farley, a National Rifle Association  member who was reading 
the code to find other information on firearms when he spotted 
the related passage. 
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   It turns out the 1990s law is in violation of the state 
constitution, which was changed in the wake of Hurricane 
Katrina , the devastating 2005 storm that threw the city of New 
Orleans into chaos. It was widely reported then that police 
confiscated more than 500 weapons from civilians who roamed 
the streets, armed to protect themselves and their property. 
    The NRA and gun-lobbying group Second Amendment 
Foundation filed a federal lawsuit over the confiscation but 
dropped the case in a 2008 settlement after the city agreed to 
return the guns to their owners. 
    Police said they only confiscated weapons that were stolen or 
found in abandoned homes, the Associated Press  reported. 
   Still, the aftermath of Katrina prompted many state and local 
governments  to scrutinize their own laws and make revisions. 
In Delaware, state legislators approved an amendment in 2007 to 
clarify that the governor did not have the power to confiscate or 
limit weapons during declared emergencies. 
    "When I read it, I just called Mr. Tansey's office and 
enlightened them to it," Farley said about the county's law. 
   Tansey had the council attorney research the matter before 
bringing it forward as an ordinance and determined Farley was 
correct. The legislation was introduced Tuesday and likely will 
come up for a vote next month. 
   "I think it's a good idea to mirror the state law ," Tansey said. 
"This is just constituency service. If it's that simple, then I'm 
willing to do it." 
   Farley said he's pleased that the ordinance has garnered little 
controversy so far. 
   "I was pretty happy that it went through as easy as it did," said 
Farley, who owns First State Firearms in Hockessin. "I thought 
the county would be more touchy about it. But state law 
supersedes county law." 
http://www.delawareonline.com/article/20090927/NEWS02/9092
70356/1006/NEWS 
 

09-09-27 Supreme Court cases could affect state laws 
    The Supreme Court has clearly ruled that the Second 
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution means individuals have a 
right to own weapons, and the justices have been asked to take up 
two cases that could broaden that right to include state laws. 
   The court’s decision on whether to take up the cases, National 
Rifle Association v. Chicago and McDonald v. Chicago, could 
come this week, before the fall term officially starts Oct. 5. 
     The Second Amendment is one of the most contentious 
provisions in the Constitution. To many, it is an unqualified 
guarantee of Americans’ right to defend themselves. Others see it 
as referring to organized defense only, and want to limit gun 
ownership in order to reduce the amount of crime and death 
brought about by guns. 
   Those who believe in the right to bear arms were encouraged 
when the Supreme Court issued its ruling last year, which was 
widely interpreted as the first time the court clarified that the 
amendment supports individuals’ rights. 
    Through more than 200 years of legal interpretation, the court 
had not ruled as directly as the 5-4 majority did in District of 
Columbia v. Heller, constitutional law experts said. 
     But Professor Dan Kahan of Yale Law School said the 
decision also includes a number of exceptions that allow many 

gun control laws. 
    “I think that actually it’s remarkable in two respects,” Kahan 
said. “One, in that it does in fact call into question handgun 
restrictions that a lot of jurisdictions, including big cities, are 
likely to have.” 
   But Justice Antonin A. Scalia Jr.’s majority decision also went 
“far, far beyond what you ordinarily normally see in a Supreme 
Court opinion to identify safe harbors of restriction,” he said. 
    Among the fundamental freedoms included in the Bill of 
Rights are the words, “A well regulated militia being necessary to 
the security of a free State, the right of the People to keep and 
bear arms shall not be infringed.” 
   Commentaries after the Heller decision was issued in June 2008 
noted that, in two centuries of court decisions, this was the first 
time the Supreme Court had come down squarely for the right of 
individuals to own guns. Kahan agreed with that. 
   “The previous case law (has) been ambiguous but certainly 
supported the notion that there might not be an individual right,” 
he said. 
    But while it’s clear Americans have a right to have a gun in 
their homes, states can place limits on gun ownership outside of 
the home, Kahan said. 
   He pointed to Scalia’s majority opinion, which states, “Nothing 
in our opinion should be taken to cast doubt on longstanding 
prohibitions on the possession of firearms by felons and the 
mentally ill, or laws forbidding the carrying of firearms in 
sensitive places such as schools and government buildings, or 
laws imposing conditions and qualifications on the commercial 
sale of arms.” 
    Scalia added that laws against concealed weapons or weapons 
that would not normally be used outside of the military, such as 
machine guns, also are legal. 
   That “advisory language” is unusual for Scalia, Kahan said, and 
undoubtedly was included for a reason. “I think he got his five 
votes ... through the insertion of a lot of language saying, ‘Hey, 
here are your safe harbors.’” Restrictions, especially laws against 
concealed weapons, “turn out to be highly, highly contested 
things,” he said. 
      The minority on the court, however, saw the Heller decision 
as a threat to restrictions on gun ownership across the country. In 
his dissent, Justice Stephen Breyer said, “the decision threatens to 
throw into doubt the constitutionality of gun laws throughout the 
United States.” 

State laws could be next 
    Because Washington is a federal district, the Heller ruling 
applies only to federal laws. The two new cases give the court the 
chance to broaden its ruling to the states. 
    Scott Wilson, president of the Connecticut Citizens Defense 
League, hopes the court does that. His organization was formed 
in February in reaction to proposals in the General Assembly, 
such as micro-stamping of bullets, which gun advocates oppose. 
    Wilson believes that, with a Democratic president and 
Democrats in control of both houses of Congress, “I think people 
are on board with why the Second Amendment is more important 
now.” 
    At its core, the Second Amendment is about individual 
freedom from government, Wilson said. “When the Second 
Amendment was authored, our Founding Fathers had just got 



 

 
Page 40

done battling, in essence, their own government and they felt that 
(it was) the only way to protect from tyranny in the future.” 
    Between taxes and proposed limits on ammunition, Wilson 
said many fear the government would, for all intents and 
purposes, disarm the people who need to protect themselves. 
   “I think what they would do is nip around the corners” of the 
right to bear arms, he said. 
   One of the ways the state legislature has done so, he said, was 
with a bill passed last year that made it a crime not to report a lost 
or stolen gun within 48 hours. If someone steals his weapons 
without his knowledge and uses them in a crime, Wilson said, “I 
am now in essence potentially labeled a criminal because of the 
actions of another.” 
    He also believes law-abiding citizens need guns to protect 
themselves from armed criminals. “The laws do nothing but stop 
the good guys, and the criminals are going to get the guns,” 
Wilson said. 
   For some, though, preventing violence makes it important to 
reduce the number of guns that can get into the hands of 
criminals. 
     “As someone who fears guns myself ... the harm that can be 
done with guns is quite considerable,” said Elizabeth Marsh, law 
professor at Quinnipiac University. 
   While the original intent of the framers of the Constitution may 
have been to ensure people could defend themselves against 
government control, the Second Amendment needs to be looked 
at in terms of how it fits with modern needs, she said. 
    “With all constitutional questions, it’s all a question of how 
you interpret the Constitution, and the Constitution I believe is a 
living document that needs to change with the times,” she said. 
   Kahan sees such differing opinions not in terms of who is 
correct but in terms of the “cultural and moral predispositions” 
each of us brings to the debate. 
   “People who have a more individualistic outlook think people 
ought to be responsible for securing the conditions of their own 
well-being without government interference,” he said. 
   “People who have a more collectivist sensibility, who think the 
government should be providing for our needs, including security 
... they tend to believe that restricting guns will make us safer.” 
http://www.nhregister.com/articles/2009/09/27/news/a1amendme
nt2.txt 
 

09-09-26 Ohio Mayor: Anti-gun group misused my name 
    BRUNSWICK — Mayor Dale Strasser says he is a member of 
the National Rifle Association and has never supported any gun 
control organizations. So he was surprised to discover that pro-
gun control organization Mayors Against Illegal Guns said he 
was a member in its promotional materials. 
   “My name should have never been on that material,” Strasser 
said. “They used my name without my consent.” 
   In the last few weeks, he has received numerous phone calls 
and e-mails after the NRA sent out a postcard to area members 
saying he joined a national anti-gun group and urged members to 
call Strasser to complain. 
   “It is critical that your mayor disassociate himself from the anti-
gun group and you do your part by contacting his office today 
and urging him to withdraw his MAIG membership,” the 
postcard said. 

  Strasser is up for re-election in November and faces At-large 
Councilman Gary Werner. 
   Mayors Against Illegal Guns is an organization founded by 
New York Mayor Michael Bloomberg that is “dedicated to 
making America’s cities safer by cracking down on illegal guns,” 
according to its Web site. 
    When Strasser contacted the organization, he was told City 
Manager Bob Zienkowski had sent in a membership form, but 
MAIG used Strasser’s name by mistake. The form, which states 
the group’s principles, includes Zienkowski’s signature. 
Strasser’s name is nowhere on the document. 
   In a letter to the NRA, Zienkowski requested Strasser be 
removed from all materials because he never joined Mayors 
Against Illegal Guns, and it was the city manager who joined as 
the leader of Brunswick. 
“Within these duties, I received the information and signed the 
document in support of this coalition,” Zienkowski said in the 
letter. “Mayor Strasser was unaware of this information, did not 
sign, nor has any responsibility for responding to such requests.” 
    Zienkowski said Friday he joined MAIG in September 2008 
after hearing about it at a meeting of the Northeast Ohio Mayors 
and City Managers Association. He has since dropped his 
membership. 
   “In principle, this was a good thing to sign on to,” he said. “I 
ended up doing some more homework and saw there were 
partisan viewpoints on there. To me, this raises a red flag.” 
    Zienkowski said he also has noticed the content of MAIG’s 
Web site at mayorsagainstillegalguns.org has changed within the 
last couple of weeks. 
   Along with Strasser, several other mayors throughout the state 
have said their names were used by MAIG without their 
permission, according to an article by the Buckeye Firearms 
Association. 
   One example is Rittman Mayor Bill Robertson, who said he 
signed something at the meeting of the Northeast Ohio Mayors 
and City Managers Association, but was not aware it was a 
membership statement for any organization. 
  Like Strasser, Robertson’s name also was used in promotional 
materials. 
  MAIG did not immediately return an e-mail request for 
comment. 
http://medinagazette.northcoastnow.com/2009/09/26/mayor-anti-
gun-group-misused-my-name/ 
 

09-09-26 WI Police stake out gun store on lookout for felons, 
straw buyers 
    The convicted felon and his girlfriend pulled up to Badger 
Guns in West Milwaukee one evening last week and went 
shopping for a gun. 
   After they left, the couple were stopped just inside the 
Milwaukee city limits, where police officers were secretly 
watching the store for indications of "straw buying" - someone 
illegally buying a gun for a felon. 
   The stop was part of a monthslong undercover mission by 
Milwaukee police to turn up the heat on Badger Guns, which 
sells a large percentage of firearms that are seized by police, 
according to new gun-trace data. 
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    The 27-year-old man, on parole for robbery, initially denied he 
had even been in Badger. He told officers they were at Wendy's, 
getting burgers. Then he said the two were actually on their way 
to the hospital and just turned around in Badger's lot. 
    The felon finally fessed up but insisted he was only in Badger 
to help his 22-year-old girlfriend shop for a gun. Officer Joseph 
Honzelka quizzed the woman. He found her answers suspicious - 
she didn't know a handgun from a shotgun. 
   "I asked her what kind of gun she was looking for," Honzelka 
said. "She said she looked at all the guns and didn't like any." 
    Police suspected she was a potential straw buyer, but there was 
little officers could do. There was no gun in the car and no proof 
the felon touched a firearm while in Badger. The only option for 
police would be to tell the felon's parole agent he had been in the 
store. 
   Badger Guns, and its predecessor, Badger Outdoors, have 
accounted for roughly one-third of all crime guns traced by 
Milwaukee police in the past four years, the data shows. No other 
store in the state comes close to that figure. The next closest, The 
Shooters Shop in West Allis, accounted for less than 3% of guns 
traced by Milwaukee police during the same period. 
   A total of 1,880 crime guns recovered in Milwaukee were 
linked to Badger between January 2006 and Sept. 1 - or more 
than one a day, according to a Journal Sentinel analysis. 
    Badger isn't just the biggest seller of crime guns in Milwaukee, 
but among the biggest in the nation. Badger Outdoors was one of 
the top sellers a decade ago and was No. 1 as of 2005, according 
to federal data. Congress has since forbidden the release of such 
rankings. 
   Badger Outdoors went out of business in 2007 but was 
reopened as Badger Guns in August of that year by a longtime 
employee of Badger Outdoors. Besides the name change, the 
operation remains largely the same at the gun shop on S. 43rd St. 
   And police say some of the clientele remains largely the same, 
too. 
    The department's operation at Badger kicked off two days after 
Milwaukee police Officers Graham Kunisch and Bryan Norberg 
were shot in June. The gun used to shoot the officers was 
purchased at Badger Guns a month earlier by a straw buyer, 
according to prosecutors. That shooting came less than two years 
after a different pair of officers were shot in November 2007 with 
a gun from Badger Outdoors. 
   During the 11-week operation, Milwaukee police: 
   • Discovered felons use Badger's shooting range for target 
practice. In one case, store employees rented a gun to a felon to 
shoot. Another felon had a shooting "range pass card" in his 
pocket showing he had shot at Badger previously. Store 
employees check driver's licenses but not criminal histories of 
shooters. 
    • Seized 12 guns from felons and others leaving the store. 
They arrested nine felons for possessing guns, seven for carrying 
a concealed weapon and four on drug charges. Eight people have 
been charged so far as a result of the sweep. 
    • Spotted felons frequently going in the store or waiting 
outside. Felons are banned from possessing guns, but probation 
agents do not routinely require felons to stay out of gun stores 
such as Badger. Police and prosecutors say that should change. 

    Police Chief Edward Flynn said he learned how many guns 
from Badger were ending up in violent crimes when he became 
chief nearly two years ago. After the officers were shot, Flynn 
ordered up a plan to target illegal gun buys at Badger. 
   "I had an enough-is-enough moment," Flynn said. "They know 
to whom they are selling, they know what is happening with their 
product, they know citizens in Milwaukee are dying, and they 
don't care." 
     Milwaukee District Attorney John Chisholm said Badger can 
and must do more to prevent illegal gun sales. As former head of 
the office's gun unit, Chisholm has intimate knowledge of the 
store's operation. 
    "All we are asking is that they be professional," Chisholm said. 
"Their public service would be to do everything in their 
professional skill to prevent a sale to someone who will turn 
around and put that gun on the street to commit violence. They 
have the skill to do it. I suspect they choose not to do that more 
than they do." 

Store owner responds 
   Badger Guns' owner, Adam Allan, said he is doing everything 
he can to eliminate illegal sales, from banning cell phone use in 
the store to tough questioning of customers. He said the high 
crime-gun figures from Badger are explained by his large sales 
and proximity to Milwaukee. 
     "You should see the number of people we kick out of here," 
Allan said. "I am going over and above what is expected of me. 
The problem is (police) aren't working with me. If I can get some 
suggestions, I am willing to pull out all the stops. What more can 
I do?" 
     Flynn said his department has been making suggestions to 
Badger for years and is done with that approach. He said there 
are gun stores across the country that have figured out how to 
avoid straw-buyer gun sales. 
    "We are past the point of negotiating," he said. "They need to 
get their act together." 
   Allan said he has been aware of the police operation for weeks 
and warns his customers they might be pulled over. He said the 
police actions amount to racial harassment. He posted a sign in 
front Thursday calling the Milwaukee police racist. 
    "They are profiling my African-American customers," he said. 
"It isn't fair. You are going to attack all my customers because 
one of my customers did something illegal?" 
    On a ride along with police last week, a reporter from the 
Journal Sentinel observed four stops - two black customers, one 
Hispanic couple and one Caucasian. The white man was the only 
one arrested that evening. 
   All 11 people referred to the district attorney and eight 
subsequently charged in the operation were African-Americans, 
according to police and court records. 
   Flynn said he isn't surprised by that fact because a majority of 
victims and perpetrators of gun violence in Milwaukee are 
African-American males. 
  "(Allan) clearly doesn't care a damn about the demographics of 
dead Milwaukeeans," Flynn said. "To try to wrap himself as a 
victim of racism is not only absurd, it is obscene." 
Prior police target 
    Efforts to crack down on illegal gun purchases at Badger are 
nothing new. The store opened in 1987 and drew national 
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headlines in the late 1990s when federal data showed it was the 
largest seller of crime guns in the United States. 
    Milwaukee police officers ran an operation a decade ago, 
pulling over cars and finding felons who had managed to get guns 
out of Badger, said Lt. of Detectives Jason Smith, who was part 
of that operation. 
    "We pulled over a felon a block from Badger who had the gun 
out of the box, was loading it and passing a joint," Smith said. 
   The store's owner then, Mick Beatovic, vowed to cooperate. He 
promised to stop selling certain cheap guns. He always quickly 
turned over gun sale records and surveillance tape and testified in 
court, Smith said. 
   "Their surveillance is excellent, the cooperation is good but it 
never stops the problem," Smith said. "It is the game we play 
with them." 
     In 2005, Badger again topped the nation for crime guns, with 
537. The next closest shop, in California, had 447 crime guns, 
according to federal data. 
   In 2007, Beatovic turned in his federal gun dealer's license, 
saying he was retiring to Arizona. He kept the building but sold 
the business and its inventory to Allan, a longtime employee and 
the son of Beatovic's partner. Allan changed the name to Badger 
Guns, but made few other changes. 
   Gun-trace data show that like its predecessor, Badger Guns 
continues to account for a large number of guns that end up - 
sometimes very quickly - at crime scenes. 
  After Allan took over Badger, Smith paid a visit and told him he 
was one high-profile shooting away from great scrutiny. 
   That shooting came shortly after 3 p.m. June 9 when, 
prosecutors say, Julius Burton opened fire from short range on 
Officers Kunisch and Norberg with a .40-caliber Taurus pistol. 
Both officers have serious long-term injuries. 
    Jacob D. Collins, 21, has admitted in federal court that he 
bought the gun at Badger in May for Burton, who at 18 was too 
young to purchase it. 
    A similar scenario occurred in November 2007 when Victor 
Veloz, then 15, shot police Officers Jose Lopez and Alejandro 
Arce after participating in a gang-related shooting that left two 
other teens wounded. A 24-year-old man bought the gun for 
Veloz at Badger, prosecutors say. 
Stakeout began in June 
   Milwaukee police began staking out Badger on June 11. A 
surveillance car looks for suspicious activity, such as a man 
staying in the car while a female goes in to shop. They also run 
license plates to see if they come back as registered to felons. 
    When they find a target, officers stop the vehicle on a traffic 
violation. The tactic, called a "pre-text" stop, has been validated 
by the U.S. Supreme Court. 
   During one afternoon last week, officers pulled over four cars. 
One was Craig Thompson of Menomonee Falls, who said he was 
at Badger shooting his .50-caliber Desert Eagle handgun for the 
first time. 
   Officers said they stopped Thompson because it looked like he 
had put something on the passenger seat. Carrying a gun in the 
front seat is against the law, police said. Officers stopped 
Thompson for having windows that were too darkly tinted in his 
Ford Expedition. They found the gun in a case in the back, which 
is legal. 

  Thompson, who is black, said he didn't have a problem with 
being pulled over. 
    "If someone is riding around with an illegal gun, I am in 
danger," he said, nodding at officers. "I want you guys to nip it in 
the bud." 
   The only arrest they made this day was for a 23-year-old 
wanted on an unpaid traffic ticket. They found no illegal guns 
and made no gun-related arrests, yet Flynn said it was successful 
for the message it is sending. 
   Flynn said he has been most surprised that felons are brazenly 
going to Badger to practice    shooting guns. 
   Daunte McClendon, 31, a convicted felon, was stopped by 
police in late July with two guns in a box on the back seat, 
according to a criminal complaint. McClendon freely admitted to 
officers he had been shooting at Badger. The case is pending. 
  Allan said he doesn't want to have felons in his store. 
   "I would prefer that they not be here, but unless they put an F 
on someone's driver license, I don't know they have a felony," he 
said. 
   Chisholm countered that Allan could require everyone who 
enters his store to show ID and be checked in a publicly available 
database for felony convictions. At a minimum, felons should be 
run so they cannot be allowed to take target practice at the store, 
the district attorney said. 
   James Fendry, director of the Wisconsin Pro-Gun Movement, 
questioned whether a gun store owner could prohibit someone 
from entering the business. 
   "The law does not allow it . . . ," Fendry said. "What if 
you are wrong and that person starts screaming with their 
lawyer?" 
   Flynn said he will share information uncovered by his officers 
with the U.S. Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 
Explosives, which issues gun dealer licenses and conducts 
inspections. 
   The chief said the operation will continue as long as crime guns 
continue to be traced back to Badger. 
  "We have the stories," Flynn said. "The stories are written in 
blood on the streets of Milwaukee." 
http://www.jsonline.com/news/milwaukee/61985627.html 
 

09-09-26 Cops say Hamden teen pulled gun on officers 
   NEW HAVEN — A 16-year-old Hamden youth faces weapons 
and other charges after police say he twice pointed a gun at an 
officer during an encounter in Newhallville Thursday. 
    The incident occurred in the area of Lilac and Newhall streets, 
where residents have complained about drug dealing, gang 
activity and gunfire. 
    At 3:44 p.m., Officers Robert Hayden and John Folch reported 
seeing saw the teen, whom they recognized as a local gang 
member, on a mountain bike driving the wrong way on a one-way 
street, police said. When the teen noticed the officers, he jumped 
off the bike, pulled out a handgun and raised it toward Hayden, 
police said. He then took off running through back yards, 
jumping fences, with police in pursuit. 
   According to police, while he was behind a Lilac Street home, 
the youth turned around and pointed the gun at Hayden a second 
time. No shots were fired in the incident, either by police or the 
youth. 



 

 
Page 43

   During the foot chase the teen got stuck on a fence in a rear 
yard. Hayden, his own gun drawn, repeatedly ordered him to 
drop the weapon, at which point police say the youth threw down 
the gun and fled, eluding police. 
   Police seized a .22-caliber which, a serial number check 
showed, was reported stolen from South Carolina. 
   About four hours later, Hamden police detained the youth and 
New Haven police arrested him on charges of carrying a pistol 
without a permit, theft of a firearm, reckless endangerment, 
interfering with police, riding a bike on the sidewalk and riding 
against traffic. 
http://www.nhregister.com/articles/2009/09/26/blotter/doc4abded
5f9899d426915208.txt 
 

09-09-25 NV Senate candidate Terry Suominen responds to 
gun questionnaire 
    Another candidate for the Nevada senate seat currently 
occupied by Harry Reid has responded to the gun rights 
questionnaire, Terry Suominen. 
Here is his reply: 
      I am sending you my response to your questionnaire with the 

answers in capital letter form with each question. 

   Gun laws are of great interest around this country and do 

bring up much heated debates. I have answered each question 

based on my belief, with that said I also addressed the 

Constitutionality of the right to bear arms as stipulated in each 

question where needed. 
1. Do you believe that the Constitution is the "supreme law of the 
land" and that the Bill of Rights acknowledges our birthrights? 
  TS: YES 
2. If so, should these rights be proactively protected from 
infringement by all levels of government, including city, county 
and state? 
  TS: YES, WITH EXCEPTIONS THAT I WILL ADDRESS IN 

EACH OF THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS. 

3. Please give some examples of gun laws you consider 
constitutional. 
   TS: MY PERSONAL BELIEF IS THAT ASSAULT RIFLES 

SHOULD BE REGULATED. I AGREE THAT FELONS AND 

MENTALLY INCOMPETENT INDIVIDUALS ARE EXEMPT 

FROM THE SECOND AMENDMENT AS THE SUPREME 

COURT HAS RULED AND I AGREE THAT ONE SHOULD 

HAVE TO APPLY FOR A PERMIT TO CARRY A CONCEALED 

WEAPON. ALSO I BELIEVE IN THE SAFE ZONES AROUND 

SCHOOLS. 

4. Please give some examples of gun laws you consider 
unconstitutional. 
    TS: LAWS THAT TAKE AWAY CITIZENS RIGHT (AS IN 

WASHINGTON DC) TO BEAR ARMS WHO DO NOT FIT THE 

CRITERIA OF THE FELON OR THE METALLY 

INCOMPETENT. ANY LAW THAT TAKES AWAY THE 

CITIZENS RIGHT TO DEFEND THEMSELVES IN THEIR 

HOME WITH A FIREARM. 

5. Does the right to bear arms include the right for any peaceable 
citizen to carry them concealed without a permit, as in Vermont? 
    TS: MY BELIEF IS THAT WE HAVE A RIGHT TO BEAR 

ARMS, WITH STATES GIVEN THE RIGHT TO LEGISLATE 

WHETHER OR NOT TO REQUIRE REGISTRATION OF 

FIREARMS TO BE CONCEALED.  

6. Do you believe that Americans have a right to own, use and 
carry weapons of military pattern, and will you use the prestige of 
elected office to publicly promote that right? 
    TS: I BELIEVE THAT ASSAULT WEAPONS OR THOSE 

USED FOR MILITARY PURPOSES SHOULD BE 

REGULATED. AS A SENATOR I WILL PURSUE THE WILL OF 

MY CONSTITUENTS ON ALL MATTERS. 

7. Do you support or oppose registration of weapons? Why? 
   TS: I SUPPORT THE REGISTRATION OF WEAPONS. THIS 

IS ONE SAFEGUARD THAT ULTIMATELY COULD PREVENT 

INDIVIDUALS FROM BUYING GUNS THAT HAVE LOST 

THEIR RIGHT TO BEAR ARMS. 
8. Do you support or oppose licensing requirements to own or 
carry firearms? Why? 
     TS: I BELIEVE THAT YOU SHOULD NOT NEED TO BE 

LICENSED TO CARRY A FIREARM UNLESS YOU CONCEAL 

IT. IF YOU CHOOSE TO CARRY A CONCEALED WEAPON 

YOU SHOULD BE LICENSED, AGAIN SO THAT THE STATE 

KNOWS THE INDIVIDUAL DID NOT LOSE THEIR RIGHT TO 

BEAR ARMS. 
9. What specific gun laws will you work to get repealed? 
   TS: CURRENTLY MY EFFORTS WOULD BE ON 

PRESENTING A BALANCED BUDBET AMENDMENT, 

REDUCING THE SIZE OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 

AND REDUCE THE NATIONAL DEBT. IF THERE IS A LAW 

THAT NEEDS TO BE LOOKED AT AND REPEALED 

BECAUSE THE CONSTITUENTS OF NEVADA SHOW A 

DESIRE I WOULD NOT HESITATE TO LOOK INTO THAT 

SPECIFIC LAW TO FIGHT FOR WHAT THEY BELIEVE IN. 
10. If elected, will you back your words of support for firearms 
rights up with consistent actions? How? 
    TS: I WILL BACK UP MY WORDS WITH ACTION. IF A BILL 

IS PRESENTED THAT THREATENS TO TAKE AWAY OUR 

RIGHT TO BEAR ARMS AS DISCUSSED ABOVE, I WILL 

FIGHT IT. IF THE CONSTITUENTS OF THE STATE OF 

NEVADA HAVE ISSUE WITH CURRENT LAWS I WILL LOOK 

INTO THE LAWS AND IF NEED BE PRESENT A BILL TO 

ADDRESS THE WISHES OF NEVADANS. 
   Mr. Codrea I have answered each question with great thought 

and concern. Let me end by saying that as Senator of the Great 

State of Nevada I will fight for the wishes of the citizens that 

elected me regardless of my position on the issue. I will be the 

voice of the people who ultimately elected me to go to 

Washington and fight for what they believe. 

    If my views are in opposition to theirs I will have to in good 

faith stand by the majority and vote the conscience of the people. 

The office of the Senate is about We the people. That is my 

pledge. 

Respectfully, 

Terry Suominen 

http://www.examiner.com/x-1417-Gun-Rights-
Examiner~y2009m9d25-NV-Senate-candidate-Terry-Suominen-
responds-to-gun-questionnaire 
 

09-09-25 Ammunition restriction bill on governor's desk 
Correction: Assembly Bill 2062 would have put a 50-round 
monthly cap on ammo sales for a seller who didn’t hold a special 
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license to sell ammunition. An earlier version of this story 
implied the bill would have applied to all sellers. 
    A bill that would require buyers of handgun ammunition to 
leave thumbprints and detailed personal information with 
registered ammo sellers, as well as put restrictions on online 
bullet sales, is sitting on Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger's desk. 
    His spokeswoman, Brittany Chord, said the governor hasn't 
said whether he will sign or veto Assembly Bill 962. 
  He has until Oct. 11 to make a decision. 
   In 2004, Schwarzenegger vetoed a similar bill, Senate Bill 
1152, saying the federal government's attempt at similar 
legislation proved to be "unworkable and offered no public safety 
benefit." 
     After being universally booed by state Republicans, this year's 
bill narrowly passed the Senate and Assembly on Sept. 11, the 
last day of the 2009 legislative session. 
   Meanwhile, gun rights advocates, online ammo dealers and 
Republicans across the state are urging the governor to veto the 
bill, which they say unduly inconveniences law-abiding gun 
owners, even as law enforcement leaders in cities plagued by 
gang violence lobby for its passage and call AB 962 a needed 
tool in tracking down pistol-toting thugs. 
   Authored by Assemblyman Kevin de Leon, D-Los Angeles, the 
bill would ban direct shipping to Californians who have bought 
bullets via mail order or over the Internet. 
    Instead, any ammo they buy would need to be picked up at a 
licensed handgun ammunition dealer, similar to the way guns are 
currently bought and sold.   However, there would be no waiting 
period to pick up ammunition as there is when purchasing 
firearms. The bill also would require that those purchasing 
ammunition provide photo ID and a thumbprint. 
   The information would be kept on file and made available to 
law enforcement agencies. 
   Anyone who knowingly sells handgun ammunition to a felon 
would be committing a misdemeanor. The law also would make it 
a misdemeanor for documented gang members to possess 
handgun ammunition. 
All handgun ammunition would need to be kept behind store 
counters. 
   Should it pass, AB 962 will take effect Feb. 1, 2011. 
   A similar de Leon bill, AB 2062, which would have put a 50-
round monthly cap on ammo sales for a seller who didn’t hold a 
special license to sell ammunition, died last year in the Senate. 
  Sportsmen's groups, such as the California Outdoor Heritage 
Alliance (COHA), say the latest incarnation of de Leon's bill has 
good intentions, but would force many ammunition retailers to 
stop selling handgun ammunition entirely because of the data 
collection requirements and the threat of criminal prosecution, 
causing bullet prices to climb. 
   "The end result would be fewer venues for sportsmen and 
women to purchase ammunition," COHA said on its Web site. 
    Cabela's Inc., the Nebraska-based hunting and fishing retailer, 
went so far as to send letters to California customers urging them 
to write Schwarzenegger to veto the bill, saying the bill would 
"terminate our ability to service your needs." 
   Cabela's has no stores in California, but many north state 
hunters use its catalog and Web site to buy ammunition. 

  De Leon's spokesman Dan Reeves said such worries are 
unfounded. 
   Though he says the law's provisions would place a small 
inconvenience on ammo buyers, "in exchange, law enforcement 
gets a powerful investigative tool to track down criminals in their 
communities." 
    "I'd rather be inconvenienced and alive than have criminals 
convenienced and be dead," Los Angeles County Sheriff Lee 
Baca told Los Angeles Times columnist George Skelton this 
week. 
    Reeves said hunters are largely unaffected by the bill because 
it doesn't put any restrictions on "long-gun" ammo for shotguns 
and rifles. 
    But bullets that could be used in both handguns and rifles are 
counted under the would-be law. That includes the popular .22-
caliber rounds shot by the thousands by local target and varmint 
shooters. 
    Reeves said Sacramento and Los Angeles are among about a 
dozen cities in the state that have instituted similar laws. 
   Since their passage, local authorities have been able to track 
down more than 200 criminals who bought handgun ammunition, 
Reeves said. 
   Many were drug dealers and many had large caches of illegal 
guns or explosives, he said. 
     Meanwhile, as the law's future remains uncertain, it can mean 
only good news for local gun sellers, who've seen ammunition 
and gun sales skyrocket in recent months as the result of worries 
that Democrats controlling both the federal and state 
governments would enact similar restrictions. 
   At The Ordnance Shop in Red Bluff, salesman John Burch said 
bullets are restocked since the initial rush. 
    "We're starting to get a supply in now," Burch said. "We 
actually have some." 
 

09-09-24 Music store to arm employees 
  Manager 'fed up' with burglaries 
An East Side business that has been the target of vandals or 
burglars several times over the last few months plans to arm its 
employees to combat the uptick in crime. 
Brad Linzy, a manager at Moore Music, said the Morgan Avenue 
business has had its front windows broken three times in as many 
months. On one occasion, someone got inside and stole an 
expensive guitar. 
The latest incident happened Thursday morning.  
"We're fed up with it," Linzy said.  
"We're going to stand up for ourselves. This is still the United 
States, and we have a Second Amendment. So, we plan on 
exercising it in defense of our property and our customers." 
Evansville Police Department records show three incidents at the 
store since July 13. 
In the early morning hours of that day, someone smashed the 
front window with a large rock, but the person was gone when 
officers arrived.  
On Tuesday, the replacement window was smashed, and the 
burglar went inside and took an electric guitar worth $1,350. 
Another window was broken Thursday.  
It's time we take a stand on all of this."  
— store owner Pat Moore 



 

 
Page 45

No arrests have been made.  
Pat Moore, the store owner, said his employees approached him 
about buying a gun to offer some kind of protection against the 
crime. Even though none of the incidents happened when the 
store was open, Moore said it's important to be ready if 
something does happen during normal business hours. 
He said he also was motivated by other crimes, such as the armed 
robbery Wednesday night of Apollo Liquors a couple of miles 
west of his store. 
"It's time we take a stand on all of this," he said.  
"It's getting old. It really is." 
Officials with the business still are trying to determine what type 
of gun to purchase. But, Linzy said, they already have read up on 
Indiana law, which stipulates no license or permit is needed to be 
armed in a person's place of business. 
The business is offering a reward for information leading to the 
arrest of the person or persons involved in the previous crimes. It 
also likely will add bars to its windows. 
Linzy, who suspects the crimes may be a reflection of the 
faltering economy, said it's unfortunate the store has to take such 
actions.  
"Music is all about peace and love and harmony more than 
anything," he said. 
"But we feel like we're being assaulted." 
http://www.courierpress.com/news/2009/sep/24/music-store-to-
arm-employees/ 
 

09-09-24 Police seize 400 guns in safe-city initiative  
    Toronto police have seized 400 guns from law-abiding owners 
whose licences had expired or been revoked. 
    Project Safe City saw police seize unlicensed guns within 
Toronto. Owners were given the option to pay to renew their 
licences and pick them up again, or to forfeit the weapon. The 
400 guns shown yesterday were forfeited. None of the owners 
were charged. 
    "This is a crime-prevention initiative," said Superintendent 
Greg Getty of Toronto's guns and gangs unit. 
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/police-seize-400-
guns-in-safe-city-initiative/article1298101/ 
 

09-09-23 MINN Making a case for uncased guns 
  A change in Minnesota's firearms transportation law has some 
hunters happy and some leery. "Safety first" remains the 
overriding theme. 
     When Brad Schultz went ruffed grouse hunting near his home 
at Lake Vermilion the other day, he climbed into his pickup truck 
with his uncased shotgun in the front seat and drove off down the 
road. ¶ A year ago Schultz, a Department of Natural Resources 
conservation officer, would have had to write himself a ticket for 
illegally transporting a firearm. But this fall, for the first time in 
90 years, it's legal for Minnesota hunters to transport uncased 
shotguns and rifles in vehicles. ¶ "I felt a little uncomfortable 
because I'm not used to it," Schultz said.  
   That's likely the same reaction the law change will get this fall 
from many of the state's more than 500,000 hunters. Conservation 
officers have been getting calls asking about the changes. Schultz 
said he checked perhaps 25 grouse hunters over the weekend, and 

75 percent of them had their guns cased, either because they were 
unaware of the change or chose to case their guns anyway. 
   The law change, passed by the Legislature last spring, has many 
implications and also affects duck hunters in boats, hunters using 
ATVs, archery hunters and people at shooting ranges. Some fear 
the change could lead to more hunting-related firearms accidents 
and increased poaching; others say it removes an annoying and 
needless restriction that inconvenienced hunters and shooters. 
   Whatever happens, Minnesotans probably won't see many 
pickups driving around with gun racks in their rear windows -- 
icons in some Western states -- because of key restrictions. 
   What the law says 
   The new law says a person may transport unloaded, uncased 
firearms in vehicles -- including ATVs -- while at a shooting 
range, while lawfully hunting on private or public land or "while 
traveling to or from a site the person intends to hunt lawfully that 
day or has hunted lawfully that day," unless they are: 
   • Within Anoka, Hennepin or Ramsey counties. 
   • Within an area where the discharge of a firearm has been 
prohibited, such as towns or municipalities. 
   • Within the boundaries of a city with a population of 2,500 or 
more. 
   • On school grounds or in areas otherwise restricted under other 
laws. 
   That means hunters could drive from one hunting spot to 
another -- even on a highway -- with an uncased, unloaded 
firearm, as long as they don't travel through a town of 2,500 or 
more. The change also makes it legal for duck hunters to carry 
uncased, unloaded firearms in their boats, which should make it 
easier to dispatch crippled waterfowl. 
   The law defines an unloaded firearm as one with no 
ammunition in the barrels or magazine. (See hunting regulations 
for details on muzzleloaders.) 
    The law's authors -- Rep. David Dill, DFL-Crane Lake, and 
Rep. Tony Cornish, R-Good Thunder -- say the intent is to allow 
hunters and target shooters to move from field to field at a 
shooting range or while hunting without having to case their 
firearms each time. It also was meant to prevent hunters from 
being ticketed for an inconsequential infraction. 
   Schultz said some hunters he's encountered like the change. 
"They said now they don't have to worry about a broken zipper 
on their case, or when they're done with a deer drive, they can 
climb in a vehicle without having to hunt for a gun case." 
   Bows, but no pistols 
  The law applies to long-barreled guns, and not handguns. The 
law also allows uncased bows and crossbows, but neither can be 
armed with a bolt or arrow. 
  DNR opposed change 
   The DNR opposed the change in a report to the Legislature 
earlier this year while the law still was being considered. The 
report said the change "will greatly increase the incidents of 
accidental firearms related injury and death of hunters in and 
around motor vehicles." It also said the change could cause 
confusion among hunters and risks changing the general public's 
acceptance of hunting. 
  But the law passed. 
http://www.startribune.com/sports/outdoors/60449732.html?elr=
KArksi8cyaiUjc8LDyiUiD3aPc:_Yyc:aUU 
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09-09-23 America armed, but guns not necessarily loaded 
    NEW ORLEANS – Bullet-makers are working around the 
clock, seven days a week, and still can't keep up with the nation's 
demand for ammunition. 
    Shooting ranges, gun dealers and bullet manufacturers say they 
have never seen such shortages. Bullets, especially for handguns, 
have been scarce for months because gun enthusiasts are stocking 
up on ammo, in part because they fear President Barack Obama 
and the Democratic-controlled Congress will pass antigun 
legislation — even though nothing specific has been proposed 
and the president last month signed a law allowing people to 
carry loaded guns in national parks. 
    Gun sales spiked when it became clear Obama would be 
elected a year ago and purchases continued to rise in his first few 
months of office. The FBI's National Instant Criminal 
Background Check System reported that 6.1 million background 
checks for gun sales were issued from January to May, an 
increase of 25.6 percent from the same period the year before. 
     "That is going to cause an upswing in ammunition sales," said 
Larry Keane, senior vice president of the National Shooting 
Sports Foundation, a trade association representing about 5,000 
members. "Without bullets a gun is just a paper weight." 
   The shortage for sportsmen is different than the scarcity of 
ammo for some police forces earlier this year, a dearth fueled by 
an increase in ammo use by the military in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
    "We are working overtime and still can't keep up with the 
demand," said Al Russo, spokesman for North Carolina-based 
Remington Arms Company, which makes bullets for rifles, 
handguns and shotguns. "We've had to add a fourth shift and go 
24-7. It's a phenomenon that I have not seen before in my 30 
years in the business." 
    Americans usually buy about 7 billion rounds of ammunition a 
year, according to the National Rifle Association. In the past 
year, that figure has jumped to about 9 billion rounds, said NRA 
spokeswoman Vickie Cieplak. 
     Jason Gregory, who manages Gretna Gun Works just outside 
of New Orleans, has been building his personal supply of 
ammunition for months. His goal is to have at least 1,000 rounds 
for each of his 25 weapons. 
   "I call it the Obama effect," said Gregory, 37, of Terrytown, La. 
"It always happens when the Democrats get in office. It happened 
with Clinton and Obama is even stronger for gun control. 
Ammunition will be the first step, so I'm stocking up while I can." 
    So far, the new administration nor Congress has not been 
markedly antigun. Obama has said he respects Second 
Amendment rights, but favors "common sense" on gun laws. Still, 
worries about what could happen persist. 
   Demand has been so heavy at some Walmarts, a limit was 
imposed on the amount of ammo customers can buy. The cutoff 
varies according to caliber and store location, but sometimes as 
little as one box — or 50 bullets — is allowed. 
   At Barnwood Arms in Ripon, Calif., sales manager Dallas Jett 
said some of the shortages have leveled off, but 45-caliber rounds 
are still hard to find. 
    "We've been in business for 32 years and I've been here for 10 
and we've never seen anything like it," Jett said. "Coming out of 

Christmas everything started to dry up and it was that way all 
through the spring and summer. 
    Nationwide, distributors are scrambling to fill orders from 
retailers. 
    "We used to be able to order 50 or 60 cases and get them in 
three or four days easy, it was never an issue," said Vic Grechniw 
of Florida Ammo Traders, a distributor in Tampa, Fla. "Now you 
are really lucky if you can get one case a month. It just isn't there 
because the demand is way up." 
  A case contains 500 or 1,000 bullets. 
  At Jefferson Gun Outlet and Range in Metairie just west of New 
Orleans, owner Mike Mayer is worried individuals are going to 
start buying by the case. 
    "If someone wants to shoot on the weekend you have to worry 
about having the ammunition for them. And I know some people 
aren't buying to use it at the range, they're taking it home and 
hoarding it."  
    With demand, prices have also risen.  
    "Used to be gold, but now lead is the most expensive metal," 
said Donald Richards, 37, who was stocking up at the Jefferson 
store. "And worth every penny." 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20090923/ap_on_re_us/us_ammo_shortage 

 
09-09-23 Man faces trial after shooting 
     A Texas man testified Tuesday that he did not know why his 
friend and fellow Texan shot him once in the stomach earlier this 
month while they were at the home they shared in South Strabane 
Township.  
   Loyd Ray Stanfield, 45, of Clyde, Texas, will stand trial on 
charges including attempted homicide in the Sept. 9 shooting of 
34-year-old James Willis Jr. of Bowie, Texas. Willis was shot 
once in the abdomen with a .45-caliber handgun.  
   The two were in the living room of a home at 2116 Shawnee 
Drive while they were working on gas wells in the area. 
Stanfield's wife, Shelly, also lived at the home. Willis said he was 
living with the Stanfields after coming here from Texas several 
months ago.  
   Willis said the Stanfields had found a job for him. But after 
learning he would spend much of his time out of town, he 
decided he did not want it and instead found another position. 
Stanfield and Willis had been friends for about nine months. 
    "I knew he'd be a little upset after changing my employment 
and I wanted to give him my reason why for the change," Willis 
said.  
    Stanfield wiped tears from his eyes during much of the 
testimony. He also whispered to Willis as he was led out of the 
courtroom, "I'm sorry. I'm sorry."  
   Willis said he drank a six pack of beer at the home of another 
friend before returning to the Stanfields' to explain why he was 
changing jobs.  
   "His wife said that I should've let them know, but I don't recall 
any confrontation," Willis said. "We never got sideways on 
something. We never had a screaming match."  
   Willis said he sat on the couch and played his guitar while 
Shelly Stanfield sang. He and Stanfield both had shots of whiskey 
and moonshine. Stanfield drank whiskey while Willis drank beer.  
  Stanfield's wife went to bed. Stanfield retired just about 
midnight.  
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    "I went to the bathroom downstairs before going to bed," 
Willis told Assistant District Attorney Joshua Carroll. "When I 
turned to go up the stairs, I saw him with a gun. I saw the barrel 
of the gun pointing down at me. I heard a shot and felt the 
percussion. I could smell gunpowder."  
   Willis said he turned and ran toward the kitchen when he heard 
another gunshot.  
   "I could see the hole in my chest and the blood coming out," 
Willis said. "I told him, 'You shot me.' I told him to call an 
ambulance or I'll bleed to death."  
    South Strabane police Officer Timothy Gray said they first 
received a report of suspicious activity. When he and Officer 
Carmine Molinaro arrived, Shelly Stanfield came running down 
to where they were parked, crying.  
   "She said she woke up and saw blood all over the house," Gray 
said.  
   Gray went around the back of the townhouse and saw a man, 
later identified as Stanfield, on the floor half in and half out of the 
house. He got up and went back inside the home.  
    "I could see him holding a black handgun in his right hand," 
Gray said.  
   After backup officers arrived, police went into the house and 
took Stanfield into custody. The gun was found in a bedroom 
closet.  
   Township police Detective Ken Torboli said Stanfield refused 
to give them a statement about what happened but instead asked 
for a lawyer. Torboli also conducted gunshot residue tests on 
both Stanfields. The residue was sent to the state police 
laboratory for testing.  
   Stanfield also faces trial on charges of aggravated assault, 
reckless endangerment and discharging a firearm inside an 
occupied structure.  Weller denied a request to amend his 
$50,000 bond, and Stanfield was returned to Washington County 
Jail. http://www.observer-reporter.com/OR/Story/09-23-man-
held-in-shooting 

 
09-09-23 Witnesses still keeping silent after W. Philly man 
gunned down in Darby 
  For the second time this week, a man was shot to death before a 
crowd of people, none of whom are cooperating with police. 
   Isaiah McLendon, 21, of West Philadelphia, was sitting on the 
steps of a friend’s house in the area of Third Street and Darby 
Terrace in Darby Borough around 10 p.m. Monday when an 
assailant walked up and began shooting, police said. 
    Shot numerous times, McLendon was transported to a 
Philadelphia hospital where he was pronounced dead, according 
to police. 
   Investigators believe there were at least 50 witnesses to the 
shooting, but everyone interviewed by police has maintained they 
didn’t see anything. 
   Just last month, McLendon pleaded guilty in a Philadelphia 
Court to possession of illegal drugs with intent to deliver. He was 
immediately placed on parole and was sentenced to five years 
probation. 
   McLendon’s murder marks the second homicide in Darby 
Borough this year, and the second in the county this week. 
   Sunday evening, 19-year-old Felix Pizarro was shot and killed 
during a pickup basketball game in the East Side of Chester. 

Chester investigators believe more than 100 people were at the 
Pulaski Playground when someone opened fire from inside of a 
white Crown Victoria. Five people were shot, including Pizarro. 
   As with the Darby shooting, witnesses are not cooperating. 
   Chester police have fanned out across the city trying to find 
those responsible. But as of Tuesday afternoon, investigators 
have not received any tips about the drive-by shooting that killed 
Pizarro and injured four others, one critically. 
   “There are no calls that I’m aware of at all,” said Chester 
Detective Capt. Joseph Massi. 
   Criminals, from street thugs to murderers, have successfully 
intimidated whole communities into turning a blind eye to their 
criminal activity, police and prosecutors say. 
   Hampered in their criminal investigations by silent witnesses, 
police are also fighting a never-ending battle against the vast 
number of illegal handguns on the street. 
   During the first nine months of this year there have been 17 
homicides in the county, including 10 in Chester. All but two of 
the homicides were committed with firearms. 
   In addition to the murders, there have been about 82 shootings 
in Chester this year, not including several over the past weekend. 
   While that number is down from the 150 shootings in 2008, it’s 
still a large number for a city the size of Chester. 
   Just last week, Chester police locked up four men for illegally 
carrying weapons. Between Sept. 12 and 16, a stolen 9 mm 
semiautomatic handgun loaded with 18 rounds, a loaded .22-
caliber revolver with its serial number altered and a 9 mm 
handgun were confiscated during unrelated arrests. 
   “I’m not against the NRA. It’s just not right for a town of 
37,000 people to confiscate three guns in a three-day period,” 
said Massi. 
   Massi credited federal and state law enforcement authorities for 
their recent push to combat the straw purchase of firearms. But 
it’s not enough, he said. 
    “Something needs to be done at the national and state level to 
curtail these guns from getting out on the streets the way they 
are,” Massi said. “The streets are just flooded with them.” 
   Anyone with information about the Darby Borough homicide 
can call police at 610-586-1100. 
   Information about the Chester homicide can be given to police 
by calling Detective James Nolan at 610-447-8429 or Delaware 
County Detective Michael Jay at 610-891-4700. 
   Information can also be given anonymously by calling the 
Chester City Tip Line at 610-447-7810. 
http://www.delcotimes.com/articles/2009/09/23/news/doc4ab9e9
9112bc5191348141.txt 
 

09-09-22 Harrisburg man charged with homicide in shooting 
death 
   An uptown Harrisburg, Pa., man was charged with homicide in 
Saturday's accidental shooting death of an 18-year-old man. 
Daron Bradley, 18, of the 600 block of Curtin Street, who turned 
himself in to police today, was charged in connection with the 
death of Kristoffer W. Holmes. 
    Holmes was shot in the chest at 6:19 p.m. Saturday in the 600 
block of Curtin Street, police said, while some people were 
looking at and handling a gun. 
   Bradley has now been charged with homicide and with carrying 
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a firearm without a license and former convict not to possess a 
firearm, Harrisburg Mayor Stephen R. Reed said.  Bradley is 
being booked on those charges and will be remanded to the 
Dauphin County Prison. Also, Reed said, a 17-year-old male has 
been charged with possession of a firearm by a minor, possession 
of a firearm without a license, and tampering with evidence, for 
his involvement with the incident.  He has been remanded to the 
Schaffner Detention Center on those charges.  
   Dauphin County District Attorney Edward M. Marsico Jr. said 
the shooting was not intentional but was reckless. 
    "It's another illegal gun that's led to a death," Marsico said. 
"But whether it was an intentional act or not, the result is the 
same: One person is dead and another is facing a long prison 
term." 
http://www.pennlive.com/midstate/index.ssf/2009/09/harrisburg_
man_charged_with_ho.html 
 

09-09-22 Police: Man Carried BB Rifle Near York City 
School  
Timothy Dean Anderson, 51, Charged With Violating City 
Ordinance 
    A 51-year-old man is charged in connection with carrying a 
BB rifle near a York City school.  
   Timothy Dean Anderson, of the 300 block of Chestnut Street, 
told police that he was in the area of the old York County Prison 
looking for rodents that he has seen behind his home.  
     Anderson is charged with violating the city ordinance that 
prohibits possession and use of air rifles in the city.  
   Police Searched School 
     Around 8 a.m., police received a call from a passer-by who 
said a man with a shotgun had been spotted on the campus of 
Goode Elementary (see interactive map below for exact location). 
More than 30 police officers responded and the school's 600 
students were in lockdown for part of Tuesday morning.  
   Officers searched the school and found the man. They said he 
had a BB gun -- not a shotgun. Officials said apparently he was 
never a threat to students, but he was taken into custody. It's not 
clear at this point what charges he may face.  
    Classes have been dismissed for the day at the school.  
    Parents Rattled 
   The incident caused a scare for students, staff and parents, 
many of whom waited outside the school until they were able to 
take their children home.  
   "I was at the hospital holding my newborn, and I got a phone 
call saying that there was an incident at Goode School. And of 
course, I ran over here," said parent Luis Rivera.  
   "I feel relieved -- good relief -- knowing that she's OK," said 
parent Donny Coon. 
http://www.wgal.com/news/21058461/detail.html 
 

09-09-22 Man shot, killed in Darby overnight 
  Darby police are reporting a shooting overnight. 
  According to the police, multiple shots were fired at 3rd and 
Darby Terrace. 
   Isaiah McLendon, 21, of West Philadelphia, was shot several 
times and died at the hospital. 
   Police believe there are at least 50 people who witnessed the 
shooting, but none came forward. According to police, potential 

witnesses say they did not see anything or refused comment. 
    If anyone has information on the fatal shooting, call Darby 
police at 610-586-1100. 
http://www.delcotimes.com/articles/2009/09/22/news/doc4ab8ae
b3c1eb6133769308.txt 
 

09-09-21 Kalashnikov Maker Files for Bankruptcy  
   The Court of Arbitration of the Republic of Udmurtia 
registered a petition in bankruptcy of JSC Izhmash (Izhevsk 
Mechanical Works), the largest firearms maker in Russia, 
Interfax reports. The court hearings to investigate the causes of 
the petition will be held on October 7, 2009 
    Izhmash ships firearms to 15 countries of the world. Based in 
Izhevsk and founded in 1807 at the decree of Tsar Alexander I, 
and is now one of the largest corporations in its field. It makes 
the famous Kalashnikov series of assault rifle, along with a host 
of other Russian arms, including medium cannons, missiles, and 
guided shells. Izhmash also produces other goods, such as 
motorcycles and cars.  
     Their products are currently in use in a wide variety of 
countries, ranging from well established countries such as the 
United Kingdom, Germany and France to the developing 
countries of Asia, Africa and Latin America.  
    The biathlon rifles include the 7-2, 7-3/7-3A youth/women's 
models as well as the 7-4 and 7-4A men's model. They have been 
used in Europe and the USA.  
    Izhmash, the pride of the nation’s defense industry, may prove 
to be an unprofitable enterprise. Udmurtia’s Court of Arbitration 
will look into the financial documents of the group of enterprises 
of Izhmash Concern. If reasons for bankruptcy are unveiled, 
Russia’s largest maker of firearms will have to be reorganized.  
    Bankruptcy proceedings, if they take place, will relieve 
Izhmash of its debt burden.  
      It is worthy of note that the production at Molotov Works, a 
part of Izhmash Concern and the maker of the renowned 
Kalashnikov assault rifle, was stopped not so long ago, news 
agencies said. The production was stopped due to the absence of 
the state order: the company has no money to pay salaries to 
employees and return debts to creditors.  
http://english.pravda.ru/business/companies/109412-kalashnikov-0 

 

09-09-18 Police: Del. Man Grew 10-Foot Pot Plants 
  A 52-year-old man faces drug charges after 10-foot-tall 
marijuana plants were found growing in his backyard, according 
to Delaware State Police. 
   Ralph Merrill Jr., 52, of the 8000 Block of Portsville Road in 
Laurel, was arrested after a one-month investigation into a 
marijuana manufacturing case that including the help of a state 
police helicopter, authorities said. 
  A total of 16 marijuana plants were found growing to a height of 
approximately 10 feet each. Investigators said the fully-mature 
plants were found to have a combined weight of approximately 
84 pounds, and detectives were able to link the marijuana 
manufacturing to Merrill. 
  Additional marijuana was located inside his residence along 
with drug paraphernalia and four firearms. 
   Merrill was charged with manufacturing marijuana, possession 
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of drug paraphernalia and related charges, state police said. He 
was arrested Friday and then released on an unsecured bond. 
http://www.delcotimes.com/articles/2009/09/18/news/doc4ab3e7
1c5b295160969592.txt 
 

09-09-18 FBI Offers $5,000 Reward For Stolen Weapons 
   The FBI's Indianapolis office has posted a $5,000 reward for 
information leading to the arrest in the theft of weapons and 
equipment from a vehicle parked in a residential neighborhood in 
the northwest section of that city. 
   During the evening hours of Sept. 16 and morning hours of 
Sept. 17,  thieves broke into 10 additional vehicles or residences 
in the area, according to Michael Welch, special agent. 
    The stolen weapons include an H & K MP5/10A3 10 mm gun, 
a Rock River Arms LAR-15 rifle, and a Springfield 1911A1 .45 
caliber handgun. Additionally, a large green duffel-style gear bag 
was stolen that contained an FBI SWAT uniform and two sets of 
green-colored body armor, one set having FBI letters displayed 
on the front and back. 
   The FBI, along with agents and officers of the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives (BATFE), the 
Indiana State Police (ISP), and the Indianapolis Metropolitan 
Police Department (IMPD), are jointly investigating this matter. 
    Anyone with information regarding the above is asked to 
contact the FBI's Indianapolis office at (317) 639-3301. 
http://www.policemag.com/Channel/Weapons/News/2009/09/18/
FBI-Offers-5-000-Reward-For-Stolen-Weapons.aspx 

 
09-09-16  Baltimore College Student Kills Intruder With 
Sword 
Johns Hopkins Student Cut Man's Hand Off 
    BALTIMORE, Md. -- A Baltimore college student used a 
samurai sword to kill an intruder Tuesday morning. 
   The Johns Hopkins University student found the intruder in his 
garage at about 1:20 a.m., police said.  
   When the student asked the man to leave, the man accosted 
him, police said.  
The student told police he was defending himself when he cut the 
man's hand off. He also cut the man on his upper body.  
    The man died at the scene.  
    There is no decision yet on whether charges will be filed. 
http://www.wgal.com/news/20923887/detail.html 
 

09-09-16 Philly Police Meet To Discuss Layoffs 
   Philadelphia police officials are meeting with officers who are 
reportedly on the list to lose their jobs in wake of the city's 
budget crisis. 
    CBS 3 has learned nearly 900 officers could be affected. If the 
budget deal doesn't pass by the deadline, layoff notices will go 
out Friday. Commissioner Charles Ramsey is scheduled to 
address some of the officers Wednesday evening. It is the first of 
three planned meetings. 
http://cbs3.com/topstories/philadelphia.budget.crisis.2.1188230.html 
 

09-09-16 At some point, gun owners must wonder if they’re 
being played  
   Historically, politicians from all over the political spectrum 
have had a rather annoying habit of acknowledging the existence 

of firearms owners and gun rights groups only when they need 
their votes. 
      While that’s not a rule carved in stone, it is hardly a rare 
situation. I recall a certain long-term congressman from a western 
state who, years ago facing re-election, arranged through a staffer 
to have his photograph taken to appear on the cover of a now-
defunct outdoors publication. So the congressman shows up, 
somebody hands him a shotgun that was not his, and a pheasant 
that he did not shoot and poses him in front of a tree in the alley 
behind the building so he could extol his support for sportsmen. 
And ever since, that guy has not supported a single major pro-gun 
bill. 
     More recently, after having been a pro-gun member of the 
111th Congress from New York’s 20th District, Democrat Kirstin 
Gillibrand – now elevated to the Senate seat vacated by Hillary 
Clinton when she became Secretary of State – has been voting 
consistently anti-gun, and just the other day she joined only six 
other senators to oppose a measure that cut funding to the anti-
gun ACORN organization in the midst of a scandal that suggests 
the organization has no moral compass at all.  
     Virginia’s Mark Warner, another Democrat who has appeared 
in a video extolling the virtues of waterfowl hunting for an 
afternoon, accused the National Rifle Association of having been 
“hijacked by those who are in the extreme” during the 
confirmation process for freshman Supreme Court Associate 
Justice Sonia Sotomayor, who has twice been involved in anti-
gun rights rulings while on the Second Circuit Court of Appeals.  
    I think the NRA at some point has gone beyond its mission, 
and are perhaps allowing themselves to get hijacked by those 
who are in the extreme.” – Sen. Mark Warner (D-VA)  
      When Warner was Virginia governor a few years ago, he 
signed several pro-gun bills, but it now appears he did so only 
because the Legislature was strongly Republican. Warner had 
earlier voiced support for the 1994 Clinton gun ban. Now he's 
insulting and angering NRA members. 
     Who can forget the famous Warner quote that suggests a 
coalition of conservative groups, including the NRA, had “just 
about completely taken over the Republican Party” in Virginia. In 
his words, this was “a whole coalition of people that have all 
sorts of different views that I think most of us in this room would 
find threatening to them and what it means to be an American.” 
Hmmm, isn’t this another way of defining “diversity?” If that’s a 
threat to “what it means to be an American,” perhaps Sen. 
Warner – who voted for Sotomayor’s confirmation – ought to 
examine his own party before taking shots at the NRA. 
     Democrat Sen. Claire McCaskill from Missouri – where the 
24th annual Gun Rights Policy Conference unfolds Sept. 25-27 in 
St. Louis – has never been pro-gun except during her campaign 
for the seat she now holds. As Larry Keane, vice president and 
general counsel for the National Shooting Sports Foundation 
recalled in a scathing piece he wrote about candidate McCaskill 
“stalking hunters’ and gun owners’ votes” in the Oct. 20, 2006 
edition of Human Events, “She’s running radio spots claiming 
that by following her dad through the woods as he hunted she 
learned to value and protect the 2nd Amendment.”  
    I think the fact the NRA is scoring that vote is dumb.” – Sen. 
Claire McCaskill (D-MO)  
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     This is the same Claire McCaskill who opposed concealed 
carry in Missouri, and who balked at the NRA for having the 
audacity to score votes on a recent Senate measure that would 
have established national concealed carry reciprocity.  
     That was the vote that demonstrated just how deceptive some 
Democrats are on gun rights. The measure, sponsored by staunch 
pro-gun Republican Sen. John Thune of South Dakota, required 
60 votes for passage. Democrats, including Mark Pryor and 
Blanche Lincoln from Arkansas, played what Huffington Post 
blogger Ryan Grim revealed was a game of political sleight-of-
hand, counting votes and giving one another cover under the 
watchful eye of choreographer Sen. Chuck Schumer, essentially 
so they could go home and tell the folks that they had voted with 
the NRA, but the measure still failed. The way Democrats set up 
the vote, it would have been nearly impossible not to fail, but it 
should have succeeded. 
    Before passing the D.C. vote measure, the Senate voted 62-36 
to adopt an amendment that would expand gun rights in the 
nation’s capital. Gillibrand joined 32 other Democrats and the 
two independents who caucus with them in opposing the 
proposal. 
     In my book last year with Alan Gottlieb, These Dogs Don’t 
Hunt: The Democrats’ War on Guns, we took a hard look at how 
Democrats, as a party, had established such an awful history on 
gun rights that they became known as “The Party of Gun 
Control.” It is a label they just can’t shake, despite the efforts of 
many pro-gun individual members, including the 65 courageous 
House Democrats I wrote about in March who sent a letter to 
Attorney General Eric Holder, telling him to back off on gun 
control initiatives because such measures would not get their 
support. 
     It is not enough for Democrats or Republicans to claim they 
“support the Second Amendment.” That kind of rhetoric is cheap 
and meaningless, and it is dished out by people who think 
American gun owners are a stupid lot that meet the stereotype 
depicted in all too many anti-gun editorial cartoons, that of a 
paranoid fool. You know, the kind of conservative whack job that 
candidate Barack Obama whined about at a 2008 San Francisco 
fund raiser, people who “get bitter, they cling to guns or religion 
or antipathy to people who aren’t like them.” 
     A truly pro-gun Democrat would have had his or her name on 
that March letter, drawing a line in the sand they vowed to 
protect when they ran for election and asked for your votes. 
     With Democrats in trouble and the mid-term elections 
looming in 14 months, pay close attention to how many of these 
politicians at some point start reaching out to appeal to those very 
gun owners whose rights they routinely disregard.  
     Members of the NRA and other gun rights organizations are 
tired of being taken for suckers. Democrats learned that the hard 
way in 1994, and in 2010, they may get a refresher course.  
http://www.examiner.com/x-4525-Seattle-Gun-Rights-
Examiner~y2009m9d16-At-some-point-gun-owners-must-
wonder-if-theyre-being-played 
 

09-09-16  FBI Director: Problems With ATF Linger  
    WASHINGTON -- FBI Director Robert Mueller conceded to 
Congress Wednesday that turf fights persist between his agents 
and the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives. 

    Mr. Mueller was asked at a Senate hearing about a report by 
the Associated Press on Tuesday that government probers had 
found persistent feuding between the two law enforcement 
agencies, despite repeated efforts by the Justice Department to 
settle the conflict. 
   A draft report by the Justice Department's Office of Inspector 
General, an internal agency watchdog, found the conflicts have 
led agents to race each other to crime scenes, withhold 
information from each other, and refuse to train together. 
    Republican Sen. Charles Grassley of Iowa criticized the Justice 
Department's supervision of the FBI and ATF and said the report 
raises serious concerns about the problems between the agencies. 
Mr. Grassley asked the FBI director if the problems between the 
two agencies have been fixed, as they had claimed last year. 
"They have not all been resolved," said Mr. Mueller. "As the 
inspector general points out, there are still issues." 
   Mr. Mueller said the problem isn't an institutional clash, but a 
case of individuals who "live more in the past than they should," 
and still hold onto old interagency resentments. 
   "At the top level, I think cooperation is excellent. When you get 
down to the field, there are pockets where it is not so good," Mr. 
Mueller said. 
   The inspector general's draft report found a major part of the 
problem stems from a lack of clear direction from the Justice 
Department, which has responsibility for settling disagreements 
between the two. 
   Mr. Grassley complained that the agencies told him last year 
that they had resolved their disputes, and yet the report indicates 
such fighting continues. He also said the Justice Department has 
failed to answer questions on the subject. 
   The department owes it to taxpayers, Mr. Grassley argued, to 
settle their disputes and work together. 
Mr. Mueller said the two sides work together well most of the 
time, but there are exceptions. 
   The inspector general's report is still being updated and it isn't 
clear when the final version will be released publicly. 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB125311460764516181.html 

 
09-09-15 Police: Ky. politician said he 'wanted revenge' 
    A one-time Kentucky political star whose reputation was 
tarnished by an ex-girlfriend's domestic violence allegations told 
police of wanting revenge when he was arrested in a cemetery 
hours after she was shot to death. 
      Republican Steve Nunn, who had aspirations of using what 
one lawmaker called his family's "magic name" to follow his 
father into the governor's office, instead sat Tuesday in a rural jail 
cell after being charged with murder the previous night. He was 
arrested Friday by police investigating the death of the woman 
who had months earlier accused him of attacking her - and cost 
him his job in state government. 
    Nunn lamented that he lost the job because of a domestic 
violence case and couldn't get another when officers found him 
with self-inflicted wrist wounds near his parents' graves in a rural 
cemetery, according to arrest documents filed late Monday. 
Nunn, however, stopped short of confessing to the woman's 
slaying, Lexington Detective Todd Iddings said in the affidavit. 
   Iddings wrote that Nunn talked of revenge and said of the 
suicide attempt that "he was sorry for not completing the job." 
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The son of former Republican Gov. Louie Nunn was treated for 
the injuries at a Bowling Green hospital before being moved to 
the jail in Hart County, about 100 miles southwest of Lexington. 
   The former state lawmaker has also been charged with violating 
a protective order taken out by 29-year-old Amanda Ross, whose 
body was found outside her Lexington town home. 
   "She was scared to death of the guy," said Dale Emmons, a 
longtime friend of the Ross family. "She told me multiple times 
that he was going to do something to hurt her." 
   Asked about the murder charge, Nunn's attorney, Astrida 
Lemkins, replied, "The case will be tried in the courts and not in 
the press. Our sympathies are with the Ross family for their loss. 
We don't want to create a circus atmosphere and we'll keep our 
comments to a minimum." 
     She said Tuesday she spent several hours with Nunn at jail 
and that he's was aware he could face the death penalty if 
convicted. Nunn, who most recently served as deputy secretary of 
the Kentucky Cabinet for Health and Family Services, also faces 
multiple counts of wanton endangerment after officers say he 
brandished a handgun towards them Friday. 
    The charges represent a shocking low for a man once 
considered a star of the state GOP. Republican state Rep. Lonnie 
Napier of Lancaster said Nunn bore a "magic name" in Kentucky 
politics, and backed it up with a reputation as a hard-working and 
compassionate lawmaker. 
   Nunn spent 15 years as a state representative until losing a bid 
for re-election in 2006. He also ran unsuccessfully for the GOP 
gubernatorial nomination in 2003. 
   "Steve looked to be a rising star at that time," Napier said by 
phone Tuesday. 
   "I think when his daddy died, something happened to Steve," 
Napier said. "I believe he started going downhill at that time. It's 
a sad situation on both sides, both families." 
   Nunn returned to state government in 2007 as deputy secretary 
of the Cabinet for Health and Family Services, but was put on 
administrative leave in February after he was charged with 
domestic violence. He resigned in March. 
     Fayette County court records show that Ross had a protective 
order stemming from the domestic violence charge that was in 
effect through March 2010. The order also required that Nunn 
not have any firearms. 
    Ross claimed in the February complaint that Nunn became 
violent during an argument at her home and hit her in the face 
four times. The complaint also said Nunn pushed her against a 
wall, broke a lamp and threw a cup of bourbon at her. 
    Nunn said at the time that Ross blocked him from leaving her 
apartment, struck him in the face and threw him into the lamp. 
    Iddings said that Nunn spoke in derogatory terms about Ross 
in a letter found in his car after his arrest and told investigators 
that "he was at the end of his rope and wanted revenge." Troopers 
found him at the Cosby Methodist Church cemetery in Hart 
County. When they approached, Nunn fired one shot from a 38. 
caliber revolver, the same caliber that was used to kill Ross, 
Iddings said. 
  The detective said Nunn declined to answer questions regarding 
the Lexington slaying. 

   "When asked directly if he caused Ms. Ross' death, he either 
evaded answering the question or advised he did not want to 
answer that question," Iddings said. 
    Ross was director of financial standards and examination for 
the Kentucky Department of Insurance. Co-worker Rhonda Sloan 
described her as "a dear friend and a valued employee." 
  "She was an extremely bright and talented woman with a 
wonderful sense of humor," Sloan said. 
http://www.bradenton.com/439/story/1708057.html 
 

09-09-15 Cop pleads guilty in Ansonia kidnap case 
   A Bridgeport cop arrested in Ansonia last year has pleaded 
guilty to charges of second-degree kidnapping with a firearm and 
second-degree assault with a firearm. 
   Under a plea agreement, Andre Orbegozo of Naugatuck is 
expected to receive a sentence of 15 years, suspended after five 
years served, and five years probation, according to State’s 
Attorney Kevin Lawlor. 
   Orbegozo entered the plea in Superior Court in Milford on 
Sept. 9. He won’t be sentenced until after a pre-sentence 
investigation, which is scheduled to start in early December, 
according to Lawlor. 
    Orbegozo was arrested in June 2008 after he allegedly 
kidnapped at gunpoint another Bridgeport officer from her 
Ansonia home. 
http://www.nhregister.com/articles/2009/09/15/blotter/doc4aaf7a
af3e823633876829.txt 
 

09-09-15 CaseCruzer - Universal 5-Pack Gun Case Is Gung 
Ho on Handgun Transport Safety! 
    New security case gives sportsmen and law enforcement peace 
of mind when packing Colt, Glock, SIG-Sauer and other firearms 
   When handguns travel, they don't require fancy seats or 
refreshments. They need first-class protection from thieves, 
thoughtless baggage handlers and Murphy's Law - Anything that 
can go wrong, will go wrong. Collectors, sportsmen and law 
enforcement professionals can now hit the skyways and byways 
fully armed and completely at ease. CaseCruzer has them covered 
with the GunCruzer Universal 5-Pack Gun Case. 
     Government and military law enforcers who respect 
excellence will salute the Universal 5-Pack Gun Case. The base 
and top are soft on the inside, hard as nails on the outside. 
Polyethylene foam absorbs the blows of rough roads and 
turbulent air flights. When closed, the lid secures handguns with 
convoluted, egg-crate style foam. Civilians who travel to shooting 
ranges and gun shows will be equally pleased: prized collections 
can now be locked down in an indestructible yet lightweight 
vault. It's only 11.9 lbs when empty. 
      This field-tested carrying case can store up to five handguns 
and 10 magazines in custom-cut Polyethylene foam cavities. The 
gun cavity dimensions are 9.23"L x 4.75"H and welcome a wide 
range of name-brands: Colt, Sig Sauer, Smith & Wesson, Glock, 
H&K, XD, and STI International. Caliber sizes include: 9mm (or 
.380mm), 10mm, .40, .45, .38 Special, .357 Magnum and .44 
Magnum. Foam plugs keep smaller handguns snug. There are 
also cutouts for optional desiccant, a hygroscopic substance that 
induces or sustains dry conditions - essential for handguns that 
must endure wild climate change.  
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    These gun cases are designed with a trustworthy single folding 
front handle with a no-slip over-molded cushion grip. Ideal for 
on-the-go enthusiasts and law enforcement pros for whom fast 
deployment and mobility are the name of the game. The 
Universal 5-Pack Gun Case is available in black only: handguns 
don't like pretty; it draws attention.  
     The waterproof case is buoyant up to 69.9 lbs. It is also dust 
and sand proof, with an IP67 rating. Other certificates include 
MIL C-4150J and STANAG 4280. It also comes with an airline 
safe ATA 300 rating.  
    Weather conditions that are too hot or cold or just plain nasty 
are no concern: These Pelican cases shrug off temperature ranges 
of minus 10 to 210 degrees Fahrenheit. A soul mate for 
Homeland Security personnel with extreme oaths to uphold. A 
bragging rights bonanza for outdoor shooting range aficionados. 
     There are no guarantees in life - except for those who own the 
versatile and indestructible GunCruzer Universal 5-pack gun 
case. It's unconditional lifetime guarantee always comes along for 
the ride. CaseCruzer matches all things Pelican and adds another, 
intangible dimension. Call it Gung ho! 
     The CaseCruzer network of companies provides the 
community with the most comprehensive packaging solutions 
available on reusable carrying cases for applications such as 
Communications, Photography, Computers, Electronics, 
Weapons, Medical, Transportation and other industrial shipping 
and carrying case uses. For more info about the new Pelican case, 
visit www.casecruzer.com; call 800-882-4730 in the U.S. or 909-
613-1999 internationally; fax 909-465-5598; or write to 
CaseCruzer at 4665 State Street, Montclair, CA 91763. 
http://www.bradenton.com/452/story/1708161.html 
 

09-09-15 International Symposium and Workshop on 
Explosives Detection Set for San Diego, October 20 - 23 
    Several U.S. Government departments and agencies will 
sponsor the Explosives Detection 2009 Symposium and 
Workshop to be held in San Diego, CA, during October 20 - 23. 
It is part of the United States' continuing effort to enhance 
security and combat terrorism here, in military operations abroad, 
and among allied nations. 
   The international event will provide a venue for U.S. and allied 
governments, academia and industry to share information, 
advance technology, develop partnerships, provide first 
responder training, and demonstrate capabilities in explosives 
detection. Attendees will include first responders, government 
sponsors, and policy- and standards-setting organizations from 
federal, state and local governments, as well as military agencies. 
     The sponsors are the Department of Defense Combating 
Terrorism Technical Support Office (CTTSO); the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation; Department of State; Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives; Transportation Security 
Administration's Office of Security Technology; and Department 
of Homeland Security's Directorate for Science and Technology.  
    The four-day event will bring together a diverse group of 
scientists, industry professionals, academics, and end-users for 
discussions and interaction covering a wide range of disciplines 
within the field of explosives detection. Among attendees and 
exhibitors will be some of the world's foremost authorities on the 
science, technology and employment of detection equipment and 

systems for dealing with explosives used in terrorism and other 
criminal activities. 
     Included among training opportunities at the event will be the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation   National Improvised Explosives 
Familiarization Training Course; Department of Justice certified 
course on Incident Response to Terrorist Bombings; Department 
of Homeland Security certified course on Prevention and 
Response to Suicide Bombings Incidents; and Department of 
Homeland Security certified course on Understanding and 
Planning for School Bomb Incidents. 
    Individuals interested in attending the Explosives Detection 
Symposium and Workshop are encouraged to register online at 
https://enstg.com/signup and enter attendee code COM19570. 
The general attendance fee is $350. 
     Companies, agencies and other organizations interested in 
exhibiting are encouraged to apply online at 
https://enstg.com/signup and enter the exhibitor code 
COM33711. There is an exhibitor fee of $2,500 for a booth space 
with 2 free conference passes. 
   Everyone is welcome to register; however, individuals will be 
vetted before they are approved for attendance and credentials 
issued. Attendance is at the sole discretion of the CTTSO. 
http://www.bradenton.com/452/story/1709409.html 
 

09-09-15 California Firearms Retailers Urge Veto of 3 Anti-
Gun Bills 
   The California Association of Firearms Retailers (CAFR) and 
the National Shooting Sports Foundation (NSSF) -- the trade 
association for the firearms and ammunition industry -- are urging 
Gov. Schwarzenegger (R) to veto three ill-conceived and 
burdensome anti-gun bills that would hurt independent businesses 
and law-abiding firearms owners in the state.  
     The Governor will have until October 11 to veto the bills: 
ammunition registration (AB 962), burdensome and unnecessary 
regulations that duplicate existing requirements under federal law 
governing the sale of firearms (SB 41) and prohibitions on the 
lawful sale of firearms and ammunition at the Cow Palace 
exhibition center (SB 585).  
   In a time of great economic uncertainty in the Golden State, it 
is estimated that the three bills would cost California at least 
$2.92 million annually in lost sales taxes, $629,000 in increased 
operating costs for state agencies and $180,000 in lost Cow 
Palace revenue. Lost retail sales in California are estimated at 
$35.7 million.  
     The CAFR and NSSF have made defeating all three bills a top 
legislative priority. Efforts to defeat the legislation include 
issuing multiple legislative alerts to retailers, sportsmen and gun-
owners in California and running a 60-second radio spot up and 
down the coast urging opposition to ammunition registration.  
   "The three anti-gun bills currently on the governor's desk will 
do nothing to curb crime and only serve to hurt small, 
independent businesses that are already struggling in a poor 
economy," said NSSF Senior Vice President and General 
Counsel Lawrence G. Keane. "Governor Schwarzenegger should 
demonstrate strong leadership and veto these ill-considered and 
burdensome bills."  
    More information on the bills: 
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    AB 962 -- Would require that firearms dealers and other 
vendors of ammunition keep a registry of all buyers of handgun 
ammunition. The bill would also ban all mail order and Internet 
sales of handgun ammunition and reloading components. 
    SB 41-- Would further burden firearms retailers by requiring 
additional paperwork and documentation on the date of delivery 
of all firearms to a buyer. This bill equally affects consumers of 
firearms as the increased dealer costs would be passed along to 
the purchaser.  
   The bill also requires dealers to sign and to obtain the signature 
of the buyer or other transferee of a handgun on the Department 
of Justice Dealers Record of Sale (DROS) form indicating that 
the handgun has been delivered and the date upon which the 
delivery was made. It would further require dealers to date and 
sign a form stating that the buyer of a rifle or shotgun had taken 
possession of the gun. 
   SB 585 -- Would prohibit the lawful sale of firearms and 
ammunition at the Cow Palace exhibition facility near San 
Francisco, located in Agricultural District 1-A, and would make a 
violation of that prohibition a crime. Its purpose is to ban gun 
shows at the Cow Palace and to set a precedent for the banning of 
all gun shows at other state-owned facilities where many 
sportsmen buy firearms and ammunition.  
   In California all firearms bought and sold at gun shows must be 
transferred through a federally licensed firearms retailer who is 
required under federal and state law to run a background check 
on the prospective buyer. 
http://www.bradenton.com/452/story/1710060.html 
 

09-09-15 AP Exclusive: Probe finds FBI, ATF feud over cases 
  (09-15) 14:15 PDT WASHINGTON (AP) -- 
   A draft government report says agents of the FBI and the 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives are 
feuding over bomb investigations. 
   A copy of the draft obtained by The Associated Press finds the 
competing agencies race each other to crime scenes, fail to share 
information, and refuse to train together. 
    The report says Justice Department bosses have repeatedly 
failed to fix the problem. The report is still being finalized by the 
Justice Department's inspector general, Glenn Fine. 
     The draft says the two agencies have fought repeated battles to 
claim control of explosives investigations across the country, 
from New York City's Times Square to Oregon and Los Angeles. 
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-
bin/article.cgi?f=/n/a/2009/09/15/national/w141523D45.DTL 
 

09-09-15 York City Council urges state passage of gun law 
   Members vote 4-1 to tell state legislature to require reporting of 
lost and stolen firearms. 
     The York City Council voted 4-1 Tuesday to send a resolution 
to the state legislature recommending the adoption of a state law 
requiring the reporting of lost and stolen guns, ending nearly a 
year of debate on the controversial subject.  
    Last November, York City Councilwoman Toni Smith 
introduced a proposal, backed by the city administration, for a 
city law that would require lost and stolen firearms to be 
reported.  

   Supporters said a law would help crack down on straw 
purchasers and keep illegal guns off the street. Opponents said it 
would not be effective and would punish the innocent.  
   Throughout the debate, some council members said they were 
concerned about the proposal, since state law prohibits 
municipalities from making their own gun laws.  
   On Tuesday, Smith introduced a resolution urging the state to 
take up the matter. Her proposed law, tabled at an earlier 
meeting, was left to die at the end of the year.  
   York City Police Commissioner Mark Whitman said he would 
have preferred the law, but "we are grateful that at the very least 
we have a resolution from the city."  
     Council President Joe Musso was the lone dissenter among the 
council members. He said no one could tell him exactly how the 
law would help or what it would do differently than existing laws 
against straw purchasing.  
   "I'm not in a position where I'm going to start pursuing the good 
guys instead of getting the bad guys," he said.  
    Whitman said the law would help close loopholes in the 
existing laws but was not a "silver bullet."  
   "I can't tell you all illegal guns are going to go away," he said. 
"I can tell you it will help."  
   Chris Buckingham, a city resident who spoke to council several 
times on the matter, said he applauded council for not moving 
forward with the city law but agreed with Musso.  
    "We already have laws against straw purchases," he said, 
adding that the city's time and money could be better spent other 
ways, such as working with youths.  
   City resident Franklin Williams urged the council to think 
about whether or not such a law would work without hurting 
innocent people.  
    "I could think of some other things we could do that would 
probably help more," he said, echoing other speakers who said 
the city should work with courts to keep offenders in jail.  
    Councilwoman Genevieve Ray, who had opposed the law, said 
she supported the resolution because it took the issue where it 
belonged -- to the state legislature.  
    Councilman Cameron Texter said he was willing to vote for 
the resolution to send a message to the legislature and have a 
discussion about it, but that didn't mean he totally believes a law 
would be effective.  
Smith said during the meeting she was happy with the resolution.  
"I just feel that it's a cause worth fighting for," she said. 
http://ydr.inyork.com/ci_13345323 
 

09-09-15 Teen tied to gang charged in student's killing 
    An alleged member of the MS-13 gang is facing federal 
murder and weapons charges in the Daly City slaying of a 21-
year-old college student, who authorities believe was shot 
because his friends were wearing red - a color claimed by a rival 
gang. 
    Luis Herrera, 18, who was one of three suspects already facing 
state charges, was named in a criminal complaint filed Thursday 
in U.S. District Court in San Francisco. The complaint accused 
Herrera of murder in aid of racketeering and a gun-possession 
charge in the Feb. 19 slaying of Moises Frias Jr. near the Daly 
City BART Station.  
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      Frias and three friends were listening to loud rap music as 
they drove toward a restaurant in a Buick Regal. The group was 
stopped at a light on John Daly Boulevard next to the BART 
station when Danilo Velasquez, 28, and Jaime Balam, 20, jumped 
out of a stolen Honda Civic and sprayed the Buick with bullets 
from an assault rifle and a .380-caliber pistol, authorities said. 
    Frias was killed, and two of his three companions were 
wounded. 
    One of Frias' friends was wearing a red sweater, and another a 
red-and-white 49ers cap. Members of MS-13 claim the color 
blue. The rival Norteños claim red. None of the victims had 
anything to do with gangs, investigators said. 
    Herrera murdered Frias "for the purpose of gaining entrance to 
and maintaining and increasing position in MS-13, an enterprise 
engaged in racketeering activity," the federal complaint said. 
    If convicted of the federal murder charge or a charge of 
possession of a firearm in a murder, he could face the death 
penalty, although federal prosecutors have not said whether they 
would seek it. If they do not seek the death penalty on the murder 
charge, Herrera would face a mandatory minimum of life in 
prison upon conviction. 
     A San Francisco police officer stopped a car driven by 
Herrera on March 4 and arrested him on suspicion of auto theft 
and possession of a loaded .380-caliber pistol, police said. 
    Ballistics tests revealed that the pistol had been used in the 
Daly City slaying, authorities said. Herrera later told a fellow 
inmate that he and his three passengers had planned to kill 
Norteños on the day of the car stop, U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement Special Agent Alicia MacDonald wrote in 
an affidavit filed in support of the federal complaint. 
   Velasquez was arrested in July in San Francisco.  
    Balam was deported to his native Mexico eight days after the 
shooting, before he was identified as a suspect, and is still being 
sought. http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-
bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2009/09/15/BA8319MFTD.DTL 
 

09-09-14 Shots-fired call yields surprise find in Oakland 
   A rare shots-fired call near Oakland's Lake Merritt turned into 
something more Sunday when cops uncovered an apartment 
stuffed with 11 guns, thousands of rounds of ammunition, four 
marijuana plants, about a dozen bags of marijuana packaged for 
sale, targets and books about how to convert firearms into fully 
automatic ones, police said today.  
     Police arrested Deonte McClendon, 33, the resident of the 
apartment, on suspicion of weapons and drug possession, saying 
he ran a pot-growing operation that could have gone undetected 
had it not been for the errant gunshot in a normally tranquil 
neighborhood. 
     It all started at 9:30 a.m. Sunday when officers responded to 
reports of gunfire at 3008 Lakeshore Ave., police Lt. Ersie 
Joyner said. Officers found that the front window of the 
apartment had been shot out.  
    McClendon's story was that he had accidentally discharged a 
shotgun while cleaning it. Police saw the shotgun on a chair with 
an expended round next to it, but there was no cleaning kit in 
sight, Joyner said.  

     Ten other guns were found, some of which had been 
converted to fully automatic, Joyner said at a news conference 
where the guns were put on display.  
     Joyner noted that the building is adjacent to Interstate 580 and 
directly across the street from Lake Shore Park, "so it's really 
fortunate that no one was injured." 
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-
bin/blogs/crime/detail?entry_id=47564 
 

09-09-14 Judge lets victims' kin take S.F. to court 
  09-14) 12:49 PDT SAN FRANCISCO -- The family of a father 
and two sons who were slain in San Francisco last year can go to 
state court with a claim that the city is to blame for failing to turn 
their alleged killer over to immigration authorities when he was 
arrested earlier as a juvenile, a federal judge has ruled. 
    City Attorney Dennis Herrera had asked U.S. District Judge 
Susan Illston to rule on the claim herself after dismissing the rest 
of the suit last month by Tony Bologna's widow and daughter. 
But Illston said Friday that the remainder of the family's case - 
that the city's negligence caused the killings - belongs in Superior 
Court because it is based on state law and challenges San 
Francisco's policies. 
   Bologna, 48, and his sons Michael, 20, and Matthew, 16, were 
shot to death near their home in the Excelsior district in June 
2008. Edwin Ramos, 22, is charged with murdering them. 
    Ramos, a native of El Salvador whom prosecutors describe as 
a member of the MS-13 gang, was arrested twice as a juvenile, 
for an assault in October 2003 and an attempted purse-snatching 
in April 2004. Juvenile courts sent him to a shelter after the first 
incident and to the city-run Log Cabin Ranch in the Peninsula 
hills after the second. 
    Case records don't show whether police or juvenile courts 
knew that Ramos had entered the United States illegally. But 
under juvenile authorities' interpretation of the city's sanctuary 
policy at the time, they would not have passed that information 
along to federal immigration officials. Federal authorities learned 
of Ramos' status later but did not take him into custody for 
deportation proceedings. 
    The family's lawsuit says the city was responsible for the 
shootings because its policy allowed Ramos to go free.  
      Last month, Illston rejected the family's claim that the city's 
actions violated the shooting victims' constitutional right to due 
process of law. She said the city might be held to account if it 
knew Ramos posed a specific threat to the Bolognas, but not for 
releasing someone who allegedly endangered a large segment of 
the public. 
   Herrera's office urged Illston to address the negligence claim as 
well, arguing that it was governed by the same legal standard: a 
requirement that the plaintiffs show city officials knew the 
Bolognas were in danger and had a duty to protect them. 
     But Matthew Davis, the family's lawyer, said Monday that 
California law makes it easier to hold government officials 
accountable for allegedly harboring illegal immigrants or 
preventing police from reporting them to federal authorities. 
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-
bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2009/09/14/BAC519N0BR.DTL 
 

09-09-14 Clerk Attacked After Mistaking $1 for $20 
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    PHILADELPHIA, PA -- A Pennsylvania woman is asking for 
forgiveness after violently attacking a gas station clerk during an 
argument over a $20 bill.  
    Vickie Gambrell was arrested for punching the clerk in the 
face and holding a pair of scissors to his throat in a dispute over 
how much money she had given him.  
   Clerk Manoj Moda told police that Gambrell $20 of gas, but 
only gave him a $1 bill.  
     The clerk said the Gambrell, certain that she had given him a 
$20 bill, screamed at him when he refused to give her the $20 
back.  
     "I thought he was trying to take my $20 bill and I wanted my 
change back. He said 'I didn't have it' and he looked like he was 
lying so I just got mad and flew off the handle," said Gambrell.  
    Surveillance video shows Gambrell storm behind the counter, 
punch the clerk in the face and hold scissors to his throat.  
  At that point, he gave her two $10 bills.  
   As Gambrell drove away, police said she found the $20 bill in 
her purse and returned to the gas station to apologize.  
   She was arrested and charged with offensive touching and 
aggravated menacing.  
    "I'm sorry it was just a bad mistake I have a clean record and 
never been in trouble in my life and it was just a bad mistake. I 
just lost my cool because here I don't have any money. I am very 
embarrassed. I am so embarrassed," said Gambrell.  
http://www.firstcoastnews.com/news/strange/news-
article.aspx?storyid=144962 
 

09-09-14 Tech police reported most violent campus crime in 
2008 
    After several months of high-profile crimes on or near 
downtown college campuses, FBI statistics for 2008 released on 
Monday show that the violence is nothing new. 
   Georgia Tech police reported 21 violent crimes last year, more 
than any of the other 19 Georgia college and university police 
departments reporting crime numbers to the FBI. 
   Tech was followed closely by Clark Atlanta University, which 
reported 19 violent crimes, and Georgia State University, which 
reported 16. 
   At Georgia Tech, the majority of the violent crimes, 12, were 
robberies, while there were eight aggravated assaults and one 
forcible rape reported to the FBI. 
   According to the FBI's "Crime in the U.S." report released on 
Monday, all but one of Clark Atlanta's violent crimes in 2008 
were robberies, while the campus police reported one forcible 
rape. 
  At Georgia State, there were nine robberies, six aggravated 
assaults and one forcible rape. 
  In 2007, Georgia State reported 16 violent crimes, while 15 
were reported by both Georgia Tech and Clark Atlanta. 
http://www.ajc.com/news/atlanta/tech-police-reported-most-
137971.html 
 

09-09-13 What’s feeding illegal gun market? 
The surprising answer, according to experts: Law-abiding gun 
owners 
   MANATEE — The majority of guns illegally sold on the street 
come from an unlikely place: the law-abiding, well-meaning gun 

owner looking for self-protection — but who fails to secure their 
investment or know enough about their weapon to provide law 
enforcement with essential details should it be stolen. 
    A wave of violence such as the one gripping Manatee County, 
in the midst of a record number of homicides this year, can fuel a 
rush to purchase guns, experts say. And that puts communities in 
a vicious cycle:  
   Residents buy more guns because they’re scared, which in turn 
means more guns for thieves to steal. And guns are a burglar’s 
most prized item: They are in demand and have high value on the 
street.  
    “I always say violence begets violence,” says Professor James 
Wright, University of Central Florida sociologist and author of 
dozens of studies on guns and gun violence. “The first thing 
people do when they hear about a rash of violence is go out and 
get a gun. 
   “The more guns you have in homes,” Wright says, “the more 
guns you eventually have on the street.”  
   Throughout last week, law enforcement and politicians warned 
that guns stolen in car and home burglaries are most likely the 
same weapons used in recent killings.  
   The outcry over gun violence in Manatee came on the heels of 
the deaths of two teenagers, 17-year-old Jasmine Thompson and 
18-year-old DeJuan Williams. Authorities say each was killed by 
teenage gunmen. 
   Manatee County Sheriff’s Office detectives arrested 18-year-
old Daniel Williams on a murder charge in Thompson’s shooting, 
saying he fired a gun into a car full of girls after a Southeast High 
School football game Sept. 4.  
    A month earlier, detectives arrested 16-year-old Byron 
Galloway on a murder charge in the shooting of Williams, 
gunned down in his backyard. 
   In the first six months of 2009, $65,000 worth of guns were 
stolen in Manatee, the sheriff’s office reported. During the same 
time frame in 2008, that total topped $100,000.  
    It is impossible to know how many guns are in Manatee, as 
Florida law does not require a license to own a firearm. But there 
has been a surge in concealed weapons permits in Manatee. In the 
past couple of months, the number of permits in Manatee jumped 
from 8,170 in June to 8,850 by the end of August.  
   Guns end up in crimes 
    Most guns eventually will be used in a crime, says Greg 
Arnold, State College of Florida criminologist and former law 
enforcement officer. 
    And the U.S. Bureau of Alcohol Tobacco Firearms and 
Explosives says it takes almost nine years for guns it traces to be 
used in a crime from the time they are first purchased. 
   “When I read these stories where a crime happens and the lady 
in the neighborhood tells the paper she is going to get a gun and 
learn how to use it, I say there is a good chance for a gun ending 
up on the street,” Arnold said.  
   Arnold, an experienced shooter and gun owner, recalled having 
one of his guns stolen in the 1980s when he left it in a car while 
he went to the beach.  
      “It still bugs the hell out of me. I often think about it. I still 
wonder where it is, whether it has been used in a crime, a robbery 
or a murder,” said Arnold. “It is a serious, serious thing. Citizens 
have to be responsible to securing their firearms.” 
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   Arnold also recalled a murder investigation he conducted as a 
detective in which the victim in the case had a gun in his 
backpack. Arnold traced the gun to California.  
    “So here is a man killed in Florida, who had a gun reported 
stolen in California years before his death,” Arnold said. “Guns 
are very transient that way.”  
     It can be especially dangerous when guns end up in the hands 
of the young and violent. A recent study by the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention showed that behind motor 
vehicle crashes, the biggest killer of people between the ages of 
15 and 24 is homicide involving firearms.  
    Of Manatee’s record 24 homicides this year, 14 were shot to 
death; of those, nine fell into that age group. And those who are 
arrested are often as young as their victims, with seven men 
ranging in age from 16 to 28 arrested in this year’s Manatee 
cases. 
    This year’s youngest suspects, Ta Heem Blake and Byron 
Galloway, both 16 at the time law enforcement arrested them, 
used guns that have been recovered by law enforcement, 
according to their arrest reports.  
   Blake is accused of killing 55-year-old Maria Lerma in her 
home in February during an attempted home invasion robbery, 
according to Bradenton Police Department reports. Police 
recovered a rifle detectives say he used, but where he got it is still 
unknown.  
     In Galloway’s case, detectives found the gun they say he used, 
but he refused to say where he got it and it has not hit on any 
state or federal databases, according to sheriff’s spokesman Dave 
Bristow. 
  Tracking guns is tough  
   That is often the case, according to SCF’s Arnold, who said 
tracking a gun can be almost impossible because the chain of 
ownership is easily broken.  
     In Florida, it is legal to sell guns to anyone 18 or older without 
a license or any paperwork required. Federal law mandates that 
federally licensed gun dealers can sell only to those 21 or older, 
though there are no state regulations that provide oversight of gun 
dealers adhering to the law. 
     Person-to-person gun sales in Florida take place at gun shows, 
yard sales and through classified advertisements, Bristow said. 
The Bradenton Herald accepts ads for shotguns and rifles, but 
will not accept a handgun advertisement unless it is from a 
licensed dealer. 
    “If you want a gun, it isn’t hard to get one,” he said.  
    Those hand-to-hand sales all but ensure that it’s impossible to 
track a gun if it is used in crime later, Arnold said.  
    “Let’s say I buy a gun from a store. There is paperwork there 
and law enforcement can trace it to me,” said Arnold. “If I turn 
around and sell it at a yard sale, there you go, the chain is broken. 
I have no way of knowing where that gun is going from there.”  
    If that gun is used in a crime, law enforcement may be able to 
track down the original owner, but that person is not held 
accountable for the gun because the sale was legal, Arnold said.  
    Another common mistake by gun owners: the failure to record 
serial numbers of the firearms they buy. They should also have 
their weapons checked through law enforcement databases to see 
if they have been reported stolen. 

    “When a burglary occurs and you don’t have a serial number, 
there is virtually nothing law enforcement can do. That is a gun 
on the street that will most likely never be traced,” Arnold said. 
“And there are a lot of gun owners who have stolen guns without 
having any idea, because they never bothered to check.” 
http://www.bradenton.com/847/story/1703688.html 
 

09-09-13 To check whether a FL gun is stolen 
  Citizens can enter the serial number of a firearm in a Florida 
Department of Law Enforcement database to see if it has been 
reported stolen. Log onto to http://pas.fdle.state.fl.us and click on 
the “stolen firearms” link on the left side of the page. A box 
appears to enter a serial number that can checked against the 
FDLE database. 
http://www.bradenton.com/news/local/story/1703689.html 
 

09-09-13 Studies: Buybacks do little to stop violence 
    MANATEE — Spurred by the death of a Bayshore High 
cheerleader, the Manatee County Sheriff’s Office is holding a gun 
buyback to help deter future violent crimes. 
     Though the sight of dozens of soon-to-be-destroyed guns 
might be comforting, multiple studies have shown that buyback 
programs probably don’t reduce gun violence. 
   The studies show that the programs make only a small dent in 
the local gun market. Many of the guns that are turned in don’t 
work. Often, middle-aged and elderly people are getting rid of 
their guns for some quick cash. 
    “It’s highly unlikely that a person who would use guns for 
violence would turn them in,” said Gary Kleck, a Florida State 
University criminology professor who studies gun control. 
   Sheriff’s spokesman Dave Bristow concedes that would-be 
criminals are unlikely to surrender their guns. But he said the 
program might collect a gun that otherwise would one day be 
used in a crime. 
   “We’re trying to do something here that’s proactive,” he said. 
“Whether or not it works, how can you tell?” 
    Two recent shooting deaths have captured the attention of the 
community and spurred numerous calls for reducing gun 
violence. 
   After the high school football games in Manatee on Sept. 4, 
detectives say 18-year-old Daniel Williams fired into a car 
carrying four female students, killing 17-year-old Jasmine 
Thompson of Bayshore High. 
      Just a month earlier, deputies say 18-year-old DeJuan 
Williams, a recent Bayshore graduate, was shot to death outside 
his home by 16-year-old Byron Galloway. 
    At the no-questions-asked buyback Sept. 19, gun owners do 
not have to present an ID and will receive $50 for revolvers and 
$100 for rifles or shotguns. 
   At a buyback event in May, the sheriff’s office collected 77 
guns. Bristow said most of the guns were turned in by senior 
citizens. “Who’s to say that someone wouldn’t commit a burglary 
and steal that gun and then use it in a crime?” he said. 
   But studies from the University of Pennsylvania, the University 
of California-Davis and the University of Missouri-St. Louis all 
show no significant drop in violent crime after gun buybacks. 
   A 2001 report on youth violence by the U.S. Surgeon General’s 
office says, “There is some evidence that most of the guns turned 
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in are not functional and that most persons turning in guns have 
other guns at home.” 
   The report suggests curbing youth violence with programs that 
reinforce positive behavior and provide training for parents and 
teachers. 
    Kleck said officials continue to hold buybacks because it 
allows them to look like they are reducing gun-related crime 
without angering people who support gun rights. “It’s a 
politically cost-free way of seeming to do something about the 
violence,” he said. 
    Kleck advocates spending more on drug treatment programs. 
Reduced demand for drugs such as cocaine or heroin, he said, 
would put a dent in the overall drug market, a key contributor to 
gun violence. 
    Gwendolyn Brown, chairwoman of the Manatee County 
Commission, was one of several officials at a recent news 
conference to express anger about the recent shootings. 
    She said she’s “not the biggest fan” of gun buyback programs, 
but is willing to see if this week’s program will help. She will co-
host a community forum about neighborhood violence on 
Saturday, just before the gun buyback. 
   “I’m definitely hopeful that the kids would want to see a 
change,” she said, “and that the community itself will say, ‘This 
is just not the life I want to live.’” 
http://www.bradenton.com/847/story/1703743.html 
 

09-09-12 Ex-militiaman from Clearfield County blames 
alcohol for crime 
     A sober Clearfield County man apologized Friday to the 
government, police and his family and friends for getting 
involved in the militia movement. 
    Perry E. Landis, 63, started drinking when he was 15, was 
discharged from the Army for drinking and was consuming about 
two cases of beer daily when he illegally sold blasting caps to 
undercover agents, said his lawyer, Stephen Jarrett. Landis said 
alcohol has ruined his life, his family and his health. 
    "I watched a lot of TV and boasted. I realize, now that I've 
been sober, that things are different," he said. "I'm not against the 
government and never was. I love the United States." 
    Landis pleaded guilty June 1 to two counts of illegally selling 
explosives. U.S. District Judge Terrence McVerry said he 
believed Landis was remorseful and sentenced him to the 15 
months he's already served in the Allegheny County Jail. The 
judge ordered Landis to serve two years' probation and abstain 
from alcohol during that time. 
    He's forbidden to possess a firearm, but Landis asked McVerry 
to go one better and have the numerous firearms confiscated 
during his arrest destroyed. 
  "Please take my guns. I do not want them," he said. 
   Nine of Landis' friends and neighbors, most of whom are Old 
Order Amish, testified that he's always been an honest, caring 
person who keeps his word. All of them said they're willing to 
drive him to Alcoholics Anonymous meetings or otherwise help 
him. 
   Jarrett said after the sentencing that he's confident his client 
only committed his crime due to alcohol. Jarrett, an alcoholic 
who said he has been sober for 18 years, chained himself to the 

Clearfield County courthouse in 2006 to protest the selling of 
Nazi memorabilia at the Clearfield County Fair.  
   If his client had actually intended to attack the government, 
Jarrett said "there's no amount of money" that could have 
persuaded him to represent Landis. 
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/regional/s_6
42776.html 
 

09-09-12 Child’s kidnapper gets life in prison 
BRADENTON — The man who kidnapped 13-year-old Clay 
Moore from his Parrish school bus stop in 2007 will spend the 
rest of his life in prison, a judge ruled Friday.  
    Circuit Judge Thomas Gallen sentenced Vincente Ignacio 
Beltran-Moreno, 24, to life in prison after a jury found him guilty 
in June of armed kidnapping with a firearm. Beltran-Moreno will 
have 30 days to appeal the sentence.  
       Gallen called Beltran-Moreno’s crime “especially atrocious 
and cruel,” before the sentencing of the Mexican national who 
abducted Clay on Feb. 23, 2007.  
    Prosecutors said after kidnapping Clay at gunpoint, Beltran-
Moreno covered Clay’s mouth with duct tape and bound him to a 
tree with the boy’s shoelaces in a wooded area of a farm in East 
Manatee. He then fled to Mexico and had to be coaxed back into 
the country by FBI negotiators.  
     “If there is the potential that this sentence will prevent one 
kidnapping of a child, then the criminal justice system has served 
it purpose,” Gallen said.  
    Assistant State Attorney Brian Iten read written statements 
penned by Clay and his family before sentencing, in which the 
family, including Clay, asked for the maximum sentence.  
    “I don’t want this to happen to any person again,” Clay wrote. 
“I don’t want to be known as Clay Moore, the kidnapping victim. 
I just want to be known as Clay Moore.” 
    During a weeklong trial, Iten presented evidence that Beltran-
Moreno had planned to a kidnap a child for days, having his 
girlfriend, the mother of his two children, write a ransom note. 
Beltran-Moreno would later tell FBI agents he kidnapped Clay 
randomly because he had “crushing debt,” Iten said. 
   Beltran-Moreno’s girlfriend, Ana Pureco-Tinoco, pleaded to 
charges of helping Beltran-Moreno by driving him to Mexico 
after the kidnapping, and also testified against him. She was 
sentenced to almost three years prison for her role in his escape. 
    “Many people have crushing debt, but who among the citizenry 
decides to handle their debt by kidnapping a child?” Iten asked in 
his statement to the judge seeking life in prison.  
   Beltran-Moreno’s attorney, Assistant Public Defender Matthew 
Gish, asked Gallen to sentence his client to the mandatory 
minimum of 10 years he faced for the crime. Gish argued his 
client deserved a lesser sentence because he cooperated with 
authorities, and never intended to harm Clay. “As the state had 
pointed out, he did this for money, not trying to hurt, harm or kill 
someone,” Gish said.  
   After the sentencing, Clay’s father, Tim Moore, expressed 
relief and satisfaction with the sentence. “I don’t have sympathy 
for him,” Moore said of Beltran-Moreno. “Especially since he is 
a father, too. He left his kids that morning and then went and took 
mine.” 
http://www.bradenton.com/news/local/story/1702593.html 
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09-09-12  Oakland to pay $1.5 million in police shooting 
    The city of Oakland is expected to pay $1.5 million to settle a 
federal civil rights lawsuit filed by the family of a man who was 
shot in the back and killed by a police sergeant. 
   Sgt. Pat Gonzales shot Gary King Jr., 20, of Oakland on Sept. 
20, 2007, near 54th Street and Martin Luther   King Jr. Way in 
North Oakland. King fit the description of a "person of interest" 
in a killing that happened the month before, and officers found a 
loaded gun on him after the shooting, police have said. 
     But in their lawsuit, King's parents, Gary and Catherine King, 
said their son "did not pose a significant and immediate threat of 
death or serious physical injury" to police and that the shooting 
constituted excessive force. 
   Gonzales "created the situation where deadly force was used," 
said the lawsuit, which named the sergeant, the city and former 
Police Chief Wayne Tucker as defendants. Among the plaintiffs 
was King's child, who was born last year. 
     The City Council discussed the settlement in closed session in 
July and is expected to ratify it Sept. 22.  
In a memo to the council this month, Assistant City Attorney 
Randolph Hall urged that the deal be approved "to avoid the risk 
of an adverse jury verdict and exposure to civil damages and 
attorneys' fees." 
    Police have said King ignored Gonzales' efforts to detain him 
and shook off the effects of a stun gun before the officer opened 
fire. Gonzales thought King was reaching for a handgun, police 
said. 
     Gonzales has been the supervisor of a police crime-reduction 
team, a department firearms instructor and a SWAT team 
member. 
    He has been cleared of wrongdoing in two other shootings 
since 2002, one of which was fatal. He was wounded March 21 
by a suspect in East Oakland who killed four other officers. 
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-
bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2009/09/12/BAS019LUOI.DTL 
 

09-09-12 Nevada gun owners hunt for ammunition 
09-12) 00:00 PDT Las Vegas, NV (AP) -- 
     With nationwide demand for firearm ammunition outstripping 
manufacturers' supply, empty shelves in Nevada gun stores have 
some consumers sweating bullets. 
    On delivery days at the Bass Pro Shop, 20 to 30 customers will 
line up for the store to open, said Keith Rainey, an assistant 
manager in the hunting department. 
    "They call us up every day to find out when the next load is 
coming in," Rainey said. "If you don't get there early, you don't 
get any bullets." 
John Lowrie, a sales representative at Discount Firearms, said it's 
the same in every store. 
    "We don't even stock to-go ammo on our shelves anymore. We 
get just enough to keep our range running," Lowrie said. 
Lowrie said even the big retailers are hit-or-miss. 
    "If you go to Wal-Mart you've got two hours after they unload 
until they're basically cleaned out," he said. 
The shortage applies to all calibers, but the hardest to stock has 
been for handguns, Rainey said. 

    Specifically, ammunition for your general "home protection" 
rounds. 
    "From the .380 up to the .45, those are the hardest to get," 
Rainey said. "Everybody in the world is looking for those." 
   The scarcity of ammunition is part of a trend that began 
immediately after the presidential election, retailers say. 
Gun enthusiasts, concerned with perceptions that Barack Obama 
and a Democrat-controlled Congress would increase gun control 
measures, began buying firearms and ammunition at an 
astounding rate. 
    Because sales rose so quickly, manufacturers struggled to meet 
the demand, said Ted Novin, director of public affairs for the 
National Shooting Sports Foundation, the trade association for 
the firearms and ammunition industries. 
   "I'm in daily contact with manufacturers, and they're all at full 
capacity," Novin said. In other words, as much supply as can be 
produced, they're producing it. 
    According to the Department of the Treasury's most recent 
Firearms and Ammunitions Excise Tax Collection Report, 
firearm and ammunition manufacturers paid $109.8 million in 
excise taxes in the first quarter of 2009, up 43 percent from the 
same quarter in 2008. 
    All manufacturers are required to pay a 10 percent or 11 
percent excise tax on firearms and ammunition produced, which 
makes the tax a reliable way to track firearm and ammunition 
sales in the United States, Novin said. 
    A second key indicator is the FBI National Instant Criminal 
Background Check System, or NICS Checks. 
NICS checks jumped 41.6 percent in November 2008 from 
November 2007, and have been up month-over-month since the 
election, indicating firearm sales are still booming. 
     "Those numbers are beyond unbelievable when you consider 
the recession," Novin said. 
Although demand is extraordinarily high, and manufacturers are 
running at full capacity, more plants haven't been opened to meet 
the need. 
     The reason, analysts say, is because manufacturers don't 
believe the demand is being driven by natural economic demand, 
but something else. 
   "It's customer paranoia," Rainey said, "in our new president." 
 Novin said that is the general sentiment among manufacturers. 
     Setting up a new manufacturing plant is both costly and 
difficult; ammunition and firearms are highly regulated products, 
he said. 
   And because the demand is being driven by political concerns, 
manufacturers are not eager to pull the trigger on what most 
consider to be a temporary phenomenon. 
    "That's a good reason not to just set up shop and go through 
the extraordinary process and expense that comes with building 
another plant," Novin said. "And in a year or two, when things 
slow down, there's a good chance they'd have to shut it down." 
     Al Russo, a spokesman for Remington, said the company has 
added an extra shift for workers and is trying to keep up with 
demand. 
     "To build an ammunition plant takes a lot of money, and that's 
as simple as I can put it," Russo said. 
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One misconception about the ammunition shortage is that 
increased demand from the military has shifted production 
priorities away from the commercial industry, Russo said. 
    That's largely myth. The military uses its own manufacturers, 
for the most part, and only a few "double dip" in both arenas, he 
said. 
    "They basically buy it from themselves," Russo said. "There's 
a big difference between commercial and military ammunition." 
    Novin agreed. "I can tell you with certainty that this demand is 
completely driven by consumers," he said. 
Even with a nationwide shortage, retailers and manufacturers say 
they haven't seen a drastic increase in prices. 
     Lowrie and Rainey said prices in their stores have remained 
stable over the past eight or nine months, and Russo said 
Remington hasn't raised prices. 
   The only place costs have skyrocketed have been at gun shows, 
where sellers have raised prices to take advantage of the 
paranoia, said Robert Smith, president of the Nevada State Rifle 
& Pistol Association. 
    At a Reno gun show in April, Smith said people were hauling 
out bullets on hand trucks. 
"It was a feeding frenzy," he said. "People were stacking boxes of 
ammunitions, five or 10 cases at a time, paying two or three times 
more per box." 
   Outside the recent Las Vegas Gun Show at Cashman Center, 
Craig Brown of Las Vegas was one of those doing the stocking, 
in the trunk of his car. Brown said he bought as much 9 mm 
ammunition as he could afford, which tallied almost $300 worth, 
he said. 
   "I figured that I may as well do it all at once," he said. "I 
probably paid a little more ... But otherwise it's been a hassle." 
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-
bin/article.cgi?f=/n/a/2009/09/12/state/n000055D21.DTL 

 
09-09-11 NAACP seeks police changes after Ill. man killed 
   Witnesses say the man was surrendering, but officials in 
Rockford, Ill., near Chicago dispute that version of events, saying 
that Mark Anthony Barmore grabbed for an officer's gun after 
they cornered him in the church. 
    Both sides do agree, however, that Barmore fled when officers 
approached him in the church parking lot, which highlights the 
suspicion and fear that can poison relationships between police 
and minority communities across the country. 
   "There are no national standards for the use of force (or) 
training for use of force," Benjamin Todd Jealous, president and 
CEO of the National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People, said Friday. 
   The issue "is not primarily about racism," Jealous said, citing 
the recent case of a 72-year-old white woman tasered by a white 
Texas officer during a traffic stop. "We want to make sure the 
standards are the most modern and appropriate ones possible." 
   The NAACP scheduled a rally Saturday in Rockford and a 
march Oct. 3. Jealous was planning to attend both; it would be his 
first march since taking the NAACP's helm a year ago. 
   The NAACP is seeking the reintroduction of the Law 
Enforcement Trust and Integrity Act, first offered by John 
Conyers, D-Mich., in 2000. It was co-sponsored by 34 legislators 
but was never voted on by the full House. 

    Conyers plans to reintroduce the bill during this session of 
Congress, according to a House Judiciary Committee staffer who 
spoke on condition of anonymity because the timetable had not 
been determined. 
    Jim Pasco, executive director of the national Fraternal Order of 
Police, disputed the notion that police are inadequately trained in 
the use of force, which he called "the most serious and awesome 
responsibility a police officer has." He said that the majority of 
the public has faith in police and that the proposed law would be 
"oppressive to police officers." 
    In the case in Rockford, a city of 155,000, police received a 
complaint that Barmore, 23, had been in a domestic disturbance 
with his live-in girlfriend. Barmore had recently been released 
from jail and had a series of arrests, including charges of 
assaulting a police officer with a firearm. 
    On the morning of Aug. 24, Barmore went to the Kingdom 
Authorities Ministries church, which he sometimes attended, to 
seek counseling about the problem, said the pastor, Rev. Melvin 
Brown. 
    According to Brown, Barmore spoke with the pastor's wife and 
17-year-old daughter in the church driveway. Two officers drove 
by, spotted Barmore, and approached with their guns drawn. 
Barmore ran inside the church, which also operates a day care 
center for children ages 4 and up. 
    Barmore was cornered inside a boiler room, Brown said, as the 
pastor's wife, daughter and several of the young children 
watched. 
    Witnesses said Barmore emerged with his hands up but was 
shot several times in the chest and back; the officers said 
Barmore fought them and tried to grab one of their guns, 
according to Police Chief Chet Epperson. 
   "My daughter was about five-feet away. When he hit the 
ground, she sees the cops shooting him in the back. We saw slugs 
in his back when we went to see the body," said Brown, the 
pastor. 
    City officials would not comment Friday on the shooting, 
citing an ongoing investigation by state police and the Cook 
County state attorney's office — a rare case of outside agency 
intervention. 
     The NAACPwas calling for a full Justice Department 
investigation instead of currently assigned mediators, who were 
sent to calm racial tensions. 
     One of the officers who shot Barmore, 37-year-old Oda Poole, 
had shot three previous suspects in Rockford, one fatally, in the 
past three years, according to the Rockford Register-Star 
newspaper. 
   The fatal shooting was of a 66-year-old man who Poole said 
pointed what appeared to be a weapon at him and refused to drop 
it. It was actually a hammer in a sock. Police said they found a 
suicide note on the man. 
   Rockford Mayor Larry Morrissey said Friday that he welcomed 
a thorough investigation and hoped that Barmore's death would 
improve conditions in a city where black youths have a greater 
chance of getting arrested than graduating from high school. 
   The mayor said it was impossible to know why Barmore ran 
from police, but "the broader and more relevant question is, do 
we have an approach between our officers and community 
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members that's one of sufficient trust so that we can avoid 
unnecessary conflict and unnecessary use of force?" 
 http://www.ajc.com/news/nation-world/naacp-seeks-police-
changes-136799.html 
 

09-09-10  Police: Armed man arrested during Obama address 
    WASHINGTON — U.S. Capitol Police have arrested a 
Virginia man they say tried to drive into a secure area near the 
Capitol with a shotgun and rifle in his car as the president gave 
his health care address to Congress. 
  Joshua Bowman, 28, of Falls Church, Va., was arrested around 
8 p.m. Wednesday and charged with two counts of possession of 
an unregistered firearm and one count of unlawful possession of 
ammunition. Each carries a possible one-year jail sentence and 
$1,000 fine. 
   Bowman's intentions were unclear, said police spokeswoman 
Sgt. Kimberly Schneider, but the U.S. Attorney's Office in 
Washington decided against prosecuting him on more serious 
charges, said spokesman Benjamin Friedman. 
   Schneider said Bowman approached a security checkpoint near 
the Cannon House Office Building in a four-door Honda Civic 
and told officers he wanted to park. 
   People who want to drive into the area must have a permit and 
have their vehicles searched. The timing of the request raised an 
officer's suspicion, Schneider said, and Bowman consented to a 
vehicle search. 
  A shotgun, rifle and 500 rounds of ammunition were found in 
Bowman's trunk, said Erica Stanley, a spokeswoman for the 
District of Columbia mayor's office. 
  A telephone directory lists a Joshua Bowman in Falls Church, 
but the telephone rang unanswered Thursday afternoon. 
http://www.ajc.com/news/nation-world/police-135643.html 
 

09-09-10 Sunstein Poses a Serious Risk to Future of Hunting 
   Sales of firearms in the United States have skyrocketed since 
November 4, 2008.   It's no secret the election of Barrack Obama 
to the highest office in the free world caused grave concern 
among gun owners.    
   Liberals scoff at the notion that Obama would attempt to disarm 
the United States population.   However, this is the man who can 
be heard in an address to a group in San Francisco on a 
clandestine recording say, in reference to rural America, "...they 
cling to their guns and their religion."    
    Perhaps Obama isn't making any speeches about disrupting the 
lifestyle of rural America these days, but he's certainly putting 
people in place to do it for him.    The number one candidate for 
that kind of hit work on sportsmen in the United States is Cass 
Sunstein.   Sunstein is a professor from Harvard University, who 
formerly worked with Obama at the University of 
Chicago.  He's now tapped to become head of the White House 
Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs.    
   Sunstein's nomination raises the hackles of sportsmen's groups 
nationwide.    He's widely known for a blatant disdain for the 
Second Amendment.   He's even more passionate about animal 
rights, so much so, he advocates the rights of animals to be 
granted protected status in the nation's courts.   More to the point, 
he believes animals should have the right to sue people.   He's on 
the record in favor of an end to all hunting.    

    A few short years ago, people like Sunstein existed, but rarely 
were in positions of power.  They were people who took such 
amazingly over the top positions, but were generally regarded as 
freakish and weird.  Such is the danger of the Obama 
appointment.  If confirmed as "Regulatory Czar" to the White 
House, Sunstein would become the gatekeeper for White House 
policy for the Department of the Interior, Department of 
Agriculture, FBI, and the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and 
Firearms.   A man who's an avowed hater of hunting and guns 
would be writing the fine print in the Obama Administration's 
policies for how those federal agencies would create rules and 
restrictions.     
Wondering how that affects you? 
     The FBI and ATF are the key agencies who deal with albeit 
limited regulation of firearms ownership.  There is still the 
Second Amendment.  However, they conduct the instant 
background checks and make the decision on whether you are of 
legal status to buy a gun---or not.     
   Moreover, the oversight with Department of the Interior is 
vast.  The agency controls millions of acres of public lands now 
open for hunting.  How long it will last under such leadership is a 
mystery.   The National Park Service falls under Interior's 
purview.  Already, the Obama Administration has moved toward 
removing all lead bullets and fishing tackle from Park Service 
property.   Presently regulation covers Park Service employees 
only, but there's a clear desire by higher ups to extend such 
restrictions to public users.  
    Where does this end?    Coalitions of sportsmen and 
conservation groups have teamed to battle Sunstein's 
confirmation in the Senate.  The US Sportsman's Alliance and 
National Wild Turkey Federation are leading the charge and 
lobbying heavily on the Congressional Sportsman's Caucus to 
close ranks and oppose the nomination.  Those two groups are 
backed by a host of other organizations who convinced one 
Senator, Republican Johnny Isackson of Georgia, to push for a 
"hold" on the nomination. 
    The Congressional Sportsman’s Caucus is a coalition of 
Congressional members, both Democrat and Republican, who 
align themselves in defense of issues threatening hunting, fishing, 
trapping, shooting, and other such activities.  Sadly, the CSC's 
clout appears to be withering.  
   Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid staged a vote, over the 
objections of those constituency groups, to end debate of 
Sunstein's nomination.    Twenty-two of the 63 Senators who 
voted in favor of cutting off debate were members of the 
Congressional Sportsman's Caucus, including U.S. Senator Jay 
Rockefeller of West Virginia.   Senator Robert Byrd is not a 
member of the CSC, but also voted in favor of ending debate and 
moving the nomination forward.  
      “We are disappointed with the outcome of tonight’s vote, 
especially that so many members of the Senate claiming to be 
pro-sportsman voted in favor of a nominee who has expressed 
that recreational hunting could be banned,” stated USSA 
President and   CEO Bud Pidgeon through a press release.  
“Nonetheless, the USSA and our partners had an obligation to 
fight this appointment. Sportsmen all across America will clearly 
be able to see which senators, along with Sen. Isakson, were 
willing to stand up for them.” 
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    Sunstein doesn't have the job yet, but this week's vote was a 
strong indication he's looking more and more likely to be the man 
wielding power over rules governing hunting, fishing, and 
firearms ownership in the near future.  If confirmed, he would 
answer only to his boss, President Obama and not to the millions 
of sportsmen and women across the United States.    
   Still wondering why the firearms industry has been thriving 
while the rest of nation's industries have been stalled amid the 
recession?  
http://www.wvmetronews.com/outdoors.cfm?func=displayfullstor
y&storyid=32284 
 

09-09-10 EDITORIAL: Gays but not guns 
   The Senate took further moves last night toward the expected 
confirmation of Harvard Law School professor Cass R. Sunstein 
to head the White House Office of Information and Regulatory 
Affairs. This is a key but little-known position that sets 
governmentwide standards for bureaucratic rule-making. The 
senators ought to slow down.  
   Mr. Sunstein persuaded Sen. Saxby Chambliss, Georgia 
Republican, to remove his hold on the nomination by assuring the 
senator, "I strongly believe that the Second Amendment creates 
an individual right to possess and use guns for purposes of both 
hunting and self-defense." The nominee's record shows how far 
afield he has wandered from those assurances.  
   In a videotape of a 2007 lecture at the University of Chicago, 
Mr. Sunstein makes statements that are breathtaking in their 
willful misreading of the U.S. Constitution and American history. 
Regarding the traditional understanding that gun ownership is an 
individual right, rather than a collective one tied to organized 
militias, he said the theory merely "purports to be an effort to 
recover the original understanding, but it has much more in 
common with the gay rights movement in constitutional law than 
it does with Madisonianism. And the irony of it is that the gay 
rights movement has a quite insistent moral principle which, 
whether or not it's entitled to ultimate acceptance, has a claim on 
our attention, given the arc of constitutional law over generations. 
The movement for a strong individual right under the Second 
Amendment can't claim quite the pedigree that the gay rights 
claims do."  
   That's just weird. The idea of special constitutional protections 
for homosexuals came into vogue recently. Individual gun rights 
have been asserted since before this nation's founding. Claiming 
that the "pedigree" of "gay rights" is greater than that of 
individual gun rights exposes an innate hostility to the Second 
Amendment. The position also calls into question the honesty of 
Mr. Sunstein's recent pronouncements to skeptical senators. 
http://washingtontimes.com/news/2009/sep/10/gays-but-not-guns/ 
 

09-09-10 Glock's Secret Path to Profits 
     It's the largest supplier of handguns to law enforcement in the 
U.S. But behind its success lies a troubling tale of business 
intrigue 
     Gaston Glock, an Austrian manufacturer of shovels and 
knives, had an improbable dream: He would make a fortune 
selling handguns in America. In the early 1980s, Glock, a self-
taught firearm designer, produced an innovative pistol for the 
Austrian military. He then devised a plan for promoting his 

invention in the U.S., the world's richest gun market. First, he'd 
persuade American police they needed a lightweight weapon with 
more ammunition than traditional revolvers. Then he'd use his 
law enforcement bona fides to win over private gun buyers.  
      The strategy succeeded spectacularly. By the late 1980s, 
major police departments across the U.S. wanted more firepower 
to combat crack-cocaine violence. Glock had the answer. No less 
impressed, street gangsters adopted the squared-off Austrian 
handgun as an emblem of thuggish prestige. Hip-hoppers rapped 
about Glocks; Hollywood put the pistol in the hands of action 
heroes.  
    Gaston Glock shouldered past the storied American brand 
Smith & Wesson (SWHC) to make his creation the best-known 
police handgun in the U.S., and probably the world. When 
American soldiers hauled Saddam Hussein from his underground 
hideout in 2003, the deposed Iraqi ruler surfaced with a Glock.  
     Today the company claims 65% of the American law-
enforcement market, an amazing accomplishment for a privately 
held manufacturer based in tiny Ferlach in southern Austria. U.S. 
fans celebrate "Glockmas," the 80-year-old founder's July 19 
birthday. U.S. sales soared 71% in the first quarter of its 2010 
fiscal year, largely due to what gun executives call the "Obama 
stimulus": fear among gun owners that the liberal  President plans 
to curb the marketing of handguns. Gaston Glock played on that 
anxiety in an open letter to customers in January. "As shooters 
and gun owners, we must band together with even greater zeal 
than in the past," he wrote. "We are not going to roll over and 
have our guns taken away because of some of our misguided 
neighbors, no matter who they are."  
       Behind the Glock phenomenon, however, is another story, 
one rife with intrigue and allegations of wrongdoing. The 
company's hidden history raises questions about its taxpayer-
financed law-and-order franchise. Is this a company that deserves 
the patronage of America's police? Does Glock merit the 
lucrative loyalty of private American gun buyers? The Glock tale 
also underscores the difficulty U.S. regulators have overseeing 
complex international businesses.  
CLAIMS OF SKIMMING 
     Allegations of corruption permeate Gaston Glock's empire. 
His former business associate, Charles Marie Joseph Ewert, now 
resides in a prison in Luxembourg, having been convicted in 
2003 of contracting to have Glock killed. The murder plot—
thwarted when the victim, then 70, fought off a hammer-wielding 
hit man—led to a trial that revealed a network of shell companies 
linked to Gaston Glock. That corporate web is now under 
scrutiny by the U.S. Internal Revenue Service, according to 
lawyers familiar with the probe. Attorneys for Glock have 
acknowledged the misuse of company funds. But they blame 
most of the wrongdoing on Ewert, a money man known in the 
European press as "Panama Charly."  
     Among the Glock-related material the IRS allegedly is 
examining: boxes of invoices and memos provided by the 
company's former senior executive in the U.S., Paul F. Jannuzzo. 
Once one of the most prominent gun industry executives in 
America, Jannuzzo said in a federal complaint he filed last year 
that Gaston Glock used his companies' complicated structure to 
conceal profits from American tax authorities. "[Glock] has 
organized an elaborate scheme to both skim money from gross 
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sales and to launder those funds through various foreign entities," 
Jannuzzo alleged in the sealed May 12, 2008, IRS filing, which 
BusinessWeek has reviewed. "The skim is approximately $20.00 
per firearm sold," according to the complaint. Glock's U.S. unit, 
which generates the bulk of the company's sales, has sold about 5 
million pistols since the late 1980s, Jannuzzo estimates in an 
interview.  
     A burly man with a staccato delivery, Jannuzzo has several 
potential motives for airing these allegations. As a whistleblower, 
he is seeking a percentage of any federal tax recovery. He is also 
fighting embezzlement charges by his former employer. Since 
2007, the company has been providing information about 
Jannuzzo to authorities in Cobb County, Ga., where Glock's 
American subsidiary is based. The Cobb County District 
Attorney's Office is prosecuting Jannuzzo—who once 
represented the company at a White House Rose Garden 
ceremony and on CBS' (CBS) 60 Minutes—for siphoning 
corporate money into a Cayman Islands account. Jannuzzo, who 
left the company in 2003, claims he's the victim of a vendetta.  
   Speaking on behalf of the company and Gaston Glock, Carlos 
Guevara, the general counsel of Glock Inc. in the U.S., said in a 
written statement: "Glock has acted lawfully and properly 
throughout its history. Unfortunately, Glock was victimized by 
several former employees and fiduciaries," including Ewert and 
Jannuzzo. "The Glock companies are exceptionally well-run and 
managed. Glock's tax filings and reporting are accurate."  
     Still, eyebrow-raising goings-on appear to have been standard 
at Glock. After the attempt on Gaston Glock's life, an internal 
investigation conducted at his instruction turned up documents 
apparently showing that a Glock affiliate in Panama helped in 
1995 to start a bank called Unibank Offshore in the Turkish 
Republic of Northern Cyprus. Unibank's co-founder was an 
alleged money launderer named Hakki Yaman Namli.  
In the U.S., Jannuzzo and another former Glock executive, Peter 
S. Manown, have claimed that for years they distributed company 
funds to their wives and Glock employees with the understanding 
that the money would be donated to congressional candidates—
an apparent violation of U.S. election law. The ex-executives, 
who say they acted with Gaston Glock's approval, have estimated 
the total amount in the hundreds of thousands of dollars. 
Buttressing this allegation are ledger entries and cancelled 
checks. Guevara, the company lawyer, said: "Glock has never 
authorized, and would never authorize, any act that would violate 
U.S. campaign finance laws."  
      Glock's political and public relations activities in the U.S. 
sometimes have tended toward strangeness. Internal records show 
payments of thousands of dollars a month over several years to a 
gun industry lobbyist named Richard Feldman. In interviews, 
Feldman says that at Gaston Glock's request he spent some of the 
money in 1999 and 2000 to arrange U.S. appearances by Jörg 
Haider, then the leader of Austria's anti-immigrant, far-right 
Freedom Party. Glock has been described in Austria as a political 
supporter of Haider, although the arms maker has sued both an 
Austrian newspaper and a politician there for making that claim. 
The arrangements Feldman says he worked on included Haider's 
attendance at a January 2000 banquet in New York honoring the 
birthday of slain civil rights leader Martin Luther King Jr. The 
King dinner, sponsored by the Congress of Racial Equality, 

received media coverage because Hillary Clinton criticized her 
then-rival for a New York Senate seat, Rudolph Giuliani, for 
attending the celebration Haider present.  
     Before he died in a car accident last year, Haider stirred 
controversy, according to media reports, for praising the 
"character" of elite Nazi SS troops and the "employment policy" 
of Adolph Hitler. "Glock urged me to help Haider overcome 
some of the [image] problems," says Feldman. The lobbyist says 
he thoroughly researched the situation to satisfy himself that 
neither Glock nor Haider ever supported the Nazi cause. "There 
were loose statements [by Haider] that were blown out of 
proportion," he says.  
     Glock's Guevara did not respond to questions about the 
company's or Gaston Glock's relationship with Haider.  

GERMAN ARMY CAMPS 
     Gaston Glock has recounted that he first learned about 
firearms during a short stint as a teenager in a German military 
training camp near the end of World War II. "I saw rifle, pistol, 
hand grenade," he recalled in a deposition taken during a 
product-liability lawsuit in Knoxville, Tenn., in November 1993. 
"I was getting acquainted when you pull a trigger, that it makes 
boom." He said he spent "just a few days in camps of the German 
  Army" in 1944 or 1945, when he was 15 or 16 years old. Asked 
about his wartime experience in subsequent U.S. court 
proceedings, he has characterized his contact with the German 
military as extremely limited.  
      After the war, Glock, a civilian engineer, held a series of 
manufacturing jobs and eventually came to run his own company. 
He learned in 1980 that the Austrian army was in the market for a 
new sidearm. Despite a lack of experience designing guns, he 
sought the pistol contract. Intense research and consultation with 
weapon experts prepared him to make a breakthrough. The 
Austrian Defense Ministry awarded him the contract in 1982, 
bypassing five other manufacturers.  
      Simpler than most pistols, the Glock costs relatively little to 
make. In a 1994 patent lawsuit in the U.S., Glock estimated its 
profit margin per pistol at 68%. The guns typically sell for $450 
to $600 in U.S. retail gun stores. The Glock's polymer frame is 
formed from a mold, not from the more conventional tooled steel. 
The Glock ammunition magazine, which snaps into the handle, 
can hold as many as 19 rounds. Revolvers typically hold only six 
bullets, which are fired from a revolving cylinder.  
     When early Glock models began surfacing in the U.S. in the 
1980s, they caused a sensation, recalls Massad Ayoob, a personal 
defense instructor who runs the Lethal Force Institute in Concord, 
N.H., and has done promotional writing about Glock. "They 
looked like something out of Star Trek," he says.  
DELIGHTING LAW ENFORCEMENT 
     To sell his gun to U.S. police departments, Glock employed a 
combination of German-speaking executives and retired 
American cops. Many police chiefs were receptive to the pitch 
that they should trade in six-shot revolvers for more potent 
Glocks.   "The bad guys were starting to carry high-capacity 
weapons, unlike what they had carried in the past," recalls Sheriff 
John H. Rutherford of Jacksonville, Fla. As a lieutenant, he led a 
study in 1987 that resulted in the department buying Glocks. The 
1,700-member force still uses the brand.  
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"    It was a conscious decision to go after the law enforcement 
market first," Gaston Glock told Advertising Age in June 1995, 
when the trade magazine honored him as one of its "Marketing 
100" stars. "We assumed that, by pursuing the law enforcement 
market, we would then receive the benefit of 'after sales' in the 
commercial market." Police departments from New York to 
Miami to St. Paul, Minn., signed on. The strategy closely 
resembles that of firearm pioneer Samuel Colt, who popularized 
his six-shooter in the mid-19th century by seeking endorsements 
from soldiers and lawmen.  
     Syndicated columnist Jack Anderson raised the Glock profile 
when he wrote in January 1986 that Libya, a notorious terrorist 
threat, was trying to acquire Austrian-made "plastic" guns that 
could evade metal detectors. Glock pistols are actually made 
mostly of metal and are easily identified by alert airport 
screeners. The company denied it was marketing to Libya. Rather 
than tarnish the gunmaker, the Anderson column helped spread 
the idea that serious bad guys preferred Glocks, says Robert 
Ricker, a longtime lobbyist for the firearm industry. "It was an 
incredible lucky break," Ricker adds. "It raised public awareness, 
got people interested in it." Sales grew rapidly.  
    At nearly every turn, Gaston Glock and his executives 
displayed impressive marketing and legal savvy. When arch-rival 
Smith & Wesson in 1994 came out with a Glock-like pistol called 
the Sigma, Jannuzzo led a successful patent-infringement lawsuit. 
S&W agreed to pay an undisclosed settlement and modify its 
gun. An S&W spokesman declined to comment on the 
confidential resolution, other than to say the company had neither 
admitted nor denied wrongdoing. Glock now offers about 40 
models in various calibers. "They're simple, they work, and you 
don't have to mess with them," says Herman Gunter III, an 
investment adviser in Live Oak, Fla. He owns two Glocks for 
personal defense and target shooting.  
      The company has boosted its profits with innovative pricing 
strategies. It has offered discounts to police on new pistols if 
cities turn over used service weapons and guns confiscated from 
criminals. Glock has arranged to have the second-hand firearms 
sold on the used-gun market, where former police weapons 
command a premium.  
    With Jannuzzo as its U.S. front man, Glock deftly ducked 
repeated legal assaults on the gun industry. Jannuzzo, a former 
state prosecutor in New Jersey who joined the company in 1991, 
displayed a knack for talking compromise while rarely giving 
much ground. In one notable episode in 2000, he made 
encouraging noises about a master settlement with the Clinton 
Administration and more than 20 cities that would have shielded 
gunmakers from future liability in exchange for restrictions on 
gun marketing. But at the last minute, Jannuzzo pulled back from 
the deal, leaving rival Smith & Wesson as the only industry 
signatory. A boycott led by the National Rifle Assn. temporarily 
crippled S&W, while Glock and other manufacturers enjoyed a 
sales surge. The settlement later collapsed, and the issue faded 
when Congress passed a statute in 2005 to protect gunmakers in 
court.  
     Even as the Glock company faced courtroom challenges in the 
U.S., a more personal and dangerous conflict was playing out for 
Gaston Glock in Europe. Beginning in 1987, the Austrian 
industrialist had employed Charles Ewert as his financial 

architect. "I was not a salesman. I am a technician...so I had to 
find a partner that helps me to sell the pistol," Glock explained in 
a U.S. court deposition in September 1995.  
      Ewert, a mustachioed Luxembourg resident now in his late 
50s, wasn't exactly a salesman either. Nicknamed "the Duke" by 
Glock employees because of his imperious manner, he was a 
purveyor of shell companies: paper corporations that can be used 
to shield income from taxation—sometimes legitimately and 
sometimes in questionable ways. Ewert designed a network of 
shells to lessen the gun empire's exposure to product liability and 
potential taxation, according to documents filed with the 
Luxembourg court. These firms absorbed millions of dollars, the 
records show.  

VIOLENT ATTACK 
     Over time, Ewert transferred ownership of some of the Glock-
affiliated shells to himself, according to Luxembourg court 
judgments. Suspicious of Ewert, Gaston Glock sought an 
explanation in July 1999. On the afternoon of a meeting 
scheduled at Ewert's office near the tony Rue Royale in central 
Luxembourg, Glock was attacked in an underground garage. The 
hit man, a former professional wrestler and French Legionnaire 
named Jacques Pecheur, bashed the businessman on the head 
with a rubber mallet, a technique apparently aimed at making it 
look like the victim had fallen down and fatally injured himself. 
Glock, physically fit from daily swimming—often in the frigid 
lake abutting his home near Klagenfurt, Austria—fought back. 
When police arrived, they found Glock bleeding from gashes to 
his skull. Pecheur, 67, was unconscious.  
     Luxembourg investigators found Ewert's business card in 
Pecheur's car and determined that the two had met at a gun range 
in Paris in 1998. Both were convicted of participating in a 
conspiracy to kill Glock. Pecheur received a sentence of 17 years, 
Ewert 20.  
      Ewert denies any involvement in the attack, which he blames 
on unnamed Glock associates who he alleges wanted to gain 
control of the manufacturer. "They needed me out of the way so 
they could grab everything," he says in an interview at a 
maximum-security prison in rural Luxembourg. His lawyers are 
appealing his conviction to the European Court of Human Rights 
in Strasbourg, France, arguing that police improperly seized 
records from Ewert's office that were protected by attorney-client 
privilege. Pecheur was released early from prison in 2007 for 
good behavior, his attorney, Fränk Rollinger, says. Pecheur 
couldn't be located for comment.  
   Although Gaston Glock saw his antagonists punished and 
regained control of his corporate holdings, the investigation of 
the attempted killing and related financial fraud opened a window 
on the gun company's finances. Most striking are their sheer 
complexity. With Ewert's help, Gaston Glock purchased a 
Panamanian shell company called Reofin International in 1987. 
Reofin then bought Unipatent Holding, a   Luxembourg shell. 
Unipatent received a 50% stake in Glock's unit in the U.S., where 
the company generated the vast majority of its revenue. "The 
purpose of this holding company [Unipatent] was to appear 
externally as a partner of Glock and hold approximately 50% of 
the shares of its subsidiaries," according to an Apr. 3, 2000, 
document entitled "Establishment of the Glock Group," which 
Gaston Glock's attorneys filed with the Luxembourg court.  
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     Three other shell companies in Ireland, Liberia, and Curaçao 
were created to issue bills for various "services" to Glock 
headquarters in Austria and operating units in Latin America and 
Hong Kong. But these service firms "had no economic substance 
and were motivated by tax reasons," according to a confidential 
92-page analysis of the Glock companies in 2002 by auditing 
firm PricewaterhouseCoopers. PwC had been retained by the 
provisional administrator of Unipatent appointed by the 
Luxembourg court. The PwC auditors found that the service 
companies' role appeared to be the shielding of profits from 
potential taxation in Austria, Latin America, and Hong Kong.  
    The Latin American and Hong Kong units, in turn, appeared to 
be used to extract profits from the U.S. subsidiary, PwC 
alleged—an assertion reiterated by the 2008 IRS complaint filed 
by Jannuzzo. American tax liability allegedly was artificially 
lowered by having pistols manufactured in Austria sold first to 
the Latin American and Hong Kong units and then resold for 
higher prices to Glock Inc. in the U.S. By inflating costs to the 
American subsidiary, this arrangement decreased the profits the 
subsidiary reported to the IRS, according to Jannuzzo.  
     A spokeswoman for the IRS, Patricia Bergstrom, declined to 
confirm or deny that the agency is investigating Gaston Glock or 
his companies. The IRS, says Jannuzzo, has interviewed him 
about Glock three times since June 2008.  
    Glock's Guevara said that the company has undergone "a series 
of comprehensive governmental audits going back to 1988" in the 
U.S. and Austria. "No audit has ever resulted in findings of tax 
fraud in any jurisdiction," he added.  
     For nearly three years after the attempt on his life, Gaston 
Glock employed a team of investigators to probe the workings of 
his own company. This group, referred to in internal 
correspondence as "the A-Team," was headed by James R. 
Harper III, an ex-U.S.   Justice Dept. prosecutor. Harper 
discovered that Reofin, the Glock affiliate in Panama, had taken 
part in starting Unibank Offshore in Northern Cyprus in 1995. 
Unibank's co-founder, according to documents BusinessWeek 
has reviewed, was Hakki Yaman Namli. Law enforcement 
officials in the U.S. and Europe have alleged that Namli, who is 
of Turkish descent, launders funds for crime syndicates. In 2003, 
a federal grand jury in Manhattan indicted him for fraud carried 
out through another outfit in Northern Cyprus, First Merchant 
Bank, which Namli controlled. A year later, the U.S. Treasury 
designated First Merchant as a "primary money-laundering 
concern." Turkey closed the bank in 2006. Namli is listed as a 
fugitive in the New York case.  
     Harper told Gaston Glock and Jannuzzo he believed that 
Ewert was the one who involved the Glock companies with 
Namli. But Harper wrote in a memo to Jannuzzo dated Nov. 1, 
2000, that Gaston Glock "is in danger of being flagged as an 
international money launderer because by all appearances...Ewert 
was working at [Gaston] Glock's direction up until the time of the 
assault [on Glock]." Harper added: "Mr. Glock doesn't 
understand the breadth of the problems or the potential disaster 
that could befall him."  
 Glock's Guevara said that neither the company nor Gaston 
Glock has ever had any relationship with "a banking institution in 
Turkey or [the] Turkish Republic [of] Northern Cyprus."  

      In recent years, the gun company's U.S. operation has been 
rattled by scandal. Local authorities in Georgia have prosecuted 
Jannuzzo and fellow former executive Peter Manown at the 
behest of their former employer. On Oct. 18, 2007, Manown, an 
attorney who handled many of Gaston Glock's personal matters in 
the U.S., testified that he and Jannuzzo had embezzled company 
funds and funneled the money to accounts in the Cayman Islands. 
He said the pair also skimmed money from Glock real estate 
transactions. And Manown said he and Jannuzzo had withdrawn 
more than $500,000 from Glock accounts for political campaign 
contributions from 1993 to at least 2003. The executives put 
some of that cash in their own pockets, he testified. "There was 
so much money flying around in this company," Manown said. "It 
was like Monopoly money." He recounted confessing his 
transgressions privately to Gaston Glock back in 2003 and 
repaying some of the stolen money. The former Glock executive 
pled guilty in 2008 to theft and received a suspended 10-year 
sentence.  
     In connection with the campaign contributions, Manown 
testified that Gaston Glock knew what his underlings were doing: 
"This was all done with Mr. Glock's blessing." Manown said he 
and Jannuzzo would withdraw cash for political contributions 
from a Glock account at the since-closed Summit Bank (SBGA) 
in Atlanta. Sometimes the Glock executives withdrew "$9,000 so 
it would stay under the reporting radar of the bank," Manown 
said. He was referring to the federal anti-money laundering rule 
that requires banks to report to the Treasury Dept. any cash 
withdrawal of $10,000 or more. Purposely evading the 
requirement is a federal crime punishable by up to five years in 
prison.  
     Manown went on to explain that he and Jannuzzo at times 
wrote checks on the Glock account to themselves and to their 
wives. Jannuzzo later "spread [some of the money] around [to] 
other people at Glock," with the understanding that they would 
use the funds to make political contributions, Manown added. He 
kept a handwritten ledger of many of the withdrawals. A Nov. 1, 
2000, entry shows $60,000 designated for "Bush election 
campaign per GG and PJ 4 RF." GG apparently is Gaston Glock; 
PJ, Paul Jannuzzo; and RF, Richard Feldman, the lobbyist and 
consultant. The Cobb County District Attorney's Office declined 
to comment on any "matters related to open cases."  
ALLEGATIONS OF THEFT 
     A review of federal campaign donations by Glock employees 
between 1991 and 2004, conducted for BusinessWeek by the 
nonprofit Center for Responsive Politics, shows more than 100 
individual donations worth a total of at least $80,000. Jannuzzo 
says many more contributions were made by Glock employees 
and associates for less than $200 apiece to avoid election-law 
reporting requirements. Among the recipients of Glock-affiliated 
campaign contributions were former Atlanta-area Republican 
congressman Bob Barr, and two current Republican members of 
Congress from Georgia, Representative Phil Gingrey and Senator 
Saxby Chambliss.  
    Barr said in a written statement that all donations he received 
from people affiliated with Glock were "fully and appropriately 
reported to the [Federal Election Commission], and so far as we 
knew, were legitimate." A spokeswoman for Gingrey said in a 
separate statement: "We have never knowingly received any 



 

 
Page 65

unlawful contributions." A Chambliss spokeswoman said that to 
be on the safe side, the senator planned to return contributions 
from Glock-affiliated donors.  
      Glock had a number of reasons to try to make an impression 
on Capitol Hill. Gun control proposals that could affect its 
business were being debated. The gun industry also lobbied for 
federal protection from liability lawsuits, culminating in the 
enactment of such a law in 2005.  
     In his written response, Glock's Guevara said: "Manown and 
Jannuzzo stole over $500,000 of Glock money for themselves 
and then labeled it political contributions to hide their crimes. In 
any event, we conducted our own due diligence, which revealed 
that Manown's statement that Glock money was spread to 
employees to make political contributions is entirely false (except 
as to Manown and Jannuzzo). With respect to the allegation that 
Glock contributed $60,000 to the 2000 Presidential political 
campaign, the evidence shows that Manown stole this money 
from Glock and transferred it to Cayman Island accounts 
controlled by Manown and Jannuzzo."  
    Manown's confession in Cobb County had serious 
consequences for Jannuzzo. On Jan. 14, 2008, the onetime U.S. 
chief of Glock's U.S. operation was arrested and charged by local 
authorities with theft and racketeering. The indictment alleges 
Jannuzzo stole a semi-automatic pistol from his former place of 
employment and conspired with Manown to embezzle $177,000 
from Gaston Glock. Jannuzzo denies the charges. He says he 
never stole any money. The dealings described in the indictment 
related to his effort to help his former colleague Manown resolve 
his mismanagement of Glock funds, Jannuzzo says. As for the 
disputed handgun, Jannuzzo maintains he volunteered to return it 
but no one at Glock ever took him up on the offer.  
      In contrast to these denials, Jannuzzo admits he reimbursed 
fellow Glock employees and others for making political 
contributions, which was illegal. He says he first discussed the 
practice with Gaston Glock in 1993 during a meeting in Austria. 
The reimbursements, Jannuzzo adds, continued for at least 10 
years. Glock indicated strong interest in the donations. "He would 
say, 'How are we doing? What do the candidates look like? Do 
we need to make some contributions?'" Jannuzzo adds: "[Gaston 
Glock] knew 100%. I talked to him personally about it on the 
phone."  
No one has been charged in connection with the alleged 
reimbursements. Some may now be beyond prosecution because 
the statute of limitations has expired.  
Hoarding Rounds 
     The "Obama stimulus" that caused a surge in gun sales has 
created another bull market—for bullets. The Los Angeles Times 
(SUNW) reported on Aug. 30 that ammunition prices have 
jumped as gun enthusiasts, worried about new restrictions, stock 
up on firearms and ammo. "Bullet factories are running around 
the clock to meet demand," the Times noted. The Obama 
Administration has not, however, made a move to toughen gun 
control, let alone ammunition control. 
http://www.businessweek.com/magazine/content/09_38/b414703
6107809.htm 
 

09-09-10 Man charged with robbing woman in Walmart lot 

  Police have nabbed a Lancaster man who robbed a woman in a 
Walmart parking lot Wednesday, police said. 
   Robert G. Leonard III, 35, of Old Philadelphia Pike, at 5:51 
p.m., grabbed a 58-year-old Lancaster woman from behind while 
she was getting into her vehicle at the Walmart at 2030 Fruitville 
Pike, Manheim Township Police said. 
  Leonard demanded her purse and car keys and when she 
refused, he produced a knife and repeated his demands, police 
said. Leonard got the purse and car keys and drove away in the 
woman's car. 
  The woman was not injured, police said. 
   At 11 p.m., an officer from the Ephrata Police Department 
attempted to stop the vehicle in Ephrata Borough for traffic 
violations, police said. 
   The vehicle fled and a pursuit ensued through the borough and 
Ephrata and Warwick townships, police said. 
   The driver lost control of the vehicle on Rothsville Road, just 
east of Royer Road, and crashed, police said. The vehicle 
overturned and Leonard was taken into custody without incident. 
   Ephrata police turned Leonard over to Manheim Township 
Police, who charged him with robbery of a motor vehicle and 
theft by unlawful taking, police said. 
    He was arraigned before District Judge David Miller and sent 
to Lancaster County Prison in lieu of $100,000 bail. 
   Charges by Ephrata police are  pending as the investigation 
continues, police said 
http://articles.lancasteronline.com/local/4/242035 
 

09-09-09 Reader’s Response: Tackle gun violence before 
swine flu 
By Hooman Noorchashm, M.D. 
      I recently participated in the care of victims of traumatic 
injuries at one of Philadelphia’s major medical centers. Being a 
city trauma center, this hospital sees its fair share of car-accident 
victims, falls and industrial accidents, which happen in and 
around Philadelphia. But perhaps the most heart-wrenching and 
difficult group of trauma patients I came across were the victims 
of gun violence; typically, between 15 and 35 years of age and 
almost all from less fortunate locales in our region. 
     Visualize a young man of 22 years bleeding to death from a 
single gunshot wound to his chest. Another man of no more than 
24 years shot nine times with massive injuries to his bowels and 
major blood vessels, bleeding to death. Another man shot with a 
shattered liver, blasted colon and defunct kidney, and now 
paraplegic forever. Another shot in the neck, a quadriplegic 
forever. A young woman sitting on her porch watching her 
children play, senselessly struck by a stray bullet that lodges itself 
near her spine; lucky to have been spared paralysis. And another 
young man dead on arrival. A son, a brother, a friend, another 
human being, “dead” on arrival. Visualize a mother’s sobs, a 
brother’s fury, a child’s terror at bearing witness to such cruelty. 
       Somehow our middle- and upper-class minds and our news 
channels manage to package these events into nice, polished, 
“Law & Order,” Hollywood-style editorial clips away from our 
orderly suburban lives; Far away. All the while bullets and guns 
daily violate the liberties and basic human rights of our neighbors 
and fellow citizens in a 20-mile radius around us. And with a 
frequency that trumps many diseases such as cancer, heart disease 
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and the swine flu. That we are blinded to it or feign ignorance 
and allow it to happen in America, not in some faraway land and 
not under some renegade dictatorial government, is an 
astoundingly tragic fact. 
     A striking juxtaposition to our inaction in the face of the 
plague that is gun violence is the identification and ban on 
secondhand cigarette smoke as a health hazard in public venues 
in the city of Philadelphia. I can attest to the fact that we do not 
see the same frequency of secondhand smoke-related casualties 
rolling into our city hospitals on a daily basis. Yet collectively 
our society understands the need for curtailing some individual 
choices (e.g., to smoke in public spaces) in order to protect the 
liberties and health of fellow citizens. As another example, a 
handful of swine flu-related deaths and ICU admissions (far 
fewer than the mortality and chronic disease associated with gun 
violence) have, appropriately, led to the massive mobilization of 
federal, state and city governments in case a pandemic should 
occur. A multi-billion-dollar swine-flu industry has been 
blooming in under a year. In short, in America we know that 
where there’s a will there’s a way. And yet guns cause a rampant 
disease in our cities. Gun violence kills, maims and violates the 
health and individual liberties of American citizens in our large 
urban centers at an astronomical rate every day; at a mind-
numbing human and economic cost yearly. If we can render 
secondhand smoke illegal in our congested public venues, if we 
can mobilize our ingenuity and resources to hedge against the 
potential risk of a swine-flu epidemic, are we so weak and 
incapable in the face of the very present epidemic of gun violence 
in certain geographic hotspots? 
      It’s very appropriate to consider that even a casual reading of 
our Constitution’s fundamental goal of protecting the basic 
individual liberties of American citizens would lead any logical 
reader to the inevitable conclusion that guns, as the demonstrated 
agents of a lethal contemporary epidemic, are unconstitutional in 
our cities. Tragically, the Second Amendment is cited as the 
barrier to such a thought process and legislation. Of course most 
gun advocates conveniently fail to draw a distinction between the 
historic and timeless purpose of the Second Amendment (i.e., “A 
well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free 
State, the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be 
infringed”) and the severe public health hazard the presence of 
guns, legally or illegally owned, poses in our cities today. Surely 
the founding fathers would have been horrified to learn that their 
beloved Constitution itself is used to keep legal the causal agent 
of a major violation of individual liberty and freedom in 
American cities today. 
      All told, however, the data would indicate that our collective 
complacency about gun violence is not because of a lack of 
scientific evidence for the existence of this disease or an 
understanding of its root causes. Nor is it because we, as a 
society, are mute in proclaiming the sacred capacity and charge 
the founders designed into the American system of government to 
protect human liberties in the face of forces outside their 
individual control; alas words are cheap and come easily. It 
would seem rather that we suffer from a spiritual deficit, the 
diametric opposite of that which the founders were graced with 
when they brought the American system of government into 
being. Our complacency in making guns illegal in our cities and 

all the arguments our fellow citizens concoct to rationalize such 
inaction come from a single source: an inability to collectively 
visualize ourselves and our families in the shoes of our neighbors 
and feel the heart-wrenching plight forced upon them using guns. 
It is difficult to escape the conclusion that our contemporary 
incapacity to stay true to the dictum that we are our brothers’ 
keepers, especially when it comes to points of conflict, plight and 
disease, has evolved into a tragic state of anergy in exercising the 
sacred charge of our American republic: to be the single point of 
hope and guardian of individual human liberty. 
    Hooman Noorchashm, M.D., Ph.D. lives in Narberth. 
http://www.mainlinemedianews.com/articles/2009/09/12/main_li
ne_times/opinion/doc4aa7e77a86ab5539188779.txt 
 

09-09-09 Gun Hobby 
   She sold millions of records with a sultry voice, sex-infused 
lyrics and an explosive stage persona where formfitting outfits 
highlighted her seductive dancing. 
    But at the private Pawling Mountain Club, a shooting estate in 
upstate New York, Thalía, the one-named Mexican-born pop 
singer, is mellow, waiting as her husband unzips a nondescript 
gun case. What emerges is a smoothly rounded, perfectly 
machined shotgun built by an Italian master, Tullio Fabbri. The 
marbled walnut of the stock, polished to a high shine, catches the 
light, while the eye focuses immediately on the intricate etchings 
around the action. 
    This 20-gauge is formfitting in another way: Fabbri meets with 
each client and takes measurements of their arms, wingspan and 
reach. With a dummy gun, he watches the buyer shoulder the 
firearm multiple times from various angles. When the product is 
finished, each gun perfectly fits the unique build of the shooter. 
The designs are alive, Fabbri says, and meant to become an 
extension of the arms. This meticulous detail is why the 49-year 
old is regarded as an artist as much as a gunmaker. And also why 
his prices start at $125,000 per gun. 
   Pawling is a respite from celebrity, and shooting sporting clays 
is Thalía’s modus operandi for relaxing. “Shooting is a great 
escape for us,” the singer says. Almost weekly she’ll dust a few 
clay pigeons with friends. 
    Thalía grew up as an expert handgun markswoman in Mexico 
City, but when she met her husband, the music kingmaker 
Tommy Mottola, he introduced her to shotgun sports including 
skeet. “I love the whole experience,” Thalía says. That includes 
the fashion as much as the weaponry. As an accoutrement, Thalía 
dons traditional shooting clothes from European labels such as 
Beretta Thalía’s custommade shotgun is significantly lighter and 
easier to handle due to Fabbri’s high-tech process.  
     Fabbri has become a top pick for Steven Spielberg, Eric 
Clapton and King Juan Carlos of Spain. The operation was 
started in 1965 by Fabbri’s father, Ivo, in a small shop in the 
Valle Trompia—a legendary valley in northern Italy that has been 
home to gunmakers since the 16th century. The shop’s output is 
only 30 guns per year. (The wait list is approaching five years.) 
Italian artisans known only by single names spend 400 to 600 
hours etching the metalwork on the guns, which can add $50,000 
or more to the price. “Tullio’s work is as good as a Picasso,” 
Mottola says. 
http://magazine.wsj.com/hunter/great-vintage/gun-hobby/ 
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09-09-09 Smith & Wesson Equips Multiple Police Forces in 
Mexico 
     Smith & Wesson M&P15 Tactical Rifles Selected by Police 
of Federal District of Mexico and Federal Commission of Energy 
Smith & Wesson Holding Corporation 
    Smith & Wesson Holding Corporation (Nasdaq: SWHC), 
parent company of Smith & Wesson Corp., the legendary 157-
year old company in the global business of safety, security, 
protection and sport, announced today that it has commenced 
shipments of its M&P15 tactical rifles to Mexico's Secretary of 
National Defense. The duty firearms will be distributed by that 
agency to police forces including the Commission Federal de 
Electricidad (Federal Commission of Energy) and El Gobierno 
del Distrito Federal (Police of Federal District of Mexico). 
    Smith & Wesson has supplied 820 of its M&P15 tactical rifles 
to the Police of the Federal District of Mexico, as well as 1500 of 
its M&P15 rifles to Mexico's Department of Energy. The 
company has commenced armorer's training for each agency, as 
well as range training for those specialized officers who will be 
authorized to carry the new patrol rifles. 
     As long standing customers of Smith & Wesson, both the 
Police of the Federal District of Mexico and Mexico's 
Department of Energy have historically purchased the company's 
revolvers, pistols and handcuffs.  
     Leland Nichols, Senior Vice President of Sales and Marketing 
for Smith & Wesson Corp., said, "We have continued to build 
upon our global customer base, supported by our broad offering 
of M&P firearm products. Our entire line of M&P tactical rifles 
and pistols has been designed and manufactured with the exacting 
requirements of our law enforcement customers in mind. We are 
proud to continue our successful relationship with the Police of 
the Federal District of Mexico and Mexico's Department of 
Energy, as well as a number of other law enforcement agencies 
throughout Mexico."  
     The M&P Rifle Series is based upon a combat-proven design 
and incorporates standard features designed to enhance ease of 
use and accuracy while in the field. The M&P15 is a rugged, 
lightweight, semi-automatic rifle with a 16-inch barrel, or a 14.5-
inch barrel for law enforcement applications. The rifle is 
chambered for 5.56mm NATO (.223) ammunition and features a 
single-stage trigger with a 7-pound trigger pull. Both the upper 
and lower receivers on the rifles are constructed with a tough 
7071 T6 aluminum and each rifle is furnished with an A2 military 
flash suppressor. Reliability features of the gas-operated rifles 
include a chrome-lined gas key, bolt carrier and barrel. The 
M&P15 rifle is designed to accommodate a variety of shooting 
positions through the use of a six-position adjustable stock and 
each rifle features a barrel twist of 1 in 9 inches. The M&P15 
incorporates a traditional AR-15 design featuring a removable 
carry-handle and adjustable rear and front post sights, allowing 
for quick target acquisition and convenient handling. The black 
anodized rifle measures 35 inches in length when fully extended 
and a compact 32 inches with the stock collapsed. The M&P15 
has an unloaded weight of 6.74 pounds. 

    About Smith & Wesson 
   Smith & Wesson Holding Corporation, a global leader in 
safety, security, protection and sport, is parent company to Smith 

& Wesson Corp., one of the world's largest manufacturers of 
quality firearms and firearm safety/security products and parent 
company to Universal Safety Response, a full-service perimeter 
security integrator, barrier manufacturer and installer, as well as 
parent company to Thompson/Center Arms Company, Inc., a 
premier designer and manufacturer of premium hunting rifles, 
black powder rifles, interchangeable firearms systems and 
accessories under the Thompson/Center brand. Smith & Wesson 
licenses shooter protection, knives, apparel, and other accessory 
lines. Smith & Wesson is based in Springfield, Massachusetts 
with manufacturing facilities in Massachusetts, Maine, New 
Hampshire and Tennessee. The Smith & Wesson Academy is 
America's longest running firearms training facility for law 
enforcement, military and security professionals. For more 
information on Smith & Wesson, call (800) 331-0852 or log on 
to www.smith-wesson.com. For more information on Universal 
Safety Response, log on to www.usrgrab.com. For more 
information on Thompson/Center Arms, log on to 
www.tcarms.com. 
http://www.bradenton.com/452/story/1693987.html 
 

09-09-09 Manatee market for illegal guns booming 
    MANATEE — Illegal gun sales in Manatee are booming, and 
the weapons are falling into young and dangerous hands, law 
enforcement officials warn in the wake of a second teenager 
gunned down in a month.  
    Guns are for sale on the same corners where drugs and 
violence plague neighborhoods in Manatee County, and the 
market for guns is just as lucrative and prevalent as the selling of 
drugs, Manatee Sheriff Brad Steube said Tuesday. 
   “Just like there are people with money who will do whatever 
they can to get crack cocaine,” Steube said, “there are people 
with money who want to buy guns. If they know where to go to 
get them, they will do it.” 
   Most illegal guns are obtained through burglaries or robberies, 
and the weapons are rarely sold where there might be a trace. 
   “It is extremely rare for us to recover a gun in a pawn shop 
because of all the checks and balances,” Steube said.  
     Instead, street sales make criminals big money — to the tune 
of thousands. More than $68,000 worth of guns were stolen in 
burglaries alone in the first six months of this year, and $105,000 
in guns during the same time frame in 2008, sheriff’s statistics 
show. 
   “Those numbers are going to be high because victims give the 
highest estimate they can, but it is significant,” sheriff’s 
spokesman Dave Bristow said.  
    Guns in the hands of the young took center stage Tuesday as a 
room full of politicians, law enforcement officers and school 
officials exploded with anger over the killing of 17-year-old 
Bayshore High School cheerleader Jasmine Thompson. 
    “I am down right pissed about this,” said Manatee County 
Commissioner Gwen Brown. “I am just angry this is happening 
over and over, and every weekend I am asking,‘Who’s next?’” 
Manatee County Sheriff’s Office detectives say Thompson died 
from a gunshot wound to the head after 18-year-old Daniel Floyd 
Williams fired a gun into a car outside Southeast High School. 
   Williams has been arrested on a charge of second-degree 
murder. He has been “somewhat cooperative” with authorities, 
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but he has refused to say where he got the gun, and it has not 
been recovered, Bristow said.  
   Williams does not have a felony record, but he was arrested in 
2008 on a charge of driving with no driver’s license. School 
officials said by law they could not release his school records, 
other than his last enrollment with the district at Horizons 
alternative school on Oct. 21, 2008. Students are typically 
transferred to Horizons because of discipline problems. 
    Mike McCann, the district’s head of discipline and dropout 
prevention, did say that incidents involving students and guns 
have grown more troubling. Over the summer, McCann 
reassigned 16 students to Horizons for their involvement in off-
campus incidents involving weapons. Since the school year 
started, he has already begun to investigate a case in which a 
student threatened to steal a law enforcement officer’s weapon 
and shoot him with it.  
   “In my opinion, we have got to find out where these kids are 
getting these guns,” McCann said.  
   Bristow said it is unclear if Williams got the gun illegally 
because it is not against Florida law for a gun owner to sell a 
firearm to someone 18 or older. Federal law prohibits licensed 
gun dealers from selling firearms to anyone younger than 21, 
according to the U.S. Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 
Explosives.  
   Thompson was killed exactly one month after Bayshore 
graduate DeJuan Williams, 18, was gunned down in his backyard 
as he searched for teens who had been in his home with his 
teenage sister without his parents’ permission. Sheriff’s 
detectives charged former Southeast High School student Byron 
Galloway, 16, with second-degree murder in that case. In 
Galloway’s case, detectives recovered the gun but have not been 
able to trace it. Detectives are running it through state and federal 
databases to find any leads as to how the teen got the gun, 
Bristow said.  
   “They are very hard to trace, so that doesn’t usually get us very 
far,” he said.  
     Florida law enforcement ranks only behind California as 
making the most requests for federal help in tracing weapons 
recovered, with 18,296 in 2008, according to a recent ATF study. 
Of those in which an original gun buyer could be located, the 
average time from a firearm’s first purchase to the time it was 
recovered during a crime was 9.7 years, a little faster than the 
national average of 10.3 years, according to the study. 
    Thompson’s shooting has grabbed the attention of the 
community, as many from all walks of life expressed sorrow for 
her family and outrage over the killing.  
    Sarasota Pastor Al Davis, who works with troubled youth in 
Sarasota and Manatee counties, said his granddaughter was in the 
car with Thompson the night of the shooting. Guns are just too 
easy for kids to come by, he said.  
    “In these neighborhoods where there are a lot of robberies, a 
lot of these kids say they need to get a gun for protection, and it 
often ends badly,” Davis said. “My granddaughter is just 
devastated.”  
    Famed ESPN sportscaster and Lakewood Ranch resident Dick 
Vitale pledged to help Thompson’s family pay funeral expenses, 
which are expected to hit $1,500. Vitale is also looking to 

establish scholarships in the names of Thompson and Williams at 
$1,000 each to go toward two students’ college educations. 
    “My heart just bleeds for these families,” he said. “This 
senseless killing is absolutely appalling. I cannot understand how 
someone can grab a gun and shoot this beautiful young girl. We 
have to get to our kids, and that starts from the crib — the love, 
the caring.” More than a dozen public officials echoed Vitale’s 
outrage at the morning press conference in Manatee County 
Commission chambers, decrying both the slayings and gun 
violence in general.  
   “I’m tired of our children killing other children,” said state Rep. 
Darryl Rouson. D-St. Petersburg. “A gun does not make a boy a 
man.” 
   Rouson pledged to give $4,000 from a recent fund-raiser to 
Manatee County officials to use toward rewards for students who 
report gun possession.  
   Commissioner Brown also pushed for parents to get involved in 
their children’s lives, a step that may save a life as the homicide 
rate in Manatee County has reached an all-time high.  
   “Our children are carrying guns like it is a fad,” said Brown. 
“Parents need to be searching rooms, looking under beds, in 
drawers and in bookbags.” 
   Others urged students to step forward to report gun possession 
by their peers before the worst happens.  
   “Kids know who the stoners are, who the jocks are, and I’m 
pretty sure they know who has the guns,” Bradenton City 
Councilwoman Marianne Barnebey said.  
   Steube also pleaded for parents to help in the fight against guns 
and drugs, saying law enforcement can react to crime but cannot 
instill morals in those willing to take a life. “I am upset. I am 
mad. I want the community to step up,” Steube said. 
   The sheriff urged students to call the Manatee Crimestoppers 
tipline to report anyone with a weapon or involved in illegal 
activity.  
   “I certainly would have taken some action if I knew someone 
had a gun outside Southeast High School the other night,” Steube 
said. “But I didn’t have that information.”  
  Anyone with information on these cases or crimes being 
committed can call the sheriff’s office at (941) 747-3011, or 
Manatee Crimestoppers at (866) 634-TIPS. 
http://www.bradenton.com/news/local/story/1693372.html 
 

09-09-09  Man due in court on firearms offenses 
   CHESTER — A Chester Township man barred from owning a 
firearm due to a past conviction is scheduled today for a 
preliminary hearing on disorderly conduct and firearms offenses, 
according to online court documents. 
   Juan Antonio Swain, 23, of the 1400 block of Rainer Road in 
Toby Farms, was arrested Sunday after police responded to the 
2900 block of West Ninth Street and began dispersing a large and 
noisy crowd, shortly after 2 a.m. 
   As officers exited their vehicles and walked toward the group, a 
male wearing a white hat, white T-shirt and red shorts attempted 
to walk away, ignoring officers’ requests to stay put. 
  The arrest affidavit described the male, later identified as Swain, 
as extremely nervous and looking over his shoulder. 
   Sgt. Otis Blair, in the affidavit, states he had to physically stop 
Swain. Even then, Swain failed to follow requests “and had to be 
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taken to the ground to be patted down for officers’ safety,” the 
affidavit states. 
   During the pat down, a chrome Raven Industries .25-caliber 
handgun was recovered from Swain’s pants pocket. Swain was 
immediately arrested. 
   An ownership check on the handgun found it was last registered 
to a female. The firearm was turned into evidence. 
   Swain was remanded to the county prison in lieu of 10 percent 
of $200,000 bail. His hearing is scheduled in Magisterial District 
Judge Spencer B. Seaton Jr.’s courtroom. 
http://www.delcotimes.com/articles/2009/09/09/news/doc4aa71a
b446e92183742011.txt 
 

09-09-09 EDITORIAL: Sunstein flunks gun rights test 
  Another 'czar' shoots himself in the foot 
    Harvard Law School professor Cass R. Sunstein, the 
president's embattled nominee to head the Office of Information 
and Regulatory Affairs, misfired one time too many.  
   Mr. Sunstein has been assuring Second Amendment advocates, 
including key Republican Sen. Saxby Chambliss of Georgia, that 
he strongly believes the Constitution protects an individual right 
to bear arms. In a July 14 letter clarifying his positions at the 
request of the senator, Mr. Sunstein wrote: "Your first question 
involved the Second Amendment. I strongly believe that the 
Second Amendment creates an individual right to possess and use 
guns for purposes of both hunting and self-defense. I agree with 
the Supreme Court's decision in the Heller case, clearly 
recognizing the individual right to have guns for hunting and self-
defense. If confirmed, I would respect the Second Amendment 
and the individual right that it recognizes."  
   There's no wiggle room in that statement, and Mr. Chambliss 
dropped his hold on the nomination based on Mr. Sunstein's 
assurances. But it turns out that the professor has held a certain 
contempt for the very viewpoint he suddenly claims to espouse.  
     A videotape has surfaced of a lecture Mr. Sunstein gave at the 
University of Chicago on Oct. 23, 2007. Here is what he said: 
"My coming view is that the individual right to bear arms reflects 
the success of an extremely aggressive and resourceful social 
movement and has much less to do with good standard legal 
arguments than [it] appears." Discussing the anti-gun laws in the 
District of Columbia, he said a critic of such strict gun control 
would say that a "trigger lock interferes with his efforts at self-
defense against criminals. What on Earth does that have to do 
with the Second Amendment as originally understood?"  
   Later in the lecture, Mr. Sunstein said, "My tentative suggestion 
is that the individual right to have guns as it's being 
conceptualized now is best taken as a contemporary creation and 
a reflection of current fears - not a reading of civic-centered 
founding debates."  
   Mr. Sunstein's overt hostility to the idea that the Constitution 
protects an individual right to bear arms, including for purposes 
of self-defense, is not something that should be welcomed from 
somebody whose job might entail weighing in on the value of 
anti-gun regulations. It also makes his more recent assurances 
that he is a Second Amendment stalwart seem rather 
disingenuous, at the very least. 
http://washingtontimes.com/news/2009/sep/09/sunstein-flunks-
gun-rights-test/ 

 

09-09-09 '99 shooting victim dies; inmate charged 
    A Stanton Heights man already in prison was charged with 
homicide yesterday in connection with a 1999 shooting that left 
the victim paralyzed until his death earlier this year. 
   Keith Drain, 38, who is being held in the State Correctional 
Institution Greene, was also charged with being a felon in 
possession of a firearm after the Allegheny County medical 
examiner's office determined that Alonzo D. Thompkins, 37, died 
of complications from the shooting. 
    Police said Mr. Thompkins, of Monroeville, was shot in the 
back at about 6:15 p.m. Jan. 12, 1999, while standing in the 6600 
block of Rowan Street in Lincoln-Larimer. Mr. Thompkins fell to 
the ground and his assailant stood over him and fired several 
more shots at him, grazing his head, before fleeing in a station 
wagon. 
     A short time later, police said, Mr. Drain was arrested in the 
shooting. 
Police said Mr. Drain is already serving a 14-year sentence for a 
robbery in Beaver County and a 30-year sentence for beating up a 
jail guard. 
http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/09252/996557-53.stm 
 

09-09-09 Minn. girl killed in church bat attack remembered 
   WHEATON, Minn. — A 14-month-old girl who was fatally 
struck by a baseball bat during an attack on her father at a church 
was remembered Wednesday as a bright and bubbly, as the 
church pastor used the occasion to rail against the evils of alcohol 
addiction. 
    About 50 people gathered at Thy Kingdom Come World 
Ministries to mourn Aundrea Brownlow, who died of a blow to 
her head from a bat that was aimed at her father, Claude Hankins. 
   David Collins, 50, of Wheaton, was charged Tuesday with two 
counts of second-degree murder and other charges in the attack 
last week, which prosecutors said was over $20 Hankins owed 
Collins and a dispute over a washer and dryer. 
   Investigators have not said whether Collins had been drinking 
before the attack last Thursday, but the girl's father and the pastor 
at the church, the Rev. Danny Barnes, both said it appeared 
Collins was drunk. Barnes, who found Collins after the attack in a 
bar about 100 miles away in Brookings, S.D., told mourners he 
blamed the attack on alcohol. 
     "The (evil) spirit in this particular case was alcohol," Barnes 
told mourners. 
   Barnes, 53, started the church five years and touts its yearlong 
program to help people, especially those battling addiction, clean 
up their lives. He said there are about 70 registered members, 
many of whom were referred to the church by shelters, jails, 
hospitals, treatment programs and other agencies. 
   Barnes has said hisown rap sheet includes arrests in at least five 
states, making him qualified to help others who make mistakes. 
But he declined to elaborate on his crimes. 
    Aundrea's mother, Sherry Hankins, told mourners her daughter 
used to greet churchgoers at the door, and she loved to listen to 
her dad sing. 
  "She was sure he was singing just to her," she said. 
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  Claude Hankins, who has said he forgives Collins, told 
congregants his daughter could usually be found in the kitchen 
eating. 
  "She was just a little ray of sunshine," he said. 
   Toys Aundrea played with were spread on the floor in the front 
of the church, and several children played with them. A slide 
show accompanied by Christian rock music beforehand showed 
pictures of Aundrea playing in a pool. 
   At the end of the 45-minute service, Barnes and his 
congregation chanted "hoo-rah" several times. 
   Another man, 42-year-old Darryl Kennedy of Wheaton, is 
charged with second-degree assault in the attack. Authorities said 
Kennedy lent Collins the bat and showed up at the church later 
Thursday and swung at Hankins with a two-by-four. 
   Collins and Kennedy were due to be arraigned Thursday in 
Traverse County District Court. They remain jailed on bond. 
   Both men have been assigned public defenders, but their 
lawyers did not immediately respond to phone messages 
Wednesday seeking comment. 
   Collins' wife, Melissa Collins, said Tuesday night that her 
husband had no comment. 
http://www.ajc.com/news/nation-world/minn-134571.html 
 

09-09-08 Feds investigate NOPD four years after Katrina; 
gun seizures should play into case 
    Four years after Hurricane Katrina wreaked havoc on the City 
of New Orleans, leaving anarchy in its wake, the Department of 
Justice is reportedly putting on a full court press investigation of 
the police in that city, with the main focus being on two shooting 
incidents that left three people dead. 
     Let’s be up front about this: Since the Second Amendment 
Foundation and National Rifle Association (and nobody else!) 
stepped to file a landmark federal lawsuit to stop authorities in 
New Orleans from illegally seizing firearms in the hurricane’s 
aftermath, nobody has been held accountable for that treachery. 
Now would be a good time for Barack Obama and Eric Holder to 
demonstrate beyond a reasonable doubt that they respect the 
Second Amendment by ordering the FBI to find out who issued 
the confiscation order, and bring them to justice, along with the 
individual officers who behaved like goons. Their tactics 
reflected on the thousands of good and decent police officers and 
sheriff’s deputies all over the country who would never dream of 
acting without warrant and abusing their authority, no matter 
what the emergency, and it created a distrust of law enforcement 
at times of emergency that lingers today.  

   “Privately, officers have groused that the feds are using 
strong-arm tactics, not offering professional courtesy usually 
extended to fellow law enforcement agencies.” 
     Specifically, we are talking about the cops, apparently from 
New York who seized, at gunpoint, two rifles from brothers Buell 
and Rodney Teel on the waters of Lake Pontchartrain, and the 
Highway Patrolmen, apparently from California, who body-
slammed frail Patricia Konie in her own home just to take away 
from her the vintage Colt revolver she showed them to prove she 
could take care of herself. She was hurt so badly by that physical 
assault that she required surgery. 
     Right now, NOPD officers are in the crosshairs of this federal 
probe, and some have complained to the New Orleans Times-

Picayune about the "strong-arm tactics" being used by the feds. 
Well, nobody is forcing them to testify at gunpoint, nor has 
anyone been physically assaulted. A whine like that is going to 
fall on deaf ears among New Orleans citizens who were forcibly 
stripped of their private property. 
      Mary Howell, a New Orleans attorney representing (one 
victim's) family in a civil rights suit against city officials, said 
Monday she understands the Justice Department is investigating 
several incidents involving the Police Department in the days 
after Katrina, including the bridge shooting.   
     Ever since then-Police Superintendent Eddie Compass 
announced to reporters that nobody but police would have guns, 
Second Amendment activists have wanted to know who issued 
that unconstitutional order. A few years ago when I was debating 
the travesty on a New Orleans talk show with Compass’ 
successor, Supt. Warren Riley, he dodged the direct question 
when I told him on-air that I wanted to know who issued the 
order. To him, it wasn’t important. To millions of outraged 
American gun owners, it is of critical importance. As my press 
colleagues are so fond of stating, the public has a right to know. 
     Simply because there is a natural or man-made disaster, one 
does not suspend the constitution, or state statute. We’re not 
talking about just the Second Amendment, but also the Fourth.  
      More than 1,000 firearms were illegally seized by the police 
and National Guard troopers, without warrant or probable cause, 
and with no legal authority under existing statute 
     Ginny Simone, a gutsy news anchor for NRA News, put 
together a video report that today ought to be required viewing 
for any public official who thinks that in an emergency, he or she 
becomes a reigning monarch. It is a segment that fully explains 
the outrage gun owners feel toward the Ray Nagin administration 
and why, even today, millions of Americans continue their 
boycott of the Crescent City. They will not travel there, buy 
goods from there or suggest to anyone else to visit the city. 
     If Nagin thinks that is unfair, too bad. His administration 
ignored, stonewalled and outright lied about the gun 
confiscations until attorneys representing SAF and NRA headed 
to court with a contempt citation. The city obfuscated for more 
than a year about those guns, by which time they were in such 
disrepair that they were worthless. Even after the case was finally 
settled, New Orleans authorities seemed to drag their feet. Upon 
investigation, many of the guns were found to have been 
deliberately damaged. 
     The FBI is understandably mum on where this investigation 
may lead; the agency does not discuss on-going cases. The fear is 
that this civil rights probe will stop with the two fatal shooting 
incidents, and that those responsible for what authors Gordon 
Hutchinson and Todd Masson called The Great New Orleans 
Gun Grab will escape accountability. 
     In the wake of the Katrina debacle, which SAF founder Alan 
Gottlieb called a “Constitutional outrage,” several state 
legislatures adopted laws that specifically prohibit the kind of gun 
confiscations that occurred. Over the past four years, I’ve heard 
from various street cops and even a couple of county sheriffs who 
would, they promise, ignore such orders if they were ever given.  
    What happened in New Orleans must never again be allowed 
to happen on American soil.  
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     As NRA’s Wayne LaPierre is quick to remind people when 
asked what they should do in case of another disaster, 
“Remember New Orleans.” 
http://www.examiner.com/x-4525-Seattle-Gun-Rights-
Examiner~y2009m9d8-Feds-investigate-NOPD-four-years-after-
Katrina-gun-seizures-should-play-into-case 
 

09-09-06 Wounded Philly officer released from hospital 
   PHILADELPHIA - The award-winning Philadelphia police 
officer who suffered a facial injury Friday morning during a 
chase and shootout with armored car robbery suspects in 
Southwest Philadelphia was released from the hospital Saturday 
evening, Fox-29 reports. 
   Officer Adrian Hospedale was responding to a chase that ended 
with a shootout in broad daylight at 63rd Street and Grays 
Avenue in West Philadelphia Friday afternoon. 
   Police have identified the two shooting suspects as 50-year-old 
Brian Williams, he has 31 prior arrests. The second suspect is 42-
year-old Anthony Reid, of South Philadelphia, who has 16 prior 
arrests. They have been charged with robbery, aggravated assault, 
violation of uniform firearms act. Other related offenses are 
pending. 
    Doctors said Officer Hospedale may have been struck by a 
bullet fragment. He was taken Friday afternoon to Hospital of the 
University of Pennsylvania. 
   Police Lt. Frank Vanore told Fox 29 News there was a robbery 
of an armored car trying to make a delivery to an ATM at 52nd 
Street and Spruce Streets. There was one gunfire exchange at 
Springfield and Baltimore Avenues. 
   When the car crashed at 63rd Street and Grays Avenue, the 
driver bailed out. Police said six officers discharged their 
weapons, wounding suspect Anthony Reid in the leg. That injury 
was not believed to be life-threatening. 
   "The males were taken into custody. There were weapons 
recovered. And we understand the proceeds of the robbery were 
also recovered" inside the vehicle, Vanore said. 
  As Vanore put it, "We're very lucky we didn't have more people 
injured. These people had no regard. They're firing from a 
moving vehicle at police. And then, when the vehicle came to a 
stop, they fired directly at officers who were able to defend 
themselves and take the individuals into custody." 
  Mayor Michael Nutter and Police Commissioner Charles 
Ramsey spoke with the media outside the hospital shortly before 
noon Friday. 
  "This is certainly another frightening moment for the 
Philadelphia Police Department," Nutter said. 
   44-year-old Hospedale, a 16-year veteran, was the department's 
recipient of the George Fencl Award -- a community award given 
to officers who excel in their duties -- and he appeared on "Good 
Day Philadelphia" in June . 
   According to the department's Web site, the Fencl Award is 
named for a legendary city police officer who was head of the 
Civil Affairs Unit in the turbulent '60s. It "honors the everyday 
heroes of our city who exemplify compassion, dedication, 
loyalty, and fairness." 
   Ramsey said of Hospedale, "We're very pleased that he's going 
to be OK. But it's just one more example of just how dangerous it 
is for police officers out there on the street." 

  The shooting came a day before the one-year anniversary of 
Officer Isabel Nazario's death in a collision with a stolen SUV in 
Southwest Philadelphia. 
http://www.delcotimes.com/articles/2009/09/06/news/doc4aa38a
a7a27ed977290471.txt 
 

09-09-03 Wanted suspect dodges bullets as he escapes 
   A transient wanted on a variety of felony charges escaped in 
Mount Madonna County Park after a confrontation during which 
a Santa Clara County sheriff's deputy fired several shots, 
authorities said today 
   Joel Barnes, 39, was being sought on charges including assault 
with a deadly weapon, domestic violence, being a felon in 
possession of illegal firearms and committing a residential 
burglary involving a theft of a handgun, said sheriff's Sgt. Rick 
Sung.  
    Deputies tracked Barnes to a home on the 10000 block of 
Harding Avenue in San Martin just before midnight Tuesday. 
There was a confrontation as they tried to arrest Barnes, 
prompting a deputy to fire numerous shots, Sung said. 
     Sung would not elaborate on what led to the shooting, and it 
was not known whether Barnes was hit. 
     The suspect fled in a green Ford pickup truck, California 
license plate 4L81646, and was last seen in the park. Sung said 
Barnes was considered armed and dangerous. 
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-
bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2009/09/03/BANU19HIC7.DTL 
 

09-09-03 ATF Arrests 'Straw Purchasers' Who Supplied 37 
Guns to California Felons 
    Acting Special Agent In Charge Michael P. Gleysteen, of the 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF), 
Lawrence G. Brown, United States Attorney of the Eastern 
District of California, and Kenton Rainey, Police Chief, Fairfield 
Police Department, today announced the culmination of an six-
month investigation that resulted in the arrest of two "straw 
purchasers," individuals who falsified information and purchased 
at least 37 firearms that were subsequently delivered to felons in 
Colorado Springs and Northern California. To date, 12 of the 37 
firearms have been recovered in criminal investigations 
throughout the San Francisco Bay area. 
   Special agents from the ATF San Francisco Field Division and 
Denver Field Division, detectives from the Fairfield Police 
Department, local officers from the Colorado Springs area, and 
the United States Attorney's Offices in Sacramento and Denver 
worked in unison to identify JERRY JONES and SANAE 
QUIROZ-JONES, of Colorado Springs, Colo., and subsequently, 
TRAVIS PRICE, a former resident of Fairfield, Calif., and 
WENDY GARDINER, a former resident of Colorado Springs, 
Colo., in an illegal interstate firearms trafficking scheme. 
     JERRY DEAN JONES, 48, and SANAE QUIROZ-JONES, 
53, both residents of Colorado Springs, Colo., were arrested on 
Sept. 2, 2009, at 1 p.m. without incident at the United States 
Federal Courthouse, 1929 Stout Street, Denver, Colo. In their 
court appearance in federal court in Denver that same date, both 
defendants waived their identity hearings and were released on 
bail pending their initial appearance in the Eastern District of 
California, Sacramento, Calif., scheduled for Sept. 11, 2009. 
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    TRAVIS PRICE, 33, is currently in state prison in Taft, Calif., 
pursuant to state felony violations. Federal charges will be 
pursued based upon the complaint and warrant issued. 
   WENDY GARDINER, 32, is wanted and currently a fugitive 
from justice.  
    PRICE, GARDINER, JONES and QUIROZ-JONES are 
alleged to have conspired to engage and willfully engage in the 
business of dealing firearms without a license, and conspired to 
make and knowingly make false statements to a licensed firearms 
dealer during the acquisition of firearms. PRICE and 
GARDINER were also charged with knowingly possessing 
firearms shipped or transported in interstate or foreign commerce 
after having been convicted of an offense punishable by 
imprisonment exceeding one year. 
     "Straw purchasers are responsible for illegal diversion of 
guns. Many of these firearms ended up in the hands of criminals 
and used in violent crimes," said ATF's Acting Special Agent in 
Charge Michael Gleysteen. "We must stop the flow of guns from 
legal commerce to the criminals." 
   Gleysteen praised his law enforcement partners and thanked the 
United States Attorney's Offices for their support throughout the 
investigation. 
   "No matter where one might fall in the debate over gun control, 
there is little dispute that firearms must not end up in the hands of 
convicted felons," said United States Attorney Lawrence Brown. 
   "Since becoming chief in April 2007, my officers have 
confiscated 496 firearms which have or could have been used in 
other crimes. These efforts along with this current joint 
investigation with ATF will go a long way in making our 
communities safer," said Chief Kenton Rainey. 
    The investigation is ongoing and arrests will continue. The 
public is reminded that these charges are allegations and not 
evidence of guilt. All defendants are presumed innocent until they 
have been convicted. 
   The government's case is being prosecuted by Assistant United 
States Attorney Todd D. Leras.  
http://www.bradenton.com/452/story/1684269.htm 
 

09-09-02 Man shot by off-duty officer sues city 
     The man who was shot by an off-duty Pittsburgh police officer 
last year is suing the city and the officer for false imprisonment 
and excessive force. 
      Officer Paul G. Abel Jr. was found not guilty of criminal 
charges including aggravated assault by Allegheny County 
Common Pleas Judge Jeffrey Manning in June. An arbitrator 
ordered Officer Abel reinstated last week. 
    According to the lawsuit filed in federal court, Kaleb Miller 
was walking on  Sidney Street on the South Side about 2:10 a.m. 
June 28, 2008, when he saw  Mr. Abel, an off-duty Zone 3 police 
officer. He had a gun in his hand and was "yelling unintelligibly 
and was visibly intoxicated." 
      According to the lawsuit, Officer Abel got in a car that was 
stopped at the light, did a U-turn onto 20th Street and stopped 10 
feet in front of Mr. Miller. The officer then accused Mr. Miller of 
assaulting him. 
   The officer grabbed Mr. Miller by the shirt and ordered him to 
the ground. 

    "Defendant Abel then pushed the barrel of his pistol into the 
left eye and face cheek of plaintiff, at which point plaintiff began 
to go to the ground as ordered by defendant Abel," the lawsuit 
said. 
   Officer Abel then began to hit Mr. Miller in the back of the 
head with the gun, the suit continued. Trying to protect his head, 
Mr. Miller put his right hand over the back of it and was shot in 
the hand. 
    "After plaintiff suffered the right hand gunshot wound, he fell 
to the ground on his right side, at which point plaintiff viewed 
defendant Abel seated on the sidewalk, twirling his pistol," the 
complaint said. 
    Two uniformed officers arrived and said that Mr. Miller was 
under arrest.   Later, however, after they realized he had not 
assaulted Officer Abel, he was released and taken to the hospital 
for treatment, the suit says. 
    Mr. Miller claims in the lawsuit that the city failed to 
investigate prior acts of false imprisonment or excessive force by 
Officer Abel. http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/09245/994939-
100.stm 
 

09-09-02 Convicted cabbie killer gets life without parole 
   MEDIA COURTHOUSE — A judge sentenced convicted 
killer Ramir Steve to life in prison without parole Tuesday, then 
tacked on an additional 13 to 26 years ensuring he will never see 
the outside of prison walls again. 
   “This sentence is intended to punish and send a message,” said 
Judge Barry Dozor in sentencing the 20-year-old Upper Darby 
man for the murder of Gregory Cunningham on Christmas Eve 
2007. 
   Cunningham, 42, a County Cab Co. driver for two years, was 
gunned down after he picked up Steve in the 7400 block of 
Rogers Avenue, where he lived, about 2 a.m. The victim’s body 
was found in the walkway between buildings of the Park Lane 
East Apartments in Upper Darby. 
   Steve, following the killing, was quoted as telling a dispatcher 
who was seeking to send Cunningham’s cab to another location, 
“He ain’t coming … I killed him.” 
   In June, a jury convicted Steve of first-degree murder, robbery 
and carrying a firearm without a license. The jury of seven men 
and five women deliberated for less than an hour before deciding 
that Steve should be sentenced to life in prison for Cunningham’s 
murder instead of the death penalty. 
   During sentencing on Tuesday, Defense Attorney Walter 
Breslin asked Dozor to be “as merciful as you may be under the 
circumstances.” 
   Acknowledging that a jury had already decided Steve will serve 
life behind bars instead of being put to death by lethal injection, 
Breslin asked that the sentence for the robbery and firearm 
convictions be served concurrently. 
   “Just to give the defendant some hope that in the event the life 
sentence is commuted,” Breslin said. 
    Prosecutor James Halligan, however, argued for consecutive 
sentences based on the nature of the crime. 
  “The defendant killed Gregory Cunningham with 
premeditation,” Halligan said, adding that Steve committed the 
murder by making a call for a cabbie in the early morning of 
Christmas Eve with the intent of gunning down and robbing 
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whoever answered the call. It happened to be Cunningham. 
  “Mr. Ramir Steve had a complete disregard for the life of 
Gregory Cunningham.” 
  The judge agreed with Halligan and told Steve he would spend 
the rest of his days in jail for the senseless killing. 
    In addition to life behind bars without parole, Dozor sentenced 
Steve to 114 to 228 months for the robbery conviction and 42 to 
84 months for the firearm conviction — both sentences to run 
consecutively to the life sentence and to each other. 
   As the judge read the sentence, two young women, friends of 
Steve, broke down and sobbed. 
   “You understand the sentence?” Dozor asked Steve, who stood 
before him shackled about the waist, wrist and ankles. 
  “Yes sir,” responded Steve, expressing no emotion during the 
proceeding. 
   The victim’s parents were in the courtroom for the sentencing, 
tears rolling down their faces. Halligan told the judge that they 
did not wish to address the court. 
   In June, during the sentencing phase of the trial, the victim’s 
family issued a statement saying “there is no winner in the 
outcome of this tragedy, only two families who have lost their 
son and brother.” 
    The statement expressed “no ill will toward the Steve family” 
and stated it will “continue to pray for them as well as Ramir.” 
   “We want to commend all of those who came forward and 
testified truthfully; it took great courage and we know it was most 
   Steve’s twin brother, Romar Steve, testified as a prosecution 
witness, quoting the defendant as admitted he killed the cab 
driver. He admitted to trying to help his twin brother by hiding 
the evidence. 
   Romar Steve pleaded guilty to tampering with evidence and 
sentenced to three years probation. 
http://www.delcotimes.com/articles/2009/09/02/news/doc4a9ddf
6e21f03378398289.txt 
 

09-09-02 Violent Crime Rate Remained Unchanged While 
Theft Rate Declined In 2008 
U.S. Department of Justice 
    The violent crime rate in 2008 -- 19.3 victimizations per 1,000 
persons age 12 or older -- was unchanged from the previous year, 
the Bureau of Justice Statistics (BJS) in the Office of Justice 
Programs, U.S. Department of Justice, announced today. The 
property crime rate declined during 2008 from 147 to 135 crimes 
per 1,000 households, primarily as a result of decreases in theft 
and motor vehicle theft. 
   In 2008, an estimated 4.9 million violent crimes (rapes or 
sexual assaults, robberies, aggravated assaults and simple 
assaults) occurred, as well as an estimated 16.3 million property 
crimes (burglaries, motor vehicle thefts and household thefts) and 
137,000 personal thefts (picked pockets and snatched purses). 
These offenses included both crimes reported and unreported to 
police. With the exception of theft and motor vehicle theft, 
victimization rates for every type of crime measured were 
unchanged from the 2007 levels. 
   Violent and property crime rates in 2008 remain at the lowest 
levels recorded since 1973, the first year that such data were 
collected. The rate of every major violent and property crime 
measured by BJS fell between 1999 and 2008. The overall 

violent crime rate fell 41 percent and the property crime rate 
declined by 32 percent during the last 10 years.  
  In 2008, women were more likely than men to be victimized by 
someone they knew. Seventy percent of all violent crimes against 
women were committed by a known offender (an intimate, family 
member or friend/acquaintance), compared to 49 percent of 
violence against men. Twenty-three percent of the non-fatal 
violence against women was committed by an intimate (current or 
former spouse, boyfriend or girlfriend), compared to three 
percent of the violence against men.  
    Between 1999 and 2008, the rate of firearm violence declined 
from 2.5 incidents per 1,000 persons age 12 or older to 1.4 per 
1,000 persons. Offenders used firearms in seven percent of all 
violent crimes in 2008, unchanged from 1999. 
   Nearly half of all violent crimes and 40 percent of all property 
crimes were reported to police in 2008. Of the violent crimes, 
robbery (61 percent) and aggravated assault (62 percent) were 
most reported. Forty-one percent of rape/sexual assaults and 
simple assaults were reported to the police. A higher percentage 
of motor vehicle thefts (80 percent) than burglaries (56 percent) 
and thefts (34 percent) were reported to police. 
   These findings are drawn from BJS's National Crime 
Victimization Survey (NCVS), the nation's primary source for 
information on the frequency, characteristics and consequences 
of criminal victimization. Conducted since 1973, the NCVS is 
one of the largest continuous surveys conducted by the Federal 
government. In 2008, 42,093 households and 77,852 individuals 
age 12 or older were interviewed twice during the year for the 
NCVS. 
     Estimates from the NCVS, which includes offenses both 
reported and unreported to police, complement those from the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation's (FBI) Uniform Crime 
Reporting Program (UCR), which measures crimes reported to 
law enforcement agencies across the Nation. Unlike the NCVS, 
the UCR includes crimes against persons of all ages and 
businesses, as well as fatal crimes. Preliminary UCR results 
released by the FBI in June showed a 2.5 percent decline in 
violent crimes reported to the police and a 1.6 percent decline in 
property crimes during 2008. 
    The report, Criminal Victimization, 2008 (NCJ 227777), was 
written by BJS statistician Michael Rand. Following publication, 
the report can be found at 
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/abstract/cv08.htm. 
    For additional information about the Bureau of Justice 
Statistics' statistical reports and programs, please visit the BJS 
Web site at http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs. 
      The Office of Justice Programs (OJP), headed by Acting 
Assistant Attorney General Laurie O. Robinson, provides federal 
leadership in developing the nation's capacity to prevent and 
control crime, administer justice, and assist victims. OJP has five 
component bureaus: the Bureau of Justice Assistance; the Bureau 
of Justice Statistics; the National Institute of Justice; the Office of 
Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention; and the Office for 
Victims of Crime. In addition, OJP has two program offices: the 
Community Capacity Development Office, which incorporates 
the Weed and Seed strategy, and the Office of Sex Offender 
Sentencing, Monitoring, Apprehending, Registering, and 
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Tracking (SMART). More information can be found at 
http://www.ojp.gov. 
  SOURCE U.S. Department of Justice. 
http://www.bradenton.com/452/story/1680619.html 
 

09-09-02 Study: Gun Shows Main Source Of Guns Used In 
Crime 
   DAVIS, Calif. (CBS13) ―A new report from UC Davis 
researchers finds that American gun shows are the leading source 
of guns used in crimes, not just in the United States, but Mexico 
and Canada as well 
The undercover study by UC Davis Violence Prevention 
Research Program is called "What Goes On When Everybody 
Thinks Nobody Is Looking". The report includes hundreds of 
hidden-camera photographs and video taken from 78 gun shows 
in 19 states. 
    The report shows the two-thirds of gun sales at gun shows are 
through licensed vendors.  The others are sold through unlicensed 
vendors or private gun show attendees, who do not have to do 
background checks or file any paperwork.  The study state that 
85% of recovered crime guns have gone through at least one 
private party transaction following their initial sale by a licensed 
retailer. 
   Hidden camera pictures in the report show dozens of private 
party or unlicensed gun purchases where no identification is 
requested or shown.   
   "Illegal transactions were often conducted entirely out in the 
open," said Garen Wintemute, professor of emergency medicine 
at UC Davis School of Medicine and a leading researcher on 
firearm violence who authored the report. "The sense of impunity 
among sellers and purchasers in these cases was remarkable."  
   The study also links gun shows to the neo-Confederacy 
movement and neo-Nazism. 
    "Undocumented private party gun sale transactions account for 
as many as 40 percent of all gun sales," said Wintemute. "They 
are quick and convenient, and their anonymity attracts those who 
put privacy at a premium. These same attributes make private-
party gun sales a principal option for a felon or other prohibited 
person."  
   Wintemute also says more needs to be done to prevent these 
unregulated and illegal gun sales at gun shows. 
    "Law enforcement needs to have an expanded, proactive 
program at gun shows to prevent the illegal sale of guns," said 
Wintemute. "We also need to update existing laws so that all 
private-party gun sales, not just those at gun shows, are subject to 
the same safeguards now in place for gun purchases from 
licensed dealers."  
    The entire report can be found at 
www.ucdmc.ucdavis.edu/vprp/ 
http://cbs13.com/crime/gun.shows.crime.2.1159216.html 
 

09-08-31 Trial for Lawrenceville robbery-homicide starts 
     The trial began today for two Hill District men charged with 
robbing and killing a 24-year-old man who was waiting for a bus 
home from a Lawrenceville street fair on July 6, 2006. 
   Rashad Jamal Briscoe, 22, and Christopher Gerald Moore, 22, 
opted for a jury trial before Allegheny County Judge Edward J. 
Borkowski on charges of homicide, robbery and conspiracy in the 

death of Michael Vaughns. Mr. Briscoe also faces a charge of 
having a firearm without a license. 
      The case went unsolved for two years before cold case 
detectives traced the gun on the case to the arrest of Mr. Moore 
on a separate case. Both defendants then gave voluntary 
statements to police. 
    "Basically, they needed money and they decided to rob 
somebody," said Assistant District Attorney Ilan Zur. He told 
jurors they directly targeted Mr.  Vaughns. "They saw his [gold] 
chain and, just like that, they ended his life."  Mr. Zur said 
testimony would show that the two men went searching for a 
victim in Oakland, and then spotted Mr. Vaughns waiting at 44th 
and Butler streets for a bus with his brother and a friend. Mr. 
Briscoe yanked off the victim's gold chain and shot him in the 
face at close range with a pistol. He died 11 days later of his 
injuries. 
   J. Richard Narvin, one of the attorneys for Mr. Briscoe, told the 
jury, "there's not a lot of mystery" about the case. "What 
happened was in fact a tragedy, but it was not on purpose," he 
said. 
   The attorney for Mr. Moore, Patrick Thomassey, said his client 
is not an accomplice to the homicide just because he was at the 
scene of the crime. "He never says to police he had any intention 
of killing anyone," he said. 
  The first witness will take the stand following a lunch recess. 
http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/09243/994477-100.stm 

 
09-08-30 Convicted Thief Sues Store He Robbed 
  CLINTON TOWNSHIP, Mich. (WXYZ) - The criminal is 
finding new and legal ways to victimize the people he ripped off 
and threatened to kill. 
WATCH CHERYL CHODUN'S REPORT IN THE VIDEO 
PLAYER ON THE RIGHT 
   "Ridiculous," says a loyal and longtime customer of Nick's 
Short Stop Party Store in Clinton Township, that 22-year-old 
Scott Thomas Zeilinski is suing the store owner and some of the 
clerks after he, Zeilinski, was shot during an armed robbery.  
   Zeilinski is serving an 8-22 year sentence for the robbery that 
happened in November of 2007. According to police and court 
records, Zeilinski came in wearing a mask and carrying a knife 
that he put to the throats of several employees, threatening to kill 
them before stealing cigarettes and cash. As he was leaving--
reportedly still making threats--one of the young clerks grabbed a 
gun and shot him in the arm and back. Zeilinski's lawyer says his 
client is asking in excess of $125,000 for pain and suffering and 
emotional distress.  
     Since the robbery the store owner has spent thousands of 
dollars on security to keep his employees safe. He says he is 
hoping nothing like this ever happens again. 
http://www.wxyz.com/news/local/story/Convicted-Thief-Sues-
Store-He-Robbed/w4w0m74_aU-c_swInXW2rQ.cspx 
 

Founding Fathers Intent: 
Roman philosopher and statesman Marcus Tullius Cicero 
said 2000 years ago when lamenting Julius Caesar’s rise to 
dictator:  
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Do not blame Caesar, blame the people of Rome who 
have so enthusiastically acclaimed and adored him and 
rejoiced in their loss of freedom and danced in his path 
and gave him triumphal processions . . . . Blame the 
people who hail him when he speaks in the Forum of 
the 'new, wonderful good society' which shall now be 
Rome's, interpreted to mean 'more money, more ease, 
more security, more living fatly at the expense of the 
industrious.' Julius was always an ambitious villain, but 
he is only one man. 

 


