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Founding Fathers:

"As riches increase and accumulate in few hands, as luxury prevails in society, virtue will be in a greater degree considered as only a
graceful appendage of wealth, and the tendency of things will be to depart from the republican standard. This is the real disposition of

human nature; it is what neither the honorable member nor myself can correct. It is a common misfortunate that awaits our State
constitution, as well as all others." --Alexander Hamilton, speech to the New York Ratifying Convention, 1788

Castle Doctrine Aftermath!

Why Gun Rights Issues Should NOT be the
Domain of Political Professionals!

By now every gun owner that I have met has at
least some passing knowledge of what has occurred in
the attempts to pass castle doctrine in the last couple
of months. Many of you have called and e-mailed and
faxed and for your efforts I commend you! While we
got much further than political pundits expected in
this legislative session I must tell you that with the
veto of House Bill 1926 by Gov. Rendell (forecast by
us months ago) proved exactly what kind of zealot Ed
Rendell is regarding guns as well as just how
misguided some political professionals are when it
comes to strategy.

Some newspapers are calling us cowards for hiding
behind the Megan’s Law section of House Bill 1926.
Had we pushed the bill in its original form to the
governor's desk we would have had the opportunity to
attempt a veto override but because of their delaying
and stalling tactics in the Senate and in the executive
office time ran out in this session. While it rankles me
that only one group that represents approximately 10%
of gun owners in this state broke ranks with us on this
strategy as of now this is "spilt milk" and we will have
to move on albeit a little more cautiously and a little
less trusting of certain individuals.

Perhaps the silver lining in this debate and debacle
is that we identified weaknesses in the Senate on the
philosophical issues that need attended to as well as
certain senators who will stop at nothing to bend or
manipulate the truth. In the coming weeks and months

ahead we are going to push aggressively to educate
Senators on these issues as well as to promote an even
more pro-gun agenda in each body.

We already have assurances from Rep. Scott Perry
that he will reintroduce Castle doctrine immediately
next year and we will use that as a foundation to build
upon for other issues that need to be addressed.

I would like to especially recognize each of the
activists who throughout the year took off time from
work and dedicated themselves to standing up for our
right to bear arms by visiting not only their own
legislators but coming to Harrisburg on lobbying days
to help us promote our message! You have our
deepest appreciation and I look forward to working
with each and every one of you in 2011 as we take
advantage of the hard work in this year's legislative
elections!

On the ‘Lighter Side’  !
One of the constant roadblocks we run into is the

reluctance of the average individual to get involved in
politics because they believe that those in office are
more qualified and capable than they are and they feel
intimidated by these positions of importance. While
we constantly try to show that this is an unfounded
fear it seems that Tom Deweese is reporting a darkly
hilarious example as to why no one should feel self-
conscious about standing up for their rights and beliefs
with politicians!

As is being reported in Tom Deweese "daily dose
report number 57" (which is available on his website
www.deweesereport.com) it seems that the United
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Nations delegates were recently convinced by college
students that water is dangerous and worthy of being
banned. Yes folks that is correct! These same
delegates who believed in global warming now have
been convinced that water is dangerous.

In this holiday season with all the pressures upon
each of us it seems that this is either the best practical
joke of all time-United Nations Votes to Ban Water-or
an example as to why these same individuals will
consider global warming and regulating small arms
within each country as some sources are reporting.

In addition to trying to make each of you smile a
little bit this is also meant to have you think about the
dangers of what is known as "groupthink" and how
rare it is to have those in a position of authority stand
up and speak out against a social tidal wave of good
intentions.

Election aftermath: CCRKBA official
looks over the horizon

by Dave Workman, Senior Editor
Despite their losses in the mid-term elections,

congressional anti-gunners "will continue their
opposition in both houses," and gun rights activists
must remain on guard against new anti-gun initiatives.

"Our opponents are smart, sneaky and determined,"
said veteran Second Amendment advocate John M.
Snyder, "and they generally have the establishment
media on their side."

Snyder, public affairs director for the Bellevue,
WA-based Citizens Committee for the Right to Keep
and Bear Arms, told Gun Week that the mid-term
elections, which saw a Republican takeover of the
House of Representatives and erosion of the Democrat
majority in the Senate, were "probably a plus for gun
rights supporters."

The National Rifle Association (NRA) summarized
the changes in the House and Senate as follows:

In the US Senate, 19 of NRA-Political Victory
Fund's (NRA-PVF) 25 endorsed candidates won. This
marks a pro-gun upgrade of eight Senate seats,
according to the NRA. In the 111th Congress, there
were 43 A-rated and 34 F-rated Senators. In January
the 112th Congress will contain 50 A-rated (+7) and
33 F-rated senators (-1). There will be 12 pro-gun
Senate freshmen, the NRA said.

In races for the House of Representatives, of the
262 candidates endorsed by the NRA-PVF for the
House, 225 were victorious, for an 85% winning
percentage. In every case but one where an NRA-PVF

endorsed candidate lost, a pro-gun challenger replaced
him or her. In the 111th Congress, there were 226 A-
rated and 151 F-rated representatives, the NRA noted.
In the 112th Congress, there will by 258 A-rated (+32)
and 133 F-rated (-18) Members, not counting races
that remain too close to call. Thus, there were pro-gun
election upgrades in 27 House districts, according to
the NRA recap of the election results.

"There should now be more support for gun-
friendly legislation in Congress, as well as such ideas
as constitutional carry in various states," Snyder said.

Snyder was alluding to legislation that allows the
carrying of concealed or unconcealed firearms without
the necessity of a license or permit. Two states, Alaska
and Arizona, have adopted such legislation, and
Vermont has had unlicensed carry for more than a
century.

"In the 112th Congress," Snyder said, "there now
should be more of a chance that we'll see national
concealed carry reciprocity It will be important for it
to be included as an amendment to a bill that
(President) Obama most likely will consider necessary
to sign. He most likely would not sign a stand alone
CCW reciprocity bill."

National reciprocity "already passed in the House
but in the Senate fell shore by a couple of votes," he
recalled. Snyder said the issue should be "a top
priority for us."

"It's a popular idea and there's a better chance now
than before," he said.

Snyder is apprehensive about the possibility that
Obama might be able to appoint another liberal justice
to the Supreme Court.

"If Obama gets another chance," Snyder predicted,
"he'll probably try to put another Kagaruor Sotomayor
on the Supreme Court. "Hopefully, the Republicans
would use a little legislative ingenuity to prevent the
still-Democrat Senate from voting to confirm such a
nominee."

Snyder also said there remains a clear threat of an
anti-gun international arms agreement being adopted
by the United Nations and ratified by a Democrat
Senate.

"I think we've got the votes to (stop) this if
necessary," he said, "but it's going to take continual
alertness on our part. Watch out for the lame duck."
The New GUN WEEK, December 1, 2010

AR, SC, TN pass, AZ rejects hunt
amendment
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Three more states have adopted constitutional
amendments recognizing the right to hunt and fish,
while voters in a fourth state rejected such a measure.

Voters approved state constitutional amendments
recognizing a constitutional right to fish and hunt in
Tennessee (90-10%), South Carolina (89-11%) and
Arkansas (82-17%). They joined 10 states with such
provisions already embedded in their constitutions.

According to the Associated Press, South Carolina
lawmakers placed the measure on the ballot because
of fears that gun control supporters would eventually
try to place restrictions on hunting.

Similarly, backers of the Arkansas and Tennessee
measures feared that animal rights extremists and gun
control advocates would one day try to ban hunting,
fishing and trapping.

In Arizona, however, voters rejected the measure
(56-44%) as environmentalists campaigned that the
state did not need such protections because there are
currently no threats to fishing or hunting there.

Gun Week sources in Arizona said that there was
confusion surrounding the ballot question this year,
with some opponents claiming that if passed the
proposal would hamper the work of the state Game
and Fish Department, which is generally well regarded
by hunters and residents in the state. Even television
ads by anti-gunners did not address the constitutional
right issue forthrightly, but focused on environmental
concerns.

Even support by Sen. John McCain did not help the
measure.

Meanwhile, voters in Iowa approved a measure to
create a Natural Resources Outdoor Recreation Trust
Fund that will be dedicated and constitutionally
protected. This amendment to the state constitution
will provide funds to help improve water quality in the
state, according to Ducks Unlimited, which supported
the amendment.

The state has lost more than 90% of its wetlands,
and this new trust fund will be critical to preserving
what remains. The fund, raised through a fraction of
the sales tax, is expected to generate nearly $150
million annually.

In North Dakota, a ballot initiative that would have
outlawed some types of fee-hunting, which was seen
as anti-hunting, failed 56-43%.

The National Rifle Association's Political Victory
Fund weighed in on all six races, winning in five, for
an 83% success rate. The New GUN WEEK, December 1,
2010

Election brings Wisconsin closer to
concealed carry

by Joseph P. Tartaro, Executive Editor
Citizens of Wisconsin may finally get a concealed

carry law as early as 2011 with the election of a new
governor to replace Democrat Jim Doyle, the anti-
gunner who single-handedly blocked concealed carry
legislation in two separate legislative sessions both
with his vetoes and his political muscle that narrowly
blocked override attempts.

Republican businessman Scott Walker's victory in
the governor's race on Nov. 2 seems the single
strongest indicator that concealed carry could come to
one of the last two states that have no legal concealed
carry system, either shall issue as 39 states have, or
discretionary as in 9 other states.

Illinois is the other state without a concealed carry
statute, and where the battle for legalizing concealed
carry does not look any brighter after the election.
While the Republicans gained a few seats in the state's
congressional delegation and the state legislature, they
narrowly lost the governor's race.

But in neighboring Wisconsin, the future looks
bright for law-abiding gunowners, not just on the
concealed carry issue, but with corrective action to
strengthen state preemption and put teeth into range
protection laws already on the books.

"With the vehemently anti-gun Doyle leaving
office, we can move forward," Jim Fendry, long-time
leader of the Wisconsin Pro-Gun Movement told Gun
Week.

"Doyle couldn't get his anti-gun
agenda passed into law, so he had to content

himself with blocking the pro-gun agenda," Fendry
said. "With a majority of pro-gun Republicans, who
won control of both houses of the legislature in this
election, as well as a good share of pro-gun
Democrats, we can perhaps solve a number of
problems facing gunowners, not just at the state level,
but in the problem municipalities."

The question is not so much if concealed carry will
pass, but when. Fendry even suggested that a new law
allowing discrete carry—Wisconsin has always had
open carry—might even be better than those vetoed by
Doyle. Walker is on record favoring a concealed carry
law, but his agenda will provide the timetable after he
takes office.

However, less than 24 hours after winning his race
for governor, Walker had called a special session of
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the legislature to start immediately after he's sworn in
on Jan. 3.

Walker, emboldened by new Republican majorities
in the state House and Senate, is not wasting any time
even though he won't be sworn in for almost two
months. Neither are his newly elected GOP colleagues
in statehouses nationwide.

Republican state representative-elect Pam
Galloway, who defeated Russ Decker, the former
majority leader, reportedly said she hopes that
legislation permitting concealed carry in Wisconsin
will pass during her first year in office. Galloway said
she plans to advocate for a concealed carry bill as a
priority, adding Wisconsin to the 48 states that already
have some type of concealed carry provision. The New
GUN WEEK, December 1, 2010

Incoming House Judiciary chairman a pro-
gun Texan

The Republican congressman reportedly in line to
take over the reins of the House Judiciary Committee
when the 112th Congress convenes in January is an
A+-rated pro-gun Texan who cosponsored legislation
to prohibit gun registration and trigger lock mandates
in Washington, DC.

Rep. Lamar Smith is a veteran lawmaker from San
Antonio who announced after the Republican takeover
Nov. 2 that he planned to open several investigations
that will "hold the administration accountable,"
according to WOAI news.

The 63-year-old Smith is not likely to entertain
frivolous anti-gun legislation, considering his voting
record.

According to OnThelssues.org, an Internet political
scorekeeper website, Smith not only co-sponsored the
anti-registration legislation, he also voted to prohibit
anti-gun lawsuits against the firearms industry and
also voted to decrease the waiting period on firearm
purchases at gun shows from three days to one.

Smith appears poised to challenge the Obama
administration for its lethargic approach to border
security from Texas to California. He told the radio
station that concerns for national security and the
threat of terrorism are motivating factors in his plans.

The House Judiciary Committee wields
considerable power on Capitol Hill. Smith has been
ranking minority member of that committee for the
past four years while Democrats, under soon to-be-
former Speaker Nancy Pelosi, were in charge. He has
been highly critical of one-party control.

Anti-gun Rep. John Conyers (D-MI) is the current
Judiciary committee chair.

Smith appears to be very no-nonsense about his
intentions, and he has plenty of experience when it
comes to holding others accountable. During the
previous Republican majority, he chaired the House
Ethics Committee.

His history of supporting gun rights legislation
earned him an A+ rating from the National Rifle
Association. The New GUN WEEK, December 1, 2010

IN robber picked wrong target
From the "Wrong way to end a criminal career" file

comes the story out of Marion County, IN, about the
final moments of a crook who added a new definition
to the adage that "old habits die hard."

Making a fatal error in the victim selection process
was one Steven Shelby, a 47-year-old outlaw who
tried to rob the participants in a card game, only to
learn suddenly and too late that one of his marks was
an off-duty county jail guard who was packing a
pistol. According to the Indianapolis Star, Shelby had
a "lengthy criminal record" that included ten
convictions for theft and two more for burglary.

With that kind of record, Shelby should not have
had a gun, but he did and he used it in his attempt to
rip off the card players in a garage. That's where he
all-too-briefly met 31-yearold Marco Simmons, the
jail guard. When Shelby came into the garage through
a side door at about 9:15 p.m. Oct. 18, he pulled a gun
and demanded money.

Simmons, apparently in no mood to be robbed at
gunpoint, pulled his own sidearm. It was not clear
whether Shelby got off a shot before Simmons did.
However, by the time local cops arrived, he was
administering cardiopulmonary resuscitation. The New
GUN WEEK, December 1, 2010

Man proves drugs ruin minds
From the "Just Say 'No' to Drugs" file comes the

story out of Northern California about 19-year-old
Ongley Raymond Ocon III that is all the proof one
needs that drugs can seriously addle somebody's brain.

According to the Contra Costa Times, Ocon needed
a ride after leaving a party in San Carlos early on the
morning of Oct. 17. This is where his bad luck kicked
in, because the only ride he could see happened to be a
well-marked Redwood City police car. San Carlos and
Redwood City are adjacent to one another.
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What's a guy to do? He strolled up to the prowler
and asked the officer for a ride to his home in
Danville, which is, well, quite a ways out of Redwood
City's jurisdiction, say about 40 miles or so to the
northeast as the crow flies.

Demonstrating that keen cop sense for things that
aren't quite kosher, the officer reportedly asked Ocon
if he was carrying "anything illegal," to which our
model citizen first said "yes" and then followed up
with "no." He voted for it before voting against it.
John Kerry should give this guy a job when he gets
out of jail.

Oh, yeah, he's probably going to be visiting the
gray bar hotel because after Ocon agreed to be
searched, that savvy patrol officer found (gasp!)
cocaine in an unspecified amount, but enough to
warrant a felony possession charge. The New GUN
WEEK, December 1, 2010

MN chief finds gear in fort
A small town police chief in Minnesota is wearing

a bit of egg on his face, and he probably had to have a
little chat with his youngsters after some of his gear
and ammunition went missing last month.

Sebeka, MN, Chief Eric Swenson discovered that
loaded magazines for both his pistol and AR-15 rifle
were missing, along with night vision goggles, gas
shotgun rounds, stun grenades and a police radio. He
promptly notified the local sheriff's department.

According to the Fergus Falls Daily Journal,
Swenson later discovered the missing items in the
backyard fort built by his children. No doubt the fort
was intact, as it was certainly well-equipped to repel
an invasion. The New GUN WEEK, December 1, 2010

Loser...by a nose!
We're not going to ask Gun Week readers how

stupid this is, because the answer is obvious; two men
and a woman reportedly shooting at clay pigeons with
a .22-caliber rifle apparently launched a stray bullet
that came down and hit a Washington state man on the
nose.

According to the Associated Press and Peninsula
Daily News, the Clallam County, WA, Sheriff's
Department investigated after a Sequim resident was
struck by a bullet that seemed to fall out of the sky.
The unidentified man was sitting in his backyard at
the time and suddenly felt a nasty pain on his nose.
And then he started bleeding.

Medics were called and they determined he had
been hit by a bullet.

The newspaper said sheriff's deputies found a
witness on the far side of a nearby river, who said a
woman and two men had been shooting at clay birds
and apparently left a lot of spent rimfire casings lying
around. After they were finished shooting, they left in
a gold- or tan-colored Mercedes Benz.

Apparently there is no straight line of sight from
the shooting area to the wounded man's home. They
are separated by a stand of timber. Despite evidence
that the shooting was accidental, the sheriff is
investigating. The New GUN WEEK, December 1, 2010

SAF, Calguns drop one sheriff from
ongoing CA permit suit

by Dave Workman, Senior Editor
A lawsuit against Sacramento County, CA, and

Sheriff John McGinness has been dismissed after the
sheriff modified his handgun carry permit policy, but
litigation is continuing against Yolo County and
Sheriff Ed Prieto over the same issue.

Sheriff McGinnis has dropped a one-year residency
requirement, and he, is also now recognizing self-
defense as a basis for issuing a carry permit. Another
policy that tied self-defense to arbitrary geographic
factors has also been scrapped.

The legal action against McGinnis was being
handled by attorney Alan Gura, who successfully
argued The Second Amendment Foundation's (SAF's)
McDonald v. City of Chicago lawsuit before the
Supreme Court earlier this year. He also argued the
2008 Heller case.

"We are very happy to have been able to work with
Sheriff McGinness to assist Sacramento County in
revising their policies and practices," said Gene
Hoffman, chairman of the Calguns Foundation. "Over
the past, year, more than 30 of our law abiding
members and supporters have received licenses to
carry firearms with 'good cause' statements that are
simple variations of self-defense. Even though the
Sheriff is retiring at the end of the year, both
candidates to replace Sheriff McGinness have publicly
stated their support for Second Amendment rights and
that they consider self-defense a compelling reason for
issuance of gun carry permit."

SAF Executive Vice President Alan Gottlieb said
his organization will continue working with Calguns,
and continue fighting legal battles in the Golden State,
with Gura apparently tapped to lead the legal team.
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"Together we will see more legal victories,"
Gottlieb predicted.

Gottlieb told Gun Week, however, that Yolo
County and Sheriff Prieto are still in the legal
crosshairs. SAF and Calguns are suing on behalf of
Davis resident Adam Richards.

Prieto, according to Gottlieb and Hoffman, has a
written policy that states "self protection and
protection of family (without credible threats of
violence)" are not sufficient reasons for issuing a carry
permit. In March of this year, Calguns supporter Brett
Stewart tried to get a carry permit in Yolo County,
using self-defense as a reason, and he was turned
down. Stewart may try to join the Richards case,
which is known as Richards v. Prieto.

Calguns Foundation maintains a website with an
information portal to assist carry permit applicants in
all 58 California counties. This is being done under
the organization's Carry Licensing. Compliance and
Sunshine Initiative program. The New GUN WEEK,
December 1, 2010

Kansas voters okay improved arms
amendment

By a whopping margin of 89%-11%, voters in
Kansas have solidified their state constitutional right
to keep and bear arms provision, a vote largely
ignored by the mainstream press.

Senate Resolution 1611 "clarified" the right to keep
and bear arms in the state. The new provision reads:
"A person has the right to keep and bear arms for the
defense of self, family, home and state, for lawful
hunting and recreational use, and for any other lawful
purpose."

The resolution was adopted in March by the
Kansas Legislature with bipartisan support.

The previous constitutional language had simply
stated that "The people have the right to bear arms for
their defense and security."

Historically, Kansas has a storied past with
firearms. During the Civil War, the state became
known as "Bloody Kansas" after looting and burning
by Confederate guerilla forces.

After the war, during the great cattle drive era,
Kansas became the backdrop of American folklore
thanks to railheads at Dodge City, Wichita, Ellsworth
and other Kansas "cow towns." Additionally, the
much-fictionalized exploits of western lawmen Wyatt
Earp, Bat Masterson, James Butler "Wild Bill" Hickok
and others only enhanced the state's reputation.

The unofficial vote on SR-1611 was 89 percent in
favor, 11 percent opposed.

The Topeka Capital-Journal reported that
Amendment 1 will rewrite Section 4 of the Kansas
Constitution to clarify an individual's right to bear
arms since a 1905 state Supreme Court decision
interpreted the right to bear arms as a collective right,
rather than an individual right.

Patricia Stoneking, president of the Kansas State
Rifle Association (KSRA); told the newspaper she
was "very excited" with the ballot results, unofficially
89% to 11%.

"I believe Kansans as a whole believe in the 2nd
Amendment right to bear arms," Stoneking said

KSRA had worked hard over the past two years to
place the amendment on the Nov. 2 ballot, she said.
The New GUN WEEK, December 1, 2010

Gunowners may have won more than they
think in 2010

by Joseph R Tartaro, Executive Editor
There was a lot more at stake in the off-year

elections held Nov. 2 than may have met the eye or
even been noticed.

Republicans did more than just win control of the
House of Representatives; the voters gave them a
bigger stake in the future of national and state politics.
The GOP may have bought themselves a 10-year edge
in future elections, and put themselves in a better
position to control the makeup of the legislatures of
more states.

In addition, by winning so many governorships,
they have given their 2012 presidential candidate a
little extra boost, provided, of course, that they
nominate a truly electable candidate.

What's that all about, and why will the 2010
election have more far reaching impact than other
even-year elections?

The answer lies in the fact that 2010 was also a
census year. And later in the year, the census figures
will be published and the new 112th Congress will be
charged with deciding on the reapportionment of the
435 House seats among the states, taking into
consideration the shifts in population. Some states
may lose seats, others will gain seats.

The final figures on the census are not in yet,
anymore than all of the election results have become
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final. But there are estimates. Some of the broad
trends seem clear to many experts. They say the likely
losers of congressional seats will be Louisiana, East
Coast states like Massachusetts, New Jersey, New
York and Pennsylvania, and a chunk across the
Midwest, including Illinois, Iowa, Michigan, Ohio and
perhaps, they speculate, Minnesota, or Missouri.
Actually, a couple predict that Ohio could lose maybe
two House seats. The winners, they say, will likely be
Arizona, Florida, Georgia, Nevada, South Carolina,
Texas, Utah and Washington.

Now after the new Congress divvies up the 435
seats, the states will individually redistrict those
House seats they have been allotted. As part of their
general redistricting chores for House seats, most
states will also redistrict their state legislative districts.

How each state will draw those federal or state
legislative districts will depend largely on which party
is controls the governor's office and the state
legislature. Nowhere does the saying to the victor
belongs the spoils" apply more than that it does when
it comes to redistricting.

In theory, the law says that the districts should be
based on population, not geography. So those in
power tend to draw the districts in a way that benefits
the party in power. Of course, when control of the
state legislatures is divided between Democrats and
Republicans, compromises must be crafted. However,
that may result in a lot of backroom lobbying to retain
certain seats for both parties.

When one party is in power, they can use
redistricting to shape the results of future elections
based on the party enrollments in counties or parishes
since voters tend to vote largely by party affiliation
first, and predominantly for incumbents. Voters may
tell pollsters, letters to the editors and Internet
bloggers that they are unhappy with government in
general—Congress or their state legislature—but then
indicate support for their own representative.

If you've ever looked at a district map for all of the
congressional and state legislative districts for your
state, you will usually note some very strange shaped
districts that don't make geographical sense. Those
odd shapes gave rise to the term gerrymandering,
named after the Massachusetts pol who initiated this
weighted way of drawing district maps to favor his
political party.

Now the GOP not only gained more governorships
in the 2010 election just completed, they also took
majority control of both houses of state legislatures

across the country. Full results are not out yet, but the
number of Republican controlled state legislatures has
increased and the number of Democrat controlled
states has decreased. That means the GOP will be in
the drivers' seat of more states when it comes to
redistricting, as well as when voting on legislation,
and they, will have a good bargaining position in
many other-states. - -

That result, suggests that if the GOP does not
screw-up this time, they may be in the driver's seat for
the next 10 years. That means the Democrats will have
a harder time winning back control of the House
during that period, and will also face further losses in
future Senate elections.

While there have been attempts to reform this type
of gerrymandered redistricting as an affront,to the
ideals of a democratic republic, they usually have
failed. Needless to say, most politicians would not
vote for anything that endangers their future reelection
prospects.

While this is straight party politics, it has a
significant bearing on gunowners, many of whom
have tended to favor Republicans, not so much
because of their more conservative roots, but because
Democrats they know have a distinct leaning towards
a left that frequently is linked to major gun control
proposals, like the Brady Act and Clinton's ban on full
capacity magazines and so-called assault rifles.

The leading current national advocates of more
restrictive gun laws are people Sen. Charles Schumer
of New York, Sen. Dianne Feinstein of California and
Sen. Frank

Lautenberg of New Jersey, to name a few. It should
come as no surprise that most of the anti-gun
legislation proposed in both houses on Capitol Hill
originates with lawmakers like these who come from
states where Democrats are in the majority.

Those Democrats who are pro-gun, vote pro-gun
and are supported by national or state pro-gun
organizations seem to have a better chance of staying
if office. That's one of the reasons that the size of the
combined pro-gun voting block in the House—
Republicans, Democrats and independents—will be
more powerful in the 112th and perhaps future
Congresses. In most congressional districts where pro-
gun Democrats lost their races, they will be replaced
by pro-gun Republicans.

Even in the Senate, the pro-gun Democrats were
strengthened by the election of Joe Manchin to replace
the late Robert Bird for West Virginia's Senate seat.
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The election can be chalked up as a huge win for
the proponents of firearms civil rights. At this point,
the reapportionment and redistricting that will be
completed in 2011 may mean that a pro-gun majority
will be in place for at least the next 10 years.
However, that does not mean that gunowners are safe
for the next 10 years, but that our chances of warding
off the continuing, and frequently more cunning, anti-
gun initiatives stand a better chance.

Sean Trende, writing for realclearpolitics.com said
that "As bad as 2010 was for House Democrats, 2012
could be even worse. Republicans don't have a lot of
exposure, since most of their gains were in red
territory. More importantly, Republicans will control
more seats in redistricting than they have since the
states began regular decennial redistricting in 1972."

However, as a popular 20th century novelist first
put it, "Eternal vigilance in defense of our liberties is
insufficient; what's needed is eternal paranoia."

Pro-gunners did not win all the important races,
especially at the state level. Anti-gunners won the
governor's races in several states, like New York
(Cuomo), Maryland (O'Malley), Massachusetts
(Patrick) and California (Brown).

And, of course, the all important Supreme Court is
still in play. Judges who read history and study other
court decisions now have a majority of only one. If a
vacancy should occur, President Obama could
immediately nominate another anti-gunner in the mold
of Justices Sotomayor, and Kagan. Only a strongly
pro-gun Senate can erase the threat of such an
appointment. The New GUN WEEK, December 1, 2010

DC Appeals Court ruling finds ammo ban
unconstitutional

Bloomberg's fee reduction for gun permits hits snag
How's this for irony: a proposal by anti-gun New

York Mayor Michael Bloomberg to lower fees for
handgun permits hit a serious snag when members of
the City Council balked.

According to the New York Post, Bloomberg
wanted to cut the $340 fee to obtain a permit down to
between $25 and $110. The fee would be determined
by the specific type of permit, the newspaper said.

There is no small irony in the mayor's dilemma. He
is a founder of the Mayors Against Illegal Guns and
also financed a heavily-criticized gunshop "sting"
operation in other states that brought a scolding from
the federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and
Explosives. Yet, when he tried to reduce costs of

pistol permits to his own constituents, the City
Council objected.

Bloomberg reportedly offered the fee reduction in
an effort to avoid a legal battle with the National Rifle
Association. A source told The Post that Bloomberg is
very concerned about the NRA's ability to mount a
lawsuit.

Critics of the plan claimed that speculation about a
potential lawsuit makes no sense, considering that the
fees have been in place for some time.

Opposition to the proposed cuts came from 10
Democrats on the council, the newspaper said.

The District of Columbia's Court of Appeals has
ruled that a general ban on the possession of
ammunition is a violation of the Second Amendment,
in a case that pre-dates the 2008 Heller ruling by more
than 2 ½ years.

Kevin A. Herrington was arrested in November
2005 by District of Columbia police officers after an
incident in which he allegedly drew a black handgun
and aimed it at them. As Herrington fled into his
home, he dropped a black object that later turned out
to be a black baseball cap.

When officers entered his house and were allowed
by Herrington's mother to conduct a search, they
found ammunition in two different calibers stashed in
a heating vent in his room. He was charged with
various crimes, including assault of a police officer
while armed, possession of a firearm during a crime of
violence and assault with a dangerous weapon. The
assault with a dangerous weapon charge was dropped,
and a jury acquitted Herrington of everything but
unlawful possession of ammunition.

However, the appeals court held that "...from the
(Supreme) Court's reasoning, it logically follows that
the right to keep and bear arms extends to the
possession of handgun ammunition in the home; for if
such possession could be banned (and not simply
regulated), that would make it 'impossible for citizens
to use [their handguns] for the core lawful purpose of
self-defense'."

Further, in ruling the ammunition ban
unconstitutional, the appeals court also noted that
"Where the constitution—in this case, the. Second
Amendment—imposes substantive limits on what
conduct may be defined as a crime, a legislature may
not circumvent those limits by enacting a statute that
presumes criminality from constitutionally-protected
conduct and puts the burden of persuasion on the
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accused to prove facts necessary to establish
innocence."

The court reversed Herrington's conviction by the
trial court, noting that he "was convicted of unlawful
possession of ammunition in violation of the Second
Amendment." The New GUN WEEK, December 1, 2010

EPA denies balance of lead ban petition
The US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)

in early November announced its denial of a petition
calling for a ban on the manufacture and use of lead
based fishing gear.

The Center for Biological Diversity, the American
Bird Conservancy, the Association of Avian
Veterinarians,

Project Gutpile and Public Employees for
Environmental Responsibility had filed the petition on
Aug. 3 to ban the production and sale of lead based
ammunition and fishing tackle under the Toxic
Substance Control Act (TSCA) of 1976.

As reported earlier in Gun Week, EPA in August
has already denied the petition with respect to the
ammunition portion, saying it did not have the
authority to regulate ammunition and did not seek
such authority. Now, the agency has told petitioners
that they failed to demonstrate that the rule is
necessary to protect against an unreasonable risk of
injury to health or the environment. The letter also
stated that the increasing number of limitations on the
use of lead fishing gear on some federal and state
lands, as well as various education and outreach
activities, call into question whether a national ban on
lead in fishing gear would be useful. The New GUN
WEEK, December 1, 2010

Novel, business-wise initiative to assure
civilian ammo supply

by Gary Marbut, President, Montana Shooting
Sports Association

Without ammunition, our firearms are just
awkward clubs, and our cherished right to keep and
bear arms is worthless—literally worth nothing. Let
me explain this threat.

To the best of my information, there are only two
plants in the United States that manufacture smokeless
propellant to load ammunition for our firearms. All
else is imported, from Canada, Scandinavia, Europe,
Israel and Australia primarily

These two plants are both owned by giant defense
and government contractors for whom sales of powder

for civilian ammunition consumption is but a tiny
fraction of their business. One is the General
Dynamics plant in St. Marks, Florida, which produces
for Hodgdon, Winchester and others, and the Alliant
plant in Connecticut which produces for the Alliant
family of companies and for the Lake City Arsenal
(currently under Alliant management).

If Obama were to instruct his appointed Secretary
of Defense to quietly lean on these defense contractors
to quit selling smokeless powder for civilian
consumption or put their next contract for an aircraft -
carrier at risk, I believe they'd bail on civilian powder
sales in a heartbeat. And, Secretary= of State Hillary
Clinton could end smokeless powder imports
tomorrow with a stroke of her pen.

Sure, some people in the US have a fair amount of
ammunition and reload-. Mg components squirreled
away, but those supplies won't last forever. Actually,
at the current rate of consumption, ammunition in the
supply chain and in individual possession would last
between one and two years, although many lightly-
inventoried people would run out in days or weeks,
not months or years.

That's why the Montana Shooting Sports
Association (MSSA) has crafted a bill for the 2011
Montana legislative session to encourage the
production of smokeless powder, primers and brass on
a small scale, a scale that should be reproduced on a
state-by-state basis.

Many of the small countries of central and eastern
Europe have their own in-country powder production.
However, because of scale issues in manufacturing,
these small-scale plants can only survive with
significant state subsidy.

In the US, the incentive and legal infrastructure are
a bit different. According to our novel US system of
political thought, the primary purpose (maybe only
valid purpose) of government is to protect the liberties
of the people. One essential and well-recognized
liberty is the right to keep and bear arms. Since the
RKBA is worthless without ammunition, it may be
validly argued that supporting supplies of ammunition
components is a legitimate government function.
Thus, state subsidy of ammunition component
manufacture is worthy of consideration, even by
minimalist libertarians.

The bill MSSA will have before the 2011 Montana
Legislature offers four incentives:

1.) Provides a general, 20-year tax amnesty for any
new business established in Montana to manufacture
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smokeless powder, primers or brass. This gives up no
current state revenue because no such manufacturers
exist in Montana now. And, it may stimulate new jobs
in Montana. Terms for qualification and
manufacturing are defined in the bill;

2.) Provides product liability shelter for
manufacturers;

3.) Makes any such manufacturers eligible for any
existing economic development programs in the state,
and

4.) Asserts Tenth Amendment prerogative to
regulate exclusively with state regulation any
chemicals used in the manufacturing process (many of
the best powders are made overseas and are good
because they are made using chemicals banned by the
federal EPA).

The MSSA draft bill for this effort is located at:
http://www.progunleaders.org/lcq2010/powder.html

As Montana has been the source of other trail-
breaking initiatives (e.g., the Montana Firearms
Freedom Act), this idea is available for
implementation in other states. MSSA believes it
would be healthy if every state had in-state production
of ammunition components sufficient to meet the
needs of the states consumers.

In addition to being president of the Montana
Shooting Sports Association,' Gary Marbut is the
author of Gun Laws of Montana. The New GUN WEEK,
December 1, 2010

Analysis

Republicans gain 6 Senate seats, fall short
of majority

by Peggy Tartaro, Gun Week Managing Editor
While an election tsunami gave the Republicans a

majority in the House of Representatives in the 2010
mid-terms, the wave was smaller in the Senate, where
Republicans made up ground with a six seat gain, but
fell short of taking control.

The US Senate will likely stand 53-47 in favor of
the Democrats come January, since the two

independent senators, Joe Lieberman of Connecticut
and Barry Sanders of Vermont, have previously
organized with the Democrats.

As this issue of Gun Week went to press, one seat
in the Senate was still in dispute. Regardless of the
winner—either incumbent Lisa Murkowski or
Republican primary winner Joe Miller—the Alaska
Senate seat in this election will remain in Republican
hands.

While the economy and healthcare remained the
most pressing matters on voters' minds, gun rights
came into play in a number of races. The National
Rifle Association's Political Victory Fund (NRAPVF)
endorsed 25 candidates for Senate seats, Gun Owners
of America (GOA) endorsed 14 and the anti-gun
Brady Center endorsed 10. The NRAPVF scored 19 of
25 (for a 76% success rate). GOA was at 8 of 14 as we
went to press (GOA endorsed Miller in Alaska) for,a
current success rate of 57%, while the Brady Center,
with many fewer endorsements, went 9 of 10, losing
only in Pennsylvania, for a success rate of 90%.
However, the Brady Campaign endorsed mostly
incumbents. All three groups are already touting their
accomplishments to supporters and donors. (See
accompanying chart for all three group's endorsements
and results in individual races by state.) Gunowners
also retained staunch supporters in the Senate,
including David Vitter of Louisiana, John Thune of
South Dakota (the only candidate to run unopposed in
Senate races this year), Jim DeMint of South Carolina
and Richard Burr of North Carolina. All are
incumbent Republicans.

The NRA scored 12 of the freshman Senators as
pro-gun: John Boozman (AR); Marco Rubio (FL);
Jerry Moran (KS); Rand Paul (KY); Roy Blunt (MO);
Kelly Ayotte (NH); John Hoeven (ND); Rob Portman
(OH); Pat Toomey (PA); Mike Lee (UT); John
Manchin (WV), and Ron Johnson (WI). All are
Republicans except Manchin. NRAPVF did not
endorse in either the Kentucky or Florida races.

Other indicators from the 2010 Senate races:
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— In Nevada, Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid
retained his seat after a bruising battle with Tea Party
activist Sharron Angle. In the end, Reid managed a
50-45% win over Angle. Nevada balloting includes a
"None of the Above" line, which may have been the
margin of victory for Reid. GOA endorsed Angle,
while the Brady Center and NRAPVF did not endorse
in the race. However, NRAPVF rated Angle an "A"
and Reid a "B" in the contest. Reid could face a
challenge to his leadership from either Charles
Schumer (NY) or Dick Durbin (IL), both more liberal
and more anti-gun than Reid, and both reportedly
salivating at the thought of a clean shot at the Majority
Leader's job during the election.

— Speaking of Schumer, one of the most anti-gun
Senators around, he handily won reelection to a third
term in NY, in a race where neither GOA nor
NRAPVF made endorsements, but where the Brady
Center championed him.

— If anyone could give Schumer a run for the title
of "Most Anti-Gun" in the Senate, it might be Barbara
Boxer of California, who won her race against
Republican Carly Fiorina. NRPVF and GOA both
endorsed Fiorina, while Brady stuck with its good
friend Boxer. The race went into extra innings, with a
very late declared victory for Boxer, but in the end,
political newcomer Fiorina was no match for the
veteran.

— In West Virginia, the open seat of the late Sen.
Robert Byrd went to Democratic Gov. Joe Manchin,
who was endorsed by NRAPVF. Manchin mounted
his campaign as a conservative in touch with his
constituents, and at one point ran a TV ad which
showed him taking a rifle shot at a replica of President
Barack Obama's trade bill.

— The President's old Senate seat was up for grabs
in a race where, had "None of the Above" been on the
ballot, it might have won. No one was enthusiastic
about either of the aspirants, but Republican Paul Kirk
did win and put the seat on the GOP side.

— Pennsylvania was another pick up for the GOP
in a tight race watched closely by pundits. The
Keystone State is generally an election battleground
and a leading indicator of how political fortunes play
out (and are spent!) in presidential races. Party-
switcher Arlen Specter lost his primary to Rep. Joe
Sestak (D), who eventually lost the seat to Republican
Pat Toomey. NRAPVF and GOA endorsed Toomey
while Brady backed the loser, Sestak.

—Also closely watched was Florida, where a three-
person race pitted incumbent governor Charlie Crist

against state rep. Marco Rubio in the GOP primary.
When Crist lost, he decided to run as a third party
independent against Rubio and Democrat
Congressman Kendrick Meek. Along the way, the
Crist poll lead evaporated, Rubio was embraced by the
Tea Party movement and rumors swirled that former
President Bill Clinton was urging Meek to drop out of
the race at the last minute. Rubio won decisively and
almost immediately after his victory, pundits were
fitting him onto a GOP 2012 Presidential ticket, where
the young, Cuban-American fits the chattering class'
need for freshness and narrative. The Brady Center did
not endorse in the race, and neither did NRAPVF,
which rated Rubio "B+" and Crist "A-." GOA backed
Rubio.

—Another rising star—both in the GOP and the
Tea Party movement—emerged with Rand Paul's
victory in Kentucky, grabbing an open seat for
Republicans. Paul is the son of Texas Rep. Ron Paul,
the Libertarian-turned Republican who ran for the
GOP presidential nomination in 2008 and is a favorite
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of pro-gunners. Rand Paul, together with Angle in
Nevada and Christine O'Donnell, who lost in
Delaware, were arguably the "faces" of the Tea Party
movement in Senate races.

Mitch McConnell, the senior senator for Kentucky
was not a fan of Paul's, and Paul's enthusiastic
embrace of Tea Party principles had pundits sniffing
that he was a "fringe" candidate. That changed on
Nov. 2, when all the major news outlets raced to
interview Paul, who stuck to his rhetorical guns on
issues in his media interviews. Paul is another fresh
face on the media scene likely to get lots of
opportunities to appear before national audiences.

—Another big win for Republicans came in Ohio,
where Rob Portman beat Lee Fisher in a race for
George Voinovich's seat. The early win by Portman
signaled the GOP swing taking place throughout the
country. NRAPVF made the only endorsement in the
race—backing the winner.

Another victory that hinted at things to come was
Ron Johnson's win over Democrat incumbent Russ
Feingold in Wisconsin. The big story for gunowners in
the Badger State will be the taking of the governor's
mansion and both houses of the state legislature by the
GOP, but Johnson's victory was also one for
NRAPVF, which made the only endorsement in the
race.

— In Indiana, NRAPVF could muster only a
gentleman's C for Republican former Rep. Dan Coats
in his race against Democrat Brad Ellsworth (rated A
and endorsed by NRAPVF). But Coats scooped up the
seat formerly held by Evan Bayh for the GOP anyway.

— In Arkansas, both GOA and NRAPVF backed a
winner in John Boozman, who took the seat from
incumbent Democrat Blanche Lincoln, who had barely
survived an earlier primary challenge.

— The final GOP pick up came in North Dakota,
where Byron Dorgan, the long-time Democrat senator,
retired. The popular two-term governor, Mike
Hoeven, who was endorsed by NRAPVF, was a handy
75-25% winner over challenger state Sen. Tracy
Potter, the Democrat candidate.

— In the "tough loss" category was the Evergreen
State, where incumbent Democrat Patty Murray,
another perennial anti-gunner, survived a close call in
her contest with Republican Dino Rossi, who had lost
a squeaker in the 2008 governor's race Washington
state bucked the trend and kept the incumbent,
although the race didn't end until Nov. 4, when Rossi

conceded. GOA and NRAPV backed Rossi while
Brady endorsed the known anti-gunner, Murray.

As noted above, the economy was the number one
issue in this election cycle and mid-term ballots have a
way of becoming a referendum on the incumbent
president, in this case, one with sliding poll numbers
and evaporating goodwill from both his former
independent supporters and his core left-wing
followers.

In its first two years, the Obama Administration has
largely tiptoed on the gun issue—mainly pushing its
anti-gun agenda through the Departments of State,
Justice and Homeland Security, while limiting
legislative battles to discussions during its first two
Supreme Court appointments. Events, including
another Supreme Court vacancy in the next two years,
could change that, and a more gun-friendly US Senate
could be up to the challenge, because many sources
estimate the majority of Senate, regardless of party
affiliation, is leaning more pro-gun. The New GUN
WEEK, December 1, 2010

Liberal Blogger Pens Bizarre rant after
elections

In a bizarre post-election on-line rant, a popular
Seattle, WA, blogger declared that November's
"Right-Wing Victories Should Be a Call to Arms."

Blogger David Goldstein, calling himself "Goldy"
in his byline, unleashed the tirade Nov. 3, arguing, "if
the Republicans take our nation the way they promise
to take it, my fellow patriots on the left are going to
start looking toward those Second Amendment
remedies and ask ourselves, what can we do to turn
this country around?"

Some people reacting to the on-line comments
insisted that the statements made by Goldstein, a
liberal transplant from Philadelphia, PA, who also
writes on the Huffington Post and occasionally
appears on local talk radio, were a "satire." Others
were not laughing, however, when he wrote, "And I'll
tell you the first thing we need to do is take some
Supreme Court justices out."

"The right is arming," Goldstein wrote. "What are
they arming for if it isn't that they are so distrustful of
us? They're afraid that we'll fight for our liberty in
Second Amendment kind of ways, and so we must be
prepared to do exactly that. It is too soon to give up
completely on politics, but given what is at stake, if
we don't win at the ballot box, what will be the next
step?
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"I, for one, know my rights," he added, "and I will
never lay down and give my country freely to the
corporatist plutocrats and the army of teahadist
brownshirts (sic) in their employ. At least... not
without a fight." The New GUN WEEK, December 1, 2010

Bloomberg financed ads fail to swing PA
governor's race

A half-million dollars of pro-gun control TV ads
financed by billionaire New York City Mayor Mike
Bloomberg, urging voters to reject pro-gun
Pennsylvania Republican gubernatorial candidate Tom
Corbett, who had twice previously been elected
attorney general statewide, failed in their purpose.

Corbett handily won his race to succeed anti-gun
Democrat Gov. Ed Rendell.

The ad and a blizzard of anti-Corbett and pro-gun-
control mail in eastern Pennsylvania, a key political
battleground in the Keystone State, were funded by
Bloomberg's donation of $500,000, according to the
Allentown Morning Call.

The group airing the pro-gun-control ad was
CeaseFirePA, best known for its advocacy in getting
46 Pennsylvania municipalities to adopt ordinances or
resolutions requiring gunowners to report lost or
stolen firearms, and its push for tighter gun permitting
requirements.

Bloomberg has been an outspoken advocate of gun
control measures on a national level, and the loudest
voice in the group he co-founded with Boston Mayor
Tom Menino, Mayors Against Illegal Guns. The group
claims to have a membership of 500 mayors, includes
200 in Pennsylvania

With Bloomberg's personal check to the
CeaseFirePA PAC fueling their efforts, the group
made a $300,000 TV buy that put the ad before the
average Pennsylvania southeasterner six to eight times
before Election Day, according to the newspaper.

The TV commercial featured Mary Beth Hacke, a
Pennsylvania mother and CeaseFirePA board member,
whose infant son, Ryan, was killed by a stray bullet
fired by a criminal wielding an illegal gun.

Corbett, who had been endorsed by the National
Rifle Association Political Victory Fund beat his
Democrat opponent, Allegheny County Executive Dan
Onorato, 55% to 45%. Both candidates for the open
seat came from within a couple of miles of each other
in the Pittsburgh area.

The Republicans also made gains in the State
House but whether that will translate into further

progress on passage of the "Castle Doctrine" bill that
has been moving but not finalized in Harrisburg
remains to be seen. The House passed one version, the
Senate another, and concurrence is needed, which
could still come before the new governor is sworn in.
The New GUN WEEK, December 1, 2010

Campus carry bill pre-filed in Texas
On Nov. 8, the first day for pre-filing of legislation

for the next session of the Texas State Legislature, a
bill was filed to make it legal for concealed handgun
license holders to carry handguns on college campuses
was among the first such measure, according to The
Associated Press.

Bills addressing illegal immigration problems were
also among those pre-filed in Austin. The Texas
Legislature is set to convene for the biennial session
on Jan. 11 and will adjourn May 30.

Meanwhile, college students in Virginia and
Oklahoma have renewed their grassroots on-campus
lobbying for legislation that would allow state
handgun carry licensees—both students and faculty—
to be armed on college and university campuses. The
New GUN WEEK, December 1, 2010

New Gun Week News Alerts (above):

***************************************************

SAF --NEWS RELEASES
November 11, 2010

SAF SUES N J OFFICIALS FOR
DEPRIVATION OF CIVIL RIGHTS ON

PERMIT DENIALS
BELLEVUE, WA - The Second Amendment Foundation

today filed suit in U.S. District Court for the District of New
Jersey against several New Jersey officials for deprivation of civil
rights under color of law.

SAF is joined in the lawsuit by the Association of New Jersey
Rifle & Pistol Clubs, Inc. and six private citizens whose
applications for permits to carry have been denied generally on
the grounds that they have not shown a "justifiable need." One of
the plaintiffs is a kidnap victim, another is a part-time sheriff's
deputy, a third carries large amounts of cash in his private
business and another is a civilian employee of the FBI in New
Jersey who is fearful of attack from a radical Islamic
fundamentalist group. Plaintiffs are represented by attorneys
David D. Jensen and Robert P. Firriolo with the firm of Duane
Morris, LLP in Newark.

Named as defendants in the case are three Superior Court
judges, Philip J. Maenza, Morris County; Rudolph A. Filko,
Passaic County and Edward A. Jerejian of Bergen County, plus
Col. Rick Fuentes, superintendent of the State Police,
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Hammonton Police Chief Frank Ingemi and New Jersey Attorney
General Paula T. Dow.

"Law-abiding New Jersey citizens have been arbitrarily
deprived of their ability to defend themselves and their families
for years under the state's horribly-crafted laws," said SAF
Executive Vice President Alan M. Gottlieb.

"The law grants uncontrolled discretion to police chiefs and
other public officials to deny license applications even in cases
where the applicant has shown a clear and present danger exists.

"If being a kidnap victim, or part-time law enforcement
officer, or the potential target of a known radical group does not
clearly demonstrate a justifiable need," he continued, "the
defendants need to explain what would. Do citizens need guns to
their heads or knives to their throats before the state considers
their need to be justified?

"Supreme Court rulings have made it clear that the Second
Amendment prohibits states from completely banning the
carrying of handguns for self-defense," Gottlieb said. "Nor may
states deny citizens the right to carry handguns in non-sensitive
places or deprive them of the right to carry in an arbitrary and
capricious manner. That's what is happening today in New Jersey,
and we intend to stop it."

***The Second Amendment Foundation (www.saf.org) is the nation's
oldest and largest tax-exempt education, research, publishing and legal
action group focusing on the Constitutional right and heritage to
privately own and possess firearms. Founded in 1974, The Foundation
has grown to more than 650,000 members and supporters and conducts
many programs designed to better inform the public about the
consequences of gun control. SAF has previously funded successful
firearms-related suits against the cities of Los Angeles; New Haven, CT;
and San Francisco on behalf of American gun owners, a lawsuit against
the cities suing gun makers and an amicus brief and fund for the
Emerson case holding the Second Amendment as an individual right.

SAF --NEWS RELEASES (above):

***************************************************
CCRKBA --NEWS RELEASES
November 19, 2010

CITIZENS COMMITTEE OPPOSES
TRAVER NOMINATION TO HEAD

BATFE

BELLEVUE, WA The Citizens Committee for the Right to
Keep and Bear Arms today is announcing its opposition to the
nomination, by President Obama, of Andrew Traver as director
of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives

Traver is currently special agent in charge of Chicago’s
ATFE field division, where he has a history of working with gun
prohibitionists. He served as an advisor to the International
Association for Chiefs of Police on that group’s 2007 Gun
Violence Reduction Project, in cooperation with the anti-gun-
rights Joyce Foundation. This project involved several high
profile anti-gun-rights advocates, but there was not a single
representative from the firearms community on the advisory
panel.

The nomination of Andrew Traver is more proof that Barack
Obama has complete disregard for the Second Amendment and
the rights of firearms owners, said CCRKBA Chairman Alan

Gottlieb. We have serious concerns that the agency, under his
leadership, will maintain any semblance of cooperation with the
firearms industry, over which BATFE exercises considerable
control.

Traver helped develop the IACP/Joyce Foundation report,
which recommended banning an array of modern sport-utility
rifles and .50-caliber rifles used in long-range competition. The
report also encouraged Congress to repeal the Tiahrt Amendment
that protects sensitive trace data used by law enforcement in
criminal investigations from being misued in frivolous municipal
lawsuits that have consistently lost in court, and urged the
adoption of restrictive gun show regulations that would
effectively force them to close.

Mr. Traver appears to be joined at the hip to various gun
control and gun ban efforts, Gottlieb observed. The Citizens
Committee, its members and supporters across the country
oppose this nomination because Travers history clear shows that
he is not the right man for such an important job.

**With more than 650,000 members and supporters
nationwide, the Citizens Committee for the Right to Keep
and Bear Arms is one of the nation’s premier gun rights
organizations. As a non-profit organization, the Citizens
Committee is dedicated to preserving firearms freedoms
through active lobbying of elected officials and facilitating
grass-roots organization of gun rights activists in local
communities throughout the United States. The Citizens
Committee can be reached by phone at (425) 454-4911, on
the Internet at www.ccrkba.org or by email to
InformationRequest@ccrkba.org.
http://www.ccrkba.org/

CCRKBA --NEWS RELEASES (above):

=============================================
Gun Owners of America NEWS RELEASES:
Gun Owners of America E-Mail Alerts
8001 Forbes Place, Suite 102, Springfield, VA 22151
Phone: 703-321-8585 / FAX: 703-321-8408
http://www.gunowners.org/ordergoamem.htm

Huge Victories From Coast-to-Coast
Monday, November 29, 2010

It was not a good sign that Barack Obama kept his
nominee to head the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms
and Explosives a secret until after the midterm election ---
and then quickly announced that anti-gun zealot Andrew F.
Traver would be named to fill the slot.

After being blasted before November 2's election by the
liberal New York Times for failing to beef up the ATF by
appointing a director --- for fear of the wrath of the "gun
lobby" --- Obama gets right past the election and,
presto chango, a nominee appears. How 'bout that?

And not just any nominee.
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As special agent in charge of Chicago's ATF field division,
Traver had taken the lead in calling for a ban on
semiautomatic firearms.

And Chicago, of course, has been the epicenter of anti-gun
government activism. It is not surprising that Traver has
also been active in the virulently anti-gun International
Association of Chiefs of Police, which has worked to
empower Handgun Control-type activists and has
commissioned panels to:

* support one-gun-a-month and lock-up-your-safety laws,
as well as "ballistic fingerprinting" files on all firearms;

* espouse an "effective" ban on .50-caliber firearms, and a
redefinition of "armor-piercing" ammunition that could
effectively ban handgun use;

* mandate gun-destruction policies for law enforcement
and enhanced funding to go after guns;

* prohibit all private gun sales and make "prohibited
persons" out of a much wider variety of persons
committing simple misdemeanors;

* back a repeal of the Tiahrt amendment; and,

* allow federal health and safety oversight of the firearms
industry (through agencies such as the Centers for Disease
Control, the Consumer Product Safety Commission and the
Food and Drug Administration).

It is disconcerting that ANY organization espousing these
views would be taken seriously. That an activist in such an
organization would be put in charge of the ATF is truly
troubling.

ACTION: Contact your Senators. Urge them to support a
filibuster of the Traver nomination to head the ATF. You
can use the Gun
<http://capwiz.com/gunowners/issues/alert/?alertid=20074
511&PROCESS=Take+Action> Owners Legislative
Action Center to send your Senators the pre-written e-mail
message below.

----- Pre-written letter -----

Dear Senator:

It was not a good sign that Barack Obama kept his
nominee to head the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms
and Explosives a secret until after the election -- and then
quickly announced that anti-gun zealot Andrew F. Traver
would be named to fill the slot.

As special agent in charge of Chicago's ATF field division,
Traver had taken the lead in calling for a ban on
semiautomatic firearms.

And Chicago, of course, has been the epicenter of anti-gun
government activism. It is not surprising that Traver has
also been active in the virulently anti-gun International
Association of Chiefs of Police, which has worked to
empower Handgun Control-type activists and has
commissioned panels to:

* support one-gun-a-month and lock-up-your-safety laws,
as well as "ballistic fingerprinting" files on all firearms;

* espouse an "effective" ban on .50-caliber firearms, and a
redefinition of "armor-piercing" ammunition that could
effectively ban handgun use;

* mandate gun-destruction policies for law enforcement
and enhanced funding to go after guns;

* prohibit all private gun sales and make "prohibited
persons" out of a much wider variety of persons
committing simple misdemeanors;

* back a repeal of the Tiahrt amendment; and,

* allow federal health and safety oversight of the firearms
industry (through agencies such as the Centers for Disease
Control, the Consumer Product Safety Commission or the
Food and Drug Administration).

It is disconcerting that ANY organization espousing these
views would be taken seriously. That an activist in such an
organization would be put in charge of the ATF is truly
troubling.

Please support a filibuster of the Traver nomination to
head the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and
Explosives.

Sincerely,
=========================================
Monday, November 22, 2010

Now's No Time To Rest On Our Laurels After Big Wins In
Elections, It's Time For GOA Membership To Grow

Gun Owners of America was able to help elect 5 new pro-gun
members to the United States Senate and more than 40 pro-
gunners to the House of Representatives!

AND YOU MADE IT POSSIBLE. Thank you.

In an election where we were the ONLY NATIONAL GUN
GROUP to help many of these candidates, it highlights just how
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critical the gun issue is to Americans, and how important you
were to those victories.
GOA could not have done the work without the support of our
members -- and now, more than ever, we need your help to
double or even triple our membership before 2012!!!

Why? Because 2012 will be a presidential election year and
the radical left wing in America will once again be "all in" for
Barack Obama.

If they turn out their forces to help Obama win re-election,
those voters will translate down to votes for anti-gun members of
Congress again, just as they did in 2008.

We can't let that happen without a fight.

Gun Owners of America and GOA Political Victory Fund
used limited resources this year to make great gains to protect the
Second Amendment. If you can help us grow now, by alerting
your family, friends and neighbors, to the work of GOA and the
need for them to become members, we will be able to win
additional races in 2012!

Believe me, the anti-gun left in this nation has not given up.
They see the 2010 election as a hiccup, not the end of the battle
or the war. And we can't look at it that way either.

The bottom line in elections is that there is strength in
numbers, and if GOA doubles in size NOW, we can multiply
what we did this year by several times. That is real "bang for the
buck."

With our limited resources this year, we were able to travel
around the country giving the voting records of the pro-gun and
anti-gun candidates to their voters. We were able to make
thousands of phone calls directly to pro-gun voters in the target
districts. We were able to send mailings and e-mail alerts to our
members to ask them to volunteer in key races.

And the payoff is those 5 new Senators and over 40 members
of the House I mentioned above.

But our work is far from over!
Anti-gun Harry Reid is still in control as the Majority Leader

of the United States Senate. Nancy Pelosi still wields her power
in the House.

AND BARACK OBAMA IS STILL PRESIDENT!

As I said, we cannot sit back now and think we won the war.
We won the first battle over the Obama Administration and the
radical left who still hold the leadership in the Senate.

That's why Gun Owners of America needs you.
There is a reason why Congressman Ron Paul calls GOA the

only "no compromise gun lobby in Washington."
There is a reason why Senator Tom Coburn calls GOA the

"real gun lobby in Washington D.C."
And that reason is YOU!

Our members help put pressure on Congress every time we
send one of our alerts asking you to contact your representatives
about gun legislation.

When our lobbyists hit the halls of Congress and tell members
we are opposed or supportive of a bill, they know our
membership will also let them know WE ARE ALL
WATCHING HOW THEY VOTE.
Just think how much more effective we can be if we double or

triple our membership in the next 12 months!
2010 has been the "easy year" when it comes to election gains.
We went out and picked the "low-hanging fruit."

The races in 2012 will be for tougher districts, tougher
candidates and we'll also be fighting the Obama factor -- where
the radical left-wing will be pouring huge amounts of money and
manpower to help make him a two-term president.

So, if you've just sat back to enjoy the many victories of
November 2nd, DON'T!

WE NEED YOU!

You are our best salesperson to tell our story to your friends,
neighbors and everyone you communicate with around the
country.

Tell them that for a small membership donation of $20 or
$30, they can be a major factor in not only stopping anti-gun
laws... they can be part of the organization that is fighting to
repeal the anti-gun laws already on the books.

I don't care if they are hunters, shooters, collectors or just
people who understand that the Second Amendment is critical to
all our other freedoms, we need them as members of GOA.

And if they sign up to receive our GOA e-mail alerts, they can
be part of our lobbying team of people all over the country who
call, write and e-mail our elected leaders on important gun issues.

GOA and our members have stood alone many times when
others compromised, or said legislation or Presidential
appointments could not be stopped -- and we have proved the
naysayers wrong.

WE WILL NOT COMPROMISE -- your rights are not
"bargaining chips" to be used at the negotiating table, and we will
never treat them as such.

Don't read this Alert and do nothing. Pass it on to everyone
you know and ask them to join Gun Owners of America now by
going to: http://www.gunowners.org/ordergoamem.htm

It will make a huge difference in the outcome of the 2012
elections and the future of this nation.

Thank you.
Tim Macy
Vice-Chairman

Gun Owners of America NEWS RELEASES (above):

Gun Owners of America E-Mail Alert
8001 Forbes Place, Suite 102, Springfield, VA
22151
Phone: 703-321-8585 / FAX: 703-321-8408
http://gunowners.org

***************************************************

NSSF Bullet Points (below):
**Bullet Points

November 29, 2010
Vol. 11 No. 47

Government Relations
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 NSSF TO INTERVENE IN LAWSUIT
OVER TRADITIONAL AMMUNITION . .
.

NSSF filed a motion to intervene to intervene in a
lawsuit filed by the Center for Biological Diversity
that challenges the Environmental Protection Agency's
denial of CBD's petition to ban traditional ammunition
containing lead-core components. This action allows
NSSF to protect industry's interests in the case and
ensure that the will of Congress is adhered to. "We
knew that this fight was far from over even after we
gained that early victory," said Lawrence G. Keane,
NSSF senior vice president and general counsel. "The
CBD petition and now this lawsuit are clearly attacks
on the right of hunters to choose the ammunition that
best suits their hunting and target shooting needs, and
they are attacks on hunting as well." Read NSSF's
press release.

*SUPPORT FOR GUN CONTROL REMAINS AT
RECORD LOW . . . For the second year in a row, a
record-low 44 percent of Americans say laws governing
the sale of firearms should be made more strict, while 42
percent say gun laws should be kept as they are now,
according to Gallup's annual Crime Poll, conducted Oct. 7-
10 this year. Americans' support for stricter gun-control
laws has gradually declined over the last two decades,
from 78 percent when this question was first asked in 1990
to 49 percent in 2008, and 44 percent in 2009 and again
this year.

*NSSF URGING REPEAL OF BURDENSOME
SMALL-BUSINESS REQUIREMENTS AFFECTING
FIREARMS RETAILERS . . . Legislation that would
repeal an overly burdensome tax-reporting requirement on
small businesses could be voted on as early as today. The
recently revised bill, introduced by Sen. Mike Johanns (R-
Neb.), would help protect firearms retailers and gun
owners from a new IRS reporting requirement that would
force businesses to provide 1099 forms to vendors from
whom they buy goods totaling $600 or more annually.
Read more

News of Note

*REPORT: GUN MAKERS SEEN GROWING AT
SLOW PACE . . . An analyst report released last week
said firearm makers should see sales growth, even as
hunting-rifle sales continue to stagnate, Associated Press
reports.
A KeyBanc Capital Markets survey shows that while
hunting-rifle sales have fallen, firearms for concealed carry
and personal protection remain on the rise. "We believe the
heightened demand level, particularly in the home

protection and self-defense category, is driven by social,
political and economic uncertainty, which we do not
foresee differing meaningfully in the near future," the
report said.

*NSSF TO SPONSOR '3-GUN NATION' . . . NSSF has
reached a sponsorship agreement with "3-Gun Nation," the
televised competition series on Versus dedicated to one of
the fastest-growing shooting sports. "We are extremely
pleased at this new partnership with 3-Gun Nation," said
Chris Dolnack, NSSF senior vice president and chief
marketing officer. "This is one of the ways we help fulfill
our mission of promoting, protecting and preserving
hunting and the shooting sports. We know this program
will help promote this new popular shooting activity as
they use today's most popular firearm – the modern
sporting rifle." Learn more at 3GunNation.com.

*HUNTERS HELP THE ECONOMY AND THE
NEEDY . . .
During this season of hunting and holiday spirit,
newspapers across the country are acclaiming the boost
hunting gives to local and national economies and to
people in need in these tough times. The Duluth (Minn.)
News Tribune focuses on some of the economic benefits of
hunting, the Columbus (Ohio) Dispatch reports on the
467,000 venison meals Ohio hunters donated last year and
GoErie.com (Erie, Pa.) and JDNews.com (Jacksonville,
N.C.) combine comments on both the economic and
humanitarian aspects of the hunting season.

=========================================
November 22, 2010
Vol. 11 No. 46

$1.6 MILLION DONATION . . . MidwayUSA's Larry
and Brenda Potterfield recently donated $1.6 million to the
Scholastic Shooting Sports Foundation, a sizeable
investment in the future of shooting. SSSF, which oversees
the NSSF-developed Scholastic Clay Target Program,
works to introduce school-age youths to the shooting
sports. SCTP's growth over the past decade has been
remarkable. The program has drawn comparisons to Little
League, and it has introduced thousands of young
Americans to the fun and excitement of shooting. "A
donation like this from the Potterfields will go a long way
in helping us achieve our mission of developing more
young shooters and furthering the future of our sport," said
Russ Arnold, SSSF's executive director. Learn more at
shootsctp.org.

News of Note
FORBES NAMES RUGER ONE OF AMERICA'S 100
BEST SMALL COMPANIES . . . Forbes magazine has
named Sturm, Ruger & Co. one of "America's 100 Best
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Small Companies" in 2010. The list appeared in the Nov. 8
issue of Forbes.

NSSF LAUNCHES MEDIA PHOTO
LIBRARY . . .

To help the working press complete assignments on
relevant subjects, the National Shooting Sports Foundation
has launched a Media Photo Library in the Newsroom
section of NSSF's website. Journalists may register for free
and download high-resolution images categorized as
hunting, programs, retailer, SHOT Show and target
shooting. "It has always been part of NSSF's mission to
promote hunting and the shooting sports by serving as a
reliable source of information for the working press," said
Mark Thomas, NSSF managing director, marketing
communications. "Providing images of various aspects of
our activities is another way to enhance communications
on our sports and on our industry."

 SHOOTING INDUSTRY ACADEMY OF
EXCELLENCE SEEKS 2011 ENTRIES . . . The
Shooting Industry Academy of Excellence is
accepting entries for its 2011 awards. The
academy, celebrating its 20th anniversary,
recognizes excellence in design, innovation and
service to the industry. In 2011, the academy will
present awards in 14 categories. Learn more.

 HARVARD'S 127-YEAR-OLD SHOOTING
CLUB BACK IN BUSINESS . . . Originally
formed in 1883, Harvard University's shooting
club is back with the help of an NSSF grant. Read
all about it in the school's newspaper, The Harvard
Crimson.

 ANNIE OAKLEY BOOM DAYS IN
PINEHURST . . . The Pinehurst, N.C., city
council has voted to allow the discharge of
shotguns for Annie Oakley Boom Days on
Saturday, Dec. 4, in honor of one-time resident and
famous sharpshooter Annie Oakley's 150th
birthday. There will be activities for shooters and
non-shooters alike, highlighted by sharpshooter
Tom Knapp giving an exhibition and saluting
America's troops. Additional events, some of
which will take place the day before "Boom
Days," will be the Quail & Clay Cup, Clay
Challenge and Cop Cup. Members of the USA
Shooting Team and 82nd Airborne Chorus will be
part of the celebration, which includes a shooting
sport expo and dog demonstration. Learn more at
AnnieOakleyBoomDays.com.

Government Relations
 PRESIDENT PICKS DIRECTOR FOR ATF .

. . President Obama has nominated Andrew
Traver, special agent in charge of the Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosive's
Chicago field division, to become the next director

of ATF. Though the position requires Senate
confirmation, a director named by the White
House is able to serve as "acting director"
indefinitely. NSSF will be following this
confirmation process closely.

 HELLER BACK IN COURT . . . The U.S. Court
of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit last week heard
oral arguments in the lawsuit brought by Dick
Heller seeking to overturn the district's new post-
Heller firearms regulations. Heller, the lead
plaintiff who challenged the district's previous
handgun ban in the U.S. Supreme Court two years
ago and won, sued the district a second time
claiming that its new firearms registration process,
its ban on certain commonly possessed semi-
automatic firearms and its prohibition of "large"
capacity magazines were unduly burdensome and
violated the Second Amendment. Read more.

 SOUTH CAROLINA 2ND AMENDMENT
SALES TAX HOLIDAY THIS WEEKEND . . .
South Carolina will waive the state's sales and use
tax on purchases of handguns, rifles and shotguns
during the third annual Second Amendment Sales
Tax Holiday this weekend, Nov. 26-27. The 48-
hour tax break on firearm purchases begins at
12:01 a.m. Nov. 26 and continues through
midnight Nov. 27.

NSSF Bullet Points (above):

***************************************************
USSA News Alerts (below):

U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance Foundation
801 Kingsmill Parkway, Columbus, OH 43229
Ph. 614/888-4868 • Fax 614/888-0326
Website: www.ussportsmen.org • E-mail:
info@ussportsmen.org
U.S. Sportsmen's Alliance

November 25, 2010

Top News:

Pepsi
http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fw
ww.ussportsmen.org%2fpage.aspx%3fpid%3d2595&srcid=4615
&srctid=1&erid=7451810 on Verge of Giving $250K to HSUS?
Sportsmen- Tell Pepsi the Truth about HSUS The country's
largest anti-hunting group, the Humane Society of the United
States, appears to be on the verge of getting a $250,000 grant
from Pepsi Cola. The U.S. Sportsmen's Alliance (USSA) and
others are working to inform Pepsi about HSUS' true, animal
rights agenda.

NSSF
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http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fw
ww.ussportsmen.org%2fpage.aspx%3fpid%3d2594&srcid=4615
&srctid=1&erid=7451810 Stands by Sportsmen and Defends
Traditional Ammunition
Center for Biological Diversity, Others Sue EPA The National
Shooting Sports Foundation (NSSF) is preparing to defend
sportsmen from a continuing attack on traditional ammunition
and fishing tackle by environmental groups.

Bullseye
http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fw
ww.ussportsmen.org%2fPage.aspx%3fpid%3d1490%26storyid29
05%3d99%26ncs2905%3d3&srcid=4615&srctid=1&erid=74518
10 Blog: Congressional Musical Chairs By William Horn,
Director of Federal Affairs Sweeping changes in the 112th
Congress and the U.S. House of Representatives are touching off
a major game of musical chairs as committee and subcommittee
chairmanships which will impact hunters, anglers, and
conservation policy are decided.

Say
http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fw
ww.ussportsmen.org%2fpage.aspx%3fpid%3d2593&srcid=4615
&srctid=1&erid=7451810 Thanks by Taking a New Hunter into
the Field Thanksgiving is a time for thanks, a time to reflect, and
a time to remember. It's also a time to express our gratitude for
family, friends and the great outdoors. For many sportsmen, it is
also a time to get away from it all and into the
field. Unfortunately, over the past few decades, hunter numbers
have declined, putting our outdoor way of life in jeopardy of
becoming lost for the next generation. Certainly though, there is
hope for the future and it is in all of our hands.
=============================================

New On Target Live!

The U.S. Sportsmen's Alliance is dedicated to keeping America's
sportsmen and sportswomen informed of issues affecting our
outdoor heritage. We recently put together a
http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fw
ww.ussportsmen.org%2fpage.aspx%3fpid%3d2483&srcid=4591
&srctid=1&erid=7410432 video highlighting some of the issues
we are currently face defending our outdoor rights.
This week, we welcome you to our newest video production
entitled On Target Live
<http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.aspx?pid=2592&srctid=1&eri
d=7410432> .
Much like its weekly electronic newsletter counterpart, On
Target, we discuss several current issues surrounding our outdoor
heritage. We certainly hope you enjoy the new format. We
expect to make this a regular feature of our weekly On Target
electronic newsletter.
Check it out let me know what you like and don't like about it by
e-mailing me at bpidgeon@ussportsmen.org.
Thanks again for being on the front lines in the fight for our
heritage!

<http://www.ussportsmen.org/view.image?Id=677>
Sincerely,

Bud Pidgeon
President and CEO
(614) 888-486868
bpidgeon@ussportsmen.org
www.ussportsmen.org
http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fw
ww.ussportsmen.org%2f&srcid=4591&srctid=1&erid=7410432

About the U.S. Sportsmen's Alliance
The U.S. Sportsmen's Alliance is a national association of

sportsmen and sportsmen's organizations that protects the rights
of hunters, anglers and trappers in the courts, legislatures, at the
ballot, in Congress and through public education programs.

Follow us on Facebook:
http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fw
ww.facebook.com%2fussportsmen&srcid=4382&srctid=1&erid=
7077954

Twitter:
http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2ft
witter.com%2fUSSportsmensAll&srcid=4382&srctid=1&erid=7
077954

USSA News Alerts (above):
U.S. Sportsmen's Alliance

======================
ALERT FROM JEWS FOR THE PRESERVATION
OF FIREARMS OWNERSHIP

America's Aggressive Civil Rights Organization

JPFO ALERT: PLEASE TAKE THE
LATEST JPFO SURVEY.
ALERT FROM JEWS FOR THE PRESERVATION OF

FIREARMS OWNERSHIP America's
Aggressive Civil Rights Organization
November 30th 2010

JPFO ALERT: PLEASE TAKE THE LATEST JPFO
SURVEY.
If you were too busy over the Thanksgiving holiday to take our

latest survey, please take the time to do so now. Keep you
comments anonymous, but let us know what you really
believe. No holds barred. Now is not the time for political
correctness. Americans need to face somber realities if we are to
prevail in the preservation of freedom.

Go to the survey page here - http://jpfo.org/articles-
assd02/christian-nation.htm - being sure to first read the
explanatory article.

Get an aggressive defense of your Second Amendment rights,
team up with JPFO today! - http://jpfo.org/filegen-a-
m/member.htm
This alert on JPFO can be found here -
http://jpfo.org/alerts2010/alert20101130.htm

=============================================
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November 25th 2010

JPFO ALERT: OBAMA'S NAZISM
COMES TO YOUR AMERICA.

We encourage you to read the article, "We are all German Jews
now", by Murray Sabrin - http://jpfo.org/articles-assd02/german-
jews-now.htm (SEE BELOW) Let us strengthen our resolve to
destroy the rights destroyers agenda, spearheaded by the
government criminals in the Obama administration today.
=============================================

Thursday 18th November, 2010

We Are All German Jews Now?
"TSA’s Nazi-like tactics should be rejected by

Americans"
By Murray Sabrin

My parents were the only members of their respective
families who survived the Holocaust. Dad was a partisan
commander in his native Poland, where he and more than
230 heroic fighters killed untold German soldiers, laid
mines and attacked convoys. In 1949, my parents decided
to immigrate to America so they and their children
(including yours truly) would live in their new homeland
— the beacon for all oppressed peoples for two hundred
years — in peace and freedom.

Mom and Dad had one overriding wish in choosing to
come to America; they would never have to fight Nazism
ever again, especially in a land that values individual
liberty. Unfortunately, despite all the constitutional
protections the American people are supposed to have, the
Nazification of the United States, a nation I swore to
defend against all enemies foreign and domestic, when I
became a citizen in 1959, is occurring because the political
elites keep telling us the federal government has to use all
the means at its disposal to keep our homeland safe and
wage a global war against terrorism.

A brief history is in order. After taking power in 1933,
Hitler's regime quickly declared Jews "sub-human." Then,
economic warfare against the Jews began. In 1934, the Star
of David was painted on Jewish shops with the word
"Juden" written on front windows. In short, to be a German
Jew in the early years of Nazi Germany meant essentially
you were an "enemy of the state," because Hitler asserted
as early as 1920: "None but members of the nation may be
citizens of the State. None but those of German blood may
be members of the nation. No Jew, therefore, may be a
member of the nation."

By law, Jews were forced to sit in designated areas on
buses, trains, and park benches. The 1935 Nuremberg
Laws abolished the Jews' German citizenship and
prohibited marriage between Jews and non-Jews. Soon
thereafter violence against Jews spread. Jews who could
pay an exit fee were able to flee Germany. The Jews who

remained in their homeland faced incredible economic
hardship until the Final Solution.

In Nazi Germany and then occupied Europe, Jews
became the object of one of the most virulent hate
campaigns in the history of the world, and victims of a
systematic attempt to wipe them off the face of the Earth.

In sum, when the Hitler regime demonized,
dehumanized and demeaned one of the most productive
groups in German society because of a collectivist
ideology — Antisemitism, all the social, political, and
psychological ingredients fell in place paving the way for
the Holocaust.

The introduction of so-called porno scanners at
America's airports and the egregious pat downs of airline
travelers have turned every American into a German Jew.
Instead of dehumanizing and demeaning one segment of
the population in order to pave the way for the Holocaust,
all airline travelers are being treated like German Jews by
our government for our own good — to keep us safe from
terrorists on airplanes.

The TSA now considers every American a potential
"enemy of the state," because any one of us may be
carrying a bomb aboard an airplane, despite the fact that
young men from the Middle East perpetrated the 9/11
attacks.

Hold on say TSA officials and their lackeys in
Congress and in the media. Our federal government is not
out to harm us let alone kill us like the Nazis did to the
Jews; our government needs to conduct "aggressive
measures" to "protect" us on all commercial flights from
potential terrorists. That is the party line.

Nonsense. We are witnessing a great leap forward in
the creation of an American version of Nazism. What if the
next terrorist attack — and I hope and pray there is not one
— is at a mall or on the Interstate Highway? Will the next
chapter in the fight against terrorism be porno scanners at
all American malls and roadblocks on all Interstate
Highways?

The more I see of the porno scanners and the pat downs
on news shows, the more incensed I become. A recent poll
suggests that 81% of America supports the use of porno
scanners. Be careful what we wish for. As Benjamin
Franklin astutely observed more than 200 years ago:
"Those who would give up essential liberty to purchase a
little temporary safety deserve neither liberty nor safety".

There is one surefire way to end the Nazification of
America. As Lew Rockwell recently posted on his blog:
..."there is one reform (that) would actually end terrorism,
not just fight it, and do so immediately: Withdraw all the
troops from Muslim countries, and abolish the CIA. Stop
interfering in other countries' lives. Stop murdering,
controlling, manipulating. Feds, mind our own business."

However, the interventionists do not want to end
terrorism. They want to perpetuate the "war on terror" so
they can control the movement of the American people,
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control the U.S. economy as much as possible, or profit
handsomely from the sale of porno scanners.

We should honor the lives of Jews who suffered the
indignities of the Nazi regime (November 9 and 10 was the
72nd anniversary of Kristallnacht) and express our
opposition to the TSA's Nazi-like tactics by wearing an
armband with a Star of David with the words, "American
citizen: Don't Tread on Me." I will be getting my armband
made ASAP and will wear it until the TSA ends its Nazi-
like tactics and respects our constitutional rights. I hope all
freedom loving Americans do likewise.

Murray Sabrin is professor of finance at Ramapo
College. He was the Libertarian Party nominee for
governor in 1997 and a Republican candidate for the U.S.
Senate in 2000 and 2008.

=============================================

November 24th 2010

JPFO ALERT: SHOULD AMERICA
REMAIN A CHRISTIAN NATION?

"Without a vibrant and vital Christianity, America is
doomed, and without America, the west is doomed. Which
is why I, an Orthodox Jewish rabbi, devoted to Jewish
survival, the Torah, and Israel am so terrified of
American Christianity caving in." Rabbi Daniel Lapin

We at JPFO are doing a survey informally called
"Lunch With Jesus". Imagine if Jesus showed up at your
front door and you invited him in for lunch. Be you Jew or
Christian, you'd certainly have some pointed questions.
Your questions might range from what Jesus would tell
Americans about Islam, to his views on victim
disarmament ("gun control"), to what he would say to Jew
haters.

Our goal in doing the survey is to steer Americans back
towards preserving our foundation as a Christian nation.

Please take the survey and share your most thoughtful
and sincere opinions. Keep your responses
anonymous. We need everyone who is reading this alert to
participate. Please take time this Thanksgiving weekend to
take the survey. More than any other people on Earth,
Americans have the most to give thanks for.
Freedom is not a spectator sport.

Please make sure everybody you know reads this alert
and takes the survey.
[Go to the survey page here - http://jpfo.org/articles-
assd02/christian-nation.htm - being sure to first read the
introductory article.]

Get an aggressive defense of your Second Amendment rights,
team up with JPFO today! - http://jpfo.org/filegen-a-
m/member.htm

This alert on JPFO can be found here -
http://jpfo.org/alerts2010/alert20101124.htm

Use our latest handbills - http://jpfo.org/filegen-a-m/freebies.htm
this includes our latest additions.
Remember to check out all JPFO's movies -

http://jpfo.org/filegen-a-m/movies.htm
Please support JPFO with donations, memberships and purchase

of our materials ( http://shop.jpfo.org/ ) - so we can continue to
provide you with these alerts and defend your rights.
JPFO Membership form - http://jpfo.org/pdf02/memb-form.pdf
JPFO On line secure membership sign up -
http://shop.jpfo.org/cart.php?m=product_list&amp;c=4
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
PS - Visit our alert archive / sign up to receive email alerts -

http://jpfo.org/alerts.htm

======================
***News Links

10-12-06 Baltimore's drunk-and-armed police rule
questioned

BALTIMORE - Off-duty police officer Gahiji A.
Tshamba was enjoying a summer evening in a historic
neighborhood known for its nightlife when he encountered
trouble around closing time. He was carrying his
department-issued, semiautomatic Glock handgun ,
unfortunately, as it turned out.

After he left the Red Maple nightclub around 1:30 a.m.,
Tshamba saw a man groping a woman and confronted him,
starting a heated argument. The officer eventually drew his
gun and emptied the clip, firing 13 shots, 12 of which
struck and killed Tyrone Brown, an unarmed Iraq war
veteran. The June 5 shooting resulted in a murder charge
for Tshamba.

There's nothing unusual about a Baltimore officer
packing heat for a night at the bars. In fact, officers are
generally required to do so. But recent shootings involving
alcohol and off-duty officers have some experts decrying
the department's gun policy as an outdated approach other
big cities have abandoned.

Baltimore's policy "boils down to the whole dated
concept that a cop was a cop 24 hours a day. New York
and many other places have become much more realistic,"
said Eugene O'Donnell, a former New York officer and
current lecturer at John Jay College of Criminal Justice.

Baltimore Police Commissioner Frederick H. Bealefeld
III is considering changes, such as a restriction on drinking
while armed. But he's reluctant to toss out a decades-old
policy that he says helps protect the public.

An Associated Press review of investigative records
shows that since 2005, off-duty Baltimore officers have
shot people 15 times. In a dozen cases, the officers
intervened to stop crimes or defend themselves. But the
three shootings that led to officers being disciplined , and
another instance when an off-duty officer was killed by a
fellow cop , involved alcohol or took place around bars.
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Baltimore's policy on off-duty officers and guns is a
single sentence: "Sworn members, off-duty, within the city
of Baltimore, shall be suitably armed, except at such times,
or under such circumstances, or when engaged in such
activities as a prudent person would reasonably conclude
the wearing of a firearm to be inappropriate."

It's up to officers to decide when it's inappropriate to be
armed, although police officials cite obvious examples
such as swimming or playing sports. But off-duty officers
aren't allowed to leave their handguns in their cars , they're
told to lock them up at home.

Any officer who stops for a beer after work, then, is
expected to be armed. And that, experts say, is a problem.

"You're required to carry a gun, but if you do get drunk
and do something stupid, then you're held responsible,"
said Peter Moskos, a professor at John Jay College and
former Baltimore officer.

Other big cities have ditched or modified policies
requiring officers to carry guns at all times. Instead, some
train officers to be good witnesses and call 911 when they
see a crime during their downtime.

The International Association of Chiefs of Police
recommends that departments make it optional for off-duty
officers to carry guns. But departments don't have to
follow the association's model policy.

Researchers who've studied fatal police-on-police
shootings also say departments should discourage off-duty
officers from using force.

"This is something that's a national problem," said Sam
Walker, a criminologist at the University of Nebraska-
Omaha. "A fair number of officer-involved shootings do
involve off-duty officers, which is a major issue."

In Baltimore, one of the nation's most violent big cities,
Bealefeld and others argue officers can't afford to let their
guard down.

The records obtained by The AP show that since 2005,
off-duty officers have fired their handguns in an attempt to
stop nine armed robberies and one stabbing. In another
case, an officer wounded a would-be robber before the
officer was fatally shot. Another officer shot and killed a
man he saw breaking into his car.

Bealefeld argues the documents don't tell the whole
story of how the policy protects the public. The department
does not keep records of instances in which off-duty
officers draw their guns to stop a crime but don't open fire.

But Tshamba's case isn't the only questionable use of a
weapon by carousing off-duty police. Former officer
Patrick Dotson pleaded guilty to assault for shooting at two
people after a brawl outside a bar. Officer Norman Stamp
drew his gun during a strip club brawl, and an on-duty
officer fatally wounded him. Stamp didn't identify himself
as police until after he was shot.

Tshamba, meanwhile, had previously shot someone
after a night of drinking. In 2005, the black officer said a
group of white men used racial taunts and assaulted him

while he was off-duty. Tshamba fired several shots, and a
17-year-old boy was wounded in the foot. A breath test
found the officer had a blood-alcohol percentage of .12 ,
well above the state's threshold for drunken driving.

The department disciplined Tshamba, but the shooting
was ruled justified. He wasn't charged with a crime.

Tshamba's attorneys say he wasn't drinking the night he
shot Brown, and he refused a breath test afterward. He's
being held without bail on a first-degree murder charge.
His lawyers contend he was acting in an official capacity
and feared for his life when he opened fire.

But if Tshamba had been an officer in several other
East Coast cities, he couldn't have brought his gun in the
first place.

In Washington, D.C., officers are barred from carrying
their weapons if they plan to drink. Philadelphia police
officers are told not to carry their guns if there's a
likelihood they'll be drinking or taking prescription drugs.
It's the same thing in New York, which also requires breath
tests for officers involved in shootings.

Several rank-and-file Baltimore officers discussed the
gun policy on the condition that their names not be used
because they're prohibited from talking about it with
reporters.

The officers said they and their colleagues take varying
approaches to the question of whether to bring their guns
to bars. Many do it all the time. Some leave them at home,
concluding that a night of heavy drinking is an
inappropriate time to be armed. Others avoid the problem
by refusing to socialize within the city.

Their boss, Bealefield, defended the policy against
criticism sparked by cases like Tshamba's, saying the
actions of a few shouldn't affect officers' ability to protect
themselves and others.

"Those are some extraordinarily bad situations that
have occurred," Bealefeld said. "But more often than not,
and indeed every day, these guys make great judgments
that you never read about or hear about."

http://www.philly.com/philly/wires/ap/news/nation_wo
rld/20101206_ap_baltimoresdrunkandarmedpoliceruleques
tioned.html

10-12-06 Pennsylvania deer hunters donate venison
to food banks

PHILADELPHIA (Reuters Life!) – Deer hunters in
Pennsylvania are expected to donate about 100,000 pounds
of venison to help meet the surging demand from the
state's food banks.

Hunters will shoot about 300,000 deer during the two-
week hunting season that began on November 29. Some of
their haul will be given to Hunters Sharing the Harvest, a
program run by the state's agriculture department.

It provides meat to local food banks which redistribute
the venison to more than 4,000 local food-assistance
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organizations that help people unable to feed themselves
because of the economic downturn.

"Quality food donations are a rare commodity," said
Kendall Hanna, executive director of the Central
Pennsylvania Food Bank. "Hunters Sharing the Harvest
provides us with lean meat that's high in protein, and that's
hard to come by."

His organization normally receives between 10,000 and
15,000 pounds of venison through the program each year.
The meat is typically made into hamburgers or chili.

Demand for food of all kinds is up about 75 percent
from two years ago. The bank feeds about 250,000 people
across a 27-county area, Hanna said. Statewide, 1.3 million
people are at risk of hunger, according to the Agriculture
Department.

Donations from major food manufacturers are the
bank's main source of food, but the increased demand in
recent years has forced it to buy more supplies at a cost of
about $1.5 million this year, Hanna explained.

The state's estimated 750,000 first-day hunters can
donate their deer to any of the 125 participating butchers.
The state pays the butchers 85 cents per pound of venison
processed.

In 2009, hunters shot 108,000 bucks and more than
200,000 does, according to the Pennsylvania Game
Commission, in a state where deer are so numerous they
are seen as a pest.

Joyce Rothermel, chief executive of the Greater
Pittsburgh Community Food Bank, said venison donations
are particularly valuable in rural areas served.

Some 600 local pantries served by the Pittsburgh bank
feed an average of 120,000 people a month, representing
an increase of 20 percent over the last two years,
Rothermel said.

Rothermel's group has kept up with the demand thanks
to assistance from food manufacturers, food stamp
programs and individual donations. But she thinks demand
will rise due to the estimated 16,000 people whose jobless
benefits recently expired.

Although the Pittsburgh bank has provided a basic level
of nutrition for its clients, some don't eat as much as they
should, Rothermel said.

"There are people who only eat two meals a day," she
said.

http://news.yahoo.com/s/nm/20101206/lf_nm_life/us_f
ood_hunters

10-12-06 Police cope with keeping guns secured
safely at home

When her service weapon is not on her, city homicide
detective Peg Sherwood keeps it in a safe, stored in a
closet and locked with a key. Her husband, Teddy
Anderson, a sniper on the SWAT team, also keeps his guns
locked and out of the reach of their 7-year-old son.

"We made him aware of our guns, and let him touch
them," Ms. Sherwood said. "We figured that would take
the curiosity away."

Keeping guns safely secured while off duty is a concern
for police officers, especially those with children. Still,
many local police agencies have only vague policies on
weapon storage at home, leaving it up to officers to store
their guns for easy access yet out of the reach of children.

Though accidental shootings involving the children of
police are rare in Western Pennsylvania, a pair of
dismaying cases in as many months shows that even
among professionals, keeping weapons safe but accessible
isn't always simple.

Port Vue police Officer John Thompson's 4-year-old
son, Gavin, was able to retrieve his father's .45-caliber
service weapon from the top shelf of a bedroom closet on
Nov. 26 at their home in Liberty. It discharged, killing the
boy, in a case still being probed by Allegheny County
homicide detectives.

In October, state Trooper Nicholas Petrosky's son, also
4, accidentally wounded himself with his father's personal
gun at their home in Donora. Washington County District
Attorney Steven Toprani wouldn't say how the boy got
hold of the gun or where it was kept, only that his review
of the case remains open.

Though every officer's living situation is different, "as a
general rule, if it's not on the officer's person where he can
control what is done with it, it needs to be under lock and
key of some sort," said Michael Lesnick, a former federal
police officer whose 3-year-old son, Joshua, accidentally
killed himself three years ago with a pistol he found in his
father's nightstand. He pleaded no contest to charges of
keeping a loaded firearm near a child and served a year of
probation before he started sharing his story with other gun
owners, namely police. Officers are familiar and
comfortable with guns, he said, and can become
complacent with safety precautions.

"To some degree, I've lost my livelihood," said Mr.
Lesnick who lives in Wisconsin and is no longer in law
enforcement. "My wife, who was home at the time and saw
our son die, she suffers greatly from post-traumatic stress
and nightmares. I carry a lot of guilt because, the bottom
line, is this is my fault because if anyone knew better, it
was me. Not only was I a cop, I was a firearms instructor. I
used to stand up in front of people and say, 'don't do this.'
To add insult to injury, I went through the criminal justice
system on the wrong side. The only way you can describe
it in one word is devastating."

Mr. Lesnick, who worked as a federal officer in
northern Illinois for almost six years, also spends his days
tracking news stories of other accidental shootings, which
he prints and catalogs. To his knowledge, Mr. Thompson's
case was the fourth or fifth fatal incident involving a police
officer this year, though statistics on accidental shootings
by the children of police officers are hard to come by.
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The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention found
that 138 children and teens were killed accidently by guns
in 2007, and 3,588 were shot accidentally but survived in
2009. But the data isn't broken down to show cases
involving law enforcement.

Many local police agencies suggest ways, but do not
expressly mandate, how an officer should secure a service
weapon while off-duty or at home. The state police doesn't
have a specific regulation regarding the issue, though "the
use or handling of firearms by members in a careless or
imprudent manner or unjustified endangering of human
lives by firearms in violation of the rules and regulations
relating thereto, is strictly forbidden."

"Troopers generally are urged to use common sense in
dealing with their weapons," state police spokesman Jack
Lewis added.

For Pittsburgh police, "firearms should be stored in
such a manner as to prevent access to untrained or
unauthorized persons." The bureau's police policies and
procedures states that "officers shall secure their firearms
at all times in such a manner as to restrict irresponsible
use," but does not elaborate.

The issue has been a topic of discussion during police
recruit training for the past 10 years, Deputy Chief Paul
Donaldson said.

"We cover different methods of storage, types of locks
and the pros and cons of each system or method," he said.
"Handouts are included as a reference where these things
can be purchased."

The International Chiefs of Police Association, too,
advises officers use trigger locks, safes or gun lock boxes
when they can't keep duty weapons on their person. It
makes no mention of whether guns should be stored loaded
or whether ammunition should be stashed separately.

Best practices are hard to establish because living
situations differ from officer to officer and weapons
storage is a "very individual thing," said Betsy Branter
Smith, a recently retired Naperville, Ill., police sergeant
who manages a law enforcement training company and has
written about the issue of gun safety for police
publications.

"It's a fine line officers walk between keeping
themselves safe, keeping their families safe, and we have a
moral obligation, even when we're off-duty, to keep the
community safe," she said. "What we don't want police
officers to do is not to bring that gun home or not have a
firearm available because they're too afraid of having guns
in their house."

She said officers and civilian gun owners alike should
familiarize their families and children with guns so they
understand their dangers whether they're at home or
elsewhere.

"Guns are like Christmas presents, you can't hide them
from kids," Ms. Smith said. "Familiarity is what makes a

kid safe." http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/10340/1108554-
455.stm

10-12-06 Victim bears mark of heels who beat him
Two Upper Darby teenagers left a 34-year-old man,

whom they kicked into a coma Friday, with a horrible
reminder of their assault - a sneaker imprint on his
forehead, police said.

The victim, an Upper Darby resident, was walking
home from a bar about 1:25 a.m. Friday when he
encountered 19-year-old Jeremiah Alexander, a 16-year-
old girl and an unidentified third man, on Lamport Road
near Marshall, in Upper Darby, police Superintendent
Michael Chitwood said.

Either words were exchanged or the victim accidentally
bumped Alexander or the teenage girl, whose name was
not released, and a vicious attack from the two ensued,
Chitwood said.

"It starts out as a disrespect thing and moves to a
robbery real quick," Chitwood said, "but the brutality of it
all is astonishing."

Chitwood said that Alexander sucker punched the
victim and knocked him to the ground.

Once the man was down, Alexander kicked him
unconscious with the work boots he had on, and the girl
stomped on his forehead so hard that she left imprints with
her sneakers, police said.

After the man was unconscious, the teens went through
his pockets, according to police.

He had no money, but the two stole his cell phone,
Chitwood said.

The victim was taken to the Hospital of the University
of Pennsylvania with critical injuries and was, as of
yesterday, still in a coma.

Alexander and the juvenile girl were captured shortly
after the attack at a playground in East Lansdowne,
Chitwood said.

When they were taken into custody, the girl had the
victim's cell phone on her and Alexander had a small
amount of marijuana on him, according to police.

The third man who was with Alexander and the girl
was not charged in the attack, Chitwood said.

Both Alexander and the girl were charged with
aggravated assault, robbery and related offenses.

Alexander remains in Delaware County Prison in lieu
of $50,000 bail, and the girl remains in custody at the
county's juvenile detention center, in Lima, Chitwood said.

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/20101206_Victim_
bears_mark_of_heels_who_beat_him.html

10-12-06 GA Police Gun, Badge Stolen From
Clayton Deputy's Car

CLAYTON COUNTY, Ga. -- A gun and badge were
stolen from the car of a deputy, the Clayton County sheriff
confirmed to Channel 2 Action News.
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Sheriff’ Kem Kimbrough told Channel 2’s Mike
Petchenik the gun was taken from an undercover
investigator's vehicle on Friday Nov. 26. The theft
happened right in front of the deputy’s home.

"He found that among a number of personal items, like
a GPS and MP3 player, also his county-issued badge, ID
and county-issued firearm were also missing," said
Kimbrough.

"I’m always concerned when a firearm is missing and
unaccounted for," Kimbrough said on Sunday night.

Kimbrough told Petchenik a neighbor found the
deputy’s badge a few days later, but the gun remained
missing.

"We will investigate thoroughly and do what we can to
track that firearm, recover it and get it back into the
inventory and out of the hands of any potential bad guys,"
said Kimbrough.

Kimbrough said his deputies go to great lengths to
secure their weapons

"We want to create obstacles to any would-be intruder
who tries to gain unauthorized access to the firearm," said
Kimbrough

Kimbrough said there's no evidence the thief
specifically targeted the deputy's car.

The theft is the third of its kind recently in metro
Atlanta. Smyrna police told Channel 2 Action News
someone broke into a retired Cobb County officer's car and
stole his gun on Nov. 19.

A week earlier, in Lithonia, police said someone broke
into an officer's car and stole several items, including a
gun.

http://www.foxreno.com/news/26031404/detail.html

10-12-06 GA Police- Clerk Shoots, Kills Robber
MARIETTA (WSB Radio) -- A liquor store clerk was

prepared for the two men who tried to rob his Marietta
business.

When the two men entered the Windy Hill Bottle Shop
about 11:35 p.m. Saturday and threatened the store clerk at
gunpoint, the man behind the counter threatened back.

"The clerk produced his own hand gun and everyone in
there exchanged gun fire," Cobb police officer Joe
Hernandez told WSB Radio.

One of the suspects was shot and died later at an area
hospital. The second suspect fled the building the clerk
was not injured, police said.

Police said they had not positively identified the man
who died. Police have only described the suspects as
males.

http://wsbradio.com/localnews/2010/12/police-clerk-
shoots-kills-robb.html?cxntlid=cmg_cntnt_rss

10-12-05 Canada Gun tracing regulations delayed
for third time by Harper government

OTTAWA - The Harper government has once again
delayed implementation of regulations that police say they
need to quickly trace guns used in crimes.

The government quietly posted a notice last Tuesday —
one day before the firearms marking regulations were to
have come into force — disclosing that implementation
has been postponed until Dec. 1, 2012.

This is the third time the Harper government has
delayed the regulations, which were created by the Liberal
government in 2004 and were supposed to go into effect in
April of 2006.

The government has also deferred for another two years
regulations governing the possession and use of firearms at
gun shows.

The latest deferrals are being applauded by gun
enthusiasts, who hope the regulations will be repeatedly
put off until such time as Prime Minister Stephen Harper's
Conservatives win a majority and can scrap them
altogether.

The Canadian Shooting Sports Association sent out an
alert last week noting that it has been "working tirelessly"
to delay both sets of regulations.

"They are both now delayed until December of 2012
which gives us more time to resolve the negative impacts
these regulations will have and, since there is the strong
possibility of an election within the next 12 months, have
them rescinded with a majority government."

The regulations are supposed to bring Canada into
compliance with international protocols requiring import
marks on all firearms.

The objective is to shorten the time it takes to trace
guns that cross national borders as part of normal
commercial transactions.

A spokesman for Public Safety Minister Vic Toews
said the regulations have been postponed "to allow time
for consultation to develop a workable regulatory
package."

"We continue to support gun control that law
enforcement need to protect themselves and the safety and
security of the public," Christopher McCluskey added in
an email.

But Liberal public safety critic Mark Holland said the
latest delay is further proof that "Conservatives are clearly
more interested in listening to the gun lobby than to
police."

"Once again on public safety this government is all talk
and no action. Police say this measure is critical yet
Conservatives keep trying to delay it into non-existence,"
he said, pointing out that the Tories have also gone against
police wishes in their determination to scrap the long-gun
registry.

Holland said it's particularly "disgraceful" that the
deferral of regulations was announced just prior to
Monday's 21st anniversary of the Ecole Polytechnique
massacre, in which 14 female students were gunned down.
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"It broadcasts to victims' families that their concerns
are being ignored and don't count," he said.

Back in 2007, just before the Harper government
postponed the firearms marking regulations for a second
time, the three national associations representing police in
Canada joined forces to plead for implementation.

"This can make the difference between a firearm trace
taking hours versus months," said a jointly written letter to
the government by associations representing police, police
chiefs and police boards.

Current laws state that all firearms must have a serial
number, or firearms identification number, according to
the ministry of public safety.

The new regulations would require firearm
manufacturers to include a marking that would indicate the
origin of the firearm, and for imported firearms, the last
two digits of the year it was imported.

The police associations' letter gives the example of a
Beretta used in a crime in Canada. The firearm is made in
Italy and typically sold to Canadian gun shops through
large American distributors.

"Without an import marking physically present on the
firearm, it would be unknown whether the firearm was
diverted from lawful possession in Italy, the U.S.A. or
Canada. Police would have to determine that through a
time-consuming records check with the U.S.A. and Italy,"
the letter says.

"The presence of a Canadian import mark instantly
identifies the firearm as having been legally admitted to
Canada. In such cases, police can limit their search to
domestic databases."

The police associations also argue that over time import
marks would help police "answer the question of whether
firearms involved in Canadian crime are smuggled (into
the country) or diverted domestically."

McCluskey said the Harper government remains
committed to meeting Canada's international commitments
"while delivering results that actually work to protect
Canadians."

He noted that the government has introduced a series of
measures to help prevent and solve gun crimes, including
improved screening of firearms applicants, mandatory
prison time for those who commit gun crimes and a joint
law enforcement initiative with the U.S. aimed at stopping
cross-border smuggling of illegal guns.

http://www.news1130.com/news/national/article/15320
7--gun-tracing-regulations-delayed-for-third-time-by-
harper-government

10-12-05 The debate over Russian boars: Good for
sports hunting and tourism? Or destructive to
Michigan farms

LANSING — Are Russian boars Public Enemy No. 1,
or a hot tourist draw that boost rural economies?

In the wild, the huge, hairy beasts tear up farm fields
and habitat and carry diseases that threaten the state’s $300
million commercial pork industry. Environmentalists and
pork producers are pushing to ban the animals from
Michigan.

But “sport swine” are gold for private game ranch
owners who have built their businesses on boar hunts, and
want to be allowed to continue to breed and hunt them on
their own lands.

The issue will come to a head Thursday when Rebecca
Humphries, director of the Michigan Department of
Natural Resources and Environment, is expected to act on
the proposed ban or order stricter rules to regulate
ownership of the sport-swine species. Humphries will
address the issue at the Michigan Natural Resources
Commission’s meeting in Lansing.

Game ranch owners say banning Russian boars and
other exotic swine — or even strengthening regulation of
those animals — could drive ranches out of business and
hurt other state businesses that benefit from their tourism
draw.

But with the state’s natural resources and pork industry
hanging in the balance, it’s unclear whether their voice
will be heard.

In the end, the matter may be settled in the courts.
Anti-hunting, anti-business?
If Russian boars are declared illegal invasive species

under the state’s Natural Resources and Environmental
Protection Act, “you’re gonna wipe out about 40 to 50
businesses within the state in about six months — they’ll
be gone,” said Doug Miller, owner of Thunder Hills Ranch
near Jackson.

Miller believes the proposal is simply anti-hunting
prejudice aimed at further decimating the state’s $60
million game ranch industry, which is down to 445 ranches
this year, compared to 815 in 2004.

Pig hunts are the bread and butter of the smaller game
ranches, Miller said. The animals provide an affordable
entry into the world of private hunting, Miller said, as
groups can split the cost of a $525 hog hunt and come
away with hundreds of pounds of meat.

“Everyone can afford to do that, plus they get the
meat,” Miller said. “My deer hunts start at $2,000 and go
to $10,000,” not an option for as many hunters, he said.

“The really huge places, they’ll stay in business
because they shoot $50,000 deer,” Miller said.

Long-standing trouble
Pig hunts have been offered at game ranches for at least

15 years, but swine are not included in regulations for the
facilities. Those rules are designed largely to keep deer and
elk contained on the properties and not mingling with the
state’s wild deer herd, said Shannon Hanna, a wildlife
biologist and special-projects coordinator with the DNRE.
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“The fencing and all regulations in that law are for
deer. A 10-foot fence doesn’t keep a pig from running
underneath it,” she said.

And when pigs escape, they can wreak havoc.
In the wild, they breed prolifically and brandish their

curved tusks at anyone or anything that stirs their ill
temper. They have been sighted in every county in the
state.

Since 2006, Hanna has scrambled to monitor the
unregulated sport-swine trade as it overlaps her work with
the licensed high-fence deer and elk farms in the state.

Although there is no official mechanism for tracking
the number of feral swine, the DNRE estimates 3,000 to
5,000 wild pigs roam the state, and wildlife officials
believe most are the offspring of escapees from game
ranches.

Miller said no pig has escaped its enclosure since he
opened his ranch in 1995, and he questions the validity of
the DNRE estimates.

But environmental groups and pork producers have
seen the troubles feral swine have caused in other states,
and hope to stop the problem here before it gets worse.

The DNRE’s wildlife division has determined that the
sport pigs fit the definition of invasive species — they are
not native to the state, have demonstrated the potential to
harm people and natural and agricultural resources, and are
nearly impossible to control or eradicate once populations
become established.

If the director of the DNRE signs an order declaring
wild sport swine prohibited invasive species, ownership
and propagation of Russian boars and other wild pigs for
hunting would be against the law.

“If the director signs that order, it’s game over,” Hanna
said.

But the director could also use the threat of such an
order to push along laws regulating ownership of swine.
For example, the order declaring wild swine illegal could
be written to take effect by a specified date unless strict
regulatory legislation was adopted.

Groups weigh in
The debate over wild boars revolves around money:

Does the contribution of sport swine to Michigan’s
economy outweigh the risks associated with their escape
and spread in the wild?

“We think the director should sign the (invasive
species) order and prohibit the keeping of (sport) hogs in
Michigan,” said Dennis Fijalkowski, executive director of
the Michigan Wildlife Conservancy. Regulation is not
practical, he said, and the measures needed to prevent pigs
from escaping are too expensive for the industry to adopt.

Don Koivisto. director of the Michigan Department of
Agriculture, said he believes that, at the very least, there
should be “no new ones (game ranches) allowed while we
are working on (problems created by) the old ones.”

Michigan United Conservation Clubs supports the
director signing an order banning the wild boars, which
would take effect if legislation regulating the industry is
not in place “in a pretty short time frame,” said Amy
Trotter, resource policy manager for the club.

“If we can regulate them adequately,” with full funding
to implement the regulations, “then fine. MUCC’s position
is we don’t want any hunter/angler money used to regulate
(swine).

“Our concern at MUCC has been if the Legislature fails
to act, or waters down recommendations from the swine
work group.”

http://www.mlive.com/news/kalamazoo/index.ssf/2010/
12/the_debate_over_russian_wild_b.html

10-12-05 U.S. Army shooter tops Olympian at OTC
airgun event

Matt Rawlings wasn’t perfect – not even close. He was
good enough to upset a two-time Olympic medalist, a
confidence-boosting victory that put him back on top of the
podium.

The U.S. Army Marksmanship Unit member extended a
wave of momentum from a gold medal at the
Championship of the Americas by beating Matt Emmons
in the 10-meter air rifle finals Sunday at the Winter Airgun
Championships at the Olympic Training Center.

Olympian Brian Beaman topped Olympian Keith
Sanderson and OTC resident Anthony Lutz in men’s air
pistol; Sarah Scherer of Texas Christian defeated Emily
Caruso of the OTC and Emily Holsopple of Kentucky in
women’s air rifle; and Enkelejda Shehaj edged Teresa
Meyer of the OTC and Olympian Brenda Shinn in
women’s air pistol.

With a one-point lead going into an eight-person final,
Rawlings, 26, of Wharton, Texas, got outshot by Emmons,
a former OTC resident, on six of 10 attempts, however,
nine of his tries registered a 10 or better, and he thumped
Emmons on three straight fires in the middle to gain 1.6
points and win by 0.8 of a point. Olympian Jason Parker
finished third.

“The final wasn’t as good of a finish as I would have
liked,” said Rawlings, a corporal at Fort Benning in
Columbus, Ga. “I would have liked to have a little deeper
shots on some of those. But you take what you can get and
go with it.”

Rawlings generated a love for shooting while hunting
with his family with a .243-caliber deer rifle, and his aim
was so accurate, he won two national titles at Alaska-
Fairbanks. As a member of the USA Shooting national
rifle team, he claimed a silver in air rifle at the 2007 Pan
American Games, and he was third in air rifle at the 2008
U.S. Olympic trials.

The gold Rawlings took home last month in Rio de
Janeiro enabled the U.S. to secure an air rifle quota spot
for the 2012 London Games – the Americans have 12
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Olympic berths in multiple disciplines, with a chance to
earn 16 more next year. A point-based selection process
that culminates in 2012 will determine which shooters
receive trips to London.

“I’ve still got a long way to go,” said Rawlings, whose
World Cup tour begins in March. He said, “We’re always
edging for the perfect score and a decent final. … In the
middle, it was settling nicely. The execution and
everything was perfect, and the results showed. Then in the
end, it kind of got a little loose again. I’m still trying to
figure that out.”

The biggest problem for Rawlings is positioning. “It
just doesn’t settle where you would like it,” he said. “You
end up forcing it because you’ve got to make something
happen.”

Still, Rawlings isn’t hanging his head after outlasting
Emmons, who owns two Olympic medals in 50-meter rifle
prone – a gold in 2004 in Athens, Greece, and a silver in
2008 in Beijing. Emmons was seventh in air rifle at the
world championships in July.

“He’s a great shooter, and I know he’s always a
contender for this,” Rawlings said. “All I do is try to shoot
my best. At the end of the day, it’s you versus the target.
… You get a one-point lead, you can’t really relax. You’ve
still got to go and do the right thing.”
http://www.gazette.com/sports/rawlings-109075-matt-
olympic.html

10-12-05 ATLANTA Group Wants To Ax
Mandatory Gun Permits

ATLANTA -- Last summer, Atlanta police arrested
Vance Perry Jr. on charges that he was carrying a weapon
without a permit.

The father of two told Channel 2 Action News reporter
Mike Petchenik that he bought the gun from a friend and
was carrying it for protection because he lives in a “rough
neighborhood.”

“I have a right to protect myself and my family,” he
said.

This week, the Fulton County District Attorney’s office
dropped the case against Perry because of a July 2010
revision to the state’s gun laws, that allows non-felons to
carry weapons without a valid permit on their own
property. This legislative session, one gun rights
organization wants lawmakers to pull the trigger on even
more liberties for gun owners.

Georgia Gun Owners, based in Kennesaw, plans to
propose legislation that would do away with mandatory
gun permits, instead making it a voluntary process. The
gun rights group also wants to eliminate mandatory
government fingerprinting, background checks and waiting
periods for prospective gun owners.

“(Criminals) will never willingly submit to fingerprints,
background checks, pay taxes or fees, or sit through a

waiting period before terrorizing the public,” the group
said in a statement released to Channel 2 Action News.

“Criminals and thugs will always have access to guns,
knives, poles, hammers, sticks, or any other weapon they
wish to use to commit their crime … and they do not ask
permission from any government in order to do so. Yet
Georgians who wish to carry openly or concealed to
protect themselves and their families are treated like
criminals, forced by government in the State of Georgia to
jump through hoops in order to do so. Criminals and thugs
know that this is the case,” the statement said.

Perry said he supports increasing the liberties of gun
owners like himself.

“All people should be able to protect themselves,
especially if they aren’t a felon,” he said.

But not all Georgians agree the proposal is on target.
“I think it takes us back to the Wild West,” said Wes

Gordon of Marietta. “I don’t condone it.”
Gordon said he worries about guns getting into the

wrong hands. Others agree.
“I wouldn’t be in favor of allowing anyone and

everyone to have a gun,” said Khadijah Abe.
Georgia Gun Owners plans to release the bill when the

legislative session begins in January.
http://www.wsbtv.com/news/26027342/detail.html

10-12-05 Robin L. Quillon Rendell’s veto sides with
thugs

JOHNSTOWN — “Laws that forbid the carrying of
arms ... disarm only those who are neither inclined nor
determined to commit crimes ...

“Such laws make things worse for the assaulted and
better for the assailants; they serve rather to encourage
than to prevent homicides, for an unarmed man may be
attacked with greater confidence than an armed man.”–
Thomas Jefferson

Raise your hand if you were at all surprised when tax-
and-spend, liberal “Filthadelphia” Democrat Gov. Ed
Rendell vetoed the Castle Doctrine bill. This legislation
had passed 45-4 in the Senate and 161-35 in the House.

The Castle Doctrine bill was crafted to expand self-
defense rights outside the home. Under current law, the use
of deadly force is not justifiable to protect oneself when
one can safely retreat, unless a person is attacked in his or
her dwelling or workplace.

I am sure the drug dealers, thugs and thieves really
appreciate Rendell looking out for their welfare.

“I support the Castle Doctrine,” Rendell told reporters.
“I support the right to use deadly force on an intruder in a
person’s home. I think that’s in a totally different category.

“What this would do is expand the Castle Doctrine to
outside the home, to a city street, for example, and
eliminate the principle of law that we’ve had since English
common law: The duty to retreat.”

Is Rendell French?
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Remember, folks, according to Rendell, if your family
is getting violently car-jacked or being violently assaulted
by thugs in a mall parking lot over the X-box you just
purchased, your duty is to surrender and retreat.

“It promotes violence first,” Rendell continued in
explaining his veto. “If we can help keep violence down, if
we can protect the sanctity of life, we should. We should
not have a basis that you can shoot first.”

Huh?
The sanctity of the thugs’ lives? We should be more

concerned about them?
What’s a poor, frightened liberal to do?
I couldn’t agree more with Rep. Scott Perry (R-York),

who said, “The governor is really out of step with literally
all of Pennsylvania, and this bill had strong bipartisan
support ... It’s not about protecting your home. It’s about
protecting yourself or your family against attack.”

Perry, a lieutenant colonel in the Pennsylvania Army
National Guard and an Iraq war veteran, said the bill
would be reintroduced in 2011 and that incoming Gov.
Tom Corbett has already said he would sign it – as he
should.

The fact is, for the past two terms, this governor has
been hell-bent on chipping away at law-abiding citizens’
right to protect themselves and their property.

Rendell’s liberal campaign has also included limiting
sales to one handgun a month to law-abiding citizens.

During his eight long years as governor, Rendell has
never seemed to be able to take off the cesspool-covered
glasses he looked through while mayor of Philadelphia.

As a result, his vision of the rest of the state has never
never been clear.

The new governor and legislators should really think
about giving Philadelphia to New Jersey. That way, the
rest of the state would not be tethered to a big city that has
surrendered to the thugs.

Let’s decide now never to elect another Philadelphia
mayor as governor. OK?

They just do not understand life outside of the sewer.
Our Founding Fathers understood the importance of our

right to bear arms and to protect our families and property
at all times and in all places.

Out-of-touch Rendell should just retreat back to the
Philly swamp from which he crawled

http://tribune-
democrat.com/editorials/x278365809/Rendell-s-veto-sides-
with-thugs

10-12-05 Police and firefighters taking hit across
N.J.

When Camden announced last week that it could lay off
nearly half of its police officers and a third of its
firefighters next month, the news was surprising only in its
scope.

After years of cutting in other areas of government and
trimming police and fire departments through attrition,
cities throughout New Jersey recently have announced a
striking number of layoffs in public-safety workers as
municipal leaders seek to fill budget gaps created by
lower-than-expected revenue.

In late November, Newark laid off 167 police officers,
or about 13 percent of its department. The city also cut 130
firefighter positions through attrition this year.

Atlantic City has laid off 60 police officers and 30
firefighters in 2010, although it recently rehired 17 officers
after others retired and the union agreed to givebacks.

Some mayors say they are taking extraordinary
measures to ensure public safety. In Camden, Mayor Dana
L. Redd has asked the fire and police unions for contract
concessions that would reduce layoffs. The city also has
started discussions with Pennsauken to handle firefighting
in one part of Camden, according to Redd and Pennsauken
Mayor Rick Taylor.

In Jersey City, Mayor Jerramiah T. Healy is seeking
givebacks from police and firefighters to prevent laying off
82 police officers.

Trenton Mayor Tony Mack has announced that he
would be able to save 61 fire positions and 111 police jobs,
in part through the aid of grants.

Suburban towns have not been spared and, in many
cases, were hit even earlier. Cherry Hill laid off six police
officers in June, Collingswood let go three firefighters in
2009, and Winslow Township cut eight police officers last
year.

James Ryan, a spokesman for the state Police
Benevolent Association, which represents 32,000
members, estimated that the number of municipal police
officers in New Jersey declined 11 percent between Jan. 1,
2009, and Sept. 19, 2010, mainly through attrition.

For firefighters, the situation in New Jersey "is the
worst that we've seen it anywhere," said Dominick Marino,
president of the state's Professional Firefighters
Association, which represents about 3,300 members.

"We are not blind to the economic woes and what's
happening in the state and in the country," Marino said.
"But firefighting - public safety - is different."

"A phone call can be returned tomorrow, or three hours
later," he said. "When the bell rings, we can't say, 'Listen,
we'll get back to you this afternoon or tomorrow.' "

Ed Brannigan, president of the New Jersey Fraternal
Order of Police, with 16,000 members, said the layoffs
taking place now were worse than the layoffs across the
state in the late 1970s and early 1980s.

After those, he said, cities gradually rehired many who
had been pink-slipped. Today, he said, "there's no talk
about bringing these guys back."

Resorting to layoffs of public-safety workers is a strong
indication of just how badly cities and towns are hurting,
experts say.
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"The whole police and fire budget has always been
sacrosanct, almost a sacred cow," said William Dressel,
executive director of the New Jersey State League of
Municipalities.

"You don't run for office on the premise that you're not
going to deal with crime," he said. "That is something that
you are very reluctant to do."

New Jersey lawmakers recently approved a bill to help
laid-off police officers get rehired and to help local
governments save money on training.

Across the country, municipalities are apt to feel the
impact of the struggling real estate market, depressed
consumer confidence, high unemployment, and decreased
state aid for years to come, according to a report by the
National League of Cities.

The decline in housing values will likely depress
revenue in many cities through 2012 as assessments catch
up with the real estate market, according to the report.

At the same time, health-care and pension costs are
rising quickly, the report noted.

Local officials in New Jersey have taken pains to say
they will do everything they can to ensure public safety is
not compromised.

"We won't allow it to go to a point where services will
suffer," Winslow Township Administrator Joseph
Gallagher said. "Public safety is certainly a priority."

But police and firefighters say it's impossible to
maintain the same level of service after such deep cuts.

"What I've seen over the past 10 years is a gradual
undermining of the staffing so that even before the
economic downturn, the departments were depleted," said
Bill Lavin, president of the state Firemen's Mutual
Benevolent

"There's no fat to be cut. It's inevitable there will be a
loss of life," he said. "It's going to be tragic."

Ben Dworkin, director of the Rebovich Institute for
New Jersey Politics at Rider University, said cities and
towns were turning to public-safety workers because, as
Willie Sutton said when asked why he robbed banks, that's
where the money is.

"When there's no money, there's only so much you can
cut everything else," Dworkin said.

In New Jersey's 2011 legislative campaigns, Dworkin
said, one of the key themes will be whom to blame for cuts
to schools, public safety, and social services.

Democrats will criticize the governor for refusing to
raise taxes on those earning more than a million dollars
while Republicans, led by Gov. Christie, will argue that
Democrats are kowtowing to public employee unions and
never met a tax they didn't like, Dworkin predicted.

"Where the public comes down on this issue is unclear
at this time," he said.

On Friday, the blame game was well under way in
Trenton.

At a news conference at the Statehouse, Christie
criticized Camden's City Council for blaming him for the
looming layoffs in the city, which recently was ranked the
second most dangerous in the country.

"It's easy for Council members to blame someone else,"
Christie said at a news conference. "But they're the ones
who have been managing the city for all these years and
put [workers] in the position they're in."

http://www.philly.com/inquirer/front_page/20101205_
Police_and_firefighters_taking_hit_across_N_J_.html

10-12-05 Trial To Begin In Boy's Death At Mass.
Gun Expo

BOSTON -- A former police chief from western
Massachusetts is set to go on trial on manslaughter charges
in the accidental shooting death of an 8-year-old
Connecticut boy at a gun fair.

Jury selection is scheduled to begin Monday in the trial
of former Pelham Police Chief Edward Fleury, who is
charged in the 2008 death of Christopher Bizilj (bah-
SEEL'). The third-grader from Ashford, Conn., died after
an Uzi he was firing flipped backward and shot him in the
head at a firearms expo.

Fleury owned the company that co-sponsored the event.
His lawyer says there is no way Fleury could have
anticipated that a child would die.

Fleury has pleaded not guilty to involuntary
manslaughter and four counts of furnishing a machine gun
to a minor.

The trial will be held in Springfield.
http://www.foxreno.com/news/26025357/detail.html

10-12-05 Residents turn in a small arsenal
Police collected 61 firearms during an amnesty drive

focused on South Philadelphia.
Police collected 61 guns Saturday during a three-hour

"turn-in-your-gun" program at the Chew Playground in the
1800 block of Ellsworth Street in South Philadelphia's
Point Breeze section.

Sponsored by a coalition of groups led by the
Southwest Community Advisory Group, the no-questions-
asked program gave anyone who turned in a firearm a $100
Wal-Mart gift certificate.

Marsha Wall, who heads the community group, said the
goal was to raise neighborhood awareness and "make the
streets safer."

Residents turned in rifles, handguns, and a sawed-off
shotgun, said Capt. Anthony Washington of the 17th
Police District. The guns will be destroyed. As part of the
program, he said, police agreed not to try to trace or link
any weapon to any ongoing criminal investigation.

Residents turning in guns did not have to provide any
information about where the weapons had come from.

State Rep. Kenyatta Johnson (D., Phila.) said, "The
more guns we get off the streets, the safer the streets are."
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Johnson and his staff took part in Saturday's program,
which collected 42 handguns and 18 long guns in addition
to the sawed-off shotgun.

"That's some artillery," said Johnson, who praised the
Southwest Community Advisory Group and the 17th
Police District for coordinating the effort.

Wall said it was the fifth time since 2007 that her
organization had run a gun turn-in campaign. Saturday was
the first time in South Philadelphia. The previous programs
have focused on Southwest Philadelphia neighborhoods.

Others who helped organize the event included State
Sen. Anthony Williams (D., Phila.), Power 99 FM, the
University of Pennsylvania, and the Peace Not Guns
Organization.

http://www.philly.com/inquirer/local/philadelphia/2010
1205_Residents_turn_in_a_small_arsenal.html

10-12-04 Kanas Homeowner Shoots & Kills
Intruder Saturday Morning

TOPEKA, Kan. (WIBW) - The following was released
from the Topeka Police Department Saturday morning:
Topeka Police continue to investigate the shooting death of
Edward Bowens 10/12/1961, at 1205 SW Polk Apt 6A.

Just after 3 a.m. Saturday, Topeka Police responded to
a report of a shooting at 1205 Polk Apt 12A. Upon arrival,
officers found Mr. Bowens who was deceased.

Police believe the homeowner shot and killed the
intruder.

The investigation is on-going and TPD Detectives
would like to hear from any person who may have heard or
saw anything related to this incident.

Anyone with information is asked to call detectives at
368-9400 or Crime Stoppers at 234-0007. Or, text your tip
to Crime Stoppers at CRIMES (274637) and type
“TIP128” plus your message.

http://www.wibw.com/home/headlines/Police_Investiga
te_Saturday_Morning_Shooting_Death_111318444.html

10-12-04 Pushing a Right to Bear Arms, the Sharp
Kind

PHOENIX — Arizona used to be a knife carrier’s
nightmare, with a patchwork of local laws that forced
those inclined to strap Buck knives or other sharp objects
to their belts to tread carefully as they moved from
Phoenix (no knives except pocketknives) to Tempe (no
knives at all) to Tucson (no knives on library grounds).

But that changed earlier this year when Arizona made
its Legislature the sole arbiter of knife regulations. And
because of loose restrictions on weapons here, Arizona is
now considered a knife carrier’s dream, a place where
everything from a samurai sword to a switchblade can be
carried without a quibble.

Arizona’s transformation, and the recent lifting of a ban
on switchblades, stilettos, dirks and daggers in New
Hampshire, has given new life to the knife rights lobby, the

little-known cousin of the more politically potent gun
rights movement. Its vision is a knife-friendly America,
where blades are viewed not as ominous but as tools — the
equivalent of sharp-edged screw drivers or hammers —
that serve useful purposes and can save lives as well as
take them.

Sure, knife fights and knife attacks are a concern. No
knife-lover would ever deny that. In fact, Todd Rathner,
the lobbyist for Knife Rights Inc., an advocacy group
based in Arizona that is now in its third year, was mugged
twice in New York City before moving to Tucson, once —
“ironically,” he said — at knifepoint.

But the problem is with the knife wielder, not the knife
itself, the knife lobby says, sounding very much like those
who advocate for gun rights.

In fact, knife advocates contend that the Second
Amendment applies to knives as well as guns. They focus
their argument elsewhere, though, emphasizing that knives
fill so many beneficial roles, from carving Thanksgiving
turkeys to whittling, that they do not deserve the bad name
they often get.

“People talk about how knives are dangerous, and then
they go in the kitchen and they have 50 of them,” said
D’Alton Holder, a veteran knife maker who lives in
Wickenberg, Ariz. “It’s ridiculous to talk about the size of
the knife as if that makes a difference. If you carry a
machete that’s three feet long, it’s no more dangerous than
any knife. You can do just as much damage with an inch-
long blade, even a box cutter.”

As for the pocketknife he carries with him every day,
Mr. Holder said: “I use it for everything — to clean my
fingernails, to prune a tree or carve, even to eat dinner
with. I never think about the knives that I carry or the
knives that I make as weapons.”

Jennifer Coffey, the New Hampshire state
representative who led the effort to overturn the state’s
switchblade ban, is also an emergency medical technician
who uses knives to extract people from vehicles after
accidents. Even when switchblades were outlawed, there
were exceptions for emergency workers and others who
might use them on the job, but Ms. Coffey still considered
the law outrageous.

“We had certain knives that were illegal, but I could
walk down the street with a kitchen knife that I used to
carve a turkey and that would be legal,” Ms. Coffey said.
“I’d be more scared of a kitchen knife than a switchblade.”

She said switchblade bans were passed in the 1950s
because of the menacing use of the knives in movies like
“West Side Story” and “Rebel Without a Cause.” Her
legislation drew the support of an array of knife-related
entities: Knife Rights, a young upstart in knife advocacy;
the American Knife and Tool Institute, a group based in
Wyoming that represents knife manufacturers, sellers and
owners; and publications like Blade, Cutlery News Journal
and Knife World.
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The effort to lift the ban on switchblades in New
Hampshire even won the support of the New Hampshire
Association of Chiefs of Police

In Arizona, however, police groups were more
circumspect about lifting all of the local knife laws. The
Arizona Association of Chiefs of Police opposed the move,
saying local jurisdictions ought to set their own knife
restrictions. The Phoenix Law Enforcement Association
remained neutral.

In much of the country, especially in urban areas,
knives are still viewed as weapons in need of tight control.

District Attorney Cyrus R. Vance Jr. of Manhattan
announced in June that his office had pressured retail
stores that were selling illegal knives to remove them from
their shelves, forfeit profits from the knives made over the
last four years and help finance a campaign to educate
people against illegal knives.

“What makes these knives so dangerous is the ease with
which they can be concealed and brandished,” Mr. Vance
said of the illegal switchblades and gravity knives, which
require a wrist flip to open instead of a switchblade’s
spring, that were bought by undercover agents.

Mr. Vance’s offensive drew the ire of the American
Knife and Tool Institute, which issued an “action alert”
and offered to assist New York retailers and individuals
charged with knife violations with their legal defenses.

The knife lobby similarly rose up in 2009 when the
federal Customs and Border Protection agency issued a
proposal that would have reclassified many pocketknives
and pocket tools as switchblades and thus made them
illegal for import or sale across state lines under the 1958
federal Switchblade Act. In the end, Congress intervened
and blocked the change.

A case now unfolding in Seattle shows how volatile
knives continue to be. A police officer there fatally shot a
man in August after, the officer said, he ordered the man
several times to drop a knife that he was carrying. But the
legitimacy of the shooting has been questioned by the
Police Department, partly because the knife, which had a
three-inch blade, was found in a closed position near the
body of the dead man, who had been using it to carve a
piece of wood.

Knife advocates are hoping that, just as Arizona’s
immigration law has led to a national debate on that topic,
its move to end knife restrictions will lead more states to
take up the cause.

“Arizona is now the model when it comes to knives,”
said Mr. Rathner, who was a National Rifle Association
lobbyist before he switched to knives. “We’re now going
to be moving to other states, probably in the Rocky
Mountains and the Southeast. There’s probably half a
dozen or more places that are ripe for this.”

http://www.nytimes.com/2010/12/05/us/05knives.html?
_r=1&scp=1&sq=PUSHING%20A%20RIGHT%20TO%2

0BEAR%20ARMS%20THE%20SHARP%20KIND&st=cs
e

10-12-04 Coffee chain chief supports barista
Dutch Bros.’ top executive says it is reviewing its gun

policy and security procedures after a fatal shooting
The barista who fatally shot a would-be robber at a

Dutch Bros. coffee kiosk in Eugene on Nov. 24 broke
company rules by taking a gun to work, but that doesn’t
mean he won’t be welcomed back if and when he’s ready
to return to the job, the company’s top executive said
Friday.

Travis Boersma, a Grants Pass resident whose drive-
through coffee chain includes more than 150 locations in
five states, said during a telephone interview that he
supports the employee for taking action to defend himself
during the robbery attempt.

“Under this unique circumstance, the (barista) who
went through this horrific event did everything to protect
his own life,” Boersma said.

Lane County prosecutors determined as much earlier
this week when they reviewed a police investigation into
the incident and concluded that the Dutch Bros. worker —
a man in his 20s who has not been publicly identified —
would face no criminal charges in connection with the
shooting.

Boersma disclosed that the barista took a gun with him
to work the day of the incident — a detail of the case that
Eugene police have declined to release to the public.

A police log entry indicates that the worker called 911
at 9 p.m. to report he had exchanged gunfire with a man
who tried to rob the kiosk at 2115 Franklin Blvd. The
suspected robber, 27-year-old Eugene resident Sirus
Combs, was pronounced dead at the scene.

Police said a second man who accompanied Combs to
the Dutch Bros. stand ran from the area following the
shooting. He remains at large — something that Boersma
said concerns him greatly.

Police have not said whether they know the identity of
the man who reportedly fled before officers arrived to
investigate the shooting.

Boersma said the barista was working alone when
Combs and his accomplice approached the stand and tried
to rob it.

Boersma declined to provide further details regarding
the incident, and acknowledged that police have released
limited information about the case, which remains under
investigation.

The man who shot Combs has worked for Dutch Bros.
nearly three years. Boersma said he did not know how long
the employee had been taking a gun with him to work, but
that the barista is trained and experienced with firearms.

Dutch Bros. — a company that Boersma said was “built
on love and relations” — prohibits employees from
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carrying guns while at work. But the policy violation won’t
cost the barista his job, Boersma said.

The company has offered the man counseling and
placed him on paid leave for one month. Boersma said he
has spoken with his employee several times since the
shooting.

“He’s been through a lot, and we’re giving him our
whole support,” Boersma said. “When he’s ready to come
back, we’ll be ready to have him back.”

All employees of the Franklin Boulevard kiosk were
given one week of paid leave following the shooting,
Boersma said.

Workers from other Dutch Bros. locations worked at
the stand while its regular staff took time off. The kiosk is
owned by the company and locally operated.

Boersma said company officials initially considered
permanently closing the coffee stand. But for now, it
remains open.

Since the shooting, the kiosk has continued serving
coffee during daytime hours, but has been closed at night.
Boersma said a plan is in place to return to regular hours of
operation with a private security firm stationed there “for
an indefinite period of time.”

Company officials and employees are working with law
enforcement and security specialists on a thorough review
of Dutch Bros. safety guidelines. The no-firearms policy is
one of the rules that is being scrutinized, Boersma said.

“We want to make sure (that policy) is in the best
interest of our employees,” he said.

Boersma, who with his brother Dane founded Dutch
Bros. in 1992, said dealing with the fatal shooting “has
been gut-wrenching.”

Although the incident has been widely reported in the
media, Boersma said he’s not at all concerned that the
publicity might cause financial harm to the business.

“That hasn’t been the focal point for me,” he said. “The
focal point has been the safety and well-being of
everybody.”

“When something of this magnitude happens … it’s
something we hope to learn from in a big way,” Boersma
said.

“He’s been through a lot, and we’re giving him our
whole support. When he’s ready to come back, we’ll be
ready to have him back.”

— Travis Boersma, Dutch Bros. co-founder, speaking
about an employee involved in a shooting

http://www.registerguard.com/csp/cms/sites/web/news/
cityregion/25622693-41/boersma-dutch-bros-shooting-
barista.csp

10-12-03 Seattle - Civil Rights, Community Groups
Ask Justice Dept. To Investigate SPD

SEATTLE -- The ACLU of Washington and dozens of
other civil rights and community-based organizations are
requesting that the civil rights division of the Department

of Justice investigate whether the Seattle Police
Department has engaged in a pattern or practice of
violations of civil rights by using unnecessary and
excessive force against residents.

A letter seeking the investigation was sent to Justice
Department officials in Washington, DC and Seattle on
Thursday.

The letter states that “Over the past 18 months, the City
of Seattle has witnessed a series of incidents involving
Seattle police officers inflicting physical violence on city
residents. In at least one case, a death resulted. In each
instance, the use of physical force appeared unnecessary
and excessive. We believe a DOJ investigation is now
warranted. The city needs help in ending this violence.”

The letter, which has a total of 34 co-signers, cites
incidents in June 2009, and April, June, August and
October of this year.

On April 17, a video first shown on KIRO 7 Eyewitness
News showed a Seattle officer kicking a detained man who
was released shortly after as he lay on the ground. The
officer is heard saying he was going to beat the "Mexican
piss" out of him.

Another incident in June caught on video showed an
officer punch a girl in the face.

In an August incident, a Seattle police officer shot and
killed a Native American woodcarver. The shooting is
currently being reviewed by the Seattle police firearms
board to determine whether it was justified.

The letter details a total of six incidents.
The letter said most Seattle police officers are devoted

to public safety, but the department’s training, policies,
practices and supervision need to be evaluated by the DOJ.

“These incidents are harmful and cause distrust of the
police, making it harder for the department to do its job of
keeping all Seattle residents safe,” said Kathleen Taylor,
executive director of the ACLU of Washington

http://www.foxreno.com/news/26010717/detail.html

10-12-03 Assault Weapons and the Truth
The Obama administration has nominated an anti-gun

zealot as the U.S.’s top gun cop.
By John R. Lott Jr

Virgina - -(Ammoland.com)- The Obama
administration is moving into high gear in putting gun-
control advocates into important government positions.

The administration’s nominee to head the Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (BATFE),
Andrew Traver, should be of particular concern.

His attacks on the civilian use of so-called assault
weapons raise real questions about his willingness to
distort the truth for political purposes. The person
nominated to be the nation’s top gun cop shouldn’t use
inaccurate descriptions to scare people into supporting gun
control.
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Mr. Traver is the special agent in charge of the
BATFE’s Chicago field division. Therefore, he knows
what was covered by the federal assault-weapons ban that
sunset in 2004.

But in November 2009, NBC interviewed Traver and
reported: “Traver says the power and randomness of the
heavy caliber, military-style weapons make them so
dangerous not only to people, but to police. They’re so
powerful, body armor can’t withstand a hit, and they’re so
difficult to control, their bullets often get sprayed beyond
the intended targets, striking innocent victims even when
they’re in their own homes.”

The list of problems with Mr. Traver’s claims is very
long. If he really believes that these weapons fire
unacceptably “heavy caliber” bullets, he is going to have to
ban virtually all rifles. Small-game rifles — guns designed
to kill squirrels and rabbits without destroying too much
meat — typically fire .22-caliber bullets, which are only
slightly smaller than the .223-caliber bullets fired by the
M16 (used by the U.S. military since Vietnam) and the
newer M4 carbine (used in the Afghanistan and Iraq wars).
Deer-hunting rifles fire rounds that are very similar to
those used by the AK-47.

Speaking of M16s, M4s, and AK-47s, Traver is correct
when he states that the guns covered by the federal assault-
weapons ban were “military-style weapons.” But he fails
to note that this really just deals with style — the
cosmetics of the guns, not how they actually operate. The
guns covered by the ban were not the machine guns
actually used by the military, but civilian, semi-automatic
versions of those guns. The civilian version of the AK-47
may look like the guns used by militaries around the world,
but it is different. It fires essentially the same bullets as
deer-hunting rifles at the same rapidity (one bullet per pull
of the trigger), and does the same damage.

On penetrating body armor, Mr. Traver leaves out one
important detail: Rifles in general are often able to
penetrate body armor simply because their bullets travel
faster than those fired from handguns. The same can be
said for going through the walls of houses. But if he had
said that deer-hunting rifles can often penetrate walls and
lower-level types of body armor, it is unlikely that his
comments would have generated the same fear.

Unfortunately, Mr. Traver has done more than make
clearly inaccurate claims about so-called “assault
weapons.” He has supported banning .50-caliber rifles,
regulations that would force many gun shows to close
down, the Chicago handgun ban, and repealing the Tiahrt
Amendment, which protects sensitive trace data from
being misused in frivolous municipal lawsuits against gun
makers. He also worked with the Joyce Foundation, which
has funded gun-ban groups such as the Violence Policy
Center, on the “Gun Violence Reduction Project.”

John R. Lott's More Guns Less Crime

The fact that Mr. Traver uses the same misleading
claims as groups such as the Brady Campaign shouldn’t
make it too surprising that gun-control groups are
applauding his nomination.

Nor is Traver’s nomination very surprising after
President Obama appointed two strong anti-self-defense
members to the Supreme Court.

But Mr. Traver’s nomination is quite troubling. Making
up claims about guns to demonize them is beyond what is
acceptable for someone who wants a position in which he
will be regulating American gun ownership.

About:
John R. Lott Jr. is a FOXNews.com contributor, an
economist, and the author of More Guns, Less Crime, the
third edition of which was recently published by the
University of Chicago Press. Visit: johnrlott.blogspot.com

http://www.ammoland.com/2010/12/03/assault-
weapons-and-the-truth/

10-12-03 Calif. Parents Arrested After Toddler
Fatally Shot On Birthday

ANTIOCH, Calif. -- An Antioch boy celebrating his
second birthday was shot and killed by his four year-old
brother with a recently purchased handgun, leading to the
arrest of the boys’ parents for felony child endangerment
and other charges, according to police. .

A Contra Costa County deputy coroner identified the
young boy Friday as Jyonn Carr.

Jyonn, whose second birthday was Thursday, was
fatally shot around 11:30 a.m. in an apartment on
Lemontree Court, Deputy Coroner Steve Cusas said.

He was in a bedroom with his 4-year-old brother when
a gun recently purchased by his mother somehow went off,
Antioch police Lt. Leonard Orman said.

His parents, Eddie Lee Carr, 27, and Laqinda Modique,
28, were arrested on suspicion of felony child
endangerment with death, and of reckless storage of a
firearm, Orman said.

Carr was also arrested on suspicion of being a
convicted felon in possession of a firearm. He has previous
weapons and assault convictions, and was recently
discharged from parole.

Following the report of the shooting, officers arrived at
the apartment and found Jyonn suffering from a gunshot
wound to the head, police said.

The toddler was taken to Sutter Delta Medical Center
where he was later pronounced dead.

Investigators determined Jyonn and his brother were in
their parents' bedroom when the shooting occurred. Their
paternal grandmother was caring for them at the time and
was in the living room area of the apartment, police said.

The grandmother heard a gunshot, and the 4-year-old
brother left the room, where she found Jyonn suffering
from the wound to his head.
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While police were on the scene, Carr and Modique
arrived, and they were taken to police headquarters for
questioning.

Investigators determined Modique had recently
purchased the gun, and Carr had removed it from a safe
Thursday morning, loaded it, and placed it in a drawer in
the bedroom.

How the firearm was discharged is still under
investigation, police said.

Police plan to present the case to the Contra Costa
County District Attorney's Office on Monday.

http://www.foxreno.com/news/26001772/detail.html

10-12-02 FL Parents Of Baby Shot Charged With
Child Abuse

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. -- The parents of a 7-month-old
baby found with gunshot wounds inside a Jacksonville
hotel room are in jail on child abuse charges.

Jail records show 25-year-old Justin Satterfield and 24-
year-old Brandy Lee Purvis are being held in jail without
bond. Both have a pre-detention hearing Thursday.
Satterfield is also charged with possession of a firearm or
concealed weapon by a convicted felon.

Police say the parents were arguing over possession of
the gun when it went off early Wednesday morning. The
child was accidentally hit in the arm and chest. The boy
was listed in serious but stable condition in the hospital

http://www.foxreno.com/news/25994485/detail.html

10-12-01 Man Dies In Attack On China School Head
BEIJING -- A man has detonated explosives near a

university president in eastern China, killing himself and
possibly injuring the president in an apparent suicide
bombing, media reports said Thursday.

The Netease news website and other sites said the
motive for the attack Monday on the president of Tianjin
Normal University wasn't clear.

The attacker was variously described as an area resident
embroiled in a property or monetary dispute with the
university, or as the operator of a shop on the school's
campus who was angry that the university had refused to
renew his lease.

Homemade bombs are often used in violent disputes in
China because firearms are tightly controlled.

Calls to the university seeking comment were referred
to a spokesman's office where the phone rang unanswered.
No one answered at Tianjin police headquarters or at
public security offices in Xiqing district where the
university is located.

The attack was also reported on the overseas-based
Boxun website, along with numerous blogs

http://www.foxreno.com/news/25992238/detail.html

10-12-01 Lag In Wis. Hostage Response Raises
Questions

MARINETTE, Wis. -- For about two hours, no one at
Marinette High School knew Sam Hengel was holding his
social studies class hostage with two pistols and a bag
stuffed with a pair of knives and more than 200 rounds of
spare ammunition.

Although only Hengel was harmed in the standoff,
fatally shooting himself as police stormed the room,
students questioned the lag time in the response and
whether security should be upgraded as they returned to
class Wednesday after a day off.

"They should be aware when things go wrong or
something," said sophomore Ricardo Jaimes. "Like, at
least have a clue about it."

Hengel started the standoff by firing three shots in front
of more than two dozen students in teacher Valerie Burd's
class, blasting a hole in the wall and tearing apart a movie
projector. But no one else realized anything was wrong
until well after the school day ended, when the principal
unlocked the classroom door and found himself looking
down the barrel of Hengel's gun.

The incident shook this city of 12,000 people bordering
Michigan's Upper Peninsula, and students and parents
wondered how Hengel could have gone undetected for so
long, especially after he fired three shots. Marinette Police
Chief Jeff Skorik said students walked by the classroom as
usual, completely unaware Burd's class was in danger.

"I was just wondering where the cops were and when
we were going to get out of this," said Austin Biehl, a
sophomore who was held hostage in the classroom.

Hengel's motive remains unknown. Students said he
never hinted at what might have been bothering him but
didn't threaten any of them and didn't appear to want to
shoot anyone.

The sheer number of bullets suggests he was prepared
to injure a large number of people, but Skorik declined
Wednesday to draw any conclusions. He said investigators
don't know whether the guns may have always been kept in
the bag with the ammunition or whether Hengel put it all
together specifically for the standoff.

Investigators are still piecing together a final report on
the incident, but Skorik said no one identified the sounds
of the first shots as gunfire.

Burd had a lot of high-tech video equipment in her
room and was playing a movie when Hengel returned to
class, which may have dampened the noise, Principal
Corry Lambie said. School Board President Scott
VandeHei said students outside the classroom may have
assumed the sound was a desk turning over.

"From what I've heard, it's not that hard to see how that
could happen," VandeHei said.

Lambie acknowledged library staff missed Burd when
her seventh-hour class showed up without her but that it
wasn't unusual for her classes to visit the library and the
students were supervised.
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Skorik pointed out Burd's sixth-hour class doesn't move
from period to period en masse, so seventh-hour teachers
likely would not miss one or two students who fail to show
up.

"A student here or there could be skipping or get sick,"
the police chief said. "That really wouldn't be identified as
a serious matter by any particular teacher."

Skorik said law enforcement's response was excellent,
noting police held a school shooter exercise in August at
Marinette High. Burd issued a statement late Tuesday
saying she thought the response was handled
"appropriately under the circumstances."

School officials have promised to re-evaluate their
emergency procedures. Debate already has begun about
whether metal detectors are the answer.

"Maybe," said Kody Baumler, 16, one of Hengel's
friends. "Or something to make sure this wouldn't happen.
One of my friends died."

District Superintendent Tim Baneck declined an
interview request through his assistant Wednesday.
VandeHei said it was too soon to know whether metal
detectors are needed at the school, which serves about 700
students.

"We'll look at everything," VandeHei said. "You have
to be careful not to jump too quick in a situation like this.
You need to step back and check emotion a little bit."

Metal detectors are the least common security measure
at the nation's schools, according to a federal report
released last month. The National Center for Education
Statistics said 10 percent of students reported that metal
detectors were used at their schools.

Critics say the equipment is expensive and leads to
logistical nightmares in school lobbies. And there are
plenty of ways to beat them, said Kenneth Trump, the
president of National School Safety and Security Services,
a school safety consulting firm.

For example, a "clean" student who enters the school
could have an accomplice stand outside and hand him a
firearm through a window. Or a student could wait until
the detectors aren't being used, such as during a basketball
game, and stash weapons in a locker. Or a student could
carry out an attack on a school bus or at a bus stop.

"The reality," Trump said, "is there is no 100 percent
perfect security, from the schoolhouse to the White
House."

Monday's standoff began sometime during the school's
sixth-hour class period, which runs from 1:30 p.m. until
2:10 p.m. Hengel walked into Burd's Western Civilization
class, asked to leave to use the bathroom and returned with
two semi-automatic pistols and a bag later found to contain
205 rounds of extra ammunition and two knives, police
and school officials said Wednesday.

After he shot the wall and projector, he then propped
himself on Burd's stool in the front of the class, students

said. Some of his classmates began to talk to him, trying to
keep him calm.

When seventh period began, Hengel told Burd to post a
note on the door directing those incoming students to the
library.

School ended at 3:12 p.m., but nobody in Burd's class
moved. Finally, a father who couldn't reach his daughter by
cell phone came to the school looking for her. Lambie
checked the girl's attendance records and discovered she
was last recorded as being present in Burd's class.

He walked down to Burd's room, found it dark and
unlocked the door. Hengel threatened him with the gun and
told him to get out. He retreated and called police,
triggering a standoff. The time was 3:48 p.m.

Around 8 p.m. Hengel fired more shots, hitting the
classroom's phone and a computer. SWAT officers rushed
the room and Hengel shot himself in the head, students
said. He died Tuesday, but Burd and all of her students
emerged unharmed.

http://www.foxreno.com/news/25968664/detail.html

10-12-01 Show & Tell Bullet Leads To Suspension
Twelve-year-old Rob Smith is in the sixth grade at

Lafayette Elementary School in Bucks County.
On Wednesday, he wore a chain with an empty bullet

casing to school. It was a gift from a family friend, a
Marine who served in the military in Afghanistan.

Rob and his mother tell Fox 29’s Dave Schratwieser
that the chain was worn as a sign of patriotic pride.

The trouble started when his class was discussing
different wars. Rob says he just wanted to show his
classmates how proud he was of his family friend. His
mother, Becky, then says her son was suspended.

She says Rob was not even given the chance to explain
why he wore the necklace. There is a hearing scheduled
next week with the school superintendent.

Becky says he was told by school officials that the
hollowed-out bullet was considered “weapons
paraphernalia." Rob told Dave he is really upset because
the necklace meant so much to him.

The school did return the chain to Rob, but confiscated
the empty bullet casing. Becky also asserts that the
Principal refused to discuss anything further about her
son’s reasons for wearing the chain until the hearing.

Becky would like her son to return to school with a full
apology from officials and she would like his record
cleared of any mention of this incident.

Schratwieser did speak to a spokeswoman from the
district who confirmed the suspension. She added that the
district takes their “weapons paraphernalia” policy very
seriously. However, they did not notify local police.

Schratwieser also put in a call to the school’s principal
and the district superintendent. He did not yet receive a
call back.

That hearing is set to take place on Dec. 7.
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http://www.myfoxphilly.com/dpp/news/local_news/bull
et-show-%26-tell-leads-to-suspension-

10-12-01 Texas State students back gun measure
Texas State University’s student government has

become the first in Texas to endorse carrying concealed
handguns on campus.

The group voted 24-10 on Monday to pass a resolution
backing a proposed bill that would allow anyone to carry a
concealed handgun around campus if they are 21 or older,
have a concealed carry license, and have undergone
training and background checks.

Previous concealed carry bills have had little success in
the Legislature. Newly elected state Rep. David Simpson,
R-Longview, has filed a new bill this session.

Advocates say the bill would allow students to protect
themselves in the event of a Virginia Tech-like massacre.
Foes say the introduction of guns on campus could result
in more gun-related injuries and deaths.

Two weeks ago, Texas State’s newspaper, the
University Star, became the first student newspaper in
Texas to publicly endorse the bill.

Licensed concealed carry is allowed on 71 U.S. college
campuses outside Texas, according Students for Concealed
Carry on Campus, an advocacy group.
http://www.mysanantonio.com/news/politics/texas_legislat
ure/article/Texas-State-students-back-gun-measure-
851454.php

10-11-30 New rules planned for Lancaster Co park
properties

Two years after controversy erupted over a previous
proposal, Lancaster County commissioners are poised to
vote on a new set of rules and regulations governing
county park properties.

Under the new rules, carrying firearms in accordance
with state law would be allowed in the county's six parks
and on its two rail-trails, and swimming/wading at one's
own risk in creeks and rivers also would be permitted.

The commissioners put the new proposal out for public
consideration Nov. 24. It can be reviewed at the county's
website, www.co.lancaster.pa.us; click on "parks" under
the "departments" link. They plan to vote on it Dec. 15.

"The existing document was last revised in 1991, but
most of the rules and regulations are more than 30 years
old," said Paul Weiss, the parks department's
administrator.

Weiss said he and his staff worked with the county
solicitor's office to review every rule in the regulation
manual.

Some simply had language and definitions updated,
while others, such as the firearms ordinance, were
overhauled.

Currently, the regulations manual outlaws the carrying
of firearms in county parks by anyone except law-
enforcement officers.

"Obviously, that is not consistent with the Uniform
Firearms Act," Weiss said.

The Act authorizes people to openly carry handguns in
Pennsylvania, or to carry them with a concealed weapons
permit, anywhere in the state except for a few places, such
as schools and court facilities.

In 2008, parks department staff proposed that the ban
on firearms be reiterated in an update of the regulations
manual.

That drew heavy criticism from the public. People
complained such a rule would violate their right to carry
guns.

The commissioners rejected that proposal and Weiss
said park rangers have been instructed not to enforce the
rule.

Proposed regulations specifically state "possession of a
firearm within the park system shall be in accordance with
the Pennsylvania Uniform Firearms Act."

Another controversial rule change proposed in 2008
was a ban on swimming/wading in creeks and rivers.

It was proposed that such waters would be posted
against swimming and wading, except for wading by
anglers.

Several people told the commissioners that they like to
take their kids wading in county parks to study aquatic life.

The regulations up for consideration now say nothing
about swimming/wading in natural waters on county
parklands.

"By not addressing it, it's then considered a proceed-at-
your-own-risk kind of thing," Weiss said. "If we posted
streams, then we'd have to enforce that rule."

Commissioners Chairman Scott Martin said he believes
the proposed regulations manual is a good one.

"Along the way, we wanted to make sure the whole
document was readable … and coincided with the courts of
law," he said.
http://articles.lancasteronline.com/local/4/319300

10-11-30 Rendell calls bid to curb guns in
Pennsylvania 'a lost cause'

HARRISBURG - For eight years, Gov. Rendell has
lobbied hard in the halls of the Capitol for what he calls
"commonsense" handgun laws.

He wanted to limit sales to individuals to one handgun
a month. He wanted owners to report lost or stolen
weapons. He wanted to close a loophole in state law that
he believes lets criminals use gun permits obtained in other
states.

At each turn, the legislature - including some of his
allies in the Democratic-controlled House - knocked down
the proposals like so many slow-moving clay birds on a
skeet-shooting range.
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On Monday, Rendell defended his weekend veto of a
bill expanding gun owners' self-defense rights - but
declared his efforts to reduce gun violence through
legislation "an abject failure."

"It's a lost cause in Pennsylvania," Rendell said in a
conference call with reporters. He accused the General
Assembly of kowtowing to the National Rifle Association.

"The legislature proved consistently in my eight years
that they are scared to death to buck the NRA," he said.
"It's incredibly frustrating, the hold the NRA has over the
legislature. It's embarrassing."

The lame-duck governor spoke even as his Republican
successor, Tom Corbett, was signaling he would sign the
bill Rendell had just vetoed.

Rendell's remarks about the NRA drew a swift
rejoinder from the office of Senate Majority Leader
Dominic Pileggi (R., Delaware). "I don't agree with the
governor's conclusion," said Pileggi's spokesman, Erik
Arneson. He said that NRA members have a right to air
their views on legislation, and that lawmakers consider
those views just as they do those of other interest groups.

Pileggi, who represents the crime-plagued city of
Chester, broke with Republicans - and some Democrats -
to support closing the so-called Florida loophole, though
the measure failed in a final vote last month.

Unlike some lobbying groups, the NRA wields its
power less through campaign donations and more with an
energized membership that looks to the group for its
endorsements - and non-endorsements - and its annual
"report card" on whether legislators voted for gun owners'
rights.

Rep. Kate Harper (R., Montgomery) in 2007 offered a
rare glimpse into some lawmakers' concerns about the
NRA. After voting for a one-handgun-a-month proposal in
a House committee, Harper said she feared the gun lobby
and its supporters would exact revenge at the polls.

"To the single-issue voters, this is an antigun vote,"
Harper said at the time. "I am afraid this will come back to
bite me next election season." Harper was reelected; the
one-gun-a-month proposal never made it out of committee.

Rendell on Saturday used his veto power to turn back
efforts by gun-rights proponents to expand the use of
deadly force in self-defense.

He said he supported the so-called castle doctrine as it
applied to one's home, but opposed the bill's provisions
expanding the doctrine to include vehicles, businesses, and
"out to the street," where he said it could imperil innocent
people.

"We shouldn't have a shoot-first mentality," Rendell
said.

He said he might have considered signing the bill if it
had closed the Florida loophole. Rendell and some law
enforcement officials have argued that Pennsylvania's
reciprocity with states such as Florida has allowed

individuals denied permits here to use permits obtained
more easily elsewhere.

He conceded the bill likely would move swiftly through
the legislature when lawmakers returned in January.

Rendell predicted an easier time for gun-rights activists
in the next session, when both the House and Senate will
be under Republican control and a more sympathetic
governor, Corbett, will be in office.

For all intents and purposes, it is too late for the
legislature to reconvene and attempt to override Rendell's
veto. But supporters of the castle-doctrine bill say they will
push anew for its passage next year.

"I have full confidence we'll pass it next year with a
bipartisan overwhelming vote, and Gov. Tom Corbett will
sign it," said Rep. Seth Grove (R., York). "You are giving
power back to the citizens to defend themselves."

Corbett would sign the castle-doctrine bill in its current
form, said his spokesman, Kevin Harley - who added that
Corbett opposed all the other gun-control measures
advocated by Rendell.
http://www.philly.com/inquirer/local/pa/20101130_Rendel
l_calls_bid_to_curb_guns_in_Pennsylvania__a_lost_cause
_.html

10-11-30 No hiding place from new U.S. Army rifles
that use radio-controlled smart bullets

Weapon hailed as a game-changer that can fire up and
over barriers and down into trenches

Soldiers will start using them in Afghanistan later this
month

The U.S. army is to begin using a futuristic rifle that
fires radio-controlled 'smart' bullets in Afghanistan for the
first time, it has emerged.

The XM25 rifle uses bullets that be programmed to
explode when they have travelled a set distance, allowing
enemies to be targeted no matter where they are hiding.

The rifle also has a range of 2,300 feet making it
possible to hit target which are well out of the reach of
conventional rifles.

The XM25 is being developed specially for the
The rifle's gunsight uses a laser rangefinder to

determine the exact distance to the obstruction, after which
the soldier can add or subtract up to 3 metres from that
distance to enable the bullets to clear the barrier and
explode above or beside the target.

Soldiers will be able to use them to target snipers
hidden in trenches rather than calling in air strikes.

The 25-millimetre round contains a chip that receives a
radio signal from the gunsight as to the precise distance to
the target.

Lt. Col. Christopher Lehner, project manager for the
system, described the weapon as a ‘game-changer’ that
other nations will try and copy.
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He expects the Army to buy 12,500 of the XM25 rifles
this year, enough for every member of the infantry and
special forces.

Lehner told FoxNews: ‘With this weapon system, we
take away cover from [enemy targets] forever.

‘Tactics are going to have to be rewritten. The only
thing we can see [enemies] being able to do is run away.’

The XM25 appears perfect weapon for street-to-street
fighting that troops in Afghanistan have to engage in, with
enemy fighters hiding behind walls and only breaking
cover to fire ocasionally.

The weapon's laser finder would work out how far
away the enemy was and then the U.S. soldier would add
one metre using a button near the trigger. When fired, the
explosive round would carry exactly one metre past the
wall and explode with the force of a hand grenade above
the Taliban fighter.

The army's project manager for new weapons, Douglas
Tamilio, said: ''This is the first leap-ahead technology for
troops that we've been able to develop and deploy.'

A patent granted to the bullet's maker, Alliant
Techsystems, reveals that the chip can calculate how far it
has travelled.

Mr Tamilio said: 'You could shoot a Javelin missile,
and it would cost £43,000. These rounds will end up
costing £15.50 apiece. They're relatively cheap.

Lehner added: ‘This is a game-changer. The enemy has
learned to get cover, for hundreds if not thousands of
years.

‘Well, they can't do that anymore. We're taking that
cover from them and there's only two outcomes: We're
going to get you behind that cover or force you to flee.’

The rifle will initially use high-explosive rounds, but its
makers say that it might later use versions with smaller
explosive charges that aim to stun rather than kill.
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-
1334114/New-US-Army-rifles-use-radio-controlled-smart-
bullets-used-Afghanistan.html

10-11-29 Nevada National Guard member arrested
in UAE for carrying firearms parts

Nicholas Moody called his mother, Lorina , from the
Abu Dhabi prison two weeks ago on Veterans Day.

The 23-year-old Reno resident sounded weary. He has
been behind bars for seven weeks in a country half a world
away.

Moody, who recently served in Afghanistan with the
221st Cavalry Wildhorse Squadron in the Nevada National
Guard, was arrested Sept. 29 in the United Arab Emirates
after airport officials found firearm accessories stowed in
his luggage.

His breaking the law wasn't intentional, said Lorina
Moody from her home in Susanville, Calif.

Nicholas Moody was returning to Reno from Iraq,
where he worked as an armed guard for a private security
contractor.

There was an 18-hour layover in Abu Dhabi in between
flights, so he took his bags and checked into a hotel for an
overnight stay.

The next morning he headed to catch his flight when
airport officials found a sling, a cleaning kit, a pistol grip,
a buttstock, a front grip and a wrench in his bags.

The parts, which were pertinent to his job description,
can accompany a gun but "cannot form anything
dangerous" by themselves, Lorina Moody said.

Nicholas Moody is being held in al Wathba, Abu
Dhabi's central prison, on charges of possessing firearm
accessories. His court date is scheduled for today , exactly
two months after his arrest.

His family has hired an English-speaking lawyer who
has spoken to Moody twice.

"If he had any indication that he was in any way going
to cause concern over these items, he would never have
had them with him," Lorina Moody said.

"He assured me he is being treated well. He did not
complain. He was a little weary, but he sounded solid. He's
holding up well while waiting out the situation."

Now friends and family are campaigning for his
release. A Facebook group called "Help Bring Nick
Moody Back Home" has been created to exchange
information and stay updated on his case.

Why did they wait nearly two months to go public?
"We're a very private family, and we contacted officials

ourselves; but we felt we were being ineffective," Lorina
Moody said.

The family has contacted the offices of Sens. Harry
Reid and John Ensign and Rep. Dean Heller in hopes of
getting Moody's case noticed by the U.S. State
Department, news agencies and anyone else who will
listen.

The U.S. State Department is monitoring the case, and
consular officers visited Moody on Sept. 30, Oct. 6 and
Nov. 10, said State Department spokesman Andy Laine.

"Certainly what we will do is provide him with
consular services, we'll check his health, and he'll have
access to a list of lawyers," Laine said.

He said that because laws in every country are
different, it is important for Americans to understand they
are subject to those laws, and he encouraged travelers to
get acquainted with the laws of the country they're visiting.

Hundreds of Americans are arrested every year
overseas, Laine said.

According to the U.S. State Department's website,
"UAE authorities will confiscate any weapons, weapon
parts, ammunition, body armor, handcuffs and/or other
military/police equipment transported to or through a
civilian airport. U.S. citizens have been arrested and jailed
for transporting such weapons and equipment without the
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expressed written authorization of the UAE government,
even though airline and U.S. authorities allowed shipment
on a U.S.-originating flight."

Reid spokesman Tom Brede confirmed that Lorina
Moody has been in contact with the senator's office, and
they are in talks with the State Department about what can
be done to bring Nicholas Moody home.

Chris Blakesley, a professor of international criminal
law at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas, said Moody's
two-month prison stint is a long time but not unusual.

"The problem comes down to the natural bureaucracy
of any legal system," Blakesley said.

"Files might be sitting on someone's desk, or the time
period before you actually get to court or the dockets are
filled. It does happen all the time, and it's never pleasant.
It's always awful for anybody stuck in jail in a foreign
place."

At this point, Lorina Moody said all she can do is wait
for the criminal justice system in Abu Dhabi to play out.

"I don't believe my son is the only one who could fall
into this situation," she said. "This is a very difficult
situation. It's very unfamiliar and confusing, exhausting
and frustrating.

"It's also been very eye-opening. We're learning many
things we didn't think we needed to know but should have
known ahead of time. It will be very helpful if we can get
Nicholas home, and people can benefit from the
knowledge we've gained."
http://www.lvrj.com/news/nevada-national-guard-member-
arrested-in-uae-for-carrying-firearms-parts-
110958789.html

10-11-29 Firearm Deer Season Opens In Pa. With
Some New Rules

Deer season is under way in the Keystone State, but
there are some new rules for hunters about when and
where they can go to bag a big one.

Wildlife conservation officers call the starts of deer
season an unofficial holiday for thousands of hunters
across the state, but there are changes for some hunters in
Bedford, Blair, Cambria, Clearfield and Huntingdon
counties.

From Monday until Friday, it is buck season only for
hunters in wildlife management units 2C, 2D and 2E.
Game commissioners said they decided to change up the
season in order to let the deer population increase for
certain areas. But come Saturday, buck and regular deer
season will be statewide.

"There is less deer today than there was 10 years ago,
but as a result to that we're seeing healthier deer … and the
forest is starting to come back too," said Wildlife
Conservation Officer Brian Singer.

Hunters must still wear orange all the way around their
bodies on their chests, back and head.

Furthermore, for rifle hunting, people must stay at least
150 yards from people's houses and property. People must
also unload any guns before getting into any vehicle,
including cars, trucks and all-terrain vehicles.

Game Commission Executive Director Carl Roe said
deer season is the state's top way to manage its population
of whitetail deer. Roe says deer season also has a profound
effect on the state's economy, mostly benefiting local
businesses.

Hunters took just under 309,000 deer last year, the
lowest total since 1987.
http://www.foxreno.com/news/25949252/detail.html

10-11-29 Danger part of job in wildlife conservation
police

PITTSBURGH — When Rod Burns stepped into the
woods Monday, he wasn't looking for deer on the first day
of hunting season.

As 750,000 people carrying firearms and knives headed
out on the state's busiest hunting day of the year, Burns
and other Pennsylvania Game Commission conservation
officers put their lives at risk while making sure hunters
follow the law.

On Nov. 11, Wildlife Conservation Officer David
Grove, 31, was shot and killed while on patrol in Adams
County, becoming the first Game Commission officer
killed in the line of duty in 95 years. On Nov. 20,
according to various reports, shots were fired in the
direction of a conservation officer and deputy investigating
a case of illegal baiting in Lackawanna County.

Such dangers are the nature of the job, game officers
say.

"We're pretty vulnerable because most of the people we
deal with are already armed and loaded," said Burns, a
conservation officer in western Greene County for the past
12 years.

"But this is what we do. Driving a truck is dangerous.
Being in the Army is dangerous. Building bridges can be
dangerous, too," he said. "But if someone falls off one, you
don't stop building them. You take precautions, but you do
what you do."

Opening day of deer season is more hectic than most
other periods but not necessarily any riskier, said Gary
Fujak, a wildlife conservation officer in western Allegheny
County.

Officers visiting rifle ranges, responding to nuisance
calls or picking up road-killed wildlife, even in summer,
face potential trouble, he said.

"Anything can happen at any time," Fujak said. "The
danger is part of the job, so you have to remain vigilant
and make sure you come home safe at the end of the day."

When fully staffed, the Game Commission has 136 full-
time conservation officers, plus office managers who work
in the field at this time of year and hundreds more
deputies.
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Yet in 2008, officers filed just 12 reports of being
assaulted or dealing with people resisting arrest, said Rich
Weaver, a conservation officer supervisor in the
commission's southwest region office in Bolivar. That was
down from 21 incidents reported in 2007.

"I have had very, very few cases where anyone has tried
to get physical with me or where I've felt threatened in that
way," said Gary Toward, a conservation officer in
Westmoreland and Armstrong counties since 1993.

Yet officers do sometimes get hurt. According to the
8,000-member North American Wildlife Enforcement
Officers Association, about 70 officers have been killed
accidentally or intentionally in the United States since
1980.

One problem is that officers sometimes must deal with
criminals who count poaching wildlife as just one of their
misdeeds, Weaver said. The man accused of shooting
Grove, Christopher Johnson, 27, was a convicted felon
prohibited by law from owning a firearm. Police said
Johnson shot Grove after being handcuffed on suspicion of
shooting deer illegally at night. Investigators said Johnson
told them he did not want to go back to jail.

"A lot of the people we deal with are very familiar with
the criminal justice system," Weaver said. "Rarely are
these people the average hunter. When you start looking at
their past, they've been in other trouble."

In addition, conservation officers typically work in
remote areas in all kinds of weather, day and night.

Weaver said the commission is re-evaluating how
officers handle interaction with the public in light of
Grove's slaying.

"I wouldn't want anyone to think we're not doing the
same thing we always have," said Burns, who helped train
Grove in 2007. "What happened to Officer Grove was a
terrible tragedy, but it wasn't a major surprise to any of us.
It could happen to any of us at any time.

"But we were on patrol the night he was killed, and
we've been on patrol every night since. We just do our
jobs."

http://www.centredaily.com/2010/11/29/2368123/dang
er-part-of-job-in-wildlife.html

10-11-29 Harrisburg man charged with DUI,
carrying stolen gun in Swatara Twp. crash

A Harrisburg man is accused of driving under the
influence of alcohol and possessing a stolen gun after he
crashed early Sunday in Swatara Township.

Adalberto Sanchez, 30, of the 2800 block of Herr
Street, was driving one of two vehicles speeding east on
Paxton Street shortly after 5 a.m., police said. Sanchez's
vehicle crashed into an embankment at Sycamore and
South 28th streets.

Sanchez staggered from the vehicle and tried to hide a
handgun under a parked car, police said. He fought with
officers and tried to run away toward the Harrisburg

Greenbelt but was apprehended a short time later, police
said. The gun was reported stolen from Milroy, Mifflin
County.

When Sanchez is released from the hospital, he will be
charged with DUI, resisting arrest, receiving stolen
property, carrying a firearm without a license, careless
driving and racing on highways, police said.

Anyone with more information on the crash can call
Cpl. Kevin Gallick at 717-564-2550.

http://www.pennlive.com/midstate/index.ssf/2010/11/h
arrisburg_man_charged_with_du.html

10-11-28 Self-defense gun bill vetoed by Rendell
Legislature won’t be recalled for possible override

before current session expires.
HARRISBURG — Gov. Ed Rendell on Saturday

vetoed a bill that he feared would escalate violent acts by
expanding a person’s rights in Pennsylvania to use deadly
force, even when safe retreat is possible, if feeling
threatened outside their home.

Rendell criticized the bill as a dangerous solution to a
nonexistent problem that would encourage a “shoot first,
ask questions later” mentality.

“I do not believe that in a civilized society we should
encourage violent and deadly confrontation when the
victim can safely protect themselves” through retreat,
Rendell wrote in his veto message released Saturday. “As
keepers of the public trust, we have the solemn duty to
protect our citizenry, not put them in harm’s way, and to
protect the sanctity of human life.”

The veto was one of three bills that Rendell vetoed
Saturday.

The measure broadening Pennsylvania’s so-called
Castle Doctrine also would have offered immunity against
civil lawsuits to people who could show that they acted
within the law’s guidelines.

Under current law in Pennsylvania, the use of deadly
force in self-defense is not justifiable when safe retreat is
possible, unless a person is attacked in their home or
workplace, Rendell said.

The vetoed bill said, in part, that “no person should be
required to surrender his or her personal safety to a
criminal, nor should a person be required to needlessly
retreat in the face of intrusion or attack outside the
person’s home or vehicle.”

A number of states have Castle Doctrine laws, although
most limit the use of deadly force in self-defense to the
home or private property.

The term-limited Democrat, who leaves office Jan. 18,
took action on the bill Saturday, the last possible day he
could have vetoed it before it would have become law
automatically.

The timing of Rendell’s veto left a tiny opening for
lawmakers to reconvene to try to override the veto, which
would require a two-thirds majority vote in each chamber
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before the current Legislature expires at midnight Tuesday.
But House Speaker Keith McCall has no intention of
recalling the chamber’s members, a spokesman said
Saturday.

The new Legislature is seated in January and the bill
can be reintroduced then.

It passed the Senate, 45-4, in October and the House,
161-35, earlier this month. Republican Gov.-elect Tom
Corbett has said he would have signed it.

The bill was supported by the National Rifle
Association but opposed by the Pennsylvania District
Attorneys Association.

However, Rendell was conflicted because the state
Senate had packaged the self-defense elements into a wider
bill with separate provisions to update the registration
requirements of homeless and out-of-state sexual
offenders, which he supported.

On Saturday, Rendell also vetoed two other bills. One
would have limited public access to reports by county
coroners and the other would have expanded health
insurance coverage for firefighters diagnosed with certain
types of cancer.

Rendell said the latter bill’s presumption that a
firefighter’s cancer diagnosis resulted from their work —
for instance, coming into contact with toxic chemicals after
entering a burning building — is substantially wider than
laws in other states and out of step with most occupational
injuries or diseases. It also could prohibitively inflate the
insurance costs of municipal governments, he said.

County coroners have clashed with newspapers in
Pennsylvania seeking the release of reports on deaths, and
the Supreme Court has ordered that the reports must be
made public, unless a judge grants a coroner’s request to
seal it.

http://www.timesleader.com/news/Self-
defense_gun_bill_vetoed_by_Rendell_11-28-2010.html

10-11-28 Perry deplores veto, promises Castle
Doctrine will be reintroduced

Rep. Scott Perry said he is disappointed, but not
surprised, Gov. Ed Rendell killed his Castle Doctrine
legislation Saturday.

"It's a bill that strengthens Megan's Law, penalties
against firearms and people that steal them and allows
people to defend themselves - that's what he vetoes," Perry,
R-Dillsburg, said. "Gov. Rendell has been against the
citizens and citizens' rights in this regard for the past eight
years. The governor is really out of step with a vast
majority of Pennsylvania."

Rendell on Saturday vetoed the bill, saying it would
escalate violent acts by expanding a person's rights in
Pennsylvania to use deadly force in self-defense, even
when safe retreat is possible, if feeling threatened outside
the person's home.

Rendell criticized the bill as a dangerous solution to a
nonexistent problem that would encourage a "shoot first,
ask questions later" mentality.

"I do not believe that in a civilized society we should
encourage violent and deadly confrontation when the
victim can safely protect themselves" through retreat,
Rendell wrote in his veto message released Saturday. "As
keepers of the public trust, we have the solemn duty to
protect our citizenry, not put them in harm's way, and to
protect the sanctity of human life."

The veto was one of three bills Rendell rejected
Saturday. Perry said there are already plans to re-introduce
the bill in the next session.

"Almost immediately it will be re-introduced," he said.
"We did a lot of work on it to get it to what we thought
was perfect. We don't see any reason to change it at this
time."

The measure broadening Pennsylvania's so-called
Castle Doctrine also would have offered immunity against
civil lawsuits to people who could show that they acted
within the law's guidelines.

Under current law in Pennsylvania, the use of deadly
force in self-defense is not justifiable when safe retreat is
possible, unless a person is attacked in his home or
workplace, Rendell said.

The vetoed bill said, in part, that "no person should be
required to surrender his or her personal safety to a
criminal, nor should a person be required to needlessly
retreat in the face of intrusion or attack outside the person's
home or vehicle."

A number of states have Castle Doctrine laws, although
most limit the use of deadly force in self-defense to the
home or private property.

Dauphin County District Attorney Ed Marsico said in a
statement Saturday that it's rare that a prosecutor targets
people who were legitimately defending themselves.
Conversely, prosecutors in states with wider self-defense
protections are finding that criminals are exploiting them
by making bogus self-defense claims, Marsico said.

The term-limited Democratic governor, who leaves
office Jan. 18, took action on the bill Saturday, the last
possible day he could have vetoed it before it was to
become law automatically.

The timing of Rendell's veto left just a tiny opening for
lawmakers to reconvene to try to override the veto, which
would require a two-thirds majority vote in each chamber
before the current Legislature expires at midnight Tuesday.
But House Speaker Keith McCall, D-Carbon, has no plans
to recall the chamber's members, a spokesman said
Saturday.

The new Legislature is seated in January and the bill
can be reintroduced then.

It passed the Senate, 45-4, in October and the House,
161-35, earlier this month. Republican Gov.-elect Tom
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Corbett, Pennsylvania's attorney general, has said he would
have signed it.

The bill was supported by the National Rifle
Association but opposed by the Pennsylvania District
Attorneys Association.

Rendell was conflicted about his veto, because the state
Senate had packaged the self-defense elements into a wider
bill with separate provisions to update the registration
requirements of homeless and out-of-state sexual
offenders, which he supported. But the maneuver, he said,
likely violates a constitutional prohibition against
legislation that incorporates more than one subject.
http://www.yorkdispatch.com/news/ci_16728490

10-11-28 Nebraska – Senator Christensen’s Castle
Doctrine legislation gets attention during interim study
hearing

Senator Mark Christensen’s bill to address self defense
issues at home and work, LB 889, got killed in this year’s
session of the Unicameral but that doesn’t mean he’s
giving up.

Prior to adjournment, Christensen got a legislative
resolution passed to conduct an interim study on a key
element of the bill, commonly know as the Castle
Doctrine.

Christensen has built a reputation as a big advocate of
Second Amendment gun rights. As a result, he wants to
make sure people have the right to protect themselves in
their homes, workplaces and vehicles without the threat of
a civil lawsuit.

The Castle Doctrine gets its name from the basis that a
person’s home is their “castle.” As such, one has the right
to protection from illegal trespassing and violent attack.

Castle laws give people the legal right to use deadly
force to defend their “castle” and other people in the home
from violent attack or an intrusion which may lead to
violent attack.

Christensen said many Nebraskans can’t understand
why Nebraska has the law it does right now. “You have a
duty to retreat, if the opportunity presents itself, even from
your own home, if it appears safe to do so,” he said.

A person has a split second to make the decision
whether or not to retreat. If a person doesn’t decide to
retreat, and uses a gun or other weapon to defend
themselves, then the justification for use of force will
likely be decided in a civil lawsuit, Christensen said.

“That’s putting the innocent in a very difficult position
because once someone breaks into your home, to me that’s
a threat,” he said.

The property owner shouldn’t be forced to show there
was a threat due to a gun or knife or other bodily force, he
noted.

If an intruder is trying to choke or rape someone, it’s
pretty hard to use force at that point, the senator said. The
opportunity to take care of the situation was when the

intruder crossed the threshold or when they were found
inside the property, he added.

Concerns to be addressed in revised legislation
Several concerns expressed in the last session and

during the legislative hearing Tuesday, Nov. 16 will be
addressed in new language when Christensen introduces
the bill early next year.

Christensen said some were concerned about the
ramifications if the intruder is shot in the back while
running off the property.

He said the proposed language will allow shooting an
intruder in the back while still in the home but not when
they have fled the home and are running off the property.

If an intruder is shot, the bill will exempt the person
defending their “castle” from any civil liability to the
intruder, his family or anyone acting on the intruder’s
behalf.

However, it will not dismiss civil liability if the person
shoots an innocent third party in the household in the
process, since a gun owner must be in control of their
weapon, Christensen added.

He said the law will also extend to the workplace and
one’s vehicle. The key in those situation centers on the
element of imminent threat.

During last week’s testimony, a number of people said
the law’s language still remains too complicated. That’s
something Christensen hopes to address before the bill is
introduced.

Bill must first get out of committee
The first challenge the bill will face will come from the

new Judiciary Committee, which could see some new faces
after reorganization.

Right now, Christensen figures three on the committee
favor the bill while three are against it. Christensen was a
member of the committee and plans to seek membership
on the committee next year.

He’ll need to pick up more support if the bill is to
advance out of committee. He said he may consider
making it his priority bill, depending on what water issues
may emerge during the session.

He reiterated that water issues in the district still come
first.

The Legislature will convene for the 90-day session on
Jan.5, 2011.

http://www.waunetanebraska.com/index.php?option=co
m_content&view=article&id=2457:christensens-castle-
doctrine-legislation-gets-attention-during-interim-study-
hearing&catid=25:local-news

10-11-26 Kenya Wildlife Agents Kill 2 Elephant
Poachers

NAIROBI, Kenya -- The Kenya Wildlife Service on
Friday said its agents shot dead two suspected poachers
who they saw shooting at a herd of elephants in one of the
country's famous national parks.
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This brings the number of poachers shot dead by agents
of the wildlife service to five, the most killed in a month,
said spokesman Paul Udoto.

He said rangers gunned down the two suspected
poachers and recovered one firearm on Thursday at the
Amboseli National Park, a key sanctuary for animals in
southwestern Kenya.

Udoto said three others escaped with injuries. The gang
is suspected of involvement in the killing of two elephants
in the same area three weeks ago. Poachers target
elephants for their ivory tusks, which are often smuggled
to Asia.

"We want to make poaching a high-risk and low-benefit
business," Udoto said. "Anybody who engages in poaching
or trafficking of (wildlife) trophies will have a very
difficult life and including losing their lives."

Udoto said rangers shot the poachers as a self-defense
measure.

"We are encountering incidents that put our rangers in
great risk," he said. "And in such incidents, self-
preservation takes precedence."

He said the wildlife service would rather capture
suspected poachers and charge them in court, where they
can gather information that can lead to other participants in
the ivory trade.

Two weeks ago KWS rangers killed a suspected
poacher who was found cutting off tusks from a dead
elephant at Meru National Park in central Kenya. Days
earlier rangers shot and killed two suspected bandits in
Tsavo National Park in eastern Kenya after they engaged
rangers in a shoot-out after they were found with pieces of
ivory from four elephants.

Wildlife officials said elephant poaching has risen
sevenfold in Kenya since a one-time ivory sale was
approved in 2007 by CITES, the Convention on
International Trade in Endangered Species, for four
African countries. Last year 271 Kenyan elephants were
killed by poachers, compared with 37 in 2007 according to
the KWS.

The elephant populations of many African countries
were being decimated until a global ban on the ivory trade
was implemented in 1989. Since then the elephant
population of Kenya has grown to 35,000 this year, from
16,000 in 1989.

The increased number is still lower than the estimated
167,000 elephants that roamed Kenya in 1973.

http://www.foxreno.com/news/25924225/detail.html

10-11-26 When are you old enough to buy a
handgun? 65-years-old?

The New York Times again says only criminals should
be allowed to have guns.

In an editorial today, the paper bemoans a couple of
federal lawsuits out of Lubbock, Texas, that seek to
overturn state and federal law, thus allowing 18- to 20-

year-olds to purchase handguns and obtain concealed carry
permits.

“In its recent Second Amendment rulings,” the
Timesmen write, “the Supreme Court struck down
complete bans on handgun ownership, but explicitly left
room for limits on gun ownership and possession by felons
and the mentally ill, and other reasonable restrictions like
Texas’ age limitations. The Supreme Court has said
nothing to suggest that the Second Amendment requires
Americans to allow armed teenagers in their
communities.”

Armed teenagers! What a frightening thought. I’m sure
it is to the insurgents in Iraq and Afghanistan, and
hopefully to the lunatic leaders of North Korea.

The argument being made in the suits, filed by the
National Rifle Association, is that 18-year-olds have
constitutional rights and responsibilities, too.

Chris Cox, executive director of the NRA’s Institute for
Legislative Action, is quoted in the Austin American-
Statesman as saying, "At 18 years of age, law-abiding
citizens in this country are considered adults for almost all
purposes and certainly for purposes of the exercise of
fundamental constitutional rights.

"The U.S. Supreme Court clearly stated that the
Second Amendment guarantees a fundamental, individual
right to keep and bear arms for all law-abiding Americans.
... That right is not limited only to Americans 21 years of
age and older."

Of course the Times in its opposition resorts to the
illogical and shoot-from-the-hip argument that law-abiding
citizens must be disarmed. They call the argument for
allowing 18- to 20-year-olds to carry guns in public
“breathtakingly irresponsible.”

Why? Because apparently the criminal ones already
do, citing FBI crime stats showing this age group accounts
for 5 percent of the population but 20 percent of homicide
and manslaughter arrests.

So, we should not allow teenagers to protect themselves
from marauding teens?

Why, that would create a Wild West atmosphere, you
say. Perhaps that would be better than a turkey shoot.

http://www.lvrj.com/blogs/mitchell/_When_are_you_ol
d_enough_to_buy_a_handgun_65-years-old.html

10-11-26 Suspects get house arrest until illegal
weapons trial

Lawyer says jailing friend of Navy SEAL would be
'life-threatening'

Authorities say Colorado resident Richard Paul was the
primary seller of illegal machine guns and other weapons
smuggled from the Middle East by a rogue Navy SEAL.

On Wednesday, a Las Vegas judge released Paul on his
own recognizance after the defendant's lawyer argued that
keeping him in custody could be "life-threatening."
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"My client's been labeled as a cooperator, and now they
want to put him in jail, thank you very much," Assistant
Federal Public Defender William Carrico said.

A criminal complaint was filed Oct. 29 in Las Vegas
against Nicholas Bickle, a Navy SEAL from San Diego;
his longtime friend Paul; and Las Vegas resident Andrew
Kaufman. The defendants were arrested Nov. 3 in the
cities where they live.

Last week, prosecutors appealed a San Diego judge's
decision to release Bickle on bond. In the document,
prosecutors contend all conspirators agreed to testify
against Bickle. Prosecutors later withdrew their appeal to
avoid delaying the case.

Bickle, 33, appeared before U.S. Magistrate Judge
Peggy Leen in Las Vegas on Tuesday. Prosecutors argued
that he should be detained while awaiting trial, but Leen
opted to release him on a $150,000 bond.

Paul, 34, appeared before Leen on Wednesday.
Assistant U.S. Attorney Drew Smith argued for detention,
noting that Paul confessed after his arrest.

Leen conceded that Paul had confessed, then added,
"And yes, Mr. Smith, you have turned him out to the world
as a cooperator."

The judge placed Bickle and Paul on home detention
with electronic monitoring.

"These crimes are serious, and the conduct is
abhorrent," Leen said. However, the judge said, pretrial
detention is not to be used as punishment.

U.S. Magistrate Judge George Foley Jr. previously
detained Kaufman, 36, pending a trial set for Jan. 24.

All three defendants originally faced a conspiracy
charge. A federal grand jury this week indicted them on
five additional charges: distribution of explosive materials,
transportation of explosive materials, dealing firearms
without a license, illegal possession of a machine gun and
illegal transfer of a machine gun.

According to the indictment, the scheme was made
possible by Bickle's access to weapons. Bickle returned
from a deployment to Iraq in March 2009.

"During his time in Iraq, he served as one of the men in
charge of weapons for his platoon, and he also worked at
an armory," according to the document. "Those positions
gave him access to a variety of weapons and explosives,
and as a result he was able to arrange the smuggling of
large numbers of firearms, including machine guns, as well
as other items, like explosives, into the United States."

Smith said Bickle smuggled more than 100 firearms
into the United States, and many have not been recovered.

The prosecutor said a fourth participant in the
conspiracy has not been charged.

"We don't know who else is involved," Smith said.
Carrico said Paul and Bickle have known each other

since high school in Norway, Mich.
"They're boyhood chums," the defense attorney said.

Carrico said Bickle frequently stored items at Paul's
house in Durango, Colo. The attorney said Paul is married
and has two young children.

http://www.lvrj.com/news/suspects-get-house-arrest-
until-illegal-weapons-trial-110527009.html

10-11-25 Jury unable to reach verdict on gun
charges

A 28-year-old East Pittsburgh man and convicted
robber, taking the unusual step of representing himself in a
federal criminal trial, argued his way to a draw
Wednesday, achieving a mistrial on charges that he
possessed a firearm despite past felonies.

Colin L. Peays faced 15 years to life in a case that
stemmed from an August 2009 arrest in the parking lot of a
Penn Hills Giant Eagle. Police then accused him of selling
nearly a gram of crack cocaine -- a charge that was
withdrawn as the case moved to U.S. District Court where
the sentence for felons with firearms is severe. Mr. Peays
opted not to have an attorney, although Federal Public
Defender Thomas Livingston occasionally advised him.

Instead Mr. Peays, who has also faced drug charges in a
record that stretches back to 2002, made eloquent opening
and closing statements and vigorously cross-examined
police.

At one point, Mr. Peays got Penn Hills Officer Dennis
Wynn to admit to contradictions between his various
statements about what police saw in the parking lot.

The crux of his case: A .41-caliber Taurus handgun
found by police under the seat of his rented Dodge Charger
was owned by his then-girlfriend, and she put it there
without his knowledge.

Police testified that they saw him bend down and
apparently push the gun under a seat. The gun and two
rocks of crack were presented as evidence.

But some of the 12 jurors apparently heeded Mr. Peays'
call to "open your hearts and decide whether I'm guilty on
this charge," rather then considering the drugs and his past.
After a day-and-a-half-long trial, they deliberated for
around four hours before conceding that they would not
reach unanimity.

"I commend you for the way you presented your case,
and handled yourself well in this courtroom," U.S. Circuit
Judge D. Michael Fisher told Mr. Peays, after polling the
jurors and concluding that they were deadlocked.

The U.S. Attorney's Office has approximately 70 days
to decide whether to retry Mr. Peays, and he will remain in
federal custody for the time being. http://www.post-
gazette.com/pg/10329/1106065-53.stm

10-11-24 NUGENT: Giving thanks for the bounty of
the harvest

If that broad expanse of toothy joy doesn't give the
ultimate thanks, nothing does. Beautiful, grinning,
effervescent Angela Kline and her family know all about
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why Thanksgiving is in November. As a gung-ho hunter,
this courageous gal is a full-on participant, refusing to be a
spectator of anything.

In her custom four-wheel-drive wheelchair, Angela
boldly Baja'd her way through the rugged terrain of
Michigan's forests and swamps to retrieve her incredible,
hard-earned prize and give some serious thanks. The
magnificent Michigan white-tailed deer also should be
giving thanks, for Angela "Annie Oakley" Kline killed this
fat beast with a precision shot to the heart for a quick,
ultimately humane kill.

Don't mess with Texas, and don't mess with Angela.
With herculean effort and indefatigable dedication, this

amazing young lady defies the heretofore held assumption
that cerebral palsy is a limiting condition, and though she
gives genuine heartfelt thanks every day of her
adventurous, challenging life, like most Americans, she
celebrates Thanksgiving Day with increased exuberance.
The tangible evidence spread out before her on the dining
room table is understood and revered in the most spiritual
way: We give thanks most notably on this day because it
marks the natural fall season of harvest, and we should
never take it for granted.

This precious annual harvest of untold bounty from
God's miraculous creation of sustainable yield productivity
is appreciated by no one more than by the hunters, fishers,
trappers, farmers and ranchers of America. The
unprecedented success of conservation and land/resource
stewardship by this army of hands-on producers and
harvesters is why no one will go hungry in America. Ever.

Hundreds of millions of Americans will dine on the
perfect organic protein of venison again this year. As we
have done for more than 20 years, our nationwide all-
volunteer Hunters for the Hungry program of hunting
organizations and families - along with local butchers -
will provide more than 250 million delicious, hot meals of
supreme-quality meat to homeless shelters and soup
kitchens across the land. That's a quarter of a billion meals
of pure venison every year, y'all!

This is a shining example of how thoughtful,
independent Americans get the job done without the
guaranteed waste of Fedzilla bureaucracy's entrenched
waste and unaccountability.

Drain on tax dollars? Zero. Needy neighbors and fellow
Americans fed the ultimate food? Priceless.

We should all make an increased effort to educate our
children, neighbors, co-workers and friends to this
historical truism by celebrating the basics of a November
Thanksgiving. I'm a hard-core, lifelong hunter myself, and
our family has always killed our own food and gone to
great efforts to waste not, want not and revere the life-
giving force of nature's bounty. The sacred flesh of
amazingly productive game animals is truly the rocket fuel
for the soul and reason enough for more Americans to take
up this hands-on conservation lifestyle to better understand

how we can be an asset to the environment and all of
nature's beasts.

With game numbers thriving and healthy across North
America, and in the case of white-tailed deer, turkey, black
bear and geese, overpopulated in most areas, that's a whole
lot of the best nutrition in the world getting away from us,
and we shouldn't let that happen.

We join Angela, her family and the tens of millions of
sporting families in America when we toast a
Thanksgiving salute to all the creatures that feed us. Happy
Thanksgiving, America. Celebrate it like you mean it,
every day of your lives. The beast is dead, long live the
beast.

http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2010/nov/24/gi
ving-thanks-for-the-bounty-of-the-harvest/

10-11-24 Family responding to Craigslist ad robbed
at knifepoint in Harrisburg

A Middletown family was robbed when they responded
to a Craigslist ad for a game system in Harrisburg, police
say.

Police say the parents, 37-year-old man and a 39-year-
old woman, drove to Harrisburg with their 9-year-old
daughter Tuesday evening to meet with the seller and look
at the advertised game system. They were first directed to
go to North Second and Maclay streets and received
further instructions from the seller to go to Fourth and
Delaware streets.

At the second location, they were met by two men who
said they would show the family the game system at their
house. Police say when the family got out of the car, one of
the men, a tall black man in his late teens or early 20s,
grabbed the woman from behind and put a knife to her face
and demanded her money. The woman handed over a small
amount of money, and none of the family members were
hurt. The second robber was described as a short black
man in his late teens or early 20s.

During the investigation, the family members recalled
that they saw the same two men park next to them at a
convenience store at North Second and Maclay streets. The
family told police that they saw the men get out of a light
blue Dodge Charger-type car with red and orange stripes
on the side, go into the store and come out a moment after
the family received a call to meet the sellers at Fourth and
Delaware streets.

The investigation continues and anyone with
information may contact Det. Jeffrey Schriver at 717-255-
3183 or Sgt. Dennis Sorensen at 717-255-6585

http://www.pennlive.com/midstate/index.ssf/2010/11/fa
mily_responding_to_craigslis.html#incart_hbx

10-11-23 Canada - 'I did everything by the book to
protect myself'

BURTON - A Burton man is facing a weapons charge
in a case that's bound to raise plenty of questions about
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how far people can go to protect their property and their
home.

Lawrence Russell Manzer, a 45-year-old military
veteran who grabbed his unloaded shotgun before stepping
outside in the middle of the night last March to check on
prowlers, was charged Monday in Burton Provincial Court
with possessing a weapon for a dangerous purpose.

In an interview after he was formally charged, Manzer
recalled how his wife Denise jolted him awake after their
phone rang in the wee hours of the morning last March 28.
On the other end was a neighbour warning that three
prowlers were in the neighborhood.

"I understood that they were in the neighbours'
backyard," Manzer said.

He wondered if his car or shed had been broken into
and decided to investigate. Then he thought of the
neighbour who lives across from him.

"I'm thinking his safety, my safety - everything kind of
hits you at once. It escalates."

Manzer said with a rash of petty thefts and vandalism
on their small unlit street near the St. John River, the
shotgun was nearby.

"It was always ready, just in case. With the amount of
people causing damage and the goings on in the
neighbourhood, I thought I have four kids, a wife to
protect, neighbours, neighbours' property. I didn't know
who it was, if they were armed or if they'd try to break into
the house."

"I just put my pants on, that's all I had on, I go out to
the steps, hear shouting see two people running across his
lawn and people in front of my house."

Manzer, who took restricted firearms training during
his time in the military, said he knows he can't use
potentially lethal force to protect property and kept the gun
pointed at the ground throughout the brief incident.

"I wasn't out there to take the law into my own hands. I
never left my property," said Manzer, who said that
between November and March, residents of his small
neighbourhood had to contend with break-ins to sheds,
thieves rummaging through parked cars and vandalism
ranging from damage to Christmas decorations to uprooted
fruit trees.

"I yelled at them and said 'Everyone be quiet' and I told
my wife to call 911."

He said he watched as his neighbour rounded up three
strangers - all of whom looked like adults but turned out to
be minors.

With the situation under control, Manzer, shirtless in
the minus-13 degree night, went back inside and locked up
his gun before heading back out.

He said Mounties arrived on the scene 15 minutes later,
took the three youths into custody and confiscated a near-
empty liquor bottle.

When a Mountie showed up at his door six days later
on Good Friday, Manzer assumed they were coming to
take a statement.

Instead, he says he was arrested in front of his wife and
kids. Then the Mounties seized his shotgun and hunting
rifles.

The neighbour who nabbed the youths was also arrested
and told he was being charged with assault. That charge
was not approved by the Crown prosecutor's office.

Manzer, who said he was photographed and
fingerprinted, has trouble digesting the turn of events.

"For 45 years I've been a good model citizen. I've never
had a need for a lawyer until now," said the federal
employee, a retiree from the Canadian Armed Forces.

"It seems the evidence of three kids who were out
drinking carries more merit than my neighbour's word and
mine."

While he's now defending himself against a criminal
charge, Manzer said he's heard through the grapevine that
the three teens faced only a charge under the provincial
liquor act.

"I was kind of surprised," said Brian Fox, the neighbour
from across the street who rounded up the teens. "We were
the ones who called him and told him what was going on
and he came out."

Fox said because of the vandalism and thefts, he felt a
sense of relief when they caught the kids.

Aside from the damage to his shed, he said he had to
pay for a lawyer to defend him against the assault charge
that never materialized.

"It cost me $500 to fight it, and we've got the shed
damage. I'm out of pocket because I caught three kids in
my backyard, and they get a $175 fine. It cost me almost
$1,000. It's a small price to pay to have the subdivision
safe."

"Guess what? There hasn't been a problem since that
night."

He still can't understand why the youths weren't
charged with trespassing at night.

"When you see these kids, one was bigger than me.
They were three young men."

Manzer said he's frustrated by the amount of time it has
taken to get the case to court.

"It seems to be a simple case," he said.
Manzer said he would do it all over again if he faced

the same set of circumstances.
"Yes, I would, because I did it in a safe, honest and

legal way. I did everything by the book to protect myself
and ensure my property wasn't being stolen."

Blair McKay, the Fredericton lawyer who appeared in
court on Manzer's behalf Monday, said he's reviewing the
evidence. The matter is due to return to court Dec. 6.
http://telegraphjournal.canadaeast.com/front/article/13198
56
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10-11-23 NJ rejects group's request to cancel bear
hunt

The state Department of Environmental Protection on
Monday rejected a request to stay the bear hunt scheduled
for Dec. 6-12 in northwest New Jersey.The request was
made in writing last week by the Animal Protection
League of New Jersey and the Bear Education and
Resource Group.

"The facts are clear," DEP Commissioner Bob Martin
said in a statement, "we have an overpopulation of black
bears in New Jersey, and we must address that issue. A
regulated black bear hunt is one important and necessary
tool to deal with the growing number of bears..."

Division biologists are predicting a hunting season
similar to those in 2003 and 2005 — hunter success rates
should be between 5 and 7 percent of permit holders,
which will translate to an estimated harvest of 350 to 500
bears, he said.

There were 328 bears taken in 2003's hunt and 298
taken in 2005's hunt. During those seasons, 233 and 196
bears were taken in Sussex County, respectively.

Patrick Carr, a supervising wildlife biologist with the
New Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife, said there are
about 3,400 bears in the four designated Bear Management
Zones north of Route 78 and west of Route 287.

"Bear season prospects for New Jersey hunters are very
good this year," Carr said.

Martin, in a letter to the two groups that appealed the
hunt, confirmed the accuracy of the DEP's data on bear
complaints and bear-human encounters caused by an
increasing black bear population despite claims to the
contrary by bear hunt opponents. He said a review of bear
complaints for 2008 and 2009 by the DEP's Office of
Audit showed virtually no duplication of complaint
reports.

The audit showed that less than 1 percent of about
3,000 bear complaints registered by DEP in each of those
years may have resulted from duplication of information,
he said.

"I have reviewed your request and I find that it does not
provide any basis to stay the hunt, nor does it raise any
legitimate questions about the inclusion of a black bear
hunt in the State's Comprehensive Black Bear Management
Policy," Martin wrote. Rutgers chemistry professor
Edward Tavv's "allegations challenging the accuracy of the
department's black bear incident data are unfounded and,
quite simply, wrong."

The DEP says the most recent black bear population
estimate for the portion of New Jersey north of Route 80 is
approximately 3,400 animals, up from less than 500 in the
mid-1990s.

The Division of Fish and Wildlife held an online lottery
in October to distribute the 10,000 bear hunting permits.
During that period, 6,500 applied for a permit. While Zone
1 sold out, there are still permits available in the other

three zones. Carr said the division anticipates issuing
another 500 during the over-the-counter sales period that
begins today.

Carr said that, because of an abundant fall acorn crop,
there will likely be many heavyweight bears harvested this
season, as well as a number of pregnant females that will
be denned for the winter by opening day. As such, hunters
should focus their pre-season scouting in the oak forests
and swamps near them, he said.

"Division personnel handled five bears over 500
pounds this year, and three of those were over 600
pounds," Carr said. "The largest was a 673-pound male,
which was captured and released in Zone 2." Generally
speaking, the average field-dressed weight of an adult male
bear should be about 300 pounds, while that for an adult
female should be about 200 pounds, he said.
http://www.dailyrecord.com/article/20101123/COMMUNI
TIES/311230015/1005/

10-11-23 City firefighter guilty of gun threat at ball
field

A Pittsburgh firefighter accused of brandishing a gun at
a Brookline Little League park during an evening practice
in 2009 was found guilty Monday in court.

In a split verdict, a jury convicted Michael D. Clark, 43,
on two counts of reckless endangerment and one count
each of possession of marijuana and possession of drug
paraphernalia.

He was found not guilty, though, of two counts of
simple assault.

Mr. Clark will be sentenced Feb. 17 by Allegheny
County Common Pleas Judge Kathleen A. Durkin.

The charge of reckless endangerment is a misdemeanor,
punishable by a maximum of two years in prison.

Mr. Clark's defense attorney, Michael O'Day, called the
verdict "totally inconsistent."

"If you find somebody not guilty of simple assault, how
do you find them guilty of recklessly endangering another
person?" he asked.

But, Mr. O'Day continued, he understood the difficulty
of the case.

"I think the issue of a handgun in a park was too much
for them to overcome," he said.

He plans to file an appeal.
The entire incident at the ball field was predicated on

allegations that Mr. Clark, who continues to work as a
firefighter, had slept with another man's wife.

That man, Tom Herisko, attacked Mr. Clark on March
31, 2009, at the Little League field.

Mr. Herisko, who testified for the prosecution, admitted
that he initiated the fight that evening.

He slammed Mr. Clark against his car, punched him
and sent Mr. Clark rolling down a hill.



Page 49

Mr. Herisko thought the fight was over, he said, but
then saw Mr. Clark retrieved a handgun from the console
of his vehicle.

Though Mr. Clark is charged with threatening people at
the park, Mr. Herisko is not listed as a victim in the case.

Instead, Mr. Clark is accused of threatening two others
who were there that day -- Stephen and Jamie Jackson.

Ms. Jackson, who was nine months pregnant at the
time, testified during the trial that when she saw the fight
she ran up to step between the men. She told the jury that
she stood right in front of Mr. Clark, and his gun was
pointed at her.

Other witnesses, though, said Ms. Jackson was never in
front of the firearm. They also said that Mr. Jackson
brandished a child's aluminum bat at Mr. Clark. Mr.
Jackson was originally charged, but the case was
dismissed.

Assistant District Attorney David S. Zuckerman
acknowledged that Mr. Herisko should not have attacked
Mr. Clark.

But Mr. Zuckerman said Mr. Clark escalated the
situation by grabbing a weapon.

"Common sense dictates if someone attacks you at a
Little League field, you leave and call the police," Mr.
Zuckerman told the jury. "He passed up every opportunity
to be the bigger person -- to walk away."

He said after the fight Mr. Clark suffered more from a
battered ego than his physical injuries.

http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/10327/1105430-53.stm

10-11-23 Bird case prompts bill to change law
regarding gun use

state lawmaker has filed a bill to explicitly permit
residents to ward off trespassers by exhibiting a firearm.

"We want to make it very clear to the courts that
protecting our property is an absolute right," said state
Rep. Betsey Patten, R-Moultonborough, who filed the bill
at the Statehouse Monday while group outside the Capitol
protested the imprisonment of a Moultonborough resident
for criminal threatening for brandishing a firearm when a
woman trespassed on his property.

Patten acknowledged that if the bill were to become
law it would not help Ward Bird who is serving a three- to
six-year sentenced in State Prison.

In an nine-page opinion authored by Associate Justice
Gary Hicks the New Hampshire Supreme Court upheld
Ward's conviction late last month ruling that, "a rational
juror could have found that the defendant's belief that it
was necessary to wave his pistol to terminate (the victim's)
trespass was not objectively reasonable."

"Considering the evidence and all inference to be
drawn from it in the light most favorable to the state, a
rational juror readily could have found that the defendant's
actions of waving and pointed a gun toward the victim,

while yelling "get the f¿ of my property," constituted
felony criminal threatening," the Supreme Court ruled.

Bird's supporters claim he never leveled the gun at the
woman, but rather took it out of back holster and checked
it to assure the safety was on.

Patten said Rep. Leo Pepino of Manchester was the
prime sponsor of House Bill 160 that was approved last
year and becomes law in January 2011. That law relative
to physical force in defense of a person reads, "A person
who responds to a threat considered by a reasonable person
as likely to cause serious bodily injury or death to the
person or another by displaying a firearm or other means
of self-defense with the intent to warn away the person
making the threat shall not have committed a criminal act."

Patten said her proposed legislation mirrors Pepino's,
yet specifies defense of private property instead of a
person. Meanwhile, Patten said, she has obtained the
necessary paperwork for Bird to apply for a pardon from
Gov. John Lynch and the Executive Council. A pardon
request requires an investigation by the Department of
Justice and solicits recommendations from the prosecutor,
the trial judge and the alleged victim among others.

Even if pardoned, Bird's guilty conviction would still
stand, but he would be able to walk free.

On Monday morning Patten drove Bird's daughter,
Aberdeen and a fellow Moultonborough Academy student
Matt Tolman to Concord when she filed the legislation.
The pair received excused absences from school to
participate in a civics lesson, Patten explained. She said in
talking with Academy Principal Andy Coppinger she has
learned that many students are interested in the outcome of
the Bird case and said because they feel they have a
"vested interest" she hopes the process will be a learning
one for the communities youngsters. Bird is the father of
four children.

About two dozen of Bird's supporters gathered outside
the State House on Monday to protest his imprisonment
while Patten went inside to file her legislative service
request.

http://www.citizen.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/201
01123/GJNEWS02/711239859/-1/CITNEWS

10-11-23 Into the moat- Rendell should drop this
reckless castle expansion

Before legislators adjourned their lame-duck session in
Harrisburg, they managed one last piece of mischief. They
sent to the governor a bill that expands the so-called castle
doctrine of self-defense for no good reason.

The castle doctrine reflects the idea that a person's
home is his castle and can be defended with deadly force
against intruders. Pennsylvania law already incorporates a
castle doctrine, although it imposes on the person being
threatened a duty to retreat under certain circumstances.

That wasn't good enough for supporters of House Bill
1926, even though the law has worked fine. As the
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Pennsylvania District Attorneys Association explained in a
letter to House members, "A resident never has the duty to
retreat if he or she is threatened inside of his or her home
or place of work, regardless of whether the person can
safely retreat."

While supporters of the bill cited the alleged threat of
lawsuits against law-abiding people who choose to use a
gun to defend their home, this legislation is a solution to
no obvious problem. It also takes the concept of a home
that must be defended and expands it to a garage, a porch
or deck, a driveway, a backyard or front yard and a
personal vehicle. In short, it is an invitation to trigger-
happy behavior.

This was done not just for no good reason but for a
dangerously bad one -- the notion that guns are the remedy
to violence in society-- when, in fact, they are one of the
main enablers of violence. The bill is opposed by most of
the state law enforcement community, including the
district attorneys association. A letter to Gov. Rendell from
the Pennsylvania Law Enforcement Gun Violence Policy
Group, a coalition of police chiefs, makes a solid case for a
veto: "The proposed expansions of the castle doctrine will
make the job of prosecutors -- working to get stiff penalties
for violent offenders -- more difficult."

It is shocking the Legislature should thwart the law
enforcement community's wishes by finishing work on this
bill just days after Game Commission Wildlife
Conservation Officer David L. Grove was killed,
authorities say, by a convicted felon with an illegal
firearm. Although this bill passed both houses by wide
margins, Mr. Rendell, who must decide by Saturday,
should take out his veto pen and stand up for what is right
and not what is popular.

http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/10327/1105318-
192.stm

10-11-22 DN Editorial: Shut door on this castle
doctrine expansion

GOV. RENDELL COULD soon have the legal right to
arm himself, stand outside the Capitol building, and start
shooting approaching lawmakers.

Of course he shouldn't . . . but he could, if he signed a
ridiculous gun bill that landed on his desk last week. The
bill would broaden the "castle doctrine," which empowers
people to defend their homes with deadly force. Now,
people who feel threatened in their offices or even their
cars can shoot first, and ask questions later. (And yes,
Rendell would have to feel threatened in order to shoot,
but we think that wouldn't be difficult.)

We join the many law-enforcement groups who oppose
this bill. Those groups oppose it because they see the
potential for criminals to get away with murder by
claiming, for example, that they shot from their car in self-
defense. We don't even want to contemplate how this
would affect road-rage cases.

In Pennsylvania, people can now bring guns into state
parks, and can get a license in another state if their
Pennsylvania criminal record prohibits them from getting
one here.

Expanding these rights even further - for visitors and
residents - is a bad idea. In fact, it's downright threatening.
http://www.philly.com/dailynews/opinion/20101122_DN_
Editorial__Shut_door_on_this_castle_doctrime_expansion
.html

10-11-21 Expand right of self-defense
Gov. Ed Rendell should sign a House Bill 1926 that

expands the rights of Pennsylvanians to use lethal force to
defend themselves against violent criminals and requires
sex offenders who are homeless or who move here from
another state to register with police.

Rendell told reporters last week he's unsure about
expanding the so-called castle doctrine, allowing lethal
force in self-defense in places other than one's home.

"I support the castle doctrine. I support the right to use
deadly force on an intruder in a person's home. I think
that's in a totally different category. What this would do is
expand the castle doctrine to outside the home, to a city
street, for example, and eliminate the principle of law that
we've had since English common law: the duty to retreat."

Why should Pennsylvanians outside their homes have
to attempt to run away from someone threatening to kill,
seriously injure, kidnap or rape them?

Certainly victims can try to retreat, but that's not always
a viable option.

Law-abiding residents shouldn't be forced to become
victims of violent criminals just because the governor
doesn't believe they should be able to use a weapon to
defend themselves outside their homes.

The governor's logic also seems to fly in the face of the
Pennsylvania Constitution.

Section 21 of the continuation's Declaration of Rights
states: "The right of the citizens to bear arms in defense of
themselves and the State shall not be questioned."

But under current law and the governor's reasoning, the
right to bear arms to defend oneself is being questioned.

Even under the bill overwhelmingly approved by the
Senate and House, there are limits to when lethal force can
be used to protect from abuse. But it would extend that
same protection one has inside his home to defend himself
to his yard, patio, garage, vehicle or other place where he
is lawfully present.

The legislation also provides people who use lethal
force legally in self-defense from being sued civilly by the
attackers.

Another important part of House Bill 1926 is closing a
loophole in the state's Megan's Law on the registration of
sex offenders.

The measure will require sex offenders who are
homeless and those who move here from another state to
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notify police of their presence. The need for such
provisions is evident after a sex offender moved from
Florida to Johnstown and refused to register with police.

As Rep. Bryan Barbin, D-Johnstown, was quoted by
Capitolwire as saying, "If someone tells me that it's not
important tonight to deal with the sex-offender problem
that we have in this state because out-of-state offenders
have found out about the loophole, then tell that to the
people on Horner Street."

Expanding the ability of Pennsylvanians to defend
themselves against violent criminals and to make sure sex
offenders don't use a loophole to avoid registering with
police are important aspects of public safety.

The governor should recognize this and sign House Bill
1926 quickly.

http://www.altoonamirror.com/page/content.detail/id/5
44493/Expand-right-of-self-defense.html

10-11-19 CO Police- Twins in suicide pact had
Columbine image

ENGLEWOOD, Colo. — A photocopy of a magazine
cover about the Columbine school shooting was found
among the belongings of Australian twin sisters who shot
themselves in a suicide pact at a Colorado shooting range,
authorities said Friday.

However, it remained unclear why Kristin and Candice
Hermeler, both 29, had the cover of Time headlined "The
Monsters Next Door/What Made Them Do It?" and why
the sisters made the plan to kill themselves, authorities
said. One of the women survived.

Columbine High School is about 20 miles from the
shooting range. The May 3, 1999, magazine cover featured
photographs of gunmen Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold and
their 13 victims. Harris and Klebold committed suicide
simultaneously — just as police said the twins attempted
to do.

The magazine cover was found among stuffed animals,
cell phones and jewelry the twins left behind at the nearby
hotel where they had been staying. No suicide note was
found.

Candice Hermeler remained hospitalized in serious
condition with a head wound as her parents, Ernest and
Kelsay Hermeler, arrived in Colorado on Friday.
Investigators hoped to talk to the parents later, Arapahoe
County sheriff's Capt. Louie Perea said.

The parents issued a statement through Swedish
Medical Center thanking people for the outpouring of
support and concern, and the Arapahoe County sheriff's
office for its diligence in determining what happened.

The Hermelers also asked for privacy and declined
media interviews, hospital spokeswoman Karen Prestia
said.

Perea said the presence of the Time cover showed the
twins had some interest in the Columbine shooting but
added that Candice told investigators during an emotional

interview that she didn't care about the attack and that it
had happened a long time ago.

She also told authorities the twins were trying to carry
out the suicide plan Monday at Family Shooting Center in
Cherry Creek State Park, where investigators said they
rented handguns and shot themselves in the head.

There was nothing to indicate the sisters planned to hurt
anyone else, Perea said, noting police don't believe a crime
was committed.

An affidavit supporting the search of the twins'
belongings states a witness at the range saw two women
fall down before one rolled around and yelled for help.

An arriving deputy found one sister on her back and the
other sitting on her feet. When the seated woman fell onto
her sister, the officer noticed a gunshot wound to her
forehead as he rolled her away.

The sisters, who are from Australia's Victoria state, had
been in the Denver area for about five weeks. One had gun
training two weeks before the shooting, and both showed
up at the range about a week later for additional training,
Perea said.

On Monday, the sisters took a taxi to the range from
their hotel about six miles away and rented the pistols.
They took target practice on the chilly afternoon,
prompting one sister to borrow a jacket, Perea said.

They initially shared a stall near a person firing a high-
powered rifle. After the twins complained about the noise,
range staff moved them to another lane.

"I don't know if they did that to be in a more secluded
area or what," Perea said.

One of the sisters then left to place the jacket on a
nearby table — apparently deciding against wearing
borrowed clothing for what was to follow.

Authorities said surveillance video showed the sisters
falling out of the stall about a half-second apart, with other
patrons quickly reacting.

The twins had been at the range about an hour and 20
minutes.

It's not clear what they were doing in the United States.
The Sydney Morning Herald said they were from the

Melbourne suburb of Surrey Hills. The Herald Sun
reported Ernest Hermeler was a bank executive and that
the twins' parents had emigrated to Australia from South
Africa about 40 years ago.
http://www.comcast.net/articles/news-
national/20101117/US.Twins.Shot/

10-11-19 Duncannon man charged with accidentally
shooting friend while hunting

A Duncannon man was charged on Friday in the
accidental shooting death of a friend while the two were
turkey hunting last week.

Kenneth D. Mutzabaugh, 51, has been charged with
killing or injuring a human while hunting, a first degree
misdemeanor, and as a person prohibited from possessing
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a firearm, a second degree felony for the incident Nov. 13
along Paradise Road in Wheatfield Township, Perry
County.

Hugh “Jim” McCord, 53, of Middle Paxton Township,
died from gunshot to the base of the back of the head while
hunting with Mutzabaugh at 5:05 p.m., officials said.

Mutzabaugh faces a 15-year revocation of his hunting
license, up to $10,000 in fines and up to 18 months in
prison.

If a fine is imposed, any person who fails to pay the
fine within 180 days can be sent to prison for up to one
year or until the fine is paid in full under state law.

Mutzabaugh was released on $25,000 unsecured bail by
District Judge Daniel McGuire. A preliminary hearing has
been scheduled for Nov. 24.
http://www.pennlive.com/midstate/index.ssf/2010/11/dunc
annon_man_charged_with_acc.html

10-11-18 CA - Solano County officials correct fees
for concealed gun permits

For three years, Solano County has been overcharging
people applying to carry a concealed gun in the county.

The problem has been resolved, according to Solano
County Sheriff's spokesman Lt. Gary Faulkner.

According to a press release sent Wednesday by
Calguns Foundation, a nonprofit organization, the group
submitted a pre-litigation demand letter in October to
Solano County Sheriff Gary Stanton detailing the
illegalities of Solano County's current fee structure for
concealed-gun-carry permit applications.

Spurred by the foundation, Solano County agreed to
change their fees to reflect the California statutory
structure for gun-carry licensing.

"Solano set an example of how other counties can spare
their taxpayers from needless litigation -- they did the right
thing once the defective policy was brought to their
attention," said Gene Hoffman, chairman of the Calguns
Foundation, in the press release. "Solano gets it, but we
anticipate that many counties will not. It is our goal to
address every one of these violations throughout California
until all counties are 100 percent compliant in their written
and actual policies."

According to Hoffman, California law permits
concealed carry permit applicants to be charged up to $100
and renewal applicants can be charged up to $25.

Solano County's policy, however, called for initial fees
of $229 and renewal of $152. As such, these policies
required applicants to be overcharged.

Faulkner said the fees
gradually increased in the last three years and letters

will be sent to everyone involved that paid fees in excess
of what is allowed to inform them they can be reimbursed.

He emphasized that the Solano County Sheriff's Office
didn't know its fee structure was a problem.

"We thought we were following applicable law,"
Faulkner said. "The problem has been corrected. If there
are mistakes, we want to fix it."

The foundation has been obtaining and analyzing
county information regarding license issuance statistics,
policies and processing as part of its Carry License
Compliance and Sunshine Initiative.

For more information, visit
http://calgunsfoundation.org/carry.
http://www.contracostatimes.com/news/ci_16646037?nclic
k_check=1

10-11-18 Allison Hill residents condemn spate of
robberies and shootings in their neighborhood

On the street where Kendall Washington lived and was
shot to death Tuesday night, neighbors condemned the
crime in their Allison Hill, Harrisburg, neighborhood.

“Nobody in this neighborhood has anything right now,
so they’re robbing people for a couple of dollars and a cell
phone,” said Veronica Vinson, who lives about a block
away. “Don’t rob your neighbors, your childhood friends.
It makes my heart very heavy.”

Police haven’t said whether they believe the 18-year-
old was shot in a robbery attempt. Washington died
Wednesday night at Penn State Milton S. Hershey Medical
Center, his family said.

Earlier Tuesday evening, in the city’s uptown section,
a 15-year-old boy was shot in the side of his chest shortly
after 6 p.m. in the 2600 block of Agate Street, police said.
He also is being treated at Hershey Medical, authorities
said, but his condition was not available.

And around 5 p.m. in the 200 block of Court Street, a
woman who works for the state told police a man gestured
toward her as if he had a handgun and demanded her
valuables. She told him no and kept walking, police said.

The incidents were the latest in a spate of shootings and
robberies that has plagued the city in recent months. Since
Oct. 1, there have been 57 reported robberies, said police
spokesman Lt. Robert Fegan.

Those who live in the neighborhood where Washington
was shot said they know only too well that there’s too
much crime.

Vinson said she was robbed last November. “A guy put
a gun to my head. What I had I gave to him, but he still
shoved me into the snow,” she said.

In the Washington case, police responded around 8:40
p.m. to a report of an assault at North 16th and Park streets
and were met by the victim’s brother, who was en route to
a hospital with the victim in the car. The brother said he
was home when a young man came to the family’s house
in the 1600 block of Park Street and yelled that
Washington had been shot.

One area resident told police he saw Washington being
held down on the sidewalk at gunpoint by an unknown
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man. Then a shot rang out and the gunman ran off, the
witness told police, who said they have no suspects.

The 15-year-old who was shot Tuesday, whose name
was not released by police, told officers he was walking
with two friends when they saw a man cleaning a silver or
gold Chrysler sedan in Turner Alley.

The man “made some challenging comments to the
boys for some reason” as they walked off, police said the
boy told them. They noticed the car drive by them a few
times before someone in the front passenger seat fired
several shots at them with a handgun, police said.

Police said the boys ran to a home and called for help.
They were unable to provide much of a description, police
said.

Dwayne Wilson, a mail carrier who walks the
neighborhood where Washington was shot, said a lot of the
teens don’t go to school and don’t have father figures to
help steer them.

“On this whole block, there are only two fathers,” he
said. “There are none on the next block.”

Wilson sounded like a tour guide of tragedy. “Do you
see that red car up there? Last month, they shot her
brother. ... Four years ago, on 18th and Park, they killed
one of our carrier’s sons for $8,” he said. “They shot him
in the back.”

One neighbor, who wanted to be known only as Miss
Setta, said she has lived in the area for 20 years and can’t
afford to move to the suburbs. She said she drives her 15-
year-old granddaughter to school because she’s afraid to
let her walk.

Still, she noted, several residents on the block keep
their homes neat.

“It’s kind of scary, but it’s still where we live,” she
said. “We try to keep it clean. We’re not bad people. I
work hard.”

Corinthian Taylor said she rarely goes out at night and
she worries about her four children and her nieces and
nephew.

“The elderly people are scared to cash their checks,”
she said. “I have a 16-year-old who is a wrestler, and even
he’s scared to walk to school, and he’s not into any of that
bad stuff. When I get my car fixed, I’m going to start
driving him.

“Police need to be involved, the community needs to be
involved, mothers and fathers need to discipline their
children. Then it’s up to the teens to get the guns and the
drugs off the street,” she said.

Most of the neighbors said they did not know
Washington, who apparently had not lived there long. A
woman who answered the door at his home said she didn’t
want to talk about the shooting.

Vinson said some neighbors came out onto the street
Tuesday night after they heard about Washington. “It was
a very, very somber mood in the neighborhood last night,”
she said. “He must have had an impact in the 'hood.”

http://www.pennlive.com/midstate/index.ssf/2010/11/al
lison_hill_residents_condemn.html

10-11-18 Pennsylvania political power shifts west
HARRISBURG -- The balance of power at the state

Capitol that for decades tilted toward Philadelphia now
largely lies in the hands of Western Pennsylvania
lawmakers.

Senate Democrats on Wednesday elected Jay Costa of
Forest Hills as minority leader, giving Allegheny County
three of the four floor leaders in the General Assembly in
January. House Majority Whip Mike Turzai is a Bradford
Woods Republican, and Oakmont Democrat Frank
Dermody will become House minority leader.

Gov.-elect Tom Corbett of Shaler will take office with
two other legislative leaders from the West: House
Speaker-elect Sam Smith, R-Punxsutawney, and Senate
President Pro Tempore-elect Joe Scarnati, R-Jefferson
County.

Additionally, House Democrats on Tuesday chose
Rep.Joe Markosek of Monroeville as ranking Democrat on
the budget committee, displacing 20-year veteran Rep.
Dwight Evans of Philadelphia.

An erosion of an inner circle of leaders during the past
four years was capped by the Nov. 2 election, in which
voters handed the House back to Republicans. Former
Senate power broker Vincent Fumo, D-Philadelphia, is in
federal prison for fraud, and former House Speaker John
Perzel, a seated GOP member from Philadelphia, faces
trial next year on felonies for allegedly using public
resources for campaigns.

What impact the changes might have on Southwestern
Pennsylvania is debatable, however, at a time when the
state faces multibillion-dollar deficits and GOP leaders
want to end pork-barrel projects.

"I guess it doesn't mean as much as it did five years ago
when things were booming," said Jack Treadway, former
chairman of the political science department at Kutztown
State University. "But there are still millions and millions
of dollars the state will spend, and key decisions that have
to be made."

"By the old rules, if it was a question of pork and
'walking-around money,' this would have meant a major
change," said former state Rep. Jeffrey Coleman, a
Republican consultant. "But this is an era of frugal
government. Still, attention will be paid to the needs of
Western Pennsylvania."

Coleman noted: "There's a demonstrable difference in
the road and bridge quality as you drive east, and maybe
that will change."

At the same time, he said, Philadelphia's loss of clout
could give politicians in the Pittsburgh region more access
to state government and its leaders.

"It's a change from big-city politicians with a swagger
and bravado to more personable down-home types," he
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said. "These are not the limo-driven leaders. These are not
entourage politicians."

Mark Schwartz, former aide to the late House Speaker
K. Leroy Irvis of Pittsburgh, recalled that in 1975 and
1976, "it was all we could do to get a fraction of what
Philadelphia got back to Western Pennsylvania."

"In reflecting back on more than 40 years of working in
and watching Harrisburg, I can safely say that the
appropriations to Philadelphia for various projects have
proven to be pouring money down an absolute rat hole,"
said Schwartz, a Montgomery County lawyer who grew up
in the Pittsburgh area.

Allegheny County Council members from both parties
this week touted the growing power of Pittsburgh in
Harrisburg as reason for hope.

The state owes $70 million in overdue reimbursements
to the county, and having a native son in the governor's
office and other powerful posts could help lobbying efforts
aimed at getting the state to pay up faster.

Yet, some local government officials worry that many
of the most powerful people are Republicans -- likely to
make deep cuts to save the state from financial crisis.

"Obviously, the advantage is we know these people and
have worked with them in one capacity or another over the
years. It helps," said Port Authority of Allegheny County
spokesman Jim Ritchie.

Ritchie said the authority reached out after Election
Day to Corbett's team and various legislative leaders to
outline its need for state funding. The authority is
considering the largest service cut in its history to help
close a $47 million deficit, and projecting a $30 million
deficit for next fiscal year.

For Philadelphia, the loss of Evans could be tough.
"Make no mistake about it," said Schwartz, "regardless

of the fact that (Gov. Ed) Rendell left the cupboard bare,
squandering billions, the majority and minority leadership
posts with respect to appropriations are important, as
budget bills, general appropriations and capital budget bills
originate there and any bills that cost money end up there."

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/pi
ttsburgh/s_709883.html

10-11-18 Inquirer Editorial: Veto this bill
Harrisburg lawmakers have sent a bad bill to Gov.

Rendell. The legislation would make the streets of cities
and other communities across the state more dangerous by
allowing gun owners to blast away if they feel threatened
outside their home or even in their car.

Rendell should veto the measure.
The legislation would expand the "castle doctrine,"

which enables gun owners to use their weapons in defense
within their loosely defined home, or "castle."

Under current law, a homeowner has all the legal
protection he or she needs to defend against an intruder
inside a home. This expansion of the rule is unnecessary,

except to check off an item on the National Rifle
Association's agenda.

Beyond the prospect of road-rage incidents turning into
deadly confrontations, prosecutors fear that anyone who
fires a weapon in such circumstances could make a claim
of self-defense. Even if the other person was unarmed, a
shooter could claim that he felt his safety was threatened
within his "castle."

After House members earlier approved a version of this
bill, the Senate tacked it onto an unrelated measure that
would expand the state's law aimed at protecting children
from sex offenders.

Rendell shouldn't give in to such tactics. If the proposal
to strengthen the Megan's Law statute is worthwhile, it can
be reintroduced in a matter of months. For now, the
governor should use his veto to lay siege to this expansion
of the castle doctrine.
http://www.philly.com/philly/opinion/20101118_Inquirer_
Editorial__Veto_this_bill.html

10-11-17 NJ Glassboro man pleads guilty to illegal
gun sale

A 50-year-old Glassboro man, who turned his home
into an arsenal with hundreds of guns, has pleaded guilty
to selling an assault firearm to an undercover state trooper
and possessing other illegal weapons, authorities said
Tuesday.

Horace Dixon was arrested by state troopers Aug. 13,
2009, in the parking lot of a bowling alley on Route 47 in
Glassboro where he came to sell guns - unknowingly to a
state police detective.

Dixon faces 10 years in state prison, including five
years without possibility of parole, under a state-
recommended plea agreement. Gloucester County Superior
Court Judge Walter L. Marshall Jr. scheduled sentencing
for Jan. 28.

Dixon pleaded guilty Monday to unlawful disposition
of an assault firearm, unlawful possession of a machine
gun, and unlawful possession of a handgun.

The charges against him were part of a May 20, 2010,
state grand jury indictment stemming from an investigation
by the New Jersey State Police/Alcohol, Tobacco and
Firearms (ATF) Joint Firearms Task Force, Glassboro
Police Department, and Gloucester County Prosecutor's
Office.

"By putting gun traffickers such as this defendant
behind bars, we are eliminating a conduit by which deadly
assault weapons are reaching the streets of New Jersey,"
state Attorney General Paula Dow said Tuesday.

The partnership of state police and the ATF will
"continue to aggressively investigate and prosecute gun
traffickers who sell illegal weapons to anyone willing to
pay their price," added Criminal Justice Director Stephen
J. Taylor.
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The Dixon investigation began at the local level but
grew to include county, state and federal agencies,
according to Col. Rick Fuentes, superintendent of the New
Jersey State Police.

"This case involved a man whose home was an arsenal
of dangerous guns and whose actions displayed a complete
lack of concern for how the illegal firearms he sold were to
be used," Fuentes said.

The Glassboro Police Department originally learned
about two assault rifles for sale and contacted the ATF in
early July 2009.

Using the information, a state police detective, acting
undercover as part of the Joint Firearms Task Force,
contacted Dixon to purchase four weapons and told him he
would deface the guns' serial numbers to sell them on the
street.

Dixon sold the undercover detective two semiautomatic
rifles, along with ammunition, on July 17, 2009,
authorities said. He sold two more guns - a pistol and
semiautomatic rifle - and ammunition magazines to the
undercover detective for $2,000 on Aug. 7, 2009.

After Dixon's arrest, police executed a search warrant
for his car and seized two semiautomatic pistols, a 12-
gauge pump-action shotgun, a semiautomatic rifle, and a
large-capacity magazine for the rifle.

At Dixon's home, they also found a grenade launcher
and more than 200 guns, including a belt-fed machine gun
and semiautomatic rifles.

Dixon specifically pleaded guilty to selling the
semiautomatic rifle to the detective and to possessing a
pistol and machine gun.

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/new_jersey/201011
17_Glassboro_man_pleads_guilty_to_illegal_gun_sale.htm
l

10-11-17 Officials: Pa. teen had gun inside juvenile
jail

MEDIA, Pa. (AP) — A suburban Philadelphia teen is
facing additional charges after he was allegedly caught
with a loaded firearm while in custody at a county juvenile
detention facility.

Delaware County Courts administrator Philip Damiani
Jr. says the unidentified 17-year-old boy was re-arrested
Monday after he was found carrying a .380-caliber firearm
loaded with eight rounds of ammunition.

Damiani tells the Delaware County Daily Times that a
preliminary investigation indicates the juvenile slipped the
weapon through at least two searches. He says a juvenile
detention officer on duty at the time has been suspended
with intention to terminate.

Authorities say the teen had been arrested the day
before on a marijuana possession charge.
http://www.pennlive.com/newsflash/index.ssf/story/officia
ls-pa-teen-had-gun-inside-juvenile-
jail/3f0a312736364edbab68c1cba153f752

10-11-17 UT students debate allowing guns on
campus for protection

TOLEDO, OH (WTOL) - On the heels of a decision
that will allow a man to stand trial on charges he stabbed
Casey Bucher, a University of Toledo student, to death last
year comes the idea of carrying guns on campus for
protection.

For instance, Tuesday night the UT College
Republicans held a meeting on campus for students
interested in learning more about conceal carry. Anthony
Capser is the political director of the group. He says the
organization doesn't have an official stance on the ban.

"I believe responsible gun ownership is important. And
if people make the decision that it's a good idea, they
should research it some more and possibly get their
license," Capser said.

It's a hot topic that is polarizing, but one that students
are talking about.

"I think it's a horrible idea," Richelle Gray said.
"I think we should be able to carry guns," junior Jamie

Lewis said. "When you restrict students from being able to
carry things, you are just restricting the good people
because the bad people are going to be able to do it
anyway."

Currently, there's a ban on carrying guns around on
campus.

There are many students who don't want classmates
carrying weapons.

"I understand it's a protection thing but I think it would
make me feel more unsafe," senior Megan Clark said. "I
could scare someone and they could mistake me for
something."

Junior Greg Fillous agrees. "They might think
something is happening where something isn't happening.
They pull out their gun. It might get worse than how it is
now."

Senior Tony Bibler thinks not everyone might not be in
the right frame of mind to handle a weapon. "I don't think
they know the ramifications of having a gun and what that
can really do to somebody. It's just not a good thing to
have. I don't feel like."

There have been proposals to get rid of campus carry
bans. So far, nothing's been passed.

http://www.wtol.com/Global/story.asp?S=13526553

10-11-17 Philippine National Police renews call for
permanent gun ban

Citing a dip in crime incidents during the election gun
ban period, the Philippine National Police on Wednesday
renewed its call to prohibit the carrying of firearms amid
opposition from pro-gun groups.

MANILA, Philippines—Citing a dip in crime incidents
during the election gun ban period, the Philippine National
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Police on Wednesday renewed its call to prohibit the
carrying of firearms amid opposition from pro-gun groups.

The proposed permanent gun ban involves limiting the
issuances of permits to carry guns outside of residence
(PTCFOR) as well as strict screening of applicants for
PTCFORs.

“Applicants for permits will be strictly screened and
they have to prove that they are under threat. It will no
longer be a process where every Tom, Dick and Harry will
be able to obtain a firearm license,” said PNP spokesman
Senior Superintendent Agrimero Cruz Jr.

The PNP’s renewed campaign came after recent data
showed that crime incidents dropped by 38.33 percent
during the first eight months of 2010 compared to the same
period in 2009. Data from the PNP-Directorate for
Investigation and Detective Management (DIDM) showed
that 205,604 crime incidents were recorded this year,
compared to 333,416 incidents recorded last year.

"The results were good because of the ongoing gun ban
that was implemented during that time," Cruz told
reporters. The gun ban for the national elections was
implemented from January 10 to June 10.

The PNP also reported a decrease in index crimes
(robbery, murder, homicide) by 27.98 percent and non-
index crimes (violations of ordinances and special laws) by
43.87 percent.

Cruz said the PNP's renewed call was made to the
National Peace and Order Council consisting of several
law enforcement agencies including the PNP, the National
Bureau of Investigation, and the Armed Forces of the
Philippines.

But Cruz clarified, "It's not a total gun ban per se.”
The PNP already aired the same recommendation last

June but it was shot down by several sectors, particularly
gun enthusiasts and pro-gun organizations.

Asked how they will pursue with the campaign given
that President Benigno Aquino III himself was a gun
enthusiast, Cruz said, “We will just leave it to their
[government’s] judgment but we have made our
recommendations.”

http://politics.inquirer.net/politics/view/20101117-
303786/PNP-renews-call-for-permanent-gun-ban

10-11-17 Inquirer Editorial- Blame lax gun laws
The shooting death Thursday of David L. Grove is all

the more appalling since he was the first state wildlife
conservation officer to be slain on the job in nearly a
century.

Police have charged an Adams County man,
Christopher L. Johnson, 27, whom Grove apparently
suspected of poaching.

Friends and family of Grove, 31, are right to consider
this a senseless shooting. After all, how could any
poaching infraction be worth someone's life? But Grove's

death had more to do with lax handgun rules and
enforcement than any hunting dispute.

As a convicted felon barred from owning a firearm,
Johnson would have had no business carrying the .45-
caliber handgun that police say was used to kill Grove. In
fact, police say the shooting may have started because
Johnson knew that he faced possible jail time merely for
being caught with an illegal gun.

This crime shows the tide of illegal guns fuels crimes
across the state - and not just in cities. Yet the National
Rifle Association, and many Harrisburg lawmakers in its
thrall, refuse to take simple steps toward better
enforcement of gun trafficking laws.

A proposal supported by most Pennsylvanians would
require reporting lost and stolen weapons as part of a
strategy to curtail illegal gun sales by buyers who pose as
fronts or so-called straw buyers. It has the support of law
enforcement and mayors in dozens of cities and towns, but
it has gone nowhere in Harrisburg.

Another gun-safety tactic would be to limit handgun
buyers to one a month - once again, to cut down on illegal
trafficking without infringing on anyone's right to legally
own a handgun.

Finally, the state needs to close the so-called Florida
loophole that allows people to acquire out-of-state
handgun licenses even after they have been turned down in
Pennsylvania.

Unfortunately, the election of NRA acolyte Tom
Corbett as governor doesn't bode well for moving ahead
with such sensible gun-safety regulations. But their
enactment would be a fitting tribute to the dedication of
law enforcement officers such as David Grove.

http://www.philly.com/inquirer/opinion/20101117_Inq
uirer_Editorial__Blame_lax_gun_laws.html

10-11-17 Shooting sports offer limitless possibilities
Most sports are inherently biased: usually, individuals

in the peak of physical fitness will go much further than
those of us with a bit less athletic prowess.

But when it comes to shooting sports, there are no
physical advantages: it’s the great equalizer.

“If you’re six feet tall in the third grade, you’d probably
make a good basketball player. But height offers no
advantage in shooting sports,” said Rob Sailer, instructor
at the Red River Regional Marksmanship Center in West
Fargo. “It’s a level playing field.”

In fact, shooting sports are open to anyone, Sailer said,
even those with physical handicaps or other apparent
limitations.

Sailer said the basic premise of shooting sports, and air
pistol in particular, is to shoot at a target and try to hit as
close to the center as consistently as possible. It sounds
simple in theory, but requires much practice, persistence
and patience from participants.
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As far as why anyone would do this, Sailer puts it
simply: “It’s competition. Kids love competition.”

To help introduce youth to the sport, the RRRMC is
teaming up with the West Fargo Park District to offer an
introductory air pistol shooting sports class for children
ages 11-17. Classes begin in January on Thursdays at the
RRRMC, which is located at 640 16th St. N.E. in West
Fargo.

The beginning class is geared toward first-time shooters
who may have little or no previous shooting experience.

“We’ll focus heavily on firearms safety. That should be
the No. 1 priority in any training program,” Sailer said.

Some firearm safety rules include finger off trigger,
muzzle control and being sure of the target, he said. When
students have this down, they will move on to work on
proper sight alignment, trigger control and an introduction
to international style shooting events.

Participants must be accompanied by an adult, and all
equipment for the class will be provided, however they are
asked to bring a sweater or light jacket.

Shooters will be introduced to the “progressive position
pistol program,” Sailer said, which starts participants on a
rest at 10 meters, then gradually graduates them to a
standing position with a counterbalance aid before going to
one-handed shooting.

Sailer said there are benefits to learning shooting
sports.

“It teaches concentration, focus and discipline,” he
said. “You have to practice if you want to get better.”

If youth in the beginner’s program show an aptitude for
shooting sports, an advanced course may also be available
in the future. This program will bring shooters to the next
level, Sailer said.

To register for the air pistol shooting sports program at
RRRMC, visit wfparks.org, or mail or drop off the
registration form at the West Fargo Parks office at 500
13th Ave. W., West Fargo.

http://www.westfargopioneer.com/event/article/id/1739
9/

10-11-17 John Baer- Just in time for Thanksgiving,
Rendell should veto this turkey

OF COURSE Gov. Rendell will veto the Legislature's
efforts to expand gunplay in the city and state by
expanding the Castle Doctrine to allow more use of deadly
force.

As a former district attorney and mayor in a city with
sections where the sound of gunfire is as common as the
sound of traffic, for Rendell to do otherwise would be nuts.

As a governor who sought measures to reduce gun
violence, such as requiring the reporting of lost or stolen
guns or limiting gun sales to one a month, doing otherwise
would be counterintuitive.

And as a politician who advises other politicians of
both parties to "stick to your principles," doing otherwise
would be hypocritical.

So, even though the most he would say at a Capitol
news conference yesterday was, "I'm going to review it,"
he'll veto it.

And, with the Legislature wrapping up for the year,
there will be no time to override.

That's good because while this turkey passed the House
yesterday, 161-35, after passing the Senate last month, 45-
4, it is unneeded, inane, dangerous legislation.

I assume that the governor's only hesitation here is that
the bill, shamelessly, includes Meagan's Law fixes to
better protect kids from predators.

But these are fixes that should have been done earlier in
the year, and can be done early next year.

This bill isn't about kids. It's about nothing but political
pandering to the National Rifle Association in a rural state
where gun control has always meant using both hands.

And it's not even a gun-rights issue.
It's a solution looking for a problem: Castle Doctrine,

the right to defend one's home (castle) with deadly force
already exists.

The legislation just passed extends it to any place any
person has a legal right to be, which, as you might
imagine, presents opportunity to reopen the Wild, Wild
West.

The city's ERs are busy enough, and there are too many
people who do not need another reason or excuse to fire
when ready.

The statewide district attorneys' association,
representing those in the front lines of law enforcement,
opposed the bill.

The association said that expanding the law endangers
lives by promoting a "shoot-first" environment, and also
hands defense attorneys a new weapon in getting bad-guy
shooters off the hook because they felt personally
threatened.

The association's president, Dauphin County D.A. Ed
Marsico, a Republican, called the bill "a defense attorney's
dream."

I mean, ask yourself-on matters of crime and violence
prevention, whom do you trust more, state lawmakers (and
remember their experience is in committing crimes) or
state district attorneys?

This unnecessary supposed remedy for I don't-even-
know- what already has taken up more time than it's worth.

It should go away and not return.
I'm certain the NRA and its bipartisan toadies take

solace in the fact that Gov.-Elect Tom Corbett has said he
would sign Castle Doctrine expansion.

And surely the measure will show up again early next
year on the calendars of the new Legislature.

But the incoming governor and the new Legislature
face a full platter of real issues that range from dealing
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with a projected $4 billion state budget deficit to fulfilling
the promises Republican Corbett made as a candidate.

Tell me where on the list of Pennsylvania's needs does
expanding someone's right to use deadly force fall?

Above cutting the cost of government without harming
genuinely valuable social services?

Above instituting political and legislative reforms to
curb a capital culture marked by greed and self-service?

Above expanding the state's economy to provide more
jobs?

Hardly.
Much has been pledged. Much needs to be done. And

more gunplay just shouldn't be an item on anybody's to-do
list.

http://www.philly.com/dailynews/columnists/john_baer
/20101117_John_Baer__Just_in_time_for_Thanksgiving_
_Rendell_should_veto_this_turkey.html

10-11-17 Nebraska Sen. Mark Christensen plans to
revise Castle Doctrine law

Revising Nebraska's self-defense law -- which by some
accounts is "vague and confusing" -- will be on one
senator's agenda for the 2011 session.

Sen. Mark Christensen of Imperial will try again to get
a form of the Castle Doctrine passed in the state. Last
session, he introduced a bill (LB889), that would have
allowed people to use deadly force to protect themselves,
their families or others in their homes, workplace or
vehicle.

The current self defense law requires a person to retreat
when threatened, if it can be done safely, rather than use
deadly force. It also allows a person who broke into a
home and was subsequently shot and injured to file a civil
lawsuit.

While Christensen's bill did not advance during the
2010 short session, he said a lot of interest and support was
shown, in particular in a section of the bill that would have
abolished civil remedies when self protection was justified.

"Many constituents will want to see changes that fall in
line with the Castle Doctrine, to make sure our statutes do
not interfere with the right to self defense," Christensen
said.

On Tuesday, the Legislature's Judiciary Committee
took up a study resolution on the issue and heard from
representatives with the National Rifle Association and the
Nebraska Firearms Owners Association.

The hearing originally was scheduled to be in McCook,
but moved to Lincoln. Christensen said he had lined up
several law enforcement officers for the McCook hearing
who he said would have testified that the Castle Doctrine
would have no detrimental effects on their operations.

"I think there is a little difference in the perception on
the western side versus the eastern side on this doctrine,"
Christensen said.

Jordan Austin, who appeared on behalf of the NRA,
said the organization still is supportive of making
improvements in Nebraska's self-defense law.

"The current statute is very confusing to read. It's very
detailed, very long. It's spread out over several sections,
which makes it difficult for the ordinary person to
understand," Austin said. "It could be condensed,
consolidated, refined, reformed. That's what we're looking
for, the ability for Nebraska citizens to know what their
rights are clearly."

Twenty-six states have NRA-supported Castle Doctrine
laws, he said.

A new draft of the law would address previous
concerns of the committee and any loopholes or gaps, he
said, in which unnecessary violence could take place.

Chris Zeeb, with the Nebraska Firearms Owners
Association, said a presumption should be established that
if a person is entering someone else's home unlawfully, the
homeowner should be able to presume the intruder is there
to cause death or serious injury. It is unreasonable to wait
until the intruder uses or threatens deadly force, as
currently is required, he said.

There still are a lot of questions about Castle Doctrine
laws and how they would apply in different situations.

For instance, committee Chairman Brad Ashford
questioned how the law would apply at a political rally,
where tempers are flaring as they have in the past year or
two over various issues. How does a law define reasonable
fear of injury or death in that situation?

He also has concerns about potential injury to
bystanders when the law is applied outside the home, he
said.

"It's some of the residual issues that we have to think
about," Ashford said.

Omaha Sen. Brenda Council said she had problems
with a number of aspects of the bill introduced last session,
including the allowance of deadly force against a stranger
banging on a homeowner's door in the middle of the night.
Or allowing deadly force against an intruder who is
retreating from the home, or is in the yard.

There are millions of situations that can occur in which
someone is aggressive, Ashford said.

"Finding the right words and the right circumstances to
cover the law is a challenge," Ashford said

http://journalstar.com/news/local/govt-and-
politics/article_59f5c8ae-ac2b-5be7-a781-
47430346e508.html

10-11-16 N.J.'s 320 killings last year were fewest
since 2000

The Uniform Crime Report also recorded a 9 percent
drop in the state's overall crime rate.

TRENTON - New Jersey's murder rate reached its
lowest level in a decade last year, and its overall crime rate
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dropped 9 percent, according to the 2009 Uniform Crime
Report released Thursday.

Last year, 320 murders were reported, down from 376
in 2008. In 2000, 288 were reported.

In Camden, there were 34 homicides last year, down
from 54 in 2008. With six weeks to go this year, there have
been 33.

The overall crime rate dropped 11 percent last year in
Camden and Gloucester Counties and 3 percent in
Burlington County.

Statewide, violent crime fell 4 percent, from 28,281
reported incidents to 27,108. It was the eighth consecutive
year that the crime rate had decreased.

Rapes and aggravated assaults also were down.
"Our latest crime data show reductions in just about all

major categories of crime. This is testimony to the skill
and dedication of the men and women of our law
enforcement community," state Attorney General Paula
Dow said. "While I am encouraged by this downward trend
in the overall crime index and violent crime, law
enforcement will have to continue to work even harder and
smarter, especially during this economic crisis facing our
state and nation."

According to the report, robbery was the motive in
about half of all killings.

A third of all murder victims knew their assailants, and
firearms were used more than two-thirds of the time. Eight
percent of victims were killed by a relative.

Like the overall crime rate, the number of arrests for
weapons offenses, 4,770, was down 9 percent, but more
than a quarter of those arrested were juveniles.

The total crime rate for the state was 23.9 victims for
every 1,000 residents, compared with 26.2 in 2008.

In Camden, overall violent crime was up slightly, from
1,791 incidents to 1,885. Newark had 80 homicides last
year, up from 69 in 2008, and Trenton had 18 homicides -
one fewer than in 2008.
http://www.philly.com/philly/news/new_jersey/20101119_
N_J__s_320_killings_last_year_were_fewest_since_2000.
html

10-11-16 Pennsylvania lawmakers send 'Castle
Doctrine' to Gov. Ed Rendell

Whether Pennsylvanians legally can shoot an attacker
in their driveway or outside their office without first trying
to retreat rests in the hands of Gov Ed Rendell.

State House lawmakers sent Rendell a bill Monday that
would expand a person’s self-defense rights. The bill
would remove the duty to retreat before using deadly force
against an attacker, except under certain circumstances.

It would broaden the so-called “castle doctrine” so that
it applies beyond homes and vehicles to driveways, outside
someone’s place of employment and state parks.

Republicans and Democrats supported the bill in the
House; it passed 161-35. All midstate House lawmakers
voted in favor of it.

But Rendell, a Democrat and former Philadelphia
district attorney, said he’s unsure if he will sign the bill.

Rendell said he’s reviewing the legislation.
“I support the castle doctrine. I support the right to use

deadly force on an intruder in a person’s home,” Rendell
said at a Capitol news conference Tuesday. “I think that’s
in a totally different category.

“What this would do is expand the castle doctrine to
outside the home, to a city street, for example, and
eliminate the principle of law that we’ve had since English
common law: the duty to retreat.”

Rendell said he worries the measure would open the
door to more violence in a society riddled with it.

But his decision is complicated. The castle doctrine
expansion was inserted into widely supported legislation
aimed at closing loopholes in the state’s Megan’s Law sex-
offender reporting system.

This provision of the bill would require sex offenders
who are homeless and those who move into Pennsylvania
from another state to register with law enforcement
officials here.

“I have to weigh all the equities before deciding what to
do,” Rendell said.

Rendell has 10 days to act on the bill from the time he
receives it. Without action, the bill becomes law. As of
Tuesday evening, the bill had not reached his desk, a
spokesman said.

State Rep. Scott Perry, R-Dillsburg, who sponsored the
original castle doctrine measure, urged Rendell to sign the
plan into law.

Perry said he heard a lot from constituents on this issue,
and nearly all favored the self-defense expansion.

Only a few individuals he heard from opposed the plan.
The rest of the opposition came from organizations, such
as the Pennsylvania District Attorneys Association, and
law enforcement groups, including one called Police
Chiefs Against Illegal Firearms.

“I’m against illegal firearms, too,” Perry said. “That’s
not what we’re talking about. We’re talking about the
rights of law-abiding, free citizens to defend themselves. I
don’t know why that’s so hard for these individuals and
associations to understand.”

But prosecutors say not many people wind up on the
wrong side of the legal system because they truly were
defending themselves.

Dauphin County District Attorney Edward M. Marsico
Jr. disputes the claims of the bill’s supporters that the issue
is ensuring self-defense rights.

“This is a solution in search of a problem,” Marsico
said. “Law-abiding citizens are not getting charged by
police for protecting themselves in dangerous situations, so
there’s no need for [this bill]. The current law works well.”
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Marsico, who also is president of the Pennsylvania
District Attorneys Association, said the bill gives savvy
defense attorneys a new loophole to get criminals out of
trouble when they’re involved in shootings.

Rendell said Tuesday he is in talks with Marsico as he
weighs the pros and cons of the bill.

Some Democrats, including the Megan’s Law bill
sponsor, voted against the bill because the gun-rights
provision was amended to a measure aimed at protecting
children.

Rep. Rick Taylor, D-Montgomery, who was defeated in
the Nov. 2 election, ended up voting against his own bill.

“I was trying to make lives in Pennsylvania safer and
protect the most vulnerable citizens,” he said. “It is not
going to make children safer, but put more children at
risk.”

http://www.pennlive.com/midstate/index.ssf/2010/11/p
ennsylvania_lawmakers_send_ca.html

10-11-16 Brady Center Applauds Obama
Administration Nomination of ATF Director

Washington, D.C. - The Brady Center to Prevent Gun
Violence today applauded the Obama Administration’s
announcement that a director has been nominated to
oversee the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and
Explosives (ATF). If confirmed, Andrew Traver -
currently Special Agent in Charge of the Chicago office of
the ATF- would be the agency’s first full-fledged director
since 2006.

“We are pleased that President Obama is moving
forward with a nominee to lead the ATF. This long-
needed appointment is welcome news,” said Paul Helmke,
President of the Brady Center.

In August, the Brady Center to Prevent Gun Violence
issued a report calling on President Obama to name a
director to the nation’s top law enforcement agency.

“Three months ago, we urged the President to fill this
crucial position,” said Helmke. “This job was left vacant
at a time when thousands of Americans were being shot,
illegal gun trafficking from here was fueling violence in
Mexico, and extremists were turning to guns to wage
terrorist attacks. Meanwhile, the director-less ATF had
been weakened by understaffing and a serious lack of
modern crime-fighting tools.”

If confirmed, Traver would be taking over an agency
that is “under siege” by the gun lobby and its allies in
Congress. The National Rifle Association and the gun
industry are supporting legislation - the misnamed ATF
“Reform and Firearms Modernization” Act - that would
dramatically weaken ATF’s ability to even further shut
down corrupt gun dealers and stop gun traffickers.

“Past ATF directors have been crucial advocates for
strong law enforcement authority to combat gun trafficking
and gun violence. They have spoken publicly, testified
before Congress, and advocated within their

Administrations about the need for strong gun laws,”
continued Helmke. “If Mr. Traver is confirmed, we are
hopeful that he will be a strong voice for the strengthening
and effective enforcement of our gun laws.”
http://www.bradycampaign.org/media/press/view/1321/

10-11-16 Rendell: Expanding Castle Doctrine would
'precipitate additional violence'

Gov. Ed Rendell said he'll review the amendment
passed by the House on Monday expanding the the so-
called Castle Doctrine.

The governor said some Democrats had urged him to
veto it, which had been attached to the Megan's Law bill.
Rendell said he'll meet with Dauphin County District
Attorney Ed Marsico to find the balance with the views of
the Pennsylvania District Attorney Association on the
legislation.

Rendell said he supports the Castle Doctrine but not
expanding it.

"What this would do is expand the Castle Doctrine
outside of the House, in the street for example, eliminating
the principal of law that we had since English common
law, our duty to retreat, and I think it would precipitate
additional violence," said the governor.

Rendell said society is too violent as is.
http://www.whptv.com/news/local/story/Rendell-
Expanding-Castle-Doctrine-
would/I5hzE_xoM02i7jmP2VJCUw.cspx

10-11-16 Pa. killing highlights dangers facing game
wardens

David Grove was a member of the "thin green line" _
one of the wildlife officers who work mostly alone, often
in forests, at night, in the cold and in close range of people
who almost always are carrying guns.

Police say the 31-year-old warden was apprehending an
armed poacher last week in the kind of encounter that he
and his colleagues often worry about _ the kind he had
recently written a news article about, after a young suspect
escaped but later turned himself in.

"I hope Justin will learn from his encounters with me
and realize that breaking game laws and poaching will
never do anything good for him in his life," Grove wrote in
the November issue of Pennsylvania Game News.

Thursday night, Grove caught a felon poaching deer
with a spotlight near Gettysburg, pulled him over and was
shot four times, police said. He was the first Pennsylvania
game warden killed in the line of duty in 95 years, but the
occupation remains hazardous by its very nature.

The North American Wildlife Enforcement Officers
Association says about 70 wildlife officers in the United
States have died in the line of duty since 1980, more than a
dozen of them from accidental or malicious killings.

"Everybody we deal with has a firearm," said Richard
Cramer, the association's vice president and a land
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management supervisor for the Pennsylvania Game
Commission. Often, game wardens are "encountering folks
out to intentionally break the law with firearms."

In 2007, Texas game warden Justin Hurst, 34, was
fatally shot with an assault rifle while pursuing a man
suspected of illegally hunting from the road. In 2002,
Alabama game warden Jimmy Hutto was shot while
assisting drug task forces investigating a
methamphetamine operation and died weeks later.

This past February, the killer of Florida wildlife officer
Margaret "Peggy" Park in 1984 was executed. Park was
shot with her own gun by a burglar on probation as she
patrolled a wooded area. In March, a 37-year-old federal
wildlife officer, Chris Upton, was shot and killed when a
Georgia hunter mistook him for a coyote.

For much of the year, a wildlife officer deals with
complaints about nuisance animals including bears,
raccoons and skunks. In the fall hunting season, the work
changes to monitoring for illegal hunting.

"You would run into people who were drunk, out
hunting, trying to spotlight a deer, or on drugs," said Bill
Bower, a former Pennsylvania wildlife conservation
officer who retired in 2002 after 35 years in Bradford
County, in the rural north-central part of the state. "So it's
always in the back of your mind that this could get
dangerous."

Backup could be an hour or more away, and in some
cases meant getting out of bed in the middle of the night
when a farmer called to say he'd seen someone hunting
illegally, Bower recalled.

"I'd jump up and take off, with my wife saying, "Be
careful, be careful,'" said Bower, 71.

In Grove's case, he called in the license plate number of
the suspect, Christopher L. Johnson, before the shooting,
police said. That gave them a critical piece of information.

Authorities say Grove had Johnson, 27, partially
handcuffed before the shooting. The suspect told police he
fled with the handcuffs locked on his left wrist and shot
them off himself, according to a police affidavit. He was
arrested the next day at a hunting camp.

In an interview over the weekend with The Associated
Press, Grove's older brother reflected on the intertwined
fate of his family with the suspect's.

"I don't know him from Adam, but he's a part of our life
now and will be forever," said Chad Grove, of
Martinsburg, W.Va. "But honestly, I don't think about him
very much. I think more about my brother, and you pull out
the pictures and look at the good times and the fish we
caught and the turkeys we killed and the deer we shot. You
hold on to what you have."

In his article for Game News, Grove wrote about
heading out for night surveillance duty with Joe, an
applicant to become a deputy game warden.

They saw the flash of a spotlight about a mile away and
heard the report of a large-caliber rifle. They drove toward
the sound, soon surprising two men in a sports car.

"The driver's first words were, 'We didn't shoot,'" Grove
wrote. "I again asked for the gun and spotlight, and the
driver just looked at me with a blank stare and then put the
car into reverse."

Though Justin escaped and later turned himself in,
Grove noted that he stumbled onto the same duo later that
deer season _ hunting illegally.

Most hunters Bower dealt with were gentlemen, he
said. Other times, they would swear at or threaten him.

"Things like that back 20 years ago wouldn't mean
much," Bower said, "but today if you told a police officer
that, you might have a big problem."

http://journalstar.com/news/national/article_21a4b8e7-
d896-57a9-a260-40bd36df9039.html

10-11-15 Suspected Calif. police killer charged with
murder

A convicted felon accused in the ambush shooting
death of a Southern California police officer was charged
Monday with murder, vehicle theft and being a felon in
possession of a firearm.

Earl Ellis Green, 44, of Rubidoux also faces special
circumstance allegations in the death of Officer Ryan
Bonaminio that could make him eligible for the death
penalty if convicted.

Riverside County District Attorney Rod Pacheco said
he will make a decision about seeking the death penalty
within two weeks, after a team of investigators looks into
the defendant's background.

A judge postponed Green's arraignment until next
month after the public defenders office requested time to
have him evaluated by a psychotherapist. The public
defender also asked the judge to impose a gag order on the
prosecution.

Riverside Superior Court Judge Roger Luebs set a Nov.
30 hearing on that issue and sealed search warrant
affidavits in the case until then.

A call to the public defenders office was not
immediately returned Monday.

Deputy District Attorney Michael Hestrin declined to
comment after the hearing.

Police said it appeared Bonaminio, 27, was ambushed
Nov. 7 after he pulled over the driver of a stolen big-rig
cab and was led down a dark path into a park. Green may
have used the officer's gun, police said.

Green hit Bonaminio several times with a metal bar
before taking his service weapon, Pacheco told The
Associated Press.

"The officer was pleading for his life when he shot
him," the prosecutor said, citing witness accounts.

Pacheco believes the attacker chose to take the life of
the officer.
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"He could have run, he could have taken off, he could
have gotten out of there safely, but he clearly decided he
had to murder this guy," the prosecutor said.

Investigators said a fingerprint on the abandoned truck
led them to Green, who was arrested at a Riverside
shopping center.

Green has served time for vehicle theft, receiving stolen
property and battery on a police officer, and was sentenced
to three years in prison in 2007 for committing vandalism
that caused more than $400 in damage.

Bonaminio was born and raised in Riverside, a city of
300,000 people 60 miles east of Los Angeles. He returned
to his hometown to be a police officer after serving Army
tours in Iraq and Germany.

Funeral services will be held Tuesday for Bonaminio,
who will be buried in Riverside National Cemetery.

http://journalstar.com/news/national/article_ad2ba42a-
c213-5300-b8f7-795f8deaebc4.html

10-11-14 MO Personal Tasers ban might become
Second Amendment issues

A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security
of a free State, the right of the people to keep and bear
arms, shall not be infringed.”

— Second Amendment, United States Constitution.
COLUMBIA — If Columbia voters decide on Nov. 2 to

outlaw Taser use in the city by approving Proposition 2,
private residents as well as law enforcement would be
prohibited from using them.

Tasers and stun guns are available for private use, and
they can be purchased at sporting goods and electronics
stores for $50 to $360, depending on the model.

Because they are sold as self-defense weapons, a ban
on Tasers and similar devices could violate the Second
Amendment, which has been interpreted to guarantee
individuals the right to keep and bear arms for lawful uses
such as self-defense.

Barry McKenzie, manager of Target Masters in
Columbia, said that Tasers and stun guns are arms and that
they are protected by the Second Amendment.

“We feel people have a right to defend themselves, and
a lot of times they don’t want to go the extra step to a
gun,” McKenzie said. “If that’s what they want to do, they
should be able to have one.”

McKenzie said Target Masters sells 20 to 30 stun guns
a year at $50 to $100 each, and “a couple” of Tasers a year
at around $350.

“We don’t sell a lot. A lot of people consider them too
expensive, so when the price gets up around that level, a
lot of people will decide to buy a handgun.”

McKenzie said all kinds of people buy Tasers and stun
guns. “Professors buy them, guys will buy them for their
wives, people who go walking, just everyday citizens.”

He said a large segment of his sales are to fathers
buying protection for their daughters as they head off to
college.

The United States Supreme Court's definition of "arms"
may include Tasers. In the 2008 case District of Columbia
vs. Heller, the court in a landmark decision struck down
the District of Columbia's strict rules regarding handgun
ownership. It ruled that federal enclaves cannot override
federal law concerning Second Amendment rights. It
stopped short in that case of ruling on whether states or
municipalities could do so.

The Heller case for the first time brought a Supreme
Court ruling — written by Justice Antonin Scalia — that
actually defined “arms” in terms of the Second
Amendment.

Scalia wrote that an “arm” must meet three
criteria: First, it must be “bearable,” which means a person
must be able to carry it around. Second, it must be used for
lawful purposes, such as self-defense. And third, it must be
in “common use.”

Legal analyst Ron F. Wright argued in a 2008 Albany
Law Journal of Science and Technology article that Tasers
fit all three of these definitions.

Between 1991 and 2007, TASER International sold an
estimated 120,000 Tasers to private citizens, which Wright
said meets the “common use” criterion.

That, according to Wright’s rationale, could affect the
Columbia ordinance.

“Tasers meet the criteria set forth in that case; Taser
prohibitions would ultimately be invalidated.”

Columbia City Attorney Fred Boeckmann said Tasers
“could be” considered arms in a Second Amendment
context. “I can’t speak with authority on it, but I recognize
it is a problem.”

The proposed ordinance in Columbia could avoid
Second Amendment scrutiny because it bans only the use
— and not possession — of Tasers.

The proposed ordinance would make it a class A
misdemeanor to use or threaten to use a Taser or stun gun
inside the city limits.

But Boeckmann said that if someone were to use one in
self-defense, that person might not be prosecuted. “It
would depend on the prosecutor and whether he thought
the case merited prosecution.”

Columbia attorney Ed Berg, who represents People for
a Taser-Free Columbia, said self-defense is the key.

"If someone is in your house or car and threatening you,
it would be self-defense. The only thing you would have to
prove is self-defense,” Berg said. “I can’t imagine any
prosecuting attorney prosecuting that.”

The proposed Taser ban appears on the Nov. 2 ballot.
http://www.columbiamissourian.com/stories/2010/10/1

4/personal-taser-ownership-could-become-second-
amendment-issue/print/



Page 63

10-11-13 Emergency Town Hall Meeting Addresses
Gun Violence

PITTSBURGH (KDKA) – There was a call to action in
the local African American community today in response
to the recent shootings and gun violence involving young
males.

An emergency Town Hall Meeting brought dozens of
concerned residents out as the search for answers
continues.

Rev. Glenn Grayson says he wants every young person
in Pittsburgh to promise to never touch a gun in honor of
his son Jeron Grayson.

It was nearly a month ago that Grayson, an 18-year-old
student at Hampton University in Virginia, was killed
when shots were fired at a party he was attending at
California University of Pennsylvania.

Last month, the suspect, 19-year-old Keith Jones, was
ordered to stand trial for criminal homicide

The emergency meeting brought dozens together to find
solutions to a problem that’s destroying families and
communities. Many parents, who have lost children to
violence, were in attendance.

“Opening up the churches, opening up the schools,
getting Grant Street and some of our public officials to
understand,” said Rashad Byrdsong, of the Community
Empowerment Association. “We have to understand; we
have to bring these kids into training.”

Some parents who have lost children say they blame
guns and want children to think twice about using them.

“All these people that got guns, it’s just too easy to get
guns,” said Victoria Green, who lost her son to violence. “I
don’t understand why it’s happening.”

Still, communities must find a way to reach young
people and change hearts and minds.

“If you don’t have a relationship with a young person
then your chance of impacting them – causing them to
change their behavior – is very small,” added Dr. Lamar
Lee, a retired school administrator.

http://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2010/11/13/emergency-
town-hall-meeting-addresses-gun-violence/

10-11-12 Alloway hopes to finish up Castle Doctrine
The state House of Representatives will return for a

voting session next week, a move being applauded by Sen.
Richard Alloway II.

Alloway, R-Waynesboro, is urging a floor vote on
legislation to expand the Castle Doctrine in Pennsylvania.
House Bill 1926 passed the state Senate last month.

The bill, supported by many gun advocates, eliminates
the obligation for citizens to retreat when confronted by
intruders in areas "where they have a right to be," such as
their homes or cars.

Current state law requires a person to retreat under
those conditions. If they shoot an intruder without first

attempting to retreat as far as they can, they could face
criminal charges.

"Leaders in the House deserve to be commended for
their decision to return to voting session next week to
complete work on a number of pressing issues for
Pennsylvania residents," Alloway said. "I am hopeful that
they will address House Bill 1926 to help protect the rights
of law-abiding gun owners before wrapping up the 2009-
10 legislative session."

House Bill 1926, which passed the Senate on Oct. 14
with what Alloway called "broad bipartisan support,"
would remove the "duty to retreat" clause when an
individual is threatened by an attacker in any place that
individual has a right to be, including the individual's home
or vehicle.

Alloway said the bill would provide important
protections against criminal prosecution or civil litigation
for those who act in self-defense.
http://www.publicopiniononline.com/localnews/ci_166006
62

10-11-12 Game commission officer slain; suspect
didn't want to return to prison

A 27-year-old Carroll Valley man told police he opened
fire on a Pennsylvania wildlife conservation officer
Thursday night because he is a convicted felon and did not
want to go back to prison for illegally possessing a firearm,
according to court documents filed Friday.

Following a nightlong manhunt, Christopher Lynn
Johnson was in police custody by 9:40 a.m. Friday, and by
Friday night he was jailed in Adams County prison, with
prosecutors saying he is likely to face the death penalty for
allegedly killing wildlife conservation officer David
Grove, 31, of Fairfield.

Adams County District Attorney Shawn Wagner said
Johnson will face charges including first-degree murder for
allegedly killing a law-enforcement officer intentionally.

"If a law-enforcement officer is intentionally killed in
the line of duty, that is grounds to seek the death penalty,"
he said. "I can assure you that here in Adams County, if an
individual intentionally kills a law-enforcement officer in
the line of duty, we will seek the death penalty."

Asked if he knew he had shot a police officer, Johnson
replied "No, I thought it was a game warden," according to
the documents filed Friday with Magisterial District Judge
Mark D. Beauchat.

Police said Johnson, 16 Ski Run Trail, used a .45-
caliber handgun to shoot Grove while being detained for
suspicion of poaching deer in the 300 block of Schriver
Road in Freedom Township at about 10:30 Thursday night.

At a news conference Friday afternoon, Pennsylvania
State Police Commissioner Col. Frank Pawlowski
described the shooting as "a ferocious exchange of
gunfire."
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An autopsy preformed Friday determined Grove was
shot four times -- three times to his lower extremities --
and died from a gunshot wound to his neck, Adams County
Coroner Pat Felix said. The manner of death was officially
ruled a homicide, she added.

Grove returned fire and shot Johnson in the hip, police
said.

Johnson was taken to York Hospital following the
arrest for treatment of the wound, then taken to Adams
County prison, police said.

Johnson had been spotlighting deer Thursday evening
with Ryan Laumann, 19, Fairfield, court documents state.
Johnson had shot a deer with a .22-caliber rifle in the area
of Red Rock and Schriver roads around 10:30 p.m. when
the two observed headlights approaching from behind at a
high rate of speed, court documents said.

Pennsylvania Game Commission Southcentral Region
Director Robert Criswell said at a news conference that
officers on Friday recovered a spike buck believed to be
the animal in question.

Laumann told police he and Johnson took off onto
Schriver Road and then were pulled over by someone they
thought was a Game Commission officer, according to the
documents. Johnson then told Laumann that he wasn't
going back to prison and that he had a .45-caliber pistol on
him, the documents state.

Johnson and Laumann were ordered out of the truck
and stood by the driver's side door. Grove asked Johnson
to walk backward toward him, which he did, police said.

Laumann told police that he then heard Johnson say
"What's this all about" and heard the sound of handcuffs
clicking. He said he then heard shouting between Johnson
and the officer and immediately heard a "pop, pop, pop"
sound. Laumann said he "observed Johnson fire at least
three rounds from his .45-caliber pistol at the officer,"
according to court documents. He said he saw both
Johnson and Grove fall to the ground.

Laumann also told police that Johnson then ran over to
him and stated "I've been hit" as he held his right hand on
his stomach area. They then both got in the truck and fled
the scene, according to court documents. Two to three
minutes later, Laumann said, he asked Johnson to pull over
and let him out, which he did.

Johnson told police he fled the scene with a handcuff
on his right wrist and had shot it off in the area where he
left the truck, near Rattlesnake and Cold Springs roads,
court documents state.

Before being shot, Grove had called for backup and
radioed in the license plate number of the vehicle, police
said.

Adams County Control dispatched additional officers to
the scene to provide assistance, and Pawlowski said
Cumberland Township police were at the scene within two
minutes.

Still, Pawlowski said, in that small time Johnson and
Laumann had fled, and officers found Grove "fatally
injured" at the scene.

Grove was later pronounced dead at the scene at 11:12
p.m., according to the coroner.

Pawlowski said Johnson and the other man parted ways
after fleeing the scene, with Johnson continuing on foot,
injured and limping. He eventually sought help from a
passing motorist, and was taken by car to a hunting cabin
on Orrtanna Road.

What Johnson had no way of knowing at the time,
Pawlowski said Friday, was that police had been tracking
various leads all night, and officers were stationed at
several locations -- including the cabin -- in case Johnson
decided to flee there.

When he arrived at the site, Johnson was taken into
custody without incident.

Pawlowski said Grove's license plate information was
essential to the investigation.

"It shows how good this officer was," Pawlowski said.
"He called in the license plate number. That was a critical
piece of information."

Neighbors at the scene along Orrtanna Road said they
first heard a helicopter overhead around 1 a.m. on Friday,
with more noises throughout the night. Vickie Arrington,
who lives across the street from the hunting cabin, said the
sun then rose Friday morning to a solid wall of police cars
and ambulances out her front window, lined across the
usually quiet woods.

"I was horrified," she said. "I was so scared when I saw
that I checked that the door was locked. I didn't know what
to do."

At Friday's news conference, Criswell remembered
Grove as an avid outdoorsman who enjoyed hunting,
fishing and a round of golf, and who came to the
commission with a degree from Penn State in wildlife and
fisheries science. Grove was assigned to Adams County --
where he covered the southern half of the county -- in
March 2008, Criswell said, and served in Franklin County
prior to that duty.

Criswell said he spoke to Grove's family earlier in the
day, and said they were doing "as well as can be expected
under the circumstances."

Pawlowski said the shooting was the most unfortunate
of reminders of the dangers Game Commission officers
must face. These men and women are out on dark roads at
night, often confronting armed individuals, Pawlowski
said, attempting to keep the woods safe and ensure rules
are followed.

"That's the dangerous nature of this kind of work, every
single day," he said.

Criswell said Grove loved his job, and was always
proud to count himself among the few that make up "the
thin green line" out in those woods every night. The
Pennsylvania Game Commission came into existence in



Page 65

1895, and in that time only three officers and been killed
by a gun in the line of duty, Criswell said.

The last of those was in 1915, he said.
"We're all professionals, and we'll deal with the

emotional part of this later," he said. "We all know when
we take the oath this is possible."

District Attorney Wagner said because of the first-
degree murder charge prosecutors intend to file, Johnson
will be held without bail, with an arraignment to follow.

Johnson was charged Friday afternoon with criminal
homicide, persons not to possess firearms, flight to avoid
apprehension, firearms not to be carried without license,
possessing instruments of crime, resisting or interfering
with an officer, unlawful use of lights while hunting, and
unlawful killing or taking of big game.

Toward the end of the press conference, Sgt. Jonathan
Mays, commander of the Gettysburg barracks, also spoke
about the keen loss law-enforcement officers feel every
time they lose one of their own.

Earlier this week we stopped to honor those who've
fought bravely for our country, Mays said. And today, on a
perfect Friday afternoon, he said, we now must pause
again to honor another of the fallen.

"Last night, we lost a local law-enforcement hero," he
said, as the flags in front of the station fluttered at half-
mast. "It's always a very difficult thing."
http://www.publicopiniononline.com/ci_16600684?source
=rss_emailed

10-11-12 State Game Commission's Statement On
Officer's Death

The state Game Commission released this statement
Friday morning.

Pennsylvania Game Commission Wildlife Conservation
Officer (WCO) David L. Grove was shot and killed in the
line of duty while on patrol around 10:30 p.m., on Nov. 11,
along Shrivers Road in Freedom Township, Adams
County. Grove, age 31, of Fairfield, Adams County, was
investigating reports of ongoing night-time shooting and
possible poaching activity in the area.

The Pennsylvania State Police is leading the
investigation into the killing of WCO Grove.

Prior to this incident, the last Game Commission
Officer to have been shot and killed in the line of duty was
Game Protector Joseph McHugh in Weatherly, Carbon
County, on Nov. 7, 1915.

"We are shocked and saddened by the killing of WCO
Grove," said Carl G. Roe, Game Commission executive
director. "He was a bright, young officer who was
dedicated to conserving Pennsylvania's wildlife resources,
and promoting our state's rich hunting and trapping
heritage.

"Our prayers and thoughts go out to WCO Grove's
family and friends, as we mourn the loss of one of our
own."

A graduate of the 27th Class of the Game
Commission’s Ross Leffler School of Conservation, Grove
was commissioned a full-time Wildlife Conservation
Officer on March 8, 2008, and assigned to the southern
district of Adams County.

Before being appointed a WCO Cadet, Grove had
served as a Deputy WCO in Franklin County, from 2001
until 2007. Grove also worked at the Penn State University
Deer Research Facility in University Park, Centre County,
from 2003 until 2004.

Grove graduated, in 1997, from Grace Academy in
Hagerstown, Maryland, and he attended Appalachian Bible
College, in Bradley, West Virginia, from 1997 until 1999.
In 2004, Grove earned a bachelor’s degree in wildlife and
fisheries science from Penn State University.

WCOs are responsible for administering a wide variety
of Game Commission programs within an assigned district
of about 350 square miles. Primary duties include law
enforcement, responding to wildlife conflicts, conservation
education, and administration of the Hunter-Trapper
Education program. Officers also are responsible for
supervising and training part-time Deputy Wildlife
Conservation Officers.

After being accepted to the agency’s Ross Leffler
School of Conservation, WCO Cadets are required to
complete an intensive 50-week training program. Major
subject areas of instruction include: wildlife management;
law enforcement; principles and methods; wildlife laws
and regulations; land management practices; public
relations and conservation education; firearms training and
unarmed self-defense; and agency administrative
procedures. In addition to classroom studies, the training
program includes temporary field assignments with
experienced officers. Field training provides cadets with
practical experience in law enforcement and other duties
performed by Wildlife Conservation Officers.

Upon successfully completing the training program,
WCO cadets are promoted to the position of Wildlife
Conservation Officer and are assigned to fill vacancies
throughout the Commonwealth. WCOs work under the
supervision of a Region Director and supervisory staff, and
generally work 40 hours per week and are eligible for
overtime under certain conditions. Hours of work vary and
often include nights, weekends and holidays.

In 1930, Ross Leffler, the then-president of the
Pennsylvania Board of Game Commissioners, proposed
the establishment of a training school for "Game
Protectors," as they were called at that time. When the
training school opened its doors in Brockway, Jefferson
County, in 1932, it was the first such conservation officer
training school in the world and served as a model for
other states.

From 1932 until 1935, the Ross Leffler School of
Conservation offered in-service training for Game
Protectors. The Game Commission made the school a
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permanent facility and enrolled its first class of Cadets in
1936. The agency continued training new classes at this
facility until 1986. In 1987, the training school was moved
to the Harrisburg headquarters, which had just opened the
doors to its current facility in Susquehanna Township,
Dauphin County

http://www.wgal.com/news/25771413/detail.html

10-11-11 Bank Robbery Suspect Returns To Check
Balance

Bank tellers in Harrisburg got a surprise when the man
accused of robbing them twice came back to check his
account balance.

A teller at the PNC Bank at Kline Village recognized
Theodore Davenport Jr. when he checked his account
Wednesday afternoon.

He robbed the bank twice in the past month, police said
Davenport was convicted of robbing the same bank in

January 2003.
http://www.wgal.com/r/25756446/detail.html

10-11-11 Constables Take Creative Approach To
Catching Criminals

CONNELLSVILLE (KDKA) – Two constables in
Fayette County, tired of being eluded by criminals, took a
new and creative approach to serving warrants Wednesday.

Rocky Younkin and Hubie Coleman say they borrowed
a Steelers-themed van from Country Motors in
Connellsville and rolled up to serve warrants with the
Steelers fight song blaring.

Instead of running away, the people who they were
looking for came out to see the van and check out the
commotion.

The constables say they didn’t even have to get out of
the van on a few occasions.

The constables arrested 10 people during last night’s
warrant sweep. That’s roughly double the number they
normally take into custody.

However, now that their cover is blown, the two say
they plan to come up with new ideas to creatively catch
criminals.

http://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2010/11/11/constables-
take-creative-approach-to-catching-criminals/

10-11-10 Fed Jury Indicts Teen In 'Barefoot Bandit'
Thefts

SEATTLE --The teenager accused of being the
"Barefoot Bandit" has been indicted on an array of charges
following an alleged two-year crime spree from
Washington state to the Caribbean that drew widespread
attention as well as movie and book offers.

A federal grand jury Wednesday indicted Colton
Harris-Moore, 19, on five counts, including interstate
transportation of a stolen aircraft and being a fugitive in

possession of a firearm, the U.S. Attorney's Office
announced.

Harris-Moore faces up to 10 years in prison each on
four of the counts. He remains in a federal detention center
in SeaTac, Wash., and is scheduled to be arraigned on the
indictment Nov. 18.

"The grand jury action today is an important step in
holding Colton Harris-Moore accountable for his criminal
conduct," said U.S. Attorney Jenny A. Durkan.

A message left with Harris-Moore's attorney, John
Henry Browne, was not immediately returned.

Harris-Moore, a self-taught pilot, is suspected in more
than 80 crimes across nine states since authorities say he
walked away from a halfway house in April 2008, many of
them in Washington's bucolic islands. He grew up in
Camano Island, a quiet rural community in the Puget
Sound north of Seattle.

After a two-year run from the law, he was caught July
10 in the Bahamas, a week after authorities say he crash-
landed an airplane stolen from an Indiana airport.
Bahamian authorities launched an extensive manhunt for
the teenager and arrested him as he tried to flee in a boat.

Harris-Moore was deported by the Bahamas to the U.S.
after pleading guilty to illegally entering the island nation
east of Miami. The U.S. embassy paid a $300 fine on his
behalf.

Harris-Moore's alleged hometown exploits garnered
attention in Washington state. But his notoriety took off
after his alleged daring escape to the Caribbean.

Executives from movie and television production
companies inquired about his story, prompting his mother -
Pam Kohler - to hire a well-known entertainment lawyer to
help her field unsolicited offers. A Harris-Moore fan club
on Facebook boasts more than 23,000 members.

Police dubbed Harris-Moore the "Barefoot Bandit"
because investigators say they found footprints identified
as his at several crime scenes.

The grand jury focused on four different incidents. In
one, Harris-Moore is accused of stealing a Cessna from
Idaho and flying it to Washington state in September 2009.
He's also accused of stealing a boat from Washington and
sailing it to Oregon in May of this year.

Prosecutors also say Harris-Moore stole a .32 caliber
pistol in Canada and carried it to the United States.

http://www.wgal.com/news/25752387/detail.html

10-11-10 Tattoo Artist Shaw Arrested On NYC
Weapons Charges

NEW YORK -- Noted tattoo artist Jonathan Shaw
cultivates an outlaw image, and now prosecutors say it's
for real: He was charged Monday with stashing a horde of
guns, knives and ammunition in a storage locker.

Shaw, a son of the late jazz giant Artie Shaw, was
trying to ship a loaded AK-47 assault rifle, three other
firearms, 96 knives and more than 2,800 rounds of
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ammunition to his Los Angeles home when a mover called
authorities, prosecutors said. He was charged under state
laws that require permits for certain guns and generally bar
people from having loaded guns outside their homes or
workplaces, among other restrictions.

Defense lawyer Brian T. Pakett said Shaw has receipts
to show all the weapons were bought legally 15 or more
years ago, and the artist had "no intent to use" them.

"We are confident this case will be cleared up," Pakett
said. "Mr. Shaw is a very peaceful man. He's a very caring
man."

A self-described "world-traveling outlaw artist," Shaw,
57, was a figure for years in what was then a semi-
underground New York tattoo scene. Tattoo parlors were
illegal in the city for more than 30 years until the ban was
lifted in 1997. In the meantime, Shaw made a name for
himself and his Fun City tattoo shop, in Manhattan's
bohemian East Village.

He became known for popularizing tattoos based on
tribal symbols and developed a celebrity following. His
2008 novel, "Narcisa: Our Lady of Ashes," boasts blurbs
from Johnny Depp, Marilyn Manson and Blondie singer
Deborah Harry, among others. Punk-rock icon Iggy Pop
called him "the great nightmare anti-hero of the new age."

Shaw has retired from tattooing, according to his
website, ScabVendor.com.

He has said he was estranged for most of his life from
his bandleader father, who epitomized the Big Band era
with such hits as "Begin the Beguine" and "Stardust." Artie
Shaw died in 2004; Jonathan Shaw's mother, "The Lost
Weekend" actress Doris Dowling, also died that year.

A worker with moving company First Global Xpress
spotted boxes of ammunition when one of Jonathan Shaw's
suitcases fell open Saturday as it was being moved for
shipping from a Manhattan storage unit, and then the
worker opened a blanket-wrapped bundle and duffel bag to
find firearms, according to a court complaint.

First Global President Justin Brown said the New York-
based company, which isn't authorized to ship firearms and
has workers trained to watch out for possible security
risks, quickly alerted authorities.

Police ultimately found a collection of weapons that
included a 12-gauge shotgun, a loaded .30-caliber rifle, a
loaded British military rifle and eight expandable batons,
among other items, the complaint said.

Shaw unsuccessfully applied for a New York firearms
license in 1990, Manhattan assistant district attorney
Christopher Prevost said.

Pakett declined to discuss why Shaw had the weapons,
but the lawyer said Shaw had let workers know Saturday
what was in the storage unit. Officials with the storage
company, Manhattan Mini Storage, declined to comment.

Shaw was in town to attend a friend's art show, Pakett
said. The artist was released later Monday on $250,000
bond.

Shaw's arrest record also includes a small-scale theft
conviction in California, prosecutors said. Pakett said that
incident happened more than 16 years ago.

The top charge in the weapons case carries a potential
sentence of up to 15 years in prison.
http://www.wgal.com/entertainment/25674189/detail.htm

10-11-10 Have Gun, No Voteby Bob Barr
The right to vote is an aspect of American life we all

take for granted. We expect to be able to show up at our
polling place every other fall and cast our ballot for the
candidates we believe will best represent us in our local
government, in the state legislature, or in Washington, DC.
That is, unless you are a uniformed police officer
attempting to exercise your right to vote at a voting
precinct in Bangor, Maine supervised by an idiot.

James Dearing, a Bangor, Maine police officer, showed
up two weeks ago – in his regular uniform — to cast an in-
person absentee ballot at Bangor Civic Center; the only
early voting location in the city. He had voted many times
in the past with no problem.

Upon entering the polling place, however, Dearing was
confronted by Wayne Mallar, the election warden, and told
to surrender his weapon to another officer before he would
be permitted to vote. Dearing declined, and was not
allowed to cast his ballot.

On-duty police officers had been voting for years
without incident. Despite this, the reasoning for Mallar’s
request, according to a letter written by Dearing to Maine’s
Secretary of State, was that the presence of a firearm “may
influence other voters.” Mallar explained also he was
concerned for the “safety” of other voters.

Every campaign cycle we read stories about voters
being asked to leave polling places after showing up
wearing campaign propaganda. There was even an instance
a few weeks ago where First Lady Michelle Obama openly
campaigned at a Chicago polling place during early voting;
well within the 100 foot limit, although no poll workers
said anything to her. But the incident in Bangor appears to
be a first – a uniformed police officer denied the right to
vote simply because he was carrying a gun; something he
is required to do while on duty.

To his credit, Officer Dearing declined to make an issue
over the incident at the polling place, but did raise it
thereafter. And, to their credit, polling officials more
knowledgeable and intelligent than Mallar declared that
Dearing certainly would be permitted to vote, in or out of
uniform and whether carrying his sidearm or not.
Importantly, they relieved Mallar of his duties as a polling
warden, at least for last Tuesday’s election.

While this incident was resolved properly, it raises
serious questions about the power permitted to be wielded
by petty officials, who are neither knowledgeable of the
law nor sufficiently versed in common sense to understand
that a police officer is supposed to carry a firearm.
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http://blogs.ajc.com/bob-barr-blog/2010/11/10/have-
gun-no-vote/?cxntfid=blogs_bob_barr_blog

10-11-10 Mental battle scars still haunt Vietnam
vets

"We were sent way back out in the jungle, and on the
way out there all I could see were dead bodies along the
road.

"It was then that mentally I died."
-- Andrew Williams, Apollo
Dennis Hughes has to sit with his back against the wall,

so fearful is he of being attacked.
Jim Davis plans an "escape route" whenever he's

driving.
Gary Vinka sometimes springs out of bed in the middle

of the night, thinking he's being attacked.
They and four other men shared such stories during a

recent group therapy session in Highland Park for combat
veterans with post-traumatic stress disorder, or PTSD. The
mutual support brings solace for the invisible wounds of
war they bear.

Their mental battle scars aren't fresh like those suffered
by veterans of the Iraq or Afghanistan wars. Their feelings
of anger, hyper-vigilance, emotional numbness and guilt
have endured for 40 years -- since their service in Vietnam.

Largely from the advocacy efforts of soldiers returning
from the Vietnam War, PTSD is now recognized in the
mental health field as an anxiety disorder.

But that came long after these men returned from battle.
There was no clinical name for the condition then. There
were no resiliency training programs to build up their
emotional strength before they were deployed like those
now offered to troops for the Iraq and Afghanistan wars.
There were no psychological screenings for PTSD when
they came back. There were no effective treatments for the
condition then.

"If it wasn't for the Vietnam vets coming to the VA in
the numbers they did and reporting the same symptoms, we
wouldn't have the necessary knowledge we have now to
treat others in the population who have this," said Daniel
C. Ziff, the group therapy moderator who heads the PTSD
clinical team at VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System.

"Through their suffering, we are able to provide healing
that is so much better."

Winning that battle bolsters the Vietnam vets with
PTSD. And their numbers are growing -- counselors say
more Vietnam veterans are coming in for treatment of
PTSD. That is because many are reaching retirement age,
providing more time for memories of the trauma of their
war experiences to invade their thoughts.

The men at the recent group therapy session know how
effective treatment can be. Several thought that they were
going crazy until they met other Vietnam vets at the group
sessions who were going through the same emotions, same

memories, same broken relationships, same alienation,
same drinking binges.

These are their stories:
KEN SEYBOLD of Latrobe was in Vietnam from

1967-68, in the Seebees, a heavy equipment operator
whose job it was to repair airplane runways damaged by
explosives:

"I lost a lot of friends. I will never forget what it was
like coming back ... I got spit on, called 'Baby killer,
woman killer.' It was like being treated like some kind of
garbage.

"We were told, 'Forget everything you've done here,
everything you've seen here and go on to your next duty
station.' That was almost impossible to do. Thirty years
after I came home [a friend] brought me down [to the VA]
and told the guy at the front desk, 'This is the guy who
never sleeps.' DENNIS HUGHES, 63, of Penn Hills was in
Vietnam from 1967-68, serving in the artillery. He is
chairman of the Mental Health Advocacy Council for VA
Pittsburgh Healthcare System:

"Through the years I went through a combination of a
whole lot of things to mask the anger and the hurt I was
feeling. I had nobody to talk to, people didn't understand.
They'd say, 'So what, you were in Vietnam. Suck it up.'

"Even today you see me sitting now with my back
against the wall. That is because in Vietnam we were
always on the defensive, 24 hours a day. I used to love
fireworks. Now I won't be around fireworks. It reminds me
too much of incoming mortars, RPGs and all that kind of
stuff.

"[The other day] there were all these helicopters flying
around ... I got real fidgety and nervous. I'm talking about
42 years later now.

"There still is a stigma. The community and people as a
whole have to be the ones to say [about veterans] 'They
bleed, they laugh and cry like us.' "

GARY D. VINKA, 62, of Dillonvale, Ohio, served in
the Army in Vietnam beginning in 1969 and operated
howitzers, providing fire support for the infantry:

"When I got home I was alienated from everybody.
Everybody seemed to be in another world than what my
world was ... I just pretended that I was like them, but I
was nothing like them. They would always ask 'How many
did you kill?' That just hurt my heart so bad ...

"I drank a lot, was on drugs, for years. I got married and
had two children but drank and stayed out at night ... And
after I got divorced I stayed single, I felt I wasn't good
enough to be married again. I had lots of nightmares all the
time. I had anxiety.

"I met a woman who had two kids and we lived
together. I was erratic. Still am. I would get up and run at
night ... thinking I was being attacked. One night I ran into
the little girl's room and she's in bed shaking. I'm freaking
her out, she doesn't know what's going on, she was like
only 2 years old.
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"A friend said 'You better come to [the VA]. They can
help you.' I finally did. Thank God I did. I met all these
men here. Without them, I don't know where I'd be. I'd
probably be dead."

JIM DAVIS, 61, of West Mifflin, a combat engineer,
was wounded twice while serving in Vietnam from 1968-
69, and spent five months in Walter Reed Hospital after
losing the sight in one eye, and had shrapnel in his leg and
chest, a broken hand and a broken nose:

"When I came home ... there was no one to turn to. I
couldn't sleep. I turned to alcohol and drugs, mostly pot,
but that interfered with drinking so I quit that. I had to
drink to sleep. I was having terrible nightmares,
flashbacks.

"When I'm driving I have to leave two car lengths in
front of me because I don't want to be trapped. If there's
something going on, I want to have an escape route.

"I can't follow a bus because of the diesel fuel.
Everything in Vietnam was run on diesel fuel. If I smell
that behind a bus I have to pull over and let the bus go."

ED STACHYRA, 62, of Bridgeport, Ohio, did two
tours of Vietnam as a helicopter mechanic:

"We had a lot of incoming at the base. One of the
particular incidents I try to block out. It's the most scared
I've ever been. We were the first company to go into
Cambodia.

"I got a job in the coal mines but I was missing work
because I couldn't sleep. I've been married three times and
engaged two times in between. The doctor told me I was
under a lot of stress and told me to quit drinking.

"I had a lot of flashbacks. I tried twice to commit
suicide. I had a .44 Magnum with the hammer back to
blow my brains out and another time I tried to cut my
throat."

LARRY UPLINGER, 61, of Turtle Creek was in the
Army infantry in Vietnam from 1969-70:

"I saw a lot of stuff over there, firefights and whatnot. I
lost a couple good friends over there. When I came home
... nobody cared about anything. I had a lot of feelings back
up in me.

"I drank heavy for over 20 years and I got married a
couple years after coming home. I got two boys. My wife
was both the father and mother to these two. I don't
remember them growing up. I was always drinking. I was
either drinking, sleeping or working. A friend of mine I
work with was here [at the VA facility] all the time and
said, 'Why don't you come out here?' It's been a great
improvement."

JOHN A. KNORR, 60, of New Castle served in the
101st Airborne combat infantry in Vietnam from 1969-70:

"It was a terrible time back in those days. The country
was where it was at. When I came out, jobs were not good,
I couldn't find any work. I stayed single for a long time. I
always felt I wasn't good enough.

"I always call PTSD an animal. It just takes you, it just
consumes you, it will eat you up."

ANDREW WILLIAMS, 62, of Apollo served in
Vietnam from 1968-69:

"When I came home ... I couldn't get emotionally
attached, I had to drink, I had to carry a gun. I couldn't
sleep in the dark, I didn't want to be around people, I
wanted to be alone. I didn't know about PTSD.

"I've been married three times. I was a good husband
but I couldn't get emotionally attached the way I wanted to.

"It angers me when people ask, 'Does that still bother
you? Ain't you over that yet?' You never get over stepping
on dead people and killing people. That was 40 years ago,
yeah, but you still have blood on your feet, it's still on your
mind”

http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/10314/1101998-
455.stm

10-11-10 Medevac soldier makes peace with PTSD
diagnosis

'A SOLDIER'S HEART': DAY FOUR OF A PG
SPECIAL SERIES

Don Bankosh stands next to the bathroom door in his
bedroom and points to large holes he punched into it
during a fit of rage several years ago.

He could have replaced the door. Instead, he keeps it
damaged so he won't forget that day and others like it.

It is a daily reminder of his shame at that outburst, a
warning to hold at bay the anger, fear, guilt and other
effects of the post-traumatic stress disorder, or PTSD, he
acquired after nearly two decades as an Army helicopter
medevac soldier rendering aid to casualties.

Now, after five suicide attempts, numerous inpatient
stays in PTSD clinics, individual and group therapy,
prescription medications and the support of his fiancee,
Don, 42, says he is happy. And he is vigilant in his
recovery.

That's why every day he dutifully follows the to-do list
left by his fiancee, Kathleen Zappone, 37, that includes
everything from dusting to taking his medications to
remembering to eat lunch to cleaning the hardwood floors
of the stone house they share on an acre of land in rural
Crabtree, Westmoreland County. He needs to keep busy so
there is no idle time for the horrific images of death and
suffering to invade his psyche.

He never wants to return to drinking to dull the pain, to
high-stakes gambling to regain the adrenaline rush he felt
as a soldier, to the wrath and guilt that consumed him
because of his experiences.

"That chapter of my life is gone, but the effects of that
chapter carry over into this life and it's been hell. But for
the last year life's been good. I'm at peace with a lot of
things but it can be something as simple as a helicopter
flying over that can just put me right back there.
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"It's a struggle, it's a battle, but I've learned to live with
it."

The tipping point
Sitting on his front porch, Don, a divorced father of

three, takes a long drag on a Marlboro as he looks across
Cemetery Road to a corn field and recounts his life, most
of which was devoted to providing aid to those in crisis.
The fact he is now the one suffering because of that is not
lost on him.

He liked what he did, providing medical evacuation by
helicopter throughout the United States and the world --
from Honduras to Saudi Arabia to the Sinai Desert to
Egypt and finally to Iraq, where he served at the beginning
of the war in 2003. It was there that the accumulation of
suffering he had witnessed and repressed finally burst like
a failed dam. All he had seen flooded his mind -- the lives
lost, the wounded American soldiers and prisoners of war,
the maimed and suffering civilians.

In the end, the Iraqi children were the tipping point.
"No one said I was going to see a little kid shot up. To

pick up a kid that was one of my kid's ages and he's shot up
and he's just looking at you helpless ..." he says, his voice
trailing off. "No one told me I was going to see that. I
understand it was a war but there was no front line."

The former sergeant who served the world over in
peace-keeping and combat roles now lives primarily in a
self-imposed radius of six miles around his house. Within
that circle he feels safe even as he remains hyper-vigilant
about safety.

It's been seven years since he was shipped back to the
states for noncombat-related abdominal surgery at Fort
Campbell, Ky. But there were other problems that weren't
so easily fixed.

He was short-tempered and depressed and didn't know
why. It got so bad that he put a 9mm handgun in his mouth
but couldn't pull the trigger. Instead, he drank a case of
beer with about 150 Vicodin painkillers and a mixture of
other prescription drugs -- the first of five such attempts to
end his life.

He was diagnosed with PTSD, was medically
discharged from the Army in 2004 and, after spending a
year in the state of Washington, returned home to Crabtree.
His condition made him so frightened that when a siren
wailed while he was in a Greensburg hardware store, he
ran outside and hid underneath his truck. Another time,
after hearing a strange sound outside his home, he
"escaped" out of his bedroom window in his underwear,
toting a gun.

People in his small community asked him about the
"blood and guts" of the war, he recalled with revulsion.
They just didn't understand the horror -- that he, like so
many other warriors, had the invisible wounds of PTSD,
that he was as battle-scarred as if he had been shot.

He turned to drinking -- from morning until he passed
out at night. To gambling, his mood spiking with each

anticipated win only to dissipate and leave him feeling
worse. His actions drove his large family away, a divide he
has tried to span without success.

And then, four years ago, a trip to a Lowe's home
improvement store started him on the journey to reclaim
his life.

'I'm still here'
"I was ..." Don starts to say.
"A screw-up," Kathleen says, finishing the thought.

They laugh.
"My living room was a bar," Don offers.
"You didn't have a bed," she recalls. "You slept on the

couch."
That has all changed. Don, who was in denial about

having PTSD and the effects it had on him, finally saw
them clearly through Kathleen's eyes. But it didn't come
easily for the couple, an example of how PTSD, like a
pebble thrown in a lake, has a ripple effect upon those
close to the person with the condition.

They met at Lowe's where Kathleen still works as a
department supervisor. They went on dates and hit it off,
but she quickly suspected something was off kilter.

"I didn't know all the stuff going on in his head because
he wouldn't put it out there. It was just actions he would
take, like drinking a lot and never being home. I just had to
peel away the layers. He would hide everything.

"I didn't know too much about [PTSD]. Through the
[Veterans Affairs] and all his appointments ... I came to
understand more about everything."

The low point -- which turned out to be the key to Don's
recovery -- came several years ago when Don left a
voicemail message on Kathleen's cell phone saying he was
at a casino. Kathleen knew that was a bad sign. Don
wouldn't answer his cell phone, so she drove to The
Meadows in Washington County but couldn't find him.

The next morning she got a call from Washington
Hospital. Don, who had been at a West Virginia casino and
lost all of his money, had admitted himself after another
suicide attempt. From there, he checked himself into the
Coatesville VA Medical Center in Chester County, one of
the country's pre-eminent hospitals for PTSD treatment. He
was there for the larger part of a year.

"He was at the point that he recognized he did have a
real problem and did need to seek help," Kathleen says. "I
had helped him realize it a little bit prior to that but he took
the step of wanting to go into the inpatient hospital.

"It seems to be OK and under control right now but any
slight jab can send it downhill. I think that he should have
gotten help a long time ago when he first got out [of the
Army] but nobody really cared."

Don agrees. "I didn't want to accept it," he says, "but
I've learned from my mistakes. From the torment I've
learned how to control it. It's never going to be totally
stress-free but to have as little stress as possible and for us
to be together [is the goal].
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"I'm very happy with myself, with my relationship, with
the life we have together. It didn't come easy and it didn't
come overnight. It sure as heck didn't come by myself. I
probably wouldn't be living if it wasn't for her. With
medication and therapy and talking to counselors, it keeps
everything on a level keel."

They reach down to pet Zoey and Cleo, their two
Labrador retriever mixes, and Baby, their giant and still
growing English mastiff. Somewhere not far away are their
five cats.

Don looks at Kathleen.
"I'm truly blessed," he says confidently. "I'm still here.

I'm alive."
http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/10314/1101724-

455.stm

10-11-10 Police blitz city in response to shootings
An assortment of law enforcement agencies blitzed the

city Tuesday, arresting dozens of people with outstanding
warrants, hunting for curfew and parole violators and
conducting traffic stops as part of the enforcement arm of a
sweeping new anti-violence campaign.

The day began with the arrests of 17 people on
outstanding warrants for charges including firearms
violations, drugs, receiving stolen property and theft. The
U.S. Marshals Service made three arrests and took two
people to Pittsburgh police headquarters for questioning by
homicide detectives.

City officers, state parole and FBI agents, county police
and adult and juvenile probations officers and other
agencies returned to the streets at 8 p.m. They made 13
more arrests on charges including Megan's Law violations,
drug charges, and tampering with evidence. Police said
they arrested homicide suspects, but their names were not
immediately available.

Officers visited bars, issued citations for loud music,
stopped 45 cars and issued 40 traffic citations and checked
housing authority properties. The effort was part of the
Pittsburgh Initiative to Reduce Crime, in which law
enforcement, community members and relatives implore
gang members to stop shooting or face harsh punishment
for any illegal activity the next time someone is killed.

Pittsburgh police Chief Nathan Harper told about 40
high-risk juveniles in a closed-door meeting last month
that "if another shooting or homicide occurred in the city,
there would be a collective law enforcement response,"
police spokeswoman Diane Richard said.

There have been shootings in the Hill District, the
North Side, Larimer, Oakland and elsewhere since the Oct.
18 meeting, including a homicide in the Hill District. Ms.
Richard said Tuesday's "saturation details" were aimed to
send a message that such gun violence won't be tolerated.
http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/10314/1102185-100.stm

10-11-09 Serial shooting suspect arraigned in
Sweden

A Swedish man suspected of a yearlong shooting spree
against immigrants in the southern part of the country was
ordered held in jail Tuesday on preliminary charges of one
murder and five attempted murders.

The suspect, identified in a court document as 38-year-
old Peter Mangs, was arrested at his apartment in the city
of Malmo over the weekend. Police said he denied the
allegations.

Investigators have been searching for a lone gunman
who has terrorized Malmo since October last year with
more than a dozen shootings of people with immigrant
backgrounds.

The victims have been shot at bus stops, in their cars,
and through the window of a gym. One of them was killed
and at least seven injured.

After a closed-door hearing in Malmo's district court,
Prosecutor Solveig Wollstad said the judge approved her
request to keep Mangs in custody as she prepares formal
charges.

She said the suspicions against him have strengthened
since the arrest, but declined to comment on a report in
Swedish newspaper Expressen that police experts had
linked one of two firearms seized at his apartment to some
of the shootings.

Police earlier said he held a license for the gun and
didn't have a previous criminal record. They did not
speculate on a motive.

"He denies the allegations," police spokesman Borje
Sjoholm said. "It's very hard to ask questions about the
motive to a person who denies that he's done it."

The first shooting was Oct. 10, 2009, when a 21-year-
old convicted drug smuggler on furlough from prison was
shot in the head in a parked car. Swedish media said he
was hospitalized for a month with a bullet in his brain but
survived. A 20-year-old woman sitting next to him was
also hit in the head and died.

Wollstad said Mangs remains suspected of one murder
and seven attempted murders even though she mentioned
five of the attempted murders to the court.

It's not uncommon for Swedish prosecutors to present
only portions of their case in detention hearings, which are
held with two-week intervals pending formal charges.

http://journalstar.com/news/world/europe/article_37fd4
fdd-75fa-5886-b55f-4ac2e5dc346f.html

10-11-09 Woman accused of shooting husband
hands officers toy gun

NEW CASTLE, Pa. -- Police say a 66-year-old beauty
salon owner, jailed on charges she shot her husband in the
arm during an argument, at first gave them a toy gun when
officers asked her to surrender the weapon.

New Castle police say Billie Dawn Gallick was evasive
and later told officers the .22-caliber revolver was in the
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basement before they finally found it in a first-floor closet.
Police say Ms. Gallick gave them a silver toy revolver
when they asked to see the weapon upon arriving at her
home Sunday afternoon.

Ms. Gallick remained in the Lawrence County Jail
Tuesday unable to post $100,000 bond on attempted
homicide and other charges and faces a preliminary
hearing Nov. 17. Police say she fired four times, wounding
her husband in the upper left arm. http://www.post-
gazette.com/pg/10313/1101936-100.stm

10-11-09 Pennsylvania elk record may fall
Pennsylvania record may come from elk hunt 2010
A monster bull is among the 41 elk harvested by 51

hunters this year
A 7x7 bull elk shot by a New Jersey hunter during the

recently completed 2010 elk hunting season may be the
new top typical elk for Pennsylvania.

Domenic V. Aversa Sr., of Woolwich, N.J., took the
867-pound, 7x7 bull on Nov. 1 in Jay Township, Elk
County.

Typical antlers are those that have the appearance of
the normal elk antler array, such as a 14-pointer with seven
points matched in typical locations along each antler.

The 7x7 antlers from Aversa’s elk green-scored 389-7/8
on the Boone & Crockett Club’s official scoring system
soon after harvest. If that score holds after the required 60-
day drying time, it will set a record for Pennsylvania state
typical elk taken with a firearm.

The current record is held by John A. Polenski, of
Meyersdale, who, in 2009, harvested a 6x7 antlered elk
that scored 370.

A bull killed by James F. Wolfe, of Mercersburg, was
the fifth heaviest bull taken this year. He shot the 823-
pound 7x7 on Nov. 1 in Covington Township, Clearfield
County.

Other Central Pennsylvania hunters tagging bull elk
were Dennis Sterner, of Shermansdale,659 pounds, 7x6,
Nov. 2 in Shippen Township, Cameron County, and
Marshall Goudling, of Hershey, 538 pounds, 6x5, Nov. 1
in Benezette Township, Elk County.

Among the hunters harvesting the other heaviest bulls
this year were Charles H. Stowman, of Westover, 868
pounds, 8x7, Nov. 3, in Grove Township, Cameron
County; and Richard R. Lundgren, of Kittanning, 852
pounds, 8x9, Nov. 1, in Jay Township, Elk County.

The heaviest antlerless elk this year was taken by Mark
E. Gowarty, of Johnstown, who harvested a 582-pound
animal Nov. 2, in Benezette Township, Elk County.

Central Pennsylvania hunters harvesting antlerless elk
this year were Mark Bolden, of Marysville, 504 pounds,
Nov. 2 in Benezette Township, Elk County; Thomas
Harned, of Marysville, 488 pounds, Nov. 3 in Gibson
Township, Cameron County; John Stuck, of McClure, 464
pounds, Nov. 6 in Benezette Township, Elk County; and

Gerald Lightcap, of Schuylkill Haven, 456 pounds, Nov. 4
in Benezette Township, Elk County.

Hunters rounding out the top five heaviest antlerless elk
harvested were Nicholas J. Draghi, of Elmira, N.Y., 575
pounds, Nov. 2, in West Keating Township, Clinton
County; George R. Shupe, of Scottdale, 571 pounds, Nov.
1, in Jay Township, Elk County; Russell P. Krut, of Beaver
Falls, 555 pounds, Nov. 3, in West Keating Township,
Clinton County; and Timothy J. Conners, of Monroeville,
549 pounds, Nov. 4, in West Keating Township, Clinton
County.

http://blog.pennlive.com/pa-
sportsman/2010/11/pennsylvania_elk_record_may_fall.ht
ml

10-11-09 Dozens of state House Democrats assail
leaders' end of voting

Say decision will kill many important bills
HARRISBURG -- Several dozen House Democrats, in

a rare move, publicly assailed their top three leaders
Monday over a decision not to hold any more voting
sessions this year.

The unhappy rank-and-file members complained that
the move will kill 15 worthwhile bills that are on the verge
of final approval, including one to ease a growing pension
crisis for state government and school districts.

Even though Speaker Keith McCall, Majority Leader
Todd Eachus and Appropriations Chairman Dwight Evans
have ruled out any more voting days before the current
session ends Nov. 30, at least 70 House members showed
up on the House floor anyway Monday, 50 or more
Democrats and at least 20 Republicans. They insisted they
are ready to vote on some important measures if House
leaders would just convene a session.

The leaders' decision to cancel all additional voting is
"unjust, unacceptable and unbelievable. I'm disgusted,"
said Rep. Robert Matzie, D-Beaver. "We deserve an
opportunity to vote yes or no on the pension bill."

"It's the fourth quarter and we have the football on the
one-yard line, and yet we're walking away from the line of
scrimmage," complained Rep. Bill Kortz, D-Dravosburg.
"Let's get back to session and get our work done."

"I'm very disappointed with our leaders," said Rep.
Nick Kotik, D-Robinson. "I urge Speaker McCall,
Majority Leader Eachus and Chairman Evans to bring us
back into session so we can vote on these bills."

But there isn't much that can be done against two of
them, since Mr. McCall is retiring Nov. 30. Mr. Eachus,
who lost his re-election bid last Tuesday, also leaves that
day.

Mr. Evans, a powerful Philadelphia legislator, has great
sway with many legislators due to taxpayer-funded grants
he doles out to his political allies, especially those from
Philadelphia, said Rep. Tom Caltagirone, D-Berks, House
Judiciary Committee chairman.
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"I think Mr. Evans has to go" as Appropriations
chairman, Mr. Caltagirone said. "That's my own personal
opinion." Other House Democrats said they might
challenge Mr. Evans next week for his influential post.

The three Democratic leaders were also assailed by
union leaders. James Testerman of the Pennsylvania State
Education Association, a large teachers union, urged the
House to return and vote on the pension bill. Without
action, he said, pension costs are set to skyrocket for state
government and the 500 school districts.

"If the House does not address this issue before the
legislative session ends this month," he said, "school
districts will be staring at double-digit increases in their
pension contributions and facing pressure to increase
property taxes."

Gabe Morgan, an official of another major union, the
Service Employees International Union, said taxpayers
"cannot afford to have the state House quit early this year."

Neither Mr. McCall, Mr. Eachus nor Mr. Evans
attended the informal House session Monday or have said
much about why they decided to scrap further voting
sessions.

Some Democratic leaders opposed the decision to ban
further votes, including House Whip Frank Dermody of
Oakmont, Rep. Joe Markosek of Monroeville
(Transportation Committee chairman) and Rep. Tony
DeLuca of Penn Hills (Insurance Committee chairman).

Mr. McCall and Mr. Eachus have been unavailable for
comment to reporters. But on Monday, Mr. Caltagirone
said he had talked to Mr. McCall, who indicated that Mr.
Evans was the reason for not holding any more votes.

On Friday, Mr. Evans said the pension reform bill,
House Bill 2497, shouldn't be voted on because the
Republican-controlled Senate attached what Mr. Evans
called an unconstitutional amendment to it. The
amendment would create an "independent fiscal office" for
the Legislature, which Mr. Evans said would unnecessarily
add $4 million to the cost of state government.

The pension bill, which Mr. Evans had originally
drafted in June, was intended to decrease a huge "spike" in
pension costs that state government and school districts
will be faced with by mid-2012, a spike that could increase
taxes. The bill wouldn't affect benefits for current state and
school district retirees, but would lower pension benefits
for newly hired workers.

Even if no action is taken on the pension bill, the House
Democrats said there are lots of other important bills to
vote on and send to Gov. Ed Rendell for signature. These
include bills to encourage farmers to donate excess
products to food banks; a bill for a one-year delay in a
requirement that new single-family houses have sprinkler
systems; a bill to promote wind power; and a bill to create
a statewide electronic waste recycling program.

And still another bill would expand the "Castle
Doctrine," allowing a homeowner to use deadly force

against an intruder who is found in his garage, front yard
or driveway. Currently the homeowner must "retreat" from
the intruder before using a firearm.

"Allowing these bills to die from inaction would be
unwise," said Rep. Mark Longietti, D-Mercer. "It would
deprive Pennsylvanians from immediate benefits."

"I was appalled when I heard there wouldn't be a voting
session Monday," said Rep. Barbara McIlvaine-Smith of
Chester County. "My disappointment was so huge."

November is the Democrats' last gasp as House leaders,
because Republicans will take control in January when the
2011-12 Legislature opens. http://www.post-
gazette.com/pg/10313/1101826-454.stm

10-11-08 Pa. must close the gun permit loophole
In response to David Kahl's letter concerning the

Florida Department of Agriculture's issuance of concealed
carry permits to Pennsylvania residents ("Re: Fla. Gun
Permits," Oct. 26): How can a state nearly a thousand
miles away from Pennsylvania do a more thorough
background check on an application to carry a concealed
gun than the individual's own home county sheriff, who
likely knows the permit seeker or will get to know him
during the careful background investigation that is done
here in Pennsylvania?

The case in point is that of Marqus Hill. He gets a
Pennsylvania gun permit in this state, then gets arrested for
attempted murder by shooting. The Philadelphia police
revoke his gun permit. He appeals the revocation to a
judge, because Pennsylvania law gives him that right. The
judge agrees with the police and upholds the revocation.
He gets angry in court and assaults a policeman. He's then
arrested and convicted of disorderly conduct.

What does Marqus Hill do next? He goes online and
gets a concealed carry permit from the Florida Department
of Agriculture.

Thereafter, on Sept. 12, 2010, armed with his new
Florida permit to carry a concealed gun, Mr. Hill allegedly
shoots and kills an unarmed teenager.

This all happened in Pennsylvania. The Pennsylvania
police said that Marqus Hill should not have had a permit
to carry a gun, but the Florida Department of Agriculture
said it was OK. As a result, a teenager is dead. How can
anyone in his right mind think this arrangement with
Florida is OK?

We must urge our state representatives and governor to
close the Florida gun loophole.

JOSEPH BIELEVICZ
Regent Square
The writer is a detective with the Pittsburgh police

Firearms Tracking Unit.
http://blogs.sites.post-

gazette.com/index.php/opinion/open-letters/22920-pa-
must-close-the-gun-permit-loophole
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10-11-06 Pair arrested in Clarion for discharging
weapons

State police say two men in Clarion were intoxicated
when they fired a rifle and a shotgun "randomly and into
the air" in a residential area.

Eric Barnett, 23, of Cedar Park, Texas, and Zachary
Gross, 21, of York, were charged with recklessly
endangering, causing or risking a catastrophe, discharge of
a firearm into an occupied structure, disorderly conduct,
public drunkenness and two game law violations early this
morning. Mr. Gross is a student at Clarion, but Mr. Barnett
is not, according to troopers.

The incident occurred between 3:15 a.m. and 4:28 a.m.
today near residences on South Fifth Avenue.

http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/10310/1101358-
100.stm

10-11-04 Mainer fires on deer in game preserve
OLD TOWN, Maine (AP) — Police say Mainer who

jumped at the chance to shoot a deer feeding in a field
faces multiple charges including hunting in a game
preserve, hunting with a bogus license, and possession of a
gun by a felon.

Old Town Police arrested 64-year-old Bernard A.
Saunders of Milo on Tuesday after he stopped his vehicle,
headed into a field and fired at a deer in the preserve.

Police charged him with reckless conduct with a
firearm and possession of a firearm by a felon. Wardens
cited him for discharging a firearm too close to a
residential building, fraudulently obtaining a hunting
license and hunting on a game preserve.

Police say it could've been worse: Saunders fired in the
direction of a jogging path.

http://www.citizen.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/201
01104/NEWS0104/101109756

10-11-04 C-4 Seized In Colorado In Navy SEAL
Smuggling Case

LAS VEGAS -- Federal agents seized five pounds of C-
4 military explosives from the Colorado home of a man
accused with a Navy SEAL and a Las Vegas associate of
smuggling machine guns from Iraq into the U.S. for sale
and shipment to Mexico, authorities said Thursday.

Grenades and night-vision goggles also were found in
the Durango, Colo., home of 34-year-old Richard Paul,
according to federal prosecutors and federal Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives agents in Las
Vegas and Colorado.

Paul and Andrew Kaufman, 36, of Las Vegas, were
arrested Wednesday and appeared Thursday before federal
magistrate judges in Durango and Las Vegas on conspiracy
charges. Each was ordered held in federal custody pending
an evidentiary hearing.

They are accused of conspiring with Navy SEAL
Nicholas Bickle of San Diego to smuggle and sell weapons
to an undercover federal agent in Nevada and Colorado.

"As long as they got paid ... they didn't care if the
weapons wound up in Mexico or on the streets of Las
Vegas," federal prosecutor Drew Smith told U.S.
Magistrate Judge George Foley Jr. in Las Vegas.

Smith characterized Bickle, 33, as a "rogue Navy
SEAL" - an active-duty special warfare operator 1st class
who Smith said also worked as a consultant on the
Hollywood movie "Transformers 3."

Bickle was arrested Wednesday and was due to appear
Friday before a federal magistrate judge in San Diego.

Smith said outside court that federal agents expected to
find weapons, but were surprised to find five pounds of C-
4 plastic explosive, blasting cap detonators and other
military items at Paul's home in Colorado.

Brad Briersdorf, a Colorado-based ATF spokesman,
said there were no evacuations of the neighborhood while
agents removed the military-grade explosive. C-4 is a
stable compound that requires an initiator or a blasting cap
to cause a blast.

Briersdorf declined to elaborate about the destructive
power of the explosives found in Paul's home.

Smith said federal agents were still serving search
warrants Thursday at Bickle's home, vehicle and a storage
unit in the San Diego area.

"What we have here is simply greed at any cost," Smith
told the judge in Las Vegas.

Bickle is accused in a criminal complaint of smuggling
80 AK-47 weapons from Iraq or Afghanistan, including
factory-made 7.62 mm Iraqi machine guns that would be
difficult or impossible to trace. Other weapons included
Ruger handguns of the type used by U.S. military police
officers.

"According to the other members of the organization,
this was possible because Navy SEALs are not searched
when returning from deployments," the criminal complaint
said.

Las Vegas-based ATF Special Agent Eric Fox alleged
in a criminal complaint filed Oct. 29 that at least one of the
accused coconspirators bragged that the guns were from
the military in the Middle East and would be untraceable.

The investigation began with a tip from a fourth man,
an ex-felon turned confidential informant facing felony
battery domestic violence and robbery charges in Nevada.
He is cooperating with authorities and was not charged in
the federal case.

Neither the informant nor the undercover agent was
identified.

Bickle is quoted in the complaint as warning the
informant of the consequences of turning against him.

"If you ever (expletive) me, you know who we are," he
is quoted as saying. "We're the government, we'll catch
you."
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Smith said Bickle, his close friend, Paul, in Colorado,
and their associate Kaufman in Nevada sold machine guns
for $1,300 to $2,400 each, and handguns for $300 to an
undercover federal agent who told them they would be
shipped to Mexico.

The prosecutor said the group could have reaped
hundreds of thousands of dollars selling arms over the last
year.

Smith told Foley that prosecutors expect to seek an
indictment in Las Vegas on charges including distribution
of explosive materials, arms smuggling and illegal firearms
dealing. He said the explosives charge carries a possible
sentence of 20 years in federal prison.

Ben Nadig, Kaufman's lawyer, declined comment
before and after the brief court appearance.

Alex Chavarria Tejada, lawyer for Paul in Durango, did
not immediately respond to messages seeking comment.

The complaint accuses the trio of conspiring to smuggle
and sell 18 weapons and 14 other firearms since June to an
undercover federal agent in Las Vegas and Colorado. The
single conspiracy charge carries a possible sentence of up
to five years in prison and a $250,000 fine.

It alleges that Bickle, Kaufman and Paul engaged in
firearms dealing without paying a special tax, possessed a
machine gun that wasn't registered in the National
Firearms Registration and Transfer Record, and transferred
an unregistered machine gun.
http://www.wgal.com/news/25634484/detail.html

10-11-02 Harrisburg man arrested in fatal shooting
A man wanted in an Oct. 9 fatal shooting in

Harrisburg's Allison Hill neighborhood was arrested today
by the U.S. Marshals Service fugitive task force.

Kenneth Randolph, 32, of the 1200 block of Rolleston
Street, was captured inside an apartment in the Row 28
building of Hall Manor, marshals said. Randolph was there
with his girlfriend, police said.

According to police, a gun fell out of Randolph’s
clothing and it fired when it hit the pavement, the bullet
striking and killing James Snipes Sr., 41. Police have said
it appears to have been a tragic accident.

Randolph was charged with homicide, endangering
another person, carrying a firearm without a license and
possession of a prohibited firearm.

http://www.pennlive.com/midstate/index.ssf/2010/11/h
arrisburg_man_arrested_in_fat.html

10-11-01 Warden wouldn't let armed officer vote in
Maine

BANGOR, Maine (AP) — The police chief in Bangor,
Maine, has ended any discussion over whether officers can
bring a gun to a polling place: Chief Ron Gastia says
officers are encouraged to do their civic duty by voting.
And he says his officers are trained never to relinquish
their firearms.

Gastia spoke Monday after a longtime Bangor election
warden refused to let a uniformed Bangor police officer
vote because he wouldn't hand over his gun at a polling
place.

Clerk Patti Dubois said Monday that the election
officer won't be working the polls Tuesday.

Officials said the clerk refused to let Officer James
Dearing cast an early vote at the Bangor Civic Center on
Friday unless he turned his gun over to another officer.
Dearing refused and left without voting.

http://www.citizen.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/201
01101/NEWS0104/101039924

10-10-27 Susquehanna Township home invasion a
rarity, say police

When an armed man broke into an elderly Susquehanna
Township couple’s home early Monday morning, woke
them up and robbed them at gunpoint, it was not the type
of crime police were used to seeing.

Although they generate a lot of interest when they
happen, home invasions and cat burglaries remain rare.
Rarer still, law enforcement officials say, are instances like
this, where the victims do not appear to have been targeted.

“It was a terrifying experience. He was shining a bright
LED flashlight right in our eyes, blinding us so we could
not get a good look at him. I could see his revolver, but not
him,” said Joseph Galati, 81, who was sleeping upstairs
when the man broke the window in a back door of his
home and crawled inside. “He threatened to shoot us, so
we obeyed the instructions.”

The man forced Galati and his wife, Camille, 79, into
the basement, where they sat in dark silence on chairs in
Camille Galati’s beauty salon business and listened to the
invader ransacking their home above. They waited about a
half hour after they last heard a noise before turning on a
light and calling police.

The thief took cash, jewelry and the keys to the
couple’s two cars, including the 1952 Penn State
graduate’s white Lincoln Towncar with a blue cloth roof
that has Penn State Nittany Lion logos embroidered on it.
Police recovered the car later that day on Allison Hill in
Harrisburg, Susquehanna Township police chief Rob
Martin said. They are still looking for the man who broke
into the Galati’s

Martin called the home invasion aspect of the case a
rarity. The last home invasion in the township was around
15 years ago, and that victim was targeted.

Most home invasions are targeted, said Dauphin
County District Attorney Ed Marsico. Random victims like
the Galatis are so rare, one theory investigators are looking
at is the possibility the burglar did not expect the couple to
be home when he broke in, Marsico said.

As a whole, burglaries are down almost 31 percent this
year in Susquehanna Township. At this time last year, the
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township had 62 reported burglaries. This year there have
been 43.

Martin says that is a continuation of a trend that began
after the township hit a high of 90 burglaries in 2005.

“We’ve been blessed to keep our burglaries down. Give
credit to vigilance on the part of our citizens,” Martin said.

Overall, burglaries in Dauphin County are up just under
5 percent, with 1,066 year to date, compared with 1,018 at
this time last year. In Cumberland County, burglaries are
down almost 18 percent, from 460 to 378 thus far this year,

according to the latest state Uniform Crime Reporting
System reports.

Statewide, burglaries are down almost 19 percent,
UCRS numbers show

http://www.pennlive.com/midstate/index.ssf/2010/10/s
usuqhenna_township_home_invas.html


