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Founding Fathers: 
"If it be asked, What is the most sacred duty and the greatest source of our security in a Republic? The answer would be, An inviolable respect for 

the Constitution and Laws -- the first growing out of the last. ... A sacred respect for the constitutional law is the vital principle, the sustaining 

energy of a free government." --Alexander Hamilton, Essay in the American Daily Advertiser, 1794 
  

Gun Club Legislation: 
Freedom to Shoot Act (SB 1349 & 

Rep. Conklin proposal) 
A well intentioned Orwellian 

Nightmare & Timebomb 
 The legislation establishes a “Task Force” to “study” lead 

management and remediation at firing ranges consists of one 

agency that has, arguably, a secondary interest in shooting 

ranges, and three agencies that have no interest in whether or 

how shooting ranges continue to operate in Pennsylvania..  

Remediation is “to correct a fault or deficiency”, “to correct or 

improve a deficiency or problem”, “to set straight or right”.  

The very concept of “lead remediation at firing ranges”, as 

used in the bill, implies that the presence of lead is a violation 

that needs to be corrected, which is incorrect and entirely 

inconsistent with the existing EPA/DEP guidance. 

 The facts are that EPA, DEP, and case law all agree that 

lead from shooting is not a “hazardous” waste and that lead at 

shooting ranges can be managed in a sound manner using 

well-established procedures.  Additionally, there is no account 

of a public shooting range anywhere that has ever caused 

environmental degradation to the degree intimated in this 

legislation or approaching the need for intervention by the 

‘Task Force’. 

 The well-intentioned reasoning behind this legislation is to 

address the issues raised in the Phillipsburg Rod and gun club 

situation where DCNR closed the club to shooting four years 

ago. Despite the best efforts and financially costly testing done 

by the club DCNR continues to refuse to allow shooting 

operations to continue. 

 We strongly recommend that every gun club consider 

getting a copy of the EPA manual on best practices for 

shooting ranges and begin implementation of the 

recommended procedures regarding lead from shooting 

activities!   

 

Pennsylvania Preemption Law 

Victories CONTINUE - May Update 
 Coming close on the heels of the victories in southwestern 

Pennsylvania municipalities by gun owners in blocking the 

cease-fire agenda of enacting local ordinances on the 

mandatory reporting of lost or stolen firearms comes the repeal 

of the "no guns" ordinance in Westmoreland County. 

Spearheaded by a local gunowners, this effort resulted in a 

unanimous decision by the Westmoreland County 

commissioners to repeal a decade’s old ordinance prohibiting 

individuals from possessing firearms on county parks. 

 An interesting side note to this is that cease-fire PA and the 

Brady campaign sent representatives to this hearing to try and 

intercede from having the ordinance repealed. Of course they 

trotted out all the old arguments such as kids play in the park 

and how the mere presence of firearms would terrorize visitors 

to the park. They even tried to convince police to stop and 

investigate each firearms owner without probable cause just 

because they possessed a firearm. The police wisely refused. 

This is yet another example of the hypocrisy of these 

organizations which claim to support a citizen's right to self-

defense and yet they argue against it at every turn behind the 

scenes where most gunowners don't get a chance to see exactly 

how radical they really are. 

 Westmoreland County activist and gunowner, Chris Smith, 

brought these issues to the attention of the commissioners in a 

successful effort that should be an example for all to follow! 

 

Pennsylvania Preemption Law 

Violations CONTINUE - May Update 
 Cease-Fire PA continues to push their failed philosophies 

on local communities with the latest being Wilson Borough, 

which enacted, unanimously, and ordinance requiring the 

mandatory reporting of lost or stolen firearms. This is yet 

another example of the manipulation of the political process by 

an organization, Cease-Fire PA, which will stoop to any level 
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including violating the Constitution and statutory law if it 

helps them stigmatize gun ownership and make it more 

difficult for citizens to defend themselves. 

 

Investigation: Cease-Fire PA 
Funding—Unions & Political Favors 
 In our continuing investigation of this organization and 

exactly who they represent we focused today on the political 

action committee and the source of their revenue. 

 Of the reports on file with the election bureau at the state 

level is clearly apparent that the bulk of the money for the 

political side of their operation comes from either political 

insiders, unions, or a very small group of Philadelphia area 

citizens. 

 The largest donations come from the International 

Brotherhood of Electrical Workers ($10,000-we wonder if the 

average union worker knows how their money is being spent), 

Philadelphia Mayor Nutter (another $10,000) and the 

Memorial for Ryan Hacke by way of Marybeth Hacke ($10,000 

more). 

 This is not exactly a ringing endorsement for the statements 

by Executive Director Joe Grace when he says that all 

Pennsylvanians support greater regulation of firearms! If that 

were true you would think they would be flooded with 

donations from average citizens when in reality they are being 

propped up by the Philadelphia power elite and by union 

member’s money. 

 

Harrisburg 5th Annual Gun Rights 
Rally-Another Success 

The Fifth Annual 2nd Amendment Rally has come and 

gone and once again gunowners from around the state have 

shown legislators that they are willing to stand strong for our 

freedoms. Hundreds of gunowners packed the steps of the 

Pennsylvania State Capitol, supported by over 100 members of 

the House of Representatives, and were captivated by the 

headline speaker-Suzanna Gratia Hupp when she related the 

true facts of the situation of the mass shooting where her 

parents were killed in Luby's cafeteria in 1991. 

Once the rally was completed in gunowners broke up into 

teams to visit with every state legislator's office to reinforce 

their determination that our right to bear arms must be 

protected. The dedication of these gunowners that sacrificed 

their time and, in many cases, their own money to travel to 

Harrisburg is deeply appreciated by all of the organizers of this 

rally and we commend them! 

The winners of the prizes for attendees are as follows: 

1. Smith & Wesson M&P 15-22-Howard Bullock 

2. Brownell's signature series leather range back-

John Jordan 

3. Brownell's signature series range back-Ray Kern 

Jr. 
4. Cabelas gift card ($100)-James Darney 

Our congratulations to the winners of this year's prizes! 
 

Editorial: The deadliness of gun laws 
For a long time, it was an almost comic ritual of 

reality denial among liberals and journalists. Typical 
was The Associated Press' June 27, 2003 headline: 
"States face growing prison population despite drop 
in crime rate." Liberals refused to acknowledge cause 
and effect — good things happen when bad people 
are put away for long stretches — largely because of 
their general disdain for prisons but also their desire 
to see the wholesale release of inmates on the off 
chance a few were wrongly convicted. Slowly, 
however, they're beginning to accept facts. Time 
magazine connected the dots in its Feb. 22 issue. "Go 
back half a century: As sentencing became more 
lenient in the 1960s and '70s, the crime rate started to 
rise. When lawmakers responded to the crime wave 
by building prisons and mandating tough sentences, 
the number of prisoners increased and the number of 
crimes fell." It really isn't much more complicated 
than that. 

This liberal cognitive defect came to mind when 
MSNBC posted an article on its Web site lamenting 
how a record number of Americans are "licensed to 
pack heat." Blared the incredulous headline: 
"Firearms deaths fall as millions obtain permits to 
carry concealed guns." As the article vividly 
demonstrated, lefties and many other Americans take 
it on faith that guns kill, so they believe when more 
people have guns, more people are killed. Conversely, 
they believe the way to a safer society is to restrict or 
forbid gun ownership. 

Except that in the real world, the opposite is 
true. Only law-abiding citizens obey gun laws, and 
when they do, they become easy targets for criminals, 
who can get the tools of their trade no matter how 
illegal governments make them. For 31 years, 
Washington, D.C., had some of the toughest gun-
control laws in America and annually was among the 
nation's leaders in gun crimes. In 2008, the Supreme 
Court struck down D.C.'s handgun ban. According to 
liberal orthodoxy, this should have led to all manner 
of murder and mayhem; instead, gun crimes 
plummeted 25 percent. Why? Because criminals no 
longer could be sure their intended victims were 
unarmed, and D.C. residents once again were allowed 
to brandish handguns in self-defense. 

Other cities, the United States as a whole and 
nations as far-flung as Australia have had similar 
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experiences with gun laws. Now the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, as MSNBC 

grudgingly reported, says Americans "overall are 

far less likely to be killed with a firearm than they 
were when it was much more difficult to obtain a 
concealed-weapons permit.... In the 1980s and 

'90s, when the conceal-carry movement gained 
steam, Americans were killed by others with guns 
at the rate of about 5.66 per 100,000 population. In 

this decade, the rate has fallen to just over 4.07 
per 100,000, a 28 percent drop. The decline follows a 
fivefold increase in the number of 'shall-issue' and 
unrestricted concealed-carry states from 1986 to 
2006." 

The unmistakable conclusion: Gun laws kill. 
(Waterbury Connecticut Republican Newspaper) 
 

High court's 8-1 ruling protects hunting 
by Joseph P. Tartaro, Executive Editor 
Legislation can be passed with the best intentions 

and with the widest political and public support but 
still fail judicial review if it violates the US 
constitution. 

That's what happened on April 20 when the US 
Supreme Court handed down an 8-1 ruling that 
upheld an appellate court decision that voided the 
conviction of a Virginia man convicted and sentenced 
of violating a 1999 federal law aimed at Internet sales 
of so-called crush videos. 

Free speech advocates, including editors and 
journalists in the outdoor publishing world, rejoiced 
because the law was seen as a threat to the continued 
publication and videotaping of hunting and fishing 
scenes. 

The Professional Outdoor Media Association 
(POMA) had taken a leading role in bringing outdoor 
journalists and outdoor industry organizations in 
support of the First Amendment argument presented 
before the court by Patricia Millett, attorney for 
Robert Stevens of Pittsville, VA. 

The court's majority opinion was written by Chief 
Justice John G. Roberts Jr. who said the law was too 
broad and that its objectives could be met with new 
legislation. He suggested that if a new measure were 
limited to crush videos it might be valid, but he saw 
the existing law as a threat to legitimate dissemination 
of hunting and fishing images. 

The Associated Press story reporting on the 
decision indicated that the court have invalidated a 
ban on "videos that show graphic violence against 
animals." The report cited the concerns of the SPCA 
and the anti-hunting Humane Society (HSUS) of the 
United States. Associated Press quoted Wayne 
Pacelle, president of HSUS, as claiming that hundreds 
of "crush videos" had resurfaced after the appellate 
court decision. 

"POMA is grateful to the court for this important 
decision," said Laurie Lee Dovey, POMA executive 
director. "The First Amendment rights of traditional 
outdoor sports journalists, those who cover legal 
hunting and fishing and promote the enjoyment of 
these American heritage sports, are protected. The 
impact of this decision on POMA members, all 
journalists, and the outdoor industry can not be 
overstated." 

Dovey went on to express POMA's gratitude to 
Millett and the organization's attorney Beth Heifetz of 
Jones Day, who crafted POMA's amicus brief, which 
was cited in the Court's opinion. She also recognized 
the organizations that supported POMA's brief, 
including the American Society of Media 
Photographers, Southeastern Outdoor Press 
Association, Texas Outdoor Writers Association and 
Pennsylvania Outdoor Writers Association. 

Other free speech advocates had also urged the 
court to declare the law unconstitutional. The 
National Rifle Association had submitted a brief in the 
case that was cited in the majority's opinion. 

Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr. was the only dissenting 
vote. The ASPCA and 26 states had joined the 
Obama administration is support of the law. 

Stevens had run a video store in which "crush 
videos" had been sold including one in which pit-bull 
fights were depicted. He had been convicted by a 
circuit court and sentenced to three years in prison, 
14 months more than former Atlanta quarterback 
Michael Vick in a much publicized case. 

"The court's decision today is a victory not just for 
Mr. Stevens but also for all others who write about, 
photograph, and film the lives of animals in order to 
educate the public about lawful activities like hunting 
and fishing, animal conservation issues, and the lives 
of wild, endangered, and little known species," Millett 
said. 
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All 50 states already have law against animal 
cruelty, but the federal government was needed to 
deal with Internet violations. The New GUN WEEK, May 

15, 2010 
 

Gun-control groups launch lobby blitz for 
gun show bill 

Gun-control proponents, outspent and 
outmaneuvered on Capitol Hill in recent months, 
launched a lobbying campaign and media blitz timed 
to the anniversaries of two high-profile tragedies to 
make the case for legislation that would require 
background checks for all private sales they call the 
gun show loophole. 

Mayors Against Illegal Guns (MAIG), a group led 
by New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg (I) and 
Boston Mayor Thomas Menino (D), has unveiled 
their latest attempt to prod Congress to approve 
legislation that would require background checks on 
all firearm sales at gun shows, including private sales 
by non-licensed individuals. 

A few states already require that background 
checks for the buyers in all such sales at gun shows be 
processed through a federally licensed dealer who is 
already required by law to submit retail sales through 
the National Instant Check System (NICS). 

The group has launched what Roll Call, a Capitol 
Hill newspaper, described as a six-figure media 
campaign that includes both national cable and 
selected state advertising spots as well as an online 
petition drive. They are supported in their effort by 
the Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence which 
has long advocated background checks for all private 
sales, gifts and bequests, even among family 
members. 

The MAIG campaign includes cable TV ads in 
several markets as well as print and Internet ads. Gun 
Week has viewed the video on the MAIG website, 
mayorsagainstillegalsguns.org. It used images from 
the Columbine and Virginia Tech incidents and of 
both Arizona Sen. John McCain (R) and President 
Obama to claim that the measure had bipartisan 
support during the 2008 presidential campaign. 
McCain had also previously spoken in support of the 
private sale restriction in a televised video during a 
campaign for such legislation in Oregon. 

According to Roll Call, Lori Haas, whose 
daughter was killed in the 2007 massacre at Virginia 

Tech, said requiring the background checks is a 
"middle-of-the-road position to take," one that has 
already been approved by 17 states. 

An allied group, Virginians for Public Safety, 
sponsored an ad the week of April 19 in the 
Richmond Times Dispatch that urged the state's 
Democratic Sens. Mark Warner and Jim Webb to 
back the legislation which has been sponsored by 
Sens. Frank Lautenberg (D-NJ), Dianne Feinstein (D-
CA) and Jack Reed (D-RI). 

In Colorado, the Coalition to Stop Gun Violence, 
which also helped in the Virginia media campaign, 
underwrote an ad in the Denver and Boulder 
newspapers calling on Sen. Mark Udall (D) to sign on 
to the gun show bill. The state's other Democratic 
Senator, Michael Bennet, has already agreed to co-
sponsor the legislation introduced by 

In the House of Representatives, the measure is 
co-sponsored by Rep. Mike Castle (R-DE) and Rep. 
Carolyn McCarthy (D-NY), whose husband was 
killed and son severely injured in a shooting on the 
Long Island Rail Road. The New GUN WEEK, May 15, 

2010 
 

AZ governor signs 'no CCW required' bill 
With a stroke of Gov. Jan Brewer's pen, Arizona 

became the third state in the country that allows the 
carrying of handgun concealed without a license or 
permit. 

Gun rights activists have been quick to observe 
that this would never have happened under former 
Gov. Janet Napolitano, a Democrat now head of the 
Obama administration's Department of Homeland 
Security. 

In a statement, Brewer noted, "I believe this 
legislation not only protects the Second Amendment 
rights of Arizona citizens, but restores those rights as 
well." 

Brewer is a pro-gun Republican. 
Arizona joins Alaska and Vermont in not requiring 

a concealed carry license of some type. Vermont has 
never had such a permit requirement, and Alaska did 
away with its requirement a few years ago. The 49th 
State still issues carry permits for the benefit of its 
residents who travel to other states and may want to 
carry under reciprocity or recognition statutes, and to 
streamline the background check process for gun 
purchases. 
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This new statute becomes effective this summer, 
90 days after the end of the current legislative 
session. 

According to the Associated Press, not everyone is 
happy about the new law. El Mirage Police Chief 
Mike Frazier, a member of the Arizona Association of 
Chiefs of Police board of directors, is worried the law 
will lead to more gun accidents. 

I know a lot of 21-year-olds," he told the news 
service. "The maturity level is gravely concerning 
sometimes. If you're going to be carrying a weapon 
you should know what the law is and how to use it." 

The bill was supported by the Arizona Citizens 
Defense League, which lobbied hard for its passage. 

Two years ago, Brewer signed legislation that 
allows people to carry guns into restaurants or bars, 
provided they are permitted by the establishment, and 
that the armed citizen does not consume any alcohol. 
The New GUN WEEK, May 15, 2010 

 

KS governor pro-gun bill 
Kansas Gov. Mark Parkinson (D) signed Senate 

Bill 381 into law on April 19, a measure more 
commonly known as "castle doctrine" legislation that 
will make important corrections to the state's current 
self-defense statute. The New GUN WEEK, May 15, 2010 

 

Second Amendment DC rallies: high 
profile, but low turnout 

by Dave Workman, Senior Editor 
The energy was there but the numbers weren't, yet 

in the wake of the national Second Amendment 
March (SAM) in Washington, DC, and separate 
Restore the Constitution rally in nearby Arlington, 
VA, pro-gun analysts contend the events succeeded 
by inspiring gunowners who attended. 

Those events may have added to state-level 
momentum to turn out gunowners at localized events 
held in conjunction with the national effort. 

The SAM event was the brainchild of Grand 
Rapids, MI, gun rights activist Skip Coryell. It drew 
participants from as far away as Washington state, 
California and Michigan, and featured a strong lineup 
of speakers including former Texas State Rep. 
Suzanna Hupp (see review of her new book on Page 
17 of this issue), columnist David Codrea, Gun 
Owners of America head Larry Pratt and others. 

Coryell told Gun Week via e-mail, "When I 
founded the Second Amendment March, it was like 
tossing a pebble into the pond, with the ripples 
moving outward 360 degrees. How far will those 
ripples go? No one knows for sure. But isn't it 
exciting just to think about it?" 

He acknowledged that this event was not a 
panacea to anti-gun extremism. 

"In reality, there is no silver bullet to kill anti-gun 
legislation," he said. "There never will be. Protecting 
and defending the right to keep and bear arms will 
always be a never-ending, ground-pounding 
proposition." 

Press coverage was less than sensational. Much of 
it was negative. 

Perhaps that is because turnout at the events was 
mediocre at best. The SAM gathering at the 
Washington Monument drew between 2,000 and 
3,000 people, and less than 100 turned out for the 
armed rally in Virginia's Fort Hunt and Gravelly Point 
parks. Indeed, according to the Richmond Times-
Dispatch, more than 100 gunowners from Virginia 
boarded buses chartered by the Virginia Citizens 
Defense League to attend the SAM rally rather than 
the Restore the Constitution event. 

According to the Washington Post, Connecticut 
resident Michael Alcock drove five hours to attend 
the SAM gathering and expressed disappointment 
with the attendance. 

Insisting that the crowd should have been five 
times the number who actually turned out, the 65-
year-old Alcock observed, "These aren't a bunch of 
nuts here." 

"These are normal, regular people who for one 
reason or another like the shooting sports or like the 
comfort associated with having a sidearm with them 
or a gun in the home where they can protect 
themselves," he said. 

The Washington Post also reported that 
Vancouver, WA, resident Jason Brown, 34, took time 
away from his job as a bank security guard to travel 
across the country to attend. He told the newspaper 
that he would like the country's gun laws to revert to 
their pre-1934 status, when the National Firearms Act 
was passed by Congress. 

CNN and the Washington Post quoted Pratt 
asserting that "We're in a war. The other side knows 
they are at war, because they started it." 
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"They are coming for our freedom, for our money, 
for our kids, for our property," Pratt said. "They are 
coming for everything because they are a bunch of 
socialists." 

Anti-gunners tried to paint the demonstrations as a 
gunowner observation of the anniversary of the 
Oklahoma City bombing at the Murrah building. The 
Huffington Post also reported that one woman 
walked through the SAM crowd screaming "treason" 
at the demonstrators. She had two dogs on leashes, 
and claimed to be "defending the Obama 
administration from its critics." 

Cathie Whittenburg, director of the New England 
Coalition to Prevent Gun Violence, issued a 
statement that was published by the Freedom States 
Alliance in which she argued that the demonstrations 
"fan the flames of violence, intimidate state and 
federal government, and send the message that armed 
Americans should challenge and defy our sense of 
public order and the rule of law." 

But event organizers led by Coryell maintained 
that the April 19 date was chosen for the march 
because it was the anniversary of the battles of 
Lexington and Concord in Massachusetts that ignited 
the Revolutionary War. The armed march in Virginia 
seemed almost to have been an attempt to piggyback 
onto the SAM gathering. 

In "the other" Washington, gun rights activists 
primarily led by open carry advocates turned out for a 
gathering on April 24. That was one of a few events 
that did not coincide with the national march on the 
19th, evidently due to lack of coordination. However, 
the two organizers of that event managed to pull 
things together in less than two weeks. The New GUN 

WEEK, May 15, 2010 
 

Is this NYC elevator etiquette? 
Using a handgun legally registered to her husband, 

an 81year-old woman in the Queens Borough of New 
York City allegedly entered an elevator, told another 
woman to move out of her way, and then fired a shot 
that grazed the woman's head. 

According to MYFOXNY news, New York police 
arrested Maria Cartagena after 73-year-old Iraida 
Palmieri was struck in the forehead. Both women live 
in the same apartment building and apparently there is 
a history of trouble between the two. 

The victim is married to Grammy-winning Latin 
jazz musician Eddie Palmieri. He told the cops that 
Cartagena has previously confronted his wife, and 
knocked her down. She had also allegedly threatened 
Mrs. Palmieri. 

Palmieri was riding down in the elevator to take 
some recyclables out of the building when the 
elevator door opened on the 4th floor and there stood 
Cartagena with the handgun, a .38 Special revolver. 
She allegedly told the younger woman to "move out 
of the way" and immediately raised the handgun and 
fired one round. 

The news station said Cartagena had previously 
complained about noise from the Palmieri's 
apartment, which is apparently directly above her 
own apartment. The New GUN WEEK, May 15, 2010 

 

America's dumbest bank robber? 
We've heard of foolish criminals and we've heard 

of dumb criminals, but it just never seemed possible 
that anybody could be as monumentally stupid as 
Albert Bailey of Fairfield, CT. 

A convicted bank robber, Bailey has taken the 
term "bonehead" to a new high, or low, depending 
upon one's perspective. In fact, he may have elevated 
the act of stupidity into an art form. 

The 27-year-old Bailey, accompanied by a 16-
year-old accomplice, decided to rob a bank on March 
23. This wasn't any old bank, but a branch of People's 
United Bank in Fairfield, and what makes this 
significant is that back in 2003, Bailey robbed another 
branch of the same bank in Bridgeport, but was 
caught the same day and convicted. Indeed, Bailey 
was on probation for robbing that bank branch 
when—perhaps gripped by nostalgia—he zeroed in 
on the Fairfield branch. 

What elevates this caper to the level of classic is 
that minutes before attempting to score, Bailey called 
the bank and told a teller to have the money ready 
when he arrived. Bailey demanded $100,000 in large 
bills with no dye packs inside the bag, according to 
the Connecticut Post and WTNH. Naturally, the bank 
branch did exactly what Bailey told them. Yeah, 
right! Soon as Bailey hung up, the bank called 
Fairfield police. 

So, Bailey and the kid show up outside the bank. 
The kid walks into the bank for the bag of cash while 
Bailey waits in the getaway car. After getting the 
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cash, the teen went back outside and as the pair 
began to depart, they found themselves confronted by 
more cops than they probably thought existed. 
Adding insult to injury, when the teen dropped the 
bag, a dye pack inside exploded. 

As for the police, they were "laughing all the way 
to the bank." The New GUN WEEK, May 15, 2010 

 

‘My husband shot my boyfriend!' 
From the "Now, lemme see if I have this straight" 

file comes a story out of Auburn, WA that raised 
more eyebrows than Maybelline. 

According to the Seattle Times and Seattle Post-
Intelligencer, an unidentified woman called Auburn 
police just after 3 p.m. on April 1 to frantically report 
that her boyfriend had just been shot by her husband. 
This was not an elaborate April Fool's joke. 

The bullet wound was in the boyfriend's chest, and 
it was fatal. When the police arrived, they found the 
boyfriend's body inside the residence, and a fairly 
distraught woman. She was, however, able to quickly 
identify the gunman. 

About 20 minutes later, Auburn police rounded up 
the 43-yearold hubby and arrested him. Booked on 
suspicion of homicide was Gerardo Rodriguez-
Munoz, according to Dan Donohoe, spokesman for 
the King County Prosecutor's office. The New GUN 

WEEK, May 15, 2010 
 

California Assembly committee moves to 
abolish open carry 

by Dave Workman 
Following a series of open carry incidents at 

various California coffee shops and other businesses 
that resulted in a high-profile campaign by gun 
prohibitionists against those businesses, the state 
Assembly's Public Safety Committee has passed a 
measure to ban carrying unloaded firearms in public. 

Anti-gun Assemblywoman Lori Saldana (D-San 
Diego) is pushing the prohibition through the 
Democrat-controlled Assembly. The panel passed the 
measure by a 4-2 vote in April 

Open carry activists on the OpenCarry.org forum 
have declared war on Saldana, with some promising 
to financially support any candidate that challenges 
her in the next election. 

It was a string of open carry incidents that led to a 
nationwide campaign by the Brady Campaign to 

Prevent Gun Violence to rid private business of 
customers who carry openly or even concealed. The 
Brady group has specifically targeted Starbucks 
Coffee shops especially in California, Washington and 
Wyoming, because the company refuses to bar armed 
customers. Instead, Starbucks announced it follows 
local and state laws, and has security measures. 

According to the San Diego Union-Tribune, open 
carry activists are cooperating with local law 
enforcement authorities. The newspaper quoted open 
carry advocate`Tom Laye of San Jose, who noted, 
"In all of the open carry events in California, there has 
been no violence on either side of the police or public, 
so what is the real problem?" 

Elliott Fineman, a Chicago resident whose son, 
Michael, was gunned down in San Diego in 2006, 
told the newspaper that the problem is that open carry 
threatens to erode all gun laws. He wants the open 
carry movement stopped. 

"They literally want people to carry guns 
anywhere, any place, at all times," he told the 
newspaper. The New GUN WEEK, May 15, 2010 

 

Town supports man who killed abuser 
Residents of Fort Bragg, CA, have thrown their 

support to a man who fatally shot a former Boy Scout 
leader who had allegedly sexually abused him over 
the course of several years. 

Aaron Vargas, 32, used a .44-caliber cap-and-ball 
revolver to shoot Darrell McNeill on Feb. 8, 2009. 
He entered a plea of "no contest" to a charge of 
voluntary manslaughter in an agreement with 
prosecutors, who had initially wanted to seek first-
degree murder charges. 

But the community support, which included the 
widow of the man he killed, was apparently enough 
to convince the prosecutor to bargain down. 

Vargas had apparently been McNeill's victim when 
he was 11 years old, on a fishing trip to Oregon with 
the former scout leader. McNeill allegedly continued 
molesting Vargas over the years, until Vargas, now 
married, confronted him while holding the revolver. 

According to Today and MSNBC.com, after 
Vargas shot McNeill and the case became public, 
several other men came forward to report they had 
also been McNeill's victims. 
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Local residents held demonstrations of support for 
Vargas, and it appears his plea deal will result in a 
short sentence, according to published reports. 

After Vargas became a father, McNeill reportedly 
offered to baby-sit for him. All that Vargas could see 
at that point, the report explained, was that his own 
daughter might be McNeill's next victim. That's when 
Vargas decided to confront McNeill. The New GUN 

WEEK, May 15, 2010 
 

NJ kids baseball league rejects local gun 
dealer's sponsorship 

The small business playing field is apparently not 
as level as some might think, especially for firearms 
retailers. Then again, it may have a lot to do with that 
old standby...location, location, location. 

Matt Carmel found out the hard way. 
Carmel, according to a story in The Newark Star-

Ledger, lives in Maplewood, NJ, which the 
newspaper describes as "a left-leaning suburban basin 
with annual `Be About Peace' days." 

He has had polite differences of opinion over the 
years, evidenced by signs on his front lawn reading 
"I'm the NRA and I Vote." 

But now he's really miffed, the newspaper said. 
Carmel, a licensed gun dealer, applied to sponsor a 
team in the local Babe Ruth/Cal Ripken baseball 
league, using the name of his business—Constitution 
Arms. 

He was rebuffed. 
"Arbitrary, capricious and unfair," Cannel said of 

the perceived slight. "I don't like being pigeonholed." 
It all started in October, when Carmel, an NRA-

certified pistol instructor as well as licensed gun 
dealer, sent a letter to the South Orange-Maplewood 
Baseball Committee, which oversees 120 softball and 
baseball teams with 1,250 children ages 5 to 15. 

Since his 10-year-old son, Kalman, had played the 
season before, Carmel wanted to put up the $300 fee 
to sponsor a team himself. 

But in an 8-1 vote, the volunteer committee said 
thanks, but no thanks. 

"I voted against it," said Craig Gruber, secretary of 
the committee. "Personally ... given the nature of that 
business, I'm certain there'd be quite a bit of 
contention. We don't need the headache. ... We have 
our hands full with deciding whether infield fly rules 
should be in effect for 9-year-olds." 

Carmel said he learned of the decision via e-mail 
on Feb. 28, after weeks of exchanging letters that 
warned of the "potential controversy." 

The committee, Gruber said, hasn't taken up-or-
down votes on sponsors, at least in his seven years' 
experience. But this time, Constitution Arms caught 
its eye. 

"My sense was the backlash would be 
extraordinary," he said. 

To Carmel, the rejection flies in the face of the 
perception South Orange-Maplewood, which share a 
school system, is a proverbial big tent open to all 
ideas. 

"Only if you agree with them," he said. "But if you 
don't, the tent is not that big." 

To Cannel, the "shooting sports" are as American 
as apple pie. The YMCA, for one, sponsors summer 
camps with rifle ranges, and the National Collegiate 
Athletic Association has a long tradition of collegiate-
level shooting sports, such as riflery, he said. 

Kate Schmidt, deputy director of The Baird, South 
Orange's recreation agency, said the rule book for the 
Trenton-based Babe Ruth/Cal Ripken league 
"strongly advises meticulous care" in the selection of 
sponsors. 

But, Carmel notes, other sponsors could be 
deemed "inappropriate" as well. The league 
overseers, he said, have permitted sellers of liquor 
and tobacco, as well as a Cluck-U Chicken eatery 
whose promos feature a scantily clad woman in a 
bikini with the suggestive words "Large Breasts, 
Juicy Thighs. Luscious Legs." 

As for the chance to sponsor a youth baseball 
team, he told the newspaper: "All I want is fair 
treatment." The New GUN WEEK, May 15, 2010 

 

NRA-ILA reports progress made on 
military once-fired brass issue 

On April 16, Montana's Sens. Max Baucus and 
Jon Tester, both Democrats, announced that ATK—
the defense conglomerate that operates the Army's 
Lake City ammunition plant, and that owns the 
Federal ammunition, RCBS reloading equipment, and 
Alliant smokeless gunpowder companies—is 
voluntarily withdrawing from contracts it made with 
military bases to collect and scrap once-fired small 
arms cartridge cases. 
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In its report, the National Rifle Association's 
Institute for Legislative Action (NRA-ILA) noted 
that the scrapping of the cases became an issue 
recently, when it was determined to be partially 
responsible for reducing the quantity of intact 
cartridge cases sold to companies that use them to 
produce reloaded ammunition for sale to private 
individuals. 

ATK's decision followed, by about two weeks, a 
letter sent by the two senators to the Department of 
Defense's (DOD) Defense Logistics Agency (DLA), 
asking its chief to determine whether the scrapping of 
the brass complied with the 2010 DOD 
Appropriations Bill (Section 8019 of Public Law 111-
118) prohibiting the use of federal funds to 
demilitarize or destroy once-fired small arms 
cartridge cases. 

According to NRA-ILA, Baucus and Tester 
advised the DLA, "The intent of this law is to ensure 
once-fired small arms cartridge cases are made 
available intact in the open market. We are concerned 
that certain installation contracts with private entities 
for the sale of once-fired small arms cartridge cases ... 
may not be in compliance with this law." 

A separate federal law, passed in the 1990s, 
authorizes military installations that have Qualified 
Recycling Programs to scrap fired cartridge cases and 
a wide variety of other government property. 
Therefore, in the days to come, NRA-ILA will 
continue working with Senators Baucus and Tester, 
and other members of Congress, to determine what, if 
any, adjustments are necessary to resolve any 
underlying problems that might interrupt the 
availability of the cartridge cases in the future. 

A fact sheet on Senator Tester's website further 
illuminates the two senators' appreciation of the 
contribution that reloaded ammunition manufacturers 
make to promote the right to keep and bear arms. 
The fact sheet also includes the text of the letter that 
the two senators sent to the DLA. 

NRA-ILA also reported that Virginia Gov. Bob 
McDonnell (R) signed into law an NRA-backed 
measure allowing right-to-carry permit holders to 
carry a concealed firearm for self-defense in 
restaurants that serve alcohol, providing they do not 
consume alcohol. State Sen. Emmett Hanger (R-24th 
Dist.) and Del. Todd Gilbert (R-15th Dist.) were the 

principal sponsors of Senate Bill 334/House Bill 505. 
This law will take effect July 1, 2010. 

And NRA-ILA reported that the Maryland 
General Assembly has adjourned for the 2010 session 
and the state's gunowners were able to defeat three 
tyrannical gun bills, Senate Bill 516, Senate Bill 645 
and House Bill 820, designed to cede more of your 
Second Amendment rights to vehement anti-gun 
politicians. 

Senate Bill 645 and House Bill 820 could be 
considered the most egregious attempt to limit your 
Second Amendment rights and might be a harbinger 
of things to come if anti-gun politicians are able to 
gain further clout in Maryland. 

After gun owners packed the Commit tee rooms, 
the House Judiciary Committee defeated HB-820 and 
the Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee never 
brought SB-645 up for a vote. 

However, advocates of self-defense have good 
reason to cheer; the Maryland. General Assembly 
passed Senate Bill 411, sponsored by State Senator 
Mac Middleton (D-28th Dist.). The bill provides civil 
immunity from damages when force, including deadly 
force, is used and reasonable under the circumstances 
to repel an attack in the person's dwelling or place of 
business. SE 411 passed the House unanimously, 
140-0 and passed the Senate 45-2. The bill now 
awaits Gov, Martin O'Malley (D) for his signature or 
veto. 

Additionally, four bills expanding Sunday hunting 
have beep passed by both chambers and, are currently 
awaiting the Governor's consideration: 

Finally, NRA-ILA reported that on April 15, 
Connecticut Gov. Jodi Rell (R) signed House Bill 
5545 into law. HB5545, one of several bills 
introduced to aid gun owners, will impose a modest 
reduction to the recent fee increases associated with 
hunting and fishing licenses approved during last 
year's legislative session. The New GUN WEEK, May 15, 

2010 
 

New firestorm over military brass 
destruction 

by Dave Workman, Senior Editor 
Montana Sens. Max Baucus and Jon Tester, both 

Democrats, have jumped into the middle of a renewed 
battle over destruction of once-fired military cartridge 
cases after reports circulated across the Internet that 
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ATK had contracted with some military bases for 
what amounts to exclusive access to the cartridge 
brass. 

The first report came from Montana gun rights 
activist Gary Marbut, president of the Montana 
Shooting Sports Association. He asserted that ATK 
had established "sweetheart deals" with military 
installations to destroy the brass, which is then 
recycled. It is not available for the civilian reloading 
market, and Marbut contends this runs counter to a 
congressional action last year spearheaded by the 
Montana senators, to prevent destruction of the brass. 

In rebuttal, ATK issued a statement early in the 
debate, in which the company insisted that it supports 
the civilian shooting community, including 
handloaders. ATK is the parent company of Speer 
Bullets, CCI (which produces centerfire primers) and 
RCBS, the manufacturer of reloading presses, dies 
and accessories, as well as Alliant Powder, Federal 
Premium, and other brands for hunters and shooters. 

"ATK is a strong supporter of our armed forces," 
the company statement said, "the shooting sports 
industry, Second Amendment rights and all of our 
customers who choose to reload ammunition. In fact, 
ATKis, leader in the reloading market. The dated 
brochure and presentation have caused confusion in 
the marketplace and do not reflect the views of our 
company and will be immediately withdrawn. As a 
service to our military customers, we routinely handle 
demil operations for various munitions and respond 
to requests from military installations for reclamation 
and recycling of military items. Each contract is 
awarded through the military installation's 
procurement process. The installations received fair 
value for the brass. 

"ATK fully supports the provision passed by 
Congress last year to ensure that demilitarized spent 
brass casings remain available for civilian use." 

Marbut has been unrelenting in his criticism of the 
company, however, in Internet postings. He asserted 
that "many military installation commanders may not 
be in compliance with a congressional prohibition that 
no Congress-appropriated funds may be used to 
destroy brass." 

"This may be because DoD (Department of 
Defense) simply didn't make the effort to inform 
installation commanders that Congress had prohibited 
destruction of brass," he said in one posting. 

Marbut referred to language in the 2009 Defense 
Department appropriation by Congress: 

"None of the funds available to the Department of 
Defense may be used to demilitarize or dispose of M-
1 Carbines, M-1 Garand rifles, M-14 rifles, .22 caliber 
rifles, .30 caliber rifles, or M-1911 pistols, or to 
demilitarize or destroy small arms ammunition or 
ammunition components that are not otherwise 
prohibited from commercial sale under Federal law, 
unless the small arms ammunition or ammunition 
components are certified by the Secretary of the 
Army or designee as unserviceable or unsafe for 
further use." 

In a letter to Vice Admiral Alan S. Thompson at 
the Defense Logistics Agency, Sens. Tester and 
Baucus wrote, "There is considerable demand for 
once-fired small arms cartridge cases in the civilian 
marketplace for ammunition reloading and other 
purposes. Thus, we are concerned about reports that 
certain military installations are diverting once-fired 
small arms cartridge cases away from the civilian 
marketplace." 

Both senators noted in their letter that "The 
domestic market for ammunition is highly sensitive to 
shortages of spent cartridge cases. Prohibiting the 
sale of once-fired small arms cartridge cases or 
diverting the once-fired small arms cartridge cases 
away from the open market would constrain the 
supply of ammunition—preventing individual gun 
owners from fully exercising their Second 
Amendment right to keep and bear arms. Reloading 
ammunition also provides important economic 
activity for both individuals and businesses." 

Smaller companies that either use the surplus 
cartridge cases to produce remanufactured 
ammunition, or that clean and re-size the spent cases 
and sell them directly to reloaders contend that ATK 
has an essentially unfair advantage in the marketplace. 
One such company operator—speaking on condition 
of anonymity—complained to Gun Week that the 
arrangement ATK allegedly has with some base 
commanders gives the big company a monopoly on 
the brass. 

Among Marbut's complaints is the assertion that 
ATK "has been aggres sively promoting sweetheart 
side deals with military installation commanders for 
those commanders to sell used cartridge brass directly 
to ATK (which ATK then renders unsuitable for 
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reloading), the income from which is deposited, NOT 
into the US Treasury for reallocation by Congress, 
but into accounts controlled by installation 
commanders for installation operation." 

Baucus and Tester have asked Admiral Thompson 
to provide information on the number of and 
locations of military installations that have contracted 
with private entities for the sale of their once-fired 
small arms cartridge cases, and an assessment of 
whether these contracts are in compliance with 
current law. They also want to know whether the 
empty cartridge cases sold to private entities earn as 
much revenue as would otherwise be realized if the 
brass were put up for public bid through government 
liquidation. 

They want an assurance that buyers will have an 
opportunity to purchase this fired brass. 

The National Rifle Association's Institute for 
Legislative Action (NRAILA) reported that in late 
March it had learned that quantities of once-fired 
small arms cartridge cases recovered from firing 
ranges on military bases were being sold for scrap. 

NRA-ILA said it will continue working with 
members of Congress and the Pentagon to guarantee 
that the longstanding practice of making surplus 
military small arms cartridge cases available for reuse 
by reloaders continues in perpetuity. The New GUN 

WEEK, May 1, 2010 
 

Ohio judge tells citizens to arm themselves 
Responding to public concerns about budget cuts 

and reduction of police services, an Ohio judge has 
advised residents in Ashtabula County to arm 
themselves and start neighborhood watch programs. 

Common Pleas Court Judge Alfred Mackey was 
quoted by WKYC News in Cleveland noting that 
citizens to follow his advice must abide by the law. 

"They have to be law-abiding," he said, "and if 
they are not familiar with firearms they need to take a 
safety course so they are not a threat to their family 
and friends and themselves." 

His remarks raised the eyebrows of Summit 
County Common Pleas Judge Patricia Cosgrove, 
newly-elected president of the Ohio Common Pleas 
Judges Association, according to the Associated 
Pregs. 

"That's scary to me," she was quoted as stating. "I 
don't know what the situation in Ashtabula County is. 

I personally would never...that's a personal choice in 
terms of carrying a weapon." 

Ashtabula County Sheriff William Johnson has 
reportedly threatened to sue the county commission 
in an effort to recover lost funding. The New GUN 

WEEK, May 15, 2010 
 

WA state sets new CPL record 
There are more Evergreen State gunowners now 

licensed to carry concealed pistols (CPLs) than ever 
before, according to figures provided by the 
Washington Department of Licensing. 

According to Bruce Tanaka, manager of the 
agency's Firearms Unit program, as of early April, 
there were 258,381 people licensed to carry in the 
state. That figure includes non-residents who hold 
Washington CPLs. 

Tanaka also was able to break down the figures. 
Included in the number of licensees are 45,853 
women, and 212,413 men, meaning woman now 
comprise almost 22% of licensees. There were 115 
CPLs issued to people of unknown gender. 

He told Gun Week via e-mail that the number 
fluctuates due to additions, cancellations and 
revocations, cancellations and revocations. The New 

GUN WEEK, May 15, 2010 
 

Pentagon to adopt uniform rules on 
privately owned guns 

The Pentagon will adopt a broad policy governing 
how privately owned guns can be carried or stored at 
military installations following the shooting deaths of 
13 people and the wounding of 32 on Nov. 5, 2009 at 
Fort Hood, TX, according to Associated Press and 
Stars & Stripes. 

A disgruntled Army doctor is charged in the 
deaths. 

Maj. Nidal Hasan, variously described as 
"disgruntled Army doctor" and an "Islamic terrorist," 
is charged in the shootings. Hasan had little or no 
access to military firearms in his job as a psychologist, 
but was able to buy two handguns and bring them 
onto the base. 

In early April, Defense Secretary Robert Gates 
ordered that a new comprehensive policy be 
developed to cover all branches of the military and its 
bases and offices. The standardized policy would 
replace or buttress a patchwork of regulations 
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adopted by each service or individual military 
installation. 

The weapons policy is among recommendations 
for security and administrative upgrades released by 
the Pentagon. Gates ordered that an interim weapons 
policy be in force by June, and a permanent one is due 
early next, year 

The new policy is expected to mirror restrictions 
already in place at some military installations that, for 
example, require guns brought onto a base to be 
registered with military police. 

Gates also ordered changes in the way tips and 
information in criminal investigations are shared, and 
directed an internal review of personnel policies on 
health care records. An outside panel said those 
policies can prevent higher-ups from knowing about 
behav ior or other problems that might be red flags. 
Revelations of other service personnel have raised 
questions regarding the military's handling of Hasan's 
fitness reports prior to the massacre at Fort Hood. 

On April 14, Sens. Joseph Lieberman (I-CT) and 
Susan Collins (R-ME), said they will send subpoenas 
to the Pentagon and Justice Department if the 
administration doesn't provide more information on 
the Fort Hood case promptly. 

Lieberman and Collins—the two top senators on 
the Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs 
Committee—launched their investigation into the 
Fort Hood shootings five months ago. They claim the 
Administration is stonewalling their requests for 
access to FBI agents, documents or Hasan's 
personnel file from the Defense Department. 

"Disclosure of some of the material you have 
requested could compromise the pending 
prosecution," administration lawyers wrote to the two 
senators. The Administration said it does not want to 
generate pretrial publicity that could taint a jury pool 
or make witnesses reluctant to cooperate, and wants 
to avoid a barrage of defense lawyer requests that 
could force the government to reveal information it 
wants to save for a criminal trial. 

Pentagon spokesman Bryan Whitman said the 
Defense Department is moving quickly to identify and 
address problems highlighted by the Hasan case, and 
is balancing its obligations to protect soldiers, 
prosecute crimes and work with congressional 
overseers. The New GUN WEEK, May 15, 2010 

 

Ex-chief in MD sold 9mm Glock for diaper 
money 

A former Morningside, MD, police chief was 
sentenced to 60 days in jail for stealing a department-
issue pistol and selling it, according to The 
Washington Post. 

Ex-top cop David A. Eichelberger told the judge 
in a Prince George's County Circuit Court that he 
sold the gun for money to purchase diapers for his 
children. The gun, a 9mm Glock semi-auto, was 
purchased by the proprietor of an auto repair shop in 
July 2009 for $600, the newspaper reported. 

Eichelberger was originally hired by the city with a 
promised annual salary of $56,000 and the ability to 
earn extra money moonlighting, the newspaper said, 
but after he took the job, the city fired its chief and 
appointed Eichelberger to the position. His salary 
became $38,000 and because he was the chief, he was 
prohibited from working extra jobs. 

Financially strapped, Eichelberger sold the gun to 
help pay basic living expenses. He told the court that 
he and his wife simply could not make ends meet, and 
that they were spending "hundreds of dollars a week" 
in child care costs for three children, the newspaper 
said. 

"I had no way to buy — this will sound stupid — 
groceries or Pampers," he was quoted as telling the 
court. 

In addition to the handgun, he also sold a shotgun 
to the body shop operator. The New GUN WEEK, May 

15, 2010 
 

Colorado appeals court revives suit seeking 
guns on campuses 

The Colorado Court of Appeals ruled on April 14 
in favor of a group seeking to allow students with 
concealed gun licenses to carry their firearms on 
campus, according to The Denver Post and 
Associated Press. 

Students for Concealed Carry on Campus (SCCC) 
had argued that a 1994 University of Colorado policy 
banning concealed weapons violated state gun laws, 
particularly the Concealed Carry Act of 2003. 

The ruling revives a lawsuit that a judge dismissed 
last year and could affect other Colorado campuses. 
Colorado State University (CSU) approved a campus 
weapons ban similar to CU's in February. 
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CU is considering an appeal to the Colorado 
Supreme Court, university spokesman Ken 
McConnellogue said. 

CSU spokeswoman Michele McKinney said the 
university is reviewing the court decision, too. 

SCCC and Rocky Mountain Gun Owners filed a 
complaint on April 13 against CSU in Larimer 
County District Court, saying the ruling clears the 
way to overturn weapons bans. 

Dudley Brown, executive director of RMGO, said 
in statement Thursday, "CSU's ban only had one 
legitimate leg to stand on, and now even that's gone." 

SCCC attorney Jim Manley had argued that the 
Concealed Carry Act prohibits local governments 
from limiting concealed carry rights. A Manley 
statement said the appeals court vindicated a 
constitutional right to bear arms. 

CU attorney Patrick O'Rourke argued the act does 
not apply because CU is not defined in state law as a 
governing body. 

O'Rourke said university regents have a right to 
create the best environment for learning. Manley said 
that created questions about the reach of campus 
authority. 

McConnellogue said the decision won't 
immediately affect CU campuses but could affect the 
Board of Regents' jurisdiction. 

El Paso County District Judge G. David Miller 
threw out the case in May 2009, saying he found 
nothing in the state constitution that would prohibit a 
campus gun ban. 

The Utah Supreme Court ruled in 2006 that 
colleges must allow concealed weapons on campuses. 
The New GUN WEEK, May 15, 2010 
 
 

Stevens to retire, opening SCOTUS to 
another liberal 

by Dave Workman, Senior Editor 
The announcement by Supreme Court Associate 

Justice John Paul Stevens that he will retire at the end 
of the court's current session opened speculation 
about a liberal replacement by President Barack 
Obama, and signaled the departure of the man who 
wrote the dissenting opinion on the landmark 2008 
Heller ruling on the Second Amendment. 

Stevens, considered to be the most liberal justice 
on the high court by many observers, wrote in his 
dissenting Heller opinion that "The Second 

Amendment was adopted to protect the right of the 
people of each of the several States to maintain a 
well-regulated militia." 

His argument brought forth a blistering rebuttal 
from Justice Antonin Scalia, who authored the 
majority opinion in Heller that, "Justice Stevens flatly 
misreads the historical record." 

Recognized for his liberal leanings, Stevens is 
considered a man of high intellect. Chief Justice John 
Roberts said that Stevens "has enriched the lives of 
everyone at the Court through his intellect, 
independence, and warm grace." 

The oldest member of the court, the 90-year-old 
Stevens announced his retirement just 11 days before 
his April birthday. Nominated to the court by then-
President Gerald Ford in 1975, Stevens has 
regularly—though not always—sided with fellow 
high court liberals. His departure will not upset the 
balance on the court, which presently is considered to 
have four liberals, four conservatives and a "swing 
vote" in Justice Anthony Kennedy. 

Stevens will no doubt have some influence on a 
current case before the court, the Second Amendment 
Foundation's challenge of the Chicago handgun ban. 

Oral arguments in McDonald v. City of Chicago 
were heard March 2, and a ruling in that case—which 
many observers predict will result in the court's 
incorporation of the Second Amendment to the states 
through the Fourteenth Amendment--is expected in 
June. 

But it will be for his dissent in the Heller case that 
American gunowners remember Stevens. Basing his 
disagreement with the majority strongly on the 1939 
case of US v. Miller, Stevens wrote in his dissenting 
opinion, "Thus, for most of our history, the invalidity 
of Second-Amendment-based objections to firearms 
regulations has been well settled and uncontroversial. 
Indeed, the Second Amendment was not even 
mentioned in either full House of Congress during the 
legislative proceedings that led to the passage of the 
1934 Act. Yet enforcement of that law produced the 
judicial decision that confirmed the status of the 
Amendment as limited in reach to military usage. 
After reviewing many of the same sources that are 
discussed at greater length by the Court today, the 
Miller Court unanimously concluded that the Second 
Amendment did not apply to the possession of a 
firearm that did not have "some reasonable 
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relationship to the preservation or efficiency of a well 
regulated militia." The New GUN WEEK, May 1, 2010 

 

Crist signs bill to protect Florida gun 
license fund 

Florida lawmakers in search of spare change now 
are prevented from raiding a trust fund linked to the 
state's concealed weapons permitting program, 
according to Associated Press. 

Gov. Charlie Crist (R) has signed SB-1158 into 
law. The measure prohibits lawmakers from tapping 
into the fund, which covers the cost of the concealed 
weapons licensing system. The measure was a top 
priority of the National Rifle Association and Unified 
Sportsmen of Florida. 

It has become common practice for legislators—
seeking to close a billion-dollar budget deficit--to dip 
into various special purpose trust funds. The New GUN 

WEEK, May 1, 2010 
 

Arizona governor signs preemption, gun 
freedom bills 

Arizona Gov. Jan Brewer (R) in early April signed 
into law two bills supported by gun-rights activists, 
and the same week, the state Senate passed SB-1108, 
the "Constitutional Carry" bill, by almost a 2 to 1 
margin, sending it to her for her consideration. 

One of the bills she signed would broaden the 
state's current restrictions on local governments' 
ability to regulate or tax guns and ammunition. One 
specific provision bars local governments from 
prohibiting a person with a concealed weapons permit 
from possessing a gun in a park. 

The other bill declares that guns manufactured 
entirely in Arizona are exempt from federal oversight 
and are not subject to federal laws restricting the sale 
of firearms or requiring them to be registered. The 
action makes Arizona the sixth state to enact 
"firearms freedom" legislation, which was first 
adopted in Montana. The Montana Shooting Sports 
Association and the Second Amendment Foundation 
are currently in litigation with the federal government 
over the constitutionality of the concept. 

Brewer said the "firearms freedom" bill "should 
send a clear and convincing message that politicians 
in Washington should not attempt to get between 
Arizonans and their constitutional rights," according 
to Associated Press. 

The intent of "Constitutional Carry" bill is to give 
Arizonans the greatest possible freedom to choose 
the best method of carry for them, including allowing 
law-abiding persons to carry a firearm openly or 
concealed for self-defense without a permit. The New 

GUN WEEK, May 1, 2010 
 

Appeal filed in Heller II ruling in 
Washington, DC, gun case 

by Dave Workman, Senior Editor 
By now, a notice of appeal should have been filed 

by the attorney for Dick Anthony Heller in the 
challenge of District of Columbia handgun regulations 
that were upheld by a federal district court judge in 
late March, delivering a setback to gun rights activists 
while gun control groups were left crowing. 

Attorney Stephen Halbrook confirmed to Gun 
Week via e-mail that he will appeal the ruling. 

"Yes, sir, we will appeal," Halbrook's terse 
message stated. 

US District Judge Ricardo Urbina for the District 
Court of the District of Columbia, a Clinton 
appointee, dismissed the case. He ruled March 26 that 
the District's firearms regulations, which include a ban 
on so-called "assault weapons" and a complicated gun 
registration process, are within the scope of 
reasonable firearms regulations. Urbina found in his 
30- page opinion that the regulations serve the 
District's "important governmental interest" in public 
safety, according to the National Law Journal. 

The case was brought by Heller, who was the 
successful plaintiff in the landmark 2008 Supreme 
Court case that struck down the District's handgun 
ban on Second Amendment grounds. But that ruling, 
written by Justice Antonin 

Scalia, did not eliminate regulation of firearms. 
The anti-gun District government, led by Mayor 
Adrian Fenty, subsequently adopted a set of gun 
regulations that Heller, and others, believe to be 
deliberately burdensome. 

In his first case, Heller was represented by 
attorney Alan Gura, who now represents the Second 
Amendment Foundation and Illinois State Rifle 
Association in their challenge of the Chicago handgun 
ban now before the Supreme Court. Heller's case was 
backed by the Cato Institute. 
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This time around, Heller is represented by 
Halbrook, with support from the National Rifle 
Association (NRA). 

In the wake of Urbina's ruling, District Attorney 
General Peter Nickles issued a statement declaring his 
gratification at the court's decision to recognize "the 
reasonable and conscientious efforts that the Council 
and the Mayor made to strike the proper balance 
between addressing the legitimate rights of firearm 
owners, and taking every reasonable action to assure 
the safety of the District's residents and visitors." 

Paul Helmke, president of the antigun Brady 
Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence, also weighed in, 
asserting that the Urbina decision "makes it clear that 
the Second Amendment allows strong common sense 
gun laws." 

The "common sense" laws that Helmke defined 
include providing the gun for police to conduct 
ballistics tests, and banning most semiautomatic 
pistols, and magazines that contain more than ten 
rounds. Gun owners must also submit fingerprints. 
The district also requires that handguns—primarily 
revolvers—must be kept unloaded and secured with 
trigger locks "unless the owner reasonably fears 
immediate harm by an intruder in the home," the 
Washington Post noted. The District also limits 
residents to registering one handgun per month, and 
the registration expires at the end of three years, 
requiring a renewal process. 

In his ruling, Urbina said the Second Amendment 
right to keep and bear arms "is not unlimited." The 
Brady Campaign issued a press statement that 
acknowledged its support of the District's legal case. 

"Politicians and legislatures at all levels," Helmke 
said, "should stop using the Second Amendment as an 
excuse for inaction against gun violence. They should 
follow the District's example and pass the strong, 
common sense gun laws Americans need and demand 
to protect their communities." 

The NRA was critical of the judge's ruling, noting 
that Urbina "adopted the argument of dissenting 
Justices" in the Heller case of 2008 that when the 
high court upheld a prohibition on firearms 
possession by felons, it "implied that the Court did 
not consider that laws infringing on, the right of law-
abiding Americans to keep and bear arms should be 
subject to a strict scrutiny standard of review." 

Instead, Urbina suggested that the District's gun 
laws should only be subject to a "reasonableness test" 
requiring the court "to uphold a law regulating 
firearms so long as the legislature had 'articulated 
proper reasons for acting, with meaningful supporting 
evidence,' and the measure did not interfere with the 
core right the Second Amendment protects by 
depriving the people of reasonable means to defend 
themselves in their homes." The New GUN WEEK, May 1, 

2010 
 

Bandit's armed career short 
Say a belated goodbye to 20-year-old Kyle 

Johnson of Modesto, CA. 
He was one of two thugs who decided to rob 

Super Liquors in Modesto on March 19, and it was 
the biggest—and last—mistake of his life. 

According to the Modesto Bee, Johnson and an 
unidentified 17year-old entered the store and 
announced their intention to rob the place at 
gunpoint. That evidently didn't go down very well 
with one of the clerks, who apparently pulled his own 
gun and shot Johnson more than once. 

The younger bandit tangled with another clerk but 
then fled the store after the shooting. 

When the police arrived, they had Johnson taken 
quickly to a hospital, but he died there later that 
night. Police subsequently rounded up his accomplice, 
and booked him into juvenile hall pending charges of 
homicide and armed robbery. The New GUN WEEK, May 

1, 2010 
 

Order for hungry `vampire' 
From the "Here's a no-brainer" file comes the story 

of Vladimir Lestat Augustine—that's his real name—
who raised a ruckus a few weeks ago in Seattle, WA, 
by declaring he was a vampire before he asked to be 
served human flesh for breakfast at a local mission, 
and then claiming he had a bomb strapped to his arm. 

This gets better; Augustine pulled his bomb scare 
at the King County Courthouse. He was stopped by 
the cops as he approached the building with a pipe 
device taped to his arm. The incident caused a traffic 
shutdown for more than an hour in downtown 
Seattle. 

No surprise here. Vladimir was previously in a 
mental institution in another state, according to his 
attorney. When he appeared before a King County 
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Superior Court judge, he acknowledged having taken 
medication for mental health issues, according to the 
Seattle Post-Intelligencer on-lirie edition, but then 
told the court, "I'm here to get out of jail." 

Augustine's misadventure apparently began when 
he arrived at the Union Gospel Mission not far from 
the courthouse, asking to be served breakfast. He 
then advised the staff that he was a vampire and he 
"wanted to eat people," the newspaper reported. 

Currently, he has to settle for jail food or hospital 
food. The New GUN WEEK, May 1, 2010 
 

Pot only part of her troubles 
From the "How Stupid is That?" file comes the 

story of Spokane, WA, resident Tina Blanchette, a 
former employee of Washington's Department of 
Social and Health Services (DSHS), who was 
arrested for growing marijuana, and now faces more 
serious trouble over allegedly threatening to kill the 
lawman who busted her. 

According to the Seattle Weekly and KXLY news 
accounts, Blanchette was sacked in February during a 
raid by the Spokane CoUrity Sherirs'Office. beputiog 
found '75 pet plants In her house. 

Over the next 24 hours, Blanchette sent 61 text 
messages from her cell phone to the deputy in charge 
of the raid. The day after that, the message count 
nearly doubled, and this is where it gets not only 
kinky but crazy. 

Blanchette reportedly sent sexually explicit images 
of herself, along with threats to kill the deputy's 
family. In all, more than 300 of these mixed messages 
were sent to the lawman. Here's an example, quoted 
by the Seattle Weekly: 

"I look so hot with a 10mm and a shotgun. I can 
hit the center target every time. You ain't even going 
to know when it's coming (expletive) I'm going to 
take you down slow and easy." 

Blanchette resigned from DSHS over allegations 
of sexual misconduct, according to KXLY, and 
MSNBC reported that she was being held on $20,000 
bail over the threat allegations. It was MSNBC that 
obtained one of Blanchette's other messages: 

"Look you (expletive) putz I know you are 
listening to my messages. I'm (expletive) strapped 
right now. Come to Hawaii. You not a cop in Hawaii 
you mother (expletive)." 

Blanchette's story got even more bizarre when it 
appeared she used a DSHS computer to access the 
deputy's records to find out he had a child. The New 

GUN WEEK, May 1, 2010 
 

Cop pulls gun on complainant In police 
station 

A Blairsville, PA, police officer is off the job 
pending an investigation after she pulled a gun on a 
young man who she said became unruly inside the 
police station, according to WTAE, the Pittsburgh 
ABC affiliate. 

Officer Janelle Lydic said Christopher Hall, 19, of 
Blairsville, was making a complaint against his 
landlord and became enraged when she tried 
escorting him out, according to the police report. 

Lydic said Hall knocked off her glasses, broke 
them, and resisted being taken down, so she pulled 
her weapon and ordered him to the ground, according 
to the report. 

Hall is facing charges of simple assault, aggravated 
assault, harassment, resisting arrest and criminal 
mischief, according to the police report. 

The Blairsville Police Department issued a 
statement saying that Lydic is on administrative leave 
pending an internal investigation into the department's 
use-of-force policy, which may be referred to an 
outside agency. The New GUN WEEK, May 1, 2010 

 

HI woman shoots two robbers in home 
invasion 

A pair of would-be robbers picked the wrong 
house and wrong woman when they tried to pull a 
heist March 30 in Honolulu, HI. 

Wounded in the confrontation were Shane 
Reginald Flores, 38, and Floyd Orsborn, 23, 
according to KITV news. Both men were arrested by 
police as they rode in a car driven by their alleged 
getaway driver, identified as Robert Logsdon III, who 
was also arrested. 

The station reported that two men entered a home 
occupied by a couple and their children. The robbers 
were armed and carrying zip-ties. The male resident, 
who was not identified, tangled with the robbers and 
one of their guns went off, slightly wounding the 
man. 
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At that point, the woman grabbed a handgun and 
started shooting. Both suspects were reportedly hit 
multiple times. 

This is the second time in a year that the couple 
has had to confront robbers at their rented home. Last 
year, four thugs tied up the couple and went through 
the house stealing, things. The New GUN WEEK, May 1, 

2010 
 

CA lawmaker would register all long guns 
An anti-gun California state legislator has 

proposed a new law that would require state residents 
to register all rifles and shotguns or face jail time. 

Under provisions of Assembly Bill 1810—which 
has been completely amended with new language—
the registration requirement would begin on July 1, 
2012. 

The legislation is sponsored by Assemblyman 
Mike Feuer, a Democrat who represents West 
Hollywood and Beverly Hills. He previously 
sponsored California's "microstamping" legislation, 
and during the time that he served on the Los Angeles 
City Council, he wanted to limit city residents to one 
gun purchase a month. 

Under provisions of the bill, the state attorney 
general would establish and maintain a permanent 
firearms registry. 

There is one section that defines a loaded firearm 
to mean "whenever both the firearm and the 
unexpended ammunition capable of being discharged 
from the firearm are in the immediate possession of 
the same person." 

According to CBSNews.com, the proposal drew 
immediate fire from Gene Hoffman, chairman of the 
CalGuns Foundation. 

"Even though the constitutionality of such a 
measure is a close call," he said, "it is a horrible public 
policy choice. Just as Canada is about to do away 
with their long gun registry after squandering $1 
billion, California wishes to attack law-abiding gun 
owners for firearms not used in crime." 

There is some question about the constitutionality 
of gun registration, and it may become more of an 
issue after the Supreme Court rules op the McDonald 

v. Chicago handgun case next month. The New GUN 

WEEK, May 1, 2010 
 

GPS technology in firearms another anti-
gun misdirection 

by Joseph P. Tartaro, Executive Editor 
Technology keeps invading our lives as more and 

more people seek to exploit technological capabilities 
to 

--advance their agendas or achieve a particular 
goal. Radio frequency identifiers on enhanced drivers' 
licenses, for example, are one of the most pervasive 
uses of this technology, which if exploited further, has 
the potential to abuse our right to privacy. 

The anti-gunners are great proponents of the 
exploitation of high tech potentials to destroy the 
right to keep and bear arms. They see science as a 
way to end-run logic and reality. Laws to mandate 
user recognition technology in handguns—"Smart 
guns"—is just one example. There are no smart guns. 
Fortunately, it is one technological mandate that has 
failed so far. But there are always new "inventions" 
popping up which might be applied to firearms and 
firearms owners. 

One of these surfaced in a recent New England 
newspaper column and drew a quick response on the 
March 30 daily blog by our good friend Larry Keane, 
senior vice president and general counsel for the 
National Shooting Sports Foundation. The columnist 
proposed requiring that LoJack devices be mandated 
for guns, and Keane's blog quickly breathed some 
reality into such a scheme. 

"More and more I'm hearing about gun control 
through technology," Keane blogged, "like 
microstamping, so-called authorized-user only 'smart 
guns' or now global positioning systems (GPS). It's 
clear that gun control groups are increasingly turning 
to 'science' as a means of controlling our right to keep 
and bear arms. 

"In a column today by Jim Coogan ("The real gun 
problem in America," Cape Cod News), the writer 
pines over the prospect of putting a Lo-Jack-like 
device in guns to track the firearm's whereabouts (and 
the law-abiding people who carry them). Like a bad 
cliché out of the 1960s, he blames gun manufactures 
for having—get this nonsense—`fought measures that 
would make guns safer.' In a letter to the editor I 
explained that even if this were technologically 
feasible (and it's not), consumers would find this an 
invasion of their privacy. Not surprisingly, Mr. 
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Coogan doesn't explain how placing a GPS device on 
a firearm would make the gun function more safely. 

"Mr. Coogan's column was correct, however, in 
noting that this technology would be expensive," 
Keane continued. "In fact, even if tracking devices in 
firearms were feasible, instituting it would likely price 
many Americans out of the market, thereby limiting 
the right of self-defense (and defense of others) to an 
economically privileged class. 

"GPS technology in firearms? I can't find the logic 
in it," Keane concluded. 

Needless to say, Keane's blog drew some 
immediate comments from its readers. 

One response, from Richard Rogers, noted, "And 
this device could be removed by any competent 
mechanic." 

Respondent J.G. Barber went a little further. 
"A while back I did a little searching to see if GPS 

technology could be applied as a tool for locating 
stolen firearms. I thought it might bring me some 
peace of mind that, I could recover a gun if it were 
ever taken from my collection without my 
knowledge. As you stated in your post, it is not 
feasible at this time because of battery life, cost, and 
size requirements. Those of us who use GPS 
receivers on a daily basis also know that the GPS 
antenna must have a clear sight to satellites in orbit or 
the technology is virtually useless. A gun in the trunk 
of a car is virtually invisible to the satellites overhead. 
It just doesn't work in a situation like this. 

"That stated, Mr. Coogan obviously does not 
understand the limitations of GPS technology and 
probably doesn't care. He just wants more oversight 
of our Second Amendment rights. I also don't think 
he ever stopped to consider that a GPS receiver 
imbedded in a firearm could be easily disabled in a 
matter of seconds by those in our society who would 
do us harm. We already have GPS in our cars and cell 
phones. Do we really need more?" Barber concluded. 

Keane and his blog readers have covered this GPS 
scheme with relatively few words, but that might not 
be the end of it. Legislators looking to gain publicity 
are likely to try and pass laws that will foist this GPS 
gun-tracking scheme somewhere—California seems 
the most fertile ground for such anti-gun legerdemain. 

In the hands of lawmakers seeking public 
attention, science is just another tool to be exploited, 
and gun control is always a hot topic in some state 

capitals as well as in Washington, DC. Apparently, 
these public officials and their friends in the gun-
grabber community never go to a Post Office where 
some common sense wisdom has been reduced to a 
poster that says: 

"If it sounds too good to be true, it probably is." 
The New GUN WEEK, May 1, 2010 

 

‘Castle doctrine' revision sent to Kansas 
governor 

On March 30, the Kansas State Senate 
unanimously passed Senate Bill 381, commonly 
known as "castle doctrine legislation," making 
important corrections to Kansas' current self-defense 
statute. 

The bill is now on the desk of Gov. Mark 
Parkinson (D) for his consideration. 

The recent Kansas Supreme Court Ruling in State 
v. Hendrix stated that if a person threatens force 
instead of actually using deadly force, the individual is 
not entitled to a self-defense jury instruction and 
could be charged with aggravated assault. The ruling 
was applied to an individual who threatened force 
(but never discharged the firearm), when his fiancée 
was assaulted and was subsequently charged and 
given a felony conviction. He is now 'a prohibited 
person for exercising his right of self-defense. 

NRA has diligently worked with the legislature in 
both chambers to make sure that Kansas 'citizens' self 
defense rights are clearly articulated to minimize the 
chances that the State Supreme Court will 
misinterpret the legislature's intent. The New GUN 

WEEK, May 1, 2010 
 

VA lawmaker faults Van Cleave, VCDL 
for gun check slowdown 

by Dave Workman, Senior Editor 
A Virginia state senator has laid at least part of the 

blame for a slowdown in the ability of state police to 
conduct background checks on prospective gun 
,buyers on the Virginia Citizens Defense League 
(VCDL) and its president, Philip Van Cleave. 

At issue was a proposed background check fee 
increase from $2 to $5. It did not get out of 
committee last year. 

Van Cleave told Gun Week via e-mail that a "150 
percent increase in that fee was completely 
unreasonable." 
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"Since gunowners do not benefit in any way by 
being subjected to a background check to purchase a 
firearm," he in•-sisted, "that fee should come out of 
the state's general fund. The public should pay for 
what the state considers to be a `public safety issue'." 

Sen. John Watkins (R-Powhatan) told the 
Richmond limes-Dispatch that "Mr. Van Cleave and 
some other folks were among those who worked 
diligently against (the increase). I couldn't even get it 
out of subcommittee." 

Watkins confirmed to Gun Week that the quote 
was accurate. 

"There were some other individuals (but) Van 
Cleave's was the only group that categorically said 
the group took exception," Watkins said in a 
telephone interview. "There were plenty of others 
who had affiliations, but did not speak for their 
groups." 

Watkins, a veteran lawmaker who has spent 13 
years in the Senate and before that served in the 
House for 16 years, told Gun Week that he is a 
gunowner and firmly believes in the Second 
Amendment. He also supports background checks on 
retail gun purchases. 

"The way I see it," he explained, "is that if we can 
keep guns out of the hands of the bad guys, which is 
next to impossible but you don't make it easy for 
them; if we make it harder for them I'm more likely to 
keep mine." 

The $2 state background check fee has remained 
unchanged since it was originally adopted in 1989. 
Over the past decade, the newspaper reported, 
Virginia has experienced a sharp rise in firearm 
transactions, from more than 182,000 in 2000 to 
287,462 last year. The Virginia State Police conduct 
the checks and since 1989, more than 4 million 
checks have been done. 

Van Cleave told the newspaper that the slowdown 
in background check completions—which can now 
take several hours or even several days—is "not 
acceptable." 

Budget woes seem to be at the heart of the 
problem; a situation the fee increase apparently was 
aimed at correcting. The Times-Dispatch noted that 
since May 

2009, the Virginia Firearms Transaction Center 
has lost 11 people from a 28-person staff. The cuts 
included two staffers whose positions were federally 

funded. Nowadays, delays can take from four to six 
hours during peak transaction periods. 

According to Van Cleave, the fee hike amounts to 
a 250% tax on gunowners. He further argued to The 
Times-Dispatch that record gun sales should be 
producing record fee revenue to the state to cover the 
cost of background check staff. 

One revelation in the newspaper article was that 
state police acknowledged that "the number of 
conditions under which someone can be disqualified 
from owning a firearm have expanded." As a result, a 
prospective gun buyer's information is now run 
through more than a dozen different databases to 
determine their status. 

Watkins told Gun Week that the state looks for 
warrants, criminal charges or convictions and other 
disqualifiers, including protection orders or civil 
commitments before approving a transaction. The New 

GUN WEEK, May 1, 2010 
 

FBI arrest WA man for threats against 
Sen. Murray 

A 63-year-old Selah, WA, man was behind bars 
following his arrest for making threats against the life 
of Washington's senior senator, Patty Murray, who is 
up for re-election this year. 

Charged with threatening a federal official is 
Charles Alan Wilson, who was arrested at his central 
Washington residence several miles northwest from 
Yakima. He was represented by a public defender 
appointed by the court. 

Newspapers made a point of reporting that Wilson 
has a valid concealed pistol license and that a .38-
caliber Smith & Wesson revolver is apparently 
registered to him Washington state does not require 
gun registration, but there is a state registry of 
handguns purchased at retail. 

According to court documents, Wilson left several 
profanity-laced voice messages on Murray's voice 
mail in Seattle. He also claimed to have called 
Washington's other senator, Maria Cantwell. 

Both Murray and Cantwell are liberal Democrats 
who voted for President Obama's Health Care 
legislation, and that appears to be at the heart of 
Wilson's complaint. 

At several points during his repeated calls, Wilson 
refers to Murray as a "(expletive) baby killer" or 
"(expletive) Pike Street whore." 
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During a recorded 14-minute conversation with an 
FBI agent who claimed to be a representative from an 
organization called Patients United Now, Wilson 
acknowledged having made several calls to Murray's 
office, and he also stated, "I do pack, and I will not 
blink...when I am confronted, and that is a guarantee. 
It's not a threat, it's a guarantee." 

Wilson told the agent that "I work in a 
neighborhood where I have to pack...but I pack a .38 
and I – if somebody says, I will not blink...cops only 
minutes away, but then seconds count... That's how 
come I pack a firearm." 

Murray is the fourth-ranking Senate Democrat, 
according to the Yakima Herald-Republic. She was 
one of the strongest supporters of the health care 
package. 

Evergreen State gun owners were concerned that 
gun prohibitionists would use this incident as a 
reflection on legally-armed citizens in general. Murray 
is also one of the Senate's leading anti-gunners. The 

New GUN WEEK, May 1, 2010 
 

Washington state pot activist denied gun 
purchase by N1CS 

by Dave Workman, Senior Editor 
Washington state medical marijuana activist Steve 

Sarich was the victim of an attempted home invasion 
robbery in which he was wounded as he traded shots 
with the culprits, but now he feels victimized again, 
by the National Instant Check System and local law 
enforcement. 

After the brief March 15 gunfight, during which he 
seriously wounded one of the alleged robbers, King 
County sheriff's detectives took Sarich's two .22-
caliber pistols in as evidence, along with two other 
firearms they found in his Kirkland-area home 
northeast of Seattle. 

The robbers had come into Sarich's rented home to 
steal marijuana and what they apparently expected to 
be a large sum of cash. Sarich is not only a medical 
marijuana patient, he also operates a business, 
CannaCare, which provides pot to other marijuana 
users who have authorization from a physician. 

Concerned about his vulnerability, Sarich drove to 
a Cabela's store several miles south of Seattle to 
purchase a shotgun and another handgun. It was 
during the process of completing that transaction he 
learned a shocking fact. 

Because he is a medical marijuana user, the NICS 
system considers him to be an unlawful user of a 
controlled substance, as defined by federal statute. 
Fred Gutt, a spokesman for the FBI in Seattle, told 
Gun Week that even though Washington state statute 
legalizes the use of marijuana for medical purposes, 
that law "is irrelevant for NICS purposes." Federal 
law classifies marijuana on the same level as heroin, 
and there are no exemptions for medicinal uses. 

"He's an admitted violator of federal law," Gutt 
explained, "and that's a disqualifier." 

The FBI, like the sheriff's office, is between the 
proverbial rock and hard place, because they do not 
make policy, they only enforce existing laws. Sheriff's 
spokesman Sgt. John Urquhart confirmed that his 
agency had forwarded a report about Sarich's case to 
NICS because of his admitted use of medical 
marijuana. 

"The reason our report was sent to NICS," 
Urquhart said, "was because they were making a 
decision as to whether the weapons purchase should 
be allowed, and they could use our case report to 
approve or not approve the transfer." 

Sarich is fuming, however, because he feels the 
sheriff's office violated his privacy. He has no criminal 
record, but Gutt noted that NICS checks can block a 
firearms transaction for reasons other than criminal 
convictions. 

Sarich's problems might date back to Jan. 13, 
when his home was burglarized. When a deputy 
arrived to investigate and smelled the pot, Sarich 
showed him a medical marijuana card. 

But Sarich also realizes that the only way to 
change his situation is for the government to re-
classify marijuana as a different level of controlled 
substance than heroin. He told Gun Week that he has 
been lobbying the Drug Enforcement Administration 
to change marijuana's classification for years, but he 
believes there has been no action "because this war on 
drugs is a powerful moneymaking machine." 

Fourteen states now legalize the use of marijuana 
for medical purposes, Sarich said. He argues that for 
pot to be classified on the same level as heroin and 
other hard drugs; it has to meet three standards, and 
marijuana meets none of them. 

"In order to be a 'Schedule 1' narcotic," he 
insisted, "it has to be highly addictive. It cannot be 
used safely even under supervision of a doctor, and it 
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has to have no accepted medical use in the United 
States. It failed all three of those tests." 

There are strict guidelines for medical marijuana 
use in Washington, including a limit on the number of 
plants one may have for personal use, along with 24 
ounces of dried bud, although more is allowed if 
someone can demonstrate the need. 

Following the March 15 shooting, deputies found 
almost 300 small "starter" plants and another 116 
plants in various stages of growth at Sarich's house, 
according to the Associated Press. 

This is not the first time Sarich has been in the 
spotlight for having a lot of pot. Three years ago, 
when Sarich was living in Everett, a raid by state drug 
enforcement officers found more than 1,000 
marijuana plants, which were removed. Sarich was 
never charged with a crime, however. The New GUN 

WEEK, May 1, 2010 
 

Hindsight 
DC voting bill scrapped over pro-gun 
amendment 

by Joseph P. Tartaro, Executive Editor 
The House of Representatives was expected to 

vote in late April on a bill that would have granted, 
for the first time, the District of Columbia's 600,000 
residents a voting representative. 

But the Democrat leadership scrapped the voting 
rights measure at the eleventh hour. The reason: 
because of a strong pro-gun amendment that would 
have prevented the city government from adopting 
and enforcing its stringent brand of gun prohibition. 

In announcing that the proposal would be 
scrapped, House Majority Leader Steny Hoyer (D-
MD) said the "price was too high." 

Gun rights activists and organizations have 
complained that even in the wake of the 2008 
Supreme Court Heller ruling, striking down the city's 
long-standing handgun ban as unconstitutional, the 
city has deliberately dragged its feet on enacting all 
but the most restrictive handgun policies. The 
amendment would have forced the city to adopt less 
stringent regulations. 

Democrats have long sought full congressional 
representation for the District of Columbia, but have 
balked at adopting a measure that would pair voting 
rights and gun rights. 

The House DC voting rights measure is similar to 
legislation passed last year in the Senate. It would 
grant full voting rights to the District's nonvoting 
House delegate and give Utah a fourth seat. 

But instead of representing a congressional district 
drawn by the Utah legislature, the new lawmaker 
would represent the entire state. 

Eleanor Holmes Norton, a Democrat who is the 
District's nonvoting delegate, has made voting rights 
a major congressional priority since her first election 
in 1990. After agonizing over the amended bill, she 
said supporters have to face reality and take the bitter 
with the sweet. 

Of course, it's not just anti-gunners who had 
concerns about the measure. Some Second 
Amendment champions have concerns, too. 

Sen. Orrin G. Hatch (R-UT), a longstanding 
advocate of DC voting rights, had threatened to 
filibuster the bill if it reaches the Senate. 

"Anyone who believes in what is left of federalism 
in America, regardless of their party or ideology, 
should oppose this legislation," Hatch said. "Utah 
deserves an additional seat in the House, but like 
every other state, it should have the freedom to elect 
its House members from regular districts. The federal 
government has no business dictating to any state 
which approach they must use." 

Rep. Candice S. Miller (R-MI) said that while the 
measure is well-intended it contradicts the US 
Constitution on two fronts. She takes issue with 
states' rights and constitutional mandates. 

The debate over a measure that linked two very 
thorny issues drew considerable media comment, 
some of it from expected sources. 

"Cravenness and horse trading are too often the 
political reality in Washington, but a deal now in the 
works is particularly cruel," The New York Times 
editorialized on Apr. 15, just days before the 
Democratic leadership's decision to scrap the DC 
proposal. 

The Times' headline for its polemic was "The Gun 
Lobby's Colony." It could just as well, and perhaps 
more accurately, used the headline "The Gun 
Grabbers' Colony," for that is what the nation's capital 
has become. No state or territory has a more 
consistently antigun, anti-self-defense policy than the 
District of Columbia. And none has demonstrated 
more inability to deal with violent crime. 
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"Congress is poised, finally, to give the tax-paying 
citizens of the District of Columbia what they have 
been so long and so unfairly denied: a representative 
with the power to vote, But the gun lobby has 
extracted too high a price: the scuttling of vital local 
gun controls intended to keep the capital city's 
residents safe," The. Times continued. 

"The district's—nonvoting—representative, 
Eleanor Holmes Norton, has reluctantly accepted this 
extortion. 'The strength of gun forces in Congress has 
grown, not diminished,' she declared in explaining 
why she felt forced to abandon her long fight for a 
measure free of gun lobby abuses. She estimates that 
her cause and the Democratic majority may only be 
weakened in the next election. And she feels the gun 
lobby is powerful enough to oppress the district with 
a stand-alone measure. 

"That all may be true. But it is not inevitable and 
certainly not enough reason to hand the gun lobby 
this pernicious victory," The Times opined. 

"The legislation would intrude on home-rule 
prerogatives by repealing the district's restrictions on 
semiautomatic weapons, rolling back requirements 
for registering most guns and even dropping existing 
criminal penalties for owners of unregistered firearms. 

"House Democratic leaders previously opposed 
gun control attachments, but they, too, seem ready to 
accept the measure, inserted in the Senate's version of 
the DC voting bill by John Ensign, a Republican of 
Nevada. 

"As usual, bipartisan majorities stand by to do the 
gun lobby's bidding. It has already been endorsed by 
the Democratic majority leader, Harry Reid of 
Nevada. It is a cynical, sickening compromise," The 
Times whined. 

The Times has plenty to whine about. 
First, the newspaper has historically led the fight 

by the establishment elite—in the press, along Park 
Avenue and in conclaves of the wealthy and 
powerful—that only the people the establishment 
approves of should have the means to defend 
themselves. For years, while The Times supported the 
most restrictive gun laws in New York City, New 
York state and the nation's capital, its publishers have 
been among the select few to obtain the rarest forms 
of concealed carry licenses—those approved by the 
NYPD. 

Second, while The Times has always labeled the 
gun rights freedom positions of the NRA and other 
pro-gun groups as "wool-headed and dangerous," it 
has seen those rights expanded greatly in the past two 
decades. 

Third, The Times was a leader among those 
powerful newspapers that opposed unsuccessfully 
every right-to-carry law proposed and passed in 
states across the country during the last 25 years. 
They predicted the direst consequences whenever and 
wherever right-to-carry laws were passed. However, 
the laws were passed by popular legislative action and 
the doomsday prophecies of The Times editorialists 
have not come to pass. 

All of the talk about how safe the District is 
because of the gun policies that disarm the law-
abiding, didn't mention the reality of life—and 
death—in Washington. 

As the debate over voting rights and gun 
ownership was heating up, nine people were shot 
including five killed along one city block in DC, on 
the night of March 19 after shooters opened fire on a 
crowd, police said 

CNN reported that a tenth person was shot on 
nearby Galveston Street, but it wasn't clear whether 
the two shootings were related. 

After all, criminal gunfire is so common in the 
principle city of the gun control movement, it is 
difficult for police to know what's going on. 

The crowd sprayed with bullets in the drive-by 
shooting had just returned from the funeral of a man 
slain nearby a few days earlier. 

Two men and a14-year old, accused of driving the 
minivan the bullets were fired from were charged with 
first-degree murder. One of the suspects, Orlando 
Carter, also has been charged with second-degree 
murder in the March 22 shooting of Jordan Howe, 
whose funeral was conducted earlier the same day as 
the big drive-by shooting. 

On March 23, Carter was shot in the head and 
shoulder hours after his brother was arrested in 
Howe's death, according to court documents. 

That's the status quo in Washington, DC, with the 
anti-gunners in charge as The New York Times 
would have it. The New GUN WEEK, May 15, 2010 
 

Hindsight 
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Media would be 13th juror in fatal self-
defense cases 

by Joseph P. Tartaro, Executive Editor 
When you are forced to use a firearm to defend 

your life, your family and your home in what my good 
friend Massad Ayoob has labeled "the gravest 
extreme," your actions will be subject to scrutiny by 
more than police and prosecutors. The public, of 
course, will have its own perspective on the facts of 
the case, but those views may be malleable, 
depending of the media. 

Newspapers, radio and television stations, and, of 
late, Internet sources will help shape the public 
perception of those facts. This became abundantly 
clear following a March 28 incident in Amherst, NY, 
a mostly affluent northern suburb of Buffalo. 

Here are some basic facts. 
A homeowner was awakened in the early hours of 

that Sunday morning by sounds of an intruder (or 
intruders) in the lower part of his home. His wife 
called 911 while he got a shotgun he used for 
occasional hunting and went to the top of a second 
floor stairway landing. 

He could see a figure in the dark below and 
shouted that he was armed and that the person or 
persons below should leave his house immediately. 
He further shouted that his wife had already called the 
police. 

After repeated warnings with no response or 
reaction from whoever was at the bottom of the 
stairway, he fired. The intruder went down. 

When police arrived, it appeared to be a cut and 
dried case of a homeowner defending his property. It 
did not seem that the police would bring charges 
against the homeowner. 

No one disputes the facts which I have recounted, 
but that's not the end of the story, which was first 
given standard police blotter type news reportage. 

However, it was soon learned that the intruder, 
who died from that shotgun blast, apparently was not 
your run of the mill burglar or home invader. He was 
identified as a 31- year-old teacher from Albany, NY, 
who had been attending a "diaper party" at the home 
of friends in the immediate neighborhood. 

Reports indicated that he had left the party to walk 
around the neighborhood, for reasons unknown, and 
also for reasons unknown entered a stranger's home, 

possibly through a rear door that might or might not 
have been left unlocked. 

At this revelation, the media began to worry the 
story like a dog does a bone, adding lots of 
conjecture. Most of my quotes will be from the 
principle print news source, The Buffalo News, but 
the tone of that newspaper's handling of the story was 
followed pretty closely by local radio and television 
coverage. 

On March 29, all news reports were mostly based 
on known facts as reported by the Amherst police. 
But by March 30, the headlines and treatment had 
shifted. The front page of that day's News featured 
the headline "Violent death of teacher rife with 'whys.' 
" 

The leading paragraphs set the tone: "In Albany, 
educators and students are mourning the shooting 
death of a popular, award-winning elementary school 
teacher. 

"In Amherst, police are trying to determine how 
and why it happened. 

"In a bizarre case that has touched off debate 
about using guns for home protection, 31-year-old 
David A. Park was fatally shot Sunday after he 
entered a stranger's home at about 1 a.m." 

The story then quoted Amherst police sources, 
relatives and friends of Park, the attorney for the 
homeowner identified as David D'Amico, 
representatives of some pro-gun organizations, and 
Peter Hamm, a Washington, DC, spokesman for the 
Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence. Hamm 
avoided a direct comment on the facts in this case, 
but did shroud it in fog as he plied the antigun 
platform, noting, "We see cases like this several times 
a year, sometimes involving people who accidentally 
shoot their own spouse, their son or daughter." 

The next day's news reports dumped the story in 
the Erie County District Attorney's lap. Amherst 
Assistant Police Chief Timothy M. Green was quoted 
as saying "I don't anticipate any charges being filed by 
us, with the DA's involvement." 

The DA's office was quoted as saying that no 
decision would be made regarding charges or 
presentation of the case to a grand jury pending 
results of toxicology tests on the dead man to 
determine if he was drunk or on drugs. 
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In follow-up reports by print and electronic media, 
the DA's office said that speed was requested for the 
toxicology tests which normally take several weeks. 

Curiously, the News headline for that story said, 
"DA weighs charges in killing of teacher." It would 
seem that some in the media had made the intruder 
into the victim, possibly of a crime. 

With that kind of media setting for the story, it 
was not surprising to see Donn Esmonde's column in 
the April 2 Buffalo News headlined with "Having a 
gun in the house isn't worth it." 

"I do not think it is worth it. List all of the things 
that could go wrong with having a gun in the house. 
Weigh them against the remote possibility of needing 
the weapon as a last line of defense. To me, the 
potential risk outweighs the possible reward," 
Esmonde began. 

"Gun or no gun? Like it or not, the question just 
got thrown in all of our faces, in the worst way, for 
the worst reason. 

"What happened last weekend in Amherst is, to 
me, another argument against owning a gun, another 
brick in the not-in-my-house wall," Esmonde wrote. 

"Only later did D'Amico find out that the intruder 
was not a criminal or a killer. He was, by all 
indications, a law-abiding guy who just walked into 
the wrong house. 

"If that is what happened, D'Amico will likely be 
cleared. The law says that if you feel threatened in 
your home, you have the right to use deadly force. I 
have no problem with that. But this case is about 
more than what happens in the courts.... 

"Some people think they need a gun for 
protection. Fine. My sense—backed up by several 
independent studies cited by the Brady Campaign to 
Prevent Gun Violence—is it is more likely that the 
gun will be used in a flash of anger on a spouse; or 
picked up in a moment of despair to commit suicide; 
or messed with—tragically by an unsupervised child; 
or used by a troubled teen against teachers and 
classmates. Or, well, picked up to shoot an innocent 
intruder." 

How an intruder in your home became innocent 
may be a question only in Esmonde's mind. "A gun in 
the house? No way. Not where I live," Esmonde 
concluded. 

Esmonde's column didn't go unnoticed for The 
News' readers. Reaction was uniformly unfavorable in 

letters to the editor published by the newspaper on 
April. 11. 

This is not the first time that Esmonde's opinions 
failed to gain the approval of his readers, and it 
probably won't be the last time he writes something 
out of sync with the general public. But he did hit a 
nerve pulsing in the veins of the body politic. Even 
before his column appeared, there had been letters of 
support for the homeowner and his right to defend his 
home and family with arms against intruders, no 
matter what their intentions. 

A major AM radio station in the market, WBEN, 
had run a morning poll to gauge the public's views of 
the shooting. The results I heard announce were 92% 
in favor of the right of homeowners to use firearms in 
defending their property and its residents. 

The facts in the case are fairly straightforward. A 
homeowner awakened in the middle of the night 
defends his home. He doesn't know the intruder or his 
intensions. The media can paint it anyway they want. 
But it appears that the police and the DA are being 
very careful about this case. The New GUN WEEK, May 

1, 2010 
 
************************************************

** 

SAF --NEWS RELEASE 

 

GLOATING OVER COURT RULING IN 
'HELLER II' REVEALS BRADY 

CAMPAIGN'S GUN BAN PHILOSOPHY 
 

5/12/2010 

2nd Amendment Rights Protected During 
Emergency In Hawaii; "Castle Doctrine" 
Enacted As Governor Signs Laws 

Governor Linda Lingle today signed into law two 
important bills preserving 2nd Amendment rights 
passed by the recently adjourned 25th Hawaii State 
Legislature. 

SB 358, SD1, HD2 introduced by State Senator 
Sam Slom (R-8th Oahu - Hawaii Kai to 
Diamondhead) (Act 96) establishes provisions 
relating to prohibition against seizure of firearms or 
ammunition during emergency or disaster, suspension 
of permit or license. Prohibits any person or 
government entity to seize or confiscate, under any 
civil defense, emergency, or disaster relief powers or 
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functions conferred, or during any civil defense 
emergency period, or during any time of national 
emergency or crisis, any firearm or ammunition and 
permit or license of any individual who is lawfully 
permitted to carry or possess the firearm or 
ammunition and who carries, possesses, or uses the 
firearm or ammunition in a lawful manner and in 
accordance with the criminal laws of this State. -- 
Amends provisions relating to civil defense powers, in 
general. Section Affected: 134- (1 SECTION), 128-
6. 

Slom, a Trustee and Secretary of the Bellevue, 
Washington-based Second Amendment Foundation 
said he introduced the legislation in part as a result of 
Hurricane Katrina's aftermath in New Orleans when 
law enforcement officials went door-to-door and 
seized legal firearms from legally registered owners. 
The court subsequently overturned the state's actions. 
He said he also had worried constituents call this year 
during the Hawaii Tidal Wave alert. Citizens were 
concerned that the police would not be able to 
protect everyone and their property during a major 
emergency. 

Slom added, " I emphasize this law applies to 
legally owned and registered firearms. This is a good 
bill and Governor Linda Lingle should be thanked for 
her prompt attention to this important legislation 
which passed the Senate unanimously. Hawaii now 
joins 30 other states with similar legislation." 

The other bill signed today (Act 97) is SB0532 
SD1 HD1 CD1 RELATING TO LIMITING CIVIL 
LIABILITY. Also known as the "CASTLE 
DOCTRINE", and originally introduced by Slom, the 
version that passed was sponsored by Senate 
Judiciary Chairman Brian Taniguchi (D-Manoa), By 
Request. Current Hawaii law requires a homeowner 
to "retreat" from his or her own home when invaded 
by a criminal engaging in a felony. The new law 
establishes provisions relating to owner to felon; 
limited liability. Provides that any owner of any other 
interest in real property shall not be liable to any 
perpetrator for any injury or death that occurs upon 
the real property during the course or after the 
commission of certain felony offenses. -- 

Section Affected: 663- (1 SECTION) OWNER 
TO FELON. 

Slom said of this bill, "It represents common sense 
and confirms in Hawaii the old adage, "A man's (or 

woman's) home is his (her) castle." It should put 
potential criminals on notice that they no longer can 
break in, commit a felony, threaten the owner and 
escape with no risk of personal harm. Both laws are 
about taking back our individual, Constitutional 
rights" 

 

5/11/2010 

Is the Brady Campaign a closet klavern of 
the Klan 

By Alan Gottlieb and Dave Workman 

 They opposed a landmark court ruling that struck 
down the handgun ban in District of Columbia, a city 
with a predominantly black population. 

They later opposed legislation that would grant the 
District full voting rights in Congress, because the 
measure contained a provision expanding gun rights 
for those same citizens. 

They filed a court brief opposing a lawsuit filed 
against the City of Chicago’s handgun ban by Otis 
McDonald, an African-American whose life story 
would make inspiring material for a movie. 

They are the leaders of the Brady Campaign to 
Prevent Gun Violence and one is left to wonder how 
this bunch would have reacted to the plight of Robert 
Hicks, a black man who rose to civil rights 
prominence in the mid-1960s. The 81-year-old Mr. 
Hicks passed away April 13, and is remembered for 
being, among other things, the last known surviving 
member of the Deacons for Defense and Justice. 

Hicks was a worker in a paper mill, and his home 
in Bogalusa, LA was targeted by racist thugs for a 
bombing because he had the audacity to house two 
white civil rights workers. On Feb. 1, 1965, Hicks 
was warned that the Ku Klux Klan was coming, and 
the local police essentially stood aside, claiming there 
was nothing they could do, according to an account 
in the New York Times. 

So Mr. Hicks and his wife sent their children to the 
homes of friends and neighbors, and did something 
that would no doubt cause the Brady Camp to erupt 
in shrieks. They called other friends for protection 
and, the Times noted, Soon, armed black men 
materialized. Nothing happened. 

Mr. Hicks was to become a leader in the Deacons 
group, which was organized in Jonesboro, LA in 
1964 and lasted for about four years. The traditionally 
anti-gun New York Times described the Deacons as a 
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secretive paramilitary organization of blacks. They 
might just as accurately have been described as a 
black militia. The Brady Campaign has argued that 
the right to keep and bear arms applied only to the 
organized militia, but we have yet to see a Brady 
endorsement for the Deacons. Hicks also rose to be a 
leader in the local N.A.A.C.P. and also was once the 
head of the Bogalusa Civic and Voters League. 

The Brady Campaign and their soul mates at the 
Violence Policy Center have consistently avoided 
discussing the racist underpinnings of gun control 
because they know it is a political minefield. Historian 
Clayton Cramer noted in his essay on the racist roots 
of gun control that, The historical record provides 
compelling evidence that racism underlies gun control 
laws and not in any subtle way. Throughout much of 
American history, governments openly stated that gun 
control laws were useful for keeping blacks and 
Hispanics "in their place" and for quieting the racial 
fears of whites. 

How much longer can the Brady Bunch and its 
allies conceal the ugly true nature of gun control laws 
These laws were the cornerstone of the Black Codes 
in the Reconstruction South, designed to keep free 
blacks defenseless against the night riders who would 
eventually become the Klan. 

Failure to address the racist roots of gun control 
makes every other argument professed by the Brady 
Campaign to be little more than a subterfuge. 
Municipal gun bans disproportionately affect inner 
city minorities, yet nobody in the gun prohibition 
movement dares to broach the subject, because once 
the lid is off of that Pandora’s Box, it is not going to 
close again, and anti-gunners know it. 

Alan Gottlieb is founder of the Second 
Amendment Foundation. Dave Workman is senior 
editor of Gun Week. They are co-authors of Assault 
on Weapons: The Campaign to Eliminate Your Guns.  

 
************************************************

** 
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5/12/2010 

Omaha Walgreens Hero Still Being Denied 
Right To Self-Defense 

OMAHA, NE The Nebraska Firearms Owners 
Association (NFOA) today called on the city of 

Omaha to end its practice of registering firearms, in 
the wake of a case involving a private citizen who 
fatally shot an armed robber, and who continues to be 
denied the ability to register a new firearm by the 
Omaha Police Department, which took his defensive 
sidearm used in the shooting into evidence. 

NFOA President Andreas Allen said that the hero 
in this incident, Harry (James) McCullough, now 
faces gang reprisal because the armed robber man he 
fatally shot was a documented gang member. Mr. 
McCullough has great concern for his personal 
safety.? 

He is living on the road, sleeping at a different 
house every night and not working, Allen said. 

We arranged for Mr. McCullough to get a new 
replacement handgun from a federally licensed 
firearms dealer, he continued. Mr. McCullough 
completed the paperwork on his new handgun and 
took a receipt down to OPD to register the handgun 
before taking possession of it, to make sure he was in 
complete compliance with city ordinances. OPD 
denied his registration because of a past citation for 
carrying a concealed weapon. After the City 
Prosecutor publicly stated he did not have grounds to 
charge Mr. McCullough, he again contacted the 
police to register his new firearm and was turned 
away. 

Alan Gottlieb, chairman of the Citizens Committee 
for the Right to Keep and Bear Arms, called this 
situation unconscionable. NFOA is a Citizens 
Committee affiliate. 

Mister McCullough has been cleared of any 
wrongdoing in this case,? Gottlieb observed, ?yet the 
police are retaining his firearm, and will not allow him 
to register a replacement gun. He intervened in a 
dangerous situation, at great personal risk, and now 
he is being put at continued risk by a police 
department policy that is both arbitrary and 
capricious. 

Mr. McCullough has a right to protect himself, 
and his rights are being denied right now, Allen said. 

When NFOA asked the Chief of Police to assist 
with this issue, he responded: This is Omaha, and we 
ask you to respect the challenges of our city. 

The city’s handgun registration ordinance has been 
nothing more than a tool used against average 
citizens to prevent gun ownership,? Allen said. ?The 
Omaha Police Department has blatantly ignored state 
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law over the past year, even as we tried to work with 
the police and prosecutor’s office to correct this 
violation. After conversations with both offices they 
refused to adjust their policies. They continue to 
make excuses even after a deputy chief was chastised 
by the Legislature’s Judiciary Committee, and even 
after the State Attorney General released an opinion 
that they are in violation of the law. 

This is very disappointing, he said. I thought it was 
the job of the police department to enforce the laws, 
not ignore them. 

Allen said there are many other cases of 
individuals being denied registration unfairly. The 
Omaha Police claim registration is a tool to track 
guns, he added, but he asserted that that this tool is 
used more often to prevent gun ownership than to 
track down stolen guns. 

I think it is time the City of Omaha take a step 
back and reevaluate this whole handgun registration 
issue. It is time the city council eliminate this 
ordinance, he said. 

The Nebraska Firearms Owners Association 
(www.NebraskaFirearms.org) is the largest firearms 
rights organization in the state of Nebraska. NFOA 
was organized to represent its membership at the 
Nebraska Legislature and other law making bodies 
within the state as well as at the federal level. 
Membership is free for all Nebraskans concerned with 
their right to keep and bear arms. NFOA members 
will also make it a priority to educate residents on 
firearms related issues. Email: nefirearms@gmail.com 
for more information. 

 

4/28/2010 

Ccrkba Supports Legislation To Correct 
Onerous D.C. Gun Laws 

BELLEVUE, WA The Citizens Committee for the 
Right to Keep and Bear Arms today said a bipartisan 
bill introduced by Senators Jon Tester and John 
McCain that would repeal most gun laws in the 
District of Columbia ?would not be necessary if 
District officials had lived up to the 2008 Supreme 
Court ruling in the Heller case.? 

Tester (D-MT) and McCain (R-AZ) unveiled the 
Second Amendment Enforcement Act Tuesday. It 
would overrule the District’s deliberately complicated 
registration requirements and would also prevent 
enactment of regulations that prohibit the carrying of 

firearms in public places. The bill would further reign 
in the police chief’s discretionary power to deny carry 
licenses to law-abiding citizens. Companion 
legislation was introduced in the House by Reps. 
Travis Childers (D-MS) and Mark Souder (R-IN). 

District officials have stubbornly refused to adopt 
rational gun regulations that include the right-to-carry 
for self-defense, even after they were essentially told 
to do so by the Supreme Court,? said CCRKBA 
Chairman Alan Gottlieb. The city’s resistance to 
change has been both obstructive and childish, and it 
is time for grown-ups in Congress to stop this 
nonsense. 

Mayor Adrian Fenty, the District Council and 
Police Chief Cathy Lanier have deliberately, and I 
believe maliciously placed one roadblock after 
another in the paths of District citizens to exercise 
their Second Amendment rights,? he continued. 
These officials have hardly dealt with this issue in 
good faith. Instead they have mired the process in 
needless bureaucracy with no other apparent purpose 
than to simply discourage District residents from 
legally obtaining and keeping firearms for personal 
protection, as the Heller ruling clearly mandated. 

Just the other day,? he noted, ?they willingly 
sacrificed full congressional voting rights because the 
measure also included full gun rights provisions. 

We will encourage our members to support the 
Second Amendment Enforcement Act, Gottlieb 
stated. The District government’s arrogant obstinacy 
has grown intolerable. Congress must pass this 
legislation and force the District’s juvenile city 
government to behave. 

 

************************************************

*** 

Gun Owners of America  NEWS RELEASES: 
Gun Owners of America E-Mail Alerts 

8001 Forbes Place, Suite 102, Springfield, VA 22151 

Phone: 703-321-8585 / FAX: 703-321-8408 

http://www.gunowners.org/ordergoamem.htm 

 

May 12, 2010 
Dear Friend of the Second Amendment: 

Gun Owners of America Political Victory Fund is 
proud to endorse Sam Rohrer for Governor of 
Pennsylvania. 

In a time when politicians in Washington have 
abused and grossly exceeded their constitutional 
limits, people at the state level are looking for fighters 
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who are not afraid to rein in the federal government 
and place it back under the constraints of the U.S. 
Constitution. 

State Representative Sam Rohrer is a long-time 
leader in the battle against federal intrusion, especially 
when it concerns the right to keep and bear arms.   

Representative Rohrer stood up for gun owners 
and states' rights with legislation to repeal the 2005 
Real ID Act, a law that would have compromised the 
privacy of gun owners.  

"I am deeply concerned about how the rights of 
law-abiding gun owners will be impacted by the 
implementation of the REAL ID Act," said Rohrer.   
"The Second Amendment clearly states that our right 
to keep and bear arms shall not be infringed upon. 
Thus, it is safe to say that Benjamin Franklin, Thomas 
Jefferson, James Madison and the rest of our nation's 
Founding Fathers would not even consider carrying 
around a biometric, REAL ID card that would allow 
the federal government to instantly track their 
activities and whereabouts. 

"Make no mistake about it, REAL ID holds the 
unmatched potential to violate our Second 
Amendment liberty as we know it," Rohrer 
continued. "Whether you're actually buying a firearm 
or purchasing shells or bullets for hunting, 
recreational target shooting or self-defense makes no 
difference.   The store will scan your REAL ID card, 
and your purchase could be permanently registered in 
the federal government's national driver's license 
registry. In essence, the federal government could 
also have the ability to limit the amount of guns and 
ammunition you're allowed to purchase or own." 

Rep. Rohrer also authored and introduced the 
Tenth Amendment Resolution, which calls for 
aggressive opposition to the size and growth of 
federal programs, regulations and mandates from 
Washington D.C.   

"Before there was ever a federal government, 
there were sovereign individual states.  The 
Constitution very, very clearly recognizes that we are 
a Republic," said Rohrer.   

In Harrisburg, Representative Rohrer has stood up 
and supported every pro-Second Amendment bill that 
came up in the State House, including: 

 

* Castle Doctrine legislation, which strengthens 
existing laws dealing with the use of lethal force for 
the purpose of self-defense; 

* Legislation to allow individuals with a valid 
Pennsylvania license to carry a firearm to purchase 
additional guns without the cumbersome, expensive 
and redundant requirements of subsequent 
background checks through the Pennsylvania Instant 
Check System (PICS). 

* Legislation that enables law-abiding individuals 
who can demonstrate evidence of imminent danger to 
themselves or a member of their family to receive a 
90-day temporary emergency license to carry a 
firearm, allowing sufficient time to apply for a regular 
license to carry a firearm and undergo the potential 
45-day waiting period for a license to carry under 
current state law; and, 

* Legislation calling for Pennsylvania law 
enforcement agencies, specifically the state police, to 
discontinue its database of legal handgun purchases. 
Those records include personal information about gun 
owners, such as mailing addresses and Social Security 
numbers.  The bill also sets a third-degree felony 
penalty and a fine up to $5 million for maintaining an 
illegal gun registry or database. 

 
"Gun owners across this Commonwealth are 

justifiably outraged any time they are mandated by 
government to endure a loss of Constitutional 
freedom and personal security," said Rohrer at a 2007 
rally.  

"When government is not properly enforcing the 
laws that already exist to curtail violent crime, it is 
nothing short of tyranny in the first degree to place 
additional restrictions on law-abiding citizens whose 
only desire is to defend their lives, their loved ones 
and their property." 

As a legislator, Rep. Rohrer has stayed true to his 
personal commitment to the Second Amendment.  
"My goal as governor," said Rohrer at a recent town 
hall meeting, "would not be to get guns off the 
streets, but to get criminals off the streets."   

Gun Owners of America is a proud supporter of 
Sam Rohrer for Governor, and encourages all 
Pennsylvania gun owners and sportsmen to vote for 
Sam Rohrer in the May 18 Republican primary. 

Please visit http://www.samrohrer.org to learn more 
about this race. 
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Sincerely, 
Tim Macy 
Vice-Chairman 
 

Friday, April 30, 2010 
The Democrat-controlled Congress and the White 

House are pulling out all the stops to offset the 
oncoming tidal wave that is threatening to throw 
them out of power this November. 

With their polls sagging badly, the liberal 
Democrats rammed through a Puerto Rican statehood 
resolution yesterday which many consider the first 
step towards making Puerto Rico the 51st state -- a 
move that would give liberal progressives in the 
Congress six more Representatives and two new 
Senators. 

Making Puerto Rico a state would bring another 
gun control bastion into our nation and bring almost 
ten anti-gun congressmen and senators into the 
Congress.   

This is disgraceful!  With her party's polls 
plummeting, House Speaker Nancy Pelosi is trying to 
get as many additional progressives into Congress as 
possible so that she can continue advancing her 
liberal, anti-American agenda. 

Regarding the statehood resolution, Rep. Jason 
Chaffetz (R-UT) says it "is the Puerto Rico statehood 
bill which is being pushed by the new progressive 
party in Puerto Rico trying to create a federally 
[sanctioned] vote that they say is nonbinding but 
would give them the legitimacy to then come back 
and try to seat people in the United States Congress." 

To see how your congressman voted on the 
Puerto Rican statehood resolution, go to:  

http://clerk.house.gov/evs/2010/roll242.xml 
GOA will keep you updated as to when a vote is 

scheduled in the U.S. Senate. 
 

GOA helps kill Pelosi's attempt to give DC 
a vote in Congress 

Not to be satisfied with merely eight new liberal 
votes from Puerto Rico, liberal Democrats want to 
give statehood to Washington, DC.  S. 160 would 
take a major step in that direction by giving this 
federal enclave a vote in the House of 
Representatives.   

The bill is the DC Voting Rights Act, otherwise 
known as the DC Vote Grab Act.  It would make 
Delegate Eleanor Holmes Norton a legitimate voting 
member of the U.S. House of Representatives. 

If you know anything about Del. Norton, you 
know that she is one of the most liberal, anti-gun 
legislators in the country -- one who completely 
supports Nancy Pelosi's agenda.  Of course, 
Democrats are not just going to settle for a mere 
Representative in Congress... they want statehood for 
the District of Columbia in order to get two anti-gun 
Senators, as well.   

It seems that the Obama-Reid-Pelosi strategy is to 
continue screwing the country -- even if it hurts them 
in the polls -- because then they will work to get as 
many "new" votes as possible through Puerto Rican 
statehood... DC statehood... and even things like 
amnesty for illegal aliens.  

But if Pelosi were to succeed in making DC a 
state, there will be two more liberal votes in the 
Senate -- a situation that would allow them to break 
any Republican filibuster that would stymie their anti-
gun agenda. 

The Senate passed S. 160 last year, and if it were 
not for Gun Owners of America and Senator John 
Ensign, it would have been signed into law last 
spring.   

Pro-gun Senator John Ensign and Gun Owners of 
America worked together to attach an amendment to 
the DC Vote Grab Act.  The amendment would 
repeal all the restrictive gun control laws still on the 
books in DC after the landmark D.C. v. Heller 
Supreme Court decision. The vote margin was an 
amazing 62-36 in the Senate!  

Wiping out DC's still very restrictive anti-gun laws 
was not what Speaker Pelosi and other rabid anti-
Second Amendment members of the House wanted to 
see.   

Because of this GOA-supported amendment, the 
House has been unable to take any action on the 
Senate measure.  While Speaker Pelosi has no desire 
to see a pro-gun provision within the DC bill, many 
House members are afraid to vote for any such bill 
that doesn't contain the pro-gun Ensign amendment.  
In short, this has been a real Mexican standoff that 
has lasted for nearly a year. 

In fact, when Pelosi tried to bring up the bill last 
week, she could not muster enough votes to secure 
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passage.  S. 160 might now be dead for the year, but 
GOA will continue watching this and alert you to any 
attempts to bring up the bill again. 

 

*************************************************** 

NSSF Bullet Points 

5/10/2010 
 

Firearm Safety, Conservation Videos for Schools 
MORE THAN 4,500 ORDERED . . . NSSF has 

launched an e-mail campaign offering free educational 
videos about firearm safety and wildlife conservation 
to teachers and school administrators across the 
country. Just several days into the campaign, NSSF is 
pleased to report that more than 4,500 DVDs have 
been ordered by educators, reflecting their strong 
interest in teaching students about these important 
subjects. "We believe teachers and school 
administrators should teach students how to correctly 
respond if they encounter an unattended firearm," 
said NSSF President Steve Sanetti. About the 
conservation DVD, he said, "We have a generation of 
children who spend less time outdoors and who see 
more wildlife on television than in the wild. It's 
important that students today understand how once-
endangered species . . . have been brought back to 
abundance through efforts funded by hunters." Order 
the firearm safety DVD and conservation DVD. 
 

Industry News 

• ATK PROPELLED BY MILITARY, 
COMMERCIAL AMMO SALES IN 
FY10 . . . Alliant Techsystems 
(NYSE:ATK) reported that full-year sales in 

fiscal year 2010 increased 5 percent to $4.8 
billion, led by the strength of the company's 
Armament Systems group. Sales in ATK's 
Armament Systems group were up 25 
percent for the year to $2.2 billion, 
compared to $1.7 billion in the prior year. 
Fourth-quarter Armament Systems group 
sales rose 26 percent. ATK reported overall 
fourth-quarter earnings of $58.4 million, or 
$1.73 per share, compared to a loss of $36.5 
million, or $1.12 per share, a year ago. 

• CABELA'S REPORTS RECORD FIRST 
QUARTER EARNINGS . . . Outdoor 
retailer Cablela's (NYSE:CAB) posted a 
profit of $8.1 million in the first quarter, up 
57.8 percent compared the same period last 
year. Total revenue increased 5.1 percent to 
$559.6 million, while same-store sales (sales 
at stores that have been open for at least a 
year) decreased 1.7 percent. "As we 
anniversary the period of strong sales of 
firearms and ammunition, we have been 
pleased that sales declines in these two 
categories have been less than expected," 
said Cabela's CEO Tommy Millner. Earnings 
easily beat Wall Street expectations.  

• APRIL BACKGROUND CHECKS ON 
FIREARM SALES . . . Data released by 
the FBI's National Instant Criminal 
Background Check System (NICS) reported 
1,146,912(a) checks in April 2010, ranking 
the month the second highest April for most 
NICS checks. This figure, while being a 6.5 
percent decrease from the 1,225,980 checks 
conducted in April 2009, is an increase of 
21.9 percent over checks in April 2008. The 
total number of background checks reported 
since the beginning of NICS is 
114,827,284(b). (a)(b) The state of Utah is 

implementing a procedure in which it will 

be checking state Concealed Firearm 

Permit (CFP) holders up against NICS on a 

quarterly basis (January, April, July and 

October). The April 2010 count of 109,391 

for Utah may be artificially inflated by this 

new procedure as the average NICS figure 

for Utah over the past 15 months (January 

2009 - March 2010) has been 22,542. NSSF 
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has adjusted the original April 2010 NICS 

figure for the state of Utah from 109,391 to 

22,542 for the purpose of this report. 
 

Legal & Legislative 

• MAYOR BLOOMBERG TAKES TO 
THE HILL . . . WITH 
MISINFORMATION . . . New York City 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg was on Capitol 
Hill last week to advocate for denying the 
Second Amendment rights of Americans 
who the government has placed on secret 
"watch lists." The names of tens of 
thousands of law-abiding Americans have 
been added to these secret government 
watch lists, many times for no legitimate 
reason. Full Story 

• NSSF RESPONDS TO NY TIMES 
'GOVERNMENT WATCH LIST' 
EDITORIAL . . . An editorial Friday in The 
New York Times, titled "The Gun Lobby's 
Long Shadow," prompted this response 
from the NSSF.  

• INDUSTRY MATCHES ATF REWARD 
. . . NSSF has announced a $5,000 reward 
for information leading to the arrest and/or 
conviction of those responsible for the 
recent theft of 24 firearms from Pannell's 
Firearms, located at 10102 Main Street in 
Woodstock, Ga. The case is being jointly 
investigated by ATF special agents and 
Cherokee Sheriff's Office (CSO) 
investigators. The NSSF reward offer 
matches a $5,000 reward offered by the 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 
Explosives. Steve Sanetti, president of the 
NSSF, said, "Our matching reward offer will 
hopefully help assist ATF and local law 
enforcement in solving this crime against a 
federally licensed firearms dealer and lead to 
the swift recovery of stolen firearms before 
they can enter the illegal underground black 
market where they can be misused to 
commit violent crimes." 

 

5/3/2010 

New Report Shows Industry's Economic Impact 

TOTAL IMPACT: $27.8 BILLION IN 2009 . . 
. At a Capitol Hill briefing on Thursday, the National 
Shooting Sports Foundation released a newly 
commissioned report detailing the significant 
economic impact the firearms and ammunition 
industry has on the nation's and each state's economy. 
"During difficult economic times and high 
unemployment rates nationally, our industry actually 
grew and created 16,800 new, well-paying jobs," said 
NSSF President Steve Sanetti. "Our industry is proud 
to be one of the bright spots in this economy." The 
economic growth America's firearms and ammunition 
industry experienced last year was driven by an 
unprecedented number of Americans choosing to 
exercise their fundamental right to keep and bear 
arms and purchase a firearm and ammunition. This 
coincided with the continued decline in accidental 
firearm-related deaths (more than a 60 percent 
decrease in the last 20 years) and a continued drop in 

crime rates nationally. Read more and view full 

report. 

NSSF CONGRESSIONAL FLY-IN A 
SUCCESS . . . NSSF last week hosted its third 
annual -- and most successful yet -- congressional 
"fly-in." Firearms industry executives met in 
Washington, D.C., with key congressional leaders on 
a number of legislative and regulatory issues 
important to the industry. "This was the best fly-in 
I've had the privilege to attend," said NSSF President 
Steve Sanetti. "Representatives from our industry 
were able to meet face-to-face with lawmakers about 
their concerns. NSSF also used the opportunity to 
highlight the immense economic impact our industry 
has in this country by releasing our recently 
commissioned Firearms and Ammunition Industry 
Economic Impact Report." Issues discussed at the 
fly-in included reforming the payment schedule for 
federal excise taxes, safeguarding the rights of 
sportsmen to continue to use traditional ammunition, 
improving the ability of U.S. manufacturers to 
compete in an increasingly global economy by 
removing export controls (not affecting national 
security) that impede business and seeking a 
comprehensive federal study of firearms 
microstamping -- an unreliable technology being 
promoted by gun-control groups. Industry executives 
were pleased with the results. "Attending the fly-in 
afforded me the opportunity to have our company's 
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voice heard by important congressional leaders," said 
Joe Bartozzi, NSSF board member and O.F. 
Mossberg & Sons senior vice president and general 
counsel.  

LIEBERMAN, OTHERS TO SUPPORT 
EXCISE TAX MODERNIZATION BILL . . . 
Sens. Joe Lieberman (I - Conn.) and Jeanne Shaheen 
(D - N.H.) and Rep. Ciro Rodriguez (D - Texas) are 
the most recent lawmakers to pledge their support for 
S 632 and HR 510, legislation that will bring equity 
to the firearms and ammunition excise tax payment 
schedule. It is important that members of the firearms 
and ammunition industry continue to urge their 
senators and representatives to support S 632 and HR 
510 -- pro-conservation, pro-business, bipartisan 
legislation. Learn more about this legislation.  

 

Industry News 

• FIREARMS AND AMMUNITION 
EXCISE TAXES UP 27 PERCENT IN 
2009 . . . According to the Department of 
the Treasury's most recent Firearms and 
Ammunition Excise Tax Collection Report, 
firearm and ammunition manufacturers 
reported excise tax obligations to be $439.5 
million in calendar year 2009, up 27 percent 
compared to 2008. The report shows that 
$120.5 million was due in taxes for pistols 
and revolvers, $148.2 million for long guns 
and $170.8 million for ammunition. 
Compared to calendar year 2008, collections 
were up 33 percent for handguns, up 34 
percent for ammunition and up 17 percent 
for long guns. Full Story 

 

Ranges and Retailers 

• NSSF TO AWARD UP TO $500,000 TO 
SHOOTING RANGES . . . To help public 
and private shooting facilities jump start 
their recruitment and retention efforts, the 
National Shooting Sports Foundation 
(NSSF) will be awarding up to $500,000 in 
grants this year to ranges around the 
country. This is the third year that NSSF has 
distributed funding to qualifying ranges 
through its Range Partnership Grant 
Program. "These grants will help shooting 
range managers create new strategies to 

drive traffic to their facilities and, in turn, 
benefit the future of our sports," said Chris 
Dolnack, NSSF senior vice president. The 
projects funded by the grants will also serve 
as pilot programs, which, if successful, can 
be used by other facilities. Shooting ranges 
interested in applying for a grant can learn 
more about NSSF's Range Partnership Grant 
Program at http://nssf.org/shooting/grants.  

 

Legal & Legislative 

• FAMILIES AFIELD BILLS 
PROGRESS IN VERMONT, 
LOUISIANA . . . A bill has been passed in 
Vermont and another is progressing in the 
Louisiana state legislature that capture the 
spirit of Families Afield, an initiative to 
break down barriers preventing mature 
youth from hunting under the close 
supervision of parents, family members and 
other responsible adult mentors. The 
Vermont bill, which will allow newcomers to 
try hunting under the close supervision of an 
experienced mentor prior to earning hunter 
education certification, awaits Gov. Jim 
Douglas' signature. Senate Bill 384, which 
unanimously passed in the Louisiana Senate 
and has moved to the House, also allows a 
new hunter to go afield before completing a 
firearm or hunter education course if the 
hunter is under the direct supervision of a 
parent, step parent, grandparent or step 
grandparent who has completed a hunter or 
firearm education course. Families Afield has 
been spearheaded by the National Shooting 
Sports Foundation, the U.S. Sportsmen's 
Alliance and the National Wild Turkey 
Federation. 

• BILLS WOULD REPEAL D.C. GUN 
LAWS . . . Federal lawmakers have 
introduced bills in the House and Senate that 
would repeal most of the local gun laws in 
Washington, D.C., The Washington Times 
reports. The bills would eliminate gun-
registration requirements in the city and 
prevent the mayor and the D.C. Council 
from adopting laws prohibiting gun 
ownership. It would also bar city officials 
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from enacting laws that would prohibit guns 
from being carried in public places (whether 
concealed or openly brandished), that would 
diminish the authority of the city's police 
chief to deny concealed-carry licenses, or 
that would prohibit city leaders from 
preventing guns from being taken into city 
buildings. NSSF supports the legislation.  

• NEW YORK LAW HELPS FIREARMS 
MANUFACTURERS . . . Gov. David 
Paterson's signature on a bill passed by New 
York's Legislature enacted into law a 
measure that allows manufacturers to 
possess firearm suppressors prior to securing 
contracts. The passage follows more than a 
year of lobbying by federal and state 
politicians, and its enactment will allow 
Remington's Ilion, N.Y., plant to be able to 
compete for federal Department of Defense 
contracts, said U.S. Rep. Michael Arcuri. 

 

4/26/2010 

News of Note 
 
 

• PRO-HUNTING PROJECTS FUELED 
BY NSSF GRANTS . . . Emphasizing 
projects designed to reactivate lapsed 
hunters, introduce more youngsters to 
hunting and evaluate previously funded 
efforts, NSSF has awarded Hunting Heritage 
Partnership grants to seven state wildlife 
agencies and, for the first time, the regional 
Western Association of Fish and Wildlife 
Agencies. A total of $419,150 in grants will 
be distributed. "These grants will support 
effective, pro-hunting projects by state 
agencies that otherwise may not have been 

launched because of lack of funding during 
these challenging times for state economies," 
said Steve Sanetti, NSSF president. "These 
projects address hunting's biggest 
challenges, including access, mentoring and 
using new media tools to communicate with 
young hunters." Since the inception of the 
Hunting Heritage Partnership program, 98 
grants have been awarded to 37 state 
agencies and one regional organization for a 
total of $3,828,653 in support of hunting-
related initiatives. Read more about this 
year's grant recipients.  

• SPORTS ILLUSTRATED 
SPOTLIGHTS COLLEGE SHOOTER . . 
. Columbus State's Jonathan Hall, the 2010 
NCAA air rifle individual national champion, 
is featured in the "Faces in the Crowd" 
section of this week's Sports Illustrated. 
Hall's winning total score of 699.9 in the air 
rifle competition was the highest ever in the 
history of the NCAA Rifle 
Championships.  

• ACUI COLLEGE CHAMPIONSHIPS 
CONTINUE TO GROW . . . More than 40 
schools from around the country were 
represented this past weekend at the ACUI 
College Clay Target Championships. It was 
the largest turnout in the event's history, 
thanks to a continuing influx of shooters 
from youth programs now competing at the 
college level. Within the past year, new 
schools have created shooting teams and 
have expanded existing programs with the 
help of NSSF's Collegiate Shooting Sports 
Initiative grant program. Bethel University, 
one of 15 schools to receive an NSSF grant 
last year, fielded a team of 16 at the ACUI 
championships. It was the school's first year 
competing at the event. NSSF is a major 
sponsor of the annual college shotgun 
championships and will also be sponsoring 
upcoming broadcasts of it on ESPNU and 
ESPN2. Air times will be announced in 
Bullet Points. Read coverage from this year's 
ACUI championships from the National 
Rifle Association.  
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• RANGE GIVES TV NEWS REPORTER 
INTRO TO SHOOTING . . . Lafayette, 
Ind., shooting range Applied Ballistics, 
which will be hosting a First Shots seminar 
on May 8, recently introduced a local TV 
news reporter to the shooting sports on live 
television.  

Watch the video segments from WLFI-
TV.  

 

Legal & Legislative 

• SUPREME COURT SHOOTS DOWN 
LAW HOSTILE TO HUNTING 
VIDEOS . . . NSSF applauded the decision 
by the Supreme Court on Tuesday that 
strikes down a federal law against animal 
cruelty videos because the law was so 
broadly written that it could have been used 
to ban videos and television content related 
to hunting. NSSF helped alert the outdoor 
media and wildlife conservation community 
to the potential threat that this case, United 
States v. Stevens, represented. Two of the 
largest outdoor media organizations, the 
Professional Outdoor Media Association and 
the Outdoor Writers Association of 
America, objected to the law in friend-of-
the-court briefs. NSSF also filed a friend-of-
the-court brief. Patricia Millet, the attorney 
for Stevens, called NSSF's brief "fantastic" 
and credited the briefs that NSSF 
encouraged to be filed by outdoor media 
groups and others as being "influential for 
the court." Read more. 

• SENATE HEARING SET ON 
GUIDELINES FOR FILMING 
HUNTING PROGRAMS ON FEDERAL 
LANDS . . . At a hearing scheduled for 
April 28, the U.S. Senate Subcommittee on 
Public Lands and Forests will field 
comments on S. 1241, legislation that would 
establish new guidelines for filming hunting 
and fishing programs on federal lands. 
Meant to offset any impact made on public 
lands by the film crews, current fees are 
completely incompatible with the impact the 
productions actually make, reports the 
Congressional Sportsmen's Foundation. S. 

1241 and companion legislation H.R. 2031 
would create a separate guideline and fee 
schedule to be reflective of the actual impact 
of small crews. 

• ARIZONA BILL WOULD EXEMPT 
SOME RANGES FROM TAXES . . . 
According to the Congressional Sportsmen's 
Foundation, Arizona SB 1005 would exempt 
trap and skeet shooting clubs that teach, 
train, sponsor, coach or host clinics, 
shooting leagues and competitive 
tournaments, or other events including 
hunter and firearm safety classes, from 
property taxes if the property is being used 
as a non-profit. 

• KUDOS TO THE WATERBURY 
REPUBLICAN . . . NSSF commends the 
Waterbury (Conn.) Republican for making a 
strong statement in its editorial Sunday, 
titled "The Deadliness of Gun Laws." 
Finally, someone in the journalistic world 
had the courage to use facts and history 
rather than bow to polling results and 
circulation numbers. Read the newspaper's 
editorial. 

 

4/19/2010 

Study: Modern Sporting Rifle Owners Are 
Most 
Active 
Shooters 

NSSF/
RESPON
SIVE 
MANAG
EMENT 
SURVEY 
. . . The 
first 
comprehensive survey to look at ownership and use 
of modern sporting rifles reveals that 8.9 million 
Americans went target shooting with AR-style rifles 
in 2009 and that participants using this type of rifle 
were the most active among all types of sport 
shooters. "These findings underscore that modern 
sporting rifles are becoming commonplace in America 
and are among the most desired firearms by sport 
shooters," said Steve Sanetti, president of the 
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National Shooting Sports Foundation. "Those who 
want to ban these civilian sporting rifles simply 
because they look like military rifles must 
acknowledge after seeing this study that AR-style 
rifles are exceedingly popular with millions of 
Americans. These rifles are our industry's high-tech, 
cutting-edge product -- rugged, accurate, versatile, 
fun to shoot and easily accessorized -- and they're 
here to stay." The survey showed that an estimated 
8,868,085 people shot a modern sporting rifle in 
2009, doing so on 22.9 days. Though more people 
shot other types of rifles (24 million) and handguns 
(22 million) than modern sporting rifles, they ranked 

below modern sporting rifle shooters in activity. Full 

Story 
STUDY FINDS 34.4 MILLION AMERICANS 

WENT SHOOTING IN 2009 . . . The statistics 
related to modern sporting rifles were part of a wide-
ranging survey that revealed a new high-water mark 
for annual participation in formal and informal sport 
and target shooting. The study showed that 15 
percent of the U.S. population, representing 34.4 
million people nationwide, went target shooting in 
2009. This number surpasses all other previous 
survey estimates of annual sport shooting 
participation. Read more.  
 

Industry News 

• SHOOTING INDUSTRY MASTERS . . 
. The 2010 Shooting Industry Masters is 
quickly approaching. This year's two-day 
shooting event will be held in Grand Island, 
Neb., at the Heartland Shooting Park on July 
23-24. The match will once again be held in 
conjunction with the Shooting Industry 
Academy of Excellence awards presentation, 
which will be held the evening of Friday, 
July 23, at the Holiday Inn Grand Island-
Midtown. Members of the industry are 
encouraged to sign up a team. If you have 
not yet signed up, please download the 
Team Entry Form and fax it in today with 
payment. Proceeds from the event will help 
support NSSF's First Shots program. Learn 
more and sign up a team today at 
shootingindustry.com.  

• NSSF ENGAGES BANK OF AMERICA 
ON ANTI-GUN LENDING POLICY . . . 

Despite being part of a massive Wall Street 
bailout and accepting billions of dollars in 
taxpayer aid, Bank of America is continuing 
its discriminatory business practices by 
refusing to lend money to firearms-related 
businesses, an industry that has never asked 
for or needed a bailout. NSSF is engaging 
BOA on this issue. Updates will be available 
on the NSSF Web site and to NSSF's 
Twitter followers.  

• FOLLOWING JUDGE'S COMMENTS, 
OHIO RANGES ENCOURAGED TO 
REACH OUT TO NEW SHOOTERS . . . 
An Ashtabula County judge was recently 
quoted saying residents should "arm 
themselves" due to budget cuts that have 
resulted in the number of deputies patrolling 
the area being cut in half. NSSF last week 
encouraged shooting ranges in the area to 
reach out to local residents by hosting First 
Shots seminars in the area. NSSF's First 
Shots program is hosted by shooting 
facilities and provides participants with a 
comprehensive introduction to shooting. 
Attendees learn firearm safety, shooting 
fundamentals and local ownership 
requirements and take part in a supervised 
live-fire event. Learn more about how to 
host a First Shots seminar at your range.  

• NSSF ANNOUNCES 2010 
SCHOLARSHIPS FOR VOTING 
MEMBERS . . . NSSF is offering students 
attending college or vocational school 
during the 2010-11 school year the chance 
to win one of 20 scholarships of $1,000 
value. Scholarships are limited to candidates 
seeking an undergraduate or vocational 
degree, and only current employees of NSSF 
voting member companies and certain family 
members of such employees are eligible to 
apply. A completed application with an 
accompanying essay of 350 words or less 
written on one of four identified topics 
concerning hunting and the shooting sports 
must be received by NSSF no later than June 
30. Download an application for complete 
details. 

 



 

 
Page 36

Legal & Legislative 

• D.C. VOTING-RIGHTS MEASURE 
TIED TO FIREARMS FREEDOMS . . . 
Congressional leaders are poised to resurrect 
a D.C. voting-rights bill as early as next 
week, despite opposition from gun-control 
advocates and city leaders to an amendment 
that would eliminate most of the district's 
gun-control laws. The bill would give D.C. 
residents voting representation in Congress 
while ensuring, through an amendment 
sponsored by Sen. John Ensign (R-Nev.), 
the Second Amendment rights of all law-
abiding citizens living in the federal enclave. 

• SUPPORT FOR FIREARMS 
FREEDOM ACT SPREADS . . . A 
growing list of states are joining the legal 
battle over federal gun-control laws, arguing 
that Congress can't regulate guns made and 
sold within a state. To date, seven states 
have filed amicus briefs in a lawsuit first filed 
by gun-rights advocates in Montana. The 
states, which include Utah, Alabama, Idaho, 
South Carolina, South Dakota, Wyoming 
and West Virginia, argue that the U.S. 
Constitution gives them the right to control 
firearms-related activities inside state 
borders. Though this is a growing trend, 
there are serious reasons to question 
whether they will survive legal challenges -- 
chief among them is whether the Tenth 
Amendment or the Commerce Clause of the 
Federal Constitution will prevail. Past U.S. 
Supreme Court jurisprudence on the scope 
of the Commerce Clause suggests the states 
have the harder legal argument. 

• FCPA RANDOM AUDIT PROGRAM 
ANNOUNCED . . . The government is 
committed to aggressive enforcement of the 
Foreign Corrupt Practices Act. Dickinson 
Wright's Global Compliance Practice has 
announced its new FCPA Random Audit 
Program -- a tool to ensure a company's 
compliance with FCPA requirements. Learn 
more. 

• ALASKA FISH & GAME DEPT. 
RESPONDS TO NATIONAL PARK 
SERVICE MOVES . . . Following an 

announcement by the National Park Service 
that it is closing the taking of black bears 
and wolves on three preserves in Alaska, 
state authorities with the Alaska Department 
of Fish and Game (ADF&G) noted their 
disappointment. "We have authority to 
manage wildlife populations, and these 
federal closures of state general and 
subsistence hunting and trapping are 
unjustified," said ADF&G Commissioner 
Denby Lloyd. "Allowing park managers to 
supersede state regulations based on 
undefined 'values' is an unwarranted and 
confrontational intrusion upon the state's 
management prerogatives." 

 

************************************************

** 

USSA News Alerts: 
U.S. Sportsmen's Alliance 
 

5/5/2010 
Illinois Firearms Ban Threatens Sportsmen  

An “assault weapon” ban currently pending in Illinois would 

prohibit many commonly used hunting firearms and could be 

up for a vote at any time on the Statehouse floor. 

First Elementary School Trailblazer Event Hosted in 
Missouri 
Event Opens New Door for Award Winning Program 

Salem Missouri’s Upper Elementary School played host to a 

Trailblazer Adventure Day event on April 27.  It marked the 

first time a Trailblazer event had been hosted by a school.  

PETA Buys Ad Space on an Urn 
PETA has given new meaning to the phrase “ashes to ashes 

and dust to dust,” after the animal rights group purchased 

advertising on a dying man’s urn. 

 
4/30/2010 

Vermont Families Afield Bill Sent to Governor  

Similar Louisiana Legislation Picks up Steam 

Bills in Vermont and Louisiana are will open the door for new 

sportsmen to enter the field. 

Expansion of Endangered Species Pushed in South  
Petition Likely to Result in Lawsuits 

On April 20, a coalition of organizations filed a petition with 

the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) to add 404 aquatic 

species present throughout the southern United States to the 

Endangered Species List.  This massive petition will likely 

generate numerous lawsuits while also taking ESA decision 

making out of the hands of wildlife professionals and placing 

in the courts. 

“Crush Videos” Legislation Introduced After Court 
Decision  
New Bill Will Not Impact Hunting Videos 
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New legislation is pending in Congress that will prohibit so-

called “crush videos” while protecting sportsmen legally 

producing hunting videos.  The new measure will replace a law 

that was struck down by a recent U.S. Supreme Court decision. 

Bullseye Blog: HSUS and Animal Rights 
Often, the phrases “animal rights” and “animal welfare” get 

used interchangeably.  This is a mistake. 

 
4/22/2010 
USSA “Dog Wars” Featured in Outdoor Life  

Outdoor Life and outdoor writer Brian Lynn shine a bright 

light on the efforts of the U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance (USSA) 

and our many partners in the sporting dog community in a 

story now at www.OutdoorLife.com.  As part of the ongoing 

saga of what the USSA now calls, “Dog Wars”, we are 

currently monitoring 32 so-called “puppy mill” bills in 15 

states, 21 anti-tethering bills in 10 states and many, many 

others that greatly restrict the rights of sporting dog owners.  

In each case, the USSA and our partners are fighting to defeat 

“over the top” regulations that will put honest sportsmen and 

hobby breeders out of business. 

USSA Weighs in on State Efforts to Manage Wolves 
The U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance (USSA) is preparing comments 

supporting Michigan and Wisconsin’s efforts to gain the ability 

to manage wolves that are killing pets, including hunting dogs, 

and livestock.  Currently, wolves in the Great Lakes region are 

listed on the Endangered Species List and cannot be managed 

by the states despite having populations that exceed their 

recovery targets.   

HSUS Buys More Stocks to Advance Agenda 
The nation’s largest animal rights group, the Humane Society 

of the United States (HSUS) is continuing its new tactic of 

buying corporate stock in companies in order to push those 

companies to conduct business according to its wishes. 

 
4/14/2010 
Battle Lines Drawn Over Wolves 

Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation Defends Wolf Management 

Position   

The Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation (RMEF) has fired a 

public relations shot against the anti-hunting group Defenders 

of Wildlife stating that it is a party to “one of the worst wildlife 

management disasters since the destruction of bison herds in 

the 19th Century.”  This comes amidst continuing policy 

battles over the listing of both the Northern Rocky Mountain 

and the Western Great Lakes wolf populations on the 

Endangered Species List. 

USSAF Renews Call to Protect Bighorn Sheep  
The U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance Foundation (USSAF) and a 

coalition of conservation groups sent a letter to the acting 

director of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) asking for 

a response to a 2009 petition seeking protections for bighorn 

sheep in the Kofa National Wildlife Refuge.  At stake is a 

significant precedent that the FWS must enact reasonable 

management plans when predators begin to destroy local 

populations of animals.    

Refuge Hunting and Fishing Opportunities Expanding  
Rules Advance Goal of Enhancing Sportsmen Access 

New regulations issued by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

(FWS) will open hunting and fishing opportunities for 

sportsmen in two national wildlife refuges and expand existing 

opportunities in several others for the 2009-2010 season.  

These new rules reflect the ongoing mission of the U.S. 

Sportsmen’s Alliance (USSA) to keep hunting and fishing 

available to sportsmen throughout the refuge system. 

 

************************************************

** 

News links  
10-05-11Appeals court rules Easton, not Scottsdale 

Insurance, must pay Jesse Sollman death settlement 
 The U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit has 

reversed a federal district court's decision that Scottsdale 

Insurance Co. is liable to pay claims against the city of Easton 

related to the 2005 shooting death of city police Officer Jesse 

Sollman in a police department weapons room. 

 Citing the "employee injury exception" in the insurance 

policy, the appeals court decided Scottsdale does not have to 

pay what eventually became a $5 million settlement with 

Sollman's widow, Carin. 

 Another section of the insurance policy still needs to be 

litigated to determine if Scottsdale would still need to pay up to 

$50,000 under the policy's "line of duty death coverage," the 

court ruled. 

 As the November trial date in Carin Sollman's lawsuit 

against the city and several city employees neared, it became 

clear the appeals court would not hear arguments in time for 

the city to know if it would be covered before the trial began. 

The city settled Nov. 9. 

 The appeals court heard arguments Jan. 28, about the same 

time the city lent itself $3 million to make a scheduled 

payment to Carin Sollman. 

The appeals court told the U.S. District Court for the 

Eastern District of Pennsylvania that it must now decide 

whether Easton's claim falls within a "voluntary line of duty 

payment." According to the court's opinion, the insurance 

policy says Scottsdale will pay Easton "for an amount not to 

exceed $50,000 for voluntary payments made to the family of 

members of the household of a Law Enforcement Officer who 

is injured as the result of a felony which occurs during the 

“policy period.” The lower court did not address this issue, the 

opinion says. 

 Although a Pennsylvania statewide grand jury determined 

Matthew Renninger's weapons room shooting of Jesse Sollman 

to be "negligent," the district court never ruled on whether 

such "negligence or gross negligence" negates the city's claim 

under that portion of the insurance contract. 

On Good Friday 2005, Sollman spent all day training with 

his Special Weapons and Tactics unit at a Palmer Township 

firing range. Afterward, Sollman, 36, and other members of 

the SWAT team returned to the department's South Third 

Street headquarters. 
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 In a small room that officers used to clean weapons, 

Sollman, a 10-year veteran of the Easton department, was 

struck in the back by a single bullet about 3:30 p.m. The fatal 

volley was fired by fellow SWAT member Renninger. 

 Sollman was pronounced dead a short time later at St. 

Luke's Hospital in Fountain Hil 

http://www.lehighvalleylive.com/easton/index.ssf/2010/05/

appeals_court_rules_easton_not.html 

 
10-05-11 Stolen handguns in Wilson Borough must be 

reported under new law 
WILSON BOROUGH | Borough council on Monday joined 

32 other Pennsylvania communities requiring firearms owners 

to report lost or stolen handguns to police.  

 Without discussion, council members approved a new law 

modeled after others spreading across Pennsylvania as 

municipalities try to curb gun incidents.  

 The new ordinance, prepared by solicitor Louis Minotti Jr., 

requires firearms owners to report within 72 hours the loss or 

theft of a handgun.  

Failure to report could result in a fine of up to $1,000 and 

imprisonment for up to 90 days.  

 The ordinance takes effect July 1.  

 Mayor David Perruso said he received one complaint that 

adoption of such an ordinance would be unlawful, 

unenforceable and could leave the borough open to civil 

liabilities.  

But last month, as council considered such a law, Maxwell 

Nacheman, Pennsylvania coordinator for Mayors against 

Illegal Guns, said municipalities are taking action because 

while they would like the state to act, it hasn't.  

 He said such action by the municipalities does not conflict 

with state law that governs the possession of firearms. He said 

only when the handgun is lost or stolen must the owner report 

it, which helps police stop illegal firearms trafficking.  

 Council President Leonard Feinberg said he had attended a 

meeting where municipal officials proposed such ordinances to 

stop what are called "straw" purchases. "A woman (or) man 

could buy a gun and then give it to someone else who uses it in 

a crime," he said. The law could help stem such purchases, he 

predicted.  

 "The state hasn't done anything," Feinberg said. "It's like 

local municipalities passing cell phone bans while driving."  

 Feinberg said major cities like Philadelphia and Pittsburgh 

have adopted similar ordinances, as have many smaller 

communities throughout the state.  

 "This is one more tool our police can use," Feinberg said.  

Councilman James McGowan said, "This could be for the 

good of the borough. It'll help get guns off the streets." 

http://www.lehighvalleylive.com/easton/index.ssf?/base/ne

ws-2/1273550809212470.xml&coll=3 

 

10-05-10HPD: Man killed in home invasion after suspect 
poses as census worker 

 HOUSTON—A man was killed and his family members 

beaten after three suspects barged into a north Houston home 

Saturday afternoon, police said. 

Investigators said one of the suspects pretended to be a 

census worker to gain entry into the house, located in the 400 

block of Truman. 

 Family members said the victim’s son opened the door for 

the suspects, believing they were with the census. 

 Larry Johnson Jr., the nephew of the victim, said the 

suspects tied up and beat his cousin and aunt after barging into 

to the home. 

 Johnson said his uncle, Reginald "Pete" Haynes, walked in 

on the crime and was ambushed. 

 "They tied him up and stabbed him and tried to submerge 

him in water," Johnson said. 

Haynes later died at the hospital. 

 Family members said the men ransacked the house for two 

hours. 

"They were looking for money and my aunt gave them 

everything that they had and it wasn’t enough for them," 

Johnson said. 

 Neighbor Randell Harmon said he even watched the 

suspects leave after the crime and had no idea what had 

happened. 

 "I saw three gentlemen walk out and I didn’t think 

anything of it," Harmon said. "They didn’t look at me. They 

got in the truck and they left." 

 The incident left people in the community fearful about 

who might come knocking at their door. 

"They’ve taken something precious from us," Johnson said. 

"They really have." 

 Neighbors said census-takers started working their street 

weeks ago. 

 According to HPD, the suspect who claimed to be a census 

worker showed no ID badge. Investigators said they don’t have 

a good description of any of the suspects. 

http://www.khou.com/news/local/Fake-census-worker-

invades-home-kills-owner-93242534.html 

 

10-05-10New law pits guns vs. grizzlies in national parks 
 (AP) — CHEYENNE, Wyo. - The grizzly took Jerry Ruth 

by surprise, bursting from thick brush and biting his jaw 

almost completely off. 

 On the ground and barely able to see, Ruth grabbed his .41 

Magnum-caliber revolver and started shooting. The third bullet 

pierced the bear's heart and spinal cord, killing it from 25 feet. 

"I'm glad I was armed with a firearm and I'm glad I was 

able to shoot straight," said Ruth, attacked last July 19 a couple 

miles from his home not far from Yellowstone National Park. 

 Ruth's gun quite possibly saved his life. It also provided 

fodder for a long-standing debate about whether a gun or bear 

spray is better in fending off a grizzly attack. 

And if that sounds like an esoteric discussion, it has 

intensified with a new federal law allowing people to carry 

guns in national parks. 

 The advent of the new law focused not on bears but on 

Second Amendment rights. Even so, three national parks-

Glacier, Yellowstone and Grand Teton-are waiting to see what 

will happen once hikers and campers begin venturing into the 

backcountry in the weeks ahead. 
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 "Experience shows that putting firearms and grizzly bears 

in the same place ends up with dead grizzly bears," said Steve 

Cain, senior biologist for Grand Teton National Park. 

"Time will tell. Of course there is the potential for 

unintended consequences-injury to bears, injury to people," 

said Glacier spokeswoman Amy Vanderbilt. 

Grizzlies are the undisputed bosses of the backcountry in 

the three parks. They've killed 10 people in Glacier and five in 

Yellowstone in the past century. Those parks average one 

grizzly attack with injuries a year. Grand Teton has had only a 

handful of attacks, and no deaths, but it's only had substantial 

numbers of grizzlies for the past decade or so. 

Wyoming, Idaho and Montana are home to roughly 1,300 

grizzlies. Their numbers have rebounded since the 1970s and, 

although grizzlies still are listed as a threatened species, it's no 

longer rare for one lolling roadside to jam up tourist traffic in 

Grand Teton, Yellowstone or Glacier.  

 Ruth was attacked not long after he and his wife moved to 

Clark in remote northwestern Wyoming. He said the 275-

pound female grizzly, which had three cubs, attacked while he 

was hiking with a friend. 

 "It was like walking down a hallway and somebody 

jumping out of a doorway," said Ruth, who'd just retired after 

28 years as a Baltimore-area police officer. 

Ruth counted on his experience and training with guns to 

ensure that the bear, after its initial attack, wouldn't come back 

and finish him off, said Mark Bruscino, the Wyoming Game 

and Fish Department chief bear biologist who investigated the 

mauling. 

 "Using a firearm in that situation was completely 

justifiable," Bruscino said. "He probably could not have lived 

through another thrashing like the first go-around." 

 Yet park rangers in Yellowstone, Grand Teton and Glacier 

are still telling visitors that a pressurized can of hot-pepper oil-

bear spray-is their best defense. 

 Their reasoning? Studies show that in most cases, putting 

a cloud of bear spray in a grizzly's face works better than trying 

to stop a moving 400-pound animal with a perfectly placed 

bullet. 

"You've got to be a really good shot with a gun," said 

Yellowstone bear biologist Kerry Gunther. "That's the beauty 

of bear spray. You don't really have to aim it. All you have to 

do is pull it and pull the trigger." 

 Bear spray, of course, also happens to be better for bears. 

Park visitors used to have to keep their guns unloaded and 

well out of reach, such as in the trunk. The new law allows 

visitors to take loaded guns anywhere they're not prohibited by 

state or federal law. 

 Bear biologist Tom Smith said he's "absolutely concerned" 

about grizzlies dying unnecessarily. 

An assistant professor at Brigham Young University, Smith 

used to work at Alaska's Katmai National Park and Preserve, a 

place famous for drawing large numbers of grizzlies that feed 

on spawning salmon. 

 Smith said tourists at Katmai often would tell him they'd 

been charged-but that after reviewing video footage they 

provided as evidence, he never saw a grizzly charging, just 

bears walking about and minding their own business. 

"The point is, people can't read these animals at all," Smith 

said 

Smith has evaluated the efficacy of bear spray in reported 

aggressive and nonagressive encounters in Alaska between 

1985 and 2006. He found that bear spray stopped grizzlies in 

46 of 50 cases, or 92 percent of the time. 

 Bear spray stopped charging grizzlies 12 out of 14 times, a 

success rate of 85 percent. The other two times a grizzly 

charged, one person was deeply scratched and the other was 

spared when the grizzly moved off after stopping just a few feet 

away. 

 "Simply put, if you're just a hiker, you're far better off with 

the nonlethal deterrent like bear spray. The numbers just speak 

for themselves," Smith said. 

 It's also more practical, Smith said: In thick trees and 

brush where a grizzly could surprise you, hiking with a 

lightweight can in your hand with the safety off is much easier 

than holding an unholstered large-caliber handgun. 

 Shooting a grizzly in a national park will not go without 

inquiry, unless it is an obvious case of saving your life or 

someone else's. For one thing, shooting a gun in a national 

park is still against the law. For another, killing a grizzly, 

except to defend yourself or someone else, is a federal crime 

punishable by up to six months in prison and a $25,000 fine. 

 On top of that, killing wildlife in a national park is a 

separate crime altogether. 

 "It gets fairly complex, but it's safe to say these things will 

be investigated," said Tim Reed, chief ranger for Yellowstone 

 In the vast national forests surrounding the three parks, elk 

and deer hunters encounter and kill grizzlies frequently. In 

2008, hunters killed eight grizzlies in self-defense near 

Yellowstone. 

But hunters move stealthily off-trail, more or less ready to 

shoot-something hikers typically don't do. 

 Ruth had no time to use his gun when he was attacked. He 

shot the grizzly after it went back into the brush to check on its 

cubs. Even if he had bear spray, twigs and branches could have 

blocked the spray and made it less effective, he said 

 "My situation was pretty dire at the time and I'm not sure 

pepper spray would have worked at that point," Ruth said. 

 The three orphaned cubs were taken to the Memphis Zoo. 

Ruth spent 12 days in a hospital and is still recovering. He 

said he and his wife, Cindy, still enjoy backcountry hiking and 

camping. He still takes his gun. 

 "You never think that you're going to use it for anything. 

You just bring it along because you think it would be a good 

idea," Ruth said. 

His wife, who dislikes handling guns, takes bear spray 

http://www.lehighvalleylive.com/newsflash/index.ssf?/base/

national-42/127349040361270.xml&storylist=national 

 
10-05-09 Colo. man convicted of shooting himself in 

groin 
 BRECKENRIDGE, Colo. - A Colorado man who claimed 

he was trying to defend himself from a mugger when he shot 
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himself in the groin has been convicted of illegal discharge of a 

firearm. Investigators said there was no evidence to 

substantiate David Leroy Blurton's self-defense claim and 

jurors convicted the 50-year-old on Wednesday. The shooting 

happened at the parking lot of a grocery store in Dillon, Colo., 

on May 2009. Prosecutors say Blurton had been drinking. 

 Jurors also convicted Blurton of "prohibited use of a 

weapon , drunk with a gun" and reckless endangerment. 

Prosecutors said they will request that Blurton be sentenced to 

probation. 

Blurton maintained that someone hit him in the back of the 

head and he was trying to defend himself. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/wires/ap/features/93227194.html

#ixzz0nk5Gnepd  

 

10-05-07 Court overturns 17-year sentence for Oregon 
man 

 PORTLAND, Ore. - A 17-year prison sentence for an 

Oregon man arrested while trying to get back into his mother's 

house because he did not have a key has been overturned by a 

federal appeals court. 

The 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals ruled that police 

must get a warrant or make a reasonable attempt to determine 

actual trespassing before an arrest. 

 Rian Struckman was convicted of being a felon in 

possession of a firearm after police confronted him in his 

mother's back yard and found an unloaded gun in a backpack. 

The appeals court ruled Tuesday that Portland police had 

no probable cause to arrest or search Struckman because he 

lived at the house and was not trespassing or committing any 

other crime. 

Officers were called to the house in December 2004 by a 

neighbor who saw a man climb over the fence. 

Three officers responded, and two drew their guns before 

ordering Struckman down on the ground, handcuffing and 

searching him. 

The court, in an opinion by Judge Marsha Berzon, said the 

officers testified Struckman repeatedly stated he lived at the 

house and asked police to use his cell phone to call his mother 

to confirm it. 

 He admitted he was on probation but claimed the backpack 

belonged to his sister before officers determined he did live at 

the house while checking on his criminal history. 

 The court said there are only two general exceptions to the 

Fourth Amendment protection against warrantless searches , 

exigent circumstances or an emergency , and neither one 

applied in this case. 

The opinion said that even though the neighbor was 

suspicious, police found no signs of forced entry or any tools 

consistent with a possible burglary, and there was no basis for 

a trespassing charge because Struckman lived there. 

 As a result, the court said officers had no probable cause to 

arrest Struckman or conduct the search. 

Berzon said police could have asked him a few simple 

questions to learn the actual explanation that a family member 

who lived at the house did not have his key. 

"Indeed, many of us can recount tales about getting locked 

out of his or her own house," Berzon wrote. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/wires/ap/news/nation_world/931

67524.html#axzz0nk9DfELe 

 

10-05-07 Unsettled legacy of MOVE 
 For a tiny band of Philadelphians, the MOVE 

confrontation has never ended. 

 All they need do is step out onto their block - Osage 

Avenue, ground zero for the lethal city bombing and fire May 

13, 1985. Up and down the street, homes sit empty and 

decayed. 

 "It's not over, not by a long shot," said Ernest Hubbard, 67, 

one of a group of holdouts who have refused city payments to 

leave. "You don't forget it, because there's always something to 

remind you every day." 

 And for a time, when the ashes were still smoldering, just 

after the bodies of children were hauled out of the rubble, it 

seemed as if the entire city would never get the smoke out of its 

nostrils. 

 But a quarter-century after the disaster, which left 11 dead, 

61 homes destroyed, and 250 people homeless, its legacy is 

uncertain. 

 For some, including Hubbard and his neighbors, the day 

remains unshakable in their minds. 

"This unprecedented action by the city on Osage Avenue 

and on the MOVE members will, I think, forever be etched in 

the memory of the city and the nation," said Andre Dennis, the 

lawyer who represented MOVE leader Ramona Africa in her 

successful 1996 lawsuit against the city. 

 But for others, the disaster has faded from memory - and 

perhaps even from meaning. 

"It kind of exists in its own strange zone," said playwright 

Thomas Gibbons, whose drama 6221 is named after the 

address of the MOVE compound. 

MOVE was "so singular and so unique that what happened 

with them didn't really reverberate in the city or have any 

impact." 

Certainly, among the far left and right nationwide, MOVE 

has been eclipsed by other deaths and other causes - Waco, 

Ruby Ridge, Mumia. 

In the Philadelphia region, the fading imprint of the 

disaster seems to reflect MOVE's peculiar nature and 

Philadelphia's response to it. 

While the cult was primarily African American, the 

disaster seemed to spawn little long-term racial tension, quite 

possibly because those whom MOVE victimized were also 

African American. 

 It certainly helped that the mayor and the managing 

director on May 13, 1985, were black. Indeed, even though W. 

Wilson Goode had presided over Philadelphia's most deadly 

municipal mishap, black voters rallied strongly behind him in 

1987, when he won reelection. 

 It helped, too, that the MOVE Commission set up to 

investigate the disaster acted as a kind of domestic "truth and 

reconciliation" panel, swiftly holding televised hearings, 
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publicly grilling Goode and his cabinet, dispelling rumors, and 

affixing blame. 

 "The plan to bomb the MOVE house was reckless, ill-

conceived, and hastily approved," the panel found in its final 

report. "Dropping a bomb on an occupied rowhouse was 

unconscionable and should have been rejected out of hand." 

And while no one could argue that MOVE provocations 

justified the bombing, let alone the deaths of five of their 

children, it turned out that not even its victimization could 

make MOVE sympathetic. 

 Ever-mystifying MOVE 

 MOVE is not an acronym. It stands for nothing. 

In a nutshell, that is MOVE's problem. Despite decades of 

coverage, MOVE remains mystifying and its message 

incoherent. 

The group's prophet and founder was a Mantua handyman 

named Vincent Leaphart. In the 1970s, he flourished in 

Powelton Village, a last bastion of 1960s fervor, for a time 

joining with others in a housing co-op. 

"All decision-making is nonhierarchical, nonauthoritarian, 

and open to the entire membership," read the co-op's 

manifesto. "The collective does not claim to be a substitute for 

revolution in our oppressive society." 

 Before long, Leaphart had adopted a new name - John 

Africa - and had attracted a small following, all of whom also 

adopted the last name of Africa. He preached a philosophy 

extolling animals and rejecting technology. In fact, Africa was 

so distrustful of modern bridges that he would not cross one 

without carrying a life preserver. 

"Monkeys don't shoot people, but people will shoot 

monkeys. Yet monkeys are seen as unclear and people as 

intelligent," he once said. "You can go as far as you want in 

the forest, and you won't find no jails. Because the animals of 

the forest don't believe in jail. But come to civilization, that's 

all you see." 

"Back-to-nature" became journalists' unhelpful shorthand 

for describing the group. As it staged protests for animal rights 

and other causes, disrupting community meetings and tangling 

with leftist groups as well as police, MOVE soon became 

anathema to many of its liberal neighbors. Worry grew after 

John Africa and others were indicted in 1977 on federal 

charges of stockpiling 50 pipe bombs, as well as rifles and 

other firearms. (Africa was acquitted.) 

The next year, police and MOVE had their first fatal 

confrontation. It took place after the cult barricaded itself 

inside a large Powelton Village building, refusing entry to city 

inspectors investigating complaints that the compound had 

become a health hazard - a shelter for dozens of dogs and a 

breeding ground for rats. 

After a months-long standoff, police tried to force MOVE 

out with fire hoses. Gunfire broke out, and a police officer, 

James J. Ramp, 52, was killed. Nine MOVE members - five 

men and four women - were arrested and charged with murder. 

 At the trial, prosecutors presented evidence tying the bullet 

found in Ramp's chest to one of 11 rifles found inside the 

MOVE house. Prosecutors also said a "palm print" on a federal 

firearms-purchase form demonstrated that a MOVE member 

had bought the rifle before the shoot-out. 

The prosecutors never showed which of the nine fired the 

deadly shot; indeed, none of the four women had ever been 

seen brandishing a weapon. The District Attorney's Office 

argued that all nine shared responsibility. 

 Judge Edwin S. Malmed agreed. Without a jury, he found 

all defendants guilty and sentenced them to 30 to 100 years 

apiece, triple the typical Pennsylvania sentence for third-degree 

murder. They are still behind bars. 

 "They have repeatedly shouted they were a family and that 

they act in concert," the judge said. "I have therefore treated 

them as a family with equal guilt shared by all." 

The cult's mission 

 MOVE resurfaced, and winning freedom for its 

imprisoned members became its mission, indeed virtually its 

sole reason for being. 

 Before too long, it had begun to disrupt a new 

neighborhood: The cult set up shop in the rowhouse at 6221 

Osage Ave., owned by one of John Africa's sisters. She had fled 

the house, chased away by her hatchet-wielding son, Frank 

James Africa. 

John Africa was living there, too. After his indictment on 

the bomb charges in the 1970s, he became a fugitive and was 

not in the MOVE headquarters in Powelton Village during the 

1978 shoot-out. He was arrested later in Rochester, N.Y., and 

returned to Philadelphia for the federal trial that ended in his 

acquittal. 

To draw attention to the MOVE Nine, the group began 

broadcasting harangues over loudspeakers hour after hour. 

"We knew exactly what they were doing. They were using 

us as political prisoners," said Hubbard, a retired Acme 

employee. "They figured that if they aggravated us enough, we 

would start contacting city officials to get them to do 

something. 

 "They were talking about getting their members out of jail, 

which we had nothing to do with." 

The strategy worked, sort of. As in Powelton Village, the 

neighbors began to complain - but about MOVE, not on their 

behalf. 

 In heartbreaking testimony before the MOVE Commission, 

neighbors talked of how hungry children from the cult would 

go through their trash cans (prompting the residents to buy 

new and clean ones to stash food for them), of how the group 

hung raw meat from trees, of how vermin began to spread from 

the MOVE building into their homes. 

As their predicament mounted, and as MOVE erected on its 

roof a steel-reinforced bunker with gun slits, the neighbors 

were ignored. Goode's administration adopted what the MOVE 

Commission blasted as a "hands-off" approach. 

 When the city did act, it did so with terrible swiftness and 

lethality. The city's approach laid waste not only to a 

neighborhood, but also to Goode's reputation as a superb 

manager, the ultimate technocrat. 

 Even though the city knew well that its last confrontation 

with MOVE had ended in death, the approach in 1985 was a 
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horror show of inadequate intelligence, inept planning, and 

slapdash execution. 

That Mother's Day, May 12, police surrounded 6221 Osage, 

carrying arrest warrants for petty violations for four MOVE 

members inside. 

 The next morning, police and MOVE exchanged 90 

minutes of gunshots. Much of the gunfire on police was 

"friendly fire," investigators concluded, as they had established 

sharpshooter posts diagonal from each other. 

 Police fired thousands of bullets at the MOVE house. 

MOVE was armed with a rifle, a shotgun, and two handguns, 

according to the weaponry pulled from the wreckage. 

 Even though the neighbors had seen the group carry tree 

trunks inside, police were dumbfounded to discover the place 

fortified from within. 

 At a midday news conference in City Hall, a grim Goode 

made his agenda plain. "We intend to evict them from the 

house. We intend to evacuate them from the house. We intend 

to seize control of the house," he said. "We will do it by any 

means necessary." 

To knock out the bunker late in the day, police improvised 

on the spot. Using a state police helicopter, they dropped a 

satchel filled with four pounds of the military explosive C-4 

and the commercial explosive Tovex onto the building's roof. 

 Though the bomb failed to destroy the bunker, it started a 

small fire. Police Commissioner Gregore J. Sambor and Fire 

Commissioner William C. Richmond then made the worst 

decision in a unbroken line of bad decisions: They let the fire 

burn. 

 Richmond assured Sambor that his firefighters could put 

the blaze out after letting it grow to destroy the bunker. He was 

wrong. 

 As it happened, the threat of MOVE gunfire kept 

firefighters at bay while the flames spread out of control. As 

firefighters tried to fight the blaze, Richmond said later, police 

repeatedly "chased them out." 

"The policemen would say, 'There's movement, there's 

shooting, take cover,' " he said at a civil trial. 

 "We gave it all we had, given the constraints of the 

situation," Richmond said. "We did everything we could, all 

night long." 

Bodies in the rubble 

It wasn't enough. Over the next week, crews kept pulling 

bodies out of MOVE rubble. Killed were John Africa, his 

nephew, and four other adult MOVE members. 

 And five children were dead, too: sisters Katricia, 14, and 

Zanetta, 12, and three unrelated youngsters, Delicia, 12, Philip, 

12, and Tomasso, 9. The parents of all five were imprisoned 

MOVE members. 

Five years later, the city agreed to pay $2.5 million to settle 

lawsuits filed on behalf of the dead children. With this money, 

MOVE bought its latest headquarters, putting down $265,000 

in cash in 1991 to buy a Victorian house on Kingsessing 

Avenue near 45th Street, still in West Philadelphia. 

 Ever since, MOVE has lived there, for the most part 

quietly. There have been no loudspeakers. Members watch TV, 

use a refrigerator and a washing machine, and live a lifestyle 

seemingly little different from those of their neighbors. 

One worrisome note was struck in 2002 when a bitter 

custody battle arose between John Africa's widow, Alberta, and 

John Gilbride, a supporter she had married and divorced. 

Just hours before his first scheduled visit with the boy, 

Gilbride was gunned down in the parking lot of his Maple 

Shade apartment complex. The homicide remains unsolved. 

 Aside from the MOVE members still behind bars for 

Ramp's murder, the organization has perhaps 40 members. Its 

growth, such as it is, has essentially come as children of 

members have been incorporated into the fold. 

 "We're not recruiting," Ramona Africa, the group's main 

representative, said in a recent interview. "MOVE is here to set 

an example for people, to give them information that people 

need to protect themselves and their families." 

 Besides, Africa added, MOVE makes strong demands of 

recruits, and that "may be a little bit intimidating." 

 Africa, now 54, was the only adult to emerge alive from 

the 1985 fire. She served seven years in prison for her role in 

the confrontation and was the only person ever charged in 

connection with it. In 1996, a federal civil jury awarded her 

$500,0000 in damages in her lawsuit over the clash. 

For a time, MOVE seemed to catch a bit of fresh wind 

because of its connection to Mumia Abu-Jamal, an acolyte of 

John Africa's who became an international cause célèbre after 

his conviction for murdering a Philadelphia police officer. But 

once a federal judge set aside Abu-Jamal's death sentence in 

2001, much of the force went out of the campaign on his 

behalf. 

 John Edgar Wideman, author of the MOVE-inspired novel 

Philadelphia Fire, said he was struck by how much 

Philadelphians had distanced themselves from the disaster. 

Wideman recalled how only about a hundred people turned out 

for an event to mark the 10th anniversary. "It was sad," he 

said. 

 He added: "What we learned from the event was almost 

nothing." 

 An elusive quest 

 MOVE's mission remains unchanged, said Ramona Africa: 

"To get our family home." 

 This quest remains elusive. 

 The MOVE Nine are down to eight. Merle Africa died in 

1998 of natural causes in prison. The others became eligible 

for parole two years ago - having served their minimum 30 

years - but the state parole board has rejected their release, 

citing their "refusal to accept responsibility" for Ramp's killing. 

To mark the anniversary this week of the Osage Avenue 

debacle, MOVE plans to go into Philadelphia criminal court 

Wednesday to file a motion demanding that Goode, former 

Managing Director Leo A. Brooks, Sambor, Richmond, and 

other former officials be arrested on murder charges for the 

1985 deaths. 

Last month, the District Attorney's Office rejected MOVE's 

private criminal complaint asking for the arrests. MOVE is to 

appeal that decision in its filing Wednesday. 
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 Curiously, the group has nothing scheduled for Thursday, 

the 25th anniversary. 

 Perhaps this should be no surprise. Tony Allen, a former 

supporter who has become a severe critic of the group, argues 

that MOVE's time in the spotlight is long past. 

"Whatever MOVE could have meant or was intended to 

mean, it doesn't mean now," he said recently. "It just really 

exists for the benefit of the older members." 

 Allen was blunt about this in a recent message on his blog 

(http://antimove.blogspot.com). MOVE, he wrote, was "fading 

into oblivion. . . . MOVE will disappear, and is disappearing." 

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/93141269.html?viewAll

=y 

 

10-05-07 Convicted felon allegedly found with handgun 
in South Side Bethlehem 

 Bethlehem police said a tip from someone who allegedly 

witnessed the exchange of a handgun between two men 

Thursday afternoon led to the arrest of a former felon.  

 Police allege Jovanie Alverado, 21, of Broadway in 

Bethlehem, had a silver and black semiautomatic handgun 

tucked into the waist band of his pants. Alverado was walking 

with a second man -- who was not charged -- in the 400 block 

of Montclair Avenue, police said, when someone saw a man 

hand the gun to him. 

 Alverado was stopped by officers at a gas station and 

police recovered the weapon.  

 Police claim Alverado has a prior conviction for rape and 

is barred from possessing a gun. 

 He was charged with possession of a firearm without a 

license and persons not to possess a firearm. He was sent to 

Northampton County Prison in lieu of $250,000 bail 

http://www.lehighvalleylive.com/bethlehem/index.ssf/2010/05/

convicted_felon_allegedly_foun.html 

 

10-05-05 Pistol permit applications on the rise in 
Oswego County NY 

Oswego County Clerk George Williams delivered some 

startling news to the legislature’s Community and Consumer 

Affairs committee during the April 22 meeting. 

 Pistol permit applications have increased sharply, 

following both a state and national trend, he noted. 

“Something is happening in this country,” Williams added. 

During the entire year of 2008, the county clerk’s office 

handed out 208 pistol permit application packets. Of those, 67 

were returned. For 2009, 428 application packets were handed 

out and 110 were returned. 

 As of the date of the committee meeting, 400 application 

packets were given out and 142 have been returned. That is 

more than double the number of pistol permits issued for 2008. 

“Something’s on the move,” Williams said, adding that other 

county clerks in the state are seeing the same trend. “It’s 

scary.” 

 Legislator Louella LeClair said she didn’t feel it is scary, 

but rather American’s choosing their rights. “I think patriotism 

is back,” she said. 

 “Well, they’re testing the second amendment, that’s for 

sure,” Williams quipped. 

 The rise in pistol permits is a national trend with media 

outlets reporting that some of the people securing permits do 

not own guns. 

 According to news reports, between Jan. 1 and June 15, 

2009, there were 194 pistol permits issued in Ulster County—a 

15.5-percent increase over the 168 issued during the same 

period in 2008. Dutchess County saw a 19.2-percent increase 

for that same time period. 

 The state of Virginia has reportedly seen a 40-percent rise 

in gun permits and Florida reportedly had to hire additional 

employees to handle the applications, which are said to have 

more than doubled in a six-month period. 

Gun rights organizations, some politicians, and some 

residents see a correlation between the election of President 

Barack Obama and the increase in pistol permits. Obama, with 

his support for gun bans, may have prompted concern among 

Americans that they may lose one of their rights, Williams said 

after the meeting. 

 Owning a handgun in New York State requires the 

applicant be over age 21, of good moral character with no 

conviction of a serious offense, and suffer no mental illness. 

The applicants also must be a U.S. citizen and a resident of the 

county of application for at least six months. The application 

asks why the person is seeking permission to own a handgun 

and a series of questions designed to help the licensing official 

determine whether the applicant is of good moral character. 

 Four character references must be provided and they are 

checked either by telephone call or personal visit from someone 

in law enforcement. 

 The Oswego County Sheriff’s Department will fingerprint 

and photograph the applicant, and if all the criteria is met, a 

county judge will issue the permit following a review of all the 

information. 

Until recently, the wait time between application and 

issuance of a pistol permit was approximately 26 weeks. Those 

now filing in Oswego County will find the application process 

is moving at a faster pace. “We’ve been working with the 

sheriff’s department very closely,” Williams told the 

committee. 

 Sheriff Reuel “Moe” Todd has installed a “live scan” 

fingerprint machine that has cut the wait time down by 

approximately 20 weeks. In the past, the fingerprints had to be 

mailed to the FBI in Washington, D.C., Williams explained. 

Currently, the wait time is down to a matter of minutes or 

hours as the information is gathered electronically. 

 Williams announced that Sheriff Todd will be holding 

another amnesty program. Residents may bring unregistered 

guns to the sheriff’s department where they are checked to be 

sure they aren’t stolen or used to commit a crime. 

 If the guns are clear, the owner can chose to sell, give, or 

take the gun. 

Williams said the majority of the guns the county sees are 

from World War II and have been in attics for some time. The 

gun owners are often deceased and the remaining family 
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members aren’t sure of how to dispose of the weapon, Williams 

noted. 

http://www.valleynewsonline.com/viewnews.php?newsid=8

8597&id=1 

 

10-05-05 SF police to shut down troubled drug testing 
lab 

 San Francisco police said Wednesday they have decided to 

shut down their troubled drug testing lab and outsource the 

work. 

The unit had been indefinitely shuttered since March 9, 

shortly after former lab technician Deborah Madden was 

accused of skimming cocaine evidence. 

 Prosecutors have dismissed more than 600 drug cases in 

the wake of the scandal. Madden has not been charged in the 

ongoing investigation. 

 Independent audits of the crime lab also found problems 

with mismanagement and understaffing. 

Police drug-testing is currently being done by four outside 

labs. 

Chief George Gascon said the decision to shut down the lab 

came after extensive discussions. The department will look for 

one outside lab to do the testing under police supervision, he 

said. 

"We can certainly give the responsibility of the work to 

someone else, but we cannot give up the accountability," 

Gascon said. "We will remain vigilant. We will still control 

that process." 

 Gascon said drug testing was labor-intensive but could be 

contracted out at a reasonable price, though he didn't know 

exactly how much the outside testing would cost. 

 Public Defender Jeff Adachi said closing the drug testing 

unit was only the first step toward restoring public trust. 

"I am still concerned that our city will still not have the 

benefit of an independent crime lab," Adachi said. "We need to 

examine the outside labs that the police department will rely 

upon." 

Assistant Chief Jeff Godown, who was put in charge of the 

lab in March, said the drug testing unit could possibly reopen 

in the near future. 

Godown said outside drug testing could cost about $100 per 

test. Having police officers do some preliminary testing could 

limited the number of outside tests to less than 4,000 a year, he 

said, noting the police lab did about 14,000 tests a year when it 

was operating. 

 The crime lab was expected to continue conducting DNA 

and ballistics tests. Gascon said the department would explore 

moving the lab to another site 

 Gascon said a state audit of the crime lab's DNA unit 

found only minor issues. The department intends to use outside 

labs to help reduce a backlog of DNA and firearms testing, he 

said. 

"Today's audit results do not resolve my lingering concerns 

about the crime lab's DNA unit," Adachi said. "Contamination 

and failure to document testing are serious problems that still 

exist." 

 Police were criticized for their handling of a transgender 

prostitute's death after a published report last fall said DNA 

taken from her body remained untested in the city crime lab for 

more than two years. 

http://www.kansascity.com/2010/05/05/1926758/sf-police-to-

shut-down-troubled.html#ixzz0nAkrumvH 

 

10-05-05 Times Square suspect bought gun in former 
hometown 

 Police say the Times Square bomb suspect had passed a 

criminal background check and legally bought a gun from a 

dealer about two months ago in his former hometown in 

Connecticut. 

 Shelton Chief Joel Hurliman says the owner of Valley 

Firearms confirmed Faisal Shahzad (FY'-sul shah-ZAHD') 

bought a Kel-Tec rifle and passed a 14-day waiting period for 

the background check. The shop owner declined to comment 

when contacted Wednesday by The Associated Press. 

 New York Police Commissioner Raymond Kelly says 

Shahzad drove to New York's Kennedy Airport with a gun 

bought in Connecticut two months ago. 

Investigators have said a gun was discovered in the car 

Shahzad left there. He was hauled off a Dubai-bound plane 

Monday night after being allowed to board despite being under 

surveillance and on the federal no-fly list. 

: http://www.kansascity.com/2010/05/05/1926383/times-

square-suspect-bought-gun.html#ixzz0nAipfzJ5 

 

10-05-04 Pittsburgh officer charged with attacking 
motorist 

 PITTSBURGH (AP) — An off-duty Pittsburgh police 

detective is charged with choking a fellow motorist and 

threatening him with a gun after a minor collision.  

 State police say Det. Bradley Walker kicked another 

driver's car then broke a window to reach in and grab the man 

by the throat in an apparent road rage incident Saturday night 

in Pittsburgh. Investigators say Walker then pulled his car in 

front of the alleged victim's car and brandished a handgun.  

 The 17-year-veteran was arraigned Monday on charges 

including aggravated assault and unlawful restraint and 

released on $25,000 bail. Pittsburgh police say Walker has 

been put on administrative duty and will face internal 

disciplinary charges.  

A voicemail box at a phone listing under Walker's name 

was full Tuesday morning. It was not clear if he had an 

attorney. 

http://www.observer-reporter.com/OR/Story/Ap-cop-road-

rage-050410 

 
10-05-04 Why it's called a Taser and other facts 
How does a Taser work? 

A Taser is an electroshock weapon that uses electrical 

current to disrupt voluntary control of muscles. Its 

manufacturer, Taser International, calls the effects 

"neuromuscular incapacitation." The Taser fires two small 

dart-like electrodes, which stay connected to the main unit by 

conductive wire as they are propelled by small compressed 
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nitrogen charges similar to some air gun or paintball marker 

propellants. The air cartridge contains a pair of electrodes and 

propellant for a single shot and is replaced after each use. Most 

subjects who have been Tased once will comply to avoid a 

second jolt. 

 What does it feel like to be Tased? 

 Someone struck by a Taser experiences stimulation of his 

or her sensory nerves and motor nerves, resulting in strong 

involuntary muscle contraction. Here's two quotes from 

experts: 

"It is the most profound pain I have ever felt. You get total 

compliance because they don't want that pain again," a 

firearms consultant told the Associated Press in August 2003 

What does a taser feel like? Police officers who underwent 

1.5 second jolts as part of their training said, "Anyone who has 

experienced it will remember it forever... You don't want to do 

this." (The Olympian, October 14, 2002). The normal Taser 

period, however, is five seconds. 

 Often the jolt causes the victim to lose bladder and bowel 

control. 

 Why is it called a Taser? 

 Taser is an acronym, named for a fictional weapon: 

Thomas A. Swift's Electric Rifle. It was developed by Jack 

Cover, a NASA researcher, beginning in 1969. He completed 

the device, which he named after his childhood hero Tom 

Swift, in 1974. Taser is a registered trademark. 

 What is (arguably) the most infamous Taser incident? (aka 

'Don't Tase me, bro!") 

 At a Sept. 17, 2007, Constitution Day forum at the 

University of Florida in Gainesville, during an address by U.S. 

Sen. John Kerry, a student was Tased by university police. 

Initially permitted to ask questions after the close of the 

question period, Andrew Meyer, 21, an undergraduate mass 

communication student, was removed from the forum by 

university police. During the struggle to arrest Meyer, one of 

the officers stunned him with a Taser. Several videos of the 

episode were then posted on the Internet. Mick Jones, former 

guitarist for The Clash, wrote and published a song inspired 

from the event, "Don't Tase Me, Bro." 

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/92761809.html 

 
10-05-04 Law director- Ohio State law allows guns in 

parks 
 NEWARK -- Newark City Council likely won't be having 

much of a debate about the merits of allowing guns in city 

parks. 

Law Director Doug Sassen told the council Monday that the 

city will not be able to enforce a prohibition against guns in the 

parks because it conflicts with state law. 

 "I guess I would say the time for philosophical debate has 

passed. We have an absolute obligation on our part to bring our 

ordinance into compliance with the Ohio Revised Code," 

Sassen said. "To not support (the change) puts the city in legal 

jeopardy." 

Sassen said the current prohibition is in violation of state 

law and will have to be removed. 

 The issue arose last week when the park rules and 

regulations were brought to the recreation committee to be 

updated. Councilman Jeff Rath said he opposed limiting the 

use of guns in the parks and proposed an amendment allowing 

individuals with a concealed-carry permit to bring them into 

the parks. 

 That amendment will have to be expanded next Monday to 

bring Newark's regulations into compliance with state law. 

Mayor Bob Diebold also encouraged council to follow state 

law, although it gives him an "uneasy" feeling. 

 "Let's just get this over with and get it done is all I can 

say," Diebold said. 

Councilwoman Shirley Stare questioned why concealed-

carry-permit holders were allowed to bring guns into parks 

when they are banned from City Hall or school buildings, but 

Sassen said the Ohio Revised Code has a very specific list of 

places guns are not allowed and parks are not on the list. 

A recent Supreme Court ruling upheld the right of 

concealed-carry permit holders to bring guns to parks, since 

parks are not on the list, Sassen said. 

"The state law in this case, not in every case, but in this 

case ... trumps local law," Sassen said. 

http://www.newarkadvocate.com/article/20100504/NEWS0

1/5040316/1002 

 

10-05-03 At Least 4 Stabbed in SoCal Target, Woman 
Arrested 

 The woman stabbed three women and a man with a large 

blade about the size of a kitchen knife, officials said. 

WEST HOLLYWOOD, Calif. -- A woman who stabbed 

and wounded four people in a busy Target store Monday 

afternoon was arrested when an off-duty sheriff's deputy pulled 

his gun and ordered the woman to the ground as screaming 

shoppers ran from the building, authorities said. 

Layla Trawick started randomly stabbing people with a 

blade about the size of a kitchen knife at about 12:45 p.m., Los 

Angeles sheriff's Sgt. Josh Mankini said. The 35-year-old was 

arrested with the help of private security guards. 

 Several shoppers who saw the deputy pull out his weapon 

feared he was a gunman, adding to the sense of panic, Mankini 

said. 

 "There's a bunch of screaming going on," he said. "He 

orders her to the ground. She complies." 

 Three women and a man were stabbed and taken to area 

hospitals, Mankini said.  

Los Angeles County Fire Inspector Frederick Stowers said 

one victim was in critical condition. Authorities did not 

immediately know the conditions of the others. 

 Mankini said the deputy, Clay Grant, is a five-year veteran 

of the department and was authorized to have a weapon in the 

store. 

"Police officers can carry guns anywhere in the U.S.," he 

said. "I carry my gun everywhere. Most police officers carry a 

firearm all the time. We see a lot bad guys at work." 

http://www.foxnews.com/us/2010/05/03/stabbed-socal-

target-woman-arrested/ 
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10-05-03Nation's gun cancer spreads 
By Patrick Walsh  

After graduating from college, I served four years as an 

infantry officer in the Army's 25th Infantry Division. I fired 

everything from 9mm pistols to .50-caliber machine guns, 

routinely qualifying as "expert" with an M16A2 rifle. 

It's not despite such experience, but precisely because of it, 

that I think the availability of guns in America is stunningly 

negligent public policy. And it may get worse. 

One needn't be a constitutional law scholar to discern the 

Founding Fathers' intent in the Second Amendment. The 

original draft presented to the first session of the first Congress 

read: "The right of the people to keep and bear arms shall not 

be infringed; a well armed and well regulated militia being the 

best security of a free country: but no person religiously 

scrupulous of bearing arms shall be compelled to render 

military service in person." (The emphasis is mine.) 

Clearly, the framers placed the right to bear arms within 

the context of organized military service. They wished to 

highlight the distinction between state militias and the federal 

army. They viewed state militias as a check against the misuse 

of the army to impose centralized tyranny. 

Even the treacherous, 27-word version of the amendment 

with which we contend today retains and begins with the 

phrase, "A well regulated militia being necessary to the 

security of a free state ..." 

Scientists talk about gene "expression" when referring to 

how the inherited instructions of our DNA are converted into 

working proteins in our bodies - an interpretive process. With 

interpretation can come error, and serious errors in gene 

expression can lead to diseases such as cancer. 

America has a cancer originating in the misinterpretation 

of our government's DNA, the Constitution. In 2008, the 

Supreme Court handed down an erroneous interpretation of the 

Second Amendment in District of Columbia v. Heller, striking 

down a handgun ban in Washington and endorsing the 

misconception that individuals have a right to own firearms. 

Now, in McDonald v. City of Chicago,the court could 

compound the error by striking down a Chicago gun ban, 

extending the principle beyond the District of Columbia. 

 The old gun lobby claim "guns don't kill people" is 

specious. No one rails against the manufacture of axes or 

baseball bats; there are no campaigns to ban Bowie knives. 

With a bolt-action rifle and a telescopic sight, I could put a 

bullet through my neighbor from a hundred yards away as he 

crosses his living room. With a Glock 17 pistol stashed in my 

briefcase, I could enter a boardroom, coolly dispatch a dozen 

executives, and still have five rounds left to deal with the 

security guards. 

To put it another way, Virginia Tech doesn't happen if 

Seung-Hui Cho is brandishing a sword. Columbine doesn't 

happen if Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold are wielding 

Louisville Sluggers. Charles Whitman doesn't kill 14 people at 

the University of Texas at Austin if he takes up his sniping 

position armed with a longbow. 

 Take it from a former soldier: A gun's power is arbitrary 

and wildly disproportionate to its price, size, and ease of use. 

Before the advent of firearms, becoming dangerous meant 

years of training, if not membership in a warrior caste. Cho 

simply used a credit card to pay $571 for a Glock 19 and 50 

bullets. 

 A Glock 19 weighs less than a quart of milk; it measures 

under 7 inches long. Its operation is simple: load, point, shoot 

15 times, reload. In one span of nine minutes, Cho killed 30 

people and wounded dozens more. 

 I once carried a rifle in defense of the Constitution. Now I 

wield a pen and must trust the adage about its superiority. But I 

admit to feeling outgunned by madmen like Cho and the 

Supreme Court justices who think more guns are the answer. 

Patrick Walsh is a writer who lives in Princeton. He served 

as a rifle platoon leader, battalion adjutant, and company 

executive officer in the Fifth Battalion, 14th Infantry 

Regiment. 

http://www.philly.com/inquirer/opinion/92648699.html 

 

10-05-03 In Chicago, good grades: $50; a nice gun: 
invaluable 

 In Chicago, guns are apparently more valuable than 

grades. 

 That is evident from the price list that will be in effect on 

Saturday, when Mayor Richard M. Daley deploys police 

officials to pay gun owners to turn in their weapons, "no 

questions asked." 

 You will be able to turn in your trusty assault rifle and 

receive a $100 prepaid MasterCard. That is way better than the 

$50 pay-for-grades that public school officials offered students 

last year. And that $50 was for an A, so it actually took some 

work. 

Additional proof that guns are worth more than grades: 

During the "Paper Project" at 20 Chicago high schools that 

started in 2008, a B was worth $35 and students were paid $20 

for C's. 

 Compare that to the $75 pre-loaded MasterCards that will 

be handed over for handguns on Saturday. Even pop guns and 

replicas will net $10, which on the pay-for-grades scale would 

be reimbursement for a D-. 

The turn-in-your-gun event is the latest bit of misdirection 

by city hall. They want you to think that gang leaders, bank 

robbers and criminals are surrendering their weapons and that 

by Saturday night Chicago will be a safer place. 

 What is more likely to happen on Saturday night is that 

doped-up thieves, pickpockets and other miscreants will have a 

few thousand potential victims walking around with prepaid 

MasterCards in their pockets. 

 "At the very time that some cities and states are allowing 

people to carry concealed weapons on their streets, in Chicago 

we're working to get all types of guns off our streets," Mayor 

Daley announced at the Liberation Christian Center, 6810 S. 

Ashland Ave.  

Liberation Center is one of the 22 locations that will be 

staffed by police on Saturday. Apparently city officials believe 

that most of the guns are on the South side because that is 

where 17 of the turn-in locations are located. 
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Maybe on the North side they should have a baseball bat 

turn-in, to prevent brutal attacks such as the one on those two 

young women walking home from a night out. Of course there 

are those who have suggested that if the women were carrying 

guns they might have thwarted their purse-snatching attacker.  

But concealed carry is not the direction in which Chicago is 

moving. The mayor wants all guns surrendered and not used - 

even by law-abiding citizens. 

"I ask Chicagoans to turn in their firearms, no questions 

asked. Every parent, every institution and every person shares 

in this responsibility," he said.  

 I don't think the mayor thought out that "institution" 

comment. For instance, he really wouldn't want an institution 

such as the U.S. Department of Education to show up with its 

arsenal of old guns. If they did, City Hall would quickly run 

out of plastic. 

You didn't know the Department of Education had guns?  

 Not only do they have quite a stockpile of weapons, they 

just bought some late-model shotguns with all the all the 

combat trimmings, such as short barrels for concealment and 

modified sights.  

 Under the terms of a new contract, the guns were to arrive 

at the Department of Education's Chicago headquarters on 

Monday, March 22, in the 14th floor offices of the U.S. 

Department of Education inspector general.  

According to a bid solicitation that was obtained by the 

ABC 7 I-Team, the department purchased 27 Remington 

Model 870 pump-action shotguns with 14-inch modified choke 

barrels. They were custom-made for law enforcement with 

shorter barrels than allowed for civilian use.  

The shotguns are intended to replace an older, 

malfunctioning arsenal, according to officials, and would have 

to be compatible with existing combat armor.  

An Education Department spokeswoman said that the guns 

aren't for classroom security, but rather for special agents who 

work waste and fraud cases involving education funds. The 

officers have full law enforcement authority and training, 

sometimes conduct search warrants and make arrests, 

according to a spokeswoman. 

 Chicago is the location of the education department's 

firearm's inventory manager and why the new gun shipment is 

coming here.  

 "Please know that in the course of our work, we have 

arrested individuals with violent criminal histories, including 

violence against law enforcement officers," she said. 

 So when was the last time an education department 

inspector needed to squeeze off a few rounds from the 

Remington? 

Never.  

 "In our history, we have been fortunate that our agents 

have not had to discharge their firearms in the line of duty," 

said the spokeswoman. 

 But you can't be too careful with those dangerous 

education fund fraudsters. I'll bet that some crafty pay-for-

grades student might even have tried to change his D into a B 

to steal $35.  

http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=377757 

 

Lawmaker hopes bill settles 
shooting range rift 

Philipsburg gun club in midst of four-year dispute over 

cleanup 

By David Hurst, dhurst@altoonamirror.com -- POSTED: 

May 2, 2010  

A four-year battle over a Philipsburg gun club's land has a 

Cambria County lawmaker calling for a task force to set 

statewide lead cleanup guidelines for shooting ranges. 

Those for the bill said its passage - or failure - may set a 

precedent on ranges across the state and likely settle the fate of 

a trap shooting club's 23-acre gun range, which the 

Department of Conservation and Natural Resources has 

essentially shut down since 2006. 

The DCNR's worry: Generations of lead shot from trap 

shells fired on the property have polluted the site. 

The Philipsburg Rod & Gun Club and supporters said their 

land is no hazard and the concerns are a smoke screen to kick 

the group off the land. 

"If the DCNR is able to do this to us, they could be able to 

stop anyone from shooting at ranges," said Dave Laux, the gun 

club's president. "We've got to get this bill passed." 

State Sen. John Wozniak, D-Johnstown, announced the bill 

last week. His staff said they are building bipartisan support for 

the bill with plans to introduce it to the Senate sometime this 

week. 

The Philipsburg club has been locked in a nearly four-year 

effort to resume shooting on its six trap ranges. 

Laux said his club has been using the land for a century, 

predating the Black Moshannon State Park that currently 

surrounds it. 

For decades, the park and club had a good relationship, but 

he said things quickly went south once new park leadership 

arrived 15 years ago. The club was denied a 10-year lease in 

2006 after park officials produced samples taken from their 23-

acre tract and said some ground sections contained as much as 

3.7 percent lead. 

They told the club it would be shut down, although annual 

temporary leases have been awarded under the condition that 

no lead shooting take place on the land. 

"The range at Black Mo[shannon] began operating long 

before anyone knew the consequences of lead in our 

environment," DCNR spokeswoman Christina Novak said, 

noting there is "concern that the shot accumulated through 

decades of range use may be at levels that could harm the 

park's environment and its visitors." 

The club has studied the matter with its own experts, 

determining the worst spot on their land contained less than a 

tenth of that amount of lead. 

Members said that amount posed no threat to plants, 

animals or humans and was below Department of 

Environmental Protection and Environmental Protection 

Agency concern levels. 
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Laux believes DCNR wants the club's land, eyeing a hub in 

the park for what would be a major north-south snowmobile 

trail that would extend to New York state. 

DCNR and Black Moshannon officials maintain that is not 

the case and that they are only concerned about land quality. 

"This is an environmental protection issue this isn't about 

guns or anything else," Novak said. 

She said DCNR wants the club to clean up the property but 

is awaiting a final site analysis that would include a new plan 

to handle the task properly. 

Laux said the club has offered many times to clean up the 

site and treat areas with limestone, even though it's not a DEP 

mandate for such insignificant lead levels, he added. But each 

time the offer was shot down, he said. 

Wozniak said his bill will settle the issue. 

Dubbed "The Freedom to Shoot Act," it would create a task 

force of state health, environmental and parks officials - DEP, 

Game Commission and Department of Health officials among 

them - to recommend state standards for lead shot 

contamination cleanup. 

"Right now we have no standards, no consistency and no 

accountability," Wozniak said. "This oversight has created 

undue anxiety for local gun clubs and distrust between state 

officials and local residents." 

State Sen. John Eichelberger Jr., R-Blair, thinks the bill 

could move quickly. 

He plans to sign on as a Republican co-sponsor and has 

gotten indications it will be well-supported from both parties. 

"It'll be bipartisan, no question about it," he said, noting 

he's concerned about "the greater issue" - that gun clubs could 

be shut down across the state using the same approach. 

News of the Right to Shoot bill caught Bob Lutz's attention. 

The Portage Revolver & Pistol Club Treasurer said he hadn't 

heard of the standstill between DCNR and the Philipsburg gun 

club beforehand. 

"That's really something," he said. "I just hope if the bill is 

going to move forward, there's going to be more literature 

getting to us about it, to keep everyone informed. The clubs 

should know about it." 

Mirror Staff Writer David Hurst is at 946-7457. 

http://www.altoonamirror.com/page/content.detail/id/529450.h

tml?showlayout=0 

 

10-05-02 Bigger not always better when it comes to 
hunting rifles 

Over the course of many years of shooting and assembling 

guns and gun scope outfits, I have learned a few things and 

have developed a few ideas. Some of these ideas might be 

considered absolutes, others probabilities.  

For instance, have you ever noticed that a less-experienced 

shooter will be found with the largest of calibers and the most 

powerful scopesight?  

After almost 60 years of shooting and reloading, I find 

myself moving to the smaller rounds with the large-caliber 

rifles collecting dust in the corner.  

 In the eyes of a beginner, that monster-sized cartridge just 

has to shoot flatter and down game more quickly than rounds 

the size of the .243. After all, bigger means more powder 

burned with more devastating results, right?  

 Maybe. Much depends on the size and physical makeup of 

the game to be shot. For truly large game, such as a Kodiak 

brown bear, a hunter needs bone-shattering penetration. They 

are big and they do bite back.  

 For animals the size of our whitetail deer or an antelope, 

bullet expansion is more important. A buck is nine inches from 

rib cage to rib cage. Don't believe me? Measure one sometime.  

Since you are not attempting to hit the hillside on the other 

side of the deer, deep penetration is not necessary.  

 The choice of rifle depends on what is to be hunted. Of 

course, there is always the human factor. Regardless who the 

person is, most shoot a smaller caliber of rifle better than he or 

she will a belching, kicking behemoth of a round.  

 While we would hardly hunt big game with a .22, some 

compromise between power and shooting comfort must be 

made. I realize there is a great difference in how much recoil 

an individual can tolerate, but one has to come face to face 

with his limitations.  

A rifle should be a joy to shoot and not something that 

terrorizes the shooter. And facing that limitation can be a 

problem for some. Owning the biggest rifle on the block 

doesn't make the owner a hairy chested stud.  

Where the smaller rounds excel is in their shoot ability. 

Since bullet performance, not cartridge performance, is a major 

factor in determining venison on the table or an empty plate, 

power is not that important. Bullet placement however is very 

important.  

 I have often stated that a .243 bullet in the chest downs a 

deer quicker than a .300 bullet in the leg or stomach. It's bullet 

performance and bullet placement that matter most not what 

caliber rifle it came from.  

 Then there is the owner of a large-caliber rifle who shoots 

a round that resembles a Saturn rocket. Such a potent rifle 

requires a large powerful scope. This despite the rifle will 

never be used on anything except big game.  

Varmint hunters need a lot of magnification for the game 

they hunt, which is small and far away. That's not the case for 

those pursuing deer or elk.  

I have never seen a whitetail buck that I couldn't shoot with 

a 9-power variable scoped rifle. And believe me, I have hunted 

open fields a lot and shot more than a few deer at long ranges.  

 The main reason for the variable scopes on my deer rifles 

is the availability of the lower powers in case the hunter move 

into the woods. You need nothing higher than 10X on a strictly 

big game rifle.  

But why not a big scope just in case?  

 A high power in the scope usually means a big scope and a 

heavy scope. While on a light kicking rifle this large weight 

has little effect, on a larger caliber the law of inertia takes over. 

Its hard to keep a heavy scope in place under heavy recoil.  

 We usually say the scope moves in the rings but in reality 

it is the rifle that slides back away from the wanting to stay in 

place scope. The heavier the scope and the harder the rearward 

movement of the rifle the more likely it occurs. Light rifles in 

big calibers coupled with heavy scopes are common culprits. 
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On top of that, buying a nice light rifle because it feels good, 

then encumbering it with a big scope doesn't fall into the 

common sense category.  

Another common problem with these heavy, high-

magnification scopes is that they are usually mounted high 

above the rifle's line of sight.  

 Because of that they are subject to bumps and require the 

shooter toraise his or her head from the stock when shooting. 

Again this is not a problem when varmint hunting for one can 

take the time to get in position. But when snap-shooting at 

running big game, one hasn't the luxury of time.  

High-powered, high-mounted scopes can be all right on a 

varmint rig or maybe a rifle that is used for varmint and as a 

back up for big game. But on a magnum that is strictly a big 

game rifle, I must ask why?  

 A Corvette is a fine vehicle but is not built to haul manure. 

A Ford truck works better. So it goes with rifle scope combos. 

What is right for one application is wrong for another.  

http://www.observer-reporter.com/OR/Story/Block-

Column2010-05-02T00-33-24 

 

10-05-01 Maine State police to receive new AR-15 
assault rifles 

 SCARBOROUGH, Maine — The first time state Rep. 

Paulette Beaudoin of Biddeford ever shot a gun was last week 

at a range in town where Maine State Police troopers fine-tune 

their marksmanship skills. 

 A trooper placed a Maine-made AR-15 assault rifle in her 

hands and gave her tips about how to fire the gun safely. 

Beaudoin is the one who submitted a bill to supply the weapons 

to every trooper on regular patrol. 

“It was the first time I ever, ever had a rifle in my hands,” 

said the 76-year-old great grandmother. “It was quite a thrill.” 

 Beaudoin is not exactly sure how many shots she fired with 

the AR-15, but knows she emptied the gun’s clip. 

“It was quite a whopper on the shoulder,” she said. “I had 

never done anything like that. They had two targets set up, one 

was in the shape of a man and one was a woman. I was going 

for the man and I found out I hit the woman. They thought that 

was funny,” she said of the troopers and dignitaries around her. 

 A total of 105 of the guns were recently purchased for the 

state’s regular patrol troopers, who have been using semi-

automatic 9 mm Ruger carbine rifles. The $76,191 price for the 

new guns was paid by a combination of drug funds and state 

revenues, Beaudoin said. 

“They’re very happy, but I think I’m happiest of all because 

they’re safe and have the equipment they need,” she said. 

“They do so much for us, putting their lives on the line.” 

Bushmaster Firearms Inc.’s Windham plant, which 

Beaudoin recently toured, won the bid to provide the rifles. 

 “Before being assigned the new weapon, troopers are 

completing five hours of training and instruction with the new 

rifle, which include firing more than 300 rounds,” wrote 

Stephen McCausland, Maine Department of Public Safety 

spokesman, in his weekly memo. 

 The Chief of the State Police, Col. Patrick Fleming, said, 

“The new weapon is more user-friendly and has more 

firepower than the Ruger carbine rifle that it is replacing,” 

McCausland’s memo states. 

Troopers have been using assault-style weapons for several 

years, Fleming said Friday. He said the weapons were 

necessary “for the safety of our officers.” 

“It has been a growing trend nationally that people are 

committing more crimes with these types of long guns,” he 

said. “When an officer goes to a situation where the person 

involved has a long gun and the officer doesn’t, it can become 

a very dangerous situation.” 

 Fleming said the guns were paid for by money from court-

ordered seizures and forfeitures. 

 The carbines will be retained by the State Police and issued 

to detectives and other members of the department who do not 

patrol on a regular basis, McCausland said. 

Troopers began getting their new weapons earlier this year 

and the distribution of the new guns should be completed by 

mid-June. 

 “I’m very proud of the men and women we have as state 

troopers,” Beaudoin said. 

http://www.bangordailynews.com/detail/142441.html 

 

10-04-30 Bethlehem shooting charges waived to Lehigh 
County Court 

ALLENTOWN | A pair of men accused of robbing and 

trying to shoot a Bethlehem man in his apartment last month 

face trial in Lehigh County Court.  

Christian Alberto Diaz, 27, of the 900 block of Gordon 

Street in Allentown, and Eduardo Antonio Vinas, 27, of the 

500 block of South Benner Avenue in Fountain Hill, waived 

their preliminary hearing Thursday in Lehigh County Central 

Court, binding all 17 charges against each of them to county 

court.  

 According to court papers, the duo arrived at the complex 

with a sawed-off shotgun and a handgun. Numerous shots were 

fired, police said, but no one was injured during the March 29 

shootout.  

 They were planning to rob complex resident Francisco 

Garcia-Freytes, 25, court records said. Garcia-Freytes told 

police one of the men was yelling, "Give me the money, 

jewelry and guns." According to court documents, Garcia-

Freytes, who legally owns a gun, retrieved it and instructed his 

girlfriend, Emlayne Rodriguez, 18, to go in the bathroom.  

Once the duo forced open the door, Vinas began firing the 

handgun into the apartment while Diaz went outside and fired 

the sawed-off shotgun through the living room window, 

records say, and Garcia-Freytes returned fire.  

 Both men were charged with aggravated assault, robbery, 

simple assault, reckless endangerment, discharging a firearm 

into an occupied structure, possession of a firearm without a 

license, criminal mischief, burglary and criminal trespass.  

 Vinas, who allegedly had 10 bags of heroin on him, was 

also charged with drug possession.  

 Diaz and Vinas remain in Lehigh County Prison in lieu of 

$750,000 bail and $500,000 bail, respectively. 

http://www.lehighvalleylive.com/bethlehem/index.ssf?/base/ne

ws-2/1272600508125610.xml&coll=3 
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10-04-30Police: Man accused of killing Yale doc says 
sorry 

 An unemployed Georgia doctor charged with fatally 

shooting a Yale University physician acknowledged he was at 

the crime scene at the time of the shooting and said he was 

sorry for what happened, police said Friday. 

Branford police released a report by an officer who 

interviewed 44-year-old Lishan Wang, who is accused of 

killing Vajinder (vah-JIN'-der) Toor on Monday outside Toor's 

home. 

 Toor, originally from India, was shot five times. Wang also 

shot at Toor's pregnant wife but missed, police said. 

Police say Wang told them he had been accused of 

threatening Toor and poking him in the eye when they worked 

together at Kingsbrook Jewish Medical Center in New York. A 

history of confrontations with Toor and other colleagues at 

Kingsbrook led to his dismissal two years ago. He also had a 

federal discrimination lawsuit pending against the hospital. 

 Printouts on two other people directly involved in Wang's 

dismissal and directions were found in Wang's van when he 

was arrested shortly after the shooting, police said. The vehicle 

also had 1,000 rounds of ammunition, a wig, hammer and a 

knife, police said Tuesday. 

 Wang was found with handguns matching shell casings 

from the slaying scene, loaded magazines, Google directions to 

Toor's house and a picture of the victim, authorities said. 

 Wang is charged with murder, attempted murder and 

firearms offenses. His lawyer, Scott Jones, did not immediately 

return a message for comment Friday. 

 Wang told police he was at Toor's condominium complex 

between two to 10 minutes Monday, but he did not know why 

he wanted to see Toor, the report said. He indicated that he had 

a conversation with Toor, but the report does not elaborate and 

a police spokesman declined to comment. 

 "Mr. Wang also confirmed that he was sorry for what 

happened at the condo," the police report states. 

 Wang said it was the first time he had seen Toor since they 

worked together at Kingsbrook, the report said. 

Wang also said he might try to kill himself, police said. He 

was placed on suicide watch. 

Wang is a married father of three, and his last known 

address was in Marietta, Ga. 

Toor was a postdoctoral fellow at the Yale School of 

Medicine who was working with the infectious disease section 

of Yale-New Haven Hospital. 

 The police report also quotes a person whose name is 

blacked out as saying Wang had threatened other employees at 

Kingsbrook. 

http://www.kansascity.com/2010/04/30/1914026/police-

man-accused-of-killing.html#ixzz0nAjslPWZ 

 

10-04-29 Firearms Industry Releases Economic Impact 
Report 

 Total Impact: $27.8 Billion in 2009 

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- At a Capitol Hill breakfast 

briefing today, the National Shooting Sports Foundation, the 

trade association for the firearms and ammunition industry, 

released a newly commissioned report detailing the significant 

economic impact the firearms and ammunition industry has on 

the nation's and each state’s economy. 

 Key Points: Firearms and Ammunition Industry Economic 

Impact  

  2008 2009 

Jobs 166,200 183,424 

Wages $6,361,205,400 $8,210,881,000 

Econ Impact $19,199,634,700 $27,846,304,300 

“During difficult economic times and high unemployment 

rates nationally, our industry actually grew and created 16,800 

new, well-paying jobs,” said NSSF President Steve Sanetti. 

“Our industry is proud to be one of the bright spots in this 

economy.” 

Key Points: Taxes 

  2008 2009 

Federal Taxes $1,503,740,471 $2,035,154,440 

State Taxes $1,299,088,678 $1,909,417,793 

Excise Taxes $327,070,867 $450,177,780 

 The economic growth America's firearms and ammunition 

industry experienced last year was driven by an unprecedented 

number of Americans choosing to exercise their fundamental 

right to keep and bear arms and purchase a firearm and 

ammunition. This coincided with the continued decline in 

accidental firearm-related deaths (more than a 60 percent 

decrease in the last 20 years) and a continued drop in crime 

rates nationally.  

 Also cited in the economic impact report were the 

significant taxes paid by industry member companies to federal 

and state governments and the Pittman-Robertson excise tax 

the industry pays on the products it sells – this tax is the major 

source of wildlife conservation funding in America. 

 “In 2009 our industry increased its contribution to wildlife 

conservation by over 37.6 percent, which translates into 

sportsmen contributing more than $7.5 million dollars daily to 

conservation efforts,” said NSSF Senior Vice President and 

General Counsel Lawrence G. Keane.  

“Ours is an industry with a storied past, steeped in tradition 

and a rich heritage,” continued Keane. “We were there at the 

beginning of America’s economic expansion and remain a vital 

and important American industry. We look forward to 

speaking with members of Congress today about important 

legislative and regulatory issues that will allow our industry 

members to continue to grow their businesses and create new 

jobs in their communities.” 

http://www.nssf.org/newsroom/releases/show.cfm?PR=042

910.cfm&path=2010 

 

10-04-28Gun owners back state bills in Pennsylvania, 
denounce municipal laws 

HARRISBURG -- A former Texas legislator whose parents 

died in the 1991 shooting in Luby's Cafeteria told Pennsylvania 

gun enthusiasts Tuesday they can "make a difference" in 
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pushing for laws that make it easier to legally use a firearm to 

defend one's family. 

After the shooting in Killeen, Texas, that killed 23 people, 

Suzanna Gratia Hupp found herself "mad as hell" at the Texas 

Legislature for making it illegal to carry a handgun. Her gun 

was "100 yards away," locked in her car, when George Jo 

Hennard moved through the cafeteria executing people before 

taking his own life. 

Hupp ran for the Legislature and pushed for enactment of a 

1995 law allowing Texans to carry a handgun with a concealed 

weapons license, similar to the Pennsylvania law that has 

licensed about a half-million gun owners. 

Her story "illustrates when the government restricts the 

right to bear arms, law-abiding citizens lose and criminals 

win," said state Rep. Daryl Metcalfe, R-Cranberry. 

Hundreds of gun advocates at an annual rally organized by 

Metcalfe yesterday touted state legislation to expand the use of 

self-defense beyond homes and to "slap down" municipal gun 

ordinances. 

"Right here in your state you have (a state) pre-emption 

law, but cities from Philadelphia to Pittsburgh and other places 

are saying 'to heck with that law,' " said Wayne LaPierre, 

executive vice president of the National Rifle Association. 

"That's not the way our country works, and we're not going to 

let it stand." 

 Gun supporters say only the state, not local governments, 

can enact gun control laws. Thirty-seven cities, townships and 

boroughs adopted ordinances or resolutions requiring people to 

report lost or stolen weapons. 

 "The municipalities are acting because the General 

Assembly has failed to act," said Joe Grace, executive director 

of CeaseFirePA, a gun control group. The House in 2008 failed 

to pass a bill for lost and stolen weapon reporting. 

Firearms supporters claim such legislation makes criminals 

out of ordinary gun owners. But they have had trouble finding 

a person who could sue to overturn local ordinances because 

"we can't find anyone they charged with these illegal laws," 

said Harry Schneider of Cranberry, legislative chairman of the 

Pennsylvania Sportsmen's Association. 

 Metcalfe said his bill, H.B.1541, would require towns in 

which gun ordinances are overturned to reimburse plaintiffs for 

"actual damages, reasonable attorney fees and other legal 

costs."  

Grace's group opposes the so-called "Castle Doctrine" bill 

by Rep. Scott Perry, R-Cumberland County. A person can 

legally shoot an intruder who forcibly enters his or her home. 

The legislation would provide similar self-defense protection to 

shootings outside homes, in businesses, vehicles or in state 

parks. It would not cover someone engaged in criminal 

activity. 

 It's time, Perry said, to "tip rights back in favor of law-

abiding citizens." 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/region

al/s_678366.html# 

 

10-04-28 Rally for the 2nd Amendment 

 Members of the Pennsylvania Firearm Owners Association 

rallied at the state capitol in support of our Second Amendment 

rights. 

It was the fifth annual Right To Keep And Bear Arms 

Rally.The event included speakers from the National Rifle 

Association and the state House of Representatives - who 

talked about Second Amendment rights. 

128th District Rep. Sam Rohrer (R): 

“Our founders understood that it was the thing that stood 

between a government too strong moving against a people so 

they made it very, very clear that's why it's the 2nd amendment 

right after free speech.” 

After the rally, many people went in to the capitol to talk to 

their representatives about gun-related issue. 

http://www.whptv.com/news/local/story/Rally-for-the-2nd-

Amendment/sOYaOobKtE-6WrS83gLKmw.cspx 

 

10-04-28 John Baer: Pro-gun stars shine at Capitol rally 
 REPUBLICAN state Rep. (and lieutenant governor 

candidate) Daryl Metcalfe from faraway Butler County 

yesterday offered up a little reminder of the diversity driving 

Pennsylvania politics. 

 Metcalfe, arguably the state's most pro-gun lawmaker, 

hosted his fifth Right to Keep and Bear Arms Rally at the 

Capitol with several hundred gun fans and, as advertised, its 

"biggest-ever lock-and-loaded lineup." 

Speakers included NRA executive vice president Wayne 

La-Pierre, Gun Owners of America director Larry Pratt and 

former Texas lawmaker and national right-to-carry advocate 

Suzanna Hupp. 

The annual gig is a direct response "to that gun-grabbing 

liberal Ed Rendell coming up from Philadelphia," Metcalfe 

said. 

The rally's far from subtle. It once featured a suggestion 

that gun-control supporter Rep. Angel Cruz, D-Phila., be 

hanged from the "tree of liberty." 

Cruz, Rendell and others push for controls such as 

restricting gun sales to one a month per buyer. There was no 

lynching suggestion yesterday, but plenty of evidence of 

Pennsylvania's love affair with firearms. 

 Metcalfe called for "celebrating" Ed's last year in office 

and drew cheers and loud applause with: 

"We have defeated that man every step of the way." 

Attendees said it's important to visually remind the 

Legislature of same. 

 "It's a good cause," said Harry Gromo, 69, a retired Beaver 

County steelworker holding a sign: "Gun control means using 

both hands." 

 He said he came because "every day there's something 

new" threatening gun rights. 

The current targets are Philly and other municipalities 

enacting local gun laws. 

A bill sponsored by Metcalfe requires locals to foot court 

costs, attorney fees and "actual damages" in successful 

challenges to local gun controls. 
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 The control-advocacy group CeaseFirePa says 37 

municipalities have resolutions or ordinances requiring 

reporting lost or stolen guns. 

 Rallygoers Garin Moore, 50, unemployed, and Connie 

Miller, 51, a floral designer, both of Tower City, in Schuylkill 

County, said local laws don't work. 

 "Only the law-abiding cooperate," said Miller. 

"Don't fear what a person carries in their hand," Moore 

said. "Fear what they carry in their heart." 

 There's also a push for a tough Castle Doctrine (as in a 

man's home is his castle) protecting gun owners from civil 

liability if they use lethal force in self-defense at home, work, 

in a vehicle or (for some reason) at state parks. 

 Republican candidates for governor, Attorney General 

Tom Corbett and Berks County Rep. Sam Rohrer, were 

introduced and stood with rally speakers, along with dozens of 

lawmakers from both parties. 

 Few issues are as divisive. While far from exclusively 

partisan, more Democrats tend to support controls; more 

Republicans oppose them. 

 Philly's Democratic candidate for governor, state Sen. 

Tony Williams, for example, is running statewide TV ads 

calling for local gun laws. 

 In contrast, Metcalfe says that if he's lieutenant governor 

and the governor does anything resembling retreat from the 

Second Amendment, Metcalfe will run against him in the next 

primary. 

 But then, Williams represents Philly, and Metcalfe 

represents Butler County. 

 For comparison purposes, the tourism section of Butler 

County's Web site features the fact that three local bridges are 

closed through Oct. 15 and touts "The Barns of Butler 

County," a self-guided driving tour of 16 barns "tucked among 

our rolling hills." 

Metcalfe, 47, is as conservative as it gets. He opposes 

routine resolutions honoring Muslims (because they "do not 

recognize Jesus Christ as God") and domestic-violence 

awareness (because language related to men suggests "a 

homosexual agenda"). 

But he has the last ballot position in a field of nine 

unknown Republicans for lieutenant governor and could - 

based on name ID among hard-core GOP voters, especially in 

western Pennsylvania - prevail in the May 18 primary. 

 And that could be interesting. 

"Once I get elected lieutenant governor," he says, "both 

parties will move to abolish the office . . . I will not be a silent 

sidekick." 

 In fact, he'd be a double-barreled booster - for gun rights 

and the political right. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/hp/news_update/92288224.ht

ml 

 

10-04-28 17 injured in knife attack at south China 
primary school 

 GUANGZHOU, April 28 (Xinhua) -- A teacher, suffering 

mental disorders, injured 16 pupils and one teacher with a 

knife at a primary school in south China's Guangdong 

Province Wednesday afternoon. 

Chen Kangbing, 33, barged into Leicheng First Primary 

School in Leizhou City and started attacking at around 3 p.m. 

before police seized him. He is from a different school. 

The victims, who suffered wounds to their heads, backs and 

arms, were rushed to Leizhou People's Hospital. Nine of them 

were discharged Wednesday night. All the injured are in a 

stable condition, said Chen Riwen, a spokesman for the 

provincial education department. 

 The 16 students were forth or fifth graders and the injured 

art teacher is male. 

Initial investigations showed that Chen Kangbing is a 

teacher at Hongguan Primary School in the city's town of 

Baisha. Suffering from mental disorders, he had been on sick 

leave since February 2006, Chen Riwen said. 

The attacker's mental state when committing the crime 

remains unclear, he said. 

 After the rampage, teachers of the primary school 

surrounded Chen to keep him from fleeing or hurting more 

people before the police came, witnesses say. 

The police are investigating the case. 

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english2010/china/2010-

04/28/c_13271059.htm 

 
10-04-28 Local police districts honor heroes 
If you're wanted for murder, it's best not to draw any 

attention to yourself. That's the lesson Marvin McMillan 

learned the hard way in early February. 

 McMillan, who is now at the Curran-Fromhold 

Correctional Facility on State Road, was wanted in connection 

with a 2008 homicide when he was spotted by Officers Kiwinzi 

Crawford and Daniel Loesch late on Feb. 4. 

The officers noticed McMillan pacing back and forth and 

looking into an unoccupied vehicle at Castor Avenue and 

Benner Street at about 10:15 p.m., said Mark Mroz, the 2nd 

Police District's community relations officer. Because there 

have been a lot of thefts from autos in the area, the two officers 

stopped McMillan to check his identification. 

After he handed his ID to the officers, the man fled west 

through a driveway. Loesch and Crawford quickly chased and 

caught McMillan, Mroz said. The officers then checked to see 

if there were any warrants for McMillan and found that he was 

wanted for a December 2008 homicide in East Germantown. 

 After taking McMillan into custody, the lawmen found he 

had hidden on his person what appeared to be marijuana and 

some white pills believed to be Percocets. Testing later showed 

the substances were, indeed, those drugs, Mroz said. 

 Crawford and Loesch were newly assigned to patrols in the 

2nd, said the district's commander, Capt. Michael McCarrick, 

and were working one of the busiest areas for violent crime. 

Their efforts of Feb. 4, the captain said, "took a murderer off 

the streets." 

 That arrest also earned the two officers honors as the 2nd 

Police District Advisory Council's Officers of the Month for 

February during the PDAC's April 13 meeting at the 

Philadelphia Protestant Home on Tabor Avenue. 
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 McMillan, who is known by several aliases including 

Khalee Jordan and Marvin Jordan, was charged with murder, 

aggravated assault, possession of the instrument of a crime and 

drug offenses. He is scheduled for a preliminary hearing on 

June 8. 

 Besides laurels for Loesch and Crawford, the PDAC's 

members discussed plans for an Officer Appreciation Day in 

May and the annual Community Day in June. 

 Members also observed a moment of silence in honor of 

past chairwoman Shirley Cherney, who died March 20. 

 Kenneth Hyers, PDAC co-chairman, reported that 

everything seems to be proceeding apace in getting things 

ready for this year's Community Day on Saturday, June 5. 

"So far, we're in good shape," Hyers said. 

 Community Day will kick off at noon with the Northeast 

High School marching band after the PDAC's annual 

neighborhood bike ride concludes at the parking lot of the 

Target store at 7400 Bustleton Ave. There will be free child 

fingerprinting, bike registrations, Vehicle Identification 

Number etching, free document shredding, information tables 

and fun for children, including a visit by the Police 

Department's K-9 unit. This year's event is the sixth. 

 The annual Community Bike Ride begins at 8:30 a.m. The 

approximately 10-mile route will pass the majority of schools 

in the 2nd district. 

 The annual event, which previously was run at the 

Roosevelt Mall, is a joint production of the 2nd Police District, 

the PDAC and Town Watch Integrated Services and is 

sponsored by state Sen. Christine Tartaglione. Anyone with 

questions should e-mail them to Hyers at 

lctownwatch@comcast.net 

 The PDAC, which in the past had thrown a holiday dinner 

for district officers, decided to put together an Officers 

Appreciation Barbecue to kick off National Police week on 

Saturday, May 8, in the parking lot of the police headquarters 

at Harbison Avenue and Levick Street that is shared by the 2nd 

and 15th districts and Northeast Detectives. 

 Larry Genetti, PDAC treasurer, said both Community Day 

and Officers Appreciation Day are in need of community 

support. 

 Donations may be sent to the 2nd PDAC, c/o Larry 

Genetti, treasurer, 2831 Levick St., Philadelphia, PA 19149-

2116. Any questions should be sent to Genetti at 

lynngenetti@msn.com 

7th district: 
By William Kenny, Times Staff Writer 

 If you've ever been stuck in traffic on a local highway 

behind a presidential motorcade, Philadelphia police Capt. Joe 

Zaffino has a bit of advice for you. 

 Blame police Lt. Jim Dambach. 

Zaffino, commander of the 7th district, issued his words of 

wisdom at the 7th Police District Advisory Council's April 

meeting as a bit of good-natured humor. But they really aren't 

that far from the truth. 

 Dambach is commander of the dignitary protection detail 

of the police department's homeland security unit. As such, he 

is ultimately responsible for the safe passage of most major 

VIPs during their visits to the city. 

 Philadelphia, as the largest city in a political battleground 

state, has had plenty of big-name visitors in recent years. Those 

high-profile figures seem to value security more than ever in 

light of terrorism and other safety threats. 

 The special handling isn't limited to high-ranking political 

figures and their families. Foreign heads of state get similar 

protection, as might religious figures, business leaders or 

iconic cultural figures. 

"In today's world, people are afraid of the consequences of 

being known throughout a city," Dambach said. 

 When Dambach first got involved in dignitary protection 

in the mid-1980s, there were just two officers assigned to the 

job full time. Now, levels of protection vary depending on the 

notoriety of a figure and the perceived threat level against him 

or her. Recent documented threats against a person will prompt 

stronger security. 

 Individual security details can range from a few police 

officers to dozens. Police often work in conjunction with the 

Secret Service and other agencies. 

 Their responsibilities go beyond piloting escort vehicles 

and keeping an eye out for imminent threats. 

 "There are a lot of things going on behind the scenes. We 

don't just show up and guard people," Dambach said. "There's 

a lot of advance planning." 

 The strength of Dambach's officers is that they know the 

territory, whereas a dignitary's personal security force probably 

doesn't have local knowledge. Together, they plan routes of 

travel and develop security strategies for any locations where 

the dignitary will stop during his trip. 

And while local dignitaries, such as senators and members 

of Congress, don't usually command police protection when in 

town, the dignitary protection unit will investigate any threats 

made against them - idle or otherwise. 

"Often, it's just a matter of going out and talking to the 

person" to resolve the threat, Dambach said. 

The 7th PDAC recognized Robert Bonino and Richard 

Johnston as Officers of the Month for March for capturing an 

auto theft suspect and, in a separate incident, a burglary 

suspect. 

 The first arrest occurred on March 5 at about 11 a.m. The 

officers spotted a 2003 Chevrolet Malibu near Bustleton 

Avenue and Bergen Street. The car matched the description of 

one that had been reported stolen earlier that day. 

 When the officers stopped the car on the 8400 block of 

Castor Ave., the driver fled on foot. The officers caught and 

tackled the suspect, who was charged with auto theft and 

resisting arrest. 

 On March 20, Bonino and Johnston were on patrol when a 

burglary was reported on the 1900 block of Nester St. Several 

burglaries had occurred in the area, including one in which a 

security camera filmed the offender. 

The officers arrived at the scene moments later, spotted the 

suspect and arrested him. The suspect was charged with 

multiple burglaries. 
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Zaffino announced that the district will sponsor the 

installation of a hero plaque in honor of Officer William 

Lackman on the 9100 block of Verree Road. The plaque 

ceremony will be on Wednesday, June 23, at 11 a.m. 

 The plaque will cost $2,000. Mike Myers, chairman of the 

7th PDAC, said that his organization will match any public 

contributions toward the purchase of the plaque. 

 Donations may be sent to the 7th PDAC Lackman 

Memorial, c/o 7th Police District, 9845 Bustleton Ave., 

Philadelphia, PA 19116-2316. 

 Any donations received in excess of $2,000 will be 

returned to the senders. 

 Lackman was shot and killed on Oct. 17, 1968, while 

investigating the burglary of a home on Verree Road. Other 

officers shot and killed the prime suspect at the scene. The 

suspect's three accomplices were captured later, tried and 

convicted of third-degree murder. They are serving life 

sentences in prison. 

Myers encouraged Facebook users to visit the 7th PDAC's 

profile and to link to the page for real-time updates about 

upcoming public meetings and events. 

 Also, Internet users may visit the Web page 

www.7thpdac.com for information about the PDAC and the 

7th district. 

8th district: 
Philadelphia Police Officers Michael Gereaghty and 

Michael Mazzoni were recognized as Officers of the Month for 

February during the 8th Police District Advisory Council 

meeting on April 7. 

While working on a plainclothes assignment, partners 

Gereaghty and Mazzoni arrested suspects in a drug dealing 

case, an auto theft case, a robbery case and an aggravated 

assault case. 

On Feb. 4 shortly before 8 p.m., they spotted a suspected 

street-level drug transaction in the parking lot of Wendy's, at 

333 Franklin Mills Circle. As one man fled the scene on foot, 

the officers chased him down and arrested him for drug 

possession with intent to deliver. 

On Feb. 9 at about 7:15 p.m., a man met the officers on the 

8600 block of Frankford Ave. and reported that a woman had 

broken into his truck parked nearby. The officers spotted the 

woman inside the truck and arrested her for theft from a motor 

vehicle. 

 On Feb. 24, the officers went to the 1200 block of Franklin 

Mills Circle in response to a 911 call of a robbery in progress. 

They spotted a man fitting the description of the suspect 

standing at a bus stop. The officers detained the man until the 

victim arrived and identified him as the robber. The officers 

allegedly recovered the victim's stolen iPod from the suspect. 

On Feb. 26, the officers came upon a large crowd at an 

Exxon station adjacent to Franklin Mills mall. One bystander 

approached the officers and reported that a man had held a 

knife to his throat and threatened him. The officers saw the 

suspect in the crowd and arrested him. They found the knife on 

the ground next to the suspect. 

15th district: 
 By Diane Prokop, Times Staff Writer 

 The 15th Police District Advisory Council recently 

recognized police officers Andre Hudgens and Ashley Johnson 

as the February Officers of the Month. Johnson was not in 

attendance at the meeting to receive the award. 

 The two are considered high-activity officers who work in 

Police Service Area 3, covering the area from Unruh Avenue to 

Rhawn Street and Roosevelt Boulevard to the Delaware River. 

Their February activity included 11 arrests, 23 car stops and 15 

pedestrian stops. 

 At about 6:50 a.m. on Feb. 13, the officers responded to a 

burglary alarm at Walgreens, at 7001 Frankford Ave. Even 

though they were due to report off, the officers responded and 

arrested a suspect as he was attempting to flee. The officers 

allegedly recovered $50,000 worth of various narcotics from 

the suspect after a short foot pursuit in a rear alley. 

 Capt. Frank Bachmayer, commander of the 15th Police 

District, updated PDAC members on crime statistics. 

Gunpoint robberies are down 39 percent year-to-date, and 

strong-arm robberies are down 18 percent. 

 "There are sixty robberies less than this time last year," 

Bachmayer said. 

 When compared to this time last year, officers also have 

seized 44 more guns and made 11 more arrests resulting from 

violations of the Uniform Firearms Act. 

 The captain alerted members to a rash of copper rainspout 

thefts in Mayfair - 28 of them between March 23 and 28 near 

Cottman and Brous avenues. 

The morning after the PDAC meeting, police made an 

arrest at 5:26 a.m. and charged a 38-year-old resident of the 

1500 block of Womrath St. with 17 thefts of drain pipes. 

In other business: 

 ¥ PDAC president Mike Thaete said the organization is 

looking to coordinate a May 15 Community Day event with 

Frankford Avenue businesses and the Mayfair Civic 

Association. 

¥ Assistant District Attorney Andrew "Buzz" Carobus, of 

the district attorney's Nuisance Task Force, announced that his 

office filed eight forfeiture petitions against property owners in 

the 15th Police District and sealed Kristy's Diner at 5802 

Torresdale Ave. because of drug activity. 

http://www.philly.com/community/pa/philadelphia/netimes/

92330619.html 

 
10-04-28 Coshocton man released from N.C. jail 
COSHOCTON -- Bruce Adams spoke with Joseph Sean 

McVey last week at a local gun store where he confronted the 

young man about his childish behavior. 

Adams thinks McVey has shown a pattern of bad judgment. 

And that judgment may have led to McVey's arrest Sunday 

when he had a handgun at his side while outside an Asheville, 

N.C., airport where Air Force One was departing with 

President Barack Obama. 

McVey was released Tuesday on a $100,000 secured bond 

from the Buncombe County, N.C., jail on a misdemeanor 

charge of going armed to the terror of the public. According to 

a firearms law manual from the North Carolina Attorney 
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General's Office, the charge means carrying a gun, "for the 

purpose of terrifying others." 

Both Adams and McVey are members of the Coshocton 

County Amateur Radio Association, which led to their 

confrontation regarding McVey's use of on-air conversations. 

"I talked to him about stirring things up ...," Adams said. 

 Adams, who has a been involved in amateur radio since he 

was 13 years old and locally since 1991, said McVey was 

trying to make a point about a local repeater and went on the 

air to correct the problem. 

 "You don't do that. You go to a meeting or use the 

telephone," Adams said. "A lot of people listen to these 

repeaters and that drove me nuts. That's not the place for these 

arguments." 

 Amateur radio operators use repeaters to broadcast their 

signals, and it allows them to boost their coverage area. 

 "I think he's one of those guys that needs to be seen and be 

heard," he said. "He's going to learn the hard way. He's in a 

real bind this time." 

 Adams said an incident occurred in 2008 with McVey 

when the Great Ohio Bicycle Adventure made a stop in 

Coshocton. McVey was working a post for the CCARA. 

Adams said he was responsible for checking in on all the posts. 

After checking in several times with no response from McVey, 

Adams sent someone to check on him and McVey was gone. 

When Adams finally caught up with McVey he asked why 

he left his post. He told Adams he was also working for 

Coshocton County Radio Emergency Association 

Communication Teams at the same time and they had released 

him from that area. 

 "REACT was not even involved in" the work we were 

doing, Adams said. "Those are the kind of judgment things 

that drive me nuts." 

 "He's a young kid. He wants to be involved in many 

things," Adams said, calling McVey a "Johnny on the Spot" 

when it comes to hearing activity happening on the scanner. 

McVey has been involved in the local amateur radio club 

for two years. He is not, however, a member of the club's 

Amateur Radio Emergency Services group which provides 

emergency communication during a major catastrophe. 

At the airport on Sunday, McVey told police he was parked 

near a gate at the end of the terminal that led to the runway as 

Air Force One was taxiing because he wanted to see the 

president. 

 Police started questioning him after noticing the car's Ohio 

license plate and equipment, including a digital dashboard 

camera and multiple antennas. He got out of the car talking on 

a handheld radio linked to a remote earpiece and wearing a 

sidearm. 

Police said Monday McVey's Springfield XD 40 handgun 

was loaded. Searching the car, they also found a siren, strobe 

lights and notes containing radio frequencies and rifle scope 

formulas. 

Taken individually, none of the things McVey did was 

against the law, including carrying the gun, Airport Police 

Chief Jeff Augram said. It was the combination of McVey's 

behavior and the things he had that drew the charge, Augram 

said. 

McVey had obtained an Ohio concealed-carry permit last 

month; however, Coshocton County Sheriff Tim Rogers 

revoked his privileges Monday because of his incarceration. 

http://www.newarkadvocate.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID

=20104280323 

 

10-04-26 Lincoln man shot dead at his bachelor party in 
Glassport 

A Lincoln man celebrating at his bachelor party was shot 

and killed early Sunday, less than a week before his wedding 

day. 

James Hoover, 36, was pronounced dead shortly after 3 

a.m. outside the Sons of Italy social club in Glassport, 

Allegheny County Police said. 

 His brother Joseph Hoover was shot and was taken to an 

undisclosed hospital. 

County police arrested Garrett Raymond Sainiak, 27, 

originally of Glassport, in connection with the shootings. 

Sainiak has a criminal history, including charges for assault, 

firearms violations and burglary, according to court records. 

He was being held without bail in the county jail on charges of 

homicide and aggravated assault, police said. 

James Hoover was to get married next weekend to his 

girlfriend of 11 years, Angela Mingo, 34, of Lincoln. The 

couple had two children together, a son, 10, and daughter, 7. 

Hoover had custody of two other sons, ages 13 and 16, from a 

previous marriage. 

Mingo said her fiance was hardworking and always put his 

family first. 

"He was a wonderful man," she said. "He went out of his 

way to make his kids happy." 

Hoover's mother, Blanche Hoover of Port Vue, said her son 

never missed a game at which his daughter was cheerleading 

and he attended all of his older sons' Tae Kwon Do matches. 

"His dreams were to see his kids go to college and have a 

future," she said. "He just loved life and he lived for his kids." 

County police said Hoover was shot after an argument 

outside the club. Glassport Police were driving by when they 

saw several men arguing, county police said. As police 

approached, two people fled. Sainiak was apprehended 

immediately, county police said. The other man who fled was 

found but had not been charged, police said. 

 Police said the bachelor party involved at least five people, 

but Sainiak and his companion were not among them. The 

argument started when Sainiak and the other man said 

something to Hoover and his friends as those with the bachelor 

party were headed out the door, police said.  

 Blanche Hoover said her son was "even-tempered" and it 

wasn't like him to get into trouble. 

 "He was a hard worker, he owned two homes and he never 

did anything like (what happened)," she said. "He would have 

done anything for anybody. You could always depend on him." 

 Hoover, a graduate of South Allegheny High School, 

worked at Tech Met in Glassport, a chemical milling company, 

for nearly 15 years, she said. He loved to hunt and fish. 
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 "They were just finishing up the finishing touches for my 

wedding, and now I'm planning a funeral," Mingo said. 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/pittsburg

h/s_678158.html 

 

10-04-26 Chicago Lawmakers: Call In the National 
Guard 

 CHICAGO -- Two lawmakers who believe violence has 

become so rampant in Chicago that the Illinois National Guard 

must be called in to help made a public plea to Gov. Pat Quinn 

on Sunday to deploy troops. 

 A recent surge in violent crime, including a night last 

week that saw seven people killed and 18 wounded -- mostly by 

gunfire -- prompted the request from Chicago Democratic 

Reps. John Fritchey and LaShawn Ford. They were joined by 

Willie Williams, whose son was shot and killed in 2006. 

 Chicago has had 113 homicide victims so far this year, 

Fritchey said. 

 "As we speak, National Guard members are working side-

by-side with our troops to fight a war halfway around the 

world," he said during a news conference in downtown 

Chicago. "The unfortunate reality is that we have another war 

that is just as deadly that is taking place right in our backyard." 

 Fritchey said later that the proposal wasn't a "no 

confidence" vote toward police. 

"I think the police have done a commendable job in 

fighting this surge in violence, but I also think they could use 

some well-trained help," he said. "The reality is that (police) 

department resources are stretched thin." 

A message left for Quinn wasn't returned Sunday. 

Chicago Police Supt. Jody Weis said he didn't think the 

National Guard was the best answer, noting that police focus 

on civilian law enforcement. 

 "I appreciate their frustration and their willingness to 

help," he said after Fritchey and Ford's news conference. "But I 

am simply not sure the National Guard is the answer to our 

problems -- at least in terms of mass deployment. I'm frankly 

not sure what their mission would be." 

Weis said most of the violent crime has been focused in 

areas that represent only 9 percent of the city. Last week, he 

said the department was improving its gang intelligence, 

developing new computer programs and creating a mobile 

strike force of about 100 officers to try to quell the violence, 

which has been largely confined to the city's south and west 

sides. 

 Fritchey said guard members have been trained in civil law 

enforcement as part of their nation-building assignments in 

Iraq and Afghanistan. 

 Deploying the guard also would make economic sense, 

considering the near-crisis in state finances, he said. 

"We don't have the dollars to hire additional officers, but in 

the National Guard we have men and women on hand who are 

trained to deal with these situations," he said. 

Weis questioned how much training military personnel get 

in civilian law enforcement. 

"I spent six years in the Army, and I never got any course 

on how or why to obtain a search warrant," Weis said. "That 

simply isn't part of the military mission, but it's something our 

officers have to deal with every day." 

 But he said he could he see a possible limited role for the 

National Guard in specialized fields, such as intelligence 

analysis and helicopter support. 

In July 2008, after a similar surge in street crime, then-

Gov. Rod Blagojevich suggested using the National Guard, but 

quickly backtracked, suggesting instead that bringing in 

Illinois State Police could help the Chicago's officers. Mayor 

Richard M. Daley and other city officials rejected the idea as 

poorly conceived, particularly in light of the state's fiscal 

difficulties. 

http://www.foxnews.com/us/2010/04/26/lawmakers-military-

quell-chicago-violence/?test=latestnews 

 

10-04-25 Armed Man Arrested at Airport as Obama 
Departs 

 An Ohio man has been charged after authorities spotted 

him with a gun in a North Carolina airport parking lot as Air 

Force One was departing Sunday afternoon. 

ASHEVILLE, N.C. -- An armed man spotted at a North 

Carolina airport parking lot just after Air Force One departed 

Sunday told an officer he wanted to see the president and had a 

car equipped with police gear, including a siren and flashing 

lights, authorities said. 

 Joseph Sean McVey, 23, of Coshocton, Ohio, is charged 

with going armed in terror of the public, a misdemeanor, said 

Asheville Regional Airport Police Capt. Kevan Smith. 

 Security was heightened at the airport because President 

Barack Obama was leaving after spending the weekend 

vacationing in Asheville. He was headed to a memorial service 

for 29 West Virginia coal miners killed in an explosion. 

 At about 2 p.m., airport police saw McVey get out of a 

maroon car with Ohio plates and that he had a sidearm, Smith 

said. Both airport police and the Secret Service questioned him 

and he was taken into custody. The suspect was nowhere near 

the president's plane, which had just departed, and was in a 

rental car return lot that is open to the public, Smith said. 

His car was equipped with clear LED law enforcement-style 

strobe lights in the front and rear dash, Smith said. The car 

also had a mounted digital camera in the front window, four 

large antennas on the trunk lid, and under the steering wheel 

was a working siren box. Smith said McVey was not in law 

enforcement. 

When McVey got out of the car, he was listening to a 

handheld scanner and radio that had a remote earpiece, Smith 

said. Police said he was monitoring local agencies and had 

formulas for rifle scopes on a note in his cup holder. Police did 

not immediately elaborate on what the formulas might mean 

and Smith was not available to comment late Sunday. 

McVey gave authorities an Ohio driver's license, but a 

computer check failed to show the number was valid, police 

said. His hometown of Coshocton is about halfway between 

Pittsburgh and Columbus, Ohio. 

 When Officer Kaleb Rice asked him what he was doing, 

McVey told him he heard the president was in town and 

wanted to see him. 
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 Rice removed the firearm and took McVey into custody. 

He was being held at the Buncombe County jail on $100,000 

bond. 

The investigation into what McVey was doing with a gun, 

with formulas for rifle scopes and why his car was equipped 

with police gear was continuing, Smith said. The Secret 

Service had no comment on the arrest, deferring to airport 

police. 

 A jail officer said it didn't appear McVey had an attorney. 

http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2010/04/25/armed-man-

arrested-airport-obama-departs/ 

 

10-04-24 Virginia to Teach Gun Safety in Elementary 
Schools 

A new law will require Virginia's education department to 

come up with a gun-safety curriculum for public elementary 

schools that incorporates guidelines from the NRA. 

 Schoolchildren in Virginia who aren't old enough to pack 

their lunches yet will soon start learning about packing heat. 

Move over, Crime Dog McGruff. There's a new mascot on 

the playground and he's got the backing of the powerful 

National Rifle Association. 

The NRA's Eddie Eagle will soon be offering his brand of 

gun-safety lessons to the state's schoolchildren. 

A new law will require Virginia's education department to 

come up with a gun-safety curriculum for public elementary 

schools that incorporates guidelines from the NRA. 

 The law allows local school divisions to offer gun-safety 

education to pupils in kindergarten through fifth grade. While 

each school board can decide whether to offer it, those that do 

must use the state curriculum -- which will include rules used 

by the NRA's Eddie Eagle GunSafe Program. 

 Some parents are up in arms over the new law. 

"I personally don't think firearm safety has a place in the 

schools," Lori Haas, spokeswoman for the Virginia Center for 

Public Safety, told FoxNews.com. "That's up to the parents to 

teach that at home." 

 Haas, whose daughter is a survivor of the Virginia Tech 

massacre in 2007, said her group is outraged that state 

lawmakers are placing "a burden" on the state school 

board that it didn't ask for. 

 "For the general assembly and governor to dictate to the 

board of education in writing curriculum is not their area," she 

said, calling the law a "freebie to a special interest group." 

Legislation passed in March by the General Assembly had 

included an amendment that allowed the curriculum to include 

materials from the National Crime Prevention Center. But 

Gov. Bob McDonnell proposed removing the amendment 

because there is no such group, and the legislature on 

Wednesday approved his change. 

 The legislation meant to refer to the National Crime 

Prevention Council, home of McGruff the Crime Dog. But 

McDonnell spokeswoman Stacey Johnson said that rather than 

fixing the name, the governor deleted it because the council 

doesn't have a current stand-alone gun-safety program. 

NRA's Eddie Eagle website says that the program's goal 

"isn't to teach whether guns are good or bad, but rather to 

promote the protection and safety of children." 

 The Eddie Eagle mascot advises children: "If you see a 

gun: STOP! Don't Touch. Leave the Area. Tell an Adult." 

 Eddie Eagle does not promote firearm ownership or use 

and firearms are never used in the program, the website says. 

"Like swimming pools, electrical outlets, matchbooks and 

household poison, they're treated simply as a factof everyday 

life," the website says. "With firearms found in about half of all 

American households, it's a stance that makes sense."  

http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2010/04/24/virginia-

teach-gun-safety-elementary-students/ 

 

10-04-23Appleseed Project teaches marksmanship and 
history, hopes to improve the country 

BUCKINGHAM COUNTY, VA. -- He emerges from the 

woods, a vision in wool. Hiswalking stick leads and his black 

boots follow. Underneath a tricorn hat, his white hair flows 

into a powder bag and rests on the shoulders of his frock coat. 

His waistcoat is navy, his britches yellow, his nose Roman, his 

bearing presidential. From their sagging camp chairs next to 

scuffed coolers -- somewhere off Route 610, down a dirt road 

that coils into the sticks, past the sign that reads "END STATE 

MAINTENANCE" -- his constituents watch him approach. 

Here, on a hot stretch of acreage converted into a 500-yard 

firing range, the father of our country meets his flock.  

 A hawk tilts on a thermal overhead. The people drink 

grape juice and eat granola bars as George Washington orates. 

He recalls mustering a militia for the struggle against England. 

A disarmed people is a helpless people, he says. He extols the 

vast natural resources of the American land, the courage of its 

citizens and the liberties for which his countrymen started 

fighting at Lexington and Concord 235 years ago.  

"If you cannot make from all this a great and happy and 

prosperous nation," Washington intones, sweeping his arm 

past the trees, the grass, the sky and the shooting targets staple-

gunned to plywood, "you only have yourselves to blame."  

* * *  

Sometimes it's useful to forget about polls, rallies and cable 

news and just drive -- past the Beltway, past the suburbs, the 

exurbs, the rururbs, until traffic evaporates, until that nag on 

the GPS goes quiet. Drive until you idle onto a private shooting 

range in the dead center of Virginia, in a nest of back roads 

lined with historical markers for things that are no longer 

there. Drive and listen. Listen for what's at stake, for why 

people think the republic has gone astray, for how daylong 

stretches of shooting guns are a step on the path to national 

redemption.  

 It's 10 a.m. Saturday. The people are here, on their bellies 

on the ground, and the shell casings are flying. Bullets snip 

through plywood and disappear into a loamy berm. A breeze 

carries the stink of scorched lead and copper toward a 

fluttering clothesline of colorful revolutionary flags.  

 The youngest shooters are 10-year-old twins with shaggy 

black hair and the oldest is a 71-year-old with a gold earring. 

There are two doctors, retirees with bad backs and teenagers 
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with acne, lone wolves in denim and wives in mom jeans, three 

friendly guys from the Virginia Citizen Militia, active and 

former military men, lifelong shooters and recent converts, all 

white and conservative but diverse in skill and class. They have 

given up their weekend to become better shots and, therefore, 

they think, better Americans.  

 This is the Appleseed Project, an educational program 

started in 2006 by a man named Fred Dailey, who runs a 

military surplus store in Ramseur, N.C., and is treasurer of the 

Revolutionary War Veterans Association, a nonprofit dedicated 

to promoting the tradition of marksmanship via the country's 

origin story. Appleseed is "a solution for the American crisis," 

"a plan to save America." Its Web site is introspective, worried, 

resolute:  

What kind of people were we, on April 19th, 1775? What 

kind of people are we, today? Do we still care about that first 

day? . . . Most Americans don't, and that may be why this 

country, without its anchor to the founders, has lost its way, 

and is now adrift, in danger of grounding against the rocks. . . . 

And who's gonna stop the drift?  

 The answer, apparently, is the several dozen folks in this 

field, plus the hundreds at the 99 other Appleseed shoots held 

across the country last weekend. There were 17 shoots in 2006, 

48 in 2007, 150 in 2008 and 450 last year, according to 

organizers. More than 50 shoots are planned for next month, 

from Racine, Wis., to Fresno, Calif., to Biloxi, Miss., to 

Proctor, Vt. The goal is to grow until the whole country a) 

remembers where it came from, and b) is qualified to safely 

handle a rifle and shoot a human-head-sized target at 500 

yards.  

 A freckled tower of a man named Eddie Wood asks 

everyone to circle up as the sun burns away the morning cloud 

cover.  

"We'll learn how to shoot, we'll learn some history and 

we'll all go home uninjured," says Wood, a career firefighter 

and the state representative for Appleseed. In his big, soft 

Virginian voice, he reviews safety rules, says he expects to 

have a bunch of shooters attain a rifleman's score on an Army 

qualifying test tomorrow, and he hints at a special guest who 

will arrive at 2 p.m.  

 He points me out, so everyone knows there is a reporter 

present from the mainstream media, and emphasizes that the 

project is apolitical, that personal ideology has nothing to do 

with history or marksmanship. He finishes his remarks by 

mentioning a raffle. Prizes include a shooting jacket and a copy 

of "Glenn Beck's Common Sense: The Case Against an Out-of-

Control Government, Inspired by Thomas Paine."  

* * *  

 We shoot on our bellies, then our butts. Hot shell casings 

singe necks, waists, ankles. We learn how to use a rifle sling. 

We learn to trust our "natural point of aim." We learn about 

minutes and clicks and how to align our scopes, all under the 

cautious eyes of Wood and five other Appleseed instructors, 

who refer to a binder labeled "Turning America Back into a 

Nation of Riflemen."  

Aims improve. Each time the line walks to retrieve targets, 

the bullet-hole groupings are tighter and more centered. It's 

addictive, this collective pursuit of precision.  

Around 1 p.m. we break for lunch, which means a history 

lesson. A 33-year-old instructor named Matt Maynard relates 

the story of how the revolution began, using David Hackett 

Fischer's 1995 book "Paul Revere's Ride" as a guide and 

throwing in emotional flourish.  

 Minutemen Capt. Isaac Davis "gets his gun off the mantel, 

kisses his wife goodbye," Maynard says, then stops, his eyes 

watering. "It's very difficult for me because I don't have 

children, and I can't imagine doing that" -- he swallows his 

emotion -- "but he did."  

The instructors get into the gritty details of what it was like 

to live and fight during the revolution, how men and women 

banded together -- reliant on self yet devoted to their neighbor. 

The special guest, George Washington, arrives at 2, gives his 

speech, then takes questions. It's like Disneyland meets civics 

class.  

 Washington is Richmond resident Kevin Grantz, who runs 

Virginia Patriots, a historical interpreter troupe. He tailors his 

speech to his audience. If it's executives, he'll get into banking. 

If it's Appleseed, he'll touch on the Second Amendment. If he's 

stumping for a shopping mall, he'll herald the "revolutionary 

expansion" of a retail concourse. He'll give the same speech to 

another Appleseed shoot in Virginia Beach the next day.  

Just after 5 p.m., everyone is sore, dirty and sunburned 

from more than six hours of shooting. People pack up and head 

back to the main road. Wood and others drive to nearby New 

Canton and have dinner on the back deck of a restaurant.  

So from what exactly is Appleseed saving America?  

 "Apathy," Wood says. "We just want the citizens of our 

country to be involved so they have a say in what's going on."  

 On a TV over the cash register, former Arkansas governor 

and presidential candidate Mike Huckabee talks about 

motivating kids to learn about the Constitution, which he says 

is under attack. The guys at the table talk about guns: caliber, 

size, kick, feel. Wood's wife and 2-year-old daughter Reagan 

(named after Ronald) join the table. The James River, the first 

American river to be named by European settlers, is visible 

through a grove of trees, cascading as the light fades.  

* * *  

 A sliver of moon rises in the dusk. A whippoorwill sings. 

Shaun Klebold and his 16-year-old son, Collin, eat tacos by a 

campfire near the range. They drove from Winchester at 4:45 

a.m. for their first Appleseed shoot. This is all new to them, 

they say, having grown up in urban areas on the West Coast. 

They recently moved to Virginia, found Appleseed online and 

wound up here, in the middle of nowhere, to explore their 

heritage through the scope of a rifle.  

 "The nation was built by marksmen, and people had to 

shoot to live," says Shaun, a Navy veteran and pilot for a major 

airline. "Now we don't have to." They think something was lost 

because of that -- something that connects neighbor to 

neighbor, something that safeguards personal liberty.  

Carl McCadams, a clockmaker from Keysville, walks up to 

the campfire and sits down. He has done two Appleseed shoots 
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and recently became an instructor. He practices rifle 

positioning at home. Dry-firing at TV news is a good stress 

reliever, he says.  

"I have a saying," McCadams says. "We can pray, we can 

vote and we can shoot. And I don't know if voting works 

anymore. We elect people and they don't listen. And it's not a 

race thing. It's not a party thing."  

Only the whippoorwill responds, so McCadams 

monologues.  

 "The country I was born into doesn't exist anymore," he 

says. "People could walk around and they were much safer. 

People had morals and values. . . . If it wasn't for the skill of 

riflemen, we'd still be speaking the King's English. Appleseed 

just teaches us, and you take from it what you want. . . . What 

happens when Israel bombs Iran? Gas will be $50 a gallon. 

What's that gonna do? People will be breaking into your house. 

. . . I'm a clockmaker and I look at a clock and understand how 

it works. I want to know why all these welfare programs could 

work for us. . . . And then the governor gets hell for 

Confederate History Month. My daughter learns about Rosa 

Parks in February. They can be proud of their history. Let me 

be proud of mine."  

 Silence, then the whippoorwill.  

 "Whatcha all think about that health-care thing?" 

McCadams asks.  

Silence, then the whippoorwill.  

 "I don't like it at all," Shaun says.  

* * *  

A toe-tingling frost covers the ground at dawn Sunday. The 

cars start rolling in around 8. Richie and Stephanie Taylor plop 

camp chairs, a cooler and a toolbox of ammo at the left end of 

the shooting line. They're hooked on improving their shot, they 

say. Each round boosts confidence. The Taylors were lifelong 

Long Islanders who moved to Scottsville for open space and 

lower taxes. This is their second shoot. Richie now hands out 

Appleseed fliers at sporting shops and Wal-Marts to spread the 

word.  

"It's freedom, it's liberty, it's community-minded," says 

Richie, a retired auto mechanic, soaking up the friendly chatter 

as participants unpack their weapons.  

 But can't people be liberty-loving, community-minded 

individuals without owning a gun?  

 "How's things in D.C.?" asks Stephanie, who wears a flag 

brooch on her denim lapel and has recently been fascinated by 

the documentary "Food, Inc.," which exposes the ugliness of 

industrial food production. "You worried about anything?"  

 Within 1,500 feet of my house off U Street NW, total crime 

is down over the past year but armed robbery is up 40 percent. 

Two friends were mugged five blocks from my house this 

month. The Taylors smile sympathetically. A man in a cowboy 

hat overhears the conversation and jumps in.  

 "It's something we've lost," says Troy Hayes, 64, a 32-year 

veteran of the CIA who lives in Warrenton. "We're buffeted by 

Saran Wrap. We've lost our connection to nature."  

But why guns?  

"It's more than just guns," he says. "People have forgotten 

where our country came from, just like they've forgotten where 

their meat comes from. Shooting your own deer, feeling its 

warm blood -- it makes you reflect on where things come 

from."  

 By 9:30 a.m., we're firing round after round as yellow 

butterflies dance in the line of fire. Instructors shout advice in 

our ears. The crack of Ruger 10/22 long rifles and the boom of 

.30-caliber M1s echo against the trees.  

One thing clashes with the colonial-bucolic tableau. Just 

beyond the tree line, dozens of rusted barrels poke through 

brambly undergrowth. Someone asks instructor David 

"Woody" Woodring about it.  

"This was a petroleum disposal site in the '60s," says 

Woodring, a sawmill operator from Gold Hill. "You can't 

develop the land. You can't farm it. It's perfect for a range."  

* * *  

 Some people at Appleseed just like to shoot. It's fun. 

Simple as that.  

Some volunteer to explain why pulling a trigger makes 

them feel better. We're borrowing money from China and 

giving it to Haiti, they say. The health-care bill controls 

citizens who've worked to build their own lives, they say. The 

Second Amendment should probably be the First Amendment, 

they say, because if you can't defend yourself from tyranny, you 

can't open your mouth. Someone or something will be coming 

for us once "the bottom falls out" or the "poop hits the fan." 

Regardless of its form, the threat will be met by citizens who 

are confident in their firing skills, who are buoyed by collective 

memory of heritage, who know what we were and what we've 

become. You need only look down the barrel of a gun to see the 

difference, they say.  

Whatever's going on out here, it's a shadowy target, tough 

to draw a bead on.  

"Circle up," says Eddie Wood, easing into a closing speech. 

He congratulates those who attained "rifleman" status and 

reminds us that the colonists "were not fighting a war for 

themselves -- they were fighting a war for us. In their honor 

we'd like to ask you to pass the word around, to wake people 

up. I could care less how you vote. Just vote. I have my own 

opinions but I'm not gonna tell you what they are."  

 "And if you don't agree with him, you're wrong," 

somebody says, and everyone laughs, then packs up and drives 

off, past the rusted barrels, past the historical markers and over 

the James River, on their way to wake people up.  

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-

dyn/content/article/2010/04/22/AR2010042205535_pf.html 

 

10-04-22 Lawyer hints CIA approved Blackwater exec’s 
alleged gun crimes 

 A lawyer for the former Blackwater president who has 

been charged with gun crimes hinted at his client's defense 

Wednesday, telling a North Carolina court room that a US 

government agency approved of what the company was doing. 

Ken Bell -- attorney for Gary Jackson, who was arrested 

last week along with four other Blackwater staffers -- told the 

court that "all of this was with the knowledge of, the request of, 

for the convenience of, an agency of the US government," 

reports the News & Observer in North Carolina. 
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While Bell would not say which US government agency 

that may have been, the News & Observer article suggests that 

he was talking about the CIA. 

 "The company has close ties to the Central Intelligence 

Agency. The company has provided security to CIA stations 

and officers in Afghanistan and other countries, and several 

Blackwater officials were once high ranking CIA officials," the 

article states. 

Federal prosecutors indicted Jackson, who was president of 

Blackwater until last year, last week in a case that stemmed 

from a raid on Blackwater's North Carolina headquarters in 

2008, which turned up 22 automatic weapons, including 17 

Russian-made AK-47s. 

 "The 22-page indictment includes accusations of falsifying 

paperwork to give a firearms gift to the king of Jordan and 

using the Camden County Sheriff's Office, which had less than 

a dozen uniformed officers at the time, as a front to buy AK-

47s for Blackwater's training facility in Moyock," the News & 

Observer reports. 

 Prosecutors told the court in Wednesday's bail bond 

hearing that, as president, Jackson ran Blackwater with "sheer 

arrogance" and a "scofflaw attitude," the Associated Press 

reports. 

The News & Observer states that, if the agency involved is 

indeed the CIA, it may complicate the trial because of the 

presence of classified information. 

 Lawyers and court personnel need security clearances, and 

special evidence rooms are required. Special computers are 

needed to draft motions, according to Richard Myers, a UNC 

law professor who has worked with classified materials both as 

a prosecutor and as a defense attorney. 

"It certainly makes your prosecution more complex," Myers 

said. 

 Defendants often try to introduce classified material in an 

effort to make prosecution more difficult. 

 In February, the Senate Armed Services Committee found 

"reckless" use of weapons by Blackwater employees in 

Afghanistan, and found Blackwater staffers had removed 

weapons from US military facilities without proper 

authorization. 

In one instance, a Blackwater employee signed out military 

weapons under the name "Eric Cartman," a character in TV's 

South Park. http://rawstory.com/rs/2010/0422/lawyer-hints-cia-

approved-blackwater/ 

 

10-04-22 Irate cabby pulls gun on carload of undercover 
cops 

Cabbie held for pointing gun at cops 

 A taxi driver is accused of pulling a gun on a car full of 

undercover Scranton police officers in a fit of road rage 

Wednesday. 

 John Harrington, 31, of 543 Prescott Ave., was tracked 

down, arrested and charged with reckless endangerment, 

simple assault, terroristic threats and disorderly conduct, police 

said.  

He allegedly pointed a .22-caliber handgun at the officers 

as he passed them on South Washington Avenue. 

Mr. Harrington was driving fast and following closely 

behind the unmarked police car as it traveled down Broadway 

to return to police headquarters about 6:15 p.m., police said. 

After he tried to pass the car several times and the four 

plainsclothes officers inside told him to slow down, Mr. 

Harrington pulled the gun to show his displeasure, police said. 

The incident was called in, and a marked police cruiser 

stopped Mr. Harrington on the 1900 block of South Webster 

Avenue. Mr. Harrington, a driver for McCarthy Flowered 

Cabs, did have a concealed weapons permit from the 

Lackawanna County Sheriff's Office, police said 

http://thetimes-tribune.com/news/irate-cabby-pulls-gun-on-

carload-of-undercover-cops-1.739293 

 

10-04-22 Could A Loophole In Ohio Bring Guns Into 
PA? 

 When you walk into a gun store and want to buy a fire 

arm, the first step is passing a background check, that however 

isn't a step at all at Ohio gun shows, which allow you to buy a 

gun from a gun collector without any check at all. 

This is actual video of sale at one of those gun shows, you 

can hear the buyer telling the seller that he wouldn't pass a 

background check, the seller says neither would I. 

 This video is from an upcoming PSA that is sponsored by 

one hundred and eighty Pennsylvania Mayors, urging Senators 

Casey and Spector to close the loophole and end the sale. 

 The loophole works like this, usually you have to pass a 

background check to buy a gun, but if you buy one from a gun 

collector, not dealer, they aren't required to ask for a check, 

although most do anyway. 

The fear is that guns from these sales are being shipped 

across the border to our community right here. 

 Local gun owners agree that the loophole needs to be 

closed. 

http://yourerie.com/fulltext/?nxd_id=111335 

 

10-04-22 Man's best friend gets some justice 
Way too often, those found guilty of crimes against 

defenseless animals escape with only a slap on the wrist from 

our criminal justice system. That was not the case for a 

Chartiers Township man sentenced this week by Washington 

County Judge Paul Pozonsky.  

Two months ago, Daniel Habe was convicted of charges 

including criminal solicitation to commit cruelty to animals for 

his role in the shootings of three hunting dogs, one of which 

died. On Monday,Pozonsky sentenced him to serve at least 30 

days behind bars, followed by electronic monitoring. The 62-

year-old Habe also was ordered to pay thousands of dollars in 

restitution.  

 The incident last May began when three Walker 

coonhounds strayed onto Habe's property while tracking a 

raccoon. Although the owners of the dogs arrived quickly to 

retrieve the animals, and there was no imminent threat of harm 

to Habe's livestock, Habe reportedly instructed his brother, who 

has since died, to shoot the dogs.  

 That behavior was sickening and barbaric, and it deserved 

to be punished with more than a token fine. 
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 Certainly, property owners have their rights, including a 

right to protect their own animals and themselves from harm 

caused by dogs, especially the feral variety. That was not the 

case here.  

 Pozonsky noted that, in his opinion, Habe had never shown 

any remorse for the shootings of the dogs. Habe also rejected 

repeated offers of deals that would have spared him jail time in 

exchange for admitting guilt. Instead, he went to trial and 

continued to insist that he and his brother had a right to shoot 

the dogs. Now he's headed to jail, and as a result of a felony 

conviction - and as a bonus to society - he will no longer be 

legally permitted to possess a firearm.  

 Responsible hunters make every effort to keep their dogs in 

check, but hunting dogs, especially coonhounds, are trained to 

follow game animals wherever they may go. And raccoons and 

the hounds that track them have no concept of property lines.  

The unlucky dogs are the ones that run into people who 

dispatch cruelty, viciousness and reckless violence without 

apparent thought or care. 

http://www.observer-reporter.com/OR/Story/04-22-2010-

DOG-KILLER-EDITORIAL 

 

10-04-22 Illegal immigrant sentenced for possessing 
weapons 

 A man who bought military-style rifles at Kansas City area 

gun shows with the intent of having them shipped to Mexico 

was sentenced Thursday to federal prison. 

 Mynor Guerra, an illegal immigrant from Guatemala, was 

sentenced in U.S. District Court in Kansas City to four years 

and nine months in prison. 

 Guerra, 25, was arrested last July after federal agents 

observed him purchasing two AR-15 semi-automatic rifles at a 

gun show near Kansas City International Airport. 

 It is illegal for someone who is in the country illegally to 

possess a firearm. 

http://www.kansascity.com/2010/04/22/1896881/illegal-

immigrant-sentenced-for.html#ixzz0nAlWmWq1 

 

10-04-22 Federal Air Marshal Charged With Raping 
Woman in Airport Hotel 

A federal air marshal is being held in jail on $250,000 bail 

on a charge he raped an escort at gunpoint in a SeaTac hotel 

while wearing his badge. 

 According to documents charging Lecheton "Omar" 

Settles, 30, of Herndon, Va., with first-degree rape, he 

threatened to use his position as a law-enforcement officer and 

his government-issued firearm to commit the rape. 

 Police and prosecutors say that Settles, who was in town 

for official business, called an escort service on Friday from his 

room at the Marriott. 

 When a female escort arrived, Settles was dressed, court 

documents say. The woman agreed to dance in lingerie for 

$180, according to charging documents. 

 When she emerged from the bathroom, however, Settles 

was naked. He wore his badge around his neck and was 

holding a handgun, police and prosecutors said. 

 According to charging documents, Settles told the woman 

he was a U.S. marshal and that she had to do what he told her. 

Settles is not a member of the U.S. Marshals Service, the 

documents state, but is a federal air marshal employed by the 

Transportation Security Administration, which provides 

security for airports and airlines. 

 Court documents say that Settles placed the handgun on 

the bed while he raped the woman and then demanded that she 

return the money he'd already paid her. 

 Court documents say Settles also placed the woman in 

handcuffs and pretended to call his supervisor after the rape. 

 The woman called police at the urging of a friend, court 

documents say. 

 According to court documents, Settles first denied having 

sexual contact with the woman but changed his story after he 

was told that she had accurately described him. 

 Settles, who was a probationary employee of the TSA, has 

been terminated, according to TSA spokesman Dwayne Baird. 

He is scheduled to be arraigned on April 28. 

http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/localnews/20116631

60_airmarshal22m.html 

 

10-04-21 Police Discover Armed Camp in Woods of 
Upper Dublin; 3 in Custody 

Authorities in Montgomery County, Pa. are hoping to learn 

more about three people who are now in custody after police 

found an armed camp in the woods in Upper Dublin. 

 Police say it was a stray golf cart that led them to the 

encampment just off Twining Road. 

 Officials say that two men and a woman were living there 

for about three weeks, when police found a .22-caliber rifle, a 

homemade bomb, and other weapons. 

 At this point, Montgomery County district attorney Risa 

Ferman says, they’re not sure how the three are connected, but 

the cache of weapons that included the rifle, a pellet gun, and 

two machetes is troubling: 

 "There’s no indication we have that they were up to any 

sort of trouble right now.But certainly by virtue of what they 

had with them, they could have done a great deal of damage.” 

 The three are identified as Jonathan Mosko of Willow 

Grove, Pa.; Jason Ryan of Cranford, NJ; and Jocelyn Carothers 

of Warrington, Pa. 

 Mosko told police that he and Ryan cook meals, sleep, and 

engage in field maneuvers in the woods.He said they 

sometimes fired the rifle at passing trains. 

 Ryan told police he had been discharged from the military 

for health reasons. 

http://www.kyw1060.com/pages/6859392.php? 

 

10-04-20Police: Citizen shoots man attempting to hijack 
Metro bus after multiple wrecks 

HOUSTON – A wild crime spree ended in gunfire Tuesday 

when a citizen shot a suspect who was trying to hijack a Metro 

bus, Houston police said. 

According to HPD, it all began at about 5:30 p.m. when 

Henry Hankston III, 37, carjacked a person who was visiting 
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friends at a residence in the 5200 block of Fair Green in 

southeast Houston. 

 "Suspect had approached them, appeared to be under the 

influence of some kind of drugs, apparently came up and 

started assaulting the person and took his vehicle from him," 

said Sgt. Robert Torres, with HPD’s Homicide Division. 

He said Hankston did not have a weapon, but used objects 

that he had picked up on the street. 

"We were told that he was possibly on PCP, or his behavior 

was consistent with that of somebody who was on PCP—really 

hyper and extremely strong," Torres said. 

 Hankston fled northbound on Martin Luther King. About a 

block away from the carjacking, he struck the first vehicle and 

continued driving, Torres said. 

"When he got to the intersection, he hit three other vehicles 

until he got to the point where his vehicle was disabled, got out 

of that vehicle and ran up to a bus that was turning through the 

intersection," Torres said. 

Torres said the suspect entered the bus and began 

assaulting the driver, in an apparent attempt to hijack the bus, 

until the driver of a car idling behind the bus noticed what was 

happening. 

 "This person is a licensed concealed handgun carrier. He 

got out of the vehicle [and] went to the bus to try to intervene 

in the assault that was taking place," he said. "He did pull the 

suspect away from the driver and engaged in a physical 

confrontation with the suspect." 

As the two men struggled, the gun discharged and struck 

the suspect in the upper abdomen, Torres said. 

"He got up and went and sat in his own car which, by the 

way, was on fire, and waited there, shot, and he was still there 

when the police and paramedics got here," Torres said. 

Hankston was transported to Ben Taub Hospital, where he 

was in surgery Tuesday night. He was reported to be in stable 

condition. The bus driver was also hospitalized with injuries to 

his face and head. His injuries were not believed to be life-

threatening. 

Four of the drivers whose vehicles were struck were 

transported with none-life-threatening injuries. 

Police said Hankston faces several charges, including 

aggravated robbery, failure to stop and render aid and 

aggravated assault. http://www.khou.com/news/LIVE-VIDEO-

...-91655614.html 

"There may be a couple of others that may also be 

appropriate, but I imagine he’s going to get at least aggravated 

robbery and aggravated assault," Torres said. 

 

10-04-20 Man pleads guilty to federal gun charges 
 A former Washington man involved in a shooting outside 

one Canton Township bar almost two years ago and who was 

caught with a gun at another Canton bar two weeks later 

pleaded guilty to federal gun charges.  

Andre Vermar "Knight" Walker, 25, pleaded guilty 

Thursday before U.S. District Judge Nora Barry Fischer to one 

count of violating federal firearms laws.  

Walker was found inside Billy's Bar, 2398 Jefferson Ave., 

Canton, during a sweep by state and local police on Aug. 27, 

2008. Police found a loaded, .44-Magnum Smith & Wesson 

revolver inside the waistband of Walker's pants.  

 Walker initially was charged through Washington County 

courts. He reportedly told police that he had the gun during the 

Aug. 12, 2008, shooting outside Terry's Lounge, 108 W. Wylie 

Ave., Canton. Walker reportedly purchased the gun at the bar 

on the night of the shooting. 

 Frederick W. Markovitz, 27, of Washington is awaiting 

trial in connection with the shooting outside Terry's Lounge. 

He is charged with aggravated assault, reckless endangerment 

and person not to possess a firearm.  

Markovitz is accused of shooting Douglas Yandell Cochran 

and Marcus Lee Walker. Marcus and Andre Walker are 

cousins.  

 The shooting apparently stemmed from a fight among four 

women inside the bar. Andre Walker pulled the gun out of the 

waistband of his pants and fired a shot into the ceiling.  

 The people in the bar ran outside. Markovitz along with 

another man were firing shots. Andre Walker also was hit by a 

shot fired from another man.  

 Fischer scheduled sentencing for Aug. 13. Walker faces a 

sentence of up to 10 years in prison along with a fine.  

The federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 

Explosives along with state and Washington police and the 

Washington County District Attorney's office collaborated on 

the investigation.  

 The case was prosecuted under Project Safe 

Neighborhoods, an effort by federal, state and local police and 

prosecutors to prevent, deter and prosecute gun crime. 

http://www.observer-reporter.com/OR/Story/04-20-2010-

walker-plea 

 

10-04-19 Gun Advocates Open a New Front  
Saying NRA Isn't Imaginative, Splinter Groups Seek More 

Aggressive Tactics 

Some gun owners, saying that the National Rifle 

Association isn't battling hard enough for their rights, are 

taking the fight into their own hands. 

The 4.3 million-member NRA, one of the most powerful 

and well-funded lobbying groups in Washington, has for 35 

years dominated the push to expand gun rights.  

But its strategies aren't aggressive or imaginative enough 

for some gun owners who want to openly carry holstered 

pistols in public places, or to exploit loopholes in state gun 

laws to purchase semi-automatic rifles. 

A man carrying a rifle attends a gun-rights rally in 

Frankfort, Ky. last month. 

They are coming together in smaller, loosely organized 

groups that recruit on the Internet and find inspiration from the 

tea 

party 
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movement.  

On Monday, several thousand gun owners plan to mount 

two protests—a march in Washington and an "open-carry" 

rally in Mount Vernon, Va.  

"More and more the gun-rights movement is moving 

toward a stand-up-and-shout approach," said Jeff Knox, 

director of the Firearms Coalition, a for-profit, loose-knit 

coalition of activists. "There's a lot of general frustration with 

NRA not taking a hard enough line."  

 Data on how many owners are joining the splinter groups 

are scant, because many are newly organized, and tend to seek 

contributions over formal memberships. In addition, some gun 

owners join more than one group. Mr. Knox estimated that the 

splinter groups had one million to 1.5 million members or 

regular contributors. 

 The NRA is "no longer absolutely the 800-pound gorilla" 

in the pro-gun movement, said Gary Marbut, a life member of 

the NRA and president of the Montana Shooting Sports 

Association, an NRA affiliate. "The NRA is running the risk of 

becoming insignificant, of fading into the background." 

Supporters of the second amendment gathered in a rally in 

northern Virginia carrying assorted firearms. Video courtesy of 

Fox News. 

"You're really seeing a fragmentation of the gun-rights 

movement," said Joshua Horwitz, executive director of the 

Coalition to Stop Gun Violence, a gun-control advocacy group. 

"There are many different types of gun owners, and the NRA 

tries to be the home for all. But it's difficult." 

To be sure, the rise of the new groups hasn't hurt the NRA 

in terms of membership or revenue. Fueled by an increase in 

gun ownership, its membership is 25% to 30% above typical 

levels during the tenure of President George W. Bush. 

Altogether, an estimated 80 million people in the U.S. own 

guns. 

The NRA's political action committee has taken in $10.25 

million for the 2010 elections, and ranks sixth in terms of 

receipts among all federally registered PACs, according to data 

from the Center for Responsive Politics, which tracks Federal 

Election Commission disclosures. The NRA's total revenue, 

including member dues, investment income and contributions, 

rose to $307 million in 2009, from $268 million a year earlier. 

"The NRA approval ratings are the highest they have ever 

been," said NRA Executive Vice President Wayne LaPierre. 

Gun ownership "is a freedom the overwhelming majority of 

Americans support," he said. "There's different voices under 

that umbrella of freedom. And that's a good thing." 

The NRA has pushed its agenda mainly by building strong 

relationships with Republican candidates and a system, dating 

back to 1975, for grading lawmakers and candidates based on 

how often they side with the NRA's legislative priorities.  

These strategies helped lead to gun-rights victories such as 

the passage of laws last year to allow people to carry guns in 

national parks, and the so-called Amtrak bill, which will make 

it legal to travel with guns on trains, as checked baggage, by 

December.  

 "The NRA is a highly professional lobbying organization 

that's much less interested in spontaneous social expression 

than it is in lobbying in legislatures, and in endorsing certain 

litigation in the courts," said Stanford University law professor 

Robert Weisberg, an expert on gun law. 

 But Ben Cannon, 29, of Healdsburg, Calif., a founding 

member of the board of Calguns Inc., an Internet-based 

organization founded in 2002, said some younger gun owners 

felt that because the NRA must cater to all gun owners, it 

didn't embrace their own interests enough. 

Calguns aims to fashion itself as a hipper pro-gun group. It 

has two entities—a free Web forum with 40,000 registered 

members that makes revenue from advertising, and a two-year-

old nonprofit arm that raises money through donations. Most 

supporters are in their 20s and 30s, college-educated and urban 

dwelling.  

 Mr. Cannon claimed his group was responsible for 

advancing gun rights in California by discovering an obscure 

legal path to circumvent the state assault-weapons ban without 

breaking the law. The group noticed that AK-47, AR-15 and 

other styles of semi-automatic rifles would be legal to buy, 

build and own as long as they weren't models specifically listed 

as banned and didn't have a detachable ammunition magazine. 

He has posted online a letter from the state's firearms division 

confirming that certain purchases are legal. 

After using the Internet to share advice for purchasing 

altered rifles that comply with the law, Calguns is seeking to 

identify plaintiffs and lawyers willing to file lawsuits it believes 

will further gun rights in the state.  

Another alternative group gaining momentum with young 

gun owners is Opencarry.org, a six-year-old Internet-based 

organization with an estimated 22,000 registered users 

dedicated to openly carrying handguns in public in the 43 

states where doing so is legal.  

 The open-carry movement has succeeded in small yet 

visible ways. Businesses, including Starbucks Corp. coffee 

shops, have resisted pressure from gun-control advocates to 

ban the practice in their stores.  

The NRA hasn't endorsed the campaign, which it fears may 

divert attention from its goal of expanding rights to carry 

concealed weapons for self-defense, or trigger a backlash 

against guns. 

 “ I would feel much safer for myself and children if we 

walked to school while everyone waved guns instead of hands. 

” 

—Gregory Albares  

 The NRA isn't sponsoring, funding or providing NRA 

speakers for Monday's rallies. An NRA spokesman said the 

group had helped to spread word about the march in 

Washington. 

But Dudley Brown, executive director of the National 

Association for Gun Rights, an NRA competitor that has filed 

paperwork to form its own political action committee, said that 

wasn't enough, adding that the NRA had been too quick to 

compromise with gun-control advocates. 

He pointed to the association's endorsement of a law to 

check mental-health records in background checks for gun 

purchases following the killing of 32 people in 2007 by a 

suicidal gunman at Virginia Tech.  
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 "Philosophically, we all agree with the same idea of gun 

freedom," said Mr. Brown, 44. "The question is strategy." 

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB1000142405274870450890

4575192162324152350.html#articleTabs%3Darticle 

 

10-04-19 Modern Sporting Rifle Owners Are Most 
Active Shooters, Says NSSF/Responsive Management 
Survey 

Overall Target Shooting Participation Reaches New High -- 

34.4 Million 

 NEWTOWN, Conn. -- The first comprehensive survey to 

look at ownership and use of modern sporting rifles reveals 

that 8.9 million Americans went target shooting with AR-style 

rifles in 2009 and that participants using this type of rifle were 

the most 

active 

among 

all types 

of sport 

shooters. 

 

"These 

findings 

undersco

re that 

modern 

sporting 

rifles are 

becomin

g commonplace in America and are among the most desired 

firearms by sport shooters," said Steve Sanetti, president of the 

National Shooting Sports Foundation, trade association of the 

firearms industry. "Those who want to ban these civilian 

sporting rifles simply because they look like military rifles 

must acknowledge after seeing this study that AR-style rifles 

are exceedingly popular with millions of Americans. These 

rifles are our industry's high-tech, cutting-edge product -- 

rugged, accurate, versatile, fun to shoot and easily accessorized 

-- and they're here to stay."  

The study, "Shooting Sports Participation Survey in the 

United States in 2009," was conducted for NSSF by Responsive 

Management through a random digit dialing telephone survey 

of 8,204 U.S. residents ages 18 and older. (This is a separate 

survey from the NSSF/Harris Interactive online poll announced 

in a March 31 press release.) To avoid confusion, the term 

"modern sporting rifle" was further defined as an AR-style 

rifle. 

Mark Damian Duda, executive director of Responsive 

Management, explained the survey's methodology, saying 

"This was a highly scientific study with the sample 

meticulously developed on a state-by-state basis to construct 

the national number. Both landline and cell phones were 

utilized in the actual proportions they exist within the 

American population." 

 Duda said this type of telephone survey yields a 95 percent 

confidence level. The report's sampling error is plus or minus 

1.08 percentage points. 

New High for Overall Participation -- 34.4 Million 

Shooters 

 The statistics related to modern sporting rifles were part of 

a wide-ranging survey that revealed a new high-water mark for 

annual participation in formal and informal sport and target 

shooting. The study showed that 15 percent of the U.S. 

population, representing 34.4 million people nationwide, went 

target shooting in 2009. This number surpasses all other 

previous survey estimates of annual sport shooting 

participation. 

"Recreational shooting had a banner year in 2009," said 

Sanetti. "Firearms sales were way up, so it's really no surprise 

that more people are enjoying the shooting sports than ever 

before." 

Added Duda, "This study measured all shooting 

participation—from hunters sighting in, to friends going 

shooting with friends who own firearms, to women practicing 

their self-defense skills. This study measured the full range of 

shooting activities across America." 

Modern Sporting Rifle Shooters Most Active 

 Compared with sport shooters using other types of 

firearms, users of modern sporting rifles were most active 

nationally -- and also in every U.S. region identified in the 

study. 

The survey showed that an estimated 8,868,085 people shot 

a modern sporting rifle in 2009, doing so on 22.9 days. 

Regionally, those who lived in the South participated on 29.6 

days, followed by the West (21.1 days), Northeast (20 days) 

and Midwest (15.5 days). Though more people shot other types 

of rifles (24 million) and handguns (22 million) than modern 

sporting rifles, they ranked below modern sporting rifle 

shooters in activity, with rifle users participating on 17.3 days 

and handgun shooters 16.7 days. 

More people shot with modern sporting rifles, and more 

often, than with shotguns in the established sports of skeet, 

trap and sporting clays. The survey showed 7.6 million people 

went trap shooting on 14.8 days, 7 million went skeet shooting 

on 15.5 days and 8.4 million participated in sporting clays on 

13.7 days. 

The survey sought to define the demographic makeup of 

those who shoot with a modern sporting rifle, such as an AR-

15, but not a traditional sporting rifle, such as a bolt or lever 

action, revealing the following: 

 Most modern sporting rifle users reside in small cities or 

towns (25 percent) and non-farm rural areas (25 percent) 

compared with urban areas (19 percent), suburban areas (16 

percent) and farms/ranches (15 percent). 

 Modern sporting rifles appealed to younger shooters, with 

64 percent of users ranging in age from 18 to 44.  

 Modern sporting rifle users were 86 percent white, with 

Hispanic/Latinos the next largest ethnic group at 5 percent. 

Men represented 84 percent of modern sporting rifle 

shooters and women 16 percent. 

34 percent of modern sporting rifle shooters had some 

college education or a trade school degree, 29 percent a 

bachelor's degree and 27 percent a high school degree or 

equivalent. 
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"We hope this survey helps shed light on the often 

misunderstood modern sporting rifle and demonstrates the 

tremendous appeal they have with recreational shooters," said 

Jim Curcuruto, NSSF's director of industry research and 

analysis. "This survey provides a baseline to measure what will 

undoubtedly be an increase in participation with these rifles in 

the future. NSSF will continue to research this exciting 

segment of the firearms industry in an effort to develop a more 

in-depth understanding and identify trends for NSSF member 

companies to utilize." 

Ownership of modern sporting rifles has been a contentious 

issue in the United States. In 2004 Congress did not renew a 

federal law that prohibited the sale of semi-automatic rifles 

with certain cosmetic features such as the pistol grip and 

adjustable stock found on many models of modern sporting 

rifle. Various studies found insufficient evidence that the law 

had any effect on reducing violent crime. 

 Modern sporting rifles, built on the AR-15 platform, are 

often confused with military rifles such as the M-16 and M-4. 

While modern sporting rifles and military rifles look similar to 

each other, the modern sporting rifle functions as a semi-

automatic, firing one round with each pull of the trigger. Anti-

gun organizations that support banning these civilian sporting 

rifles deliberately mislabel them as "assault rifles" even though 

an actual assault rifle is fully automatic -- a light machine gun. 

Automatic firearms have been severely restricted from civilian 

ownership since 1934. The AR designation does not stand for 

"assault rifle" or "automatic rifle," but rather for ArmaLite, the 

company that developed the rifle in the 1950s. 

The National Shooting Sports Foundation last year 

launched a campaign -- "Evolution of the American Hunting 

Rifle" -- to correct confusion and misinformation about semi-

automatic modern sporting rifles among hunters. The latest 

component of the campaign -- an educational message aimed at 

recreational shooters -- will appear in recreational shooting 

magazines this year. 

http://www.nssf.org/NewsRoom/releases/show.cfm?PR=041

910.cfm&path=2010 

 

10-04-19 Activists Rally in Washington in Support of 
Gun Rights 

 Hundreds of activists rallied in Washington, D.C., in 

support of gun rights Monday, urging people to vote for 

candidates in the upcoming elections who will loosen firearm 

restrictions.  

 The rally in the nation's capital coincided with another 

rally in northern Virginia, where dozens of activists holstered 

handguns and slung unloaded rifles over their shoulders. The 

gun-toting protesters in Virginia were within the bounds of the 

law, and promised to keep the weapons unloaded.  

Those in Washington, D.C., though, chose not to carry any 

firearms in compliance with the District's strict gun laws, even 

though many believe the rules are unconstitutional. The 

Supreme Court overturned part of the District's gun policy in 

2008, when it struck down the city's handgun ban.  

 Among the activists in Washington Monday was James 

Everett, 71, a gun owner from Battle Creek, Mich., who said 

he came to the rally on a bus with nearly 40 others.  

 He echoed the speakers' message, saying he wants 

lawmakers to stop infringing on his right to bear arms. 

Signs reading "Which part of 'shall not be infringed' 

confuses you?" and bright orange stickers saying "Guns save 

lives" dotted the crowd at the Washington Monument.  

Across the Potomac River in Alexandria, former Alabama 

Minutemen leader Mike Vanderboegh told the crowd armed 

confrontation should be reserved only for instances of the 

government threatening people's lives.  

 However, he said it might be justified if people face arrest 

for refusing to buy insurance under the health care reform 

package recently passed by Congress.  

 "If I know I'm not going to get a fair trial in federal court 

... I at least have the right to an unfair gunfight," Vanderboegh 

said.  

As the group made its way from a staging area to Gravelly 

Point Park, gun control advocate Martina Leinz dismissed 

Vanderboegh as a bully.  

"If they wanted to have dialogue, they don't need to bring a 

big weapon with them," she said of the protesters.  

 Organizers said it's the first armed rally in a national park 

since a law passed allowing people to carry firearms in 

national parks.  

 Ken Garvin of Newville, Pa., said he came because 

believes the government is overreaching. He stressed that the 

people attending the rally "are not a bunch of crazed thugs ... 

they're just people." 

http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2010/04/19/activists-

rally-washington-support-gun-rights/ 

 

10-04-16 Arizona to allow concealed weapons without 
permit 

PHOENIX (AP) — Favoring the constitutional right to bear 

arms over others' concerns about gun safety, Gov. Jan Brewer 

on Friday signed into law a bill making Arizona the third state 

allowing people to carry a concealed weapon without requiring 

a permit. 

 The measure takes effect 90 days after the current 

legislative session ends, which likely puts the effective date in 

July or August. 

"I believe this legislation not only protects the Second 

Amendment rights of Arizona citizens, but restores those 

rights as well," Brewer, a Republican, said in a statement. 

Alaska and Vermont now do not require permits to carry 

concealed weapons. 

 By eliminating the permit requirement, the Arizona 

legislation will allow people 21 or older to forego background 

checks and classes that are now required. 

 Supporters say the bill promotes constitutional rights and 

allows people to protect themselves from criminals, while 

critics worry it will lead to more shootings as people with less 

training have fewer restrictions on carrying weapons. 

 Some police officials are concerned the law will lead to 

more accidental gun discharges from people untrained in 
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firearm safety, or that shooters in stressful situations will 

accidentally strike innocent bystanders with stray bullets. 

"I know a lot of 21-year-olds; the maturity level is gravely 

concerning sometimes," said El Mirage Police Chief Mike 

Frazier, an Arizona Association of Chiefs of Police board 

member. "If you're going to be carrying a weapon you should 

know what the law is and how to use it." 

 However, the measure was supported by police unions 

representing rank-and-file officers, who said their best friend 

on the streets is a law-abiding citizen equipped to protect 

themselves or others. 

 The police chiefs group initially opposed the bill but then 

took a neutral stance after some provisions were changed at 

their request. Brewer's office also participated in negotiations 

on changes to the bill. 

A Democratic leader, Rep. Kyrsten Sinema, of Phoenix, 

said the bill deprives law enforcement of a tool "to separate 

good guys from the bad guys." With a permit requirement, 

police encountering a person with a concealed gun but no 

permit had reason to suspect that person was not a law-abiding 

citizen, she said. 

The Arizona Citizens Defense League, a gun-rights group 

that lobbied for passage of the "constitutional carry" bill, said 

gun owners foregoing permits still should get training. "The 

heaviest thing about wearing a firearm is the responsibility that 

comes with it," the group said. 

 Arizona's permissive gun laws gained national attention 

last year when a man openly carried a semiautomatic rifle to a 

Phoenix protest outside a speech by President Barack Obama. 

 Nearly all adults can already carry a weapon openly in 

Arizona, and supporters of looser laws argue that gun owners 

shouldn't face additional restrictions just because they want to 

hide the weapon. 

Currently, carrying a hidden firearm without a permit is a 

misdemeanor punishable by up to six months in jail and a fine 

of up to $2,500. 

Forty-five other states require permits for hidden guns, and 

two states — Illinois and Wisconsin — prohibit them 

altogether. 

Federal law requires anyone buying a gun from a licensed 

dealer to undergo a background check, but that requirement 

does not apply to sales by individuals who aren't dealers. 

Arizona's law won't change that. 

 Under the Arizona legislation, people carrying a concealed 

weapon will be required to tell a police officer that if asked, 

and the officer can temporarily take the weapon while 

communicating with the person. 

 More than 154,000 people have permits to carry a 

concealed weapon in Arizona. 

 The bill acted on by Brewer was the first attempt to lift the 

permit requirement to reach an Arizona governor's desk. 

 Brewer's predecessor, Democrat Janet Napolitano, in 2007 

vetoed two related bills. One would have reduced penalties for 

carrying a concealed weapon without a permit. The other 

would have allowed a person without a permit to carry a gun 

largely concealed as long as any part of it or its holster was 

visible. 

Brewer in 2008 signed into law a bill allowing a person 

with a permit to take a gun into a restaurant or bar serving 

alcohol as long as the establishment doesn't prohibit it and the 

person isn't drinking alcohol. Napolitano vetoed a similar bill 

in 2005. 

http://www.foxnews.com/us/2010/04/16/arizona-allow-

concealed-weapons-permit/ 

 

10-04-15 Police officer shoots at man with rifle 
 Police are questioning two men to determine what they 

allegedly were doing on a North Philadelphia street with a 

handgun and a high-powered rifle with a scope. 

 Plainclothes officers arrested the pair after one of the men 

pointed the rifle at them and one of the officers fired a shot, 

police say. No one was injured and the officers took the men 

into custody. 

 Chief Inspector Scott Small told reporters at the scene that 

the officers spotted the men - one with the rifle, the other with 

a handgun - at North Second and Somerset Streets in Fairhill 

about 2:10 a.m. 

 The officers identified themselves and told the men to drop 

the weapons, Small said. The man with the handgun threw his 

weapon under a car while his companion raised the rifle and 

pointed it toward the officers. 

 One officer fired once and they took the men into custody. 

 Investigators were questioning the pair at East Detectives. 

 Small said police did not immediately know what the men 

were doing on the street with the firearms. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/breaking/90924889.html 

 

10-04-14 Driver who hit 2 women, killing 1, gets 7-14 
years 

 When the first officer to arrive approached Joseph 

Genovese after he ran down two Missouri tourists outside of 

Citizens Bank Park in July 2008 - a crash that killed one of the 

victims and forever changed the other's life - Genovese had just 

one question: 

"He said to me 'Duff, what's going to happen next? Is my 

insurance going to go up?' " Philadelphia Police Officer Kevin 

Duffy testified yesterday at Genovese's sentencing hearing in 

Common Pleas Court. 

 Well, for the next seven to 14 years Genovese, 20, won't 

have to worry about insurance as he spends that time in state 

prison paying in years for what can never be paid for with 

money. 

Genovese, of South Philadelphia - described by Judge 

Benjamin Lerner as a "totally arrogant, out-of- control and 

self-absorbed young man" - was sentenced for the July 10, 

2008, crash that claimed the life of Cindy Grassi, 53, and 

caused severe injuries to her friend Sandra Wacker, then 36. 

 " 'I'm Joseph Genovese from South Philly and I can do any 

damn thing I want with no consequences,' " Lerner said, 

mocking the defendant before he handed down his sentence. 

"Well, Mr. Genovese, today is the day." 

Grassi and Wacker, avid Cardinals fans who traveled to a 

different city each year to watch their team play, had just left 

an afternoon game and were crossing Broad Street near Curtin 
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when they were hit by Genovese, who was "high out of his 

mind" in his red Lexus, prosecutors said. 

 Genovese, an avid marijuana smoker who regularly drove 

stoned, swerved around at least two cars stopped at a red light 

to illegally enter the intersection where he hit Grassi and 

Wacker, according to court testimony. 

Wacker, an elementary-school teacher, suffered a traumatic 

brain injury, a fractured leg and a bruised lung. Grassi, a 

retired physical-education teacher, died after two days on life 

support. 

 Yesterday, Grassi's daughter-in-law, Cynthia Thompson, 

said that her eldest daughter finds the brightest star in the sky 

and calls it "Grandma Grassi" now, and when the sun is 

shining in her eyes she asks "Grandma Grassi" to move out of 

the way. 

"But when she asks why her grandma is gone, I don't have 

a good explanation," she said. 

 In her closing, Assistant District Attorney Beth McCaffery 

not only slammed Genovese's MySpace page, where he boasted 

of his exploits with drugs and used his mug shot as his profile 

photo, but also enumerated his prior arrests - seven in the 21 

months before the fatal accident. 

Those cases include resisting arrest, theft, drug possession, 

vandalism, terroristic threats to his family and police, 

attempted murder and firearms violations. 

 "He was a ticking time bomb," McCaffery said. "Why did 

Cindy and Sandy have to be in Philadelphia when that time 

bomb went off?" 

 Even after his arrest for the July 10 crash, McCaffery said, 

Genovese's narcissism was at an all-time high. 

 "You had no sense at all of the world you changed," she 

said. 

 On March 15, 2009, while out on bail, Genovese was 

arrested again for drug possession, McCaffery said. Though 

that case was later dismissed, Genovese in December, while at 

a strip mall, approached a cop - the same one who had arrested 

him in March - and told the officer that the liquor store 

wouldn't let him buy alcohol with his dad's credit card, 

McCaffery said. He was not - and still is not - 21. 

 When it was Genovese's turn to speak, he rose, gaunt and 

lanky, and said that the images of the crash still haunt him. 

 "My heart will cry out to the families for the rest of my 

life," he said. 

 In addition to his prison term, Genovese also was ordered 

to serve 150 hours of community service with Mothers Against 

Drunk Driving and to pay more than $5,000 in restitution. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/hp/news_update/90814129.ht

ml 

 

10-04-12 Second Amendment Rallies Present Open 
Threat to Rule of Law 

Josh Horwitz Executive Director of the Coalition to Stop 

Gun Violence 

Two weeks ago, I blogged about the disturbing number of 

threats that have been received by Democrats in Congress who 

voted for health care reform and called on Republicans to 

soften some of their heated rhetoric about the legislation. 

Simultaneously, I highlighted the Supreme Court's 2008 

decision in D.C. v. Heller, which appeared to endorse the 

National Rifle Association's view that the Second Amendment 

provides an individual right to keep and bear arms for the 

purpose of "preventing government tyranny." 

This unfortunate combination of messages from the right 

wing of American politics -- that our current government is 

oppressive and the Constitution authorizes insurrection -- is a 

dangerous mix that has already led to serious violence. And in 

a case of truly bad timing -- as we receive confirmation that 

serious threats to Members of Congress increased threefold 

over the last quarter -- pro-gun activists are scheduled to 

descend on our nation's capital on April 19 for a pair of rallies 

that will aggressively trumpet this toxic ideology. 

The two events -- the "Second Amendment March" at the 

Washington Monument on the National Mall and the "Restore 

the Constitution Open-Carry Rally" at Fort Hunt National Park 

in Virginia -- will feature a number of speakers who are 

current and former militia leaders or who have ties to extreme, 

anti-government groups. Time and time again, they have made 

it clear they believe the Obama administration is "an 

oppressive, totalitarian government" and their guns enable 

them to do something about it.  

 The organizer of the Second Amendment March in the 

District of Columbia is Skip Coryell, a self-employed publisher 

who brags that he "cut [his] Second Amendment teeth with 

[NRA Board Member] Ted Nugent." When asked why he 

organized the march,Coryell replied that he wants to send the 

following message to our elected officials: "You better think 

twice if you want to go up against the Second Amendment." 

Decrying the policies of the current Democratic administration 

and Congress, Coryell explains, "When the government 

ignores the First Amendment, it is time to rattle the Second 

Amendment sabers ... So long as our elected officials believe 

we will rise up and overthrow them under certain conditions, 

then they will not allow those conditions to occur. Their jobs 

and their very lives depend on it." Coryell is not shy in 

articulating this threat. "I spent six years in the Marine Corps. 

I know how to fight. It's the last resort, if we have to, we'll do 

it," he said. "If the present course of human events don't 

change, then we will have another bloody revolution." 

 The man who organized the Restore the Constitution rally 

in Virginia, Daniel Almond, has made it clear that it matters 

not at all if a majority of Americans agree with our current 

government's policies. Decrying "the statists in all three 

branches of government who are bringing totalitarian socialism 

to America," Almond explains, "I'm not really here to try and 

court majority opinion and win 51% support for my 

cause...even if that were necessary." Almond instead calls for 

"bold new steps" from those who acknowledge the Second 

Amendment as a bulwark against this "tyranny of the 

majority."Specifically, Almond is inviting attendees to openly 

carry loaded firearms at the rally in Virginia (where such 

behavior is legal). There, they can "step up to the edge" of 

Washington, D.C. at Gravelly Point to show government 

officials that they "will not stand by idly while their corruption, 
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dishonesty, and outright violations of our country's founding 

principles destroy the American Republic." 

 The choice of date for the rallies is significant, as April 19 

marks the anniversary of the first shots being fired in the 

American Revolution at the Battle of Lexington/Concord, the 

fiery conclusion to the 1993 siege at Waco, and the 1995 

bombing of the Murrah Building in Oklahoma City by Timothy 

McVeigh. 

 It is therefore appropriate that Larry Pratt, the Executive 

Director of Gun Owners of America, has been selected at the 

lead-off speaker at the Second Amendment March. Pratt was 

one of those who attended the "Rocky Mountain Rendezvous" 

in 1992, a meeting that included Neo-Nazis, Klansmen, 

followers of the anti-Semitic Christian Identity religion, and 

other extremists that marked "the birth of the modern militia 

movement." His sympathies are clear: "AR-15's and other 

semi-automatic rifles should be in the hands of as many 

Americans as want them precisely because they make anti-

gunners in general and many politicians in particular nervous. 

That was the express purpose the founders had in mind for the 

Second Amendment. When a government no longer fears the 

people, atrocities become possible such as the murder of 

members of Randy Weaver's family by U.S. Marshals and FBI 

agents. Emboldened by the lack of resistance when murdering 

women and children in Idaho, the Feds moved to Waco, Texas 

and slaughtered nearly 100 people." 

Then there is Mike Vanderboegh, a former Alabama militia 

leader who will be speaking at the Fort Hunt rally. 

Vanderboegh recently made national headlines when he incited 

those unhappy with health care reform legislation to vandalize 

Democratic offices across the country. Speaking about the 

April 19 rally, Vanderboegh said, "The enemies of 

theFounders' Republic believe that we will have come to 

threaten them. I suppose in a way that is true, if you are talking 

about trying to dissuade them from future tyrannical conduct ... 

When it is done, when we have come, made our point, and left, 

the message will be indelible--tyranny stops here, or else ... It 

may be our last chance to convince them without violence that 

we are done backing up." 

But perhaps most disturbing is the fact that Rep. Paul 

Broun (R-GA) will speak at the D.C. event. That Broun is no 

fan of the Obama agenda is well-known, and unproblematic. 

But by giving his tacit endorsement to a group of individuals 

who have openly stated they will engage in "bloody revolution" 

against our government if their demands are not met, the 

Congressman is acting to weaken and discredit the very 

institution through which he serves his constituents. He should 

withdraw from the event immediately. 

Our elected officials must be united in denouncing the use 

of political violence as a tool to overturn the results of the 

democratic process. Such violence was decried by our 

Founders, and we should see it as the same grave threat to the 

rule of law as they did. 

 Finally, the NRA, whom Coryell thanked for "taking a 

leadership position" in promoting the Second Amendment 

March, should make it clear that -- no matter what their 

feelings about firearm regulation -- there is no constitutional 

right to insurrection. 

[For more information about the April 19 rallies, visit 

www.csgv.org/april19] 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/josh-horwitz/second-

amendment-rallies_b_533969.html 

 

10-04-09 Crimefighters launch Operation Pressure 
Point 2010 

 Police on Friday announced the start of the second 

Operation Pressure Point, a multi-agency effort designed to 

flood the city's troubled neighborhoods with law enforcement 

authorities during summer weekends.  

 Continuing through Oct. 31, residents in parts of North 

Philadelphia, as well as areas of Southwest and West 

Philadelphia, will see increased police presence each Friday, 

Saturday and Sunday from 4 p.m. through 3 a.m.  

The first operation pressure point, held last summer, was 

considered a big success, Police Commissioner Charles 

Ramsey said.  

 "We do have a lot of work to do," Ramsey said. "We have 

no idea what the summer will bring, but historically, summer 

and fall have not been kind to us, crimewise."  

 The districts targeted include the 12th, in Southwest 

Philadelphia; the 14th and 35th, which includes Olney, Logan 

and Germantown; the 15th, which covers Frankford, Mayfair 

and other Northeast neighborhoods; the 17th, which includes 

Point Breeze; the 16th, 18th and 19th, which encompass West 

Philadelphia and Mantua, and the 22, 24, 25th and 39th, 

which include North Philadelphia, Kensington, Hunting Park, 

Port Richmond and other neighbohoods.  

 All of those but the 17th District were targets last year 

when police conducted the first Operation Pressure Point, a 

seven-month effort that resulted in 1,775 arrests, 247 guns 

seized and nearly $5 million in drugs confiscated.  

 Eighteeen agencies are participating, including the state 

police, U.S. Marshals Service, FBI, Bureau of Alcohol, 

Firearms and Tobacco, the High-Intensity Drug Trafficking 

Area program and the state Board of Probation and Parole.  

Like last year, these agencies will increase police patrols in 

the target areas and track down those who are wanted on arrest 

warrants or other outstanding charges. When shootings occur, 

officers will be deployed to those areas in an effort to prevent 

retaliatory violence. Authorities also plan on visiting so-called 

"nuisance bars" to ensure code compliance.  

 "We're going to come at this from all different angles," 

Ramsey said.  

 Ramsey and members of his administration credit last 

year's Operation Pressure Point with helping reduce the crime 

rate. Homicides went down 8 percent last year over 2008, and 

violent crime citywide went down 9 percent, police said. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/breaking/90356094.html 

 

10-04-07 10G for arrest of thug who shot at cop 
 The Fraternal Order of Police is offering a $10,000 reward 

for the arrest of a man who shot a Philadelphia police sergeant 

early Monday.  
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"This reward is for the arrest - not the arrest and conviction 

- just the arrest," said FOP President John McNesby. "If you 

bring him in off the street today, you're paid."  

 Sgt. Robert Ralston, a 21-year-veteran, was shot in the 

shoulder about 4 a.m. on railroad tracks near 56th Street and 

Lancaster Avenue in West Philadelphia, when he tried to stop 

a suspicious man in reference to a recent rash of burglaries, 

police said.  

 The man pointed a firearm at Ralston's head and fired but 

the sergeant swatted the gun away, averting a life-threatening 

wound, police said. Ralston returned fire at the suspect and 

may have hit him in the torso, police said.  

McNesby was joined by Mayor Nutter, Police 

Commissioner Charles Ramsey and other top brass yesterday to 

announce the reward.  

"We are just fortunate, we are very, very fortunate, given 

some of the things that have happened in the past, that this was 

not a more serious incident," Nutter said.  

 Ramsey said the city would be a much safer place with the 

suspect off the streets.  

"An individual who will do something like that is likely to 

do it again," Ramsey said.  

The suspect is described as a black man in his mid-20s with 

cornrows and a mark or tattoo under his left eye.  

 "The first 24 to 48 hours is the best time to be able to get 

this person," McNesby said.  

 Anyone with information about the man's whereabouts is 

urged to call detectives at 215-686-3334 or 9-1-1. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/hp/news_update/90069027.html 

 

10-04-06 Academy teaches citizens how to think like 
police officers 

In police firearms simulation training, citizens sometimes 

blow away a hostage or get killed by an ax murderer, but they 

learn from it. 

 Lenexa police, like many other area police forces and the 

FBI, have courses for citizens who want to learn about police 

work. 

They typically last for weeks and touch on almost all 

aspects ranging from police canine units to weapons. In 

Lenexa, they meet Wednesdays from 6:30 to 9 p.m. for the 11-

week effort. Last week, it was the firearms class followed by 

time in a police simulator. Its interactive video and sound 

features people in different situations, hostile or otherwise. 

Citizens must decide in seconds whether to fire laser guns.  

Larry Switzer said he signed up for the classes to “gain a 

different level of awareness” about what goes on in “a 

dangerous world.” 

 Renaldo Castaldi said he signed up because he was 

thinking of going into police work. 

They went into the simulator room together and faced a 

thief who came at them with a knife.  

 Neither fired when he was just two feet away. The screen 

ended it and told them that was a big mistake. 

Officer Mike Schuett, the lead firearms instructor for 

Lenexa police, told students to fire for the center mass of 

someone who has a knife and is coming at them from within 

21 feet. 

 That gives them enough time to get off one or two fatal 

shots, he said, but even then the armed man has seven seconds 

of life left. 

“In seven seconds, how much damage can a man do,” he 

asked. 

In the next scene, Switzer fatally shot a burglar who came 

at him with an ax in hand. 

Good job, Schuett said. 

“I didn’t intend to, Switzer said. “I was going for the knees; 

my goal was going to be the knees but actually I shot 

accidentally.” 

“Why did you shoot for the knees?” Schuett asked. 

“To slow him down.” 

 “So you’ve slowed him down but he’s still going to kill 

you,” Schuett said. 

 Then comes the most dramatic simulation. The men are 

confronted with a school hostage situation in which the killer 

has shot several people and a police officer. They turn a corner 

and have a clear shot at the killer who has a gun to a hostage’s 

head. 

 The killer shoots the hostage in the head. They shoot the 

killer. 

 Another mistake. “The hostage is dead because you waited 

too long,” Schuett tells them. 

 Other citizens killed the hostage or had other problems 

with other scenes, such as shooting people prematurely just 

because they did not do as they were told. 

 Castaldi said, “It really is a tough decision to make and 

you have only seconds.” 

As another part of firearms training, Schuett taught police 

safety rules. 

 Treat every gun as if it’s loaded, always be aware of the 

target, backstop and beyond and keep your finger out of the 

trigger and off the trigger guard until you’re ready to fire. 

 One other thing, he said: “Never point your weapon at 

anything you’re not willing to destroy.”  

He also showed them the handguns and rifles that Lenexa 

police use and noted that police train constantly with them. He 

explained why. 

 “Our worst day has to be better than the bad guy’s best 

day,” he said. 

http://www.kansascity.com/2010/04/06/1860799/academy-

teaches-citizens-how-to.html#ixzz0nAmhsM00 

 

10-04-04 Oath Keepers' "urgent" plea for thousands of 
gun enthusiasts to descend on DC on April 19 

 A political climate that's already more overheated than any 

time in a generation. Plans for a large-scale rally of firearms 

enthusiasts in the nation's capital. A fast-growing group of 

(mostly ex-) military and cops that pledges to disobey 

"unconstitutional orders" from the president, and an "urgent" 

call from the group's leader to flood Washington to "shout your 

oaths in the tyrant’s face" -- on the 15th anniversary of the 

worst home-grown terror incident in U.S. history, the 

Oklahoma City bombing. 
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What could possibly go wrong? 

 The world will find out on April 19, now that the leader of 

the Oath Keepers -- the alliance of mostly veterans and ex-cops 

that didn't exist at the start of the Obama administration but 

now claims nearly 15,000 members -- has issued that urgent 

call to all members to attend two politically charged events in 

or around Washington on that Monday, which organizers 

stress as the 235th anniversary of the first shots of the 

American Revolution. 

Stewart Rhodes, the Yale law school grad and ex-

paratrooper who founded the Oath Keepers after working on 

Rep. Ron Paul's 2008 presidential campaign, sent out an email 

blast to members over the weekend urging 

them to attend either a Second Amendment March on the 

Capitol that's slated to take place on Washington that day, or 

an open-carry rally in which many attendees will be bringing 

their firearms, to be held just across the Potomic River at Fort 

Hunt National Park. 

(In an irony that event organizers don't seem to be playing 

up, open-carry of weapons used to be banned at national parks 

before February of this year, when a longstanding ban was 

overturned in legislation signed by the man Rhodes alluded to 

as "a tyrant," President Barack Obama.) 

The Second Amendment March has been in the planning 

stages for months but only started gaining attention recently, in 

the hypercharged environment after the enactment of health 

care legislation vehemently opposed by members of right-wing 

groups like the Oath Keepers. 

 In particular, news accounts noted that a long-time militia 

activist -- Mike Vanderboegh of Alabama -- has said that he 

plans to speak at the Fort Hunt rally. It was Vanderboegh -- 

who recently founded a group similar to the Oath Keepers 

called The Three Percenters -- who made headlines last week 

by issuing an appeal on his blog for supporters to break the 

windows of healthcare reform supporters; immediately after 

that, windows and doors were smashed at Democratic offices in 

Wichita, Kansas, and Rochester, N.Y. and the offices of an 

Arizona congresswoman, among others. 

 In promoting the events, the Oath Keepers' Rhodes -- who 

says he will be speaking at both rallies -- states: 

You took an oath to support and defend the Constitution of 

the United States against all enemies, foreign and domestic. 

The time has come to keep that oath by taking a firm stand, to 

let the oath breakers in DC know that you and yours will not 

submit and go quietly as they “transform” our Constitutional 

Republic into what will rightly meet the definition of a 

totalitarian state (without limits on its powers, which it creates 

for itself out of thin air without the consent of the people). 

Can the Oath Keepers deliver a big crowd to the events? 

The group has clearly experienced a surge of members since it 

was launched on the same date, April 19, last year at a rally on 

Lexington Green in Massachusetts where Vanderboegh -- 

according to an excellent profile of the Oath Keepers by Justine 

Sharrock for Mother Jones -- was also present. It's not known if 

the group's claim of more than 14,000 members is accurate. 

The Oath Keepers do have about 17,750 followers on 

Facebook and more than 1,500 followers on Twitter. 

 The rise of the Oath Keepers has already aroused alarm 

from hate groups trackers like the Southern Poverty Law 

Center (PDF file) and the Anti-Defamation League as at the 

vanguard of a new breed of "Patriot" groups touting conspiracy 

theories about the government that have increased in intensity 

since Obama took office. The core issue for the Oath Keepers is 

a list of orders that its members will not obey -- these include 

rounding up Americans and placing them in concentration 

camps or confiscating guns from U.S. citizens. 

 Several of the speakers at the April 19 Second Amendment 

March also have been monitored over the years by SPLC, ADL 

and others for connections to militias and other far-right 

movements. These include Larry Pratt of the Gun Owners of 

America --a group that's been famously described as "the NRA 

on steroids" and former Arizona sheriff Richard Mack, who is 

a member of the Oath Keepers as well. 

 In his plea for attendees, Rhodes describes health care 

reform and the takeover of General Motors as examples of the 

government's descent into tyranny, but he also urged 

supporters to obey the District of Columbia's strict gun laws, 

adding "you will also be showing your support for fellow 

Americans who are merely exercising their right to free 

speech, to peaceably assemble, to association, to petition their 

government for a redress of grievances, and their right to keep 

and bear arms." 

 Answering his own question as to why the Fort Hood event 

is "open carry," Rhodes responds, "Why not?" He notes that 

other open-carry rallies, including one at the Kentucky state 

capitol, have been held with incident. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/blogs/attytood/89880147.html 

 
10-04-03 Suspect fatally shot by police at playground 
 A man wanted on federal weapons charges opened fire on 

three police officers in a Germantown playground around noon 

Friday, police said, leading to a shootout that sent small 

children scurrying for safety and ended with the man's death. 

 Police identified him as Vincent Parsons, 26, of the 6500 

block of Belfield Avenue. A family friend said he grew up in 

the neighborhood. 

 Parsons, who was fleeing from the officers when he shot at 

them, was shot multiple times in the legs and body, said Chief 

Inspector Scott Small. No police officers or bystanders were 

injured. 

 Police are not expected to release the names of the officers. 

 The shootout came on a warm, sunny day that found many 

people outside enjoying the weather, including several children 

and a mother who were in Happy Hollow Playground, a city 

park on the 4900 block of Wayne Avenue. 

 Police would not say how many shots were fired by 

Parsons or police, but neighbors reported hearing as many as 

30 in rapid succession. 

 Small said three plainclothes undercover officers were on 

the 200 block of West Clapier Street about 12:15 p.m. when 

they saw Parsons and recognized him as wanted on federal gun 

charges. He also had a bench warrant for failing to appear in 

court, Small said. 

"This was a very dangerous individual," Small said. 
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When the officers identified themselves as police and tried 

to stop him, he fled, Small said. The officers gave chase, one 

on foot and two in a car, and followed him to the playground, 

where Parsons drew a handgun and fired. 

 Three children and a mother were in the playground at the 

time, Small said, and police yelled at them to get out. 

 "They moved completely out of the way," Small said. "It 

was completely a safe scene when the officers fired. That's why 

no one got hurt." 

 Police recovered a 9mm Ruger handgun next to Parsons' 

hand, Small said, the same level of firepower as the officers' 

handguns. Investigators also found two bags of crack cocaine 

on the body, Small said. 

 Some of Parsons' family members were still at the scene 

Friday afternoon. The family friend said that Parsons had a 2-

year-old daughter and that his mother was distraught. 

A woman who said she was Parsons' wife appeared to be in 

shock. 

 "All I know is, I got a phone call telling me my husband's 

dead on the ground," she said, shaking her head. "I'm sorry, I 

can't talk. I have to get myself together." 

Another man, who said he was Parsons' cousin, also 

refused to comment, saying, "What can you do? Can't do 

nothing." 

According to court records, Parsons faced his first adult 

charges in 1999, when he was 15, on aggravated assault, 

weapons offenses, and other crimes. But all charges were 

withdrawn. 

 Two years later, he was charged with robbery and gun 

violations, and in 2003 he faced a slew of drug charges. He 

pleaded guilty to robbery, receiving a 21/2-to-5-year sentence, 

and to one of the drug charges, receiving a 11/2-to-3-year 

sentence. 

In 2007, Parsons was charged with three gun offenses, 

resisting arrest, and other violations. As a convicted felon, he 

would have been barred from owning and carrying a firearm. 

He absconded from house arrest in September 2008, weeks 

before his trial, according to court records. 

 The neighborhood is troubled, residents said, and has been 

the scene of several shootings in recent years. In March 2008, 

an undercover officer fatally shot Timothy "Tee" Goode, 

grandnephew of former Mayor W. Wilson Goode, on the 

corner of Wayne and Logan Street. Though Goode's family 

protested the shooting, police said that it was self-defense, as 

Timothy Goode had aimed a gun at the officer. 

 Still, Friday's shooting shocked many neighbors. Some 

said more than three children were in the playground when 

shots were fired. A few - like Elroy Watt, who lives next door 

to the playground - said their houses were hit by stray bullets. 

 "Shots were flying everywhere," he said, gesturing to bullet 

casings on the street in front of his house. "I said, 'Why you 

shooting around all these kids?' " 

 Watt's 5-year-old daughter, Makahla, was in the 

playground at the time. 

"Some guy started shooting," she said, "and I ran." 

 Small said Parsons was the one who made the decision to 

open fire in a playground. 

"It's the suspect, you got to remember, who struck first," he 

said. "We had no control over that. It's the suspect who should 

not have fired at police." 

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/local/89823907.html 

 
10-04-03 Gun-control, gun-rights advocates square off 
 Gathering on Good Friday to show support for strict gun 

laws, several hundred protesters assembled outside a 

Kensington gun shop, urging the owner to sign a "code of 

conduct" to deter illegal firearms sales.  

An attorney for Larry Haney, owner of the Shooter Shop at 

Allegheny Avenue and Emerald Street, gave reporters a copy 

of a letter from the District Attorney's Office thanking Haney 

for his cooperation in combating illegal gun trafficking.  

 "Your efforts have helped to make our city a safer place to 

live and work," said the letter, signed by Albert J. 

Toczydlowski, special assistant district attorney.  

 Lawyer Jon Mirowitz said Haney was inside his shop, but 

was not granting interviews.  

 The store was the target of a demonstration in February by 

the same group, Heeding God's Call, but then only about 40 

protesters and 40 gun-shop supporters were involved.  

About 200 to 300 gun-control advocates showed up on 

Friday, and they were countered by more than 50 gun-rights 

supporters, who sang "God Bless America" and jeered the 

protesters.  

 Keeping them separated was a large contingent of police 

Civil Affairs officers.  

 Stephen Drachler, executive director of United Methodist 

Advocacy in Pennsylvania, came from Harrisburg to join the 

demonstration.  

 "Heeding God's Call has created a model that puts the onus 

on gun shops to do the right thing," Drachler said. "This is not 

difficult stuff, and it's not about putting people out of business."  

 Heeding God's Call is urging gun shops to sign a 10-point 

pledge calling for shops to be more vigilant in spotting "straw" 

purchasers who buy guns in bulk for resale to criminals.  

Last year, the group protested regularly outside Colosimo's, 

on SpringGarden Street. In the fall, the shop went out of 

business after more than 40 years, closing as part of a plea 

agreement after federal prosecutors charged it with selling 

weapons to gun traffickers. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/local/89823922.html 

 

10-03-31 More Guns Being Sold And Fewer Crimes 
Committed 

 The passionate anti-gun crowd would have folks believe 

that heightened momentum nationally toward open-carry and 

concealed-carry laws is 1) merely a ploy on the part of the 

firearms industry to sell more product and/or 2) an open 

invitation to more, rather than less, violent crime.  

 Statistics lend a certain credence — if not outright cause-

and-effect — to the former contention, but a recent report 

published by (of all people) the gang at MSNBC.com 

thoroughly disputes the latter notion. In the past decade, as 

more and more states liberalized gun laws in favor of open-

carry and concealed-carry permits, the rate of firearm-related 
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homicides has fallen — and dramatically so — rather than 

risen.  

 The numbers are illustrative. As the MSNBC report 

indicated, Americans in the 1980s and ’90s were killed by 

guns at a rate of 5.66 per every 100,000 of population. Since 

2000, or ever since the increase in open-carry and concealed-

carry statutes, this rate has fallen 28 percent to 4.07 per 

100,000.  

What’s more, this reduction has transpired as the number 

of guns legally purchased has jumped, again dramatically. The 

amount of weapons sold remained constant, at between 8.5 

million and 9 million annually, in the period 1999-2005. But, 

starting in 2006, this number jumped an astounding 55 percent 

— from 10 million that year to more than 14 million in 2009.  

 Thus, more guns do not translate into more deaths from 

gun use. In fact, just the opposite has happened. Of decidedly 

greater significance is the nature of laws on the books pertinent 

to ownership of weapons.  

 A classic point-counterpoint: The District of Columbia has 

the highest gun-homicide rate — 20.50 deaths per 100,000 in 

population. The district also boasts one of America’s most 

restrictive gun-control laws. The lowest gun-homicide rate can 

be found in Utah, at 1.12 deaths per 100,000 people. Not 

surprisingly, Utah also sports one of the country’s least-

stringent series of gun laws, not to mention a widely acclaimed 

mandatory firearm safety course for all legal gun-owners.  

 Firearms in the legal possession of law-abiding Americans 

need not translate into more violence. In fact, as the MSNBC 

report clearly suggests, the precise converse holds in states that 

hold Second Amendment rights dear. These statistics don’t lie, 

and so a case can be made that a well-armed citizenry means 

fewer, rather than more, murders, robberies, and rapes. 

http://www.dailynews-

record.com/opinion_details.php?AID=45846&CHID=36 

 

10-03-31 Great-grandmother given an electronic tag 
and curfew for selling a goldfish to a 14 year-old 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/family/pets/7538391/Great-

grandmother-given-an-electronic-tag-and-curfew-for-selling-a-

goldfish-to-a-14-year-old.html 

 

10-03-30 More women may be turning to firearms 
 American women are buying guns and taking aim on 

firing ranges in growing numbers, according to a recent study 

and interviews with gun-shop owners.  

A 2009 study found 70 percent of shop owners reported 

more female buyers.  

 The study, conducted by the National Shooting Sports 

Foundation and Southwick Associates, also found 80 percent of 

the female gun-buyers who responded said they purchased a 

gun for self-defense, followed by 35 percent for target practice 

and 24 percent for hunting.  

Women and shop owners interviewed by The Washington 

Times offered similar, narrow-ranging explanations for the 

increases — largely self-defense and concerns about the 

possibility President Obama would further restrict gun 

ownership.  

Erika Gonzalez, of suburban Washington, was raised as a 

Quaker and grew up thinking guns were unsafe — until a 

series of life-changing events.  

 Her grandmother was murdered about 15 years ago in a 

small town, then her marriage fell apart and she was on her 

own.  

 "I was very anti-gun for a long time … and I guess my 

thinking evolved on that," said Ms. Gonzalez, who owns a 

Glock 9mm and started a shooting club to practice and share 

similar interests. "I was probably motivated to buy the gun 

because I separated from my husband and was living alone."  

Hilary Gotzh, a single 26-year-old, wants to buy a gun this 

year for protection and recreational uses, but, like Ms. 

Gonzalez, thinks ownership is a private and personal decision.  

"It's not a common thing that women sit around tea and 

talk about their firearms," Ms. Gotzh said.  

 Jack Donald, a Washington-area gun dealer, said he's 

noticed a recent increase in female gun sales, with most 

women looking for protection. He also said he witnessed a 

surge in overall sales after President Obama was elected in 

2009.  

"Our gun sales volume increased dramatically after the 

election," he said.  

Despite such observations, a recent National Opinion 

Research Center study shows the demographics of U.S. gun 

ownership have changed little during the past 29 years. 

Women owned roughly 10.5 percent of this country's guns in 

1980, compared to 10.8 percent of the more than 200 million 

guns in the U.S. in 2008. 

http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2010/mar/30/more-

females-may-be-turning-to-firearms/ 

 

10-03-30 A Gun Ban By Any Other Name... 
Gun control laws divert money from law enforcement 

activities that work. The thousands of hours spent by police to 

register guns are time that police could have put to solving 

crimes. That diversion of resources is the real threat to public 

safety. 

On Friday, a federal District Court judge tried to indirectly 

reinstate the D.C. handgun ban. Judge Ricardo Urbina, a 

Clinton appointee, wants to make it so difficult for people 

living in DC to use a handgun defensively that few will get 

one. 

Last September, a Washington Post reporter, Christian 

Davenport, found out just how difficult it still is to get a 

handgun in D.C. even after the Supreme Court struck down the 

city's handgun ban. Excluding the price of the gun, the reporter 

spent $558.69 in various fees to get through the approval 

process. But that was only part of the cost. It took him "a total 

of 15 hours 50 minutes, four trips to the Metropolitan Police 

Department, two background checks, a set of fingerprints, a 

five-hour class and a 20-question multiple-choice exam." 

So when do these types of regulations constitute just as 

much of a ban on handguns as an outright ban? A dollar tax 

solely on newspapers would clearly be struck down as 

unconstitutional. The power to regulate can destroy both the 

First and Second Amendments. Despite the costs, about a 
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thousand people may have gotten handgun permits. That is 

only about 0.2 percent of adults living in D.C. The big change 

from the 2008 Heller decision might have simply been that 

D.C. law now requires that gun owners (primarily those 

owning long guns) only have to store their guns locked and 

unloaded if minors might have access to them. And it is 

probably this change that helps explain why D.C.'s murder rate 

fell by 25 percent the year after the handgun ban was struck 

down as unconstitutional. 

 Judge Urbina justifies the regulations using the same 

reasons that D.C. originally tried to use to justify the ban based 

on public safety. But for the regulations ruled on by Judge 

Urbina, the evidence clearly shows that freedom and safety go 

together. More guns mean less crime. Rules that make it very 

costly and difficult for people to register handguns for self-

defense, disarm law-abiding citizens relative to criminals and 

make crime more likely. It isn't too surprising that every place 

in the world where guns have been banned and crime rates are 

available to study have seen an increase in murder rates. 

After the Supreme Court struck down the handgun ban and 

gunlocks in 2008, the D.C. Council enacted strict new 

handgun laws. On Friday, the judge found D.C.'s new handgun 

laws constitutional because "the Council provided ample 

evidence of the ways [the different gun laws] will effectuate the 

goal of promoting public safety." The problem is that D.C. 

really didn't provide "evidence," and merely made claims that 

the gun laws work. The court ruled that those claimed benefits 

outweighed the constitutional rights lost from the regulations 

Yet, the available evidence contradicts the safety argument. 

 Gunlocks -- The Supreme Court was right in the Heller 

decision. It ruled that a locked, unloaded gun "makes it 

impossible for citizens to use them for the core lawful purpose 

of self-defense and is hence unconstitutional." Empirical work 

shows that gunlock laws have failed to reduce accidental gun 

deaths for children. Instead, they have cost innocent lives as 

law-abiding citizens have become more vulnerable to criminal 

attack. Just as higher arrest or conviction rates or longer prison 

sentences can deter criminals, so can more self-defense. 

Gunlock laws not only embolden criminals to attack people in 

their homes. These laws also increase the probability that the 

criminal will be successful. 

Limiting the number of bullets that a gun can hold to 10 -- 

This was one of the restrictions that had been in the Federal 

Assault Weapons ban that lasted from 1994 to 2004. But 

despite a large academic literature on Assault Weapon bans, 

there hasn't been a single refereed study by either 

criminologists or economists that such laws reduce violent 

crime. 

 Handgun registration -- After the decision on Friday, D.C. 

Council member Phil Mendelson claimed: "Because law-

abiding citizens register their guns, it makes it easier for the 

police to identify and arrest the criminals." Despite the 

inaccuracies show on television shows, registration doesn’t 

work to solve crimes. In theory, if a gun is registered and it is 

left at the scene, it could theoretically be traced back to the 

owner. But guns from crimes are virtually never left at the 

scene of the crime. When they are left at the scene, it is 

primarily in cases where the criminal has been seriously 

wounded or killed. Then, of course, the weapon is not needed 

to catch the perpetrator. Moreover, in the few cases guns are 

left at the scene, they are traced back to somebody else because 

the criminals never bothered to register their guns. 

 In spite of the statements in “The Bill of Rights” that 

"Congress shall make no law" or "shall not be infringed," 

courts don't view constitutional rights as absolutes. Courts now 

ask whether the benefits from the law outweigh the 

constitutional rights lost -- so-called "balancing" tests. With 

high levels of "scrutiny" usually reserved for “The Bill of 

Rights,” courts must also find that the laws are "narrowly 

tailored" to achieve a compelling governmental interest. Public 

safety is surely an important governmental interest, but the 

evidence shows that gun control laws either produce no benefit, 

or actually increase crime rates, nevermind that these laws are 

the only way to reduce crime. Indeed, every location for which 

crime data is available has seen an increase in murder rates 

after gun bans have been imposed. D.C.'s gun laws can't meet 

these constitutional tests as they don't even reduce crime, let 

alone meet the other constitutional tests. 

 What is worse is that these laws divert money from law 

enforcement activities that work. The thousands of hours spent 

by police to register guns are time that police could have put to 

solving crimes. That diversion of resources is the real threat to 

public safety. 

http://www.foxnews.com/opinion/2010/03/30/lott-john-

gun-controll-dc-handgun-ban/ 

 

10-03-30 Firearms Industry Concerned Over United 
Nations Request for Firearms Trace Data 

 NEWTOWN, Conn. -- The National Shooting Sports 

Foundation (NSSF) – the trade association for the firearms 

industry – has learned that the United Nations has filed its first 

firearms trace request. The move by the United Nations, which 

has long advocated for civilian disarmament, raised concerns 

from the NSSF.  

 "Firearms trace data is a law enforcement tool to help aid 

in specific criminal investigations," said NSSF Senior Vice 

President and General Counsel Lawrence G. Keane. "Our 

concerns with this trace request stem from UN-efforts to 

impose arms trade control treaties that would lead to a ban on 

the civilian possession and ownership of firearms, possibly 

even in the United States despite Second Amendment 

protections and the recent Supreme Court decision (Heller v. 

District of Columbia) reaffirming that Americans have an 

individual right to keep and bear arms."  

Tracing a firearm is the process by which law enforcement 

tracks the chain of custody of a firearm through the licensed 

distribution system to the original (first) retail purchaser. In 

this particular case, the manufacturer declined to provide the 

information to the United Nations and instead advised UN 

officials to make its request through proper international law 

enforcement channels. This would ensure that ATF, the 

appropriate law enforcement entity responsible for handling 

such requests, would be aware of the world body's actions. 
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"Some foreign states and well-funded non-governmental 

organizations, like the International Action Network on Small 

Arms (IANSA), are using arms trade-control talks at the 

United Nations to restrict or ban the private ownership of 

firearms," continued Keane.  

Though this trace request appears to have been an isolated 

incident, members of the firearms industry are troubled by the 

precedent.  

"We remain increasingly concerned that ongoing efforts to 

restrict or ban the civilian and private ownership of firearms 

taking place at the United Nations will severely restrict and 

frustrate the lawful international commerce in sporting 

firearms and ammunition products and undermine the United 

States' national sovereignty and America's cherished firearms 

freedoms protected by the Second Amendment and our hunting 

and shooting sports heritage," concluded Keane. 

http://nssf.org/newsroom/releases/show.cfm?PR=033010.cf
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