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Founding Fathers:

"Liberty cannot be preserved without a general knowledge among the people, who have a right, from the frame of their nature, to
knowledge, as their great Creator, who does nothing in vain, has given them understandings, and a desire to know; but besides this, they
have a right, an indisputable, unalienable, indefeasible, divine right to that most dreaded and envied kind of knowledge; I mean, of the
characters and conduct of their rulers." --John Adams, Dissertation on Canon and Feudal Law, 1765

The Second Amendment Is Alive
and Well
By Roger Kronz

We were on our way to Harrisburg for the judicial
committee meeting pertaining to HB 40. The
discussion as usual was about the business we were
tending to this day and the anti-gun bozos we would
be encountering once again.

Our conversation was interrupted by a noise from
the front of the van. I checked the gauges and noticed
the temp gauge was going into the red zone and also
the power steering was not functioning. I knew we had
just lost the belt. I pulled to the side and released the
hood latch. Upon inspection I saw the belt was
destroyed. Upon further inspection I discovered the
idler pulley bearing was the culprit and was seized.
We called *11 to contact the turnpike and explained
our dilemma. They dispatched a tow truck and a
turnpike emergency vehicle. Arrival by the emergency
vehicles took approximately 20 minutes. I explained
to the tow truck driver our dilemma and he promptly
loaded the van. The two vehicles had ample room to
transport all six of us. I explained to the tow truck
driver where we were going and gave him a brief
description of HB 40 and explained the importance of
getting it out of committee. The tow truck driver
phoned ahead to the garage and informed the garage
owner of the vehicle year and type. He also explained
who we were and where we were going and why.
When we arrived at the garage the parts were already

ordered and a mechanic promptly started
disassembling the defective parts.

The tow truck driver told his dispatcher he was
going to lunch and loaded the other five men into his
tow truck and started for the capitol building. He
dropped the guys at the front door of the capitol
building. The parts arrived shortly after the tow truck
left and the mechanic reassembled the truck with the
new parts while I paid the owner. Kim and the gang
arrived just in time for the hearing. I arrived about
forty five minutes later. I was told I missed the look
on the bozos’ faces when our guys walked into the
hearing room…it was great! The moral of the story is
that we have friends everywhere and all we have to
do is explain who we are and what we do.

Maryland Shall Issue Donates $10K to SAF
by Dave Workman, Senior Editor

A grassroots gun rights organization in Maryland
has donated a whopping $10,000 to the Second
Amendment Foundation (SAF) to support its legal
battles, including a lawsuit filed in the Free State that
challenges the discretionary authority of law
enforcement to deny carry permits based on flimsy
reasons.

Maryland Shall Issue (MSI) made the donation in
August. In a message to its members, the organization
noted, "We want to send a message that Maryland
gunowners can unite behind them with one voice."

Many individual members of the group have
already joined SAF or made individual contributions,
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the group said. But this was the MSI's effort to make
an organizational donation.

The group recently held its annual elections. Presi-
dent Paul Dembowski retained his position, and Scott
Dembowski is vice president. Dave Michailof
replaced Peter Pagnell as treasurer, and MIS founder
and former president Henry Heymering was elected
to a position on the board of directors, as was
Pagnell. Greg Marsh is secretary

SAF founder and Executive Vice President Alan
Gottlieb was moved by the size of the contribution.
He told Gun Week that, while it was too late to amend
the actual lawsuit, he was making MIS an "honorary"
plaintiff in the case.

That lawsuit involves Baltimore County resident
Raymond Woollard, who was originally issued a
carry permit after a man broke into his home during a
family gathering in 2002. The permit was renewed in
2005, not long after the home invader was released
from prison. He now lives about three miles from the
Woollard residence.

However, when Woollard applied for a renewal in
2009, he was denied on the grounds that he could not
demonstrate "a reasonable precaution against appre-
hended danger." After the lawsuit was filed, Gottlieb
noted in a press release that laws which "empower
bureaucrats to deny the exercise of a fundamental
civil right because they cannot show good cause to
exercise that right can't possibly stand up under
constitutional scrutiny."

SAF and Woollard are represented in that lawsuit
by attorneys Alan Gura of Virginia and Cary J.
Hansel of Joseph, Greenwald & Laake of Greenbelt,
MD. Gura recently won SAF's lawsuit against the
City of

Chicago's handgun ban, which the Supreme Court
used in a 5-4 ruling to incorporate the Second
Amendment to the states through the due process
clause of the 14th Amendment.

Maryland is one of a handful of states that still
allow law enforcement the discretion to turn down
carry permit applications for any number of reasons.
In states with so-called "shall-issue" statutes,
authorities are compelled to issue permits or carry
licenses to any citizen who meets the qualifying
criteria. There is no requirement to show a "need"
under such statutes.

Named as defendants in the SAF/Woollard lawsuit
are Terrence B. Sheridan as the Secretary and Super-
intendent of the Maryland State Police, and three

members of the Maryland Handgun Permit Review
Board, Denis Gallagher, Seymour Goldstein and
Charles M. Thomas, Jr.

"We are grateful and humbled by the Mari land
Shall Issue contribution," Gottlieb commented. "This
single donation will greatly support our ongoing legal
battles to restore lost gun rights, one lawsuit at a
time."

He promised to "get the most legal bang for every
buck." The New GUN WEEK, September 1, 2010

Maryland suit confronts CCW `need'
standard

The Second Amendment Foundation (SAF) is
suing officials in Maryland on behalf of a man whose
gun permit renewal was rejected by the state's
Handgun Permit Review Board because he could not
demonstrate that carrying a gun was "necessary as a
reasonable precaution against apprehended danger."

Maryland resident Raymond Woollard, a Navy
veteran and family man whose home was invaded on
Christmas Eve 2002 resulting in a fight between the
suspect and Woollard, was originally issued a permit,
which he renewed in 2005. During the Christmas Eve
fight, the intruder wrestled Woollard's shotgun away
from him, but his son grabbed a second gun and
"restored order pending the police's arrival,"
according to court documents obtained by Gun Week.

It took police almost 2% hours to arrive, a delay
blamed in part on the police dispatcher's confusion
about in which county the Woollard's house was
located. Police arrested the man, who was convicted
of first degree burglary, and then sentenced to three
years probation. He subsequently violated that
probation when he assaulted a police officer and
burglarized another home. Those offenses resulted in
his imprisonment.

Woollard's gun permit was renewed three years
later shortly after the burglar was released from
prison, court documents note. The burglar moved into
a home about three miles from the Woollard
residence.

When Woollard applied for a second gun permit
renewal, it was rejected in February 2009 on the
grounds that the application was "incomplete."

"Evidence is needed to support apprehended fear
(i.e. — copies of police reports for assaults, threats,
harassments, stalking)," the rejection explained.

In April 2009, Woollard's permit renewal was
denied by Terrence B. Sheridan, secretary and
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superintendent of the Maryland State Police.
Woollard appealed to the state Handgun Permit
Review Board, where members Denis Gallagher,
Seymour Goldstein and Charles M. Thomas Jr.
upheld

Sheridan's denial. According to the lawsuit, the
board found that Woolard "has not submitted any
documentation to verify threats occurring beyond his
residence, where he can already legally carry a
handgun." They found that Woollard "has not
demonstrated a good and substantial reason to wear,
carry or transport a handgun as a reasonable
precaution against apprehended danger in the State of
Maryland."

The Woollard case is the third major lawsuit filed
by SAF, working with attorney Alan Gura of
Virginia, following SAF's win in McDonald v. City of
Chicago at the Supreme Court in June.

Since then, SAF has sued in North Carolina over a
clause in that state's emergency powers law that
allows public officials to suspend Second
Amendment rights outside the home in the event of a
declared emergency. The group has also filed a
lawsuit in Westchester County, NY, which challenges
the "good cause" standard for a handgun carry permit.
The New GUN WEEK, September 1, 2010

`Disclose' stalls but could return after
Labor Day

The so-called Disclose Act, touted by the
Democrats in control of Congress as a "campaign
reform" measure while others term it a "free speech
gag," stalled on the Senate floor on July 27 as
Democrats failed to overcome a Republican filibuster
threat. Needing 60 votes to kill the filibuster,
Democrats fell three votes short (57-41). However,
Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-NV) was among those
voting against cloture, which means he will be able to
switch position and call for a vote when the Senate
returns after Labor Day.

Minority Leader Sen. Mitch McConnell (R-KY),
who had promised the filibuster if the bill were
brought up for a vote, said the measure puts severe
and unconstitutional limits on our ability to hold
individual congressmen accountable in the weeks
leading up to an election.

Several Senators also indicated their disgust with
the exemptions in the bill. "The bill creates carve-outs
for the largest, wealthiest, and most powerful
Washington-based special interest groups—such as

the NRA and the AARP," said Sen. John Cornyn (R-
TX).

The Disclose Act passed the House in June 219 to
206, and was generated in the wake of a January
Supreme Court decision that corporations and unions
can spend unlimited amounts of money to sponsor
campaign ads. Democrats have vowed to bring the bill
back for repeated votes in an effort to highlight the
GOP's obstruction. The New GUN WEEK, September 1, 2010

Ex-Senator Stevens killed in plane crash in
Alaska

Former Alaska Sen. Ted Stevens was killed in a
small plane crash in southwest Alaska Aug. 9. He was
also a former member of the National Rifle
Association's (NRA) board of directors.

According to the NRA, Stevens served from 1983
to 1986 and again from 1992 to 1995. During his time
on the board, Stevens served on the Legislative Policy,
Hunting, Wildlife and Conservation, and Law
Enforcement Assistance committees.

The ex-senator, a decorated WWII veteran, was the
longest-serving Republican in the history of the
Senate, having been first appointed in 1968 and
remaining in office until 2008, when a scandal and
trial resulted in his narrow defeat. A few months after
his conviction, a federal judge set that conviction
aside, citing misconduct by federal officials. The New
GUN WEEK, September 1, 2010

Enviro groups file petition to ban lead
hunting ammunition

by Dave Workman, Senior Editor

A coalition of environmental organizations and
one "grassroots" hunting group have filed a petition
with the Environmental Protection Agency calling for
a nationwide ban on hunting ammunition and fishing
tackle that contains lead components.

The American Bird Conservancy and Center for
Biological Diversity (CBD) joined with the
Association of Avian Veterinarians, Public
Employees for Environmental Responsibility and a
group calling itself "Project Gutpile" in the petition
filing. They want the EPA to ban lead ammunition
and fishing tackle under the Toxic Substances
Control Act.

An industry trade group immediately opposed the
petition, asserting that it is the work of "several
agenda-driven groups...erroneously (claiming) that
the use of traditional ammunition by hunters is
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inconsistent with the Toxic Substances Control Act
of 1976."

"There is simply no scientific evidence that the use
of traditional ammunition is having an adverse
impact on wildlife populations that would require
restricting or banning the use of traditional
ammunition beyond current limitations, such as the
scientifically based restriction on waterfowl hunting,"
said Steve Sanetti, president of the National Shooting
Sports Foundation (NSSF).

Ammunition companies have already introduced
some lead-free ammunition, and bullet makers
including Nosler, Hornady and Speer offer some
lead-free projectiles for reloaders. Barnes Bullets has
been making all-copper projectiles for many years.

Project Gutpile spokesman and cofounder Anthony
Prieto of California claims to shoot copper bullets.

"I still get to hunt, there is no toxic impact on
wildlife or my health, and copper bullets shoot
better," he said in a prepared statement.

According to a press release announcing the
petition; there ______have been some – 500
scientific studies—most of which have been peer-
reviewed—that suggest "widespread dangers from
lead ammunition and fishing tackle."

Environmentalists estimate that some 3,000 tons
of lead are used every year by hunters and another
80,000 tons are deposited at shooting ranges. Some
4,000 tons are lost annually in lakes, ponds and
streams, the group said, by anglers.

They also claim that lead ammunition poses a
health risk to humans, asserting that tiny bullet
fragments "can spray throughout meat that humans
eat." The petitioners alluded to "a recent study" that
revealed that "up to 87 percent of cooked game killed
by lead ammunition -can contain unsafe levels of
lead." They did not identify the study.

However, there have been studies that revealed
tiny lead particles in venison samples and other
testing that found slightly elevated lead levels in the
blood samples taken from people who eat wild game
harvested with lead bullets.

When the controversy erupted more than one year
ago, the NSSF argued that a North Dakota Department
of Health study proved there is no public health risk.
NSSF issued a statement noting "the highest lead level
reading of an adult study participant was still below
the CDC accepted lead level threshold for that of a
child, and significantly lower than the CDC accepted
lead level threshold for that of an adult."

"Furthermore," said the NSSF statement, "during a
tele-press conference hosted by the ND Department
of Health, officials stated they could not verify
whether this adult even consumed game harvested
with traditional ammunition. Correspondingly, the
study only showed an insignificant 0.3 micrograms
per deciliter difference between participants who ate
wild game harvested with traditional ammunition and
non-hunters in the control group."

NSSF cited recent US Fish & Wildlife Service
statistics that show the number of breeding bald eagle
pairs in this country increased 724% between 1981
and 2006, and that other raptor populations "are
soaring" across the country.

"Needlessly restricting or banning traditional
ammunition absent sound science will hurt wildlife
conservation efforts as fewer hunters take to the
field," said NSSF Senior Vice President and General
Counsel Lawrence G. Keane in a statement. "Hunters
and their ammunition have done more for wildlife
than the CBD ever will. And the CBD's scientifically
baseless petition and endless lawsuits against state
and federal wildlife managers certainly do not serve
the wildlife that the organization claims to protect."

Gun Week has experimented with non-lead
projectiles in hunting ammunition, and found them to
be as accurate as lead-core hunting bullets in range
tests. Nosler's E-Tip, for example, is made with
gilding metal and has a polymer tip to aid in quick
expansion. Likewise, Hornady's GMX is made from
gilding metal and the company's website says the
bullet-is "California compatible."

Speer's entry is called the TNT-Green, designed
for varmint hunters.

Waterfowl hunters have had to use non-toxic shot
for at least two decades, with substitutes developed
from steel, bismuth and tin compounds.

Even the military is switching over to non-lead
bullets. Earlier this summer, the Army began
shipping 1 million rounds of "green" 5.56mm NATO
ammunition to troops deployed in Afghanistan.

NSSF noted that a ban on hunting ammunition
would have serious ramifications on the federal aid to
wildlife restoration program known as "Pittman-
Robertson." There is an 11-percent excise tax on the
sale of ammunition. Revenue from this tax is
apportioned to the states for use in wildlife programs.

"The bald eagle's recovery," NSSF said in a
statement, "considered to be a truly great conservation
success story, was made possible and funded by
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hunters using traditional ammunition—the very
ammunition organizations like the CBD are now
demonizing." The New GUN WEEK, September 1, 2010

Cop shot over fishing beef
From the "Hook, Line and Bonehead" file comes

the story out of eastern Washington involving a teen
allegedly fishing without a license who reportedly
upped that beef to attempted murder.

How did things get that far out of hand?
According to the Seattle Times, it required a turn due
south by the suspect, identified as 18-year-old Jose J.
Garcia-Meraze, with his father not far behind. The
older man, Nicholas Garcia-Godinez, 60, is charged
with assault in the incident for allegedly pulling a
knife on the game cop.

This fiasco started with a routine fishing license
check by the wildlife officer at Crab Creek in
Washington's Grant County on the evening of July 17.
He approached Garcia-Meraze, who had been fishing
without a license, the newspaper reported.

But this relatively simple violation was about to
turn into a major case because Garcia-Meraze
obviously did not want to take a ticket. The game cop
escorted the teen back toward his car and he pulled a
gun on the officer and aimed it at him. Then the
father came up with a drawn knife.

The teen jumped into a car and made tracks
toward a police vehicle, and fired some shots. One
round went through the driver's door of the patrol car,
and an officer shot back.

The suspect vehicle continued toward Ephrata,
several miles north of 1-90 that runs through the
middle of Washington's Columbia Basin, but the
vehicle stalled near the town and the teen was
arrested.

Not only are the father and son facing serious
criminal charges, they apparently are in trouble with
immigration authorities. The New GUN WEEK, September 1,

2010

Man jailed in 'wrong' drive-by
From the "How Stupid Is That?" file comes the

story out of King County, WA, where a man
identified by the Seattle PostIntelligencer online
edition as Andrew Michael Cox was jailed for
allegedly doing a drive-by shooting...at the wrong
house.

Cox hails from rural Preston, about 20 miles east
of Seattle in the Cascade foothills The newspaper

reported that Cox was allegedly gunning for the ex-
boyfriend of his girlfriend, whom he had apparently
been harassing the previous day.

It was not clear why the harassment occurred, but
what authorities do know is that the suspect drove to
the Lake Sarnmamish Parkway north of Issaquah and
fired several rounds at a house near where he expected
to find the ex-boyfriend at about 2:30 a.m. on May 28.

However, that home is occupied by a family and
one of the bullets went through a bathroom that is
reportedly used by the homeowner's daughter.

Naturally, Cox made tracks immediately but he
was not so fast that nobody caught up to him It took
some time for the cops to put everything together—
they needed a search warrant to enter Cox's Preston
residence—and in late July, they clamped the
handcuffs on him and carted him off to the King
County Jail. The New GUN WEEK, September 1, 2010

Man killed-at Night Out
Nobody in Paterson, NJ, will be giving a man

identified as Marlon Rochester any kind of good
citizenship award after what he allegedly did on the
night of Aug. 3.

That's when, according to authorities and Fox
News in New York, he is supposed to have fatally
shot Robert Godfrey, 39, during an argument.
Rochester, 30, faces the murder charge and weapons
offenses.

A published report said Godfrey and Rochester
were having a heated argument when Rochester
allegedly drew a handgun and shot Godfrey once in
the head. Godfrey was attending a block party on
National Night Out. The neighborhood had turned out
for the event, and the shooting occurred just before
midnight.

The block party was observing the 27th
anniversary of National Night Out, which was created
to focus public attention on crime. The New GUN WEEK,

September 1, 2010

Ex-NYPD cops reportedly 'foxy'
Up to 24 retired NYPD cops, some already getting

tax-free disability pensions, are being investigated for
allegedly feigning mental illness to add Social
Security benefits "to their juicy incomes—even as
they declared themselves sane enough to pack a
pistol," The New York Post reported.

The insane mixed messages have set off a
corruption probe at police headquarters and prompted
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the feds to target the retirees, as well as their lawyers
and psychiatrists, sources told the newspaper. The New

GUN WEEK, September 1, 2010

Banks frown on mass murder
The attorney for Maj. Nidal Hasan, the man

charged with last year's deadly shooting rampage at
Fort Hood in Texas, says his client, who is still on the
military's payroll, can't find a bank willing to cash his
checks.

According to ABC News, while Hasan sits in jail
in Belton, TX, waiting for his next hearing in
October, his lawyer, John Galligan, has been
shopping around banks trying to find a financial
institution willing to take on his client as a customer,
so far without luck. The New GUN WEEK, September 1, 2010

Truckers, gun groups sue over California
ammo regulation

An independent truckers' association has joined
forces with gun rights groups to challenge a new law
in California that will ban interstate shipment of
handgun ammunition that is not transferred in face-to-
face transactions.

The lawsuit was filed in US District Court for the
Eastern District of Califor nia in Sacramento.

Joining with the National Rifle Association,
Folsom Shooting Club and Calguns Foundation in this
lawsuit is the Owner Operator Independent Drivers
Association. Two individual truckers are also
plaintiffs in the case to challenge the new law, which
takes effect next February

Under the statute, signed last year by Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger, it will be illegal to transfer handgun
ammunition other than a face-to-face transaction.
There are also requirements that shippers confirm that
the recipients may legally receive the ammunition.

"California legislators have become accustomed to
trampling the rights of California's gun community,"
noted Gene Hoffman, chairman of The Calguns
Foundation. "However, this time they've taken that
recklessness into a field that will hurt every
Californian. AB-962 will slow down everyone who
orders goods online or buys goods at a retail store."
The New GUN WEEK, September 1, 2010

FL newspaper sees 'skyrocketing' carry
applications

A newspaper in Ocala, FL, recently discovered that
a lot of Sunshine State residents are packing heat, and

more want to.
According to the Ocala Star-Banner, between July

1, 2009 and June 30, 2010, the state Department of
Agriculture and Consumer Services issued 1,912
licenses in Alachua County, and a similar number in
neighboring Marion County. Ten years ago, the
agency issued only 258 licenses in Alachua County.

Also over the year from July 2009 through the end
of June this year, Florida issued 175,555 new
concealed carry licenses, the newspaper reported. Ten
years ago, that number was a comparatively pitiful
25,352 licenses.

Because of the spike in license applications, the
department had trouble issuing them in the mandatory
90 days, and sometimes took as much as four months
to issue the licenses. There was a two-month backlog,
and the agency had to hire part-time workers to pick
up the slack. The New GUN WEEK, September 1, 2010

OR sheriff won't appeal CHL ruling
The sheriff of Oregon's Jackson County decided

not to appeal a June state Court of Appeals ruling that
requires his office to release the names of private
citizens who have concealed handgun licenses (CHLs)
in his county.

According to the Medford Mail Tribune, Sheriff
Mike Winters agreed to release the names of CHL
holders from 2006 and 2007 to the newspaper, and the
county also agreed to pay the newspaper's legal
expenses for the court battle. The case could have
gone to the Oregon State Supreme Court.

The newspaper said it wanted the information in
relation to its coverage of a lawsuit filed by South
Medford High School teacher Shirley Katz, who
wanted to have a handgun with her for protection
against an ex-spouse. She had filed several restraining
orders against him.

At the time, in 2007, it was reported that the then-
44-year-old Katz was also concerned about
Columbine-style school attacks. When the school
board prohibited her from having the gun on campus,
she sued. The case was eventually dismissed.

While Winters did not appeal the ruling on CHL
disclosures, the newspaper reported that he has done
so in a different appellate court ruling that he did not
have legal grounds to deny a CHL to a woman who
was also a medical marijuana card holder.

In 2008, Winters denied Cynthia Willis' gun permit
application. He asserted at the time that issuing a carry
license to Winters would violate federal laws that
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prohibit firearms possession by drug users.
But the Jackson County Circuit Court ruled that the

sheriff would not violate the federal statute, and that
ruling was upheld by the appeals court in June, the
newspaper said. The court ruled that the law allows
states to set their own guidelines on firearms
possession, and that in this case, Willis had complied
with the state CHL statute when she sought the
license. The New GUN WEEK, September 1, 2010

CA open carry advocates ousted in
Redondo Beach

A group of gunowners who gathered on Aug. 7 on
the Redondo Beach Pier to extol the virtues of the
Second Amendment found themselves confronting a
different hot-button legal issue: Redondo Beach
Municipal Code 4-35.20 (a), according to the Los
Angeles Times.

Passed by the City Council in May, the ordinance
prohibits guns in public parks. The city attorney says
the pier is a park. Members of South Bay Open Carry,
an organization that promotes a California law that
allows people to openly carry unloaded weapons, say
the pier is a commercial district.

What's more, they contend that the city's ordinance
oversteps state law by adding parks to the types of
public venues where open carry isn't allowed, such as
schools and public buildings.

A bill approved in the state Assembly would all
but prohibit civilians from openly carrying handguns.
The New GUN WEEK, September 1, 2010

Top WA anti-gun leader rebuffed over op-
ed column

Washington state's most ardent gun prohibitionist,
Washington CeaseFire President Ralph Fascitelli,
encountered a rough audience of readers recently
when he used a double-killing at a state park east of
Seattle to re-launch demands for certain gun control
measures long on the group's wish list.

A gunfight that involved several people with gang
ties in the Seattle area left two men de at Lake
Sammamish State Park in July. it is legal to carry
licensed, concealed handguns in state parks, but it
appears only one of the combatants—a non-gang
member who was one of the casualties—had a state
concealed pistol license. The other dead man may or
may not have been armed, and if he was, it would
have been illegal because he had a felony conviction.

That man's cousin, who allegedly fired a gun at the
park during the melee, was later arrested for a
firearms violation because police found guns in his
home, and he also has felony convictions.

But when Fascitelli wrote his opinion piece for the
Seattle Times on July 28, reaction was swift and tilted
unfavorably against him He called for a ban on guns
in state parks and for random spot checks by park
rangers to guarantee compliance. He also wanted
legislation cracking down on gun shows, although
there is no indication that the shooting had anything
to do with gun shows.

Not only was the online "Reader Feedback"
column jammed with nearly 120 comments, the
column generated several letters to the editor. One
man complained that Fascitelli "must have lost his
marbles." Readers reminded the anti-gunner that
warrantless searches are illegal.

Most readers reminded Fascitelli that criminals do
not obey gun laws.

Only a few people seemed to side with Fascitelli.
His proposal to ban guns in state, county and city

parks may gain some traction, however, because two
weeks later and about 300 miles away in the Tri-
Cities area of south-central Washington, another park
shooting occurred during a confrontation between
several men at Pasco's Chiawana Park, according to
the Tri-Cities Herald.

The Aug. 1 incident left one man wounded after
several people pulled guns and began shooting. One
police officer patrolling in the park area managed to
round up five suspects, the newspaper said. The New

GUN WEEK, September 1, 2010

MA lawmakers OK measure to bypass
Electoral College

A law that would allow Massachusetts to bypass the
constitutionally mandated Electoral College system, making sure
it's the popular vote that determines the winner of the presidential
election, was approved by the state legislature.

The bill, which passed on a 28-to-9 vote, now heads to the
desk of Gov. Deval Patrick (D), who has said he supports the
measure, The Boston Globe reported. The legislation previously
was enacted by the Massachusetts House.

The law would require all 12 of the state's electoral votes be
awarded to the presidential candidate who receives the most
votes nationally

If Patrick signs the bill, it would be a victory for activists who
have been campaigning in other states to get similar legislation
passed. Supporters say the current Electoral College system is
arcane and outdated and causes candidates to campaign in
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battleground states while largely ignoring the rest of the country,

reported PoliticsDaily.com.
Illinois, New Jersey, Hawaii, Maryland, and

Washington have already approved the legislation,
according to the advocacy group National Popular
Vote. The New GUN WEEK, September 1, 2010

Debate between gun control and right to
survive continues

by Joseph P. Tartaro, Executive Editor

There is an essential dichotomy that governs
consideration of gun control. The two prongs of this
issue are like railroad tracks. They are inseparable.
They run parallel to one another to the horizon, but,
for many, they don't seem to meet. Or do they?

The one rail is the issue of what is generally called
"gun control" but is really a codified policy regarding
who may or may not have access to personal small
arms. The concept of such controls is not a new idea,
nor even a recent idea. It is ancient as we shall see in
a moment. It is also universal in that it has been tried
in many nations and cultures over eons. And the
results have generally been disastrous to the people
who are not in power.

The other rail concerns the right to survive. Or, as
it is enshrined in the Declaration of Independence—
the philosophical document on which the Constitution
is based—"life" as in "Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of
Happiness."

In other words: Survival, the right to live and keep
living; the right to ward off attacks that threaten your
life, as an individual, and as a people.

The right to self-defense—as an individual or as a
people or culture—is universal. It is embraced by
most of the world's major religions, and by scholars
and philosophers through the ages.

It is the preeminent right because it is so
fundamental.

It says you have the right to do almost anything to
save your life or the life of someone close to 'you
when you are faced with immediate death or severe
bodily harm.

It means that you have moral and ethical right to
seriously injure or take the life of the person or
persons attacking you, or someone close to you. In
fact, in some religious teachings, it is not only a right
to stop the attack, but an obligation.

Now, this poses the question of how you may
defend yourself, by what means, and the general
answer is by any reasonable means. If someone
comes at you with personal weapons—hands and
feet, punches and kicks, can you immediately employ
a knife or handgun?

The answer may be generally no, or yes. It depends
on whether you are physically able to respond with
like personal force.

If you cannot respond in kind, because of a
disparity in size, age, infirmity, whatever, between you
and your attacker, you would be right in using a
superior tool, baseball bat, kitchen knife or a gun.

If the attacker comes at you with a knife, obviously
you can and should respond with a gun. We've all
heard the axiom about not bringing a knife to a gun
fight.

Of course, the laws of a particular state may detail
this more succinctly. But there is ample provision in
law for both justifiable homicide and excusable
homicide, usually based on a "reasonable person"
standard.

By that I mean, what would any other reasonable
person have done in the same situation.

In the police community, this is discussed as a
"continuum of force."

Let's trace that continuum in a household break-in,
a home invasion.

It is the middle of the night. You are awakened by
a noise, the dog, an alarm.

But you are awake and you are frightened by the
noise of someone or several someone’s in your home
that shouldn't be there.

They may think you are not home.
Fine, the first thing you do is announce your

presence. You can do that by simply shouting, "Who's
there."

If the intruder does not answer and makes no move
to leave, or attempts to approach you, you're next
defensive response is verbal.

You can tell them to get out immediately. You can
tell them you are calling the police. You can blow a
whistle or trigger an alarm.

But if the person does not respond, does not begin
to leave and advances on you, your next response has
to be physical, if you are able. By this time your
adrenalin is charging through the roof.

If, however, you can now see the marauder(s) and
he/she/they is approaching with a club, pipe, knife,
gun or even a piece of rope in hand, what do you do?
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You've already called 9-1-1. You've already
sounded an alarm. You may have already retreated to
a safe room.

But there is no one who can help you in time if the
intruder is across the room, or just a few steps away.

What will you do?
If you are someone who has thought about this

moment before and has decided you could not harm
or even take the life of someone who is attacking
you—or your brother or sister—or your mother or
father. If you have decided that you would rather give
up your life, or the life of someone you love, rather
than harm another human being, so be it. You'll just
be another crime statistic.

However, if you have decided that you can and
will resist such an unjust attack on your life, or the
life of another, you should have to have the means to
do so. And that means probably will include a
handgun.

Even five of nine members of the US Supreme
Court have agreed not once, but twice that a gun,
usually a handgun, is the most common and
reasonable tool for self-defense against predatory
attack.

All of this is why the issue of survival keeps
running parallel to the debate on firearms policy. It's
as basic as that.

Bear in mind that the courts have also said that the
police have no obligation to provide protection or
come to the aid of any individual. A multiple rape
case in Washington, DC, not too many years ago got
all the way to the Supreme Court. And the court
found for the city and police, not the women victims
who had sued.

As it happens at the time, Washington, DC, had
the most stringent gun control laws in the United
States. You could not keep a loaded and unlocked
handgun, rifle or shotgun in your home or place of
business. You could not even buy a handgun that had
not been registered prior to enactment of the law in
1976.

Since the high court's Heller decision, a very small
percentage of the residents of the nation' capital city
have been able to acquire handguns to keep in their
homes.

Chicago had similar restraints on the means to
self-defense, and the Supreme Court has also struck
down those laws. And, even as this is written, a few
residents of the Windy City are in the process of
regaining the means to self-defense.

But the battle against state and local governments
that deny people the best means to survival are not
over. The struggle goes on in the courts.

The laws against the means to survival are already
being challenged in several states and there is no
guarantee that all of those gun control laws will be
overturned any time soon. And, as has happened in
Chicago, the powerful gun grabbers who hide behind
their armed body guards, or who are armed because
of special laws that apply to their political status, will
continue to try to deny the general public the free
choice to obtain the best means to survival.

And thus, the debate between gun control and
survival continues. The railroad tracks stretch far into
the future. The New GUN WEEK, September 1, 2010

McDonald ruling alarms editors of national
Catholic weekly

In an editorial dated Aug. 2, America magazine, the
national Catholic weekly, raised alarms about
expansion of gun rights in the wake of the Supreme
Court's 5-4 ruling in McDonald v. City of Chicago that
incorporated the Second Amendment to limit state and
local gun control measures.

The ruling slid not strike down any gun laws,
including Chicago's handgun ban, but the Catholic
magazine's editors lamented that "Now, gun groups
are intent on challenging restrictive laws around the
nation and on expanding so-called open-carry and
concealed weapons initiatives. The governor of
Louisiana has signed into law a provision that allows
people to carry handguns into churches. Virginia
permits gun owners to carry their weapons into
establishments that serve liquor."

However, the editorial also assured readers that,
"The gun violence prevention community is working
to prevent such laws and to counter the gun lobby's
illusory message that more guns make us safer."

The 766-word editorial noted that in the wake of
the McDonald ruling, "Chicago Mayor Richard Daley
proposed alternative restrictions that he hopes will
pass muster." The editors acknowledged that the new
regulations immediately drew a lawsuit from firearms
retailers in the state.

Also, the editorial quoted Kristen Rand with the
anti-gun Violence Policy Center lamenting that the
lawsuits following the McDonald ruling are likely to
"force cities, counties and states to expend scarce
resources to defend longstanding, effective public
safety laws."
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"New York City's stringent gun laws are almost
sure to be challenged, as are New Jersey's," the
magazine predicted.

Indeed, the editors apparently penned their remarks
before the Second Amendment Foundation (SAF)
filed a lawsuit in New York's Westchester County on
behalf of two local residents over denial of their gun
permit applications because they could not
demonstrate sufficient "good cause." SAF a week later
filed a similar lawsuit in Maryland, challenging that
state's denial of a license renewal because the
applicant could not show good cause to have a firearm
for personal protection outside the home.

SAF has also challenged an emergency clause in
North Carolina that allows the suspension of gun
rights outside the home during a declared emergency.

The Catholic editors noted that New Jersey last
year adopted a one-gun-permonth statute that requires
a handgun buyer to first obtain a police-issued permit
for each handgun purchase.

"On the West coast," the magazine said, "California
also expects challenges by gun-rights groups. It has
long had statewide restrictions on the sale and
possession of military-style automatic weapons. Los
Angeles' limits are among the most stringent: they ban
the sale or transfer of easily concealed weapons and
cheap handguns. Overall, the state's strict laws have
proven successful. Since 1993, the mortality rate from
gun-related deaths there has fallen 20 percent more
than in the rest of the nation."

"The gun violence prevention community is
working to...counter the gun lobby's illusory message
that more guns make us safer," the editorial
concluded. "The Centers for Disease Control has
reported that American children age 14 and under are
16 times more likely than children in other
industrialized nations to be murdered with a gun and
11 times more likely to commit suicide with a gun.
Statistics like these suggest the need for more and
better, rather than fewer and weaker, gun control
laws." The New GUN WEEK, September 1, 2010

San Francisco supervisor pushing
ammunition registry

San Francisco Supervisor Michela Alioto-Pier has
announced plans to push for an ammunition registry
because, according to the San Francisco Examiner, she is
"attempting to get around California law that currently
prohibits cities from creating a gun registry"

The Citizens Committee for the Right to Keep and Bear

Arms (CCRKBA) immediately announced that if the city
adopts a registration ordinance, it will file a lawsuit.

Alioto-Pier called the move an effort to "try and crack
down on gun violence."

But CCRKBA Chairman Alan Gottlieb fired back,
calling her plan "a de facto registration scheme hiding
behind a make-believe effort to crack down on violent
crime, and she knows it."

"It would seem to me," he said, "that with the state's
economy in tatters, cutbacks in public safety budgets and
federal courts mandating that more criminals must be
released from prisons that the city would not make it
harder for citizens to defend themselves. But in San
Francisco, it is politically fashionable to penalize honest
people for the misbehavior of the criminal element. It
makes you wonder whose side the government is on."

According to the newspaper, CCRKBA would not be
alone if legal action arises. The newspaper reported that
state gun rights advocates said the plan "would make San
Francisco a target for lawsuits... again."

The California legislature last year adopted a statute
that prohibits ammunition sales on-line, and requires that
retailers keep records of ammunition sales.

At least two lawsuits have been filed which challenge
the state ammunition law.

Chuck Michel, an attorney for the California Rifle and
Pistol Association, and occasionally the National Rifle
Association, was quoted by The Examiner noting, "San
Francisco needs to look in the mirror. They like to
champion themselves as civil rights advocates, but if they
don't represent what's confirmed is a fundamental right to
bear arms, they are being hypocritical."

Gottlieb noted that the proposal carries with it no small
amount of irony. San Francisco will be hosting the Gun
Rights Policy Conference later this month. The annual
event will be held at the Airport Hyatt Regency on the
weekend of Sept. 24-26. Gun rights advocates and experts
from across the nation will gather for the conference,
which is free.

"You can bet we'll be discussing this at our
conference," Gottlieb said. "Ms. Alioto-Pier has an open
invitation to attend and explain her scheme to a room full
of experts."

Two years ago, the city was sued by CCRKBA and the
National Rifle Association over an ordinance that
prohibited possession of firearms in parks, hospitals, sports
stadiums and recreation centers. In 2005, NRA and the
Second Amendment Foundation sued to nullify the city's
gun ban, adopted after passage of a proposition on the
previous November's ballot. And in the early 1980s, the
Second Amendment Foundation had successfully sued the
city to overturn a handgun ban enacted when Sen. Dianne
Feinstein was mayor of San Francisco. The New GUN
WEEK, September 1, 2010
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Housing authority ‘waves white flag' on
gun ownership

The Wilmington, DE, Housing Authority (WHA)
suspended its ban on firearm ownership by tenants
because of a recent US Supreme Court decision and a
National Rifle Association-funded lawsuit filed in
May that charges the ban is unconstitutional,
according to attorneys and officials.

The New Castle News-Journal reported that WHA
Executive Director Frederick Purnell Sr. said an
outright ban still would be in the best interest of
public safety, but after a reviewing the recent high
court ruling that tossed out a handgun ban in Chicago,
"We felt we had no choice but to amend the
policy....We are going to comply with the law but
hopefully, from a managerial standpoint,,we will be
able to put some controls in place to keep residents as
safe as possible."

The WHA now is in the process of adopting new
regulations related to firearms in WHA buildings and
will be accepting public comments before they are
enacted, the newspaper reported.

The reaction among some of the WHA's 3,500
tenants in more than 16 buildings and dozens of town
houses was sharply divided, with some literally
cheering the change and others cursing it.

But despite the apparent resolution of the main
issue—the right to legally possess a gun in public
housing—is expected to continue for some time, the
newspaper reported. The New GUN WEEK, September 1,
2010

Malvo talks and press admits gun was
stolen in Tacoma shop

When Lee Boyd Malvo, surviving member of the
Beltway Sniper team that included former Tacoma,
WA, resident John Allan Muhammad, spoke to A&E
cable network about their string of crimes, it was
finally acknowledged by the Associated Press that the
rifle used by the pair in their 2002 killings had been
stolen from a Tacoma gun shop.

Muhammad was executed last November for the
crimes, and Malvo is serving a life prison sentence
because he was 17 at the time.

The Bull's Eye Shooters' Supply was demonized by
the press for months because the gun was traced back
to the shop after Malvo and Muhammad were arrested
in northern Maryland. At the time, the shop had no
record of the rifle being sold. Making matters worse,

the gun was stolen from a display counter, and nobody
noticed even though it was fitted with several
accessories.

The former Bull's Eye owner, Brian Borgelt, lost
his federal firearms license and sold the store, which is
now remodeled and still in the same location.
Throughout the ordeal, Borgelt continually reminded
people that he was a crime victim in the case because
the rifle had been stolen.

Malvo told actor William Shatner in an A&E
special that there had originally been two other men
who planned to participate. However, when they
backed out, he claimed, Muhammad killed one in
retaliation.

The Beltway Snipers were linked to at least 27
shootings and 17 slayings in ten states and the District
of Columbia in 2002. Their first killing is believed to
have been a Tacoma woman, murdered by mistake in
an attempt to kill the woman's aunt. The New GUN
WEEK, September 1, 2010

Senate confirms Kagan 63-37, but high
court `balance' remains

by Dave Workman, Senior Editor

When the US Senate confirmed Elena Kagan on a
63-37 vote, it left intact the existing "balance" on the
Supreme Court, with four conservatives, four liberals
and Justice Anthony Kennedy providing the
increasingly important swing vote.

For gunowners, this may not be a significant
confirmation, although it does signal that the high
court has a younger liberal, whom some opposing
senators fear will become a radical activist during her
lifetime tenure. That could be a long time, as Kagan
is only 50 years old.

Joining the Senate Democrat majority, minus
Nebraska's Sen. Ben Nelson, were Republicans
Lindsey Graham of South Carolina, Olympia Snowe
and Susan Collins (both of Maine), Richard Lugar
(IN) and Judd Gregg (NH). All five GOP defections
were predicted, and Graham has come under
blistering criticism in his home state for the vote.
Graham was the only Republican on the Senate
Judiciary Committee to support Kagan at the
confirmation hearings.

Several Republicans, led by Arkansas Sen. Jeff
Sessions, expressed concerns over Kagan's attitude
toward the Second Amendment. It is anticipated that
she will side with court liberals Sonia Sotomayor,
Ruth Bader Ginsburg and Stephen Breyer, who joined
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in the dissent in McDonald v. City of Chicago, which
incorporated the Second Amendment to the states via
the 14th Amendment's Due Process clause in June.

Sotomayor was confirmed last year by a 68-31
vote, indicating there may have been a bit of "buyer
remorse" in this new confirmation, after Senate
members had watched Sotomayor for a full term.

Reuters news service noted in its coverage of the
confirmation that the Sotomayor and Kagan
appointments "underscore an effort by Obama to
move the court to the left after Republican President
George W. Bush nominated a pair of conservative
judges to the bench."

Sessions had criticized Kagan's nomination by
Obama for being "someone who shares his
progressive, elitist vision and is willing to advance it
from the bench."

Freshman Sen. Scott Brown (R-MA) joined the
opposition, noting that Kagan lacks judicial
experience.

"When it comes to the Supreme Court," Brown
said, "experience matters. No classroom can
substitute for the courtroom itself."

Kagan worked on gun-related policy issues in the
Clinton administration and earlier, as a clerk to
Justice Thurgood Marshall she indicated she was not
sympathetic with the claim of a Washington, DC,
resident that the city's handgun ban violated his
Second Amendment rights. It was precisely that issue
which led the Supreme Court in 2008 to affirm the
Second Amendment as an individual civil right,
striking down the District of Columbia's longstanding
handgun ban as unconstitutional.

The court's makeup could become critical over the
horizon, as gun rights organizations challenge state
and local firearms statutes and ordinances in an effort
to define what constitutes a "reasonable" gun
regulation.

Several cases have been filed in the wake of the
McDonald ruling, including at least three cases by the
Second Amendment Foundation, which won the
landmark case against Chicago. Those cases are
challenging gun regulations in North Carolina, New
York and Maryland. The New GUN WEEK, September 1, 2010

Wisconsin DNR managers plan 4-year
whitetail mortality study

by Dave Workman, Senior Editor

Two major whitetail deer studies will be launched
in 2011 by the Wisconsin Department of Natural

Resources (DNR) to determine whether predators,
disease, winter mortality or hunting is responsible for
a major downturn in the state's deer population.

One study will concentrate on buck predation and
survival rates beginning in January and the other will
focus on fawn survival and recruitment, starting in
May.

The buck project will cost about $1.5 million,
including $1.14 million in federal wildlife restoration
(Pittman-Robertson) monies and another $400,000 in
state funds, the latter which will be used to pay
University of Wisconsin graduate students who help
with the research. Another $360,000 in federal
funding has been allocated for the fawn study.

According to The Northwestern newspaper in
Oshkosh, this represents the most expensive and
comprehensive deer study mounted in Wisconsin.
The major focus of the deer study will be in
Shawano, Waupaca and Outagamie counties, and in
Clam Lake-area management units.

Over the past few years, the DNR has been under
fire from some hunters because the agency reportedly
miscalculated the whitetail deer population following
the hard winter of 2007-2008. The miscalculation
may have been as high as 50%. One result of this has
been a threatened boycott of hunting by some land
owners who say they will close their lands to hunters
this fall.

Deer sightings have been way down, according to
some hunters, and harvest data from the past three
seasons appears to confirm that. Last year's total
harvest, according to DNR figures obtained by Gun
Week, was 329,103 animals. That was a significant
drop from the 2008 harvest of 451,884 whitetails, and
even more dramatically lower than the 2007 kill of
518,573 deer. Even back in 2006, Wisconsin deer
hunters toppled 506,947 animals, so the 2008-2009
decline has gotten their attention.

The studies will hopefully help game managers
determine whether hunting, predation, disease,
highway collisions or hard winter weather is
responsible, or if the decline in deer is the result of a
combination of factors.

Last year, the DNR quizzed hunters about deer
sightings, and the response was heavy, according to
the newspaper. More than 300,000 deer registration
stubs and observations were reported to the agency's
website.

DNR biologists will attach radio collars and ear
tags to 150 bucks in each of the four study areas, the
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newspaper said, while next spring, 50 fawns will be
trapped and tagged to watch their survival rates until
the fall deer season opens. The buck study will span
at least four years while the fawn research will cover
two years. The New GUN WEEK, September 1, 2010

Florida flap over pediatrician's question
about `gun in house

by Dave Workman, Senior Editor

An Ocala, FL, pediatrician landed in the spotlight
recently for reportedly declining to provide services
to a family because the mother refused to answer a
question about whether the family had guns in the
home.

Gun Week tried to contact Dr. Chris Okonkwo but
was advised by his office that he was away for several
days.

According to the Ocala Star Banner, the flap
involved Tom and Amber Ullman, who have three
children. The newspaper reported that Amber had
been at the offices of Children's Health of Ocala
when she was asked a series of questions by Dr.
Okonkwo. The last question, regarding the Unmans'
4month-old baby was whether there was a gun in the
house. Okonkwo is reportedly the facility's medical
director.

Amber refused to answer and was allegedly told
that she had 30 days to find another pediatrician. The
story was originally reported by WKMG 6 in
Orlando, the newspaper said.

Ullman told the Ocala newspaper that "Whether I
have a gun has nothing to do with the health of my
child."

Okonkwo told the newspaper that families are
questioned about guns in the home as a safety
precaution.

"The purpose is to give advice," he was quoted as
stating. "I don't tell them to get rid of the guns. The
purpose is to give advice."

However, some pro-gun physicians have called
this sort of question a "boundary violation" because it
does not directly relate to treating patients. Dr.
Michael Brown, a Vancouver, WA, optometrist and
founding member of Doctors for Sensible Gun Laws
(DSGL) told Gun Week that he was "surprised that
this sort of thing is still going on."

A few years ago, a nasty debate erupted among the
ranks of members of the American Medical
Association. The debate died down when leadership
changed in the organization.

"Anti-gun activity in the medical profession
peaked about ten years ago and has declined to the
point that it has not been an issue for the last few
years," Brown recalled. "Doctors should be aware
that some gunowners may be sensitive to this kind of
question due to the long history of demonization by
the media and various politicians."

Another group, founded by California physician
Dr. Timothy Wheeler—Doctors for Responsible Gun
Ownership (DRGO)— also confronted the anti-gun
sentiment.

"Some doctors who have a strong antigun mindset
have used their position to influence their patient's
opinions about gun ownership and proper usage,"
Brown acknowledged via e-mail. "While they may
feel that this is a valid part of a risk-analysis
questionnaire, DSGL feels this is a clear boundary
violation, similar to asking your patients what political
party they support. Gun accidents are really quite rare
compared to many other risks such as backyard
swimming pools and household chemicals. If you
remove the political motivation, it isn't really worth a
doctor's time to bring up the issue."

Ullman told the newspaper that asking about guns
is "a very invasive and a very personal question."

Some firearms rights activists contend that unless a
physician is also a certified firearms instructor, he or
she has no business asking about guns in the home or
offering gun safety advice. And that's where Marion
Hammer, executive director of the Unified Sportsmen
of Florida and a former president of the National Rifle
Association, steps in.

Hammer told Gun Week that she will push for
legislation that would prohibit physicians from asking
questions about guns in the home. She said
maintaining that information in a file would consti-
tute, in her opinion, a form of de facto gun
registration, and that is already illegal in the Sunshine
State.

She noted that the story about the Ullmans'
problem "prompted a number of communications
from people who had been asked the same questions
by their doctors."

"Some said they didn't think it was the doctor's
business," Hammer said, "but they didn't want to get
into a confrontation with the doctor, so they just lied.

"If these doctors are writing it in the record, and
keeping a record of the names and addresses of
patients who own guns," she continued, "that's a form
of registration, and under Florida law that's a
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felony....When we say 'don't register guns,' don't
register guns."

According to the Ocala newspaper, Okonkwo
insisted that he also asks parents about swimming
pools at the home, to offer safety tips to prevent
accidental drowning. He apparently has been making
those inquiries for about three years.

This apparently is on his own initiative, and not
part of a nationally-directed trend, Dr. Brown
indicated.

"I haven't seen any signs that the AMA is pushing
any new anti-gun initiatives," Brown said. "The
doctor in this case may have been influenced by the
guidelines issued a decade ago by various medical
organizations which essentially made it OK for
doctors to push their own beliefs about gun
ownership onto their patients. Since these guidelines
were based on faulty information, it makes sense that
they have not been widely followed." The New GUN

WEEK, September 1, 2010

Ohio gunowner group reports on judge's
anti-handgun view

A Franklin County, OH, common pleas judge is
under fire from one of the state's most active gun
rights organizations for having revealed his anti-gun
philosophy from the bench during sentencing of two
men over gun crimes.

Common Pleas Judge John F. Bender has been
criticized by the Buckeye Firearms Association's
(BFA) Gerard Valentino on the organization's website.

According to the Columbus Dispatch, Judge
Bender was handing down the sentence to Cortez L.
Montgomery who pleaded guilty to charges of illegal
firearms possession/in a liquor establishment, and
firearms possession by a convicted felon. Two weeks
earlier, the judge had sentenced Montgomery's
companion, Dwayne A. Stewart.

Montgomery and Stewart had fatally shot Marcus
L. Davis, 31, on Nov. 6, 2009 after Davis drew a
handgun on them at a bar. Surveillance video
reportedly showed that both men had fired after Davis
initiated the confrontation.

But when Judge Bender asked Montgomery why he
was carrying a firearm in the bar, the accused man
acknowledged he had made a "bad decision." That
was when the judge offered a remark that now has him
under fire from gun rights activists.

"If I had my way," the newspaper quoted Judge
Bender, "handguns would be illegal for everyone in

this society except police officers...it destroys society."
That brought a quick reaction from Valentino.
"For a judge, such a view is clearly prejudicial,"

Valentino stated, "and by inserting his unenlightened
and ignorant view of private gun ownership into the
courtroom he is setting a dangerous precedent."

Valentino, author of The Valentino Chronicle–
Observations of a Middle Class Conservative, wrote
on the BFA website that Bender's remarks "put in
question his impartiality when a law-abiding mother
of three, or an elderly man robbed in his own home
appear in his courtroom."

"His words are an admission of a willingness to
insert his biased view on private gun ownership when
considering the facts of a case—a viewpoint that is out
of step with the legal system after the United States
Supreme Court twice ruled that the right to bear arms
is a fundamental individual right," Valentino wrote.

"The American judicial system is predicated on
impartiality, an adherence to the rule of law and the
protection of individual rights as affirmed in the
United States Constitution. When one of the pieces
breaks down it not only threatens the system, but also
threatens individual liberty. Even criminals should
expect a judge to set aside personal views when the
time comes for sentencing and when decisions are
called for during a legal proceeding."

Bender is up for re-election in January, the BFA
noted. The New GUN WEEK, September 1, 2010

Senate Democrats Rush to Pass “Disclose
Act”

by Joseph P. Tartaro, Executive Editor

Sen. Charles Schumer (D-NY) introduced a new
version of the controversial "Disclose Act" (5-3628)
in late July in an effort to help the Democrats pass
legislation they claim will restore transparency to the
federal election process before Congress leaves for its
summer recess.

As this issue of Gun Week went to press, a vote
was imminent on a cloture motion ordered by
Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-NV). The haste over
this legislation, a version of which has already passed
the House with an exemption carved out for the
National Rifle Association, the Sierra Club and some
other large national non-profit groups, is so that the
new law would apply immediately to the mid-term
November elections.

The bill is designed as a response to the Supreme
Court ruling that lifted the campaign financing limits
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imposed by the McCain-Feingold election reform
law. The court ruling had retained disclosure
requirements but allowed corporations, unions and
non-profit organizations to fund print and broadcast
ads supporting or opposing the election of a candidate
in the runup to federal elections and primaries.

The Democrats have the votes to pass a Senate
version of the Disclose Act if they can win a cloture
vote prevent ing a Republican filibuster. However,
even with the seating in the Senate of a temporary
replacement for the late Sen. Robert Byrd of West
Virginia, the Democrats now are back to 59
members, one less than the 60 needed to invoke
cloture. They need at least one Republican senator to
hit the magic number of 60, and they have been trying
to win over that vote, so far unsuccessfully.

But even if they win the cloture vote, the
Democrats have some problems within their own
ranks regarding the House-passed version of the bill.
There are several Senate Democrats who don't want it
with the House-added NRA exemption, and others
probably are hesitant about the bill for other reasons,

If the Senate were to pass the Schumer version, the
same as the House bill without the NRA exemption,
that would send the measure to conference. Theoreti-
cally, at least, the conference committee could come
out with the Disclose Act without the NRA
exemption.

Every rewrite of the Disclose Act seems to raise
new concerns somewhere. Even "reform" groups who
have pushed for such legislation get antsy about some
of the provisions of each draft.

The new Schumer version has raises concerns
because it requires a raft of on-screen or on-air
disclosures notices on radio and TV campaign ads
identifying what groups or individuals are funding
them. John Eggerton of the trade publication
Broadcasting & Cable said the legislation is written
so that the disclosures, which some broadcasters have
argued could take up all of a 15-second spot and most
of a 30, would not apply if the commercial is so short
that it would "constitute a hardship to the person
paying for the communication by requiring a
disproportionate amount of the communications
content to consist of the (disclaimer)."

The bill is also written so that the new
requirements will apply immediately upon passage,
whether or not the Federal Election Commission has
produced regulations to implement it (which would be
hard to do before it passes).

Some observers believe that if the measure passes
and is signed by President Obama, who supports it,
there are several organizations who might
immediately file for injunctive relief, citing violation
of First Amendment rights. It clearly stifles political
expression that is expressly the issue the First
Amend-lent is supposed to protect—not photographs
of crucifixes in buckets of urine or some other such
foolishness.

The National Journal's Eliza Newlin Carney ex-
pressed the view that even the last minute changes
which have been designed to win over opponents may
still not be enough to assure passage. The New GUN

WEEK, August 15, 2010

Gun shop owner sues Daley over gun store
ban

When the June 28 Supreme Court decision in the
McDonald case scuttled Chicago's handgun ban, the
city's leaders decided to enact the most anti-gun law
they could in an attempt to circumvent the court. In
doing so, they committed themselves to a host of new
and costly lawsuits.

Gun Week has reported on several which have
already been filed, and more are to be expected,
usually challenging one or more provisions of
Chicagao's new law. Not every plaintiff will win, but
win, lose or draw, these suits will be costly to city
taxpayers and may give Windy City residents greater
civil rights and self-defense options than they have
had in recent history.

One of the latest of these suits was filed in mid-
July by Joe Franzese, who already operates one gun
shop in Lake Villa, and former US Marine Robert
Zieman Sr. They would like to open other gun stores
inside Chicago city limits, but their business model
has been halted due to new city gun law.

The lawsuit filed by Franzese and Zieman names
the City of Chicago and a number of city officials,
alleging the new ordinances are unconstitutional.
Besides the city itself, the suit names Mayor Richard
M. Daley—as an individual and as mayor,
Superintendent of Police Jody P. Weis, City Clerk
Miguel Del Valle and Maria Georges—as an indi-
vidual and as corporation counsel.

"I filed the lawsuit because I want to sell a legal
product and you can't outlaw a legal product," said
Franzese told the Libertyville Review.

Fran7ese, who has owned Second Amendment
Arms in Lake Villa for two years, then submitted two
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business license applications with the Chicago City
Clerk's office with the intent of opening gun shops in
Lincoln Park and on Michigan Avenue.

"By banning gun shops and the sale (of) handguns,
Chicago and Mayor Daley currently maintain and
actively enforce a set of laws, customs, practices and
policies under color of state law which deprive
individuals, including the plaintiffs, of their right to
keep and bear arms, and engage in commerce by
selling them, lawful products, in violation of the
Second and 14th Amendments to the United States
Constitution," the lawsuit alleges.

Franzese maintains he is "grandfathered in on the
Supreme Court ruling" since he submitted his business
license applications after the old ban was struck down
and before the new ordinances were adopted. The New
GUN WEEK, August 15, 2010

SAF suit seeks to nullify 'good cause'
standard in NY

by Dave Workman, Senior Editor

The Second Amendment Foundation (SAF) and
two New York residents have filed a federal lawsuit
challenging handgun licensing procedures in
Westchester County, just north from New York City,
that result in permit application denials because the
applicants cannot "demonstrate a need" to have a
handgun for personal protection.

One of the two individuals, Alan Kachalsky,
appealed his permit denial to the Appellate Division
of the State Supreme Court, but that court ruled
against him and the Court of Appeals dismissed his
further appeal.

The other plaintiff, Christina Nikolov, was also
denied a handgun permit because she could not
provide any evidence "of any type of threat to her
own safety anywhere."

Attorney Alan Gura is representing the plaintiffs,
along with attorney Vincent Gelardi with Gelardi &
Randazzo of Rye Brook, NY. Gura recently
represented SAF and the

Illinois State Rifle Association in their landmark
Second Amendment Supreme Court victory over the
City of Chicago. That ruling resulted in the
incorporation of the Second Amendment to state and
local governments.

Defendants in the case are New York's
Westchester County, and Susan Cacace and Jeffrey
Cohen, both serving at times as handgun permit
licensing officers. The lawsuit was filed in US

District Court for the Southern District of New York,
White Plains Division.

SAF Executive Vice President Alan Gottlieb told
Gun Week that people should not have to
"demonstrate good cause" before they can exercise
the right to keep and bear arms.

"Our civil rights, including the right to keep and
bear arms, should not be subject to the whims of a
local government or its employees, just because they
don't think someone 'needs' a carry permit," Gottlieb
stated.

He said this lawsuit is not about "arming criminals
or mental defectives."

"But honest citizens with clean records should not
be denied a carry permit out of hand," he insisted.

The case seeks a permanent injunction against
enforcement of a state law that allows carry licenses
to be denied because applicants cannot show "good
cause." New York is one of a handful of states that
still allow authorities to exercise discretionary power
over who gets a handgun license. In most states, the
law requires police or sheriffs to issue carry licenses
or permits to anyone with a cleri background. These
so-called "shall issue" laws were heavily pushed
during the late 1980s and 1990s by the National Rifle
Association and many state-level gun rights
organizations. Now, 39 states have such "right-to-
carry" laws, and only two states—Illinois and
Wisconsin—have no concealed carry statutes at all.

New York's penal code requires handgun carry
permit applicants to "demonstrate good cause for the
issuance of a permit."

The case is filed as Kachalsky v. Cacace, US Dist.
Ct. S.D. N.Y. 10-05413. The New GUN WEEK, August 15,
2010

Foot-dragging' on Chicago`possession'
permits continues

by Dave Workman, Senior Editor

Chicago Mayor Richard Daley and the city council
were quick to adopt a package of restrictive measures
to regulate gun owners in the wake of the Supreme
Court ruling in McDonald v. City of Chicago in June,
but now the city is dragging its feet implementing the
new permit application system.

Initial estimates on when the system would be up
and running to issue the first gun permits had the
process stretching out as much as 51/2 months. That
was described by Chicago Police Superintendent Jody
Weis as a "shake-out period" that had some gun
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activists fuming.
The city is already being sued in federal court by a

state firearms retailers' association over the
complicated and restrictive regulations.

"They are doing exactly what I expected," said
Richard Pearson, executive director of the Illinois
State Rifle Association, a co-plaintiff in the lawsuit
that led to the McDonald ruling, "dragging their feet
in every possible way to deny citizens their Second
Amendment rights. It's business as usual in Chicago."

Daley defended the gun ordinance, insisting that
the city must have "accountability." He also denied
that the city is dragging its feet.

"This is protection of the city from 'lawsuits from
a lot of people," Daley told the Chicago Sun-Times.
"You have to ask for reasonable gun laws. Until the
federal government seizes more illegal guns, that is
the issue."

According to the Chicago Tribune and the Sun-
Times, the city initially has 120 days under the new
ordinance to process permit applications. Weis
warned residents not to bring handguns to the police
department for registration because they cannot be
carried outside the home, including on a porch,
adjacent alleyway or garage.

The ordinance bans gun shops inside the city,
which will also inconvenience residents looking to
buy handguns, once the permitting process is in
operation. Ey the enc of the year, the application time
is supposed to be reduced to 45 days, the Sun-Times
reported.

Under the new ordinance, a $100 fee must be paid
and applicants must provide a valid driver's license or
letter from an optometrist showing they meet
minimum visual standards for operating a motor
vehicle, The Tribune noted. In addition, they must be
fingerprinted and must provide two identical
passport-sized photos taken during the previous 30
days, and a signed affidavit from a firearms instructor
confirming that the applicant has taken a firearms
safety course which must include at least four hours
of instruction and one hour of range time.

There is no place inside the city where someone
can take such a course. City officials made it clear at
the outset they wanted to make the process as
restrictive, and perhaps cumbersome, as possible.

Still, people began showing up at police
headquarters on the first day applications were being
taken, and hundreds of others have called to find out
about the process.

John Riggio, owner of Chuck's Gun Shop in
suburban Riverdale, about seven blocks outside of the
Chicago city limits on the south side, said the new
ordinance creates "a ridiculous amount of hoops to
jump through."

Riggio told Gun Week that he had not yet made up
his mind about whether to offer gun safety courses at
his shop. Chuck's has an indoor gun range, one of a
few within a short distance of the city, but he said
there might be staffing considerations and a number
of other concerns, including liability insurance.

Other gun shop operators in the area indicated
similar concerns to The Tribune.

In addition to needing a Firearm Owners
Identification (FOID) card, Chicago residents must
also obtain a Chicago Firearm Permit (CFP) in order
to legally keep a handgun in the city under the new
ordinance. The FOID is required to register a firearm
in the state.

On the plus side, Riggio said, the CFP application
is available online and may be downloaded from the
police department's website.

"I'm actually surprised they're letting people do
that," he observed.

Riggio was reluctant to actually suggest that the
ordinance was crafted to discourage city residents
from applying, but he reiterated the difficulty of
jumping through several hoops just to exercise a
right.

Once a person gets a permit, they then have five
days in which to register their firearms with the city,
and only one handgun may be registered in any 30-
day period. The New GUN WEEK, August 15, 2010

5 years later, four NO cops charged in post-
Katrina killings

by Dave Workman, Senior Editor

Almost five years after Hurricane Katrina
slammed into New Orleans, LA, leaving the city
devastated and chaotic, four municipal police officers
have been indicted in relation to the shooting deaths
of two people and wounding of several others on the
Danziger Bridge.

Two other officers, both supervisors, were also
charged for allegedly conspiring to cover up the
shootings.

All of the victims were unarmed.
Facing charges that could reportedly bring the

death penalty are Sergeants Kenneth Bowen and
Robert Gisevius, and Officers AnthonyVillavaso and
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Robert Faulcon. The two supervisors were identified
as Gerard Dugue and Arthur Kaufman, according to
USA Today. At least three of the officers had entered
not guilty pleas.

Earlier this year, five other New Orleans police
officers pleaded guilty to joining in a conspiracy to
obstruct justice by helping cover up facts in the
shooting, which came days after the hurricane hit the
city, leaving much of it flooded.

At the time, the city was in chaos, with reports of
some people firing at police and rescue helicopters.
At the same time, however, police officials declared
that citizens would be disarmed and that only police
would be allowed to have guns. It was during that
period when several incidents unfolded in which
police and National Guard troopers forcibly disarmed
residents, sometimes at gunpoint. Many residents
trying to evacuate from the city were stopped at
roadblocks, and their cars either searched for
weapons, or guns were taken if people said they had
firearms.

Soon after, the Second Amendment Foundation
and National Rifle Association joined in a federal
lawsuit to stop the gun seizures. It took the city several
months to acknowledge that it had even confiscated
guns, and months more before the lawsuit was finally
settled. However, the city under then-Mayor Ray
Nagin continued to make it difficult to return firearms
to their owners, and by the time people were able to
access their guns, nearly all of the firearms had rusted
and were otherwise damaged beyond repair.

The shootings that sparked this recent
investigation took the lives of 40- year-old Ronald
Madison, a disabled -man, and 17-year-old James
Brissette. Four other people were wounded in the
Brissette incident on Sept. 4, 2005.

Brissette was fatally shot on the bridge. A short
time later, Madison was shot as he traveled with his
brother, Lance, 49, to check on property belonging to
a relative. The older Madison was forced to his knees
while his brother expired. Madison was allegedly
shot by Faulcon, and was subsequently stomped and
kicked, allegedly by Bowen, USA 7bday reported.

While the shootings and gun confiscations are not
directly linked, they do illustrate the aftermath of the
hurricane, from which many New Orleans residents
chose not to flee but instead rode out. Breaks in the
levees brought widespread flooding to the city, and
civil order quickly deteriorated. Police from many
other agencies, from as far away as California, were

brought in to help restore order. National Guard
troops came from other states, including Oklahoma.

One infamous video showed members of a
California Highway Patrol team body slam elderly
Patricia Konie in order to disarm her and send her to
an emergency shelter, despite the fact that her home
was not seriously damaged, and she had ample food.
The New GUN WEEK, August 15, 2010

Suspect tagged posthumously
Law enforcement authorities in Florida have

missed their chance to prosecute the prime suspect in
a Dec. 23, 2009 homicide because the man they want
in the pokey is already subject to a "higher authority."

He's dead.
David L. Butler was the chief suspect in the

murder of Lincoln Levene last December in a home
invasion robbery that went very bad. Levene died
about an hour after being shot, and a woman in the
home was wounded.

Investigators in Clermont, FL, gathered evidence at
the crime scene for testing by the Department of Law
Enforcement Crime Lab, according to WFTV in
Orlando. Part of that process was a DNA analysis, and
imagine everyone's surprise when a match came back
to Butler.

However, nobody rushed out to round him up
because everybody knew where he was, and will
remain. Butler was killed in March, apparently during
the commission of another home invasion robbery,
the station reported. The New GUN WEEK, August 15, 2010

Killed in TX over lawn mower
Bid a belated farewell to 29-year-old Chris Lopez

of San Antonio, TX, who may go down in history as
a fellow who was fatally shot for trying to steal a
lawn mower.

Well, it's a bit more involved than that, actually,
according to KSAT news. According to published
reports, Lopez actually kicked off this caper by trying
to break into a home in the city, and when that didn't
work out, he attempted to steal the mower from a
carport. That's when he was plugged by the nephew
of the homeowner with a shot fired through a window
in the house. The shot hit Lopez in the chest.

It will come as no surprise to Gun Week readers
that the late Mr. Lopez had something of a history for
residential burglary. And, sure enough, the teenage
sister of the dead man told a reporter that "he was
turning his life around."
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It turns out that the nephew was house sitting for
his uncle, and he was armed with a shotgun. A
neighbor of the homeowner said there have been
recent burglaries in the neighborhood.

The news report indicated that the shooter will
likely not face a criminal charge, especially since the
shooting occurred after Lopez apparently tried to
break into the home through the back door. At that
point, the nephew apparently warned Lopez that the
house was occupied, which prompted the alleged thief
to try taking the mower. The New GUN WEEK, August 15,
2010

There's dumb, and Dumm
Here's a report that shows that sometimes a name

really fits.
Indiana. County, PA, authorities recently charged a

Northern Cambria man with a firearms violation after
alleging he had drugs and a handgun with the serial
number removed in a car they had stopped.

According to local newspapers, the police said that
31-year-old David A. Dumm did not have a license
for the firearm.

Officers found the gun when checking on Dumm
and another man who were in a vehicle parked on
local street at 10:35 a.m. Friday.

Dumm, who reportedly has a long history with
area law enforcement, was arraigned before District
Judge Susanne Steffee of Homer City and lodged in
the Indiana County Jail in lieu of$25,000 bond. The

New GUN WEEK, August 15, 2010

Gator bites man; man cited
The Outdoor Wire recently passed along an

outdoor story with a moral: if something isn't
bothering you, leave it alone.

In this case, an alligator crossing the road in
Sanford, FL, on a July evening got a surprise when a
man decided to catch it and grabbed it by its tail. But
the alligator's surprise was nothing compared to the
man's when the reptile whipped around and bit him
on the leg before running into some bushes.

As if getting bitten once wasn't enough, the man,
who officials said appeared to be intoxicated, reached
into the bushes to grab the gator again, and it obliged
him by biting him, again.

The gator was trying to get to some water when
Dirk Alan Willms, 44, of Sanford, decided to catch it.

Eventually, Willms subdued the 45-inch alligator
and took it to his house. Someone who saw him with

the alligator reported it to the Seminole County
Sheriff's Office, which then called the Florida Fish
and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC).

FWC Law Enforcement Officer Naomii Tye
responded to the call, issued Willms a ticket for
possessing an alligator, a second-degree
misdemeanor, and then released the small reptile in
nearby Lake Jesup. The maximum penalty for a
second-degree misdemeanor is 60 days in jail and
$500 fine.

While Tye was filling out the citation, Willms
commented that he should have cut the gator's tail off
and left it where he caught it, and that he had caught
several alligators in the past and had never been
bitten. The New GUN WEEK, August 15, 2010

MO governor signs pro-gun changes into
law

The National Rifle Association reports that on July
12, Missouri Gov. Jay Nixon (D) signed into law HB-
1692, a bill that includes several important pro-gun
measures for state residents.

"The signing of this bill by Gov. Nixon is a victory
and important advancement for gun rights in
Missouri," said Chris Cox, NRA's chief lobbyist. "We
applaud this effort to clarify and expand the
fundamental right of self-defense for law-abiding gun
owners in the state."

HB-1692, sponsored by state Rep. Jason Smith (R-
150th Dist.) and state Sen. Jane Cunningham (R-7th
Dist.), expands Missouri's "Castle Doctrine"
protections to any property boundaries one leases or
owns and caps the sheriff fee at $10 for Missouri
right-to-carry permit holders who change addresses.
The bill will also allow a prosecutor with a right-to-
carry permit to carry in a courthouse and, with the
judge's permission, in the courtroom as well.

The legislation Nixon signed will also bring
Missouri's gun laws into compliance with federal law,
exempting antique firearms from "unlawful posses-
sion" citations. The New GUN WEEK, August 15, 2010

2 PA officers now facing multiple suits
A lawsuit has been filed against two Pennsylvania

law enforcement officers for alleged civil rights
violations and the beating of a man in July 2008.

According to the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, these
are the same two officers who are already facing a
federal lawsuit for fatally shooting a man at a 2009



Page 20

St. Patrick's Day celebration. The newspaper said
State Police Trooper Samuel Nassan and Pittsburgh
Police Sgt. Terrence Donnelly have now been sued by
David Palmer over the July 6, 2008 confrontation.

Palmer had apparently been pulled over by
Nassan, and when Nassan approached his car, the
motorist advised him that he was armed and had a
carry permit Palmer alleges in his lawsuit that
Nassan, without provocation, attacked him, striking
him on the head and neck.

Donnelly and a Pittsburgh officer identified as
Sheila Ladner then allegedly forced Palmer to the
ground, hitting him several times and ultimately
using a Taser on him.

In the other incident, Nassan and Donnelly are
named in a lawsuit involving the death of Nocholas
Haniotakis, 33, the newspaper said. In that case,
Haniotakis was reportedly at the wheel when he
almost hit a car in which Nassan and Donnelly were
working on a detail to stop drunk drivers.

After the near-collision, they pulled Haniotakis
over and instead of showing his hands as ordered, he
put the car in reverse and tried to leave, nearly hitting
one of the officers. They fired at the car and fatally
wounded Haniotakis. The New GUN WEEK, August 15,
2010

NY microstamping sponsor seeks attorney
general's office

by Joseph P. Tartaro, Executive Editor

New York State Sen. Eric T. Schneiderman was in
the Buffalo area in late July gathering up endorse-
ments for his Democrat Primary run for state attorney
general. Schneiderman, who is the current chairman
of the Senate Codes committee and sponsor of a
firearms microstamping bill, is one of five candidates
for his party's nod for statewide office.

The Buffalo News reported on July 20 that
Schneiderman had harvested a number of important
labor endorsements during his local visit suggesting
that is why he appears to be the candidate most likely
to win the nomination for the AG's office. The
newspaper reported in detail on the endorsements,
listing that of the United Auto Workers (UAW) and
Service Employees International Union (SEIU) Local

1199.
In addition, he visit prompted endorsements from

representatives of Hispanic groups and "officials of
such liberal constituencies as the organization Citizen
Action, on which he once served as a board
member...."

Before we discuss Scheiderman's candidacy
further, we should note that there are four other
Democrats thirsting to replace current state Attorney
General Andrew Cuomo, once of HUD-
Smith&Wesson deal fame during the Clinton
Administration. Cuomo the Younger is the party's
candidate for the state's top job of governor, a post
once occupied by his father Mario, who now can be
called Cuomo the Elder.

The four other horses in the AG primary are: state
Assemblyman Richard Brodsky of Westchester
County; Kathleen Rice, Nassau County District
Attorney; former state Insurance Superintendent Eric
Dinallo, and former federal prosecutor Sean Coffey.
Whoever wins the Dem nod in September will be
facing the Republican candidate, Staten Island
District Attorney Daniel M. Donovan. Needless to
say, the lopsided Democrat enrollment advantage
tends to favor that party's candidate whoever he or
she might be.

To the best of my knowledge, none of the
candidates of either party could be safely considered a
pro-gunner, but Scheiderman seems to have the edge
when it comes to being anti-gun.

He's the guy who tried to get his microstamping
bill passed in the state Senate just a few weeks ago
and then pulled the measure from the floor when he
realized it was going to lose because three members
of his party voted against him and only one

Republican voted with him. (The state Senate in
New York is as narrowly split on party lines as
possible: just one vote.) His parliamentary maneuver
enabled him to avoid the stigma of failure, and gave
him the opportunity to keep the microstamping bill
on life support throughout the rest of the 2010
session.

For the record, the three Senate Democrats who
voted against Schneiderman's microstamping bill
were: Darrel Aubertine (48th Dist.), Dave Valesky
(49th Dist.) and William Stachowski (58th Dist.).

But to get back to Schneiderman is to return to the
bogus issue of requiring microstamping capability on
all semi-auto handguns sold in New York state.
Schneiderman was well aware of all the reasons why
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microstamping is bad law. He had been told why by
the National Shooting Sports Foundation, the NRA
and every national and state pro-gun organization in
New York state. He had been told why by his fellow
Democrats, Aubertine, Valesky and Stachowski. His
was well aware that California had passed similar
legislation years ago, dating it to take effective on
Jan. 1, 2010, but still unable to validate the law
because of continued questions about the feasibility
of the technology.

Still he danced to the tune played by New York
City Mayor Michael Bloomberg and his corps de
ballet of anti-gun cronies and tried to pass his flawed
legislation. That alone raises questions about the
judgement of a candidate for the state's top lawyer's
job. Yet anti-gunners and their political running dogs
would probably still vote for him.

But there is also a broader question of
Schneiderman's judgment.

The Buffalo News and the Associated Press have
also reported that Schneiderman has been involved in
an apparent hit-and-run accident in Manhattan.

That's according to a NY1 report on July 13 that
says the Democratic state senator was in a car driven
by a staff member when it hit a parked car the evening
before and drove away.

NY1 News is Time Warner Cable's 24-hour news
channel in New York City.

The news outlet says an eyewitness saw the
incident and recorded Schneiderman's license plate
number. NY1 says the car sustained about $3,000 in
damages, and that it is owned by a NY1 executive
editor.

Schneiderman spokesman James Freedland says
calling it a hit-and-run is "outrageous." He says the
senator did not realize the car had been damaged. The
senator apologized and offered to pay for all repairs.

Schneiderman had taped an interview on NY1's
"Inside City Hall" just before the incident.

The news media reported that police said no
charges had been immediately filed.

Regardless of what happens to Schneiderman's
political career in the coming months. I have a
suggestion for him. It would not be too soon for him
to consider proposing legislation requiring all motor
vehicles sold in New York state to have collision
microstamping capability. Following his approach on
guns, he might want to require that the bumpers of all
vehicles be equipped so that when they strike a
pedestrian, another vehicle or structure that they leave

behind a bar code impression with the striking
vehicle's identification number. This would enable
police and insurance claims adjusters to immediately
identify the culprit vehicle and its owner, or original
purchaser, in case of any death, injury or damage.
Considering the high cost of vehicles, I'm sure
Schneiderman would say the cost of such automotive
microstamping technology would be negligible.

But speaking of firearms microstamping, there just
may be a way of settling the, debate once and for all.
A firearms microstamping study bill has been
introduced in US House of Representatives.

The National Shooting Sports Foundation (NSSF)
reports that Rep. Dan Boren (D-OK) introduced the
legislation in July. His measure, HR-5667, would
direct the federal government, with the US Attorney
General working in cooperation with the National
Academy of Sciences, to conduct a comprehensive
study of firearm microstamping.

NSSF said it supports this bipartisan legislation as
a means of ensuring adequate research of
microstamping is completed, and the concept is
proven to work reliably, before any more states pass
legislation mandating micro-stamping as California
did and New York came close to doing. The studies
done so far have raised serious questions about this
patented-process that

is alleged to laser engrave the fir-eaVAN'°' make,
model and serial number on tlie tip of the gun's firing
pin so that, in theory, it imprints the information on
discharged cartridge cases.

In announcing HR-5667, NSSF thanked Boren and
immediate cosponsors. They include Reps. Paul Broun
(R-GA), Rob Bishop (R-UT), Herseth Sandlin (D-
SD), Jason Altmire (D-PA), Jeff Miller (R-FL) and
John Boozman (R-AR) for co-sponsoring this
commonsense measure.

Everyone seems interested in finding the magic
key to fighting violent crime, but most of those keys
usually just unlock a treasure chest for the people
who own the exclusive patents and get governments
to set up the systems using taxpayer dollars.

Microstamping-and ammunition bar coding have
so far shown no results. It's time for an authoritative
study. The New GUN WEEK, August 15, 2010

US police deaths up 43% in 2010
A nonprofit group in Washington says the number

of police officers who have died in the line of duty is
up 43% so far this year.
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The National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial
Fund released preliminary data on July 21. It shows
that 87 officers died in the line of duty between Jan. 1
and June 30. That's compared with 61 officers during
the first six months of last year.

The deaths were spread across 36 states and Puerto
Rico — with California, Texas and Florida showing
the most fatalities. Other states included Virginia and
Maryland, where a state trooper was fatally shot June
11.

Among the causes of death were traffic accidents
and shootings. If the trend continues, 2010 could
become one of the deadliest years for US police
agencies in two decades, according to Associated
Press. The New GUN WEEK, August 15, 2010

Gottlieb leads grassroots seminar for
Nebraska gun rights activists

Fresh from victory at the US Supreme Court in the
landmark McDonald v. City of Chicago gun rights
lawsuit, Alan Gottlieb, founder and executive vice
president of the Second Amendment Foundation,
drew accolades from Nebraska gun rights activists
recently when he conducted a one-day grassroots
seminar in Omaha.

Since the ruling came down in late June, Gottlieb
has been busy, doing scores of radio talk shows and
newspaper interviews. The Nebraska gathering was
his first recent major public appearance, and he told
Gun Week that it was one he found rewarding because
"these guys are really activists!"

This conference was a cooperative effort between
SAF, its sister organization, the Citizens Committee
for the Right to Keep and Bear Arms, and the
Nebraska Firearms Owners Association. It was held
at the Hilton Garden Inn in Omaha.

The event was covered by the Omaha World-
Herald, which identified Gottlieb as a "gun rights
guru."

Gottlieb told the newspaper that he conducts
seminars because activists are keenly interested in
preserving their gun rights. The seminars offer a
chance for grassroots activists to understand how the
system works, and how they can work within it to
effect change. The New GUN WEEK, August 15, 2010

"Many people are naive about how that works," he
told the newspaper, "but people are hungry and thirsty
for the knowledge."

The seminar covered fund raising, public relations

and membership recruitment; all three areas that are
necessary for grassroots organizations to be effective.

Gottlieb's next major effort will be next month's
Gun Rights Policy Conference, slated in San
Francisco. SAF and CCRKBA were involved in the
court battle that overturned that city's handgun ban
proposition that passed in November 2005. The case
also involved the National Rifle Association and
other groups. SAF had defeated a handgun ban in San
Francisco all on its own some 22 years earlier, when
Sen. Dianne Feinstein was then mayor.

Next year, the GRPC will be held in the Chicago
area, Gottlieb announced. The New GUN WEEK, August 15,

2010

Gun battles rip Mexican city on Texas
border

On the night of July 21 gun battles involving gangs
who forced citizens from their cars and used the
vehicles to block streets paralyzed the border city of
Nuevo Laredo and the sound of gunfire alarmed
Texans on the US side of the Rio Grande.

The Nuevo Laredo city government posted
messages on Facebook warning citizens to stay
indoors as the battles erupted at several intersections
in the city across from Laredo, TX.

Frightened people on the US side of the border
called emergency dispatchers after hearing the gun-
fire, Laredo police spokesman Joe Baeza said,
according to Associated Press. But he said there was
no spillover violence.

"We were getting reports from people who live on
the river's edge that they could hear gunfire and
explosions from the Mexico side," Baeza said.

Nuevo Laredo city officials said they could not
immediately confirm witness reports that several
gunmen were killed. The New GUN WEEK, August 15, 2010

BFA answers endorsement crtitics:
The Role of Single Issue PACs
On July 11, 2010, Buckeye Firearms Association

(BFA), a single-issue Ohio political action committee
(PAC), endorsed the reelection of incumbent Ohio's
Democrat Governor Ted

Strickland over Republican challenger John
Kasich.

That prompted some Ohio gunowners to questions
BFA's endorsement of the governor who fired the
ceremonial "First Shot" this year to open the National
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Matches at C amp Perry sponsored by the National
Rifle Association and Civilian Marksmanship
Program.

Those who questioned the BFA endorsement on
various websites were answered on July 22 when
Chad Baus of BFA posted a response, given credit to
others for contributing to his reply. Gun Week editors
thought the BFA reply provided some arguments that
apply nationwide for single-issue gun organizations.

Here are some comments from the reply BFA
posted.

"To 'insiders,' this endorsement decision was
expected. However, we realize that not all of our
readers are `insiders' and do not necessarily follow
politics closely. For them, a decision from a gun
group that was not `GOP=Endorsement' might cause
some initial contrarian reactions.

"As such, we felt it might be helpful to respond to
some of the generic concerns that have been expressed
to us.

"Pro Second Amendment Groups are not branch
offices of the GOP

"One conservative blogger summed up this
sentiment nicely with the title of the post he used to
scathe gun group endorsements of Strickland—`Gun
groups have become less reliable.' Inherent in the title
of this post is the premise that pro-gun groups are sup-
posed to automatically endorse GOP candidates over
all others, regardless of the candidates' records on our
single issue. Other comments were along the lines of
'Strickland will just support Democrats on everything
else.'

"Single issue PACs are non-partisan. While our
single issue interest in supporting firearm rights
might quite often closely align with a particular
movement or party, this does not mean that the single
issue PAC moves in lock step with the other
movement or party. A large part of the noise being
generated is along the lines of 'How dare you not
support the GOP candidate?'

We regret that bloggers and elected officials ever
considered BFA's support as automatic or taken for
granted simply because someone is a member of one
party over another. We are not the SEIU, the UAW,
Teamsters, etc. and we engage in this pesky exercise
called independent thought prior to announcing our
decisions. Perhaps now that the misconception has
been cleared up, candidates and elected officials will
realize that they are judged on their actions in support
of or opposition to our single issue and act

accordingly.
"On a final note, in talking to numerous GOP

officeholders since our announcement, and hearing
from them over the past few months (going back
through early spring, GOP operatives made repeated,
intense efforts to avert the endorsement of Strickland
by pro-gun groups), we have noticed a consis tent
source of anger. The GOP operatives are angry that
they have to waste their time and resources to blunt
the impact of our endorsement of Kasich's opponent
has on what should be a core, no-brainer issue for any
Republican. The anger distills down to: 'How could
the top of our ticket have strayed so far on this core
conservative issue? Now we are forced to focus on
THIS rather than some other talking point we'd prefer
to concentrate on, such as the economy.'

"While we do not wish to be immodest, Ohio's
firearm laws have advanced tremendously in the past
six years. A large part of that success is that the pro-
gun groups maintain a laser-like focus on the core
issue. When we talk to elected representatives, the
media or the general public, the fact that we are the
PAC equivalent of Switzerland on everything but the
core gun rights issue is a tremendous asset. A
wavering politician knows that if they support us, we
will support them despite whatever party affiliation
might appear next to their name. There will be no
abandonment or partisan throat-cutting over
something unrelated to our issue.

This remains true despite the fact that many of the
'actors' within Buckeye Firearms Association are in
fact elected GOP officeholders. The reason we have
been able to obtain vote totals on pro-gun bills of
100% several times, 75%+ several times, etc. is that
the 'partisan hat' is taken off when it comes to the
work on pro-gun measures. This is also the reason
our endorsement decisions have become a factor in so
many races."

The BFA post was longer than we have room for
here, but it sets forth the principle theme that "Single
issue organizations have to remain single issue if they
expect to be effective." The New GUN WEEK, August 15, 2010

PA lawmaker seeks to close `CCW
loophole'

A Pennsylvania state representative now in a race
to fill a congressional seat is pushing legislation aimed
at closing what he considers a "gun permit loophole"
in order to prevent Pennsylvania residents from
obtaining another state's carry permit if they have lost
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or been denied such a permit in their own state.
Democrat state Rep. Bryan Lentz from Delaware

County is sponsoring House Bill 2536. According to
the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, Lentz believes this
legislation will close the "Florida gun loophole."
Florida is one of several states that issue carry
licenses or permits to residents of other states. Utah
and Washington also issue to nonresidents, and those
carry licenses are recognized in a number of states.

Under Lentz's bill, a Pennsylvania resident who is
denied a license to carry would not be able to apply
for a nonresident license from another state that
would be recognized in Pennsylvania. In a comment
to the newspaper, Lentz said his bill is necessary "to
ensure that local authorities retain control over
the...permit process and that Pennsylvania residents
who are granted a license to carry have met the
standards of our state and not those of another state,
whose standards may be less than ours."

Pennsylvania recognizes carry licenses from
several other states. Also, like several other states, no
permit is required to carry a handgun openly.

Lentz asserts that the bill will help curb violent
crime in Philadelphia and other communities. The
newspaper said Florida has issued about 3,000 permits
to Pennsylvania residents.

Kim Stolfer, director of Firearms Owners Against
Crime, called the Lentz legislation "political theater"
connected to his congressional race, an accusation
that Lentz has denied.

The bill is backed by CeaseFirePA, an anti-gun
organization. The New GUN WEEK, August 15, 2010

TX mayor who killed self, daughter was
`very anti-gun'

by Dave Workman, Senior Editor

The female mayor of a north Texas city near Dallas
who killed herself and her 19-year-old daughter was
described -by a friend as a "very anti-gun person" who
borrowed the murder weapon from an acquaintance,
ostensibly for a self-defense class.

In an interview with CNN, former Coppell, TX,
Mayor Doug Stover told a reporter that Mayor Jayne
Peters did not keep a gun in the house because of her
distaste for firearms. When she _killed her daughter
and then turned the gun on herself, Stover contended,
she was doing something that was completely the
opposite of how she had lived.

"So many of the things that happened in the recent
past were very uncharacteristic of her life," Stover

said.
According to CNN, the late mayor had financial

troubles and was depressed over the death of her
husband. KTXA in Dallas—the local CNN affiliate—
reported that Peters was having financial difficulties.
On two occasions earlier this year, the station
reported, Peters faced foreclosure on her home.

There were other alleged problems. CNN reported
that the city was "looking into expenditures" that
Peters charged on her city credit card.

The 55-year-old Peters was found dead July 13
after she reportedly failed to attend a meeting of the
Coppell City Council. Police were dispatched to
Peters' home by concerned city officials.

Her daughter, Mary Corinne Peters, was shot in
the head. Peters reportedly left notes in the house, and
one note outside the house warning investigating
officers of what they would find inside, CNN and the
Dallas Morning News reported. That note, along with
a key to the house, was found in an envelope on the
front door. The mayor also shot herself in the head.

Peters' husband, Don, died of cancer more than two
years ago, in January 2008. That apparently left Peters
in severe financial straits.

A contract software developer, Peters was first
elected to the City Council more than a decade ago.
She ascended to the mayor's office in 2009.

A joint service for Peters and her daughter was
held July 16. The New GUN WEEK, August 15, 2010

Kagan court nomination clears Judiciary,
heads to Senate vote

The Senate Judiciary Committee voted to send the
US Supreme Court nomination of Elena Kagan to the
full Senate floor, which vote was expected to be
taken in early August.

The 13-6 vote was not a surprise to most
observers. Democrats outnumber Republicans 12-7
on the committee, and their ranks include the anti-gun
extreme wing of their party, such as Sens.

Charles Schumer (NY), Dianne Feinstein (CA)
and Dick Durbin (IL).

Six Republicans opposed Kagan, with ly Sen.
Lindsey Graham of South Carolina the only
Republican to vote for "Confirming the former
Clinton gun policy attorney.

As this important vote moves to the Senate floor,
most national gun groups are urging their members to
keep the heat on all members of the senators—
especially those who claim to support the Second
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Amendment. Should a mere handful of those
Democrats vote against President Obama's choice,
her confirmation could be defeated.

The National Rifle Association has already
informed senators that their votes on Kagan's
nomination would be counted for future political
ratings.

While Kagan does not have a record of judicial
opinions, but her views on the Second Amendment
are no mystery, according to Ammoland.com.

Some things that have come to light since her
nomination include:

— While serving in the Clinton administration,
Kagan drafted an executive order to ban certain semi-
automatic firearms;

— As a law clerk, she advised against the Supreme
Court considering

Sandidge v. United States in a case that questioned
the constitutionality of the DC gun ban, writing that
she was "not sympathetic" to the gunowner's Second
Amendment claims, and

— Kagan was also part of the Clinton team that
pushed the firearms industry to include gun locks
with all gun purchases and was in the Clinton
administration when the President pushed legislation
that would close down gun shows.

During her hearings, Kagan ducked and dodged
questions about the Second Amendment, and she
refused to declare whether she believes the Second
Amendment protects an individual right.

Kagan insisted that the Supreme Court decisions
in Heller and McDonald are precedent and "settled
law," but this in no way precludes her from ruling
that almost any gun law—including

gunowner registration, purchasing limits, waiting
periods, microstamping, ammunition coding, private
sale background checks, and more—are consistent
with the Constitution.

It is interesting to note that Obama's earlier court
nominee, Sonia Sotomayor, assured the Senate, and
the American people, during hearings that she ac-
cepted the court's ruling in Heller that the Second
Amendment protects an individual right. But, in the
McDonald case, Sotomayor joined the dissent in
writing that "I can find nothing in the Second
Amendment's text, history, or underlying rationale
that could warrant characterizing it as 'fundamental'
insofar as it seeks to protect the keeping and bearing
of arms for private self-defense purposes." The New
GUN WEEK, August 15, 2010

Recidivist Indiana felon tries scissors in a
gunfight

A convicted robber who spent about four years
behind bars is probably headed back to prison after
being shot by the proprietor of a used-clothing store
in South Bend, IN.

The South Bend Tribune identified the suspect as
52-year-old Tommie Bowling, a local resident, who
was convicted on two robbery counts in 2003 and
sentenced to 12 years in prison. He served less than
four, and not long after getting out, was charged with
burglary in 2006.

In his latest caper, he allegedly came up against
64-year-old Neal Masters on May 1. Posing as a
customer, according to the newspaper, Bowling
picked up a couple of T-shirts and pair of pants, from
which Masters removed the tags with a pair of
scissors. The newspaper also reported that the suspect
was carrying a carpet knife.

Bowling grabbed the scissors, told Masters it was a
robbery, and the two scuffled with Masters, once a
military policeman several years ago, trying to pin the
robber's arm to break the scissors loose. It was during
that hand-to-hand that Masters suffered some minor
injuries including a shallow stab wound to the chest.

Masters broke contact, retreated, offered to give
the robber his cash drawer, but instead shoved the
drawer at him and grabbed a .44-caliber handgun he
had behind the counter, according to the newspaper
account.

Bowling jumped forward and the two men began
struggling over the gun, but Masters fired a round
into the floor. The robber stepped back, but then
lunged forward again, and Masters shot from the hip,
hitting Bowling in the mid-section. He accidentally
fired a third shot that hit some racks and a door
frame, the newspaper said. The New GUN WEEK, August
15, 2010

States should prepare for suits as animal
rightists push wolves

With their latest petition to the US Fish and
Wildlife Service, animal rights activists are preparing
to sue for federally mandated release of wolves in
every state, warn officials with the Rocky Mountain
Elk Foundation (RMEF).

David Allen,, RMEF president and CEO, says
animal rights groups have learned that introducing
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wolves translates to major fundraising, and activists
have found a way to exploit the Endangered Species
Act "as well as taxpayer-funded programs that cover
lawyer fees" to push their agenda and build revenue
through the courts.

"There are now about 100,000 gray wolves in the
US and Canada, and over the past few years in Idaho,
Montana and Wyoming, activists discovered that
every wolf is also a cash cow," said Allen. "If we
don't get some reform in federal laws very soon, we're
all going to be living in Jurassic Park. This is not
about saving a lost species. It's about money and
special interest agendas."

"Americans need to wake up," he added, "because
when you respond to those fundraising letters with
photos of cute little wolf pups, you're writing a check
that our country's rural and traditional lifestyles can't
cash. You're eroding the fundamentals of America's
model for wildlife conservation."

Allen said undermanaged wolf populations in the
northern Rockies are compromising the health of
other wildlife species—especially elk and other prey.
In areas of Montana and Idaho where wolves share
habitat with elk, calf survival rates now are too low to
sustain herds for the future.

`How do animal rights groups who claim to defend
wildlife justify elk calf survival rates below 10%?
Clearly they have another agenda," said Allen.

Participation in hunting and the funding it
generates for conservation also are being negatively
affected, as are local economies, livestock production
and potentially even human safety.

Continuous lawsuits by activists have setback wolf
control and management efforts, compounding
problems and costs for states.

"Now imagine bringing these kinds of impacts to
more populated states elsewhere in the US, and I
think we're looking at an unprecedented wildlife
management disaster," said Allen.

RMEF has helped to successfully restore elk
populations in Kentucky, Tennessee, Wisconsin and
other states where habitat is suitable and citizens
support the effort. Elk restoration is being considered
currently in Virginia and Missouri using these same
criteria.

"There are two proven ways to restore a species,"
said Allen. 'Our way is offering to help with funding
and expertise so long as the local public wants the
species and the state can manage them. The other way
is using lawsuits and loopholes to shove a project

down people's throats."
Animal rights groups filed a petition on July 20

complaining that wolves now inhabit just 5% of their
former range in the US, and that wolf populations
should be recovered in all significant portions of that
range. The US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)
responded by saying that it is reviewing "what is
realistic and where the suitable habitat would be."
The agency's review could be complete by late 2010
or early 2011. The New GUN WEEK, August 15, 2010

TX lobbyists, lawyers, journalists seek
CPLs for Capitol VIP status

Everyone from lobbyists to lawyers and journalists
are rushing to get permits to carry concealed
handguns inside the Texas Capitol in Austin because
it will give them VIP-style access to the building,
according to Associated Press.

A unique loophole in a new security procedure
means a Texas concealed pistol license (CPL) is like
a special-access pass. It allows people who are
certified to carry a gun to bypass lines at the metal
detectors that were set up after a shooting incident
earlier this year.

Texas law allows people to carry a weapon if they
have a permit and as long as the gun is concealed. A
separate lane for license-holders had to be created so
licensees could enter without having to pull out their
handguns—or unconceal them—along with their
wallets and keys.

And KVUE News reported that gun class
instructors all over Central Texas say they have seen
a spike in the number of lobbyists applying for con-
cealed handgun licenses.

Security lines at the state Capitol are expected to
swell when the next legislative session opens for
business in January, with lobbyists and lawmakers
joining the hundreds of tourists. For lobbyists, time is
money and they do not want to wait in line.

And one handgun instructor has reportedly been
holding special classes for lobbyists, in their offices.

There are other ways to get into the Capitol
without going through the metal detectors. For
example, members of the media are allowed to
bypass the metal detectors as long as they have their
state-issued media credentials. Some state workers
can use their employee ID's to avoid the metal
detectors.

The cost for the CPLs runs upwards of $100. To
get certified, applicants are also required to train at a
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gun range and must also submit to a detailed back-
ground check. The New GUN WEEK, August 15, 2010

IL governor signs ‘possession' law
Inspired by the fatal shooting of a Chicago police

officer, a new law that increases penalties in Illinois
for unlawful firearm possession has been signed by
Gov. Pat Quinn.

Anti-gun Chicago Mayor Richard Daley was
present for the bill-signing.

Also in attendance was the family of slain police
officer Thomas Wortham IV, who was gunned down
outside of his parents' home in mid-May when some
men tried to steal his motorcycle. His father, a retired
Chicago policeman, fired at the killers in a high-
profile incident. The New GUN WEEK, August 15, 2010

New Gun Week News Alerts (above):

***************************************************

SAF --NEWS RELEASES

SAN FRANCISCO FLIPS TRANSIT POLICY; AD
PROMOTES GUN RIGHTS CONFERENCE

Sent: Tuesday, August 31, 2010 6:47 PM
BELLEVUE, WA - More than 15 huge advertisements

promoting the 25th annual Gun Rights Policy Conference
are up at prominent transit locations around the City of San
Francisco, amounting to something of a coup for the
Second Amendment Foundation.

You can see the ad that San Francisco MTA waved
their anti-gun policy and allowed to run in order to avoid
being sued at www.saf.org/SF-MTA_Ad.pdf.

SAF Executive Vice President Alan M. Gottlieb,
looking ahead eagerly to the Sept. 24-26 milestone
conference, noted that the advertisements show a woman
holding a shotgun and staring through a curtain, under the
headline, "A violent criminal is breaking through your
front door. Can you afford to be unarmed?" Gottlieb noted
that the CalGuns Foundation assisted in the
advertisement's preparation.

The silver anniversary conference will be held at the
Hyatt Regency San Francisco Airport. Gun rights activists
and leaders from across the nation will attend.

What is remarkable about the advertisement is that it
appears the San Francisco Municipal Transportation
Agency has violated its own guidelines, which prohibit
advertising that "appears to promote the use of firearms."
The MTA recently caused a flap by doctoring movie
posters for a Will Farrell-Mark Wahlberg movie called
"The Other Guys," removing handguns from the actors'

hands and replacing them with a can of mace, a badge or
just bare fists.

"We take this annual conference around the country,"
Gottlieb said, "to areas where our rights might be
threatened. We're holding it in San Francisco this year
because SAF was successful in overturning the city's 2005
handgun ban. Next year, we're holding it in Chicago,
where SAF's lawsuit in McDonald v. City of Chicago led
to the Supreme Court's ruling in June that applies the
Second Amendment to the states.

"We suspect the MTA is allowing our ads in San
Francisco despite their policy because they believed we
were prepared to file a lawsuit on First and Second
Amendment grounds if, for any reason, the city didn't take
them," Gottlieb stated. "Knowing we were responsible for
the McDonald victory over Chicago and the defeat of their
own 2005 gun ban proposition, and probably aware of our
litigation in New York, Maryland, North Carolina, Illinois
and California, they did not want to lock horns with us
again."

=================

SAF Sues Chicago Over Gun Range Prohibition on 1A, 2A
Grounds

The Second Amendment Foundation filed a lawsuit in
federal court against the City of Chicago's new gun
ordinance, asserting that "by banning gun ranges open to
the public...under color of law," the city is depriving
citizens of their right to keep and bear arms in violation of
the Second Amendment to the U.S. Constitution.

Read more <http://saf.org/viewpr-new.asp?id=337>
>> See Below:

NEWS RELEASE
Second Amendment Foundation
12500 NE Tenth Place • Bellevue, WA 98005
(425) 454-7012 • FAX (425) 451-3959 • www.saf.org
SAF SUES CHICAGO OVER GUN RANGE

PROHIBITION ON 1A, 2A GROUNDS
For Immediate Release: 8/16/2010
CHICAGO, IL – The Second Amendment Foundation

(SAF) today filed a lawsuit in federal court against the
City of Chicago’s new gun ordinance, asserting that “by
banning gun ranges open to the public…under color of
law,” the city is depriving citizens of their right to keep
and bear arms in violation of the Second Amendment to
the U.S. Constitution.

Joining SAF in this lawsuit are the Illinois State Rifle
Association (ISRA), Action Target, Inc., and three
individual plaintiffs including a retired Chicago police
detective. They are represented by attorneys Alan Gura of
Virginia and David Sigale of Chicago, who teamed up with
SAF and ISRA on the landmark case of McDonald v. City
of Chicago, which incorporated the Second Amendment to
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the states, effectively striking down Chicago’s 28-year-old
handgun ban.

“While the city has adopted new regulations that make
it legal to own handguns,” said SAF Executive Vice
President Alan M. Gottlieb, “they have crafted this new
ordinance to make it virtually impossible for prospective
gun owners to meet all legal requirements unless they
travel outside the city for mandatory training. The new
ordinance prohibits public gun ranges inside the city yet
the city demands that handgun owners get at least one hour
of range training time.

“This is a ‘Catch-22’ scenario,” he continued, “that
seems deliberately designed to discourage Chicago
residents from exercising their firearm civil rights barely
two months after those rights were restored by the
Supreme Court.”

Individual plaintiffs are Rhonda Ezell, a victim of three
attempted burglaries who has disabilities making it
difficult for her to travel outside the city; Joseph Brown, a
WWII U.S. Army veteran who was among the liberators of
the infamous Dachau concentration camp, and William
Hespen, a retired police detective, all of whom must
qualify for Chicago Firearms Permits.

Action Target, a Utah-based company, builds shooting
ranges and manufactures gun range equipment and
supplies. It has a long history of providing gun safety
equipment and training, and has previously built law
enforcement shooting ranges in Chicago. However, Action
Target is prohibited from building a public target range
within the city’s limits under the restrictions of the new
gun ordinance.

Randy Graham, vice president of Action Target, said,
“We believe that citizens have a constitutional right to use
and train with firearms in a safe and controlled
environment. As a leader in the firearms training industry,
Action Target is committed to standing up for these
rights.”

“By banning public gun ranges,” Gottlieb said, “and by
banning the loan and rental of firearms at such ranges,
Chicago is acting under color of law to deprive citizens of
their right to keep and bear arms, and to conveniently
receive the education required under the ordinance that is
necessary to obtain a Chicago Firearms Permit. The city is
violating both the Second and First amendments, and we
are asking the court to put an end to this nonsense.”

=================

Daley, council's childish arrogance at root of follow-up
lawsuits

Sent: Tuesday, August 24, 2010 7:59 PM
By Alan Gottlieb

Whatever spin Chicago Mayor Richard Daley and the
city council wish to offer, it is their stubborn arrogance

that has resulted in more gun rights lawsuits filed against
the city following the Supreme Court's June 28 ruling in
McDonald v. City of Chicago that essentially nullified the
city's 28-year handgun ban.

The McDonald case - brought by the Second
Amendment Foundation and Illinois State Rifle
Association with four Chicago residents - resulted in a
landmark ruling that incorporated the Second Amendment
right to keep and bear arms to the states via the 14th
Amendment. SAF and ISRA have now been joined by
Action Target, Inc., and two local residents, Rhonda Ezell
and Joseph I. Brown to challenge the city's new gun
ordinance, which appears to have been written to
purposely provoke more lawsuits.

The city's childish stubbornness is going to cost
taxpayers a small fortune. Mayor Daley and his anti-gun
city council adopted what amounts to a "tantrum
ordinance" that essentially spits in the high court's face.
Sure, the city adopted an ordinance that - at least on paper
- allows Chicago residents to own a handgun, but in
reality, it is one huge "Catch 22" that was deliberately
crafted to discourage residents from exercising their
Second Amendment rights.

The city's handgun law requires prospective gun owners
to undergo training, including at least one hour of actual
time on a gun range. However, the ordinance prohibits the
operation of gun stores and ranges inside city limits.
Additionally, the city requires would-be Chicago gun
owners to first obtain a Chicago Firearms Permit (CFP),
and an application for that document requires an affidavit
signed by a firearm instructor certified by the State of
Illinois.

Instructors cannot teach those courses anywhere inside
the city because there is no place to conduct that training.

Earlier, the Illinois Association of Firearms retailers
and a north suburban gun shop operator sued the city over
this ordinance. Now, SAF, ISRA and ATI have brought
legal action. Action Target is a Delaware-based company
that designs and builds gun ranges, including one in
Chicago, in the Federal Reserve Bank building, for use by
law enforcement. The company wants to build a gun range
in the city for private citizens, but the city's ordinance
makes that impossible.

This sort of thing may be "politics as usual" in the
Windy City, but it does not pass the smell test anywhere
else. It sends a signal that Chicago authorities believe they
are above the Constitution and the rule of law as defined
by the Supreme Court. It's the kind of attitude one sees in a
schoolyard bully, suggesting that Mayor Daley and his
council cronies are in desperate need of adult supervision.

Perhaps when Mayor Daley was a child, he became
accustomed to taking his ball and going home when things
did not go his way on the playfield. Since he evidently has
never grown up, he believes this conduct is still acceptable
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in an adult world. The citizens of Chicago have tolerated
his juvenile delinquency but that doesn't mean the rest of
the country needs to.

Chicago's ridiculous gun law is proof positive that the
city administration does not take the Supreme Court ruling
seriously. The time has come to change that, and that will
require the federal courts to spank the city again, since
nothing else seems to get the city's attention.

Alan Gottlieb is founder and executive vice president of
the Second Amendment Foundation, and co-author of
"These Dogs Don't Hunt: The Democrats' War on Guns."

================

LONG ISLAND GROUP GIVES $2K TO SAF FOR HELP
IN LAWSUIT

Sent: Monday, August 23, 2010 4:29 PM
BELLEVUE, WA - Long Island Firearms has

contributed $2,000 to the Second Amendment Foundation
to support its legal actions, including a lawsuit in
Westchester County challenging a state law that allows
carry licenses to be denied because applicants cannot show
"good cause."

This is the second such contribution from a New York
group. Earlier, the Shooters Committee on Political
Education (SCOPE) contributed to the SAF legal action
effort.

"SAF is very grateful for this level of support from
Long Island Firearms," said SAF Executive Vice President
Alan M. Gottlieb. "The level of support we are getting
from New York gun owners clearly demonstrates their
dedication to correcting the Empire State's onerous gun
laws. For far too long, officials in the Empire State have
treated the Second Amendment right to keep and bear arms
as a highly-regulated privilege. It is time for that to end."

On July 16, SAF filed a lawsuit in federal district court
on behalf of Alan Kachalsky and Christina Nikolov, both
Westchester County residents whose permit applications
were denied. Kachalsky's denial was because he could not
"demonstrate a need for self protection distinguishable
from that of the general public." Nikolov's was denied
because she could not demonstrate that there was "any type
of threat to her own safety anywhere." In addition to
Westchester County, Susan Cacace and Jeffrey Cohen,
both serving at times as handgun permit licensing officers,
are named as defendants. The lawsuit was filed in U.S.
District Court for the Southern District of New York,
White Plains Division.

"Long Island Firearms recognizes the implications of
our lawsuit," Gottlieb noted, "and they have generously put
their money on the line. We certainly appreciate the
support, and we're going to use every penny wisely in our
effort to restore gun rights one lawsuit at a time."

Long Island Firearms maintains a website that promotes
firearms education, gun reviews and other activities. Their
website is LongIslandFirearms.com.

==================
SAF FILES AMICUS BRIEF IN NORDYKE CASE,
ARGUES FOR STRICT SCRUTINY

Sent: Thursday, August 19, 2010 12:30 PM
BELLEVUE, WA - The Second Amendment

Foundation has filed an amicus curiae brief in the long-
running Nordyke v. King case in California, arguing that
Second Amendment issues must be decided on a "strict
scrutiny" basis, and that an ordinance in Alameda County
banning gun shows at the county fairgrounds is
unconstitutional because it would not withstand that
standard of review.

This case was a catalyst for the U.S. Supreme Court to
hear SAF's case challenging the handgun ban in Chicago,
because in an earlier Nordyke ruling - subsequently set
aside in favor of a full en banc hearing by the Ninth Circuit
Court of Appeals - created a conflict in the circuits over
Second Amendment incorporation.

SAF's brief was written by attorney Alan Gura, who
argued the landmark 2008 Heller case and represented
SAF and its co-plaintiffs in the recent McDonald case, and
is currently working with the foundation on other cases in
Maryland, Illinois, New York and North Carolina.

Alameda County passed an ordinance more than ten
years ago prohibiting the carrying of firearms on county
property following a shooting at the county fair in 1998.
Russell and Sallie Nordyke operated a gun show at the
county fairgrounds. The shooting incident was not related
to their gun show, but county officials used that as an
excuse to adopt the prohibition.

"This is a very important case," said SAF founder and
Executive Vice President Alan M. Gottlieb, "because it
could establish the highest standard of scrutiny to which
gun laws around the country would be subjected. While
gun prohibitionists were upset by the 2008 Heller ruling
and demoralized by our victory this year in the McDonald
case, they are terrified of a strict scrutiny standard that
could be established by the Nordyke case."

The Nordyke case's importance, Gottlieb stated,
"cannot be underestimated, or understated."

"Strict scrutiny is the standard of review to which all
constitutionally-protected fundamental civil rights must be
held," he observed. "This case has survived for more than a
decade, a fact in itself that is remarkable. We believe, in
the wake of Heller and McDonald, that the Ninth Circuit
must act decisively to protect the Second Amendment from
willy-nilly regulation by anti-gun public officials."

=================
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SAF SUES CHICAGO OVER GUN RANGE
PROHIBITION ON 1A, 2A GROUNDS

Monday, August 16, 2010 11:53 AM
<http://www.saf.org/>

CHICAGO, IL - The Second Amendment Foundation
(SAF) today filed a lawsuit in federal court against the
City of Chicago's new gun ordinance, asserting that "by
banning gun ranges open to the public under color of law,"
the city is depriving citizens of their right to keep and bear
arms in violation of the Second Amendment to the U.S.
Constitution.

Joining SAF in this lawsuit are the Illinois State Rifle
Association (ISRA), Action Target, Inc., and three
individual plaintiffs including a retired Chicago police
detective. They are represented by attorneys Alan Gura of
Virginia and David Sigale of Chicago, who teamed up with
SAF and ISRA on the landmark case of McDonald v. City
of Chicago, which incorporated the Second Amendment to
the states, effectively striking down Chicago's 28-year-old
handgun ban.

"While the city has adopted new regulations that make
it legal to own handguns," said SAF Executive Vice
President Alan M. Gottlieb, "they have crafted this new
ordinance to make it virtually impossible for prospective
gun owners to meet all legal requirements unless they
travel outside the city for mandatory training. The new
ordinance prohibits public gun ranges inside the city yet
the city demands that handgun owners get at least one hour
of range training time.

"This is a Catch-22' scenario," he continued, "that
seems deliberately designed to discourage Chicago
residents from exercising their firearm civil rights barely
two months after those rights were restored by the
Supreme Court."

Individual plaintiffs are Rhonda Ezell, a victim of three
attempted burglaries who has disabilities making it
difficult for her to travel outside the city; Joseph Brown, a
WWII U.S. Army veteran who was among the liberators of
the infamous Dachau concentration camp, and William
Hespen, a retired police detective, all of whom must
qualify for Chicago Firearms Permits.

Action Target, a Utah-based company, builds shooting
ranges and manufactures gun range equipment and
supplies. It has a long history of providing gun safety
equipment and training, and has previously built law
enforcement shooting ranges in Chicago. However, Action
Target is prohibited from building a public target range
within the city's limits under the restrictions of the new
gun ordinance.

Randy Graham, vice president of Action Target, said,
"We believe that citizens have a constitutional right to use
and train with firearms in a safe and controlled
environment. As a leader in the firearms training industry,

Action Target is committed to standing up for these
rights."

"By banning public gun ranges," Gottlieb said, "and by
banning the loan and rental of firearms at such ranges,
Chicago is acting under color of law to deprive citizens of
their right to keep and bear arms, and to conveniently
receive the education required under the ordinance that is
necessary to obtain a Chicago Firearms Permit. The city is
violating both the Second and First amendments, and we
are asking the court to put an end to this nonsense."

***The Second Amendment Foundation (www.saf.org) is the nation's
oldest and largest tax-exempt education, research, publishing and legal
action group focusing on the Constitutional right and heritage to
privately own and possess firearms. Founded in 1974, The Foundation
has grown to more than 650,000 members and supporters and conducts
many programs designed to better inform the public about the
consequences of gun control. SAF has previously funded successful
firearms-related suits against the cities of Los Angeles; New Haven, CT;
and San Francisco on behalf of American gun owners, a lawsuit against
the cities suing gun makers and an amicus brief and fund for the
Emerson case holding the Second Amendment as an individual right.

SAF --NEWS RELEASES (above):

***************************************************
CCRKBA --NEWS RELEASES

San Francisco Plan Could Draw Lawsuit

http://www.ccrkba.org/
Sent: Wednesday, August 18, 2010 2:02 PM

SAN FRANCISCO EYES AMMUNITION
REGISTRY; CCRKBA VOWS LAWSUIT
BELLEVUE, WA. Today’s revelation that the City of San
Francisco might consider an ammunition registry scheme
brought a promise from the Citizens Committee for the
Right to Keep and Bear Arms that a lawsuit would quickly
follow.

CCRKBA Chairman Alan Gottlieb said in a report in
the San Francisco Examiner that Supervisor Michela
Alioto-Pier is working with the City Attorney’s Office to
craft legislation regarding an ammunition registry shows
the city has learned nothing from its defeat in court over a
2005 gun ban proposition. CCRKBA joined the Second
Amendment Foundation, National Rifle Association and
other plaintiffs in the lawsuit that nullified the ban because
it violates state statute. Now that the Second Amendment
has been incorporated to the states by the U.S. Supreme
Court, proposals like this one are even more dubious, he
observed.

It appears that Alioto-Pier is trying to be too clever by
half, Gottlieb said. It’s a de facto registration scheme
hiding behind a make-believe effort to crack down on
violent crime, and she knows it. We will fight it.
He noted that it is ironic for the city to be considering such
an idea on the eve of the annual Gun Rights Policy
Conference, scheduled for the weekend of Sept. 24-26 at
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the San Francisco Airport Hyatt Regency hotel. Gun rights
activists and experts from across the nation will gather at
the hotel to discuss recent court cases, current legal actions
and anti-gun proposals like the one now reportedly being
formulated by Alioto-Pier.

It would seem to me that with the state’s economy in
tatters, cutbacks in public safety budgets and federal courts
mandating that more criminals must be released from
prisons that the city would not make it harder for citizens
to defend themselves, Gottlieb stated. But in San
Francisco, it is politically fashionable to penalize honest
people for the misbehavior of the criminal element. It
makes you wonder whose side the government is on.

You can bet we’ll be discussing this at our conference
in September, he concluded. Ms. Alioto-Pier has an open
invitation to attend and explain her scheme to a room full
of experts.

Citizens Committee for the Right to Keep and Bear Arms
James Madison Building
12500 N.E. Tenth Place
Bellevue, WA 98005 Voice: 425-454-4911
Toll Free: 800-426-4302
FAX: 425-451-3959

CCRKBA --NEWS RELEASES (above):

***************************************************
Gun Owners of America NEWS RELEASES:
Gun Owners of America E-Mail Alerts
8001 Forbes Place, Suite 102, Springfield, VA 22151
Phone: 703-321-8585 / FAX: 703-321-8408
http://www.gunowners.org/ordergoamem.htm

Help Sharron Angle Defeat Harry Reid

Gun Owners of America E-Mail Alert
8001 Forbes Place, Suite 102, Springfield, VA 22151
Phone: 703-321-8585 / FAX: 703-321-8408
http://gunowners.org
Monday, August 30, 2010

Thank you, everyone, for your hard work over the last
few months. Because of your lobbying efforts, the NRA
has decided NOT TO ENDORSE anti-gun Senate Majority
Leader Harry Reid in his contest against Sharron Angle.

As you may remember, GOA had alerted you last
month to press reports indicating that the NRA might
endorse Reid. Followers of the Wall Street Journal read on
July 2 that:

 The chief lobbyist for the National Rifle Association
made an interesting admission to The Weekly
Standard following a Wednesday report by
RedState.com that the powerful gun lobby might
back Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid in his

general election battle against Republican Sharron
Angle.

 It's not that they might endorse Reid -- because they
might, said chief lobbyist Chris Cox -- but that the
issue doesn't appear to be as much about the records
of Reid and Angle, but rather the specter of a Senate
run by either Democratic Sens. Dick Durbin of
Illinois or New York Sen. Chuck Schumer.

GOA asked you to contact the NRA and to urge them
NOT TO ENDORSE Reid. Well, as of last week, the NRA
officially announced that they would not endorse him!

This is extremely good news, because it makes it more
likely that gun owners in Nevada will now be able to make
a more informed decision in November. Now, if we can
just encourage the NRA to take the next step and endorse
the pro-gun Sharron Angle!

Over her eight years in the Nevada legislature, Angle
stood 100% in favor of the Second Amendment, and was a
steadfast leader in protecting the constitutional liberties of
all Nevadans. Reid, on the other hand, has been a steadfast
OPPONENT of the right to keep and bear arms, having
earned an F rating from GOA.

To see Senator Harry Reid's anti-gun record, please see:
http://gunowners.org/is-harry-reid-pro-gun-or-anti-

gun.htm

GOA has been exposing Reid's record for months, and
has even set up a special section on our website to expose
his record. During this time, we have seen Reid's numbers
drop, while Angle has surged in the polls -- in fact, she
overcame what was at one time a 20-point deficit during
the primary to win the nomination in June.

Angle and Reid are now in a dead heat, as the
Rasmussen polling firm shows the two candidates are tied
at 47 percent.

ACTION: Please ask the NRA leadership to endorse
Sharron Angle in the Nevada Senate race -- as she is an
extremely pro-gun advocate. Encourage your family and
friends to contact them as well.

You can call the NRA at (800) 392-VOTE (8683).

Gun Owners of America NEWS RELEASES (above):

Gun Owners of America E-Mail Alert
8001 Forbes Place, Suite 102, Springfield, VA
22151
Phone: 703-321-8585 / FAX: 703-321-8408
http://gunowners.org

***************************************************

NSSF Bullet Points (below):
**Bullet Points 09-07-10
News of Note
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 'TAKE ME HUNTING, TAKE ME SHOOTING'
CAMPAIGN LAUNCHED . . . Task Force 20-20,
the committee formed at the NSSF Shooting Sports
Summit to evaluate opportunities to grow hunting
and the shooting sports, will begin testing its first
initiative -- a coordinated marketing effort in
selected states designed to reactivate lapsed hunters
and shooters. The Task Force 20-20 steering
committee has approved piloting the "Take Me
Hunting/Take Me Shooting" campaign this summer
and fall. NSSF will fund the effort out of a $500,000
overall commitment to support several Task Force
20-20 plans to aggressively promote hunting and
shooting. Read more.

 A LOOK AT AUGUST NSSF-ADJUSTED NICS
FIGURES . . . The FBI has released its National
Instant Criminal Background Check System (NICS)
figures for August 2010. NSSF-adjusted figures
(718,971) show a 4.6 percent increase over August
of last year (687,252). The adjusted NICS data were
derived by NSSF by subtracting out NICS purpose-
code permit checks used by several states such as
Kentucky and Utah for CCW permit application
checks as well as checks on active CCW permit
databases. Though not a direct correlation to
firearms sales, the adjusted NICS data provide a
more accurate picture of current market conditions.
Questions concerning NSSF-adjusted NICS data
should be directed to NSSF's research department at
203-426-1320 or research@nssf.org. In addition to
other purposes, NICS is used to check transactions
of firearms sales and transfers on new and used
handguns and long guns. Click here to find
additional information on NICS and to view
complete monthly NICS reports.

 AIMPOINT PLEDGES SUPPORT TO FIRST
SHOTS PROGRAM . . . As First Shots attendees
step to the firing line to learn about handguns and
modern sporting rifles, they'll find sighting-in a
simple process thanks to red-dot optics company
Aimpoint and its generous support of the program.
NSSF has announced the addition of Aimpoint to
the growing list of industry supporters of First
Shots, the NSSF-developed program that introduces
newcomers to target shooting.

 TAX-FREE WEEKEND A BOON FOR
LOUISIANA FIREARMS RETAILERS . . .
Louisiana retailers reported a boost in sales over the
weekend due to the state's Second Amendment
Weekend Sales Tax Holiday, held Friday to Sunday.
Shoppers were able to purchase firearms,
ammunition, hunting knives and other eligible items
tax free.

Legal & Legislative

 NSSF
SUPPORTS
ATF

MODERNIZATION ACT . . . Legislation, "The
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and
Explosives (ATF) Reform and Firearms
Modernization Act of 2009" (S. 941), strikes a fair
balance between providing ATF with additional
regulatory options to encourage even greater
compliance short of revocation while at the same
time affording licensees more rights and due process
in the regulatory scheme. The bi-partisan bill was
introduced by Sen. Mike Crapo (R-Idaho) and
Senate Judiciary Committee Chairman Patrick
Leahy (D-Vt.). It would allow ATF new powers to
issue fines and suspend licenses of federal firearms
licensees (as opposed to current regulations which
only allow for license revocation). The legislation
would also allow ATF to distinguish between more
serious violations and "benign/administrative"
violations. Furthermore, the legislation would create
an appeals process, whereby FFLs would have cases
heard before a neutral administrative law judge,
rather than an ATF official. NSSF is supportive of
this bill as it will help protect the rights of FFLs
while giving ATF more flexibility in how they
exercise their regulatory authority to encourage
enhanced compliance. Companion legislation in the
House was introduced by Rep. Steve King (R- Iowa)
and Zack Space (D-Ohio). This legislation has 240
co-sponsors in the House and 36 co-sponsors in the
Senate. Send a letter of support to Congress.

 NSSF BEGINS PLANNING FOR 2011
CONGRESSIONAL FLY-IN . . . The NSSF
Government Affairs team has begun planning for the
2011 Congressional Fly-In, tentatively scheduled for
April 6-7. Preparations for the Fly-In follow one of
the industry's most successful legislative years in
history -- success largely attributable to the work
undertaken during our 2010 Capitol Hill meetings.
Learn more.

 OBAMA ADMINISTRATION DENIES
IMPORTATION, SALE OF FIREARMS . . .
After previously approving the lawful importation of
nearly one million antique American made M1 rifles
from South Korea to the United States, the Obama
administration suddenly revoked the authorization
thereby denying the importation of these rifles. The
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administration's justification for banning the import
of these firearms relies upon the same false and
disproven arguments used to justify the "assault
weapons" ban back in 1994 and reflects current calls
by the anti-Second Amendment crowd to restore and
expand the ban.

 NYPD EYES CHANGES TO FIREARM
PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS . . . The
New York City Police Department intends to adopt
amendments to its rules pertaining to handgun
licenses, rifle/shotgun permits and organizations
possessing rifles and shotguns. Through the
proposed amendments, the police department is
claiming to be streamlining the application process
by removing some notary requirements, but it is
seeking broader unconstitutional power to deny law-
abiding New Yorkers their Second Amendment
rights. Read more.

 COURT FINDS NO JURISDICTION OVER
FOREIGN FIREARMS MANUFACTURER . . .
The U.S. Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals has
affirmed the dismissal of a products liability lawsuit
for "lack of personal jurisdiction" over the affiliate
of a now defunct Italian firearms manufacturer.
Read more.

 10-YEAR SENTENCE FOR VIRGINIA GUN
SHOP THEFT GETAWAY DRIVER . . . A
getaway driver involved in a Virginia Beach gun
shop theft was sentenced in Norfolk, Va., federal
court to 10 years in prison for his role in a nighttime
theft of 27 firearms. The theft occurred at the
Armory Gun Shop in Virginia Beach.

2010 Elections

 CHUCK IS BACK! . . . Action hero Chuck Norris
is riding to the rescue of the Second Amendment
with a new ad encouraging gun owners, hunters and
shooters to register to vote. The National Rifle
Association's Freedom Action Foundation (NRA-
FAF) is featuring Chuck Norris in a new series of
advertisements for its "Trigger the Vote" voter
registration campaign. "Tough Like Chuck," the first
in the new series of ads can be viewed here. NSSF
encourages industry members to promote the
campaign to help ensure that all of our customers
who are eligible to vote are registered. In most
states, the deadline to register to vote is one month
before the general election.

 MISSOURI REP. ROY BLUNT RECEIVES
NRA ENDORSEMENT . . . Rep. Roy Blunt (R-
Mo.) has received the National Rifle Association's
endorsement in his bid to replace Kit Bond in the
U.S. Senate. Blunt is a former Missouri governor
and an NRA board member. Read more.

 TENNESSEE CANDIDATES COMPETE FOR
GUN OWNERS' SUPPORT . . . Even as pro-gun
groups in Tennessee concentrate on legislative
races, the candidates for governor are continuing to
jockey for support of sportsmen and gun owners.
Read more about how Republican Bill Haslam and
Democrat Mike McWherter have made gun rights a
cornerstone of both of their campaigns.

**Bullet Points 08-23-10
President Signs Excise Tax Bill Into Law

 MAJOR VICTORY FOR FIREARMS
INDUSTRY AND CONSERVATION . . . The
president last week signed into law the Firearms
Excise Tax Improvement Act of 2010 (H.R. 5552).
The bill passed the House of Representatives at the
end of June by a vote of 412-6 and cleared the
Senate by unanimous consent on Aug. 5. The
legislation will allow firearm and ammunition
manufacturers to pay the federal excise tax on a
quarterly basis, just as other industries do. The
firearms and ammunition excise tax is a major
source of funding for wildlife conservation in
America. The signing of HR 5552 into law is a
victory for America's firearms industry, sportsmen
and conservation advocates everywhere. Read more.

Industry News

 RUGER, OLIN MAKE FORTUNE'S
'FASTEST-GROWING' LIST . . . Two companies
in the firearms and ammunition industry made
Fortune magazine's list of the 100 fastest-growing
companies for 2010.
Olin Corp., maker of
Winchester
ammunition, is listed at
No. 40. Gun maker
Sturm, Ruger & Co. is
listed at No. 67. See
this year's full list of
companies.

Legal & Legislative

 CONGRESSIONAL FUNDING TO ENHANCE
DOJ BORDER STRATEGY . . . Congress has
passed the Border Security Appropriations Bill,
providing $196 million for the Department of
Justice to surge federal law-enforcement efforts in
high-crime areas along the Southwest Border. As
part of the $196 million, the Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) will be
allocated funds for the establishment of seven
Project Gunrunner Impact teams (GRIT). These
teams are comprised of special agents and industry
operations investigators targeting firearms
trafficking along the Southwest border. Read more.
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 BORDER CONCERNS SPUR INCREASED
INTEREST IN CONCEALED CARRY . . .
Enrollment in concealed-carry classes along the Rio
Grande is on the rise, reports Texas news station
WOAI. Instructors are attributing the increase to the
possible threat of cross-border violence.

 NEVADA LAUNCHES APPRENTICE
HUNTING LICENSE PROGRAM . . . Nevada
has launched its apprentice hunting license program,
which was approved by the state legislature last
year. The program, similar to apprentice programs
launched in other states, is aimed at attracting more
youngsters to hunting. It is also part of the Families
Afield initiative of NSSF, the U.S. Sportsmen's
Alliance and National Wild Turkey Federation,
which has helped 30 states enact laws aimed at
providing more opportunities for new hunters.

 LAWSUIT FILED OVER CHICAGO GUN-
RANGE PROHIBITIONS . . . The Second
Amendment Foundation (SAF) has filed a lawsuit in
federal court against the City of Chicago's new
ordinance, asserting that "by banning gun ranges
open to the public . . . under color of law," the city is
depriving citizens of their right to keep and bear
arms in violation of the Second Amendment to the
U.S. Constitution. Representing SAF and its co-
plaintiffs are Alan Gura and David Sigale, who
teamed up on the landmark case, McDonald v. City
of Chicago. Joining SAF in the lawsuit are the
Illinois State Rifle Association, Action Target Inc.
and three individual plaintiffs, including a retired
Chicago police detective.

News of Note

 STEEL
CHALLENGE
CROWNS 2010
CHAMPIONS . .
. K.C. Eusebio
and Jessie Abbate took their third men's and
women's Steel Challenge titles, respectively, at the
World Speed Shooting Championships. Joining
them in the winner's circle were Phil Strader for the
Iron Sight Rimfire title and 17-year-old Ryan
Leonard for the Open Rimfire Pistol event. Abbate
also captured the Lady's Open Rimfire title. Julie
Golob was top woman shooter in the Iron Sight
Rimfire competition.

 ARIZONA GAME AND FISH ACQUIRES
LAND FOR RANGE . . . The purchase of the 160-
acre Foster Ranch property in Coconino County by
the Arizona Game and Fish Commission will
provide the site for the Northern Arizona Shooting
Range. The property meets the three objectives the

commission sought to achieve in selecting and
acquiring a site for the range. Read more.

 N.J. BEAR HUNT COULD SAVE TAXPAYERS
MONEY . . . The Daily Record reports that New
Jersey's scheduled six-day bear hunt in December
should be a money-saving bargain for the state's
residents. "In all likelihood, this hunt will save the
taxpayers a tremendous amount of money," said
Division of Fish and Wildlife Director Dave
Chanda. "Calls to local police as well as to our staff
are expected to decline, and we can all spend our
time doing other critical wildlife management rather
than spending countless hours responding to black
bear complaints." Chanda added that, "the cost to
taxpayers will be zero. All of the cost to administer
the hunt will be paid by hunters."

 FLORIDA SEEKS INPUT FOR BEAR
MANAGEMENT PLAN . . . Framework for a bear
management plan in the state has been put forth by
the Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission. The
draft, which includes input from multiple
stakeholders, does not change the current protected
status of black bears in Florida, but does include the
possibility of hunting in the future. The public may
comment on the proposal until Oct. 1.

Video

 GUNSI
TE
TIP:
'THE
PRES
ENTA
TION' . . . In NSSF's latest Shooting Sportscast
video, Gunsite Academy's Charlie McNeese
demonstrates the academy's method of drawing from
the holster. Called "The Presentation," it's a five-
step process that will get you out of the holster and
on target safely, quickly and accurately. Watch all of
NSSF's videos on YouTube or download them on
iTunes. Play Video

**Bullet Points 08-16-10
Legal & Legislative

 VIDEO: NSSF
DISCUSSES
THREAT TO
TRADITIONAL
AMMUNITION
. . . In response to
a petition filed
with the Environmental Protection Agency to ban
traditional ammunition, NSSF's Lawrence G. Keane
sits down to answer a few questions about this threat
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and what hunters and shooters can do to help. NSSF
urges all sportsmen to contact the EPA to oppose the
petition filed Aug. 3 by the extremist Center for
Biological Diversity. Learn more | Play video

 ILLINOIS GOVERNOR WANTS
REFERENDUM ON FIREARMS . . . According
to Capitol Fax, a political reporting news service,
Illinois Gov. Pat Quinn has filed a petition for an
advisory referendum this November asking voters in
Cook County whether they support a ban on semi-
automatic firearms and so-called "assault weapons"
(also semi-automatic). Though it appears the
petition is well short of the signatures needed to
place the question on the ballot, it's clear that Gov.
Quinn is attempting to attack the Second
Amendment rights of law-abiding gun owners in a
calculated political move that would circumvent the
recent Supreme Court Decision in McDonald v.
Chicago.

 LONG-GUN REGISTRATION ON MOVE IN
CALIFORNIA . . . Last week the California Senate
Appropriations Committee passed Assembly Bill
1810, legislation that would establish a registration
system for all newly acquired long guns. Under the
bill, personal information about the purchaser, along
with the make, model and serial number of the
firearm, would be recorded and sent to the
California Attorney General's office. This legislation
will now go to the full senate for a vote. Long-gun
registration has already passed the California
Assembly. Should it clear the state senate, it will
move to the governor's desk for his signature. NSSF
is encouraging all Californians to contact their state
senator and urge him or her to oppose this
registration scheme.

 RECENT UPDATES FROM ATF FOR
FIREARMS RETAILERS . . . NSSF has posted
several recent ATF updates for federal firearms
licensees (FFLs). The updates include ATF's latest
FFL newsletter, a new list of the most common
errors retailers encounter when processing Form 6
applications, the most recent edition of the "FFL
Quick Reference and Best Practices Guide" and an
update from ATF on its current procedures for
administrative hearings held as part of firearms
license proceedings (as posted in the Federal
Register).

 ONCE CONSIDERED PRO-GUN, SENATOR
ENDORSED BY ANTI-GUN GROUP . . . The
Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence has
endorsed U.S. Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand (D-N.Y.) in
her re-election bid. As a congresswoman
representing an upstate New York district, then U.S.
Rep. Gillibrand was considered to be pro-gun,

earning high marks from the National Rifle
Association. However, upon her appointment to
Hillary Clinton's senate seat, Gillibrand flip-flopped
on all major Second Amendment-related issues,
ultimately leading to last week's endorsement from
the Brady Campaign. "She was either being
dishonest with her voters in the congressional
district or she's being dishonest to the voters in New
York State," said NRA's chief lobbyist, Chris W.
Cox. "Either way, the key word is dishonest."

 REMEMBERING SEN. TED STEVENS . . .
NSSF lost a good friend last week in former Sen.
Ted Stevens. Stevens, 86, was a staunch supporter
of hunters, shooters, anglers and conservation. As
chairman of the Senate Appropriations Committee,
he played a major role in securing federal funding
for NSSF's Project HomeSafe/Project ChildSafe
program. This support, along with additional
funding from the firearms industry, has allowed this
firearm safety education initiative to distribute more
than 35 million gun lock safety kits free of charge to
gun owners in all 50 states and in the U.S.
Territories. The program continues to remind gun
owners to safely store their firearms in order to help
prevent gun-related accidents, particularly among
children.

NSSF Bullet Points (above):

***************************************************
USSA News Alerts (below):
U.S. Sportsmen's Alliance

8/19/2010

 Gun Registry Bill Moves Forward in California
A gun registry bill in California is dangerously close
to passage.

 Bear Management Framework Open for
Comment
Florida is currently seeking public input on a draft
framework that will guide the state’s future
development of black bear management plans.

 Bullseye Blog: Rushcreek Sportsmen’s Club-
There Since the Beginning
By Frank Price, Field Services Director
This is the first in a series of periodic blogs focusing
on some of the great sportsmen’s clubs across the
nation that are an integral part of U.S. Sportsmen’s
Alliance. Each one of these clubs, as well as
hundreds more, are on the front lines with the
Alliance defending and advancing our outdoor
heritage of hunting, shooting, fishing and trapping.
We would love to hear from your club and do a
feature about it and the work that it does. Show the
difference your club is making for the future of the
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outdoors. Please contact Frank Price at
fprice@ussportsmen.org or 614-888-4868 x 202.

8/11/2010

 Rocky Mountain Wolves Back on Endangered
Species List
Federal Judge Rules Against FWS and State
Management
The Northern Rocky Mountain wolves are again
listed as Endangered Species after a recent federal
court ruling, thus stopping management plans that
included hunting seasons in Idaho and Montana.

 Southeast Fish Ban Comments Solicited
Sport anglers have the opportunity to offer public
comments on a proposed ban that would affect
anglers off the Atlantic coast from Florida to North
Carolina.

 PETA Targets American Idol Contestant’s
Hunting Show
PETA’s latest campaign is aimed at a former
American Idol contestant over her new hunting
reality show.

 Bullseye Blog: Violence and the Animal
Liberation Front
USSA Communications Director Greg R. Lawson
discusses the potential for increased violence by
animal rights terrorists in today’s blog.

USSA News Alerts (above):
U.S. Sportsmen's Alliance

==================
ALERT FROM JEWS FOR THE PRESERVATION
OF FIREARMS OWNERSHIP

America's Aggressive Civil Rights Organization

JPFO ALERT: CAN THE SECOND
AMENDMENT AND ISLAM CO-EXIST?

September 3rd 2010
Please take our latest survey by reading an opinion

piece by a JPFO member - http://www.jpfo.org/articles-
assd02/the-leader.htm - and let us know if you agree or
disagree with our member's position. See Article Below:

THE LEADER
The next leader of the United States will be the person

who will look the American people in the eye and say:
"We are a Judeo-Christian nation. We pray to one God.

Our standards and our presence on this earth are based on
the ethics, morals and righteousness found in the 10
Commandments as handed directly to Moses.

"Those who pray to Allah have proclaimed their goal is
our forced conversion to Islam or death. They have
professed themselves with direct statements and by the

failure of their brothers-in-jihad to refute such
affirmations. They have declared war on us and have acted
upon that declaration.

"Now is time for us - American Jews, Christians,
whites, blacks and browns alike - to expel this enemy from
within our borders and remove all evidence of their
mosques. Further, criminal or terrorist attacks upon any
Christian, Jewish or Judeo-Christian individual or nation
by a member of an enemy state will bring about nuclear
retaliation to one or more of these adversarial harbors."

Taking such a forceful and strong stand might bring
about the "holy war" these jihadist are spoiling for. Not
following such a forceful and strong stand will surely
cause the peace-loving America we know to cease to exist.
Therefore, we must take a proactive position and
disengage in all limited wars on foreign soil. To do
otherwise only allows these criminal combatants more
time to build their weapons of mass destruction and
delivery devices.

All right, already, I know what you're thinking . . . isn't
this the same as what Hitler tried to do to the Jews and
what the KKK's goal was for blacks? Not even in the same
ballpark. Blacks and Jews have never been a threat to
America (or any other nation). They are small minorities
with no world domination agenda. Whereas Muslims are
not a minority and their extremist/killers cannot be
separated out because of Muslims' universal refusal to
disavow themselves (separate themselves out) from their
warring fellows in jihad. As to legal justifcation to this
apparent violation of a select group's constitutional rights?
I'm only using the same logic the liberals have been
propagating since FDR, to wit:

Since the Supreme Court has defined and justified the
General Welfare clause (Art I Sect 8) as the giving of our
money to victims of foreign catastrophic events - how can
they refuse the same logic by removing a bona fide threat
from our shores? Does that not fall under the same General
Welfare of the country? In other words, what could be
more beneficial to the General Welfare of America than to
alleviate a bona fide worry and the inherent danger of
allowing our enemy to live amongst us? Surely the General
Welfare of all Judeo-Christian Americans would be
significantly better if this sworn enemy were removed
from our neighborhoods.

In addition, Article I, Section 8 states: "Congress shall
have the power to . . . repel invasions." Muslim infiltration
via our open-immigration policies and/or illegal entry is,
nonetheless, an invasion. Congress must do its duty and
repel the foray of this dedicated group of killers, including
their supporters, and thus "provide for the common
defense" of this Judeo-Christian nation.

Chuck Klein

=================
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Question: If such a leader came about in America,
would these comments lead to violence in our cities?

Question: Would you use The Second Amendment to
defend a country created on Judeo-Christian values against
another religion as pointed out in the opinion piece?

This alert on JPFO -
http://www.jpfo.org/alerts2010/alert20100903.htm NOTE
- we will be posting survey results on this page so be sure
to check it out after about 24 hours and beyond.

"No Guns for Jews" is coming next week. The freedom
haters will not be happy with YOUR new weapon.

Get an aggressive defense of your Second Amendment
rights, team up with JPFO today! -
http://www.jpfo.org/filegen-a-m/member.htm

The JPFO Liberty Crew
Protecting you by creating solutions to destroy "gun

control"

==================
JPFO ALERT: WHAT IS YOUR LINE IN
THE SAND?

August 23rd 2010

What will provoke you to use the Second Amendment to
rebel against a government gone bad?

Will it be:

1) - The closing of the banks and freezing your money?
2) - How about Martial law?
3) - Cutting Social Security and Medicare payments by

25-50%?
4) - Food shortages?
5) - Losing your home?
6) - Brutality by government agents against you and

your family?
7) - Another tax increase?
8) - Fraudulent elections?
9) - You realize you have nothing to lose?
10) - UN small arms treaty becomes law in America
11) - Your religion is attacked by government.
12) - Government determines your home is to be shared

with a homeless person(s)
13) - The IRS audits you due to political activism.
14) - Public schools instruct your children to report on

your private life.
15) - Or -- Tell us what your line in the sand is, and also

how you might plan to respond?

Please take our latest survey anonymously and tell the
world what your line in the sand is. When does the Second
Amendment become your tool of choice for rebellion to
bring back a Bill of Rights culture to America?

Think carefully and thoughtfully. This could be the
most important question you have ever asked
yourself. Your life may depend upon your answer.

Please share your message for liberty that can be heard
throughout every nook and cranny of America. Take our
survey now at - http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/line-in-
sand

Thank you.

This alert on JPFO -
http://www.jpfo.org/alerts2010/alert20100823.htm NOTE
- we will be posting survey results on this page so be sure
to check it out after about 24 hours and beyond.

The JPFO Liberty Crew
Protecting you by creating solutions to destroy "gun

control"
Box 270143, Hartford, WI 53027, USA

================
JPFO ALERT: WILL THERE BE AN
"OCTOBER SURPRISE"?

August 19th 2010
Please take our anonymous survey and tell us what you

think the "October Surprise" will be and share your
insights with all who frequent our site

False Flag Terrorism "False flag terrorism"
occurs when elements within a government stage a
secret operation whereby government forces pretend to
be a targeted enemy while attacking their own forces or
people. The attack is then falsely blamed on the enemy in
order to justify going to war against that enemy. Or as
Wikipedia defines it: False flag operations are covert
operations conducted by governments, corporations, or
other organizations, which are designed to deceive the
public in such a way that the operations appear as if they
are being carried out by other entities. The name is derived
from the military concept of flying false colors; that is,
flying the flag of a country other than one's own. False flag
operations are not limited to war and counter-insurgency
operations, and have been used in peace-time; for example,
during Italy's strategy of tension. The term comes from the
old days of wooden ships, when one ship would hang the
flag of its enemy before attacking another ship in its own
navy. Because the enemy's flag was hung instead of the
flag of the real country of the attacking ship, it was called a
"false flag" attack.

There are many examples of false flag attacks
throughout history. For example, it is widely known that
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the Nazis, in Operation Himmler, faked attacks on their
own people and resources which they blamed on the Poles,
to justify the invasion of Poland. And it has now been
persuasively argued — as shown, for example, in this
History Channel video — that Nazis set fire to their
own parliament, the Reichstag, and blamed that fire on
others. The Reichstag fire was the watershed event which
justified Hitler's seizure of power and suspension of
liberties.

And in the early 1950s, agents of an Israeli terrorist cell
operating in Egypt planted bombs in several buildings,
including U.S. diplomatic facilities, then left behind
"evidence" implicating the Arabs as the culprits (one of the
bombs detonated prematurely, allowing the Egyptians to
identify the bombers). Israel's Defense Minister was
brought down by the scandal, along with the entire Israeli
government. Click here for verification.

The Russian KGB apparently conducted a wave of
bombings in Russia in order to justify war against
Chechnya and put Vladimir Putin into power (see also
this essay and this report). And the Turkish government
has been caught bombing its own and blaming it on a rebel
group to justify a crackdown on that group. Muslim
governments also play this game. For example, the well-
respected former Indonesian president claimed that their
government had a role in the Bali bombings.

This sounds nuts, right? You've never heard of this
"false flag terrorism," where a government attacks its own
people then blames others in order to justify its goals,
right? And you are skeptical of the statements discussed
above? Please take a look at these historical quotes:

"If tyranny and oppression come to this land, it will be
in the guise of fighting a foreign enemy." - U.S. President
James Madison

"Why of course the people don't want war ... But after
all it is the leaders of the country who determine the
policy, and it is always a simple matter to drag the people
along, whether it is a democracy, or a fascist dictatorship,
or a parliament, or a communist dictatorship ... Voice or no
voice, the people can always be brought to the bidding of
the leaders. That is easy. All you have to do is to tell them
they are being attacked, and denounce the pacifists for lack
of patriotism and exposing the country to danger. It works
the same in any country." - Hermann Goering, Nazi leader.

**What about the U.S.?
Is it logical to assume that, even if other countries have

carried out false flag operations (especially horrible
regimes such as, say, the Nazis or Stalin), the U.S. has
never done so? Well, as documented by the New York
Times, Iranians working for the C.I.A. in the 1950's posed
as Communists and staged bombings in Iran in order to

turn the country against its democratically-elected
president (see also this essay).

And, as confirmed by a former Italian Prime Minister,
an Italian judge, and the former head of Italian
counterintelligence, NATO carried out terror bombings in
Italy with the help of the Pentagon and CIA and blamed
communists in order to rally people’s support for their
governments in Europe in their fight against communism.
As one participant in this formerly-secret program stated:
"You had to attack civilians, people, women, children,
innocent people, unknown people far removed from any
political game. The reason was quite simple. They were
supposed to force these people, the Italian public, to turn to
the state to ask for greater security."

Moreover, declassified U.S. Government documents
show that in the 1960s, the U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff
signed off on a plan code-named Operation
Northwoods to blow up American airplanes (using an
elaborate plan involving the switching of airplanes), and
also to commit terrorist acts on American soil, and then to
blame it on the Cubans in order to justify an invasion of
Cuba. The operation was not carried out only because the
Kennedy administration refused to implement these
Pentagon plans.

For lots more on the astonishing Operation
Northwoods, see the ABC news report; the official
declassified documents; and watch this interview with
James Bamford, the former Washington Investigative
Producer for ABC's World News Tonight with Peter
Jennings. One quote from the Northwoods documents
states: "A 'Remember the Maine' incident could be
arranged: We could blow up a US ship in Guantanamo
Bay and blame Cuba. Casualty lists in US newspapers
would cause a helpful wave of national indignation."

**What about Al-Qaeda?
You might think Al-Qaeda is different. It is very

powerful, organized, and out to get us, right? Consider
this Los Angeles Times article, reviewing a BBC
documentary entitled The Power of Nightmares, which
shows that the threat from Al Qaeda has been vastly
overblown (and see this article on who is behind the
hype). And former National Security Adviser Zbigniew
Brzezinski testified to the Senate that the war on terror is
"a mythical historical narrative."

And did you know that the FBI had penetrated the cell
which carried out the 1993 World Trade Center bombing,
but had – at the last minute – cancelled the plan to have its
FBI infiltrator substitute fake powder for real explosives,
against the infiltrator's strong wishes? See also this TV
news report.

Have you heard that the CIA is alleged to have met with
Bin Laden two months before 9/11? Did you know that
years after 9/11 the FBI first stated that it did not have
sufficient evidence to prosecute Bin Laden for 9/11? (See
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also this partial confirmation by the Washington Post) And
did you see the statement in Newsweek by the CIA
commander in charge of the capture that the U.S. let Bin
Laden escape from Afghanistan?

Have you heard that the anthrax attacks – which were
sent along with notes purportedly written by Islamic
terrorists – used a weaponized anthrax strain from the top
U.S. bioweapons facility? Indeed, top bioweapons experts
have stated that the anthrax attack may have been a CIA
test "gone wrong." For more on this, see this article by a
former NSA and naval intelligence officer and this
statement by a distinguished law professor and bioterror
expert (and this one).

It is also interesting that the only Congress members
mailed anthrax letters were key Democrats, and that the
attacks occurred one week before passage of the freedom-
curtailing PATRIOT Act, which seems to have scared
them and the rest of Congress into passing that act without
even reading it. And though it may be a coincidence,
White House staff began taking the anti-anthrax medicine
before the Anthrax attacks occurred.

Even General William Odom, former director of the
National Security Agency, said "By any measure the US
has long used terrorism. In ‘78-79 the Senate was trying to
pass a law against international terrorism, yet in every
version they produced, the lawyers said the US would be
in violation" (the audio is here).

**Why Does This Matter?
Please read what the following highly respected people

are saying:
Former prominent Republican U.S. Congressman

and CIA official Bob Barr stated that the U.S. is close
to becoming a totalitarian society and that elements in
government are using fear to try to bring this about.

Republican U.S. Congressman Ron Paul stated that the
government "is determined to have martial law." He also
said a contrived "Gulf of Tonkin-type incident may occur
to gain popular support for an attack on Iran." Former
National Security Adviser Brzezinski told the Senate
that a terrorist act might be carried out in the U.S. and
falsely blamed on Iran to justify yet another war.

The former Assistant Secretary of the Treasury in the
Reagan administration, Paul Craig Roberts, who is called
the "Father of Reaganomics" and is a former editor and
columnist for the Wall Street Journal, BusinessWeek, and
Scripps Howard News Service, has said: "Ask yourself:
Would a government that has lied us into two wars and is
working to lie us into an attack on Iran shrink from staging
'terrorist' attacks in order to remove opposition to its
agenda?

Retired 27-year CIA analyst Ray McGovern, who
prepared and presented Presidential Daily Briefs and
served as a high-level analyst for several presidents, stated

that if there was another major attack in the U.S., it would
lead to martial law. He went on to say:

"We have to be careful, if somebody does this kind of
provocation – big violent explosions of some kind – we
have to not take the word of the masters there in
Washington that this was some terrorist event because it
could well be a provocation allowing them, or seemingly
to allow them to get what they want."

The former CIA analyst would not put it past the
government to "play fast and loose" with terror alerts and
warnings and even terrorist events in order to rally people
behind the flag.

General Tommy Franks stated that if another terrorist
attack occurs in the United States "the Constitution will
likely be discarded in favor of a military form of
government." Former UN Weapons Inspector Scott Ritter
stated before the Iraq war started that there were no
weapons of mass destruction. He is now saying that he
would not rule out staged government terror by the U.S.
government. And British Parliament Member George
Galloway stated that "there is a very real danger" that the
American government will stage a false flag terror attack
in order to justify war against Iran and to gain complete
control domestically.

The abundance of reliable information in this essay
suggests that not only has the U.S. in the past
conducted false flag operations, but there is a
possibility that 9/11 involved some element of this
deceit, and a future false flag operation cannot be ruled
out. Let us spread this news to all who care so that we
might build the critical mass necessary to stop these secret
operations and work together for a more caring civil
society.

Special Note: For a collection of reliable, verifiable
information suggesting that 9/11 may have been a form of
false flag operation, please see the 9/11 Information Center
available at this link.

What you can do:
Inform your media and political representatives of this

vital information on false flag operations. To contact those
close to you, click here. Urge them also to join in calling
for the release of secret documents related to such
operations and for a new, impartial investigation of 9/11.

Learn more about 9/11 and the secret societies which
may have been involved in this powerful lesson from the
free Insight Course.

Read concise summaries of revealing major media
reports available here suggesting elements of government
either allowed or facilitated the 9/11 attacks.

Read other powerful, reliable articles dealing with the
9/11 at this link.

Spread this news to your friends and colleagues, and
recommend this article on key news websites so that we
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can fill the role at which the major media is sadly failing.
Together, we can make a difference.

Final Note: WantToKnow.info believes it is important
to balance disturbing cover-up information with
inspirational writings which call us to be all that we can be
and to work together for positive change. Please visit our
Inspiration Center at
http://www.WantToKnow.info/inspirational for an
abundance of uplifting material.

See our archive of revealing news articles at
www.WantToKnow.info/indexnewsarticles

This alert on JPFO -
http://www.jpfo.org/alerts2010/alert20100819.htm

==================

JPFO ALERT: AMBUSH AHEAD!
August 16th 2010
The months immediately following this November

election will see the Second Amendment in more danger
than at any time in American history. Read this urgent
warning! - http://www.jpfo.org/articles-assd02/lame-
ducks-and-guns.htm:

Gunowners Should Expect the Worst from
a Lame-Duck Congress

By Aaron Zelman
© Jews for the Preservation of Firearms Ownership

President Obama has recently dropped his cagey and
coy dissembling about his true “gun control” plans. In July
of this year he once again made it completely clear that he
was in favor of a renewed “assault weapon” ban. Go
direct to video -
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H0ANGbAwdTw .

Obama is no longer laying low on the issue. We also
know where Obama’s socialist Supreme Court appointees
Sotomayor (who voted against the McDonald decision),
and almost certainly Kagan, stand on citizens owning
firearms. Kagan is just another Sotomayor when it comes
to 2A. Like Sotomayor, she waffled and said all the right
things to gain her confirmation by the Senate. Do you
really think Kagan would have voted in favor of Heller or
McDonald? No, who can now seriously doubt that Obama,
and those who he’s appointed, are not deeply ingrained
enemies of the Second Amendment?

Why this recent renewal of Obama’s true agenda? Up
until now Obama knew that he did not have the votes in
Congress to pass anti-gun legislation. “Gun control” is, at
this time, a political non-starter. So he temporarily put on
his sheep’s clothing and played the “moderate” on gun
rights. This has well suited his actual wider purpose.

With an anticipated lame-duck session of Congress
after the November elections, Obama’s strategy is certain

to surface. In many ways it will be a “now or never”
opportunity for him. It will also be a last gasp chance at
bitter revenge from liberal anti-gun politicians who will
have been rejected by an angry November electorate.

Few of the newcomers to Congress will have the
slightest bit of sympathy for much of Obama’s agenda.
After all, nearly every one of them will have been ushered
in because of voters’ fury with the Obama promoted
policies. These “newbies” won’t have the slightest
inclination to go along with fresh “gun control” schemes.

So Obama truly has nothing to lose…and everything to
gain…by pushing with all his might for huge and sweeping
“gun control” schemes in the lame-duck session.

Additionally, for many Democrats (and even the more
liberal Republicans) who do not face re-election this
November, the writing is clearly on the wall. Very simply
put: These “representatives” voted for Obamacare. They
are also known to be pro-amnesty (or leaning that way) for
illegal aliens. Many of them can hear the not-so-distant
sound of their plush D.C. office doors slamming behind
them on their way out the next time their names appear on
a ballot.

Many Democrats (and some Republicans) must be
thinking “I’m out of here anyway, either this coming
November, or when I next run for re-election. So what
have I possibly got to lose by voting for the gun control
legislation I’ve secretly wanted all along?” There is a
perverse logic at work here. This lame-duck session will
likely be a “sour grapes” gathering like none we’ve seen in
our lifetimes.

What are some of the things a lame-duck Congress
might do to your gun rights? Think hard on these points:

1. The very most dangerous? What if one of the pro-
Second Amendment Justices on the Supreme Court dies, or
retires for health reasons? A lame-duck session of
Congress could push through an anti-gun appointee with
no more opposition than the Sotomayor or Kagan
confirmations received. The stage will be set for the
overturning of both the Heller and the McDonald
decisions. Crazy and paranoid? Think again.

2. A renewed “Assault Weapons Ban”. It’s official:
Obama wants it. Further sales of so-called “military
patterned” rifles would be outlawed, and registration of
existing rifles would almost certainly be mandated (as they
were in California during the last AWB).

Who cares what the Supreme Court decisions of late
have declared? A legal challenge could take several years
to filter up to an Obama-stacked Supreme Court to be
heard. Your previously Unregistered semi-automatic is
now on the books and in centralized computer data bases.
Damage done. (The U.N. applauding gleefully, I might
add.)

3. All used military brass could once and for all be
ordered destroyed by a command of Congress. Don’t think



Page 41

the anti-gun cabal ignores ammunition re-loaders. Far from
it. By striking economically at ammunition re-loaders, the
anti-gun politicians know that they are punishing many of
the truly hard core gun owners and 2A advocates. Or
maybe the brass won’t be destroyed. Might it be passed
along to the U.N. to be reloaded by “International
Agencies” for enforcement purposes? Give the brass to the
Blue Hats? (Again, U.N. cheers of support.)

4. Ammunition, gun powder, primers, bullets and
factory brass could be burdened with huge increases in
excise taxes and/or a license to purchase. Congress is
desperate for tax revenues. Ammo is, after all, a “public
health danger” isn’t it? (Obama and his crew could also
use some of that money to further help the U.N. with its
Small Arms Treaty.)

5. The U.N. could easily fast track the Small Arms
Treaty and it might even be approved by a lame-duck
Senate. Hillary Clinton has been busy with this one. She
and Obama, and a whole pack of ardent “gun control”
supporters, are in full agreement on this deeply anti-
American treaty.

6. A lame-duck Congress could very well double (or
triple) the size and authority of the goon squad BATFE. Of
course this would all be done under the guise of “national
security”. The utterly corrupt Mexican government is
quite eager to get cozier with the BATFE. What if open
gang warfare breaks out north of the border, and dozens of
innocents are caught in the crossfire? Liberal politicians
and bureaucrats will hysterically resurrect “The 90
Percent Lie”.

7. And, last but not least, gun show sales could be
restricted to FFL holders only. The chance to buy
unregistered firearms from other private citizens will
cease. Required: Form 4473s and F.B.I. NICS Check (and
accompanying fees) for every gun sold. The global “gun
control” bandwagon continues on its merry way with the
aid of burgeoning computerized databases. It cannot be
said too often: register, then confiscate. Over and over
and over again, history demonstrates this malevolent
pattern. See, "Death by Gun Control", and "Innocents
Betrayed".

Along with following your conscience and common
sense with your time in the voting booth this November,
any gun owner who doesn’t take this “window of
opportunity” to stock up on guns or ammunition is being
downright short sighted.

Politicians have access to ammunition sales volumes
via the taxation of the manufacturers. The same goes for
gun production volumes. Every new gun and box of
ammunition that is bought by the citizenry of this nation is
a “vote” for the Second Amendment, the Guardian of the
Bill of Rights.

Encourage your friends and neighbors to buy guns and
ammo NOW. Buy any and all firearms and ammunition

you can afford. Do so as quickly and privately as you
possibly can. Take proactive moves now, before a lame-
duck Congress and this aggressively anti-American
President closes the door even further on your right to
protect the lives of yourself and your loved ones.

Also, invest in “intellectual ammunition” for the
defense of our liberty by supporting JPFO. Your donations
are used efficiently and effectively in our battle to win the
“hearts and minds” of intellectually honest Americans, and
to expose the enemies of freedom in our midst. JPFO’s
materials are the perfect tools for you to use to introduce
your friends and neighbors to the importance of
widespread gun ownership. Make it a personal goal to
bring at least one other person into the ranks of educated
gun ownership. Much of our material is free on our
website, but please remember that these “freedom tools”
cannot be created for free. Thank you for your
commitment to American liberty and all the support you
provide.

This alert on JPFO -
http://www.jpfo.org/alerts2010/alert20100816.htm

2ND Amendment explained video download available at:
http://www.jpfo.org/filegen-a-m/2a-today-download.htm

Smash Jewish “Gun Controllers” Today

http://www.jpfo.org/pdf03/SmashLetter.pdf
The Obama administration has created an emergency

need to confront the sheer arrogance of Jewish gun
prohibitionists — humiliating them in the eyes of the
world…

We have the proven strategy to accomplish that. Did
you know our latest handbill ads, attacking Maryland State
Democratic politicians Brian E. Frosh and Samuel I
Rosenberg as “bagel brains”, and Maryland State
Democratic Senator, Michael G. Lenett, generated waves
of publicity for the JPFO pro-freedom agenda across the
country — in just a matter of hours?

…This included major news outlets such as the
Baltimore Sun Times, the Chicago Tribune, CBS News, the
San Francisco Examiner, and the Baltimore and
Washington D.C. Jewish Weeklies. More emotional
publicity than any other project in our 20 year history.

Think we are just talking pie-in-the-sky publicity – not
solid results?

No so. Within 72 hours of Senator Lenett being
confronted with his flyer by a black man, he withdrew his
controversial “gun control” bill. The key to that
phenomenal victory? The direct confrontation of Jewish
politicians for promoting the racism of “gun control” by
JPFO — a Jewish organization itself. The targeted
politicians and their lap dog media were reduced to
uttering mindless platitudes and lies. We won. The
evidence is in: reaching ethnic/racial groups — in their
own context — about the danger of “gun control” really
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works! For example, the big mouths in the black
community who support “gun control”, have been much
quieter since our No Guns for Negroes documentary was
produced with your support. Introducing Our Brand-New
documentary We’re now leveraging that powerful strategy
with a groundbreaking documentary – No Guns for Jews.
This film will rock and sock the liberal Jewish
commmunity!

Among other uniquely powerful messages, it pinpoints
Jewish “bagel brains” who are dangerously stupid enough
to support U.N. “gun control” schemes. We will expose the
total failure of modern “gun control” laws in the world;
and alert naïve Jews and all others to the oncoming plans
of the Jew and freedom-hating U.N. to end worldwide
private firearms ownership.

In the most sinister threat ever to your Second
Amendment rights, the Barack “Hussein” Obama and
Hillary Clinton cabal has committed America to embrace
the U.N. Small Arms treaty that will register and control
the sale of all arms. Historically this has lead to
confiscation. Over five hundred anti-gun groups and
countries are pushing this movement and now the United
States has joined in No Guns for Jews can spearhead a
counterstrike.

We have already started film production. With just
modest support all interviews have been filmed, the script
is finished, and now we’re searching for the correct
historical stock photos, footage, music, and narration
talent.

No Guns for Jews will be award-winning quality, as all
our other films have been. No punches will be pulled with
the “we know what’s best for you” crowd. We have
acquired very powerful facts, materials and resources to
confront the “bagel brains”. We will expose “bagel brain”
Jews who endanger all Jews and all other citizens with
their “gun control” “sickness”.

The documentary challenges the viewer to answer the
question: Will you Live by G-d’s Law, or Choose to Die
from Man’s Law?

ONLY JPFO CAN MAKE THIS FILM! We have the
knowledge, the insight, and the guts to do it.

There is so much more in the film I want to tell you
about, but don’t want our enemies to know the full
contents before the film is in your hands, on the internet,
and You Tube — blindsiding their evil agenda. Successful
as our other six films have been, No Guns for Jews is
destined to have an even greater impact around the world.
Ask yourself what your 2A rights and firearms are worth to
you and your loved ones, then choose your most generous
level of tax deductible support on the donation form.

This time around cameras cannot keep rolling without
your help. Time is not on our side; the voting record of our
arrogant, power-grabbing congress — and the devastating
impact of the pending U.N. treaty — proves we must move
quickly or lose it all.

But take heart from the dramatic impact No Guns for
Negroes is having, not just in the black community…Now,
with your immediate, generous support for the same
strategy, we can stop cycnical Jewish politicians in their
tracks, bringing the vital freedom message to the Jewish
community at large – but again, to tens of millions of
additional citizens.

Yours for Liberty,
Aaron S. Zelman, Executive Director

==================
***Armed Citizen Report:

GunVault
<http://cbs4.com/local/Palmetto.Bay.shooting.2.1729133.

html> >>

Ambushed Palmetto Bay Man Tells
Survival Story

Reporting Gary Nelson

PALMETTO BAY (CBS4) ― John Lee says he's
convinced they would have killed him if he hadn't had his
gun. Lee was talking from his hospital bed Wednesday
about the three armed robbers who ambushed him in the
parking lot of his Palmetto Bay apartment complex,
shooting him four times as he fired back with his own
pistol.

"They told me 'give it up,' but they didn't give me a
chance. They just shot," Lee said as he lay sedated in his
Ryder Trauma Center bed with bandages covering his
abdomen, left arm and left hand. Lee was set upon as he
got out of his car at the Royal Coast apartment complex
where he lives shortly after midnight Tuesday morning.

Lee said the bandits gave him no opportunity to comply
with their demands before two of them started shooting.

"The first bullet caught me in the hand and spun me
around," Lee said. "I reached for it. I started firing my gun.
I must have gotten hit a couple more times, but I didn't feel
it at the time. I just started firing back, and the guys ran
off."

Lee said he was concerned for his wounded arm and
hand, unaware that two slugs had hit him in the gut.

"I looked down at my shirt and I saw blood spewing
everywhere. I took off my shirt and that's when I knew I
was hit."

Lee, a father of four and a supervisor at Sam's Club
where he has worked for ten years, got a permit to carry a
concealed weapon several years ago.

"It's rough out there. You never know. So I decided to
get my concealed weapon permit, hoping I'd never have to
use it."

Lee says he drew his gun, a Glock semi-automatic
pistol, only after the robbers started shooting. He's
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convinced the attackers, who made no attempt to conceal
their faces, would have killed him had he not been armed.

"If I hadn't had my gun on me, I wouldn't be talking to
you right now," Lee said. "They would have finished me
off."

Lee said he does not routinely carry the gun on him, but
decided to tuck it into his waistband Tuesday morning
because he was getting home late after a long day at work,
followed by a visit to see a sick relative.

Lee said his attackers were dressed in "all in black"
with pullover "hoodies," and appeared to be in their late
teens to mid-twenties. He had never seen any of the men
before but "would know them immediately" if he saw them
again.

He said he was determined not to allow himself to be
killed, for the sake of his children. He didn't want to leave
them without a father.

"I can't even contemplate that, not being around my
kids, not seeing them grow up," he said, his voice choking.

Despite being shot four times, including two shots to
the abdomen, no major organs were struck. Doctors
operated on Lee's shattered hand and arm, but his
abdominal wounds did not require surgery.

"I'm blessed. It could have ended up a different way,"
he said.

Police ask anyone with information to call
CrimeStoppers at 305-471-TIPS (8477).
http://www.personaldefensenetwork.com/articles/events-
and-industry-news/dont-be-a-victim-episode-6/

==================

***News Links

10-09-05 Range abuse irks PGC
Damage inflicted by non-hunters concerns officials
Pennsylvania Game Commission Wildlife Conservation

Officer Mark Rutkowski knew that many of the people who used
the public shooting range on State Game Lands 127 in Monroe
County weren’t the typical hunters sighting in their rifles for deer
season.

In fact, many of the people that Rutkowski encountered using
the range weren’t even hunters at all.

They were, according to Rutkowski, suspected terrorists, gang
members from Brooklyn, N.Y., and even commando-like
nationals from the Balkans and the former Yugoslavia.

The groups certainly didn’t fit the description of the typical
hunter, but they were free to use the range and any other located
on State Game Lands.

Other unique groups that Rutkowski said he encountered on
the SGL 127 range included members of a biker gang, people
blasting televisions and computer monitors with shotguns and an
influx of residents from New York and New Jersey who flocked
there to shoot military-style rifles and clearly had no intention of
hunting.

And the damage left behind was enormous. Blasted
televisions, appliances and other junk were left behind for PGC

personnel to clean up. Rifle rests and target posts were
disintegrated by countless rounds of ammunition, and, Rutkowski
said, the criminal element was using the public range as a training
ground.

“These ranges are for the sportsmen who wants to sight in a
deer rifle or those who want to target shoot with a .22,” he said.
“But this is how far we’ve gotten away from that, and that’s why
we need some corrective action.”

Rutkowski and the other WCOs across the state might get
those corrective measures when the PGC board meets Oct. 4 and
5 in Wilkes-Barre. On the agenda is a proposal to require
individuals who use public ranges on State Game Lands to either
possess a valid hunting/furtaker license or purchase a $30 annual
permit from the Game Commission.

If the proposal passes and goes into effect, Rutkowski says
the responsible users mainly will be the ones using the ranges
again and the damage, safety and maintence issues will decrease.

“The sportsmen and the serious shooters won’t be impacted
by this,” he said.

PGC board president Jay Delaney of Wilkes-Barre said the
agency has worked hard to rebuild and enhance many of its
ranges and he is supportive of measures that will protect them.

Delaney didn’t say whether he would support the proposal,
adding he wants input from his fellow commissioners before he
decides how to vote.

Still, Delaney did admit something has to be done to curb the
abuse, pointing out that the newly remodeled range on SGL 91 in
Suscon has received significant damage, ranging from pavilion
posts being shot to rounds fired through the roof.

The range on SGL 91 was closed in 2005 but reopened in
January 2009 after the agency spent $78,422 from the Growing
Greener II bond to upgrade the facility.

“It’s very labor intensive for our Food and Cover crews to
maintain the ranges and there’s been an enormous amount of
destruction since we rebuilt them,” Delaney said. “I’m looking
forward to hearing discussion from my fellow commissioners
about this proposal.”

PGC Northeast Region Education and Information supervisor
Tim Conway said he has witnessed non-hunters using other
ranges as well, such as the one on SGL 226 in Sweet Valley.

It was there that Conway said he encountered six individuals
shooting AR assault rifles, a type of firearm that can’t legally be
used for hunting.

“We’re basically giving a free ride for everyone under the sun
to shoot whichever firearm they want,” said Conway, adding that
regulations posted at numerous locations on each range are
frequently ignored.

Erich Pratt, director of communications with the Gunowners
of America, said if funds from the sale of the $30 permit are used
for maintenance costs for the ranges it sounds like a fair use.

He also said the fee didn’t seem exorbitant nor would it be
something that would deter legitimate shooters from using the
ranges.

“It certainly doesn’t seem like price-gouging,” Pratt said. “I
don’t think gun owners would have a problem with it when you
compare it to a private range that can cost $20 to $25 per visit.”

The PGC has 29 ranges throughout the state and spends
approximately $200,000 a year in maintenance costs.
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http://www.timesleader.com/sports/Range_abuse_irks_PGC_09-
05-2010.html?searchterm=suscon+range

10-09-04 Gunfire scatters Edgewood shoppers
Shoppers and passers-by scurried for cover Friday afternoon

when gunmen opened fire on each other in the parking lot of busy
Edgewood Towne Center.

"It's insanity. It could have been tragic," said Edgewood
police Chief Robert Payne after learning that no bystanders had
been hurt. "This is a holiday weekend. The Towne Center
probably had more people than normal, and on any given
afternoon it's crowded."

Payne believes the only casualty was a man in a car who got
help from a passing paramedic along South Braddock Avenue in
Regent Square, about a mile from the shopping center. The man,
who was shot in the arm or leg, was taken to a hospital where he
was being questioned by Allegheny County police, the chief said.

"We believe he was involved," Payne said. "The driver of the
car stopped a Murrysville ambulance and said, 'My buddy's been
shot.' "

As paramedics aided the wounded man, the motorist drove
away.

"We believe three people were involved," he said. "There
were two people in the car and a man on foot. We believe the
man on foot and the passenger in the car began shooting at each
other."

A number of people called 911 shortly after 3 p.m. to report
multiple gunshots, Payne said. When officers from Edgewood,
Swissvale and Wilkinsburg arrived a minute later, they found
witnesses crouching behind vehicles but no sign of the gunmen.

Within minutes, an ambulance was flagged down and there
was a report of a fight at the Kmart store in the shopping center.

"A security guard at Kmart stopped a man who fled, dropping
a bag that contained a handgun and marijuana into a trash can,"
Payne said. "We believe he was the gunman who had been on
foot."

A second gun was found in a grassy area near the back of the
shopping center, the chief said.

"I was sitting in my car when I heard gunfire -- boom, boom,
boom, boom. Then I heard the window shatter," said Tracy
Morgan, a shopper from Waynesburg.

One stray bullet shattered a window in the Super Nails store,
and others hit a passenger door and broke a window in the car of
Andrea Hedrick, 20, of Brentwood, who was at work in the GNC
store.

"It's my third day on the job here, and this happens," Hedrick
said. "One of the cops joked with me, saying, 'It's always quiet
here, so we knew there had to be a jinx. It has to be you.' "
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/pittsburgh/s
_697898.html

10-09-03 Shots fired, man assaulted in Monroe County road-
rage incident

Man hurt, 4 held in violent dispute
Shots fired during chase in Poconos

Four people were arrested in Monroe County after a dispute
between two men escalated into a road-rage incident that led to
gunshots and left one person seriously injured, police said.

Officers found Sean Ivey, 26, of Tobyhanna, lying naked on
the ground when they arrived Wednesday around 7 p.m. at

Winding Way and Starlight Terrace in Tobyhanna, Pocono
Mountain Regional police said. He had suffered what police
described as multiple traumatic wounds.

Police arrested Anthony Molyneaux, 28; Brady Lightfoot, 21,
and Dennison Herbert, 21, on aggravated assault and related
charges, and Michelle Winfrey, 20, for hindering apprehension,
police said. Mr. Lightfoot is from New York City; the other three
suspects live in Tobyhanna.

According to police:
Mr. Molyneaux and Mr. Herbert, who were involved in an

ongoing dispute, came across each other while driving through a
Pocono Country Place development and words were exchanged.
Mr. Molyneaux, who was driving a Ford Explorer with Mr.
Lightfoot as a passenger, started pursuing Mr. Herbert, who along
with Ms. Winfrey was riding in a Saturn Ion driven by Mr. Ivey.

During the chase, Mr. Herbert leaned out the window of the
Saturn and fired several rounds from an assault pistol at the Ford.
The Saturn crashed while rounding a bend, and the Ford slammed
into the rear of the vehicle.

Mr. Herbert and Ms. Winfrey ran. Mr. Ivey, who was injured
in the crash, was caught by Mr. Molyneaux and Mr. Lightfoot,
who stripped him of his clothing and assaulted him. Witnesses
told police Mr. Molyneaux was armed with a knife during the
assault.

Police said the pistol allegedly wielded by Mr. Herbert was
reported stolen in Steubenville, Ohio
http://thetimes-tribune.com/news/shots-fired-man-assaulted-in-
monroe-county-road-rage-incident-1.989004

10-09-03 Philadelphia woman hears knock, shows she's
armed, police confiscate gun

After her son was killed in 2008, Sherderian Sutton got a
Philadelphia license to carry a concealed weapon and a small
Ruger pistol to protect herself and her surviving children.

On Monday, when police knocked on her door, Sutton hoped
that they were bringing the news she's waited two years to hear.

"I thought they were coming to my door to tell me they had
my son's murderer," she said. "But they were coming to take me
and my gun, and now I'm defenseless."

Sutton, 38, of North Philadelphia, said that her troubles began
last week, when workers from Wilco Cable came to her back
door to ask for permission to work in her yard.

She's never had cable, but told them that they could work
through her back yard to connect her neighbors' cable. Sutton
said that she also asked the workers to never use the back door
again.

On Monday, Sutton said, she was awakened by incessant
pounding on her back door about 8 a.m. She looked out of the
window and saw two men and a woman at her back door, peering
in her window.

Scared, Sutton said she grabbed her gun and held it at her side
as she answered the door.

She said that she never left her house and never raised the
gun. Although they had no identification tags, Sutton said that the
three identified themselves as Wilco workers and again asked
permission to work on her property. She granted it, but asked
why they continued to knock on her back door, despite her
previous requests to use the front door.

Sutton said that the workers went about their business but
three hours later, about 11:25 a.m., police came to her door. She
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said she let them in and they went through her house - with guns
drawn - even pointing them at her 14- and 16-year-old children.

She said that she was taken into custody, held for 12 hours -
from 2 p.m. to 2 a.m. - and that her gun and her license to carry it
were taken away from her.

According to court records, Sutton, who has no record, was
charged with simple assault and possessing instruments of a
crime, both misdemeanors.

Lt. Frank Vanore, police spokesman, said that according to
the police report, the cable workers alleged that Sutton was
pointing a gun at them when she opened the back door.

What neither side seems to dispute is that Sutton never left
her house. Even though a citizen is not required to have a license
to carry a firearm in his or her own house, Sutton did, and had
both the license and her gun taken away as a result of the
incident.

Vanore said that no matter if Sutton was in her home or not,
pointing a gun at somebody "unless you are protecting yourself"
is considered simple assault.

Sutton insists she never pointed the gun and wonders why, if
the workers were scared, they continued to work on her property
after she answered the door. Wilco representatives did not return
a request for comment.

Now, Sutton feels that the police, who are supposed to keep
her safe, have taken her safety away.

Even if she's found not guilty or the charges are dropped,
Sutton will still have to petition the court to get her weapon back.

"They didn't find my son's murderer but they got me," she
said. "Now I don't have a gun to protect myself."
http://www.philly.com/philly/hp/news_update/102131914.html

10-09-03 Sending message to those targeting Asians, federal
judge gives 9-year term to robber

In sentencing a Southwest Philly man to nine years in prison
yesterday, a federal judge said that he was taking into account the
need to deter others who would target and rob Asian business
owners.

"That's a real concern," U.S. District Judge Jan DuBois said.
About 10:30 p.m. Dec. 3, 2008, Rickey Phillips, then 18, and

two other men waited outside a restaurant on West Chester Pike
in Upper Darby and followed the Asian female owner in her
Lexus SUV to her Broomall home.

There, Phillips and Shawn Davis forced their way inside the
home while Cheron Humphrey waited in their getaway car.

Davis pointed a handgun at the woman and demanded her
attache case, as Phillips pushed her son, 15, to the floor. The two
thugs then fled with the bag, which had about $1,500.

The robbery occurred at a time when there was a string of
attacks against Asian business owners in Philadelphia and
Delaware County.

Assistant U.S. Attorney Salvatore Astolfi told the judge that
on the same day that Phillips and his co-defendants robbed the
Delaware County restaurant owner, they also stopped an Asian
woman in South Philly and violently robbed her. Phillips faces a
hearing today in that case in Philadelphia Common Pleas Court.

Astolfi yesterday called two people to testify about how
crimes like the Delaware County home invasion have affected
people in the Asian community.

Assistant U.S. Attorney Robert K. Reed, deputy chief of the
criminal division in the Philadelphia office, and Pearl Kim, a

prosecutor in the Delaware County District Attorney's Office, had
both been at a conference yesterday at Delaware County
Community College on this topic.

"What distinguishes this crime and this group of crimes is the
attack on Asians," Reed said. "This, in our view, is no different
than if a white Klansman" attacked a black person. "These are
racial attacks," Reed said.

Reed told the judge that criminals have targeted Asian
business owners because they believe that they keep money in
their homes and because they believe that the victims, possibly
because of a language barrier, may not follow through in
reporting the crimes.

He said that the pattern of attacks on Asian business owners
had stopped for a while but then recently has started again.

Kim, a Delaware County resident, said that people in the
Asian community are "extremely angry, they are offended, and
frankly, they are terrorized by the defendant's actions."

Phillips, now 20, of the Eastwick section of Southwest Philly,
had pleaded guilty to conspiracy, robbery and a firearms offense.

Defense attorney Nino Tinari noted that out of the string of
robberies that federal prosecutors have taken on involving Asian
business-owner victims, his client was just involved in "one of
those." He contended that his client is innocent in the state case.

Nineteen family members and friends of Phillips showed up
in court. Six testified before the judge, asking him to give Phillips
a second chance, and said that the robbery was not in his
character.

Phillips apologized to the victims, who were not in court, and
said that he has learned his lesson.

http://www.philly.com/philly/hp/news_update/102131904.ht
ml

10-09-02 Harrisburg's 11th homicide of the year leaves pain,
fear in wake

Broken glass sparkled in the narrow alley between Berryhill
and Hunter streets in Harrisburg on Wednesday.

That didn’t matter to Linda Snyder. She dropped to her knees
to pray for Gaquan Fry amid the trash, weeds and graffiti-covered
garages where the young man died.

She said Fry was like a grandson to her.
“I just wanted to come and say a prayer over him. I know he

is with God. I know he is safe. But we don’t have him back here
anymore, and that hurts,” said Snyder, her eyes misting. “I saw
him two weeks ago. Thank God I gave him a big hug.”

An 18-year-old senior at Steelton-Highspire High School,
Fry is Harrisburg’s 11th homicide victim of 2010. News of his
death stunned his neighborhood in Steelton, where he was
described as a thoughtful young man and a strong student.

Fry, who lived on the first block of North Third Street in
Steelton, was shot in the chest and killed shortly after 8 p.m.
Tuesday in Ella Alley. Police said he was killed in a drug deal
gone bad.

On Wednesday, police arrested 18-year-old Rafe Dunn of
the 800 block of Highland Street in Swatara Township. Dunn was
charged with homicide, robbery and carrying a firearm without a
license, police said.

According to court documents, Dunn robbed Fry of cash and
marijuana and then shot Fry to prevent him from chasing him.
Dunn planned the robbery and lured Fry to the alley on the
pretext of selling him pot, a witness told police.
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Family members said Fry and Dunn, whose Facebook page
said he is a senior at Central Dauphin East High School, were
acquainted.

Fry’s slaying was the second incident of violence in the past
month on a block that residents say was a quiet, peaceful place to
live until recently.

In August, a 36-year-old woman was stabbed in the stomach
as she sat on the steps behind a home on Berryhill Street in the
same area where Fry was shot.

On Wednesday afternoon, the 1600 block of Berryhill
showed no signs of being a bad neighborhood. Children played
outside along sidewalks covered with chalk drawings on what
appeared to be a quiet, tree-lined block.

At night, though, residents say a bad crowd has been hanging
out there in recent months, playing music and creating
disturbances into the early morning hours.

“This is a family street. I’ve been here five years. It’s been
peaceful until recently,” said one resident, who asked to remain
anonymous out of fear of retaliation.

“You can’t sit out front on the porch at night anymore. They
intimidate you. .... We ain’t never had that on this street. Never,”
the resident said, adding that drinking and the smell of marijuana
are common.

“It’s been a lot of commotion,” said Shena Tabb, who lives
on Berryhill Street near the spot where Fry was killed.

Tabb said people are outside rapping and playing music until
2 a.m. or 3 a.m. “They need to get off this block. They need to
go.”

Harrisburg Bureau of Police Chief Pierre Ritter said other
blocks farther west on Berryhill have been problem areas in the
past, but he is not aware of the recent problems in the 1600
block.

One resident said neighbors are afraid to call police because
they fear retaliation.

In Fry’s Steelton neighborhood, residents said he was known
as “G” to his friends, and he was someone who was quick to lend
a hand to those in need.

“He was such a nice kid. He was always asking, ‘Miss Kat,
do you need anything?’” said Kathleen Marsh.

She recalled the time Fry brought her stuffed shells and
barbecued ribs on Mother’s Day to thank her for giving him
samples of her cooking.

“When I had surgery on my ankle last winter, G would come
over to help me shovel my car out and to shovel my sidewalks,”
said Travis Zang, 36, who lived down the street from Fry. “He
was a great kid. Anytime he had time to help somebody, he
would.”

Despite his small stature — he stood just 5-foot 1-inch tall —
Fry loved football and played for Steel-High’s junior high and
high school teams before giving up the sport prior to his junior
year.

An outstanding student, according to school district officials,
Fry planned to become an electrician like his father after he
graduated.

“He was a good kid. One of the best kids you’d meet. He was
a straight-A student,” said his uncle, Joe Fry. “These days, you’ve
got to pick your people and places. He was in the wrong place at
the wrong time.”

http://www.pennlive.com/midstate/index.ssf/2010/09/harrisbu
rgs_11th_homicide_of_t.html

10-09-01 Obama Administration Reverses Course, Forbids
Sale of 850,000 Antique Rifles

The South Korean government, in an effort to raise money for
its military, wants to sell nearly a million antique M1 rifles that
were used by U.S. soldiers in the Korean War to gun collectors in
America.

The Obama administration approved the sale of the
American-made rifles last year. But it reversed course and
banned the sale in March – a decision that went largely unnoticed
at the time but that is now sparking opposition from gun rights
advocates.

A State Department spokesman said the administration's
decision was based on concerns that the guns could fall into the
wrong hands.

"The transfer of such a large number of weapons -- 87,310
M1 Garands and 770,160 M1 Carbines -- could potentially be
exploited by individuals seeking firearms for illicit purposes," the
spokesman told FoxNews.com.

"We are working closely with our Korean allies and the U.S.
Army in exploring alternative options to dispose of these
firearms."

Gun control advocates praised the Obama administration for
taking security seriously.

"Guns that can take high-capacity magazines are a threat to
public safety," said Dennis Henigan of the Brady Campaign to
Prevent Gun Violence. "Even though they are old, these guns
could deliver a great amount of firepower. So I think the Obama
administration's concerns are well-taken."

But gun rights advocates point out that possessing M1 rifles is
legal in the United States -- M1s are semi-automatics, not
machine guns, meaning the trigger has to be pulled every time a
shot is fired -- and anyone who would buy a gun from South
Korea would have to go through the standard background check.

"Any guns that retail in the United States, of course, including
these, can only be sold to someone who passes the National
Instant Check System," said David Kopel, research director at the
conservative Independence Institute. "There is no greater risk
from these particular guns than there is from any other guns sold
in the United States."

M1 carbines can hold high-capacity ammunition clips that
allow dozens of rounds to be fired before re-loading, but Chris
Cox, chief lobbyist for the National Rifle Association, noted that
is true about any gun in which an ammunition magazine can be
inserted -- including most semi-automatics.

"Anything that accepts an external magazine could accept a
larger capacity magazine," Cox said.

"But the average number of rounds fired in the commission of
a crime is somewhere between 1 and 2 … this issue just shows
how little the administration understands about guns."

He called the administration's decision "a de facto gun ban,
courtesy of Hillary Clinton's State Department."

Asked why the M1s pose a threat, the State Department
spokesman referred questions to the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
Firearms and Explosives. ATF representatives said they would
look into the question Monday afternoon, but on Wednesday they
referred questions to the Justice Department. DOJ spokesman
Dean Boyd referred questions back to the State Department.

According to the ATF Guidebook on Firearms Importation, it
would normally be legal to import the M1s because they are more
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than 50 years old, meaning they qualify as "curios or relics." But
because the guns were given to South Korea by the U.S.
government, they fall under a special category that requires
permission from the State Department before any sale.

Kopel said that he hopes the State Department spokesman's
statement that it is working to "dispose" of the guns does not
mean they want to melt them down.

"It seems to have this implication of destruction, which would
be tremendously wasteful," he said. "These are guns that should
be in the hands of American citizens for marksmanship and safety
training."

Asked whether melting the guns down would be a good
option, Henigan said: "Why let them into the country in the first
place? If there is a legally sufficient way to keep them out, we
think it's perfectly reasonable to do so."

Past administrations have also grappled with the issue of
large-scale gun imports.

The Clinton administration blocked sales of M1s and other
antiquated military weapons from the Philippines, Turkey and
Pakistan. It also ended the practice of reselling used guns owned
by federal agencies, ordering that they be melted down instead.

In contrast, 200,000 M1 rifles from South Korea were
allowed to be sold in the U.S. under the Reagan administration in
1987.

A decision like that would be better for everyone, Cox said.
"M1s are used for target practice. For history buffs, they're

highly collectible. We're going to continue to make sure that this
backdoor effort that infringes not only on lawful commerce but
on the Second Amendment is rectified."

Henigan disagrees.
"They clearly were used as military guns, and the fact that

they likely can take high-capacity magazines makes them a
special safety concern," he said.

The White House referred questions on the issue to the
Pentagon, which referred questions to the U.S. Embassy in South
Korea, which deferred back to the State Department.

http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2010/09/01/obama-
administration-reverses-course-forbids-sale-antique-m-rifles/

10-09-01 Magistrate recommends dismissing states' gun suit
HELENA, Mont. - A group of states seeking freedom from

federal gun laws were dealt a blow Wednesday when a federal
magistrate recommended dismissal of a lawsuit launched by gun
rights advocates who argue Congress has overstepped its bounds
with gun control.

The magistrate sided with the U.S. Department of Justice,
which says courts have already decided that Congress can set
standards on such items as guns through its power to regulate
interstate commerce. The recommendation now goes to the
federal judge in Missoula hearing the case , and even gun rights
advocates recognized it is likely he will side with the magistrate.

The issue was launched last year with "firearm freedoms act"
laws backed by gun advocates in Montana and led to a lawsuit
filed by gun advocates with the backing of Montana, Utah,
Alabama, Idaho, South Carolina, South Dakota, Wyoming and
West Virginia.

The states argue they should decide which rules, if any, would
control the sale and purchase of guns and paraphernalia made
inside their borders. They say the 10th Amendment of the U.S.

Constitution assures that the federal government only has those
powers that are specifically given to it by the U.S. Constitution.

Federal magistrate Jeremiah Lynch beat back that argument in
his recommendation dated Tuesday.

"Because federal firearms laws are a valid exercise of
Congress' power under the Commerce Clause as applied to the
intrastate activities contemplated by the act, there is no 10th
Amendment violation in this case," Lynch wrote.

Lynch also challenged the standing of Gary Marbut and his
Montana Shooting Sports Association to file the lawsuit in the
first place.

Gun control advocates hailed the initial ruling.
"The gun lobby's so-called 'freedom' acts would threaten

public safety by circumventing lifesaving Federal laws," said
Paul Helmke, President of the Brady Center to Prevent Gun
Violence. "The Magistrate's recommendation was correct that the
lawsuit, and the Act itself, should be thrown out."

Marbut said he is not surprised by the magistrate's
recommendation, and believes it is likely that Federal Judge
Donald Molloy will agree with his magistrate.

"We expected an adverse ruling in district court, which is
fine, because it will give us control of the appeals process. We
need to get in front of the Supreme Court," Marbut said. "Truly
we need to overturn a half century of Commerce Clause
precedent and only the Supreme Court can do that."
http://www.philly.com/philly/wires/ap/news/nation_world/10201
1318.html

10-09-01 The EPA under Obama is out of control
By Alan Caruba, guest columnist
Every time I conclude that the Environmental Protection

Agency cannot get crazier, they demonstrate they are not only
crazy, but a continued threat to the health, national security, and
the right of Americans to be free of incessant governmental
intrusion into their lives and choices.

Mind you, they get lots of help from environmental
organizations and the latest example was a petition filed by the
Center for Biological Diversity asking the EPA to ban lead shot
and bullets under the Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA).

There is, of course, no doubt that if you take a bullet to the
brainpan, it is very likely to be lethal, but under the TSCA, it is
not considered or defined as toxic.

Citing the TSCA as to when the EPA can regulate "chemical
substances," the National Rifle Association, in a letter to the EPA
administration noted that "Congress explicitly excluded from this
definition 'any article the sale of which is subject to the tax
imposed by section 4181 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986'"
or as we call them, bullets!

Not being a lawyer, but being a longtime gun owner, my
question to the EPA is this: How crazy do you have to be to even
consider banning the manufacture, sale, and use of ammunition?

By 2005, three out of ten Americans were gun owners. Since
the election of Barack Obama, there has been a noticeable
increase in gun sales.

Among gun owners, some are hunters, some are into sport
shooting, and some are homeowners or apartment dwellers who
want the kind of protection a gun provides while waiting for the
police to show up. There are lots of perfectly legitimate reasons
to own a gun and the last time I checked the Second Amendment
said you could.
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In its letter to the EPA, the NRA pointed out that "This
appears to be the first time since TSCA's inception in 1976 that
anyone has suggested that EPA may regulate projectiles used in
firearms under the Act," adding that it was manifestly clear that it
was "congressional intent that TSCA not be a vehicle to
implement gun control."

The good news is that the EPA abandoned any further action
regarding this perfectly insane effort to backdoor an effort to
thwart our Second Amendment rights.

The EPA has already determined how much water can be
used in your toilet bowl and wants to control how much water
you use to shower. It has been instrumental in getting the
incandescent light bulb banned from future sales and use. And it
wants to legally define puddles after a rainstorm as navigatable
waters that boats and ships can sail upon.

Perhaps, however, you did not heard that the EPA is
considering cracking down on dust? Specifically farm dust.

On July 23, a number of farm state senators sent a letter to the
EPA to indicate just how stupid and detrimental any additional
regulation of dust would be. They called the proposal "the most
stringent and unparalleled regulation of dust in our nation's
history." Suffice it to say that livestock kick up dust, the use of
combines to harvest crops on a dry day kicks up dust, or just
driving a truck down a gravel road will kick up dust.

The EPA is about one thing and one thing only — control.
Toward that end they are perfectly happy to put their snout

into any aspect of life in America to see if they can extend their
authority. No one is arguing that America should not have clean
air and clean water, but the extent to which the EPA has taken its
original mandates is galactic and Orwellian.

The EPA is the very definition of big government run amuck.
I am still looking for the word "environment" in the U.S.

Constitution
http://www.pottsmerc.com/articles/2010/09/01/opinion/srv00000
09231966.txt

10-08-31 Mistakenly released prisoner recaptured
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — A woman mistakenly released

from a suburban Philadelphia jail while she awaited trial has been
captured.

The Delaware County District Attorney's Office says 32-year-
old Ateia Polk was arrested over the weekend in Philadelphia.
Polk had been awaiting trial on charges including robbery and
assault when she was released in July.

Authorities say Polk was one of two prisoners mistakenly set
free because of a paperwork error.

Police are still searching for 19-year-old David Wilson, of
Chester, who was awaiting sentencing on a firearms violation
when he was released on Aug. 4.

A murder suspect was also released from the jail in June but
turned himself in 12 hours later.

County officials say oversight has been stepped up at the
county's correctional facility.
http://www.pottsmerc.com/articles/2010/08/31/blotter/doc4c7d0c
755635b275731981.txt

10-08-31 Elementary school teacher files lawsuit against
Phillipsburg School District over 2008 mock drill

George Chando, who was acting superintendent in
Phillipsburg in 2008, said the drill was conducted to create a
"realistic scenario" for a crisis.

A mock drill conducted at the Phillipsburg School District's
preschool building was deemed to be a success in 2008 by now-
retired Security Director William Merrick and then-acting
Superintendent George Chando.

Two years after the event, Merrick, the school district and a
half-dozen other local and statewide agencies are named as
defendants in a lawsuit filed by elementary school teacher Valerie
Dozier and her husband, Michael.

“An armed gunman suddenly burst into the library,
screaming, yelling and shouting obscenities,” reads the lawsuit,
which was filed Friday. “He waved a firearm in immediate view
of (Valerie Dozier) in a threatening manner and intentionally
discharged the firearm in thepresence of (Valerie Dozier) and the
approximately 50 other persons present in the library.”

According to the lawsuit, Dozier tripped and fell on school
property and seriously injured herself. The suit claims the
experience left her with permanent physical and psychological
injuries and seeks unspecified monetary damages.

The Doziers, of Lower Mount Bethel Township, are
represented by DeMasi & Williams in Phillipsburg.
http://www.lehighvalleylive.com/today/index.ssf/2010/08/phillips
burg_elementary_school.html

10-08-31 The 'Fla. loophole' and how it works
WHAT IS the so-called "Florida loophole," and why is it such

a bone of contention in Philadelphia?
Under reciprocity agreements with Florida and some other

states, Pennsylvanians can get nonresident permits from those
states through the mail to carry concealed weapons, even without
a Pennsylvania permit.

Philly cops say it allows people who have been denied a gun
permit in Philadelphia to circumvent local authorities.

But gun-rights advocates say that it's necessary, because the
Philadelphia Police Department is much stricter on applicants
than other counties in the state.

Philadelphia requires an additional interview and
questionnaire, and relies heavily on a clause that allows denial of
a permit based on "character and reputation alone," according to
police and permit-holders. This allows denials based on just
arrests and not convictions. Lt. Fran Healy, special adviser to the
police commissioner, said that it's a "catchall provision" that
gives police a lot more latitude.

"Technically, you can be allowed to carry a gun, but all your
neighbors may know you're a danger," Healy said.

"Florida runs you through the system and looks at the black
and white, they don't look at character and reputation."

But gun-rights advocates say that permits from Florida and
some other other states are more widely accepted and are even
stricter in some ways, such as requiring a firearms-safety course.

Healy said that a major problem with the Florida permit is
that the 800 phone number on the back for officers to check its
validity is not accessible 24 hours a day.

A Florida official confirmed that, but said that police can call
the Florida Department of Law Enforcement at any time to check
a permit's validity.
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State Rep. Bryan Lentz, D-Delaware County, has sponsored a
House bill that would close the "loophole." He recently held a
public hearing in Upper Darby on the proposal.
http://www.philly.com/philly/hp/news_update/101841213.html

10-08-31 Guns of Contention: If Philly says no, Florida can
say yes

by Stephanie Farr
In the last two years, Philadelphia police have confiscated

guns from at least nine men - including four security guards - who
were carrying them legally, and only one of the guns has been
returned, according to interviews with the men.

Eight of the men said that they were detained by police - two
for 18 hours each. Two were hospitalized for diabetic issues
while in custody, one of whom was handcuffed to a bed. Charges
were filed against three of the men, only to be withdrawn by the
District Attorney's Office.

The civil-rights unit of the City Solicitor's Office confirmed
that it is handling eight such cases. Two of the men interviewed
by the Daily News said that they rejected settlement offers from
the city ranging from $3,500 to $7,500. One accepted a $5,000
offer.

Most of the cases hinge on what local authorities call the
"Florida loophole," under which a Pennsylvania resident can
obtain a nonresident permit to carry a concealed weapon through
the mail from another state, even without a permit in
Pennsylvania.

The "loophole" is unpopular with Philadelphia cops, who say
that it allows those denied a permit here or whose permits were
revoked to circumvent Philadelphia authorities and obtain it
elsewhere.

But proponents say that it's necessary because Philadelphia
has unusually strict criteria for obtaining a concealed-carry
permit. Philadelphia, according to police and gun owners, relies
heavily on a clause that allows denial of a permit based on
"character and reputation" alone.

The men interviewed by the Daily News had varying reasons
for seeking nonresident permits from Florida or other states,
including having been denied a Philadelphia permit because of
unpaid parking tickets. Some said that they carry a Florida permit
because it is recognized by more states than a Pennsylvania one.

Two of the security guards said that they were on the job
when their guns were taken, and that they were holding licenses
issued by the state police to security officers under Pennsylvania
Act 235, the Lethal Weapons Training Act.

Despite following the law, all of the men said that they were
treated like criminals by city cops who either ignored their rights
or didn't know the laws.

Lt. Fran Healy, special adviser to the police commissioner,
acknowledged that some city cops apparently are unfamiliar with
some concealed-carry permits. But he said that it's better for cops
to "err on the side of caution."

"Officers' safety comes first, and not infringing on people's
rights comes second," Healy said.

Both Healy and Craig Straw, chief deputy city solicitor with
the civil-rights unit, said that they could not speak to individual
cases because of pending litigation, but said that the main issue
with Florida permits is that officers on the street are not able to
check the validity of a permit 24 hours a day.

"There's a lot of bad guys out there," Healy said. "I want to
use my time on them and not waste it on this nonsense."

9 SEPARATE INCIDENTS
The nine men learned about each other because one of them,

Richard Oliver, teaches safety courses required for nonresident
permits from other states but not required by Pennsylvania.

In interviews with the Daily News, each said that Philadelphia
police had confiscated guns that they had been legally carrying.

-- Oliver, 42, of Northeast Philadelphia: Last year, Oliver,
who had nonresident permits from three states and an Act 235
license, was driving to his job as a security guard when police
pulled over his car for allegedly running a stop sign in West
Philadelphia. He said that police did not honor any of his permits
and held him in custody for 18 hours, forcing him to stand
outside for four hours in winter and denying him his diabetes
medication.

His ordeal eventually landed him in Mercy Philadelphia
Hospital, at 54th Street and Larchwood Avenue, in West
Philadelphia, before he was booked on firearms charges and held
on $15,000 bail, according to court records. In less than a month,
his case was withdrawn by the District Attorney's Office, and a
week later his gun was returned on a judge's order.

Later, Oliver obtained a Philadelphia permit to carry. As
owner of the Parapet Group, a protection-and-security company,
Oliver continues to teach the safety courses.

Although the charges were withdrawn, they're still visible on
Oliver's online court record. He said that the city offered him a
$7,500 settlement, which he rejected.

"If ignorance of the law is not an excuse for a citizen," said
Oliver, "it cannot be an excuse for law enforcement who are
sworn to enforce the law."

-- Randy Huggins, 39, of West Philadelphia: On Election
Day in November 2008, Huggins, who had just finished clerking
at the polls at 64th and Callowhill streets, went to his mother's
house to get his gun after the polls closed. He was stopped with
the gun and questioned by police who overheard him on his
phone trying to quell a family member's fears that he'd been the
victim of a murder, he said.

Huggins said that police did not honor either of his
nonresident permits and that he subsequently spent 14 hours in
custody. Huggins, a diabetic, said that he was handcuffed to a bed
at Thomas Jefferson University Hospital, in Center City, after his
blood pressure skyrocketed. He said that he then was interrogated
by homicide detectives for hours before he was released without
being charged with a crime. Despite numerous attempts, Huggins
said, he was unable to retrieve either his gun or his permits.

He said that the city offered him a $3,500 settlement, which
he rejected.

-- Jameel Gaines, 32, of Oxford Circle: In April, Gaines, who
has a permit to carry a concealed weapon in Philadelphia, and is
an Act 235 agent, was working security at the Comfort Zone
Lounge, in West Philadelphia, when cops raided the bar.

Gaines, who was in uniform, said that police took his handgun
from his holster and took a shotgun he'd hidden behind the bar.
After the raid, Gaines said, cops returned his handgun but told
him that they were keeping his shotgun. He was never arrested or
charged with a gun crime. He still has both his Philadelphia
permit and his Act 235 license, but the shotgun has not been
returned.
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"This is the first time I had negative issues with the
Philadelphia Police Department," said Gaines, adding that as a
security guard he has turned over numerous illegal weapons to
police.

-- Samuel Tiru, 28, of North Philadelphia: During a car stop
in 2008 in North Philadelphia, Tiru said, an officer referred to his
Florida gun permit as "baloney." He said that he subsequently
was taken into custody, held for 18 hours and booked on firearms
charges.

The case later was withdrawn by the District Attorney's
Office, according to court records, but Tiru said that he has been
unable to get his gun back and that police told him that they
couldn't find his property receipt.

"It's not fun to sit in jail for something you didn't do wrong,"
Tiru said. "It wasn't a good experience knowing that you got
booked for having a gun permit."

-- John Solomon, 24, of Germantown: Solomon, who has
both a Florida gun permit and an Act 235 license, said that cops
did not honor either document during a car stop in 2008. He said
that he was taken into custody for six hours but was never
charged with a crime. Solomon said that he was unable to get his
gun back and was not given a property receipt.

-- Frank Walker, 37, of West Philadelphia: Walker said that
police did not honor his Virginia nonresident gun permit when
they stopped his car in July in West Philadelphia. He said that he
was held in custody for four hours, then was let go without being
charged with a crime. Walker said that although a supervisor
apologized to him, he was told that his weapon wouldn't be
returned because the police "already went through the paperwork
of writing it up."

"I feel as though I've been robbed, because if I go out there
and I take something from somebody, I'm going to jail," he said.
"But I want to know why they can just take my gun for no
reason."

-- Ron Frierson, 57, of Wynnefield: In 2009, Frierson, who
was carrying a concealed weapon using a Florida permit, was
pulled over for driving under the influence in West Philadelphia.
He later was charged and opted into a first-time-offenders
program for possession of marijuana and DUI, according to court
records. He was not charged with a gun crime.

Frierson said that he was not able to get his weapon back or
get a property receipt. He said that he signed off on a $5,000
settlement from the city, but has not received the money.

-- Ras-Tesfa Ferguson, 27, of Wyncote, Montgomery
County: Ferguson, who has a Montgomery County gun permit
and permits from Florida and New Hampshire, said that in 2008
he was outside a house in the Lawncrest section of Northeast
Philadelphia when police descended on the block. He said that
cops did not honor any of his permits and charged him with
possessing firearms not to be carried without a license and related
gun crimes. Online court records show that Ferguson also was
charged with burglary and simple assault in the case, but that all
charges later were withdrawn.

Ferguson said that his gun and permits were confiscated. He
said that he never got his gun back, although he was able to get
his Montgomery County permit renewed. "Montgomery County
is used to gun permits," he said. "Philadelphia acts like you broke
the law."

-- Kenneth Sharper, 29, of North Philadelphia: Sharper, who
has an Act 235 license and a Philadelphia gun permit, said that he

was working security in 2008 at the Players Club, in Northeast
Philadelphia, when he and a police officer "had words, like two
grown men."

After closing time, Sharper said, police arrested him for
disorderly conduct and public intoxication and took him into
custody. Sharper said that he never drinks at work and that cops
refused to give him a sobriety or blood test. He said that he was
held for eight hours and that police took his gun and his
Philadelphia permit and have not returned them.

He now carries a Florida nonresident permit and still has a
valid Act 235 license.
'THESE GUYS AREN'T THUGS'

Many of the men whose guns were taken said that they were
told to write a letter to the police commissioner to seek the return
of their firearm. Two of the men wrote letters but said that they
received no response.

Guy Sciolla, a defense lawyer whose firm is handling at least
10 such civil suits, said that the men should not have been
"separated from their legally possessed firearms."

Sciolla said that even though some officers may not like the
"loophole," their disdain for the law should not allow them to
circumvent it.

"These guys aren't thugs, they're going about their business,
going to work, and they've complied with the law," he said of the
men whose guns were confiscated.

"If the bottom line is the police are upset because they are
going around them, it's OK if they want to take it personally, but
you can't use arrest powers because you're upset on a personal
level."

Mary Catherine Roper, a staff attorney at the American Civil
Liberties Union of Pennsylvania's Philadelphia office, said that
the cases seem "pretty outrageous."

"This idea of taking people's guns who are carrying them
legally and arresting them is absurd," she said. "The police don't
get to decide what is a crime - they only get to enforce what is a
crime.

"They are simply acting as vigilantes here and deciding they
know better than the law."

Straw, of the City Solicitor's Office civil-rights unit, said that
his department is handling about eight such cases of
"constitutional claims that civil rights were violated by us taking
their property and by them being falsely arrested."

Healy, the special adviser to the police commissioner, said
that he is working on uniform guidelines for officers on the street
on how to handle nonresident gun permits.

Meanwhile, Roper said that citizens should remain wary of
police who arrest people complying with the law and take their
property, even if it is a gun.

"The public may be saying, 'You're getting guns off the street,'
" Roper said.

"But there's got to come a point where you want your police,
of all people, to respect the law.

"This isn't technical, it's fundamental."
http://www.philly.com/philly/hp/news_update/101858613.html

10-08-30 Smarter policing: Philly tries a three-pronged
approach

A SMALL SMILE started to spread across Officer Javier
Cortes' face as he squinted in the midday sun.
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He was standing the other day at Fairhill and York streets,
next to a lot that he said he and his police partner had recently
reclaimed.

Not from drug dealers, mind you, but from discarded trash
and overgrown weeds that had strangled the sidewalk.

Cortes and Officer Ronald Fred have been doing this kind of
work all summer along this edge of North Philadelphia in the
26th Police District - walking the streets, cleaning lots and
playgrounds, building relationships with locals.

The two have been participating in the Smart Policing
Initiative, a federally funded pilot program that is trying out what
could be more-effective crime-fighting strategies in 60 locations
across the city, police officials said.

The time appears to be right for some outside-the-box
thinking: Murders and shootings are on the rise, and Operation
Pressure Point, the lasso-all-the-bad-guys effort that put a big
dent in weekend violence from spring to fall last year, is having
mixed results this summer.

Cortes, who is among those doing community-focused foot
patrols - one of the initiative's three focal points - gave the
program a thumbs-up.

"I'll get a call on my cell phone [from residents] before
something bad happens," he said.

"It's because we're out here all the time, and we're
approachable."

And for a police department that's been hurting for good news
lately, that's not bad.
Smarter policing

The seeds of the Smart Policing Initiative were planted last
summer, when the federal Bureau of Justice Assistance
announced that it would award 10 grants nationwide to study new
public-safety strategies.

Nola Joyce, the Police Department's chief administrative
officer, said she developed one of the winning proposals with
Temple University criminologists Jerry Ratcliffe and Elizabeth
Groff.

Their aim was simple. "With this dwindling resource that we
have," Joyce said, referring to the department's manpower, "we
want to know how we can best allocate our time and effort, and
get the most for it."

Ratcliffe, who helped the department plot a different foot-
patrol experiment last summer, emphasized the need for smarter
policing that could sustain drops in crime over the long haul.

Too often, Ratcliffe said, police departments rely on
swamping violent areas with scores of cops to solve their crime
woes.

The problem with that approach? Criminals can easily adjust.
"It's short-term. Everybody on the street knows it's short-term,"
he said. "It doesn't address the underlying problems."

So the department's brass decided to divide the Smart
Policing Initiative effort among 20 foot beats, 20 problem-
solving areas and 20 details that focus on known criminals in
three- or four-block areas selected by Temple.

This fall, Ratcliffe and a team of grad students will analyze
data to determine which approach had more success.

"We can use science to understand what works best and why,"
Ratcliffe said.

"Whatever happens with the results, we will learn about crime
reduction and about making change in a large police
organization."

'They seem to enjoy us'
The foot beats started in June.
Cortes and Fred were the only cops to volunteer for the job in

the 26th District, said their boss, Capt. Michael Cram.
"If I had 20 cops like them," he added, "we wouldn't have any

crime."
The duo set out to improve a stretch of the district from 3rd to

6th streets, between Dauphin and Cumberland. Cortes said they
started by cleaning blighted lots that doubled as open-air drug
markets.

They hung "No Littering" signs on light poles and developed
a list of abandoned, crumbling properties in the neighborhood
that needed a visit from a wrecking ball.

And then a funny thing happened: People started pitching in.
Every Thursday and Friday, Cortes said, local residents tackle a
neighborhood eyesore, usually alongside him and his partner.

"It looks 100 percent better around here," said longtime
resident Sandra Williford from her stoop on York Street near 5th.

"We love having the officers out here with us. It makes
everyone feel safer."

A similar vibe has developed in West Philadelphia's 19th
District, where Officers Ian Nance and Darnell Jessie have
walked a Smart Policing Initiative foot beat from 59th to 61st
streets, between Market and Vine, for the last month and a half.

"The common [perception] is that most people don't like
police officers," Nance said, "but the more intermingling we've
done, the more they actually seem to enjoy us being here."

The up-close-and-personal approach has had a tactical
benefit, too.

"We know everybody that's out here," Nance noted.
"We know everyone's criminal history. We know who's

violent, who's carrying. So we have a different perspective now."
Best of all, Nance said, residents don't shy away from tipping

the cops off about criminal activity. Chatting amiably with the
officers has become second nature.

While the foot beats seem to be a hit, less is known about how
the problem-oriented and offender-focus programs will fare; both
are still taking shape.

The offender-focus effort will rely heavily on plainclothes
cops doing surveillance work in known hot spots, Joyce said.

"We'll be looking at the people who commit crime in that
area," she said. "It's about identifying who the high fliers are, and
letting them know that we know."

The problem-oriented policing plan seems to hold the most
promise. Joyce said the approach calls for cops to identify
underlying neighborhood problems - from nuisance bars to drug
houses to teens with nowhere safe to go - and work with other
city agencies to find solutions.

In the 26th District, Capt. Cram has worked with John Farrell
of the Managing Director's Office to bring needed change to
neighborhoods plagued by crime, poverty and a feeling of
hopelessness.

It's no small task, but they've had success, Cram said, simply
by asking local residents what they need.

Based on their feedback, the Police Athletic League started
offering after-school activities at Hartranft Elementary School, he
said. A dormant pool was reopened at the neighboring Hartranft
Community Center.
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Fourteen dangerous buildings have been knocked down and
10 vacant properties have been sealed, he added. Health,
education and job fairs could be next.

"There's nothing more rewarding than seeing police officers .
. . helping to fix problems," Ratcliffe mused. "It can be hugely
rewarding."

Although the short-term benefits of the Smart Policing
Initiative - improvements to the community, better relationships
between cops and residents - are undoubtedly good for the city,
the true worth of the program might be determined by what
happens over the long haul.

After Ratcliffe and his researchers determine which approach
had the most impact on violent crime, the department will seek to
implement that strategy on a larger scale, Joyce said.
The biggest goal

Lost in all of the talk about the pilot programs is a crime-
fighting strategy that worked wonders for the Police Department
last year: Operation Pressure Point.

Cops and members of 16 other law-enforcement agencies
flooded the city's 12 most violent districts from Friday night to
Sunday morning for seven months, including the notoriously
violent summer period.

The effort led to 1,775 arrests and the seizure of $4.9 million
worth of drugs and 247 firearms, police said.

Most importantly, Pressure Point led to a 51 percent drop in
weekend murders from April to November in those districts, from
47 homicides to 23.

Deputy Commissioner Kevin Bethel, who oversees Pressure
Point, said the operation was rolling along this year, although the
results thus far are mixed.

As of Aug. 15, homicides in the targeted districts are up 33
percent, from 21 to 28, compared to this point last year, and the
number of shooting victims in those districts has risen 21 percent,
from 142 to 172, he said.

Those numbers are in line with the higher rates that have
dogged the city for much of this year.

The murder count stood at 202 as of Saturday, a 3 percent
increase from the same point last year.

Shootings are up about 16 percent during the same period.
Part of it is the normal, maddening ebb and flow of crime.

Districts that were once quiet are suddenly experiencing trouble;
last year's shooting victim is this year's murder victim because the
bullet hit an organ this time.

"Is it working?" Bethel asked rhetorically of Pressure Point.
"You have to believe that what you're doing is having an

effect. If you don't believe in it, nobody will."
The biggest goal, he added, is to prevent the level of violent

crime from sliding back to where it was in 2007, when the city
often was compared unfavorably to war zones in Iraq.

To keep criminals off-balance, Bethel said, the department's
brass has tried to be more creative. Rather than flooding one or
two problem districts each weekend with all of the authorities
involved in Pressure Point - as was often the case last year - the
forces are being spread out among the targeted districts.

And some pieces of the attack plan, like serving fugitive
warrants, are being implemented on Thursdays.

Bethel said the department is using the same number of cops
to drive Pressure Point as it used last year, even though the
overtime budget that pays for the effort has been slashed.

Some other law-enforcement agencies have curtailed their
involvement, he said, because of their own budget woes.

"We understand budget cuts are part of the process," he
added, "but at the end of the day, we still have to get it done."

On a pleasant Friday evening earlier this month, Sgt. Larry
Smart was working the Pressure Point detail in the 19th District.

While riding around the target area - 52nd to 61st street,
between Lancaster Avenue and Master Street - Smart recalled the
impact the program had last year.

"You saw the rehabilitation of entire areas, just like that," he
said.

Making those positive changes stick proved to be the larger
challenge. Smart said he encouraged his officers to become more
proactive, attend community meetings and pay attention to
quality-of-life issues.

"I tell them all the time: 'Treat it as if it's your parents' block,'
" Smart said. "Respond to issues not because you have to, but
because you care."

The Police Department will keep at it, then, mixing and
matching personnel and plans, chasing that elusive prize: the
crime rate that gets low and stays low.

Ratcliffe, the criminologist, summed it up best: "There are no
easy ways to reduce violent crime anymore."
http://www.philly.com/philly/hp/news_update/101765058.html?v
iewAll=y

10-08-30 Authorities: Hells Angels leader indicted on gun
charge after arrest in Colorado

Denver DENVER – Authorities say a leader in the Hells
Angels motorcycle gang has been indicted by a federal grand jury
in Denver on a firearms charge.

The U.S. attorney's office said Monday that 44-year-old
Richard West of New York, also known as Richard Kearney, was
indicted on the charge of being a felon in possession of a firearm.
Authorities say West was arrested last week after he was found
with a loaded revolver during a traffic stop.

Authorities say West was wearing a patch identifying him as
vice president of the Hells Angels.

West could face up to 10 years in prison if convicted. He is
being held in federal custody without bond.
http://www.foxnews.com/us/2010/08/30/authorities-hells-angels-
leader-indicted-gun-charge-arrest-colorado/

10-08-27 Hunters, Conservationists Square Off Over Lead in
Ammunition and Tackle

Hunters and fishermen across the U.S. are battling
environmental activists over the use of lead in ammunition and
fishing tackle.

A coalition of conservation groups filed a petition earlier this
month with the Environmental Protection Agency in which they
argue that the use of lead in ammo and tackle is poisoning the
nation's lakes, ponds and forests. The environmentalists are
asking the EPA to ban the "manufacture, processing and
distribution" of lead shot, bullets and fishing sinkers under the
Toxic Substances Control Act of 1976.

According to the petitioners, who include the Center for
Biological Diversity and the American Bird Conservancy, up to
20 million birds and other animals are killed each year due to
lead poisoning in the United States, and at least 75 wild bird
species -- including bald eagles, ravens and endangered
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California condors -- are poisoned by spent lead ammunition.
They say roughly 3,000 tons of lead are expelled into U.S.
hunting grounds annually, with another 80,000 tons released at
shooting ranges, and another 4,000 tons of lead fishing lures and
sinkers are lost in ponds and streams.

"Based on information extending back to Roman times more
than 2,000 years ago, lead has long been identified as a highly
toxic substance with lethal properties and numerous pathological
effects on living organisms," their petition reads. "Health effects
from lead exposure can run the gamut from acute, paralytic
poisoning and seizures to subtle, long-term mental impairment,
miscarriage and impotence …

"Despite this knowledge, lead continues to be used in
manufactured products, many of which are sources of toxic lead
exposure to wildlife and to human beings."

But sportsmen don't want anyone tinkering with the tools of
their trade, and they say the EPA doesn't have the authority to do
anything in this case.

Chris Cox, executive director of the National Rifle
Association's Institute for Legislative Action, urged EPA officials
to reject the petition in an Aug. 20 letter to EPA Administrator
Lisa Jackson.

"Simply put," Cox wrote, "the [Toxic Substances Control
Act] does not grant EPA the authority to regulate ammunition of
any composition."

The Toxic Substances Control Act allows EPA to regulate
"chemical substances" under certain circumstances, but Cox says
Congress explicitly excluded from regulation any article subject
to excise taxes -- including pistols, revolvers, firearms, shells and
cartridges.

He says the conservationists are trying to circumvent this rule
by suggesting that while ammunition itself is exempt from
regulation, the chemical components of the ammo and fishing
lures -- specifically, the lead -- can fall under the EPA's
jurisdiction.

Cox said the petition appears to be first time since 1976 that
any organization or individual has suggested that the EPA
regulate projectiles used in firearms under the act. But
environmental activists like Michael Fry of the American Bird
Conservancy told FoxNews.com that the petitioners waited to
submit their request until nontoxic alternatives such as steel,
copper and alloy became readily available. They say the petition
is not an attempt to regulate the firearms industry.

"Ammunition itself cannot be regulated [under the Act], but
the components itself can be regulated," Fry said. "In other
words, you cannot ban ammunition, but you can require nontoxic
ammunition. ... We're not trying to ban handgun ammunition.
This is strictly a toxicity issue, with lead poisoning wildlife."

In recent years, federal authorities have implemented
widespread regulations to reduce lead exposure in drinking water,
paint, batteries, gasoline, toys and other items.

Aside from animals, Fry said lead ammunition also poses
severe health risks to humans. Conservationists cite a recent study
that showed that imperceptible, dust-sized particles of lead can
infect meat up to 18 inches away from a bullet wound, posing a
health risk to humans who consume lead-shot game. Another
recent study found that up to 87 percent of cooked game killed by
lead ammunition can contain unsafe levels of lead.

"It's long past time [to] do something about this deadly -- and
preventable -- epidemic of lead poisoning in the wild," Jeff Miller

of the Center for Biological Diversity said earlier this month.
"Over the past several decades we've wisely taken steps to get
lead out of our gasoline, paint, water pipes and other sources that
are dangerous to people. Now it's time to get the lead out of
hunting and fishing sports to save wildlife from needless
poisoning."

But representatives of the National Shooting Sports
Foundation, the trade association for the firearms and hunting
industry, say there's no need to change existing restrictions on
traditional ammunition.

"There is simply no scientific evidence that the use of
traditional ammunition is having an adverse impact on wildlife
populations that would require restricting or banning the use of
traditional ammunition beyond current limitations, such as the
scientifically based restriction on waterfowl hunting," the
foundation's president, Steve Sanetti, said in a written statement.

He cited recent statistics from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service indicating that the number of breeding pairs of bald
eagles in the United States has increased by more than 700
percent from 1981 through 2006.

Firearm advocates also warn against the ramifications a ban
on traditional ammunition would have on wildlife conservation,
since the 11 percent federal excise tax that manufacturers pay on
the sale of ammunition is a primary source of conservation
funding.

"Needlessly restricting or banning traditional ammunition
absent sound science will hurt wildlife conservation efforts as
fewer hunters take to the field," Lawrence Keane, the National
Shooting Sports Foundations' senior vice president and general
counsel, said in a written statement. "Hunters and their
ammunition have done more for wildlife than the (Center for
Biological Diversity) ever will. And the (center's) scientifically
baseless petition and endless lawsuits against state and federal
wildlife managers certainly do not serve the wildlife that the
organization claims to protect."

EPA officials, meanwhile, are staying mum on the issue prior
to the end of a public comment period that ends on Oct. 31.

In a statement to FoxNews.com, EPA officials say they are
neither "considering nor developing" regulations on the issue.

"Hundreds of petitions are submitted to EPA each year and
the law requires the agency to review each of them," the
statement read. "Earlier this month a petition was submitted to
EPA by outside groups asking EPA to 'prohibit the manufacture,
processing, and distribution in commerce of lead for shot, bullets,
and fishing sinkers.' The law allows citizens to file such petitions
and requires us to respond to any petition within 90 days of
receiving it. EPA has just begun its review of this citizens'
petition."
http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2010/08/27/conservationists-
target-lead-ammunition-fishing-tackle/

10-08-27 Guilty plea lodged over casino gun
Anthony Mope accepted a reduced charge after leaving a

loaded gun in a restroom.
PLAINS TWP. – A Hazleton man accused of leaving a

loaded firearm in a men’s room at Mohegan Sun at Pocono
Downs casino pleaded guilty to a reduced charge on Thursday.

Anthony Mope, 80, of Thirwell Street, pleaded guilty to a
summary charge of disorderly conduct during a preliminary
hearing before District Judge Diana Malast. He paid a $437 fine.
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State police gaming enforcement unit withdrew a
misdemeanor charge of reckless endangerment against Mope.

According to the criminal complaint:
A casino employee cleaning restrooms found a firearm on the

back of a toilet at about 3:40 p.m. July 3. State police said the
gun, a .45-caliber, had a full magazine with a round in its
chamber.

It was traced by its serial number to Mope. A trooper
obtained a picture of Mope, who was found near the casino’s
food court at about 5 p.m.

Mope told state police he used the men’s room and removed
the weapon from its holster. He placed it on the back of a toilet,
and forgot it when he left the restroom.

State police said a review of players club information
revealed Mope playing slot machines in the area of the restroom.
He was recorded by surveillance cameras entering the men’s
room at 2:31 p.m. and leaving three minutes later.

Surveillance cameras recorded 28 people entering the men’s
room from 2:34 p.m. to 3:40 p.m., when a casino employee found
the gun.

State police said the firearm could have been picked up by
anyone who found it, including a person not permitted to possess
one.

Mope told state police he was unaware that firearms are
prohibited in casinos.
http://www.timesleader.com/news/Guilty_plea_lodged_over_casi
no_gun_08-26-2010.html?searchterm=firearm

10-08-27 Somali man pleads to attacking Navy ship he
thought was merchant vessel in piracy case

A Somali man pleaded guilty Friday to piracy-related charges
for attacking a U.S. Navy ship in what the defendant said was a
case of mistaken identity. Jama Idle Ibrahim told authorities he
intended to attack a merchant vessel to hold it for ransom and
discovered that he was attacking a Navy ship instead.

Ibrahim entered the plea in federal court in Norfolk, Va.
"Today marks the first conviction in Norfolk for acts of

piracy in more than 150 years," U.S. Attorney Neil MacBride
said in a statement. "Modern-day pirates must be held
accountable."

Ibrahim and five other Somalis chased a ship they believed
was a merchant vessel and started firing at the ship and the
people on board before they were captured, according to court
papers in the case.

The piracy-related acts to which Ibrahim pleaded guilty were
attacking to plunder a vessel, engaging in an act of violence
against people on a vessel and using a firearm during a crime of
violence, all in connection with an attack against the USS
Ashland on April 10.

Earlier this month, a judge dismissed piracy charges against
the six Somalis. A conviction on the charge of piracy itself
carries a mandatory life term.

The piracy-related charges carry a range of sentences from 10
years to life in prison.

The plea agreement said both parties agreed a sentence of 30
years in prison is appropriate. Sentencing is scheduled for Nov.
29.

Separately, Ibrahim was charged Friday in Washington, D.C.,
with an alleged act of piracy in the Gulf of Aden against a
merchant vessel, the M/V CEC Future. In a document called a

criminal information, Ibrahim was accused of conspiracy to
commit piracy under the law of nations and conspiracy to use a
firearm during a crime of violence.

A criminal information can only be filed with the defendant's
consent to waive consideration of his case by a grand jury; it
typically signals that a person is preparing to enter a plea of
guilty in a deal with prosecutors.
http://www.foxnews.com/us/2010/08/27/somali-man-pleads-
guilty-piracy-case-norfolk-charged-dc/

10-08-26 Two more prisoners get free pass in Delco
The privately run George W. Hill Correctional Facility has

been struggling this summer with what you might call a prisoner-
retention problem.

Delaware County authorities discovered this month that two
inmates had been mistakenly released from the prison due to
clerical errors. Neither has been heard from since.

It's the fifth time that this has happened in recent months,
according to a county official.

The prison, operated by New Jersey-based Community
Education Centers for $43 million a year, made headlines in June
when accused killer Taaqi Brown walked out because of a
records snafu. Brown, 22, of Germantown, turned himself in the
next day, and the CEC clerk who let him out was fired.

Now, the U.S. Marshals Service Fugitive Task Force is
searching for David Wilson, 19, of Chester, who was convicted
in July of a firearms offense, but was released from the prison
Aug. 4, two weeks before he was to be sentenced.

Federal authorities also are looking for Ateia Polk, 32, of
Philadelphia, who is on the lam after the prison released her last
month prior to her trial on robbery, assault and related offenses.
Polk is accused of stealing jewelry from an Upper Darby beauty
parlor and threatening to stab the owner with a hairpin.

"We're not pointing the finger at anybody," said prison
Superintendent John Reilly Jr., who oversees CEC's performance
on the county's behalf. "This is an in-house problem that needs to
be resolved here."

Reilly said that Polk was released because a prison employee
misinterpreted a judge's order. The clerk apparently thought that
"no bail" meant that Polk could leave without posting bail.

"She just made a colossal mistake," Reilly said.
In Wilson's case, the prison never received a fax from the

county's Office of Judicial Support stating that his bail had been
revoked. But Reilly said that a prison employee should have
double-checked that he was cleared for discharge.

"You need to do a more thorough search," he said. "The
bottom line is, you are responsible when you open the back
door."
http://www.philly.com/dailynews/breaking/news/101602038.html

10-08-25 Indiana man charged with stalking Pa. woman
using Facebook page in name of woman he raped

An Indiana man created a Facebook page in the name of an
ex-girlfriend he raped in Ohio, then used it to stalk a more recent
ex in Pennsylvania and threaten to distribute a secretly filmed
video of them having sex if she didn't return to him, police said.

Travis Allen Davis, 23, has pleaded not guilty, and his lawyer
has said he intends to prove his innocence.

Davis, of New Castle, Ind., was arrested Aug. 15 outside the
second ex-girlfriend's home in Delmont, about 25 miles east of
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Pittsburgh, after someone called 911 to report a man sleeping in a
suspicious vehicle outside, police said. He had a .45-caliber
pistol, three magazines of bullets and a box cutter, and the car
had a stolen Pennsylvania license plate taped over the Indiana
plate on his car, police said.

"With the call to 911 and their quick response, I believe they
saved this girl from being harmed," Police Chief Timothy
Klobucar said Wednesday.

Davis had created a Facebook profile in the name of another
ex-girlfriend, a woman he had raped in Preble County, Ohio, and
used it to contact the Pennsylvania woman and her current
boyfriend's family, police said.

A week before his arrest, police contend Davis sent the
Pennsylvania woman a video of him having sex with her when
both still lived in Indiana. The woman "never knew that this
video was filmed in the first place and obviously never gave
consent to send the video to anyone," a criminal complaint said.

Davis threatened in an e-mail to "send the video to everyone
if she did not return to Indiana for him," a criminal complaint
said.

A few days later, the Pennsylvania woman received a friend
request from a Facebook page Davis created using the identity of
his Ohio rape victim, also an ex-girlfriend, police said. Davis —
pretending to be the Ohio woman — threatened to send the video
to the Pennsylvania woman's current boyfriend if she did not
move to Indiana, the complaint said.

Davis, still posing as the woman he raped, then messaged the
Pennsylvania woman and told her he would keep the video a
secret if she agreed to a "sexy video chat" with her ex-boyfriend
over the Internet. Police say the Pennsylvania woman consented
to the chat Aug. 12.

The next day, Davis called the woman claiming that his
Facebook alter ego had sent him the video and "advised her, in
sum and substance, that it may be in her best interest to return to
Indiana," the complaint said.

On Aug. 14, nude images of the Pennsylvania woman were
sent from the Facebook page to the woman and her boyfriend's
mother, police said. Authorities said they have contacted Davis'
accuser in Ohio, who confirmed the Facebook page wasn't hers.

The Associated Press generally does not identify people
alleging sexual assault.

Davis remained jailed Wednesday, a day after his preliminary
hearing on the Pennsylvania charges was postponed until Sept. 7.

His attorney, Matthew Schimizzi, did not immediately return
a message left Wednesday by The Associated Press seeking
further comment.

Davis pleaded guilty to rape in Ohio this month and is
scheduled to be sentenced for that on Oct. 5, according to online
court records. He was armed when he broke into the Ohio
woman's home last year, handcuffing and then raping her.

District Judge Charles Conway on Tuesday in Pennsylvania
ordered Davis to undergo a mental health evaluation and raised
his bail from $10,000 to $75,000, over Schimizzi's objection.
Davis is charged with stalking, transmitting obscene images,
loitering, criminal coercion, carrying an unlicensed firearm and
other crimes. http://www.foxnews.com/us/2010/08/25/indiana-
man-charged-stalking-pa-woman-allegedly-used-rape-victims-
contact/

10-08-24 Police in New Mexico arrest 2 accused of staging
fake shooting outside grocery store

Police have charged two people with misdemeanors after a
staged fight outside a grocery store sent officers responding to
emergency calls about a shooting that turned out to be faked.

Police in the southeastern New Mexico city of Roswell
arrested Nevada Smith, 26, and Delilah Cole, 24, on Monday in
connection with Saturday's incident.

Officer Travis Holley, a police spokesman, said a group
staged an argument in a parking lot about 8 p.m., and as it
escalated, Smith fired blanks at another person from a real gun.

The supposed victim used condiments from a fast food
restaurant as fake blood, then the group loaded the limp body in a
pickup truck and fled, Holley said.

"It was a very immature and a very dangerous stunt to pull,"
Holley said. "Everybody enjoys a good joke, but there are some
things you don't joke about."

Police received multiple 911 calls, including some from
"people who were hysterical because they thought they witnessed
this shooting," he said.

One of those who called, Donna Clark, said it didn't look like
a joke to her.

"It was a prank, but it was real to me at the time," she said.
"This joke went too far."

More than a half dozen police officers, plus homicide
detectives and a crime scene unit, responded, police said.

Smith was charged with misdemeanor charges of disorderly
conduct, negligent use of a firearm, public nuisance and
discharge of a firearm in city limits. Cole was charged with
public nuisance and disorderly conduct, Holley said.

Smith and Cole remained jailed Tuesday morning and
officials didn't know if they had attorney.

Holley said other warrants have been issued, also for
misdemeanor charges.
http://www.foxnews.com/us/2010/08/24/police-new-mexico-
arrest-accused-staging-fake-shooting-outside-grocery-store/

10-08-23 Police: Victim Fires Shots At Swissvale Carjacking
Suspect

SWISSVALE, Pa. -- Police in Swissvale said a man who
stopped at a convenience store to buy diapers became the victim
of a carjacking.

According to police, the man stopped at the Noble Mart on
Noble Avenue at 4 a.m. Sunday and ran inside with his car still
running. That's when he told police that three men ran out of the
store and toward his car.

One of the men jumped behind the wheel, said police, and
that's when the car's owner pointed a gun in the direction of the
car and started shooting.

The car was struck several times, causing the windshield to
break. The man driving the car crashed and tried to flee the scene
on foot, said police.

The man, who was not hurt, was taken into custody and
charged. The car's owner will not face any charges because,
according to officers, he had a permit to carry a weapon.
http://www.wpxi.com/news/24732544/detail.html

10-08-20 47 immigrants arrested in 4 New England states
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BOSTON - Federal immigration officials say a three-month
operation in four New England states has led to the arrest 47 of
people suspected of being gang members or having ties to gangs.

U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement spokesman
Harold Ort said on Friday that many of the suspects had histories
of violent crimes including attempted murder, car jacking, assault
and battery with dangerous weapons, assault to rape and
possession of firearms.

The suspects were detained in Massachusetts, Maine,
Connecticut and Rhode Island.

The operation targeted foreigners and those born abroad.
They will appear before immigration judges, but their criminal
status renders them removable from the country within 10
business days.
http://www.philly.com/philly/wires/ap/news/nation_world/10119
2489.html

10-08-20 Antwun Parker's Mom Says Son's A 'Hero'
Cleta Jennings Breaks Silence In Eyewitness News 5

Interview
OKLAHOMA CITY -- For the first time in a year, the mother

of 16-year-old Antwun Parker, who was shot and killed by
pharmacist Jerome Ersland, is speaking publicly.

According to police, Parker and a friend tried to rob the
pharmacist at gunpoint in May 2009. Investigators said Ersland
knocked Parker to the ground with one shot to the head, grabbed
a different weapon and fired five more shots into his chest and
abdomen.

"A coward is someone who will kill someone when they're
done," said Parker's mother, Cleta Jennings. "That's not a hero.
The real hero here is Antwun."

Jennings said that while her son did go into the pharmacy
with a gun, she believes other people put him up to it.

"I know he was scared to death," she said. "I know Antwun
was scared to death when he had to go into that pharmacy not
under his own will."

In an exclusive interview with KOCO, Jennings said she was
angry when she found out two pathologists with the Oklahoma
County Medical Examiner's Office filed conflicting statements,
potentially overturning the former chief's decision that Parker's
cause of death was homicide.

"That man literally shot my son down, had no remorse, went
back, got another gun, reloaded it and came back and shot him
five more times," Jennings said.

The interim chief said he's still reviewing the case. District
Attorney David Prater said he's not prepared to drop the case
against Jerome Ersland, but said it is his duty to listen to all
evidence that's brought forth in every case.

Jennings said her son will never have a chance to prove his
innocence.

"He still should have had a chance to go to court and defend
himself," she said. "He's just like everybody else, innocent until
proven guilty."

She said she will continue to share his story and remember his
achievements as she carries the pain inside her.

"He was not a masked robber. His name was Antwun Parker.
He was a human."

She said she may file a civil lawsuit against Ersland if she's
not happy with the course of action in the criminal case.
http://www.koco.com/r/24703285/detail.html

10-08-20 Deliveryman shoots robber, police say
Was the wounding of the teen suspect justified? It appears it

was, authorities say. Gun rights backers call it an example of a
need for a 'castle doctrine' law

If anything highlights the need for Pennsylvanians to be able
to legally defend themselves in the face of crime, it's what
happened in Harrisburg late Wednesday, gun rights advocates
said.

As he was being punched in the face and beaten with a glass
bottle, a Chinese-food deliveryman grabbed his pistol and fired at
the two robbers attacking him, striking one of them -- a 16-year-
old boy -- in the shoulder, police said.

The news comes on the heels of a push by gun rights
supporters to get the so-called "castle doctrine" into state law.
The proposal would give gun owners the right to fire rather than
flee when threatened in their homes, cars or any public place
where they have a right to be

"There's a classic example of why we need this law in
Pennsylvania," said state Sen. Richard Alloway II, R-Franklin
County, who had previously introduced similar legislation. "This
goes beyond pros and cons. We have a God-given right to defend
ourselves."

The 40-year-old victim, who works for China Express on
Paxton Street in Harrisburg, declined to comment through an
interpreter Thursday.

While police do not advocate shooting anyone, it is
sometimes justified to protect your life or the lives of others,
Harrisburg police Lt. Robert Fegan said.

A final ruling on whether the deliveryman will be charged
will come from the Dauphin County district attorney's office, but
this appears to be a case where force was warranted, Fegan said.

District Attorney Edward M. Marsico Jr. did not return a
message seeking comment, but First Assistant District Attorney
Fran Chardo said he'll be shocked if the shooting is not ruled a
justifiable use of force.

The deliveryman had just stopped at a house in the 1200
block of North 13th Street around 10:30 p.m. when he was
confronted by two men. The men grabbed him and demanded to
give them money, police said. As they punched him in the face
and hit him on the head with a glass bottle, the deliveryman fired
a shot to ward them off. He then called police as the robbers ran
away, police said.

Within minutes, an ambulance was called to the Hall Manor
housing development for a gunshot victim. The 16-year-old
robber was found there with a non-life-threatening wound of his
left shoulder, police said. He was taken for treatment and later
charged with robbery and conspiracy and transported to the
Schaffner Youth Center, a juvenile detention facility

Police are still looking for the second person involved in the
attack.

To gun rights advocate Kim Stolfer, the deliveryman did
everything right: He defended himself in the face of serious harm
and called police afterward to report what had happened.

"Most citizens have no idea of what kind of harm can befall
you when you have multiple assailants where they use improvised
weapons," said Stolfer, the chairman of Pennsylvania Firearm
Owners Against Crime, a political-action committee.

Most of the 60-plus people who commented on the story on
PennLive.com Thursday seemed to agree with Stolfer and
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support the deliveryman's actions. One writer offered to buy the
deliveryman a drink, while another said he or she planned to
order a meal from the restaurant to show appreciation.

Pennsylvania is an "open-carry" state, meaning any adult
noncriminal can openly carry a loaded gun. A license is required
to carry a concealed gun. It appears the deliveryman was lawfully
permitted to carry, Fegan said.

The castle doctrine legislation stalled in committee this year,
but legislators plan to reintroduce it in the coming term as an
amendment to a crimes code measure, Alloway said. The
majority of the opposition comes from Philadelphia legislators,
he said.

Several Philadelphia legislators were contacted for this story
but did not return phone messages. An e-mail to the Philadelphia
office of the Brady Center to Prevent Gun Violence, a national
nonprofit gun control group, was not returned.

Twenty-three states have passed forms of castle doctrine
legislation, and 18 states have approved "stand-your-ground"
legislation, according to Firearms Owners Against Crime, which
calls itself Pennsylvania's largest pro-gun political action
committee.

Gun rights advocates argue the castle doctrine would not only
prevent people who defend themselves from being criminally
charged, but it would also free them from civil liability.

It would also help deter crime, because criminals would
know the people they target could be armed and poised to fire,
Stolfer said.

"They're lucky they didn't get someone who fired more
shots," he said of the robbers. "They're lucky to be alive."
http://www.pennlive.com/news/patriotnews/index.ssf?/base/news/
128227650785060.xml&coll=1

10-08-19 Sniper in Afghan Town Puts Marines on Edge
SANGIN, Afghanistan—Somewhere in this dusty town,

concealed among the cornfields, irrigation canals and mud-walled
compounds, is a man the Marines particularly want to kill.

They don't know what he looks like. But they know he is a
very good shot with a long rifle, and, every day he remains alive,
he is drawing Marine blood.

In the seven days since the men of Lima Company, Third
Battalion, Seventh Marine Regiment arrived in town, the Sangin
sniper has persecuted them with methodical, well-aimed shots,
fired one at a time. His toll so far: two men killed—one American
and one British—and one man wounded.

Two Marines have survived hits they say came from a second
shooter, believed to be less proficient and careful than the first.

Sangin has for years been a hotbed of insurgent activity in
volatile Helmand province, and, in its first days here, Lima
Company has pressed through a belt of farmland between the
Helmand River and a main road, Route 611. The Marines have
been met with hidden explosives and ambushes.

But the sniper has caused the most damage—a deadly
reminder that the Taliban insurgency has its share of well-trained
fighters capable of frustrating the allied mission.

"He's hitting people—that's very disruptive," said 1st Sgt.
John Calhoun, 41 years old, from Konawa, Okla. "But it's not
interfering with what we're trying to do here."

The sniper struck first on Aug. 13, the day after Lima
Company arrived. A Marine stepped out of his armored vehicle
just 100 yards or so from a secure U.S.-British patrol base. He

threw away some trash and exchanged a few words with another
Marine. The sniper fired a single, lethal shot.

On the same day, a British army engineer—20-year-old
Darren Foster from Carlisle, England—was in a guard post in
front of the same patrol base. British troops have built a covered,
bunkered pathway so the guards aren't exposed to enemy fire as
they walk down from the hilltop base. The post is protected by
bulletproof glass, except for small gaps through which the guards
fire their weapons. The sniper timed his single shot and killed the
engineer as he walked past the opening.

"He hit a moving target in a space this big," said Capt. Jim
Nolan, Lima Company's commander, holding his hands about
nine inches apart.

On Aug. 14, a U.S. tank mechanic took a round in the torso as
he carried sandbags across a small bridge. The protective plate in
his body armor stopped the round.

"We think it's the same guy," said Gunnery Sgt. Edward
Rivera, 39, of Poway, Calif.

Other Marines believe the evidence suggests a second
shooter, less accurate and armed with a smaller-caliber weapon.

Then on Sunday, the snipers hit twice. First, Lance Cpl.
Derek Simpson took a round to the head.

One of the Marines' tank-like mine-clearing vehicles had
slipped off of a dirt bridge, knocking the track off the sprocket
wheel. The Marines hitched it to a tow-tank and pulled until the
track came completely free, then set to work putting it back in
place. Lance Cpl. Simpson, of Third Combat Engineer Battalion,
was working on the project and talking to some other Marines
when he felt a hard blow to his head.

The sniper's bullet had apparently hit the tank and ricocheted
into the front right side of Lance Cpl. Simpson's helmet. It
punched into the Kevlar shell, but didn't penetrate all the way.

Lance Cpl. Simpson, who was raised in Gary, Texas, can't
recall if he was knocked to the ground or threw himself there to
avoid another shot. Another Marine dragged him to cover. He lay
on his back as a friend pulled off his helmet to reveal a bloody
welt on the right side of his forehead. Two Navy corpsmen, the
Marine equivalent of Army medics, decided against stitches.

"I feel blessed," he said. But he also felt guilty for leaving his
comrades. "I want to be out there with everyone else," he said.
"It's not fair that I'm alive and in here, and they're still out there."

Fifteen minutes after Lance Cpl. Simpson arrived at the patrol
base, another Marine went down near the same spot. Again, just
one shot.

The other Marines pulled him, too, behind an armored
vehicle, where a corpsman treated his wounded leg. The men
called frantically for an armored ambulance, but were relieved
that the corpsman found the bullet had missed the femoral artery.
The wound wasn't life-threatening.

Back at the patrol base, Sgt. Johnny Bailey watched a live
video feed of the scene at the bridge and tried to find out which
way the Marine had fallen. "That way I'll know the direction of
the shot," he said.

The Marines send their own snipers out hunting. The Marine
scout-snipers, who go through extensive training, are reluctant to
grant that title to the insurgent gunman. They might allow him
"marksman," a lesser honorific.

"He's a decent shot—not a great shot," one Marine sniper said
as he headed out the patrol base to try to kill the insurgent. He
had heard the thump and crack of each of the sniper's shots. He
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estimates from the sound that the Sangin sniper is less than 600
yards away from his targets. Still, the Sangin sniper appears
careful and clever.

During the U.S.-led offensive earlier this year in Marjah,
another Helmand province hot spot, one insurgent sniper
positioned himself two or three rooms deep inside a building,
concealed well enough to hide the flash of his rifle's muzzle. His
shots would travel room-to-room through the building, exit
through a small hole in the exterior wall and hit Marines on a
rooftop outpost. It took Marine snipers days to locate and kill
him.
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703824304575
435403980423346.html?mod=WSJ_hp_mostpop_read

10-08-19 Chester cops get gun off the streets
CHESTER — Another day, another loaded gun taken off of

the streets of Chester.
This time, the alleged offender is an 18-year-old city man, police
said.
At about 11 p.m. Tuesday, members of the Anti-Crime Unit
spotted a group of men loitering in the area of Rose and Upland
streets — a high crime area, according to Maj. John Gretsky. It is
also the same neighborhood where there was a homicide, armed
robbery and shooting of a police officer June 29.
The same group had been dispersed earlier in the evening, but
had gathered on the street corner again.
As police officers got out of their patrol cars and approached the

group, one of the men began walking west on Rose Street.
Officer George Gizzi Jr. saw the man, later identified as Jashawn
Palmer, toss a small black semiautomatic handgun under a box
truck that was parked nearby, police said.

Palmer was stopped and taken into custody. The weapon was
retrieved from under the truck. It was a .38-caliber semiautomatic
handgun loaded with six live rounds with one in the chamber.
After he was arraigned on charges of firearms not to be carried
without a license, fabricating evidence and disorderly conduct,
Palmer was remanded to Delaware County prison in lieu of
$50,000 cash bail.
The Anti-Crime Unit is responsible for removing seven firearms
from city streets since Aug. 1.
http://www.delcotimes.com/articles/2010/08/19/news/doc4c6ca3
11dd1ce097193897.txt

10-08-19 Good Samaritan comes to rescue in Upper Darby
UPPER DARBY — A passer-by came to the aid of a gas

station clerk being assaulted by an alleged robber, police said.
“The Good Samaritan saw that the guy needed help and pulled
out a gun to threaten the robber,” police Superintendent Michael
Chitwood said. “The robber took off. A short while later, thanks
to the description and license plate number provided, we locked
the guy up.”
Sean P. McCaffrey, 22, of the first block of Fairview Avenue,
Clifton Heights, was arrested and charged with assault, robbery
and related offenses.
The incident was reported 1:43 a.m. Monday at the Sunoco gas
station, 5101 S. State Road, Drexel Hill.
“The guy walks in and confronted the store clerk with a note,
‘money now’ written on a paper bag, demanding money and
ordering the clerk to open the safe,” Chitwood said. “The clerk
ran out attempting to call from a cordless phone. The bad guy

caught up with him and punched the clerk repeatedly. He
knocked him to the ground and punched him in the head and face
while down. His eyeglasses and nose were broken.
“The Good Samaritan was driving by, saw what was going on
and tried to help. He is licensed to carry a concealed weapon. I
applaud the Good Samaritan for getting involved.”
McCaffrey was arraigned on charges of robbery, aggravated
assault, theft, terroristic threats, reckless endangerment and DUI
and released on $25,000 unsecured bail pending a preliminary
hearing Aug. 24 in district court.
http://www.delcotimes.com/articles/2010/08/19/news/doc4c6ca2
dcc7d9f477306691.txt

10-08-18 Seattle police 10-year-old boy shot with own gun in
robbery attempt

Seattle police said Wednesday morning that a 10-year-old boy
shot in the arm in the Rainier Valley is a suspect who intended to
rob a teen whom he and other children surrounded on a Metro
bus.

When the events unfolded on Tuesday night, police reported
that the 10-year-old boy had been shot in the arm and that a
teenager was the shooter.

But now police say the 10-year-old is facing a criminal charge
and that he was shot accidentally with his own gun as the teen
was defending himself. Several other children, none older than
15, were involved in the attempted robbery, police said.

Around 8 p.m. two officers in a patrol car were approaching
Rainier Avenue South and South Henderson Street.

They saw one juvenile male run across Henderson to a bus
stop on Rainier and also saw a fight involving five males at the
bus stop.

The officers broke up the fight. Then the 10-year-old walked
up to them, holding his arm and telling them that he had been
shot.

The boy also pointed to his alleged attacker: a teenager
running on Rainier. He was carrying a backpack.

Officers chased him down and took him into custody. Inside
the backpack they found a .22-caliber semiautomatic pistol.

Firefighters treated the 10-year-old, then took him to
Harborview Medical Center. His injuries aren't life-threatening.

The 17-year-old the boy accused and three males involved in
the fight were taken in for questioning. And detectives with the
gang unit began investigating.

What emerged was a starkly different story from the first
impression.

The assault took place on a Metro bus.
A group of boys, ages 10, 12, 14 and 15, confronted the 17-

year-old. The 10-year-old demanded to know where he is from,
then ordered him to empty his pockets.

The boys surrounded him, and the teen feared that he was
about to be robbed.

The 10-year-old took off his backpack and unzipped it, then
reached inside.

The teen thought he was about to be shot, so he grabbed the
boy in bear hug.

The 10-year-old's hand was pinned in the backpack, and a
shot went off in the ensuing struggle.

The 17-year-old thought he had been shot. When he realized
that he wasn't, he grabbed the backpack and jumped off the bus.

The other kids assaulted him, but he managed to break free.
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Detectives released the 17-year-old, and police say the 10-
year-old faces robbery and weapons charges after he is
discharged from Harborview.

A spokesman for the King County Prosecutor's Office said the
10-year-old and his accomplices will likely make a first
appearance in juvenile court on Thursday.
http://www.seattlepi.com/local/425303_shot18.html?source=myp
i

10-08-18 Pedal power leads to weekend arrests in Chester
CHESTER — Even with all the high-tech crime fighting

equipment available today, sometimes it’s plain old-fashioned
police work that gets the job done.
Last weekend, city police and state police used pedal power to
their advantage and nabbed two convicted felons on weapons
violations. They took two loaded guns off the street to boot.
Chester Police Maj. John Gretsky said the bicycle patrols are part
of the arsenal the police department’s is using to take illegal
firearms out of the community.
“The pedal bike patrols are a great tool,” Gretsky said. “We will
continue to implement different strategies to battle gun violence
in the city.”
Late Friday, Chester Officer John Benozich and state troopers
were patrolling the area around the Bennett Homes when they
saw a group of people loitering in the 1000 block of Taylor
Place, police said.
One of those in the group was recognized as 20-year-old David
Richardson. When Richardson saw the officers he began to walk
away while reaching for his waistband, police said. Benozich saw
Richardson allegedly bend down and drop something onto the
ground. The officer checked the area where Richardson dropped
the item and found a black .38-caliber revolver, loaded with five
live rounds.
Richardson was taken into custody and charged with firearms not
to be carried without a license and related offenses. According to
court records, Richardson pleaded guilty to carrying a firearm
without a license in November and was sentenced to one to 23
months behind bars. Still on probation for that offense, he is now
back in Delaware County prison in lieu of $50,000 cash bail.
Shortly before midnight Saturday, Benozich, Chester Officer
Stephen Sheppleman and state troopers were patrolling on bikes
near Lehman and Honan streets in Highland Gardens. Benozich
saw a man, later identified as Omar Alexander, 32, crouching
down next to an abandoned house. Alexander allegedly made
several movements near the corner of the property before walking
away.
When offices approached Alexander in the middle of the 1500
block of Honan Street, he allegedly became agitated and did not
cooperate with the officers. State Trooper Gerard McShea
checked the area where Alexander was seen crouching down and
found a .32-caliber revolver, loaded with five live rounds, police
said.
Alexander was taken into custody and transported to police
headquarters. A convicted drug dealer, Alexander had an active
warrant out of Sharon Hill.
Charged with former convict not to own a firearm, firearms not to
be carried without a license and related offense, he was sent to
Delaware County prison after failing to post $50,000 straight
bail.

http://www.delcotimes.com/articles/2010/08/18/news/doc4c6b57
fb86e0c384718338.txt

10-08-17 Silver Spring Township traffic stop leads to
weapons charges for Carlisle woman, police say

What started as a routine traffic stop Friday night in Silver
Spring Township ended with a Carlisle woman's arrest on gun
charges, state police said.

Police said, LaToya Jean Harris, 29, of the 1100 block of
Sherwood Drive, told police she had bought the semi-automatic
.380-caliber handgun found hidden in a duct-tape-wrapped snack
box in the trunk of a car she was driving.

Police said the gun's magazine was found under the rear seat
of the tan Chevrolet sedan. Harris, who has a prior arrest for
robbery and is not allowed to possess firearms, consented to the
search after a Silver Spring Township police drug dog called to
the scene hit on the outside of the car.

According to police, the stop originated when Harris swerved
off the side of Interstate 81 southbound and stopped on the berm
before going back into traffic. An approaching state trooper ran
the license plate of the car, and the registration matched the name
of a female driver with a suspended license, police said. Harris
was pulled over. She didn't have a valid license, police said, and
she had two outstanding traffic warrants from Susquehanna
Township, Dauphin County.

Police said she appeared nervous and told officers she had
smoked marijuana earlier that night, triggering the decision to
bring the drug dog into play. Harris is not the owner of the car,
but the owner, Aunye Stackfield, no age or address given, also
consented to a search of the car, police said.

Police said Harris admitted buying the gun. She is charged
with possession of a firearm by a prohibited felon, receiving
stolen property and carrying firearms without a license. Harris
was arraigned and freed on $7,000 bail.
http://www.pennlive.com/midstate/index.ssf/2010/08/silver_sprin
g_township_traffic.html

10-08-17 No 'rhyme' or 'reason' to Pennsylvania lawmakers'
staff

HARRISBURG — In his Northwest Philadelphia district
office, State Rep. Dwight Evans employs 12 staffers to deal with
constituents and organize community projects. Two pull in six-
figure salaries, helping to tip his district staff budget just over
$820,000 — the highest in the General Assembly.

Evans' Harrisburg office staffing budget is even higher, at
$1.4 million, bringing the cost of his personal and committee
staff to $2.2 million.

Just over nine miles away in West Philadelphia, a Democratic
colleague, Rep. Vanessa Lowery Brown, has just four staff
members in her district office — two of them part-timers earning
$5,200 or less — and a staff budget of $63,000.

Beyond the obvious disparity among lawmakers, records and
interviews show that legislators' personal staffs will cost
taxpayers more than $100 million in 2010.

"There is no rhyme or reason to the system," said Tim Potts, a
former legislative aide and co-founder of the activist group
Democracy Rising. "It's all based on personal relationships. And
it shows just how out of touch the legislature is with the real
world."



Page 60

Brown, who is in her first term, represents the third-poorest
district in the state. "My people are hit the hardest, and we have
to fight the hardest for them," she said.

The system encourages abuse, civic watchdogs contend,
because it favors seniority and puts inordinate power in the hands
of legislative leaders, who determine which members get what.

A grand jury investigating corruption in the state Capitol cited
legislative staffing as an example of Harrisburg's living in a "time
warp of public corruption."

The grand jury's report, made public in May, found that
legislative staffing was bloated and recommended the General
Assembly become a part-time body to save taxpayers tens of
millions of dollars.

It also pointed out that some members have multiple offices
in their districts, each flush with employees, while others make
do with a single office staffed by a few people.

"The leadership doles out virtually all resources to members,
who buck the leadership at their own peril," the report concluded.
"Members who should be representing the interests of their
constituents instead focus on pleasing their party leaders in order
to curry favor that can be parlayed into additional resources being
directed to them."

Records obtained by The Inquirer through the state's Right to
Know Law show that Republicans and Democrats in the House
and Senate have trimmed between $1.5 million and $3 million
from their salary costs since 2008. But the cutbacks are only a
fraction of overall spending.

With 2,918 employees, the General Assembly has the most
legislative staffers in the country, according to the National
Conference of State Legislatures. The grand jury report
concluded the legislature could function with 40 percent fewer
staffers.

The Senate Democrats will spend $15.6 million on salaries in
2010, while the majority Senate Republicans will spend $21.1
million.

House Republicans will spend about $31.5 million in 2010.
House Democrats say they have not calculated year-end costs,
but they have spent $23 million in the first six months of the year.

Although there are inequalities from member to member in
both chambers, they are most dramatic in the House.

House Majority Leader Todd Eachus, D-Luzerne, would not
explain how he distributes funding.

"Our personnel office uses industrywide best practices and
standards, much like any other public or private organization, for
salaries, ranges, and job classifications," Eachus said in a
statement. "Beyond that, we don't discuss details of our personnel
decisions."

But interviews with rank-and-file members reveal a system
usually based on seniority in which Republican and Democratic
leaders approve all hires as well as their titles and their salaries.

Evans, who was first elected to the House 30 years ago and
has for years been chairman of the powerful House
Appropriations Committee, has a Harrisburg office staff larger
than most. It includes a cadre of budget analysts, whose salaries
range from $43,169 to $96,543. He also employs one of the
highest-paid staffers in the General Assembly: Miriam Fox, his
committee's executive director, who earns just shy of $163,000.

Seventy-four staffers in the House and Senate make more than
$100,000, six fewer than a year ago.

But Evans' office in Philadelphia is also the largest among
House Democrats, with 12 employees and an $822,140 budget.
His chief of staff earns $116,197 and his administrative assistant
$110,820, among the highest salaries for Democratic staffers.

He even has a "PennDot specialist," a staff member to deal
with constituents who need help with driver's-license
applications, motor-vehicle registration, and other driving-related
issues.

Evans, like Eachus, declined a request for an interview.
His spokeswoman, Johnna Pro, said Evans' staff not only

serves constituents, but also is available to other local elected
officials and organizes more than 30 community events each
year, including career days, senior expos, and homebuyers'
workshops.

She said salaries were high because Evans believes his
staffers, many of whom have been with him for years, deserve to
be paid "commensurate with their level of education and their
level of experience."

No other member's district office in the caucus comes close to
Evans' staffing and salaries.

Rep. Rosita Youngblood, D-Philadelphia, has patched
together a staff of three part-time employees making $10,000 or
less and two full-timers making about $41,000. She said the
secrecy surrounding salaries and staffing made it nearly
impossible for her to argue for more staff or higher pay.

"I was floored when I learned members who just came on
board had the same number of staff," she said.

In 2002, Youngblood sued then-Democratic Leader Bill
DeWeese of Greene County over allegations that he had cut her
staff budget by $25,000 because she did not vote the party line.

She lost her federal suit, and her district budget has since
been restored (it is now $107,000), but not to a level that she said
was appropriate, considering her district's needs and her 15 years
in the House.

House Minority Leader Sam Smith, R-Jefferson, said he had
tried to institute more uniformity by setting up job classification
and salary ranges over the last few years, but he added that
individual districts' needs were as varied as the state geography
despite having roughly the same number of people.

The cost of office leasing, the demands of districts that cover
multiple counties, and the number of people seeking more help
from legislators vary widely, he said.

In the Senate, staffing and salaries in members' offices are
more uniform. Five years ago, the chamber hired a human-
resources firm to help it create job classifications and salary
ranges for those categories, said Drew Crompton, counsel to
Senate President Pro Tempore Joe Scarnati, R-Jefferson.

Leaders still have final say over whether a member can add
employees or bump up their salaries.

But Crompton said leaders did not use that power to reward
or punish — every member is guaranteed a basic support staff,
which could include administrative and legislative aides.

"There is no quid pro quo with leadership and the members,"
Crompton said. "We don't cut staff or cut people's phones off, or
not allow them to buy a computer if we don't like something they
do."

Still, there are differences. Some of the more senior senators
have combined staff budgets for their Harrisburg and district
offices that top $600,000. Others make do with half as much.
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As a Democratic leader in the House for more than a decade,
DeWeese controlled the budgets for the Democratic caucus. Even
as a rank-and-file member he still receives $346,000 to run his
four district offices.

But DeWeese said facing criminal corruption charges had
changed him, and he is fighting to change the system he helped
perpetuate.

DeWeese, who will stand trial in the Capitol Bonusgate
scandal on charges that he misused legislative staff, supports a
bill that would make available online details of all government
spending, from salaries to contracts, something New Jersey does.

"In the age of reform there should be alterations to the status
quo that ensure transparency, accountability, and fairness,"
DeWeese said in an interview.

But with that bill stuck in the state government committee, the
status quo remains. And that angers backbenchers.

"There is disparate treatment," Youngblood said. "But we
were all elected to do the same job."
http://www.pottsmerc.com/articles/2010/08/17/news/srv0000009
118924.txt

10-08-17 Calgarian who failed to report gun theft gets six-
month jail term

Firing range worker receives additional jail time
A Calgary man has been sentenced to six months in jail for

failing to report a registered handgun was stolen from his home
nearly three years ago. The weapon was later used in a crime.

Provincial court Judge Barbara Veldhuis said she found
Anthony William Beare's explanation for not telling anyone the
9-mm firearm was taken in a break-in "defied logic."

Defence lawyer Michael Bates had said his client, who
worked at the Shooters Edge firing range at the time, was
reluctant to say anything for fear he'd lose his job.

"You have all the paperwork, there is no harm in having
weapons, they are all properly stored," said Veldhuis. "By that
extent of logic, there is no reason why you shouldn't report
someone breaking and entering your apartment . . . no reason not
to pick up the phone."

Veldhuis said the greatest concern with lost or stolen weapons
not being reported is they are often used in criminal offences and
police are unaware they are on the street.

The judge made the sentence consecutive to a five-year prison
term and lifetime firearms prohibition meted out to Beare, 31,
last summer.

He had pleaded guilty then to 14 charges stemming from a
cache of illegal guns, homemade pipe bombs, ammunition and
drugs found inside his rented De Winton home during a raid in
December 2008.

Crown prosecutor Shane Parker said the rarely used section
of the Criminal Code for not reporting lost or stolen firearms
called out for a significant sentence because of the fear such a
weapon might be used in a crime -- and in this case it was.

He said the gun was used by an unknown culprit to shoot
Mohamed Habib outside a video store in the 1200 block of 17th
Avenue S.W. on Sept. 28, 2007.

The perpetrator shot Habib once in the forearm, then fled to a
parkade, where he carjacked a vehicle and drove away. The
handgun was found discarded nearby. Despite its serial numbers
being filed off, investigators were able to trace the weapon back
to Beare.

Another judge will decide Nov. 1 whether Beare is guilty of
aggravated assault in the stabbing of a fellow inmate at the
Calgary Remand Centre on March 28, 2009.

Shaun Alexander Folk, 33, testified last week he was stabbed
by Beare as part of a grudge.
http://www.canada.com/news/Calgarian+failed+report+theft+gets
+month+jail+term/3407164/story.html

10-08-17 U.S. ends webcam probe; no charges
Federal prosecutors on Tuesday closed their investigation into

Lower Merion School District's secret use of software to track
student laptops, saying they found no evidence that anyone
intentionally committed a crime.

The decision, announced by U.S. Attorney Zane Memeger,
ended a six-month probe by the FBI into allegations that district
employees might have spied on students through webcams on
their school-issued laptops.

In a brief statement released by his office, Memeger didn't
disclose details of the investigation, but said agents and
prosecutors concluded that charges were unwarranted.

"For the government to prosecute a criminal case, it must
prove beyond a reasonable doubt that the person charged acted
with criminal intent," his statement said. "We have not found
evidence that would establish beyond a reasonable doubt that
anyone involved had criminal intent."

The announcement represented an unusual step for federal
investigators. The FBI and U.S. Attorneys' offices rarely
acknowledge when they begin or end a criminal inquiry.

Memeger's predecessor, Michael Levy, disclosed the probe in
February because of the community interest and visibility in the
allegations, he said at the time. Memeger's announcement on
Tuesday was intended "to close at least one part of this matter"
before the new school year opens, he said.

His decision came a day after the Lower Merion School
Board adopted new policies governing how, when and why staff
will track the take-home laptops Lower Merion issues to every
high school student.

Henry E. Hockeimer Jr., a lawyer for the school district,
welcomed the news.

"The district is certainly gratified that after a hard look into
this matter, the FBI and United States Attorney have concluded
that no criminal conduct occurred," Hockeimer said.

He noted that it was consistent with the findings of internal
investigation that he supervised earlier this year.

The FBI probe included interviews with the two school
district information technology employees who were suspended
with pay when the laptop tracking program came to light in
February. Both had the authority to activate the laptop tracking
software and access webcam photos, though have denied any
wrongdoing.

The district has maintained that technicians used the software
only to find lost or missing laptops, but acknowledged that
staffers often forgot to turn off the tracking system after they
turned it on.

Hockeimer declined to say whether either suspended
employee will return to work this fall, saying it was a personnel
matter.

Meanwhile, two civil lawsuits over the laptop monitoring
program remain unresolved. Both were filed by students who
claim the district invaded their privacy by secretly snapping
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hundreds of webcam photos, including shots of them inside their
homes.

The students' attorney, Mark S. Haltzman, said the
prosecutors' decision bolstered the need for new laws. He noted
legislation proposed by U.S. Sen. Arlen Specter (D., Pa.) that
would expand wiretap laws to cover technology such as laptop
webcams.

"The inability of the federal government to prosecute those
persons involved in the spying on the LMSD students and their
families through school issued laptops underscores the
importance of Sen. Specter's efforts to amend the criminal
statutes to close the loop holes in our current laws," Haltzman
said.
http://www.philly.com/philly/news/breaking/100893789.html

10-08-17 Could you hit a target 1,000 yards away? These
sharpshooters can

Sherri Gallagher is 26 years old and has dark hair, pretty
brown eyes and a shy smile. She likes Top 40 music, is
unfailingly polite and occasionally wears her hair in pigtails. She
is also so proficient with a rifle that if you were standing 1,000
yards away from her -- which is to say, 10 football fields or
almost two thirds of a mile -- she could put a bullet within 10
inches of your heart 100 out of 100 times.

Not that she would, of course, but she could.
At the moment, Gallagher is prone on the ground and staring

down the scope of her .308 Palma rifle at one of 40-odd
competition targets on the horizon. It is August in northern Ohio
and the air is gelatinous from the heat, yet Gallagher is wearing a
sweatshirt under her Army fatigues so that she can cushion her
shoulder and muffle the vibration of her heartbeat. At the
moment, her pulse is so low that she could be mistaken for being
asleep, and she is modulating her breathing to create eight-second
windows of physiological stillness. This is important, for even the
slightest deviation in the position of the muzzle -- say, the width
of a piece of paper -- can send her bullet off course by as much as
a foot. The same goes for the wind, currently gusting from the
west, which, when combined with the effects of gravity, mean she
essentially has to "lead" her target. So great is this effect that, if
you were to slow it down, the arc of her bullet would resemble a
big, looping curveball, rising nearly 30 feet above the ground and
then swooping to the right before punching a hole through the
bull's-eye.

On either side of Gallagher dozens of shooters are similarly
splayed out -- most of them men, most damp with sweat. Every
half second or so, one of them fires, and the cumulative effect is
like the final throes of a bag of microwave popcorn or someone
stomping on bubble wrap. Behind the shooters is a parking lot
full of trucks that are loaded with ammo and scopes and guns.
Lots and lots of guns; if the Midwest were to suddenly devolve
into lawlessness, this crew would be in great shape. There are
also bumper stickers. I'M A FIGHTER NOT A LOVER reads
one; GEORGE W. BUSH: SAVING YOUR ASS WHETHER
YOU LIKE IT OR NOT reads another. Those who aren't
competing in this round wheel their gear around in custom-made
carts, roller bags or, in one case, a small red Radio Flyer wagon
such as the kind a five-year-old boy might pull. Draw your own
metaphor from that one.

The shooters -- old, young, male, female, fat, skinny, military,
civilian, laconic, voluble, Southern, Northern -- have come to the

Camp Perry National Guard base outside Port Clinton, Ohio, for
the 2009 National Rifle Shooting Championships (this year's
championships, which are annual, run from Aug. 14 to 18). Think
of it as the Super Bowl of long-range shooting. Or, if you choose,
as a gathering of a couple thousand of the deadliest humans on
the planet.

* * *
The first National Shooting Championship was held in 1873

and sponsored by the National Rifle Association, which was then
just two years old. Though commonly thought of as a lobbying
entity today, the NRA was originally formed as a way to train
America's gun owners in response to what was viewed as poor
marksmanship during the Civil War. The goal of the association,
according to co-founder William C. Church, a colonel in the
Union army, was to "promote and encourage rifle shooting on a
scientific basis."

As the equipment became more advanced, so did the
competition. Skill wasn't enough; one needed to understand the
mechanics of shooting. By the 1960s gun manufacturers were
producing rifles capable of consistently hitting targets at 1,000
yards. By the Vietnam War top U.S. military snipers were able to
pick off targets as far as 2,000 yards away. (They can now
reliably hit a human silhouette at a distance of a mile or more,
and last year a British soldier named Craig Harrison set a
distance record when he toppled two Taliban fighters from 8,120
feet, or over a mile-and-a-half).

Today the championships are a month-long carnival of
firepower, complete with a mess hall and a long alley full of
vendors. (Representative pitch: "Are your guns safe at home right
now? Snap Safe Closet Vault!") The event lasts five weeks and
draws 6,000 competitors in a smorgasbord of events. Within
long-range rifle shooting alone, there are all manner of
classifications -- 200 yards, 600 yards, cross-course, standing,
prone -- but the ultimate test is the overall Long Range High
Power championship, for which the winner receives the
Tompkins Trophy. To win, a shooter must excel in a number of
disciplines over four days, often in varying conditions (including,
at times, torrential rain), and at distances that can be hard to
comprehend with the naked eye.

This may sound like a competition geared toward snipers,
but one of the first things you learn upon delving into the world
of shooting is not to confuse marksmen with snipers. In military
terms, snipers infiltrate locales, negotiate a variety of terrain and,
on occasion, take a shot; but it is only one element of their jobs,
which also might include scouting, defusing explosives and
holding positions. A marksman, however, trains year-round at
shooting but doesn't see combat action, instead spending his time
competing at a series of events and training military recruits. As a
result, each community sees the other with a certain amount of
disdain: Snipers view marksmen as "paper punchers" (a reference
to the paper targets), and marksmen view snipers as less skilled.

Consider the rescue two years ago of Capt. Richard Phillips
of the American cargo ship Maersk Alabama. Perhaps you read
about it at the time. From 75 feet, three Navy SEAL snipers
picked off a trio of Somali pirates who were holding Phillips
hostage in an 18-foot covered lifeboat. The operation required
three shots, the difficulty of which were staggering. The snipers
had to use night-vision scopes and synchronize their shots from a
swaying ship at a bobbing craft on the open sea. One of the
targets was visible only through a window. The stakes couldn't
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have been higher; one of the pirates had an AK-47 to the
captain's head. But the shots themselves? "I respect the
engagement but really, that's a very easy shot," explains Gunnery
Sgt. Justin Skaret, an elite shooter and captain of the Marine
Corps Reserve team who was part of the 16-member squad that
represented the U.S. in the 2007 Palma International competition,
the shooting equivalent of the World Cup. "That was, what, 100
feet? We start at 700 yards." Or, as Army Marksmanship Unit
coach Sgt. Emil Praslick says, "For our guys, that's like poking
someone in the eye with a stick."

As for the sniper viewpoint, retired Gunnery Sgt. Jack
Coughlin, a legendary Marine sniper with more than 60
confirmed kills in combat, spoke for his compatriots on the
subject of marksmen in his autobiography, Shooter. "Paper
targets don't shoot back," he wrote, "so that's really kind of
boring."

The Army and the Marines have their own differences. The
Marines complain that many of their best shooters are constantly
being deployed (usually to Afghanistan or Iraq), while the Army's
top guns are often specialists who are recruited and groomed
solely to compete and run training courses for the military. Sgt.
Lance Dement has been shooting competitively for the Army for
18 years and was on the 2000 Olympic team, which uses air rifles
at shorter distances. He says, "Sure, I could go over there, go out
in the field and take out targets, and, yeah, I'd probably hit
whatever I aimed at, but I'd be one gun. Over here I can train
1,000 people. It's like a force multiplier. You wouldn't send brain
surgeons out to be field medics."

Of course, you also probably wouldn't send brain surgeons
(or their analogous equivalent) to a nowhere town in Ohio, 75
miles from Cleveland and 45 from Toledo, to spend weeks
downing paper targets unless you had a good reason. For the
military branches, competing at the championships is a matter of
establishing a track record (good for recruiting), winning
bragging rights (the rivalry between the Army and Marines is, in
the words of Dement, "huuuge") and generating some good PR.
"This is about our profile, about backing up the assertion that we
have the best unit," says Praslick.

Praslick and his fellow servicemen don't come out and say it,
but it's also about proving that military shooters can best
civilians, something they've had a hard time doing. In the 23
years that the Tompkins trophy had been contested prior to 2009,
only civilians had won. There are, of course, reasons for this.
Most military shooters must be proficient with a variety of rifles,
whereas civilians can specialize. Army shooters didn't compete in
the all-around until seven years ago because they could only use
service rifles, which are sturdy enough for combat but less
accurate on a range. Now they are allowed to use a variety of
rifles, but even so the best civilian shooters still have an
advantage. They can spend tens of thousands of dollars to
customize their rifles and painstakingly test and tweak their
equipment and ammunition. It's the difference between playing
golf with a loaner set of clubs or your own bag brimming with
top-of-the-line equipment.

Foremost among these civilians is the 36-year-old John
Whidden, the 2008 champion from Nashville. Despite what one
might expect, he bears little resemblance to a Gun Nut, that part-
mythical creature who comes wrapped in a Confederate-flag
bandanna, quotes Rambo and thinks grade-schoolers should be
armed. Rather, Whidden is tall and skinny, doesn't hunt, favors

running shoes with jeans and is aw-shucks amiable in the manner
of the dad who coaches the seven-and-under soccer team. (In his
case, he's the shooting coach for the 4H air-rifle squad.) He
worked on his family's farm growing cotton and peanuts until a
couple years ago, when he decided to try to make a living through
shooting (primarily by selling gun-related products). Of course, it
helps his cause that he has a 1,000-yard range at home, as well as
his own gunsmithing shop.

Whidden's civilian peers include Michelle Gallagher (sister
of Sherri and a three-time all-around champ) and the sport's
resident heavyweight, David Tubb. Tubb is an 11-time national
high-power rifle champion (in various categories, including five
long range titles) and something of a one-man industry, the only
civilian who is truly making an enviable living off shooting. He
trains military snipers; hawks his comprehensive training manual,
The Rifle Shooter; and sells everything from sights to ammo. He
even has his own gun, the TUBB Gun, which sells for thousands
of dollars.

Meticulous about everything from his appearance (a Jimmy
Johnson hair helmet) to his preparation (he takes copious notes
on every shot he fires), Tubb arrives at competitions in an extra-
long GMC 4WD Yukon outfitted with interior steel lock boxes
for his rifles. The type of man who leaves his car parked in
neutral so that it can't be hot-wired, he is analytical, deeply
knowledgeable about the mechanics of firearms and capable of
long soliloquies of a highly technical nature. For example, when
he talks about shooting, these are the kinds of things Tubb says:
"The scope reticule is set up for a 4KDA solution. You hold your
elevation, here's your number, then call the deflection and
windage in miles per hour and then you hold it in miles per hour,
instead of holding it in minutes of angles, or mills." Which,
roughly translated, is a set of directions for aiming at elevation.

Entering the 2009 nationals, Whidden and Tubb were two of
the favorites, along with a half dozen or so others, including the
Gallagher sisters (their mother and stepfather are former
champions), Skaret and Dement. All spent countless hours
preparing, though some, like Dement, preferred to downplay the
importance of training. "There are only two things to do when
firing a rifle," Dement says. "Align the sites and fire the rifle
without moving it." And while this is technically sort of true,
especially for someone of his talent, it doesn't address all that
must occur before you get to the point of just aligning and
shooting.

* * *
For example, if you wanted to become the kind of elite

shooter who could compete at the national championships, here's
what you'd need to do:

First, master the physical aspects of the sport. This means
maintaining body position and breathing patterns, keeping the
rifle snug against your shoulder to "eat the recoil" and having the
combination of eyesight, fortitude and coordination that, if there
were no wind at all, you could hit the bull's-eye from 1,000 yards
every single time. This includes training your body to get
"pumped down," as Whidden puts it, rather than pumped up
during high-pressure competitive situations. Some shooters are so
adept at this that they can actually control their heartbeats; watch
on a monitor and there will be a slightly longer pause when
shooting.

Next you need to master the equipment. This requires
knowing your gun, including when its barrel is about to go
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(generally around every 2,500 rounds) and whether it performs
better fouled (that is, after substantial firing) or clean. It also
means understanding your ammunition: caliber, style, weight,
which powder, how much powder, which primer, which cartridge
case, how many times you can pull the trigger before deciding a
cartridge case is worn out, and so on.

Those are just the basics, though. The next step is becoming
an expert at reading the wind. You'd need to learn how to
interpret downwind flags and the mirage -- the liquid-like waves
of heat that come off the ground as a result of refraction,
providing an indication of wind direction and speed. Based on
those factors, you would need to be able to estimate the direction
and speed of the wind with uncanny accuracy, because each mile
per hour of wind equals a 10-inch variance in the bullet's path
over 1,000 yards. Put in scoring terms, misjudging by 2 mph can
be the difference between a score of 10 or 8 on a shot. Shoot
more than one or two eights and your chances of winning
disappear.

Finally you need to master strategy, something some
shooters never do. This means knowing when to bear down and
squeeze off shots to take advantage of good wind conditions and
when to wait out the session, which can last up to 80 minutes for
30 shots. It means knowing when to watch the targets of the
opponents to your left and right, essentially drafting off their
shots (that is, gauging how much the wind affected their shots
and adjusting accordingly), and it means knowing when to
purposely put a shot a bit left or right (but still in the 10-point
smallest ring) to throw off the shooter next to you if he is so bold
as to draft off of you.

Despite all this, the rewards are few. There is virtually no
money in competition, little to no media (I was the only reporter
at the 2009 finals) and the sport is both arduous and difficult to
explain. So why do it?

Ask the shooters and they'll talk about pride and pleasure in
a job done well, and in some cases an obsessive need to master
the equipment and conquer the conditions -- the challenge of
putting a bullet through a bull's-eye time after time. "It is still
very amazing to me," says Whidden, "that if you line up these
sights real carefully and squeeze the trigger real careful, this
bullet will go that whole distance and land in the middle of that
black circle the size of a plate. I still have a kid-like fascination
that it all even works."

* * *
The 2009 finals began on a muggy Saturday morning. The

shooters arrived early and set up at one end of the range, an
expanse of grass that brought to mind the biggest, bumpiest
soccer field you've ever seen. To the west, plumes of steam rose
from a nuclear power plant. To the north, beyond the grass and
the distant targets, lay Lake Erie, where some of the bullets ended
up. (For this reason, the Ohio Naval Militia monitors the shore
during competition, lest an unwitting Jet Skier make an ill-fated
run.) Indigenous bald eagles occasionally landed upon the target
range, causing cease-fires that lasted up to an hour. Canada
geese, however, did not command the same respect, perhaps
lacking the proper symbolism, and on the second day of
competition one went up in a puff of feathers (the shooter was not
afforded a do-over).

The competitors were an eclectic bunch. The oldest was 87-
year-old August Gormetti from outside Atlanta, who's been
competing since 1963. The youngest was 15-year-old Ethan

Kendrick from North Dakota, who sported a mini-Mohawk and
planned to join the Marines when old enough, though not the
shooting team. ("It'd be cool to shoot," he said, "but I really want
to fly helicopters, you know, Ospreys and Yankees.") Some
competitors used store-bought rifles while others, like Corbin
Brian Shell, from Fayetteville, N.C., build their own. Made of
tiger maple wood and gaboon ebony, Shell's rifle was hand-filed
and sanded and sealed and is worth in the neighborhood of 10
grand. Other competitors admired it as if it had a pair of 36DDs.

Talk to men like Shell and they'll tell you that shooting is
about concentration, about preparation and, if you need an
analogy, is closest to golf: the pressure, the lonely pursuit of
perfection, the precision, the mental management. The two most
important physical attributes are eyesight and hand-eye
coordination. You can "get by" with 20/20 vision, as Whidden
allows, but the best shooters are 20/15 or better. Likewise, many
of the best shooters say that in their youth they excelled at sports
like baseball. "I probably should have kept playing baseball, but
it was extremely boring to me," Tubb said. "It was too easy. If I
didn't try to knock it out of the park, I could get a hit every time."

By 9 a.m. the firing began. As complex as the sport is in
practice, to the lay observer it can be quite tedious to watch. At
1,000 yards the targets look like little pinwheels, even though
they're actually eight feet tall. Without a video board -- as is used
in Europe, where shooting competitions are more popular --often
all that's apparent is that guns are being fired. At any given time a
line of 40 shooters could be simultaneously competing in up to
three different matches. What's more, there's no scoreboard,
announcer or means to find out who is ahead or behind or doing
well, or even who is who. Even if you're a competitor. "I think
I'm two back of Sherri, and I heard Justin shot well," Whidden
said at the end of the first day. "But I won't know where I stand
until I get back to my hotel and check the standings on the web."

This is not to say that the sport can't be enjoyable to watch,
but until some enterprising TV producer figures out how to film
long-range shooting like the World Series of Poker -- and it could
be captivating if done correctly -- the only way to really
appreciate the sport is to view it through a high-powered scope
next to a knowledgeable guide, as I did on the final day of
competition.

* * *
Coming into the morning, with three days of shooting

already completed, Army specialist Sherri Gallagher held a lead
of four points, which was somewhat surprising. Not only had no
Army shooter ever won the all-around, but also it's mainly a male
preserve. Only two women had ever taken the honors. (Then
again, those women are her sister, Michelle, and her mother,
Nancy Tomkins, both of whom won multiple times.) Plus, at 24,
Sherri was younger than most champions and, most assumed,
more prone to nerves. All expected a close finish; as Praslick said
that morning, "This could literally come down to the last shot of
the day."

Trailing Gallagher but in contention were Dement, Whidden
and Skaret. Each had taken a total of 100 shots over five events,
and Gallagher had "dropped" only one point -- meaning only of
her shots was outside the 10-inch-diameter ten-ring of the 8-9-10
bull's-eye. There was another surprise, too: Tubb had fallen out
of contention after a rough first day in which he felt his
equipment let him down. ("I didn't seat my bullets deep enough,"
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he told me, looking almost morose.) Not one to watch, he
planned on driving home early.

As the first shooters took their positions, I joined Praslick,
the Army coach. A former tournament chess player, he has green
eyes, endless reserves of enthusiasm and may well be the best
wind reader in the world. We sat on metal bleachers behind
Whidden, a pair of high-powered scopes on tripods in front of us.
With each shot, Praslick kept an eye on the wind and Whidden's
adjustments and then, with uncanny accuracy, called most of his
shots. "This one will be just to the left of the ten ring," or "He
clicked over once on his sites, so I bet this will be to the right of
the last shot and down a bit."

Through the scope, a different, almost fantastical world
emerged. The wake of the bullet -- the tiny vapor trail created
when it goes subsonic -- was visible, and the heat mirage was so
thick as to appear CGI-created. One could see grass bending in
the wind 950 yards downrange and butterflies flitting by, both of
which served as potential indicators for Praslick, who said he'll
sometimes use the flight patterns of dragonflies or the bend of
dandelions to judge wind speed. Most of all, one could see the
targets, each one tallied by off-duty shooters concealed in the
"pits," narrow walkways behind a concrete berm where the
targets are hoisted up and down on chain winches after each shot.
All the while Praslick narrated the action, talking about the "cone
of fire" (that is, the margin for error with a good shooter) and
"doping" the wind (negotiating it), and "dressing up" a target
(keeping a tight grouping of bullet holes). Every minute or so he
pulled out his iPhone to check localized wind conditions -- yes,
there's an app for that -- which he used as background
information.

The shooters themselves barely moved, shifting an arm to
reload or adjust their sights. Nevertheless, they were performing
a complex series of calculations with each shot. To do this
successfully, it's almost impossible to go on gut instinct alone.
"I've never met a successful long-range shooter who wasn't very
intelligent in either a very analytical way or an OCD-savant kind
of way," said Praslick. And indeed, Dement said, the Army has
looked at the psychological evaluations of what makes a good
shooter and found that the basic personality type is "meticulous"
and an "overachiever." Skaret, the Marine reserve shooter, is a
good example. An engineer by trade, he is conscientious in his
dress and hygiene and says he sometimes gets "in the bubble"
while at work, becoming so focused on a project that, "I don't
even register other people."

During his first stage of the final round, Whidden finished
strong, dropping only one shot. Later, in high winds, he'd drop
two more, as would Skaret. Meanwhile, Gallagher shot clean
twice and entered the final round with a commanding six-point
lead. Still, all it would take was one shot cross-target -- when a
competitor mistakenly fires at a neighbor's bull's-eye, an
uncommon occurrence but something that had happened to
Gallagher in the final round a year earlier -- and she'd drop 10
points. Gallagher walked over to huddle with Praslick.

"Nervous?" he asked.
"No," she said, though not altogether convincingly.
"Hey, all you have to do is shoot a 145 [out of 150], then go

get up on that stage tonight at the awards ceremony."
Gallagher headed to the firing line in her fatigues and an

Army cap. Nearby her sister watched. Somewhere down the line,
her stepfather, Middleton Tompkins, was also shooting. She had

grown up pulling targets in the scoring pits for Tompkins -- "I
think that's why she started shooting, because she got sick of it,"
he says with a laugh -- and by the time Gallagher was in high
school, her life's goal was to join the Army Marksmanship Unit.

She competed on the Palma team overseas, winning the
World Long Range Championship at in Bisley, England, in 2002
at the age of 19. Two years ago the Army recruited her
specifically for the marksmanship team, and now, like Dement,
she competes four months out of the year and trains soldiers the
rest of the time. The lowest-ranking member of her unit, she had
a chance to bring home the Army's first all-around championship.

Her first shot was a nine. OK, but not encouraging; she had
already lost a point. She righted herself and hit a 10, then another
10, then cruised. When it was over, Gallagher had not only won
handily, with Whidden and Dement finishing second and third,
respectively, but set a national record of 1245-62x. Out of 125
shots, she put 121 of them in the ten-ring (and the other four in
the nine-ring), and 62 of those were in the dead-center bull's-eye
(the X).

Not that you'd know it at the time. There was no
announcement, no fanfare; if this was the Super Bowl of
shooting, someone forgot not only the pageantry, but the fans and
elated celebrations. Instead, Gallagher shared a hug with Praslick,
high-fived some Army teammates and then broke down her
equipment and headed off to clean her gun. Around her, other
competitors did the same, most unaware of the final standings.
Some popped open cans of beer, others muttered to themselves.
A man with suspenders, a prodigious belly and a thick Abe
Lincoln beard sat on a metal railing. "Gallagher was good out
there," he said. "Five down for the whole thing? That's real good
shooting." He paused. "And she's a purty little gal, too."

She is also, by most measures, the best competitive rifle
shooter in America, having set 13 national records in one year.
Despite her skill, she receives all of $24,000 in annual salary,
with another 10 grand for housing. For her victory at the
nationals, she did not receive a raise or even a promotion.

Later that night, Gallagher headed to an awards ceremony in
a large auditorium. A sparse crowd consisting of mainly
competitors clapped as various winners went to the stage to
receive various plaques and prizes -- a box of bullets or a $15 gift
certificate. For winning the Long Range championship, Gallagher
got a $500 Visa gift card, $500 from Berger bullets, $500 from
Sierra Bullet and a Remington Model 700 Sendero 700 SF2300
Ultra Mag rifle.

Afterward Gallagher stood outside as mosquitoes swarmed.
When asked if she's ever thought of going to the private sector,
where someone with her skills could easily make $200,000 or
more training personnel for a company like Xe (formerly
Blackwater), she looked startled. "No," she said, "I wouldn't want
to do anything other than this. The money isn't that important. I
enjoy representing our country and all the people. I'm honored to
be helping out so many people."

Then the best long-range shooter in the country changed out
of her fatigues and headed to Nick's Road House to celebrate,
which in this case meant sipping a Guinness with friends as
classic rock blared overhead. In civilian clothes, sitting quietly
and smiling, she went unnoticed by the bar patrons, an
anonymous champion in an at-times misunderstood sport. To her
peers, however, she was something else. "Now right there," her
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coach, Praslick, said from across the room, pointing at Gallagher
as she giggled with her sister, "is one bad-ass girl."
http://sportsillustrated.cnn.com/2010/writers/the_bonus/08/17/sha
rpshooters/index.html#ixzz0xNwKsATf

10-08-17 Death of Royersford boy called a 'tragic accident'
NORRISTOWN — The shooting death of a 4-year-old

Royersford boy was a "tragic accident" and no criminal charges
will be filed in connection with the death, according to
investigators.

"The investigation simply reveals a tragic accident,"
Montgomery County First Assistant District Attorney Kevin R.
Steele said on Monday, referring to the Aug. 11 death of Michael
DeSantis inside his family's home at 325 Chestnut St.

At the time of the 12:39 p.m. shooting, Michael and his 6-
year-old brother had been playing "cops and robbers" in a
second-floor bedroom inside the family's home, according to
Steele.

"It appears they were playing some game in the house and
that led to the children looking for this gun or playing a game
involving guns," Steele said

The firearm, a Glock 22 .40-caliber handgun, had been stored
in a box in the upper drawer of the father's dresser in the parents'
bedroom, which was thought to be out of reach of the children in
the house, Steele said.

"(The boy) proceeded to climb on his parents' bed, and access
the firearm which was stored in his father's dresser drawer,"
Steele explained.

"The child that died was the one that retrieved the gun,"
Steele said. "It appears from all the circumstances that after he
had obtained the gun, he pointed it in a direction that was toward
himself, and because of the age and the limited strength, had to
use a thumb to pull the trigger."

The child suffered a gunshot wound to the forehead and was
pronounced dead a short time later at Pottstown Memorial
Medical Center. County Coroner Dr. Walter I. Hofman
previously said at least two attempts to revive the boy were made
using advanced life support methods.

Steele said the investigation determined the circumstances
surrounding the incident do not meet the elements of any criminal
offenses and therefore no criminal charges are warranted.

"This is a family that has had one of the worst things that
could possibly happen to them, occur. They have lost a child,"
Steele said somberly. "They are grief-stricken and they're torn up
about the circumstances of this and it was found by us that, based
upon this set of circumstances, it does not rise to the level of
criminal liability that we would be able to charge any current
criminal statute."

The investigation determined the boy's father legally
purchased the handgun in 2006. The gun had not been kept in the
DeSantis home until the week prior to the shooting, according to
Steele.

"The victim's father was in the process of selling the firearm
and had only recently stored the firearm at home," Steele said.

"It was in the house for a short period of time, in an area
where they thought the children would not be able to access
it…that it was out of their reach," Steele said. "Based upon those
circumstances, we found that there was no criminal liability for
what occurred."

At the time of the shooting, the boy's mother was downstairs
caring for the couple's other young children, authorities
determined.

"Although the victim's mother was aware that a firearm was
kept in the bedroom, investigation determined she was not aware
that the firearm was loaded," Steele said.

"You had a parent with several children in the house who did
not know that the gun was loaded, therefore, we didn't find that
there was criminal liability on that person's part," Steele said.

Authorities concluded the investigation after interviewing the
victim's parents, his 6-year-old brother and neighbors of the
DeSantis family, according to Steele.

The incident was investigated by county detectives and police
from Royersford and Lower Providence.
http://www.pottsmerc.com/articles/2010/08/17/news/srv0000009
118202.txt

10-08-16 Officer's sense of smell leads to drug bust in
Cumberland County

Tuquan B. Harris, 28, of North Middleton Township,
Cumberland County, is in county prison in lieu of $150,000 bail
on drug charges because of an officer's good sense of smell,
township police said.

A search warrant was secured after the officer smelled
marijuana coming from Harris' apartment in the 1400 block of
Bradley Drive, police said. Police said they seized three pounds
of marijuana, a loaded stolen handgun, more than $1,500 and a
car.

Harris was charged with possessing a stolen firearm,
possession of drugs and drug paraphernalia and illegal firearms
possession, police said.
http://www.pennlive.com/midstate/index.ssf/2010/08/officers_sen
se_of_smell_leads.html

10-08-16 Teen critical after being shot with AK-47 at
Tunkhannock Township home

A 17-year-old boy was in critical condition as of Thursday
evening after being shot with an assault rifle in his home
Wednesday. The incident appears to be an accident, police said.

Taaj Osborne, a 2010 graduate of Pocono Mountain West
High School, was shot in the ribs with a semiautomatic AK-47
shortly after 3 p.m. Wednesday, police said. The shooting took
place in his Tunkhannock Township home on Yellowstone Drive
in the Sierra View development.

Osborne was on a respirator after he was flown to Geisinger
Medical Center in Wilkes-Barre with "life threatening" injuries,
Pocono Mountain Regional Police said. He was listed in critical
condition in the intensive care unit on Thursday evening.

No adults were home at the time of the shooting, Detective
Richard Luthcke said. A second 17-year-old boy was in the room
when the shooting took place and a 13-year-old was also in the
home but not present during the shooting, police said.

The name of the other 17-year-old who was in the room when
Osborne was shot has not been released.

Police interviewed the second 17-year-old at the scene and
described him as Osborne's "best friend." Investigators have not
been able to interview Osborne because of his condition.

Osborne is a junior member of the Tunkhannock Township
Fire Company, according to the fire department's website.
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A neighbor across the street, Greg Samsel, said he heard
screaming Wednesday but did not hear a gunshot. He said a
woman lives at the home with her three sons and a daughter, and
he believes the friend of the victim lives nearby.

The rifle was the only firearm in the home, police said.
In Pennsylvania, rifles do not require a permit and possession

of a long-barreled semiautomatic rifle, like the one that injured
Osborne, is legal; however, the minimum age of possession is 18.
The rifle had not been reported stolen and the investigation is
ongoing to determine who owned it and how the boys were able
to get hold of it, police said
http://www.poconorecord.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100
716/NEWS/7160375

10-08-13 Blind N.J. man seeks to bear arms
MORRISTOWN, N.J. (AP) — New Jersey prosecutors say a

blind man should not have the right to bear arms because he
doesn't safely store his guns.

But Steven Hopler's lawyer argued in court in Morris County
Thursday that there are no laws on how guns should be stored in
private homes.

A court in 1994 allowed Hopler to purchase firearms and
shoot them under strict conditions.

Prosecutors argued Hopler keeps the weapons in an unsafe
manner throughout his home and shot himself while cleaning a
gun in 2008.

The judge raised concerns about Hopler's habit of leaving
loaded guns around his home. But the judge noted the former
truck driver lives alone and even police officers have shot
themselves while cleaning weapons.

The judge expects to issue a ruling on Aug. 19
http://www.poconorecord.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100
813/NEWS/100819904

10-08-12 FL. Boy, 12, Finds Police Chief’s Loaded Revolver
In Park

Chief Admits Not Knowing Gun Was Missing
FLORIDA CITY, Fla. -- Florida City’s police chief is facing

scrutiny for inadvertently leaving his loaded service revolver in a
Miami-Dade County park.

“No one got hurt. That's the most important thing,” said Chief
Pedro Taylor.

Taylor admits not knowing his gun was missing until he was
notified by Miami-Dade police.

A 12-year-old boy found the .40-caliber Glock revolver in the
grass near the playground at Colonial Drive Park just before noon
last Thursday. He turned it in to the park management, which
then called Miami-Dade police. The serial number traced back to
the Florida City Police Department, and high-ranking officers on
duty there identified it as the chief’s service revolver..

Taylor said he was at the park to exercise before dawn on
Thursday. He said the gun fell out of his bag as he collected his
items and left.

But the report filed by Miami-Dade detectives tells a different
version of the story. According to that report, Taylor said he’d
“placed the gun by the play area while he worked out and forgot
it was there”.

The chief said he has been forthcoming with his superiors.
“I've talked to people in power. I've done what's right,”

Taylor said.

Florida City Mayor Otis Wallace confirmed there's an internal
investigation into the incident to corroborate the chief’s account.

“It’s not a good thing,” said Wallace. “It’s certainly human --
more in a realm of a mistake rather than some conscious bad act.”
http://www.justnews.com/news/24607004/detail.html

10-08-12 Chester City Council passes first reading of new
gun law

CHESTER — Gun violence has rocked Chester this summer,
forcing scared residents into their sweltering homes and sending
the city’s politicians and community leaders searching for
solutions to restore order.

City council took its latest measure to mitigate the bloodshed
Wednesday by approving the first reading of a lost- and stolen-
gun ordinance aimed at eliminating the straw purchases that often
provide the guns used in such shootings.

The law could pass following its second and final reading
Aug. 25. It would require firearm owners to report the loss or
theft of any firearm within 72 hours of discovering it missing.
Violators would be subject to a $1,000 maximum fine and/or a
maximum 90-day prison sentence.

Mayor Wendell N. Butler Jr. said he was pleased the city drew
up the proposed ordinance as quickly as it did. The idea was
birthed about two weeks ago, when state Rep. Thaddeus
Kirkland, D-159, of Chester, suggested the city pass such a
resolution and ordinance, citing similar laws passed by other state
municipalities.

“That’s important,” Butler said. “When you have gun
incidents in the community, you ought to use every tool that you
can to suppress that.”

At its July 28 meeting, council passed a resolution urging the
state assembly to draft a statewide law requiring firearm owners
to report lost or stolen guns. Yet, the resolution could not provide
the teeth that the proposed ordinance would.

“The city is moving in the right direction in conjunction with
the gun buy-back and all the other things that we’re going to
throw in place,” said Kirkland. “I think Chester is going to be a
safer city once we have all these things. I want to applaud (the)
mayor and council for working collectively and making sure we
put ordinances and laws in place that will deter criminals from
acting out.”

Kirkland’s opponent in his bid for re-election, Republican
the Rev. William “Rocky” Brown, also supported the ordinance.

“I commend council for moving forward,” Brown said in a
telephone interview. “That’s just the start of many things that
need to be done, not just across the community, but across the
state.”

Kirkland referenced the city’s “Guns For Goods” initiative,
which awarded residents with ShopRite gift cards in exchange for
guns. The event took place Saturday and brought in 290
weapons, including a Tec-9 machine gun.

Councilman John Linder said he was amazed at the number
of guns the police collected, saying he didn’t expect such a high
count.

“I think it was a great success as it took a lot of guns off the
street,” Linder said. “It was an enlightening experience for me. …
We’re really going to be successful in the long run in eradicating
this from our community.”

Butler reiterated that he deemed the event a success the
moment he heard the Tec-9 had been submitted.
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“Just that alone, if that was the only gun I got, I would have
been happy,” Butler had said at the opening of a police substation
at Widener University Monday. “Just in the wrong hands, if
somebody pulled that trigger, you could injure dozens of people
in one burst. Just to have that, I was ecstatic.”

Butler will make the ninth stop on his Mayor’s Night Out
anti-violence tour at 5:30 tonight at Third and Pennell streets, a
stone’s throw from the site of the first shooting after the
expiration of the state of emergency last month.

Since the state of emergency was lifted July 23, the city has
suffered two homicides, bringing its yearly total to 15.

The city has taken several measures to eliminate the violence
since the state of emergency, including the gun buy-back
program, the lost- and stolen-gun resolution and the new
substation at Widener, which provided Chester police two
additional officers and another police vehicle, though that was in
the works for several years.

10-08-11 Gun-advocates up in arms over concealed-carry
hearings

The audience was armed - literally - at a House Judiciary
Committee hearing in Upper Darby yesterday to examine a
loophole in the state's concealed-weapons laws.

From short, pudgy, middle-aged men to young, slim ones,
gun-rights advocates came packing heat to the hearing about
what's become known as the "Florida loophole."

Under Pennsylvania's firearms-reciprocity agreements, the
state must recognize "concealed-carry" licenses from certain
other states, and vice versa.

The "loophole" is that three of those states - Florida, Utah and
New Hampshire - allow out-of state residents to get licenses in
their state and through the mail, even if their state has denied
them a license or revoked it.

Of the three states, police say that Florida is the biggest
problem - it has issued more than 3,100 out-of-state permits to
Pennsylvania residents. That number is up from 2,600, when the
Daily News first wrote about the issue in February.

In her testimony, Lt. Lisa King, commander of the
Philadelphia Police gun-permit unit, said that there is no way to
tell if those 3,100 have been denied a permit in Pennsylvania
because Florida will not provide police with their names.

"I fundamentally have a problem, that Pennsylvania allows
another state to dictate who can carry a concealed-carry permit
here and not tell us the names," said state Rep. Josh Shapiro, D-
Montgomery. "Whether you're in the NRA or CeaseFire PA . . .
we would all be better suited having Pennsylvania laws govern
[here]."

State Rep. Bryan Lentz, D-Delaware, who sponsored a bill
that would close the loophole, said that the Florida license is
basically a "get-out-of-jail-free card."

But gun-rights advocates said that the loophole is necessary
because the permit application process, especially in
Philadelphia, is too strict.

Brian Grady, Philadelphia deputy district attorney for special
operations, noted that 90 percent of concealed-carry applications
in the city were approved last year.

"We're talking about giving you a deadly weapon," Grady
said. "We're not talking about giving you a Schwinn to ride
around the parking lot."

The crux of yesterday's four-hour hearing rested on the fact
that, in Pennsylvania, one can be denied a concealed-carry
license based on "character and reputation" alone. Therefore,
someone with a dozen arrests but no convictions or someone who
associates with criminals can be denied, even if they've never
been convicted of a crime.

Kim Stolfer, legislative committee chairman for the
Allegheny County Sportsman's League, said that the character
and reputation clause is "the elimination of the presumption of
the right of innocence."

"We will never, ever agree to deny someone a freedom based
on an arrest alone," he said.

Stolfer said he'd like to see the character clause eliminated
and for character references to be required.

Judah Kocher, 24, of Cochranville, Chester County, who
attended the hearing with his wife, his sister and his Springfield
Armory XD 45-caliber gun on his hip, said, "I don't want it to be
harder; I want it to be easier to protect yourself."
http://www.philly.com/philly/hp/news_update/100416134.html

10-08-10 Hearing To Close Gun Permit Loophole
Pennsylvania Representative Bryan Lentz is pushing for

legislation that would make it illegal for criminals to carry
concealed weapons.

The Delaware County Democrat introduced a bill in May to
close a loophole that allows residents who are denied a gun
permit in Pennsylvania to use a permit from another state.

Lentz explained how some people, many with arrest records,
are obtaining gun permits in Florida to use in Pennsylvania.
"They apply to the state of Florida and they receive the permit
back in the mail and local police have to honor that permit. Even
though they know the person has been denied a permit or
shouldn't be carrying a gun." Lentz considers the out of state
permits "a get out of jail free card."

Lentz said Pennsylvania State Police believe about 3,100
permits have been issued in the state and many were approved
through the loophole. "There are many states that lack our
background check." Pennsylvania has a "character clause." That
means "they can look and say if you're the town drunk and go to
the bar Friday and get into a fight we don't want you carrying a
gun. Or if you're someone who associates with drug dealers or
someone we know has entered with the wrong crowd." Other
states just look into whether a person has been convicted. Lentz
said "we have a system here and the system is it's controlled by
local law enforcement. We shouldn't let an official in Florida, at
the Department of Agriculture, we shouldn't let the Department of
Agriculture in Florida decide who carries a gun in Upper Darby,
Delaware County."

The hearing begins Tuesday at 10:00am at the Upper Darby
Township building.

Also check out what Rep. Lentz has to say about accusations
of his campaign promoting a third party/Tea Party candidate.
http://www.myfoxphilly.com/dpp/good_day_philadelphia/Repres
entative_Bryan_Lentz_Violent_Repeat_Offender_Bill_08_10_10

10-08-09 Long Beach officer charged with stealing weapons
The veteran police officer allegedly stole four guns that had

been turned over to the department by a local business,
prosecutors said. He has pleaded not guilty to more than a dozen
felony counts.
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Prosecutors charged a veteran Long Beach police officer with
more than a dozen felony counts for allegedly stealing weapons
that had been turned over to the department by a local business,
authorities said Monday.

Damian Ramos, 32, pleaded not guilty Monday to the
charges, including four counts each of grand theft of personal
property, grand theft of a firearm and embezzlement by a police
officer, as well as one count of possession of an assault weapon.

"Upon learning of the potential misconduct by one of our
own, we took swift action to ensure that the investigation was
handled thoroughly," Long Beach Police Chief Jim McDonnell
said in a statement. "It is our responsibility to ensure the public's
trust within our Police Department, and anyone who
compromises the integrity of this organization will be dealt with
immediately."

If convicted on all counts, Ramos faces a maximum of more
than eight years in state prison. Ramos, who has been suspended
with pay pending the outcome of his criminal case, had his bail
set at $100,000. His preliminary hearing was set for Aug. 23.

Authorities allege that Ramos took the weapons between Aug.
2 and Aug. 5. According to police officials, he handled guns that
had been turned over to the department by a Long Beach
business.

But police officials later found that the number of weapons
taken from the business did not match those catalogued in
evidence.

Ramos took four firearms that were supposed to be booked as
property, prosecutors said. The department has recovered one,
but the other three are still missing, prosecutors said.

Investigators quickly began focusing on Ramos and found
evidence connecting him to the guns after serving search warrants
at his work and home, police said. He is currently being held at
Los Angeles County Men's Central Jail.
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-long-beach-police-
20100810,0,307013.story

10-08-09 Texas woman, accused of smuggling rifle sights to
Russia, could get NY plea deal

NEW YORK (AP) — A woman who's drawn comparisons to
a Russian secret agent with the same first name could get a plea
deal on charges she tried to smuggle high-tech rifle sights to
Moscow.

At a brief appearance Monday in federal court in Brooklyn,
attorneys on both sides indicated that a possible deal was in the
works for Anna Fermanova.

Prosecutors say the 24-year-old Fermanova was caught at
New York's Kennedy airport in March with the sights stashed in
her luggage. Her attorney, Scott Palmer, told reporters Monday
that she bought the sights for her father-in-law to use at a
Moscow gun club.

Fermanova, who was born in Latvia and grew up in Texas,
had been under house arrest at her parents' home in Plano. A
judge loosened the bail conditions on Monday to allow her to
travel between Texas to New York for her case.News reports and
websites have compared Fermanova to another Anna — admitted
Russian secret agent Anna Chapman.

Chapman, 28, was among suspects who pleaded guilty last
month in New York to a charges they were part of a headline-
grabbing spy ring. She was sent back to Russian as part of a spy
swap.

Thanks to photos and information gleaned from social-
networking sites, Chapman became a tabloid sensation.
Fermanova has gotten the same treatment, even though there's no
allegations of spying.

Fermanova has "laughed it off," her attorney said when asked
about the publicity
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/wire/sns-ap-us-
russia-smuggling-scopes,0,1407743.story

10-08-09 Conn. shootings reflect growing workplace violence
MANCHESTER, Conn. — "CSI: The Office" — It could be

a new show in the popular TV crime series.
With workplace violence rates across the nation holding

steady, threats, injuries, assaults and deaths are happening on the
job more often than people think.

Last Tuesday's shooting at a Manchester, Conn., beer
distributor that left nine dead, including the gunman, is a grave
reminder that a disgruntled employee can erupt and wreak havoc
anytime, anywhere. Statistics from the National Institute for
Occupational Safety and Health say about 1,000 people each year
are victims of workplace homicides.

But could those deaths and other tragedies on the clock have
been prevented? It's a question that will, no doubt, always plague
the minds of Hartford Distributors Inc.'s owners and employees,
injured victims and the families of those who died.

Experts say it's possible gunman Omar Thorton may have
been stopped if he displayed warning signs and others took
action. Steps can be taken to prevent brutality and even
bloodshed from ever happening, and large companies say they've
had policies in place for years to protect employees and
managers.

A ticking time bomb
That coworker swearing at a malfunctioning copy machine

might be angry about more than just a paper jam. He may have
unresolved resentment over an incident that happened at work.

"If it's personal, it could simmer for a while, percolate for a
while. Some evolve into fights and shootings and involve long-
time harassment, bullying or feelings of mistreatment," said Chris
McGoey, owner of Los Angeles-based McGoey Security
Consulting, which trains businesses on reducing crime risk.

The key is acknowledging and acting on warning signs before
acts of workplace violence occur or are taken to the next level,
according to State Rep. Michael Lawler, a chairman of the House
Joint Committee on Judiciary.

"It all begs the question: Did anything happen here before this
shooting? Did other people know he had guns? Did he have a
substance abuse problem, mental health situation, was he
threatening people in his private life?" Lawler asked of Thorton.

Connecticut's Violence in the Workplace Policy and
Procedures Manual, prepared in 2007, lists situations that may
push someone over the edge, including stress caused by lay-offs,
reorganization or increased workloads; the growing prevalence of
substance abuse at work; mistrust and hostility among ethnic,
social and racial groups; critical performance reviews; and low
morale caused by employees believing they're not treated with
respect.

Thorton had complained to his girlfriend that coworkers were
racist and said in a 911 call that he had been looking to shoot
those who he felt were racist toward him. The morning of the
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killings, he had also been confronted about stealing from the
company and was told he would be fired if he didn't resign.

"People are getting more afraid to [terminate or reprimand
people] because of these types of incidents, especially now with
economy and people getting laid off and terminated every day,"
McGoey said. "And how do you know the next time you
terminate someone that they're not going to go postal on you?"

Speaking up
A law passed in 1999 says that even if someone hasn't

committed a crime yet, police are authorized to seize the person's
guns under special circumstances and refer him or her to a mental
health evaluation, Lawler said.

"I'm not saying they should have used it here," Lawler said of
the Manchester massacre. "I'm not saying anybody did anything
wrong or should be criticized. But where warning signals exist,
there are things that can be done."

The law was enacted soon after Connecticut's last mass killing
spree in 1998 when Connecticut Lottery employee Matthew Beck
shot four managers and himself at headquarters in Newington
after he was denied a promotion.

"A lot has changed since then. Suffice it to say that now if
there are warning signals and if people recognize them and if
people go to the police or go somewhere with their concerns,
there is the ability to do something about it ahead of time,"
Lawler said.

If anyone -- family, friends or coworkers -- feels intimidated
by a person who possesses weapons and has a substance abuse
problem, made prior threats and has a mental health condition,
they can speak with police about having the person's firearms
seized.

And if you're nervous about overreacting about the situation,
Lawler offers this piece of advice: "It can't be that minor if it's on
your mind."

Company action
Most large companies already address concerns of workplace

violence, Lawler and McGoey said. Representatives of Sikorsky
Aircraft, a United Technologies Company based in New Haven,
and the United Illuminating Company, based in New Haven, both
said having prevention procedures in place is important for
everyone's protection.

Diane Pivirotto, vice president of human resources for UI,
said that her company has a threat assessment team and maintains
a hotline employees can call to articulate concerns.

Heidi McCloskey, a clinical specialist for adult services at the
Institute of Living at Hartford Hospital, said she urges people to
reach out to others if they are feeling troubled at work.

"One can't help but wonder if, in fact, he (Thorton) had been
able to take an opportunity and discuss some things, things might
have been different for him," she said.

"I think there are some people who have a great deal of
difficulty trusting others and hold things in themselves and don't
share what's going on. Then we may be at risk because some of
us have all kinds of thoughts going on in our head."

UI also provides managers with training about dealing with a
dangerous situation, and takes precautions when laying off or
firing employees, according to Pivirotto, who added that such
measures are fundamental to every company. If UI managers
anticipate there may be a problem firing a certain worker, they
are trained in what to expect and bring a counselor to the site to
prevent the situation from escalating into violence, she explained.

"We would have additional security on site. In a situation where
we would anticipate there would be shock or surprise that may
trigger reaction of employee, we try to anticipate that in every
situation," Pivirotto said.

Someone from UI may also escort someone who has been let
go to his or her desk to gather belongings and exit the building.

Marianne Heffernan, communications manager for Sikorsky,
said she could not specify certain violence prevention policies,
but said the company is "highly sensitive and vigilant to the issue
of workplace violence."

The Manchester killings may make even more employers sit
up and take notice that workplace violence could happen in their
companies, Lawler said.

"More employers are taking this kind of thing seriously and
realizing this is not a one in a million shot… these kinds of things
can and do happen frequently," Lawler said. "Not mass shootings
in the workplace, but workplace violence, which probably could
have been prevented if people tuned into it."
http://www.pottsmerc.com/articles/2010/08/09/business/srv00000
09033504.txt

10-08-09 New clash over old battlefield in West Virginia coal
country

Companies aim to strip-mine historic Blair Mountain, where
an army of 10,000 striking miners fought police and guards in
1921.

Reporting from Sunbeam, W.Va. —
Those who have sought to keep West Virginia's Blair

Mountain open for strip mining despite its storied past did not
reckon with Kenny King.

It was on Blair Mountain in 1921 that an army of coal miners
clashed with an armed force representing the authorities in league
with coal companies — the largest battle on American soil since
the Civil War and a watershed in labor's struggle for recognition.

The state kept the Battle of Blair Mountain out of its history
books for half a century and for decades has resisted appeals to
commemorate the conflict, presumably because the insurrection
was a black eye for the state and the coal industry

King has long been in the forefront of efforts to honor and
save the battlefield. Since 1994, he has been combing the
mountain and unearthing evidence of the fighting, documenting it
and pressing officials to safeguard the battlefield from coal
companies eyeing it for the most draconian form of strip mining,
known as mountaintop removal.

"Without Kenny King's efforts … much of the battlefield
may well have been obliterated by this time," archaeologist
Harvard Ayers said.

King, 55, and his mother have lived in the town of Sunbeam,
seven miles from the mountain, since 1962. Self-effacing and
easily overlooked in a crowd, King, who works for a coal
company contractor, has not been afraid to take a stand against
the powers that be in coal country.

Although his employers have worked for Arch Coal and
Massey Energy, King has spoken out regularly at public hearings
against granting these companies new mountaintop removal
permits on Blair Mountain.

"If you believe in something, you just can't give up on it," he
said. "You'd be sort of lying to yourself."

Blair Mountain, about 50 miles south of the state capital,
Charleston, was the scene of fighting between about 10,000
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miners -- bent on extending the protection of the United Mine
Workers of America to coal workers -- and more than 2,000 mine
guards, police and militia.

When King was a child, his mother told him stories about the
battle, including how the miners tried to make a cannon from
pipes and haul it up the mountain, and how a group of captured
miners was taken into a hollow and never seen again. His
grandfather fought with the miners, his great-uncle for the
operators.

The combat lasted for close to a week, until federal troops
were called in and imposed martial law. Total casualties were
never revealed, but best estimates put the death toll at 16; some
think the number was far higher.

The miners put down their guns with all their aims unrealized,
and hundreds were indicted for murder, treason, conspiracy and
other charges. Only three were convicted — one miner of treason
and a minister and his son of murder. The miner jumped bail; the
father and son won pardons after serving three years in prison.

The union was flat on its back for years, recovering only
under President Franklin D. Roosevelt and the New Deal. Even
so, the miners union and its supporters have always seen the
Battle of Blair Mountain as a revered chapter in the miners' story,
their rebellion against bosses they viewed as their tormentors.

For years, efforts to preserve the battlefield were met with
silence by politicians and even the union. At today's prices, the
mountain is estimated to contain upward of $1 billion worth of
coal.

There was no sustained drive toward saving the battlefield
until King became interested. He relentlessly dug up artifacts
buried on the battlefield and for a decade waged a lonely struggle
to save it. He once brought more than 200 captioned photos he
shot of battle sites and artifacts to state officials, but they were
dismissed because he was not a professional archaeologist.

Eventually, environmental groups stepped in to help King
with mapping, aerial photographs and a historical narrative. With
King's help, Ayers documented the presence of 15 battle sites,
trenches once strung with telephone wires, and more than 1,000
artifacts, including 26 kinds of rifles, shotguns and pistols.

King was finally vindicated last year when the state
nominated the battlefield to the National Register of Historic
Places and the National Park Service conferred the status.

But months later, the state withdrew its nomination and the
federal agency removed it from the register. Landowners on the
mountain had to agree to the listing, and a recount showed that a
majority was opposed to it.

King, Ayers and others have called the recount a fraud.
Preservation and environmental groups have filed an
administrative appeal and warned the National Park Service they
will sue if it does not reverse the delisting. Last week the park
service refused to reverse the delisting but recommended the state
renominate it to the National Register. The state has said nothing
and so far no lawsuit has been filed.

As strip mining creeps closer and closer, King's fight goes on.
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-na-blair-
mountain-20100810,0,5650027.story

10-08-09 NY Officers Wounded During Harlem Melee
A Harlem block party became the scene of a chaotic gun

battle between police and a reveler early Sunday that left six

people wounded, including two officers, one of whom was struck
by a bullet fired by a colleague, authorities said.

Officers shot and critically wounded 23-year-old Angel
Alvarez, who, authorities said, fired at police moments after he
fatally shot a 22-year-old man in a fight over a woman they both
knew. At least 50 shots were fired during the ensuing gun battle.

During the exchange, a plainclothes police officer, Michael
Tedeschi, was shot in the chest but suffered only a minor injury
because he was wearing a bullet-resistant vest, Police
Commissioner Ray Kelly said. Authorities later determined that
he was hit by a bullet fired from an officer's service weapon.
Another officer, Alfredo Vargas, was shot in the hand and was
expected to make a full recovery, Mr. Kelly said

Also wounded by bullets were three men who were at the
large block party on Lenox Avenue. They were in stable
condition at area hospitals, police said.

The violence erupted at about 3 a.m. after five police
officers—two in uniform and three in plainclothes—responded to
calls regarding two men fighting at the party and saw Mr. Alvarez
pull out a gun and shoot Luis Soto near the corner of 144th
Street, police said.

Mr. Alvarez then turned and allegedly shot at the officers,
four of whom returned fire, shooting at the suspect 46 times,
police said.

Mr. Kelly said about 200 people were in the immediate area
at the time.

Mr. Alvarez was hit multiple times and was taken to Harlem
Hospital, where he was listed in critical but stable condition,
police said. An attorney for Mr. Alvarez said his client was struck
23 times but was alert and speaking.

Charges against Mr. Alvarez were pending and he is likely to
be arraigned from his hospital bed, according to an attorney
representing the suspect.

Police recovered a .38 caliber revolver that they said Mr.
Alvarez used to kill Mr. Soto. Also found at the scene was
ballistic evidence that did not match Mr. Alverez's weapon or
police firearms, and investigators were looking into the
possibility that there was another shooter.

It was unclear Sunday who shot Mr. Vargas and the three
civilians. Police were also working to determine how the officers
came into each other's line of fire.

"Officers were converging from different areas in a
tumultuous situation," NYPD spokesman Paul Browne said.

Mr. Browne said it was not likely that Mr. Tedeschi, 36, was
mistaken for a civilian when he was shot in the upper-left area of
his chest. He was in stable condition at Columbia-Presbyterian
Hospital, where Mayor Michael Bloomberg and Mr. Kelly held a
morning press conference.

Mr. Bloomberg said Mr. Tedeschi, of the 32nd Precinct,
joined the NYPD in 2007 and is a father of three. "I can say with
full confidence that their father will come home to them, if not
later this morning then later this afternoon," the mayor said.

Mr. Vargas, 28, has been an officer for two years. He was
treated at St. Luke's Hospital and released, officials said.

"Two police officers shot, fortunately not seriously," Mr.
Bloomberg said "But there but for the grace of God it could have
been much worse. And in terms of our abilities to protect
ourselves, to be safe on our streets, we've just got to do
something about all these guns—the guns that keep flooding into
our cities."
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Two other officers, who were not identified, suffered minor
injuries when they fell during the wild incident, authorities said.
They were treated and released from St. Luke's Hospital.

John Carney, Mr. Alvarez's attorney, said witness accounts
did not support the police department's claim that Mr. Alvarez
was in possession of a gun.

"There's something going on here beyond what the police are
revealing as their story," Mr. Carney said. "Right now I can't tell
you exactly what happened."

Shariff Spencer said he was at the block party and was with
Mr. Alvarez for most of the night. He said he never saw his
longtime friend produce a weapon, and said Messrs. Alvarez and
Soto exchanged only punches.

Mr. Alvarez has a 2-year-old son with his girlfriend and
works as an auto mechanic, his family said. They said he did not
carry a gun. "That is not my brother," his sister, Tisch Craft, 37,
said. "We are a tight-knit family."

Mr. Soto lived in the Bronx and his family could not
immediately be reached for comment.

The melee was one of three unrelated shooting incidents in
the area in the span of three hours, police said. Earlier, a man was
shot in the buttocks at another block party at 149th Street and
Seventh Avenue. He was listed in stable condition at Harlem
Hospital. No arrests were made, police said.

At about 3:30 a.m., a man who has not been identified was
arrested at 135th Street and Lenox Avenue after he allegedly
fired several shots from a firearm found in his possession, police
said. No one was injured in that incident.

Corrections & Amplifications
John Carney, a lawyer for Angel Alvarez, a man who was shot
and taken into custody Sunday by the New York Police
Department, said charges against Mr. Alvarez were pending and
he was likely to be arraigned from his hospital bed. An earlier
version of this article incorrectly attributed the statement to a
spokeswoman for the Manhattan district attorney. The district
attorney's office is investigating the shooting.
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703589404575
417923934295354.html?KEYWORDS=firearm

10-08-08 Wilkes-Barre police probe gunshot incident
A vehicle reported stolen was found with two bullet holes in

it, authorities say.
WILKES-BARRE – City police are investigating a shooting

on McLean Street Saturday. The shots were fired in retaliation by
the owner of vehicle that was stolen, police said.

At approximately 4:45 p.m., McLean Street residents said
they heard two gunshots ring out, followed by a crash and a
screech of tires.

“You heard ‘pop-pop,’ there was a crash, and the other car
peeled out,” said a resident of the street, who declined to be
identified for fear of retaliation.

Police found a black Acura RL abandoned on McLean Street
near a bridge over Solomon’s Creek. The car had crashed into the
curb, and had two bullet holes in its front end. The vehicle was
reported stolen Friday night, police said.

Police said a first shot traveled through the hood of the black
Acura and lodged in its battery, a second passed through the
windshield and grazed the front passenger’s seat. Neither the
driver nor either of the two passengers in the vehicle was struck
by bullets, police said, but glass fragments lodged in the face of

the front seat passenger, Franklin Jimenez Marte Ruiz, 19, of
Hazle Street, causing lacerations.

The driver of the stolen vehicle, who was not identified, and
his two passengers, Jeffery M. Delacruz, 18, of Hazleton, and
Ruiz then fled through the dry creek bed to the rear of Jeff
Nealon’s house, 406 Andover St., where Nealon said they banged
on his back door and asked him to call 911.

“When someone knocks on your door and says call 911, you
don’t think, you just do it,” Nealon said.

Nealon said Ruiz claimed to have been shot, but did not
appear to have a gunshot wound, only glass in his face.

A Wilkes-Barre city ambulance transported Ruiz to Geisinger
Wyoming Valley Medical Center for treatment. Police said he
and Delacruz were taken into police custody. The driver escaped,
police said.

Police also arrested Joseph Rabo, 32, of Pine Street, the
alleged shooter. Police said they stopped Rabo while he was
driving a silver Acura TL marked with dealer plates on Blackman
Street near the Blackman Street Laundromat.

Ramos is the owner of Auto Extreme Unlimited, a Hazleton
car lot that was burglarized overnight July 25 to 26. A different
vehicle was stolen at that time, but keys to other vehicles on the
lot were also reported stolen.

Police said Ruiz and Delacruz will be charged with receiving
stolen property. Rabo will be charged with aggravated assault and
carrying a firearm without a license.

The case is still under investigation, police said.
http://www.timesleader.com/news/W-
B_police_probe_gunshot_incident_08-08-2010.html

10-08-08 Gun range plans questioned by Ransom residents,
officials

By this time next month, Ransom Twp. supervisors will
decide whether to approve plans for a 600-acre gun range that has
some residents concerned about noise and safety.

Residents have packed township and planning commission
meetings for the past two months and fired questions at
representatives of Ransom Recreational Shooting Sports LLC,
which submitted plans in June for a range on Ransom Road.
Concerns range from increased traffic and lead contamination to
noise and safety.

Concerns about noise have also been raised by Ransom Twp.
engineer John Seamans, who submitted a review of the plans last
month that raised issues about how the range would comply with
the noise ordinance since several target areas were close to the
edges of the property.

A Lackawanna County Regional Planning Commission
evaluation raised similar concerns because Ransom Recreational
Shooting Sports' plans offered "no information as to how much
noise will be generated from the site or if it would exceed the
ordinance requirements."

The county evaluation, submitted late last month, also noted
that a noise study may be necessary to determine noise levels at
the property line. A Ransom Twp. zoning ordinance forbids noise
above 60 decibels.

Ransom Recreational Shooting Sports spokesman Andy
Massimilian said many of the concerns from residents and
officials are unfounded, in part because of the range's location.
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"Our closest neighbors are a graveyard and a landfill," he
said. "The property is in a valley, with the nearest residents on
the other side of the mountain or on top of the mountain."

Mr. Massimilian purchased the property on behalf of West
Mountain Preserve in June 2009 with an eye toward land
conservation. County records show the property is valued at
about $26,200 and was purchased for $1. Mr. Massimilian said
the land was purchased for an undisclosed amount.

Ransom Recreational Shooting Sports was formed to develop
the range and submitted plans in June that call for seven shooting
areas within the property. In addition to a law-enforcement-only
area and four areas to be used for hunter safety training, the
property will have a general-purpose range and a small range
where expert users can practice long-range precision shooting.

There are built-in features on some ranges that Mr.
Massimilian said will limit gunshot noise where necessary. Plans
submitted to the township include diagrams of covered shooting
areas with gravel, chopped-up tires or insulation between the
walls to soften the noise, and adjustable backstops to capture
bullets. There will also be sound barriers at the firing line, he
said. In addition, plans call for landscaping throughout the
property, which will lessen the noise.

"We're going way beyond the normal requirements in our
designs," he said. "We came to town with intentions of being a
good neighbor."

The land where the range will go was chosen in part because
there are so few homes nearby, Mr. Massimilian said. The closest
house belongs to Ralph Metzgar, and Mr. Massimilian said his
calculations show that the Metzgar home is about 1,600 feet from
the expert range and about 3,600 feet from the general purpose
range.

Efforts to reach Mr. Metzgar were unsuccessful.
Mr. Massimilian also said there is no reason to worry that

bullets will land on property outside the range. All firing lines are
positioned so shooters will not point toward property lines or the
road, and stray shots will be collected in "containment baffles,"
he said.

The range will also follow U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency and National Rifle Association guidelines to manage lead
on the property, he said.

"Every round needs to be accounted for," Mr. Massimilian
said. "It's good business practice."

Mr. Massimilian said the range will cater to locals who own
guns but have nowhere to go to learn about gun safety or practice
shooting safely.

"We chose this area because there is a fair amount of gun
owners locally but a lack of places that offered classes and
opportunities to shoot," he said. "We're going to have a big focus
on beginners."

The plans submitted to the township included 27 range safety
rules, including that shooters must fire only at targets and must be
sober to use the range. Mr. Massimilian said anyone using the
range will have to take a range safety course before beginning to
shoot. Range safety officers will oversee shooting and can revoke
range passes for irresponsible or reckless behavior.

"It is in our best interest to offer a quality experience," Mr.
Massimilian said. "We're using safety standards beyond anything
offered in this area."
http://thetimes-tribune.com/news/gun-range-plans-questioned-by-
ransom-residents-officials-1.931806

10-08-08 Baghdad's traffic cops become latest target on
militants' hit list, 10 killed in a week

BAGHDAD (AP) — Baghdad's traffic cops are demanding
their own guards after at least 10 were killed over the past week
in drive-by shootings and other attacks that have set back efforts
to restore normalcy to Iraq's capital after years of violence.

Security officials have blamed al-Qaida in Iraq for the
killings, in which gunmen used pistols fitted with silencers. They
said the militants target traffic cops to create chaos on Baghdad's
congested streets and embarrass authorities who boast of
improved security.

Many of the traffic cops are unarmed, surprising given years
of violence on the city's streets. Now, they are demanding assault
rifles to defend themselves as well as protection from the tens of
thousands of heavily armed policemen and soldiers deployed
across the city.

Authorities, eager to stop the killings, are moving quickly to
meet their demands.

"Yes, they only have pistols so we are giving them heavier
firearms," said police Brig. Gen. Nijim Abed Jaber, chief
spokesman for the traffic police force. "But let me remind
everyone that combat is not the job of traffic policemen. They are
peaceful individuals whose job is to help people."

Persistent violence across the country has raised concerns
about the readiness of Iraqi forces to take over their own security
less than a month before the U.S. military ends combat operations
and draws down to 50,000 troops, a step toward a full withdrawal
by the end of next year.

However Gen. Ray Odierno, the commander of U.S. forces in
Iraq, maintained on Sunday that Iraq's military is ready and able
to take over security operations even with the violence and Iraqi
politicians continuing to squabble over the formation of a new
government five months after an inconclusive election.

Baghdad's traffic cops — distinguished by their white shirts,
navy blue trousers and hats — have struggled to regain control of
the streets. Even before they were insurgent targets, it was not an
easy job, coping with temperatures pushing 120 degrees (50
degrees Celsius) and relentless bombings striking Baghdad daily.

Members of the force have been killed in crossfire and
bombings since the insurgency broke out in 2003, but this is the
first time they have faced a string of killings in which they were
the intended victims.

The capital was without traffic police for months after its
capture by U.S. forces in 2003 and the city's unruly motorists did
as they pleased, driving on sidewalks, medians and against
incoming traffic. But the traffic police, with the help of American
troops, were the first law-enforcement force to send its members
out on the streets and have slowly begun to regain control.

Already in some Baghdad areas, traffic policemen are
working in pairs, one directing the traffic and one shadowing him
with an assault rifle at the ready. In other parts of the city,
policemen and army soldiers are keeping a close watch on the
traffic cops, standing guard close by.

"My sole duty now is carry an AK-47 rifle and respond to any
attack against my colleagues by terrorists," said traffic cop Jassim
Mohammed. "We will not walk out on our jobs because some
cowardly terrorists are trying to kill traffic policemen who are
offering a service to people."
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Loai Qahtan Youssef, one of four traffic cops wounded last
week in a roadside bomb that targeted their patrol, said recently
added tasks to the force in Baghdad could have been behind the
attacks.

"They are asking us now to impound stolen cars we come
across and detain their passengers," he said from home, where he
is recovering from a head wound.

The force directs traffic and issues tickets — but it also plays
a less obvious role of bringing a semblance of order to a city
desperately trying to return to normal after more than seven years
of conflict. In a place where traffic lights are often ignored or not
working, motorists are heavily dependent on the traffic cops for
their safety.

A top security official involved in an ongoing investigation of
the killings said 13 suspected insurgents have been detained in
the past few days in connection with the targeting of the traffic
cops. He said initial findings suggest that the killings are the work
of al-Qaida and other Sunni insurgent groups.

What is not clear so far is whether these groups were
coordinating the attacks, said the official, who spoke on condition
of anonymity because he was not authorized to speak to the
media.

Whoever is behind the killings, the attacks on the traffic cops
have shown that Iraq's insurgency remains capable of striking in
the heart of Baghdad, Iraq's most heavily guarded city, despite
the killing and capture of hundreds of leaders and members.

Most of the drive-by shootings targeting the traffic cops have
taken place in central parts of the city, not far from the heavily
guarded areas housing ministries and government offices. The
attacks of the past eek wounded more than a dozen traffic cops.

The shootings, some in broad daylight, come close on the
heels of two brazen attacks blamed on al-Qaida in which militants
stormed army checkpoints, killing soldiers and planting the terror
network's black banner in a symbolic act of defiance. Over the
past 24 hours, at least 51 people were killed and more than 200
were wounded in bombings in the cities of Ramadi and Basra in
attacks bearing the hallmarks of al-Qaida.

Some of the traffic cops have defiantly vowed not to be
cowered by the killings. Others have stayed away from work for
several days, fearing for their lives, although this was denied by
the force.

"These attacks will not deter us from carrying out our jobs
and serving the people," said Lt. Rustum Mohammed. "I had not
heard about traffic cops quitting their jobs after the killings, but
we have all become more cautious and we have also been given
additional firearms," Mohammed, on duty at Kahramanah square
in central Baghdad, said as his two-way radio crackled with
messages about congestion in nearby areas.

Insurgents have targeted a range of different groups since
2003. Topping the list are police and soldiers, politicians,
academics and doctors. Athletes, artists and entertainers have
also been in their sights.
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/wire/sns-ap-ml-iraq-
traffic-cops,0,163743.story

10-08-06 Police: Fawn Township man described killing,
dismembering brother

The 21-year-old Fawn Township man accused of shooting
his brother to death Wednesday night began to dismember the

body to conceal the crime, but gave up after chopping off his
victim's left leg below the knee with an ax, state police reported.

In court documents, state police said Justin David Carbaugh
cut off the tips of his brother's fingers with hedge trimmers in
addition to chopping off his lower left leg.

"The defendant related after cutting off the victim's leg he
couldn't go any further, so he wrapped the victim in the tarp and
duct taped the tarp," Trooper Thomas Grothey, a criminal
investigator with the state police, wrote in the charging
document.

Justin Carbaugh then told police he left Brandon Shawn
Carbaugh's body in the woods and tried to dispose of evidence by
burning it in a fire pit near the family's Fawn Township home.

Justin Carbaugh was arraigned Friday morning on charges of
criminal homicide, abuse of a corpse and tampering with
evidence. He also was admitted to York County Prison.

The crime occurred Wednesday evening outside the family's
home, a contemporary, cedar-sided house nestled in the woods at
the end of a winding gravel lane off of the 700 block of Ridge
Road, police said. Justin Carbaugh was arrested Thursday when
state police were summoned to the house. Justin met troopers in
the driveway, saying, "I'm giving myself up," police said.

Police reported Justin Carbaugh told investigators he got into
an argument with his 23-year-old brother in the kitchen shortly
after waking about 6 p.m. that evening. The affidavit did not say
what sparked the argument.

Justin Carbaugh told police he left the house, and as he
walked toward the nearby woods, his brother followed,
continuing the argument. Justin Carbaugh told police he had a
Glock 27 .40-caliber semi-automatic pistol holstered on his hip.

As Justin Carbaugh entered the woods, police said, Brandon
cut in front of him and placed his hand on the butt of his pistol.
Justin told police he then drew his weapon and fired, hitting
Brandon in the chest. Brandon spun away. Justin told police he
then shot Brandon in the back of the head. Justin said he walked
to where Brandon lay and, thinking he was still alive, shot him
again in the head.

Police said Justin Carbaugh told them his brother did not
draw his firearm or threaten him with it, and said Justin Carbaugh
told investigators he did not shoot his brother in self-defense.

The affidavit was not clear about whether Brandon also had a
gun or whether he placed his hand on the butt of Justin's gun.
State police said they were not permitted to elaborate on the
information contained in the affidavit but did say they only
recovered one gun - the Glock - in the course of the investigation.

Justin Carbaugh told police he tried to hide the body in the
woods, returning to the house to fetch an ax, hedge trimmers,
safety glasses, latex gloves, a black plastic bag and duct tape. He
said he placed his brother on a tarp and cut off his brother's
fingers with the hedge trimmer and his left leg with the ax,
intending to dismember the body to dispose of it.

Police found the body parts in a black plastic bag nearby.
After he left his brother's body wrapped in the tarp in the

woods, Justin Carbaugh told police, he then tried to burn some
items - notably the ax, hedge trimmers, safety glasses, latex
gloves and his brother's clothing - in a fire pit near the house.
Police found the remains of some of those items in the fire pit.

The crime was reported after Justin Carbaugh called another
brother, Cody Barnes, and told him he had shot and killed
Brandon, police said. Barnes called police.
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After handcuffing Justin Carbaugh and putting him in the
cruiser's back seat, police spoke with Barnes and his mother,
Paige Carbaugh.

They told the troopers that Justin Carbaugh told them he had
killed his brother and handed over the weapon that he said he
used to shoot his brother.

Police then found Brandon Carbaugh's body in the woods
near the house. He had three bullet wounds - one to the left chest
and two to the head.
http://www.ydr.com/ci_15694458?source=most_viewed

10-08-06 In Philadelphia, cops talk shock about stun guns
In a Louisiana hospital last month, security guards Tasered

the epileptic, suicidal nephew of U.S. Supreme Court Justice
Clarence Thomas, triggering a seizure and a wave of public
outcry over the use of stun guns in medical centers.

In Arizona, a young doctor died in 2008 after suffering a
seizure while driving to work - and getting Tasered five times by
a highway patrol officer who pulled him over for erratic driving.

And Philadelphia sports fans got even more notoriety - and
city police, more criticism - after a cop Tasered a teenager who
had leaped onto the field during a Phillies game in May.

With the use of stun guns more hotly debated than ever,
crime-fighters from around the globe gathered in Philadelphia
earlier this week for a two-day conference to tighten guidelines
for the proper use of "controlled electronic devices."

The meeting was hosted by the Police Executive Research
Forum, a nonprofit, independent police think-tank based in
Washington. Philadelphia Police Commissioner Charles Ramsey
is the group's elected president.

"We're looking at the whole issue of use of force: How do
you handle people when you have to get control of them?" said
Chuck Wexler, the group's executive director. "Our purpose is to
do it in the most peaceful way to minimize injuries to that person
and to the police officers."

The group already had 55 guidelines it developed five years
ago at the U.S. Department of Justice's bidding. After this week's
meeting, Wexler aims to have the tweaked guidelines completed
by September.

Amnesty International has called for a moratorium on stun
guns, saying police use them as tools of routine force rather than
as an alternative to firearms. Since June 2001, more than 350
people have died in the United States after being shocked by
police stun guns, according to the human-rights group.

But Wexler's group found that police departments that use
stun guns have fewer injuries to suspects and officers than those
that don't, according to a September 2009 study.

To use a stun gun in Philadelphia, police must complete
crisis-intervention training, a five-day session on mental-health
awareness and other issues, said Lt. Francis Healy, Ramsey's
special adviser. About 700 Tasers now are deployed for use
citywide.

"It's a great piece of equipment, but it has to be used
appropriately so we don't have these public outcries of misuse
and abuse," Healy said.
http://www.philly.com/philly/hp/news_update/100099769.html

10-08-06 Phila. officer shoots self during training exercise

PHILADELPHIA - August 6, 2010 (WPVI) -- A Philadelphia
police officer was wounded after accidentally shooting herself
during a training exercise on Friday.

The 51-year-old female officer was wounded around 1:00
p.m.

She was taken to Aria Hospital - Torresdale.
Her condition is not known, but indications are her injury

was not life-threatening.
There is no word yet on how this incident happened

http://abclocal.go.com/wpvi/story?section=news/local&id=75964
04

10-08-05 Hoagies-for-guns proves fruitless & authorities
aren't surprised

The bullet holes on the front of Raseesha Brightman's Point
Breeze house are a painful reminder of the day her friend was
killed by two men with assault rifles.

Early that morning of June 3, two men riddled her home on
21st Street near Titan with bullets as she and five others,
including victim Joseph Addison, 22, sat on the stoop.

"The gun was thundering," said Brightman, 23. "It's never
going to be out of my mind."

Three days later, Richard Pagliarella opened the second
location of his Ricci Bros. Hoagies shop on the same corner
where Addison was shot multiple times.

Feeling compelled to do something, Pagliarella offered two
hoagies, a soda and chips for each firearm brought to the store
last week.

"I was hoping we would get one [gun], save one life and have
one less gun on the street," Pagliarella said.

But they received none.
Gun-buyback programs are used nationwide to reduce the

number of illegal guns with police, community organizations and
businesses offering incentives in exchange for guns, no questions
asked.

But some - as Pagliarella found out - work better than others.
Melchezedek Wells, who was once involved in a life of crime

himself, said he would have never turned in his gun for a hoagie
or groceries.

Instead, the president of One Day at a Time Recovery Inc.
said the programs should offer life-changing incentives - like a
job.

"Their gun is a way of living," Wells said. "We need to do
something to cater to the needs of these guys."

Ray Jones, the executive director of Philadelphia Safety Net,
a nonprofit antiviolence organization, said there is a science to
running a successful gun-buyback program.

"You just can't jump out there and say, 'Hey, bring your guns,'
" Jones said, adding that proper funding, the right incentive and
advertising all play major roles.

Jones has partnered with businesses and radio stations and has
collected more than 5,000 guns since 2007. For each firearm,
residents receive a $100 Brown's Family ShopRite gift card.

Other programs like the "Turn in Your Gun Campaign" in
Southwest Philadelphia offered gift cards, Xbox 360 and
PlayStation 3 video consoles.

They collected 35 guns last month, including two from a
nervous mom who said she found them in her son's closet.

But some question whether the programs get to the root of
gun violence.
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"Who really is it that's turning in the gun? If it is a way of life
to someone a few dollars is not going to change that," said Dan
Gross, CEO of PAX, a national nonprofit gun-violence-
prevention organization in New York.

Gross said the programs are superficial, adding that more of
an effort needs to be made to change social norms such as the
stop-snitching culture.

As of June 30, 768 people had been injured or killed in gun
violence this yearin the city.

"You can't deny the fact that Philadelphia has a whole bunch
of guns on the street," said Deputy Commissioner Richard Ross.
"Our No. 1 concern in this city is gun violence, period."

Policerecovered more than 5,000 firearms in 2006 and this
year had recovered 1,920 firearms through June.

Police officials admit that the majority of guns are not turned
in by criminals but by family members and friends who want to
get the guns out of the house.

"The bad guys don't give me their guns," Jones said. This
program "reduces the pool of guns that get stolen and wind up in
the hands of bad guys."
http://www.philly.com/philly/hp/news_update/100009684.html

10-08-05 Montgomery County woman in halfway house
arrested on drug, arms charges

A Montgomery County woman living in a Philadelphia
halfway house for prerelease felons has been arrested on drug and
firearms charges, officials said Monday.

Tonya D. Taylor, 50, of Church Street in Willow Grove, was
pulled over Sunday by Upper Moreland police, according to
District Attorney Risa Vetri Ferman.

She said that Upper Moreland police had learned that the
woman was disobeying prerelease rules and that the matter had
been brought to the attention of the state Department of
Corrections.

"But nothing was done," Ferman said, blaming corrections
officials for what she called "a real lack of oversight" over
convicted felons released into the community before becoming
eligible for parole.

Taylor came to the attention of authorities after they watched
her make two cocaine sales while on prerelease status earlier this
summer, Ferman said.

A search of Taylor's van revealed a loaded ARMI .25-caliber
semiautomatic pistol, a loaded .38-caliber revolver, and two
ounces of cocaine, according to court papers. Also, $1,562 was
found in Taylor's bra.

Taylor was convicted in 2004 of drug trafficking, drug
possession, and having drug paraphernalia. She was sentenced to
serve a 51/2-to-11-year term in Muncy State Prison and would
have been eligible for parole in March 2011.

But in March she was placed on pre-parole status and
released to Hannah House, a halfway house in the 2800 block of
Hutchinson Street, Ferman said.

Susan McNaughton, press secretary for the Corrections
Department, said that when inmates were within a year of their
minimum time served, authorities placed them in a prerelease
house to reintegrate them into society.

In general, she said, the department seeks input from the
district attorney and the judge before making that call. She said
she did not know whether that happened in Taylor's case.

"In cases where they don't hear back, they will move forward
with the process," McNaughton said.

Asked why no action was taken after June 11, when police
told corrections officials that Taylor had violated the conditions
of prerelease, McNaughton said the department was aware of her
case, but police filed no charges.

"These centers are not prisons. There is supervision. These
individuals are permitted to sign out, go to specific locations, and
be back at a certain time," she said.

Hannah House declined to comment.
Taylor was arraigned Sunday on charges of drug trafficking,

resisting arrest, assaulting a police officer, firearms violations,
and receiving stolen property.

She was ordered held in the Montgomery County prison, with
bail set at $100,000 cash, for a preliminary hearing Aug. 11 in
Hatboro. http://www.philly.com/philly/news/local/99819144.html

10-08-05 Camden probe- Fatal "09 shot was fired by a cop
On the afternoon of Aug. 4, 2009, Juan Lopez's grandson

Ramon Roman, 16, was lying on a Camden sidewalk just outside
his home on Pleasant Street, bleeding to death from gunshot
wounds.

Lopez's nephew, Jose Feliciano, was also outside, high on
marijuana laced with PCP and brandishing the handgun he'd
allegedly just used.

A female Camden police officer who arrived on the scene
ushered Lopez, 68, and family members back into his home,
where they would be safe.

But in the chaos that ensued in the normally quiet
neighborhood, Lopez was struck by bullets fired into his home.
He died a few days later at Cooper University Hospital.

Tearful family members at the scene insisted that Lopez had
been shot by Camden police. Yesterday, their suspicions were
confirmed.

"Mr. Lopez was struck by a bullet from an officer's weapon,"
said Camden County Prosecutor's Office spokesman Jason
Laughlin.

Laughlin declined to elaborate further or identify the officer.
He said the results of the investigation were forwarded in April to
the state Attorney General's Office for review. A spokesman there
declined to comment.

Fraternal Order of Police attorney Tim Quinlan said the
female officer had drawn her weapon inside Lopez's home and
may have been mistaken by police outside the house for
Feliciano, the suspect, when she walked in front of a window.

"She was holding her weapon and trying to open the
window," Quinlan said.

Feliciano, 25, was indicted on murder charges in February.
He is accused of shooting his cousin inside his home on Pleasant
Street, which is separated from Lopez's house by a small lawn.

Authorities initially said police arriving on the scene that
afternoon were in a shoot-out with Feliciano before his arrest.
Yesterday, a relative who answered the door at Feliciano's home
said he was in the Lopez house when the shooting began.

He said that 12 to 15 bullets struck the home and everyone
dropped to the floor, including the female officer, who was
screaming into a radio for the officers to stop firing.

"Then we saw he was bleeding everywhere," the man said of
Lopez.
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The relative, who asked not to be identified, said the family
hasn't heard much from authorities in the year since the
shootings. He declined to say whether the family has hired an
attorney. "We're still mourning," the man said. "It doesn't get
easier."

Quinlan said none of the officers involved in the shooting
were suspended.

"This was something that was a tragedy," he said. "I don't
know that there's any negligence on anyone's part."

But retired Camden Police Lt. Jim Phillips, a former firearms
instructor, said officers are "responsible for their bullets. You
must be aware of what you're shooting at when you pull the
trigger," he said. "This will cost the city millions."
http://www.philly.com/dailynews/local/99989834.html

10-08-04 NRA attracting younger members
Say the National Rifle Association and many recall the image

of Charlton Heston holding a rifle and proclaiming, “From my
cold dead hands.”

Today’s face of NRA members is growing considerably
younger but are nevertheless just as vigilant when it comes to
defending the Second Amendment.

“It’s like this: If you lose one right, then the other ones are at
risk,” said Julie Marshall, 23.

Marshall is a member of the Gold Country Friends of the
NRA. She joined because because she’s a gun owner and wants
to help educate people about the Second Amendment’s
importance.

“I grew up in a family of gun owners and hunters. My mother
and my grandmother loved shooting and it’s something I grew to
love,” Marshall said. “I also learned to respect firearms.”

As an NRA member, Marshall said it’s her responsibility to
understand what the organization is all about.

“Some people have this image of the NRA that we’re rural
hicks who drink, shoot and raise hell,” she said. “That’s not the
case. Responsible gun owners span a wide spectrum of people,
many of whom are normal, everyday citizens.”

Bryan Brown, 28, is an ex-Marine and an advertising
executive. Like Marshall, he grew up in a family that owned guns
and also learned to respect them. He shares Marshall’s view of
educating people.

“You hear from some gun-control advocates that firearms are
bad,” Brown said. “A gun is a tool, nothing more than that. Guns
aren’t the problem.”

Marshall said gun-control advocates cite countries like
Canada, Great Britain and Japan that have stricter gun control
laws.

“First off, those countries have smaller populations,” she said.
“It stands to reason that we would have more crime.”

Marshall also said Japan and Britain have had an increase in
crimes involving knives and other other weapons.

“That tells me that if person wants to commit a crime or hurt
someone — they’ll do it and use any weapon,” she said.

Brown said he learned a number of things as a Marine serving
oversees.

“In countries that are taken over by dictatorships, the first
thing the leaders do is strip the citizens of gun ownership,” he
said. “After that, well, the other rights are soon taken away.”

Both have encountered those who don’t share their pro-gun
views.

“I’ve had some polite discourse with gun-control advocates,”
Marshall said. “It’s their right to feel that way.”

Brown has a more interesting way of dealing with people who
feel that way.

“I invite them to come out to the shooting range with me,” he
said. “Many people who don’t like guns have never been around
guns let alone shoot them. I say, ‘Give it a try. You might like
it.’”

He’s managed to win over a few converts.
“One of them dates a friend of mine,” Brown said. “She

didn’t like guns but after spending some time with me at the
shooting range, she’s now a gun-loving, veggie-eating liberal.”

Raising the issue of how important the Second Amendment is
to all Americans is just one aspect of the Gold Country Friends of
the NRA.

“We’re a non-profit group and all of our fund-raisers are
focused supporting different groups and programs,” Brown said.
“We support programs for young people such as police action
leagues and the Boy Scouts.”

At 6 p.m. on Aug. 6, the Gold Country Friends of the NRA
will be holding a dinner at the Folsom Community Center. Both
Marshall and Brown hope many people — especially the twenty-
somethings — will attend.

“We have eight or so people under the age of 30 in the
group,” Marshall said. “We hope to attract new members.
Younger members like us . . . we’re taking up the challenges of
protecting all of our rights. It’s something that’s very important.”

Brown said that camaraderie was also important.
“It’s nice to be around people who love the same thing you

do,” Brown said. “Kindred spirits. I like having that on the range
or even after a meeting and we’re standing around talking. So, I
hope people will come and see what we’re all about.”

Brown said those interested in attending the dinner can reach
Mark Cools at (916) 983-7912 or goldcountryfnra@yahoo.com.

“The dinner is all about good people, good food and having a
good time for a good cause,” Brown said. “And if you don’t like
guns — come on by, anyway. We can hit the shooting range.”
http://folsomtelegraph.com/detail/155665.html?content_source=
&category_id=&search_filter=&user_id=&event_mode=&event_
ts_from=&event_ts_to=&list_type=&order_by=&order_sort=&c
ontent_class=1&sub_type=&town_id=

10-08-05 Lock Haven man, 21, charged with assault
Suspect flees, tries to run over officers; police fire shots
LOCK HAVEN - A Lock Haven man who allegedly tried to

run over police officers will be arraigned today on multiple
felony counts accompanying Wednesday morning's break-in at
CVS Pharmacy - and police chase that ended in gunfire.

Adam Frank Parks, 21, of 233 S. Summit St., who was taken
into custody after the incident, has been arrested on 16 felony
counts of aggravated assault, one count each of fleeing the scene
of an accident and resisting arrest, two counts of fleeing or
attempting to elude officers, and numerous traffic violations.

According to police, Parks was spotted fleeing the pharmacy
in Clinton Plaza and when police gave chase, he rammed his auto
into two city cruisers and one state police vehicle - to the tune of
$20,000 damage - while leading officers through the streets of
Lock Haven until he was finally cornered on Vesper Street.

It was there, police said, that he again used his vehicle in a
threatening manner, forcing the officers to open fire.
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Parks was not hit by the gunfire, but his auto was struck by at
least seven shots. He was subdued by police who twice employed
taser weapons to bring him under control. Parks was treated at
Lock Haven Hospital for minor injuries.

According to the police criminal complaint:
On Wednesday at about 1:56 a.m., Lock Haven Police Corp.

Thomas Winters responded to a call of entry alarms activated at
CVS, 120 E. Walnut St. and while on the way, received a
dispatch that a witness saw one person leave the area in a dark
passenger car.

Lock Haven Officer Marvin Fritts also responded and noticed
a vehicle fitting the description traveling south on East Park
Street. Shortly thereafter, another dispatch told officers the car
was seen going the wrong way on South Jones Street toward
Peach Street.

Winters and Fritts began searching the area in separate cars.
At about 2:02 a.m., Winters saw a burgundy Mercury turning

from Peach Street onto South Highland Street and followed as the
auto traveled onto Shamrock Street and then South Fairview.

The vehicle pulled across Peach and began to go into the one-
way street the wrong way before stopping abruptly and making a
right turn without using the turn signal.

Winters activated his emergency lights, but the Mercury kept
traveling until stopping at a stop sign at South Jones Street.

Fritts partially blocked the front of the Mercury with his
police car, exited his vehicle and stood at the right front of the
suspect's car. When Winters approached the driver, he saw the
man was wearing gloves, a tactical vest with ammo pouches, and
spotted fresh cuts to his left arm that could have been caused by
breaking the front door of the CVS business.

Winters pointed his handgun at the driver and ordered him
out of the vehicle, but the driver only raised his hands slightly
then lowered his right hand out of view and simply yelled back,
"What's wrong, officer?"

The demands to exit the vehicle and raise his hands were
repeated, and Winters pulled at the driver's door handle, but it
was locked.

Then the suspect immediately accelerated and turned to the
right toward Fritts. That's when Winters shot at the left rear of the
Mercury in an attempt to disable it. Fritts also fired at the rear of
the vehicle, but Parks, described by police as a white male with a
partial goatee, took off, with officers again giving chase, lights
and sirens activated.

The suspect drove north on East Park Street at speeds in
excess of 50 miles per hour, ignored posted stop signs and hit
more than 60 miles per hour as he turned onto

East Church Street, weaving on the road and again failing to
stop for posted stop signs at Race Street, North Hanna Street,
North Henderson Street, North Grove Street and North Vesper
Street.

The suspect turned onto North Vesper, and failed to stop
again for a sign at East Walnut, then turned onto East Walnut
Street and then right onto the Paul Mack Boulevard on-ramp, but
lost traction, skidding sideways into the center divider and
coming to a stop.

Winters was right behind and pulled alongside a state police
cruiser that had joined the chase.

That's when Parks accelerated his Mercury directly at
Winters' cruiser, striking the left front of his cruiser and the

passenger side of the state police cruiser occupied by troopers
Brian Hoy and Eric Kline, before taking off again.

Winters continued chasing the suspect's car as Parks failed to
stop for posted stop signs on East Walnut Street at Liberty Street
and East Bald Eagle Street.

During the pursuit, Winters attempted to force an end to the
chase by cutting the Mercury off, which by this time had a
disabled left rear tire, but Parks swerved left and right to counter
the effort.

Parks failed to stop for signs at East Church Street and made
a right turn onto East Church Street, sliding sideways due to the
disabled tire.

Winters took that opportunity to stop the pursuit by using his
cruiser to push the Mercury in a clockwise motion, but the driver
again accelerated down East Church Street, where a state police
vehicle again attempted to make the auto skid out.

Parks accelerated, hitting a police vehicle operated by Fritts
head-on, then continued left on North Vesper Street, where a
state police cruiser sent the Mercury into a clockwise skid onto
the curb, where it stopped on the sidewalk.

When Hoy and Kline exited their vehicle with guns drawn,
Parks gunned his engine as if in an attempt to run them over, and
Hoy and Kline responded by firing into the windshield and
driver's door of the Mercury.

The driver, who was never struck by any of the gunfire, put
his hands up and began yelling.

Winters approached the Mercury from one side and took
control of Parks' left hand as one of the troopers approached from
the other side and took control of Parks' right hand.

Parks was told to cooperate with the handcuffing and stop
resisting, but he put up a fight, pulling at officers and trying to
pull back into the vehicle.

At that time, Winters deployed a taser, hitting Parks in the
back while Lock Haven University officer Paul Gramley
deployed a taser from the other side of the vehicle, again striking
the driver in the back.

Parks was subdued, exited the vehicle and was handcuffed, at
which time he was checked for injuries. Officers found none
other than the cuts to his left arm and hands, and minor scrapes to
other areas of his body.

After Parks identified himself and was advised of his Miranda
rights, officers looked into the vehicle and could see, in plain
view, a rifle butt in the rear seat, a microwave oven, an unused
handgun cartridge and a banana-type rifle clip on the floor.

Parks refused to say anything about the break-in, but officers
could see pieces of glass throughout his clothing and on the
gloves he was wearing. The gloves were fingerless leather models
with padded knuckles and displayed a "UFC" logo.

Police also spotted a CVS Pharmacy prescription bag in the
vehicle.

Officers took Parks to the hospital, where a blood test taken.
Parks told officers that he would likely come up "hot" for
marijuana, and as officers discussed the chase he commented, "I
lost you and went by my drop location," indicating the place he
expected to ditch his car and change his clothing to avoid
detection and capture.

Parks was found to be wearing swim trunks underneath his
pants and said he expected to remove the pants to look different.
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During the conversation, Parks was laughing and joking and,
police said, exhibiting signs of being under the influence of
marijuana.

The state police, in the meantime, had dispatched an
investigative unit to the pharmacy and collected evidence of fresh
blood and tissue.

Pharmacist Thomas Miller told officers that four prescriptions
were stolen during the break-in, including seven Fentanyl patches
valued at $330, 15 Trazadone tables valued at $11.99, 30
Warfarin tablets valued at $18.29 and 30 Furosemide tablets
valued at $11.99 for a total loss of $381.21.

Parks has not yet been charged with any crimes in connection
with the CVS Pharmacy break-in, so it's likely that additional
criminal counts will be forthcoming.
http://www.lockhaven.com/page/content.detail/id/519810.html?n
av=5009

10-08-05 Firearms industry responds to petition filed with
EPA seeking to ban lead ammunition and fishing tackle

The National Shooting Sports Foundation, the trade
association for the firearms, ammunition, hunting and shooting
sports industry, stated its opposition to a petition filed Tuesday
with the Environmental Protection Agency seeking to ban the use
of lead in ammunition and fishing tackle.

"There is simply no scientific evidence that the use of
traditional ammunition is having an adverse impact on wildlife
populations that would require restricting or banning the use of
traditional ammunition beyond current limitations, such as the
scientifically based restriction on waterfowl hunting," NSSF
President Steve Sanetti said in a press release. Using lead
ammunition for waterfowl hunting already is banned nationally
and in California is not allowed when big-game hunting in areas
designated as California condor range.

Filed by several environmental groups, including the Center
for Biological Diversity, the American Bird Conservancy and the
Assn. of Avian Veterinarians, the petition claims that traditional
bullets used by hunters are inconsistent with the Toxic Substance
Control Act and that such ammo poses a danger to wildlife, in
particular raptors, that may feed on unrecovered game in the
field. The EPA has 90 days to issue a ruling that it will either
accept or reject the petition.

NSSF also expressed its concerns over the possible
ramifications such a ban would have on wildlife conservation.
According to the group, a federal excise tax that manufacturers
pay on the sale of ammunition is a primary source of wildlife
conservation funding.

"Needlessly restricting or banning traditional ammunition
absent sound science will hurt wildlife conservation efforts as
fewer hunters take to the field," said Lawrence G. Keane, NSSF
senior vice president and general counsel. "Hunters and their
ammunition have done more for wildlife than the Center for
Biological Diversity ever will."
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/outposts/2010/08/firearms-
industry-responds-to-petition-filed-seeking-to-ban-lead-
ammunition-and-fishing-tackle.html

10-08-04 Workers Tried To Stop Omar Thornton
MANCHESTER — —
Five employees of Hartford Distributors Inc. tried to warn

their fellow workers or physically stop Omar Thornton during his

shooting spree, including a 77-year-old man who tried to run him
over with a golf cart.

But Thornton shot them and others, leaving eight dead, and
one man — Jerome Rosenstein, the man in the golf cart —
fighting for his life.

Interviews with law enforcement sources and employees
inside the building when the shooting spree began paint a picture
of a man who went from calmly signing his name to a one-line
resignation letter to a mass murderer who literally ran down some
of his victims as they frantically tried to escape.

"He was eerily cool,'' Manchester Police Lt. Christopher
Davis said Wednesday.

Teamsters Local 1035 President Bryan Cirigliano tried to
stop Thornton as he opened fire on Steven Hollander, the
company's chief financial officer, and Louis Felder, the director
of operations, following the meeting at which Thornton resigned.
But Thornton turned and shot Cirigliano in the head, killing him
instantly. Felder and Cirigliano were Thornton's first victims.

Thornton chased two men — Victor James and Edwin
Kennison — out of the warehouse, shooting them as they ran
down the driveway. Kennison died immediately

James was found by the first Manchester police officer on the
scene, who put James on the hood of his car and drove him to a
place where paramedics could treat him. James later died at
Hartford Hospital.

Thornton shot Douglas Scruton from nearly 40 feet away
inside the warehouse. Scruton was investigating the noise that he
had heard near the office area of the 77,000-square-foot
warehouse when he drove his forklift around a corner toward the
loading dock, encountered Thornton and was hit by several
bullets. The forklift that Scruton was driving crashed into a wall
and started a fire.

Three men — James, Craig Pepin and Francis Fazio Jr. —
warned fellow employees that Thornton had a gun and that they
should flee. Thornton chased down all three and killed them.

Two men were shot dead in the southeast corner of the
building, in what sources referred to as a beer storage room that
had a smaller space known as the redemption room. Another was
chased down and killed at the end of a 40-foot-wide path that ran
through the heart of the warehouse.

The shooting started only seconds after a disciplinary hearing
attended by Thornton, Cirigliano, Hollander and Felder ended in
a corner office sometime before 7:25 a.m. Hollander and Felder
had confronted Thornton with surveillance video showing
Thornton twice "removing product from his delivery truck and
placing it in a private vehicle," union officials said.

Thornton had even commented on the quality of the
surveillance video before conferring briefly with Cirigliano and
then signing the resignation letter.

"He made the rational choice under the circumstances to
resign rather than be fired and have that placed on his record,''
Teamsters 1035 legal counsel Gregg Adler said. "There was
nothing in his behavior at that point for anyone to be concerned
for their safety.''

Thornton and Cirigliano left the room, and Thornton said he
wanted to get a drink of water in the kitchen next door. When he
went into the kitchen, Thornton took out two 9mm Ruger pistols
from a red lunch box that he was carrying and came out shooting.
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Felder was killed instantly and Hollander was shot twice.
Cirigliano ran back toward Thornton, and Thornton turned and
shot him point-blank, sources said.

Thornton then fired numerous rounds into other offices,
skipping one occupied by a woman in a wheelchair, before going
through a door into the warehouse. Police were still trying to
piece together the order in which the other victims were shot, but
union officials believe that after Thornton targeted Felder and
Cirigliano, everyone else was chosen randomly.

"The workers shot after he entered the warehouse just
happened to be working outside the warehouse door when Omar
opened it," Adler said. "To say that he went out into the
warehouse and looked for specific people to shoot just isn't true.''

Both James and Kennison tried to escape out a door on the
southwest side of the building, but Thornton chased them down
in the parking lot. Hollander, who was injured, described the
chase as he called 911 at 7:25 a.m.

"I need the cops here at Hartford Distributors right away.
Omar Thornton is shooting people; I just got shot,'' Hollander
told the dispatcher.

Hollander then told the dispatcher that he had just fired
Thornton.

"Today, just now, before he started shooting. He's chasing
people out in the parking lot now,'' Hollander said.

Thornton re-entered the building by blasting his way through
the glass at the front door to the offices.

Another caller to 911 told dispatchers that Thornton was
going back into the building about 7:27 a.m. Within a minute, the
first police officer arrived on the scene and found James lying on
the pavement.

It is unclear if Thornton re-entered the warehouse after that
and shot more people or if the spree was over. Many employees
had run out a back door into the woods, while others were hiding
behind pallets of beer or under desks in the building.

Thornton eventually went back into the office area as police
arrived and called his mother. Family members said he told her
that he had shot the racists who had been bothering him. He told
her that the police were coming and that he was going to take
care of it.

Police found Thornton in a southwest corner office, dead of a
self-inflicted gunshot wound, his two guns by his side. Davis said
that police were still trying to determine how many rounds he
fired.

The medical examiner said Wednesday that all of the victims
had been shot multiple times. Manchester police said the guns
were legally registered to Thornton, who had a valid pistol
permit, and had been purchased at an East Windsor gun shop.
Police found a shotgun in his car in the parking lot, although it
had not been used.

Union officials adamantly denied the claims by Thornton's
family that he was racially discriminated against at work. Adler
said that Thornton never filed a complaint with union officials.
Manchester police said they found no evidence that anyone had
drawn nooses or scrawled racial epithets on restroom walls.

But Thornton's girlfriend and family members insisted that he
took pictures on his cellphone of the racist graffiti and tried to
bring it to union officials' attention but was ignored.

Christopher Roos, Teamsters 1035 business agent, said that
union officials had actually helped Thornton get a better job as a
driver about a year ago. Roos said that Thornton had complained

that he was working in the warehouse, which was a much harder
job than being a driver.

Roos said he explained to Thornton that he was the "low
man" in terms of seniority and had to wait his turn.

"He moved up the seniority list," Roos said, "and a position
came open about a year ago."

As he sat in his office late Wednesday afternoon, the first of
what will be many memorial services ahead of him, a clearly
drained Roos reflected on Tuesday's horror and how several of
his members died trying to save others.

"They were all trying to get the other guys out of the
building,'' Roos said of James, Fazio and Pepin. "Those guys are
heroes.''

Roos also thought for a moment about Thornton.
"He's a coward," Roos said.

http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/wire/hc-
connecticut-shooting-heroes-0805-20100804,0,4965306.story

10-08-04 Firearms owners against crime
TIMOTHY HAVENER--Lock Haven
There is a sleeping political giant in the great Commonwealth

of Pennsylvania. If awakened, it would be a powerful force and a
much-needed ally to those who love liberty. I am talking about
the over 2 million gun owners in this state, many of whom do not
vote.

When you think of gun rights, many of you think of the
National Rifle Association. While it is a vital force in preserving
the 2nd Amendment, there is a group of dedicated volunteers in
this state who have vigorously defended your gun rights and
actively hold members of our state Legislature accountable for
supporting laws that violate those rights.

The name of this group is Firearm Owners Against Crime.
Led by former Marine Kim Stolfer, FOAC began in 1994 and is a
political action committee dedicated to the preservation of gun
rights in Pennsylvania and turning back legislation that infringes
upon those rights, as well as endorsing candidates with a history
of pro-gun advocacy.

Its voters' guide is a valuable tool for any voter who wants to
find a candidate that values our constitutional right to keep and
bear arms.

As gun owners in this state, we are part of a silent majority
and if we stand up and let our voice be heard, our leaders will
take notice. Join FOAC today and be a part of that voice.

For more information visit: www.foac-pac.org/ or write to
Firearms Owners Against Crime, P.O. Box 14, Presto, Pa. 15142.
http://www.lockhaven.com/page/content.detail/id/519803.html

10-08-04 Police seek two men for armed robbery in
downtown Pottstown - right across from Police Station

POTTSTOWN — Police are looking for two men who
allegedly robbed three people by gunpoint in a parking lot
adjacent to Borough Hall during the early morning hours of July
28.

Jhalil Mayhugh, 18, and Bryan David Josey, 18, both of
Pottstown, are shown in video surveillance in a business near
Borough Hall observing the three victims prior to the robbery,
according to Pottstown police.

The two men, along with a Chikah Brooks, 18, of Pottstown,
who has already been arrested for the alleged robbery, allegedly
approached the three victims in the parking lot behind the VIP
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Diner shortly before 2 a.m. July 28 and robbed the victims at
gunpoint.

According to court papers, Josey displayed a small handgun
and demanded the three victims empty their pockets. Mayhugh
allegedly physically went through the pockets of the victims and
removed a number of valuables, including cash, an iPod,
identification cards, debit cards, two pocket knives and other
items.

At one point, one of the victims moved as though he might try
and defend himself, police said, when either Josey or Mayhugh
thrust the gun at the victim and told him "Don't be a hero."

Police said Josey and Mayhugh allegedly took the victims'
belongings and ran across High Street and north down Van
Buskirk Alley, adjacent to the Elks Lodge.

During a follow-up investigation, Pottstown police spotted
Josey in the borough and attempted to make contact with him. He
ran from police and evaded arrest, police said.

Police said the victims of the robbery were not injured during
the incident, and it appears they did not know Mayhugh, Josey or
Brooks.

"They absolutely didn't know each other," said Detective Cpl.
Todd Richard, who is investigating the robbery. "This was a
completely random robbery."

Richard said police have served one search warrant and have
recovered some of the victims' stolen property. Police need the
public's assistance in locating Josey and Mayhugh.

"Any tips the public gives us will be completely anonymous,"
Richard said.

He emphasized the brazen nature of the robbery, especially
because it happened within view of the Pottstown Police
Department's doors, in a parking lot adjacent to Borough Hall.

"These guys need to be arrested," Richard said.
Anyone with information regarding the whereabouts of Josey

or Mayhugh is asked to call 610-970-6578.
http://www.pottsmerc.com/articles/20...0009007167.txt

10-08-04 Harrisburg police officer's gun stolen, mayor
reports

Harrisburg Mayor Linda Thompson's office released a
statement this afternoon saying that a police officer's gun was
stolen from the officer's vehicle yesterday. The statement offers
no details on the theft, but says an investigation is under way.

Thompson says in the written statement: "As part of her
regular duties Officer Jenkins may have been assigned to an event
or two that I attended. However, she has never been part of my
security detail. Officers are often asked to help out with duties as
needed. It appears from the briefing I received that is what
happened in this case." The statement didn't say whether police
officer Jennie Jenkins was the officer whose gun was stolen.
http://www.pennlive.com/midstate/index.ssf/2010/08/harrisburg_
police_officers_gun.html

10-08-04 Ohio Ashtabula County 'Posse' Helps Nab Wanted
Man

JEFFERSON, Ohio - A group of gun-toting residents helped
the sheriff's department find a wanted man over the weekend.

"It's pretty intense times here in Ashtabula County," said John
Kusar.

Kusar was part of a small group who located Lee Nash, 56,
hiding in a camper on Kusar's farm. "I got outta my truck, I

loaded my gun, I took my safety off, I walked up to the door and
flung the door open with the barrel of my gun and he was laying
in there, sleeping with a sawed-off shotgun next to him."

Nash was wanted in connection with at least one break-in, but
police say additional charges are pending. "We had the trailer
surrounded, he wasn't getting out," said Kusar. "If he did come
out with the shotgun, we were gonna need the coroner."

"I commend the people that did what they had to do and I'm
thankful that they called us," said Sheriff William Johnson. He
doesn't recommend this kind of community response, but he does
understand why it happened. Ashtabula County is the largest,
geographically, in Ohio. But only two sheriff's department
cruisers patrol the area, down from five cars before, because of
budget cuts.

"I don't think anybody would be wrong by saying we're an
accident ready to happen the way things are going and it's not
going to be a good outcome," said Sheriff Johnson. The sheriff
says he was short more than a million dollars after his budget was
slashed by the County Commissioners. They didn't return calls
for a comment, but the sheriff is now suing them for more money
and claiming they're compromising safety.

"There's gonna be a lot of delays," said Sheriff Johnson. "I
just hope the delays don't end up in something very serious
happening to somebody."

Nash was arrested and he's now facing felony charges,
thanks to John Kusar who isn't a trained officer, but he does know
how to handle a gun. "I was prepared to do what I had to do, if it
was going to be me or him, I was gonna survive."

Lee Nash will appear in court again on August 10th. The
sheriff's fight for additional funding goes to court in mid-
November.
http://www.fox8.com/news/wjw-ashtabu...,3231302.story

10-08-04 EXCLUSIVE: PETA Takes Aim at Kristy Lee
Cook's Hunting Show, And She Fires Back

"Given that hunters have done more for American wildlife
conservation than any other group in history, I make no apology
for being one," Cook told FOX411.com.

PETA's taking aim at 'American Idol' contestant Kristy Lee
Cook’s new hunting reality show, but Cook's not afraid to fire
back.

“Goin Country,” which began its eight episode run this
weekend, follows the singer trying to land a record deal as she
participates in hunts across the country. A spokesperson for the
animal rights organization released the following statement to
FOX411.com.

“Instead of angering thousands of would-be fans by killing
helpless animals on camera in attempt to get her '15 Minutes of
Shame,' Kristy Lee Cook's fame crusade would be better served
by following in the footsteps of fellow Idol alum-turned-country-
stars Carrie Underwood and Kellie Pickler—as well as Simon
Cowell—all of whom have used their fame and talent to speak up
for animals.”

Underwood is a vegetarian, Pickler has spoken out about
only wearing fake fur and former judge Simon Cowell is an
advocate for animal adoption.

Cook shot back at PETA, defending herself and the thousands
of Americans who hunt.

SLIDESHOW: STARS WHO STRIP FOR PETA.
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"Given that hunters have done more for American wildlife
conservation than any other group in history, I make no apology
for being one," Cook told FOX411.com. "Indeed, I join the ranks
of millions of American hunters who celebrate our outdoor
heritage and who conserve millions of acres of wild lands. These
same people support more than 600,000 jobs across the country
and provide a critical voice to encourage more investment in
American conservation."

Cook’s show on the sporting network Versus follows the
"Idol" finalist as she brings friends and family on various hunting
expeditions. Cook told FOX411.com on Monday that she could
understand people who oppose her decision to hunt, but that
through the course of her show, she has taken several non-hunters
out with her and changed their minds, including her own sister.

“My sister had never hunted. She once hit a butterfly with a
tennis racket and cried so I was like, this is gonna be funny. We
took her hunting for her first deer, with the meat going to an
orphanage, and she ended up harvesting a buck. She had a great
time and said she would do it again,” Cook said. “ Everybody
that has experienced it for the first time has enjoyed it and had a
great time. It’s more about being with friends and family and
having a good time.”

Cook is also an advocate of eating organically, and argues
that harvesting your own meat is about as organic as you can get.

“I’m a big time organic person, and the meat we get from
shooting something is as organic as it comes. If I don’t take the
meat home to my family then we give it to orphanages or
homeless shelters," she said. The meat is going somewhere and it
is great because I get to feed all these people. Whether you like
hunting or not, I know I get to help people eat.”

The show also highlights Cook's work with the “Kristy Lee
Horse Heaven Foundation”, a charity for rescuing horses. The
foundation purchases horses that have been abused or neglected.

“The show is serious about our hunt, but it also has my rescue
horses in it," Cook said. "Spotlighting them is really important to
me.”
http://www.foxnews.com/entertainment/2010/08/03/exclusive-
peta-takes-aim-kristy-lee-cooks-hunting-shoots/?test=faces

10-08-03 Stiff sentence sought in boyfriend's weapons charge
PHILADELPHIA — A Pottstown area man, the intended

target of a Stowe home invasion robbery that ended with his
girlfriend's death, is a "violent" career drug dealer who deserves
decades in prison for illegally possessing a handgun while living
at the Stowe home, prosecutors contend.

"He is a violent, well-known drug dealer in the Pottstown
area. He knew precisely the risks his behavior created. His
reputation in the community resulted in a violent, heavily armed,
home invasion robbery at his residence," Montgomery County
Assistant District Attorney Christopher E. Parisi wrote in court
papers, referring to Sharron "Gees" Grinnage and a Jan. 25,
2007, home invasion robbery at a Glasgow Street home that
resulted in Kelly Carter-Hernandez's death.

Grinnage, 31, a convicted drug dealer, was convicted by a
federal court jury last year of one count of convicted felon
possessing a firearm in connection with the January 2007 incident
in Stowe. Parisi, who prosecuted the case in federal court as a
special assistant U.S. attorney, plans to ask a federal judge to
sentence Grinnage to 262 to 327 months in prison, including a
15-year mandatory term, according to court documents.

"He is a violent man who knows only the drug trade and has
no desire to change his ways. Violence follows Grinnage
wherever he goes. He poses an unacceptable risk to any
community he resides in," Parisi wrote in federal court papers in
preparation for Grinnage's Aug. 10 sentencing hearing before
U.S. District Court Judge J. Curtis Joyner.

Prosecutors contend Grinnage, a 6-foot-3-inch starting guard
for Pottstown High in the 1990s, was the target of robbers during
the home invasion that resulted in the death of his girlfriend.

According to testimony at the previous trial of Carter-
Hernandez's killers, Grinnage was believed by the robbers to be a
drug dealer who had $300,000. When the robbers forced their
way at gunpoint into the Glasgow Street home they encountered
Carter-Hernandez, 39, who they fatally shot in the neck.

Grinnage was not in the home at the time of the robbery.
Grinnage, while he was not charged in connection with the

murder of his fiancee, was charged with unrelated weapons and
drug paraphernalia possession offenses. When detectives
searched the Glasgow Street home that Grinnage and Carter-
Hernandez shared, they discovered in a second-floor bedroom a
loaded .38-caliber Smith & Wesson revolver, as well as a digital
scale and packaging materials commonly used in the illegal drug
trade, according to an arrest affidavit.

The handgun was discovered behind a fan in an alcove of the
master bedroom. Prosecutors alleged Grinnage's DNA was found
on the revolver and that he was the owner of the loaded handgun.
As a convicted drug felon, Grinnage was not permitted to possess
a firearm.

"His actions, including the illegal possession of a firearm,
brought violence into the community and his own home.
Grinnage was certainly aware of those risks as evidenced by his
decision to arm himself with a firearm. He defied those risks and
continued his life of crime," Parisi said.

"Tragically, his actions led directly to the death of an
innocent woman: Kelly Carter-Hernandez. Her death, in her
daughters' presence, resulted from Grinnage's criminal actions
and his well-earned reputation as a drug dealer," added Parisi,
arguing Carter-Hernandez is dead because of the risks to which
Grinnage exposed her.

Grinnage, according to court papers, is seeking mercy by
suggesting he suffered greatly from Carter-Hernandez's murder,
including bouts of depression and post traumatic stress disorder.

Parisi maintained Grinnage cannot set forth any persuasive
argument for leniency, considering his "appalling" refusal to
assist prosecutors during the 2008 trial of Carter-Hernandez's
killers.

At the time of the trial, Grinnage allegedly told detectives, "I
ain't testifying. Who the (expletive) do you think you are dealing
with here? I ain't afraid of no judge. I will (expletive) your case
up. I will cause you a (expletive) mistrial," according to court
papers.

Parisi said Grinnage's actions risked derailing the prosecutor's
cases against Carter-Hernandez's killers.

"Obstructing a murder prosecution is far from a proper way to
mourn the victim," Parisi said, maintaining Grinnage deserves no
mercy from the sentencing judge. "To the extent that his self-
reported depression may be real, it must be explained by the guilt
and shame he should feel."

Grinnage's convicted felon status stemmed from a March
2003 case when Grinnage, then 24, pleaded guilty to charges of
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possession with intent to deliver cocaine in connection with three
incidents that occurred between June and July of 2002 in
Pottstown. During some of those incidents authorities alleged an
informant working undercover with police purchased cocaine
from Grinnage.

Grinnage originally had been charged with the weapons
offense in Montgomery County Court but prosecutors transferred
the case to federal court where offenders face more severe
penalties upon conviction of weapons charges.

Four men, Nyako O. Pippen, Isaiah Hughes, David Ramtahal
and Melvin Richardson Jr., were convicted of murder-related
charges in connection with Carter-Hernandez's death
http://www.pottsmerc.com/articles/2010/08/03/news/srv0000008
995592.txt

10-08-03 Easier access to private land a tool for hunter
recruitment

If you were to list the major reasons why people stop or never
start hunting, near or at the top of the list you’d have put “having
a place to go.”

Although the cost of licenses, having someone to hunt with,
and the likelihood of actually finding something to hunt are
important, it’s arguable that unless you know you have a place to
go, you aren’t very likely to be interested in taking up hunting.

And many surveys of former hunters have revealed that no
longer having some place to go, whether because it’s been closed,
or the ownership changes, or development takes over the habitat,
is among the leading reasons why ex-hunters are just that.

Other states (think Kansas and Nebraska as star pupils) have
long recognized that ensuring hunters a place where they are
welcome is the best way to build your hunter base.

Recruiting a new hunter, or keeping an older hunter in the
field, is exponentially easier when that person doesn’t have to
spend hours knocking on strangers’ doors, begging to hunt.

To that end, both states have long participated in walk-in
access programs. By paying farmers and ranchers to open their
land to the public, not only do those states attract and keep
hunters, they also help landowners with a bit of necessary jingle
to help pay the bills.

Colorado adopted a similar program about a decade ago, and
since then the enrolled acres open to small game and waterfowl
hunting have grown to more than 220,000 acres of private land.

Initially, a fee ($20 last year) was charged to participants, the
money going to landowners on a per-acre basis in hopes of
encouraging them to enroll more property.

One of the goals behind the program was to get hunters and
landowners talking, and it was hoped hunters would use the walk-
in lands as a springboard to finding other places, including
additional private land, to hunt.

Although that undoubtedly has worked to some extent, it’s
also not surprising to hear many hunters say they use the walk-in
lands as their sole hunting resource.

A smaller number of hunters have become very adept at
reading the walk-in maps and locating those smaller, lesser-used
parcels, mining the information provided by the Division of
Wildlife to find hunting areas virtually to themselves.

Recognizing the benefits from the program, the Colorado
Wildlife Commission opted to remove the walk-in fee system,
opening all the walk-in property to any properly licensed hunter.

“They realized the fees weren’t paying for the program
anyway,” said DOW spokesman Tyler Baskfield. “The
commission figured it would be a good way to get more small-
game hunters involved, And recruiting new hunters is much
easier if there’s a guaranteed place to go.”

This year, small-game hunters will get a bonus when they
pick up a copy of the DOW’s small-game regulations brochure.

Each brochure will include a free copy of the division’s
newest DVD, “Pheasant Hunting Colorado.”

Baskfield said that while the entertaining 30-minute DVD
offers some stunning footage of Colorado’s Eastern Plains, it also
is a comprehensive guide to pheasant hunting.

You can see a short preview of the DVD at
http://bit.ly/dcXmzi

“Not only do we think the DVD will make people more
successful, we hope hunters pass these DVDs on to other people
who might be thinking about hunting,” he said. “Who knows? We
may be looking at the new face of hunter recruitment.”

Hunter recruitment often is done through the DOW’s
Outreach Program, where special youth and women’s hunts offer
education and hunting experience for novice hunters.

But that program, as successful as it is, reaches only 15 to 30
people at a time.

“This is a mass-scale recruitment program,” Baskfield said.
“The DVD approach may reach hundreds or thousands of
prospective hunters.

“All these things coming together bode well for recruiting
additional hunters in the state.”

Errata: The cutline under the photograph of a young bull
moose in on the Outside page Wednesday failed to give credit to
photographer Dyann Walt of Grand Junction.

Walt said the moose was photographed near Silverjack
Reservoir southeast of Montrose, where Walt has seen other
moose.

“I love to take moose photos, but have yet to see one on the
Grand Mesa,” Walt wrote. “All the ones I’ve seen were down in
the San Juans.”

One of the state’s largest moose herds lives in the Rio Grande
drainage around Creede and in extensive parts of Hinsdale and
Mineral counties.
http://www.gjsentinel.com/outdoors/articles/easier_access_to_pri
vate_land

10-08-03 Coalition of groups urges Environmental Protection
Agency to ban lead ammunition and fishing tackle

WASHINGTON — Five environmental groups urged the
Environmental Protection Agency on Tuesday to ban lead in
ammunition and fishing tackle, arguing that millions of animals
are dying from eating lead-shot pellets or carcasses contaminated
by lead.

"It's long past time do something about this deadly -- and
preventable -- epidemic of lead poisoning in the wild," said Jeff
Miller, conservation advocate for the Center for Biological
Diversity. The center was one of the five groups that submitted
the 100-page petition to the EPA; it includes hundreds of
scientific studies the groups say demonstrate the harm lead does
to wildlife. The groups say an estimated 10 million to 20 million
birds and other animals die each year from lead poisoning in the
U.S.
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The center, along with the American Bird Conservancy, the
Association of Avian Veterinarians, Public Employees for
Environmental Responsibility and a hunters group called Project
Gutpile, are seeking a ban under the Toxic Substances Control
Act.

Facing the greatest risk of severe toxic concentrations are
animals that scavenge carcasses that have been killed by hunters,
according to the petition. It says species such as bald and golden
eagles and endangered California condors are often killed or
sickened by lead poisoning by scavenging meat with lead
fragments from ammunition.

The National Shooting Sports Foundation, a trade group for
the firearms, ammunition, hunting and shooting sports industry,
called the petition an "anti-hunting attack on traditional
ammunition."

There is already a national ban on lead ammunition for
shooting waterfowl. The shooting group says that goes far
enough.

"There is simply no scientific evidence that the use of
traditional ammunition is having an adverse impact on wildlife
populations that would require restricting or banning the use of
traditional ammunition beyond current limitations, such as the
scientifically-based restriction on waterfowl hunting," said the
group's president, Steve Sanetti. The group said that point is
underscored by the rising population of bald eagles.

Michael Fry, the American Bird Conservancy's conservation
advocacy director, said the bald eagles' recovery was due in part
to the ban on lead ammunition in waterfowl hunting.

"It's wonderful they're recovering, but that's no excuse to
continue poisoning them," he said.

The groups concede that non-lead ammunition is more
expensive, but argue that as it becomes more available, its cost
will come down.

The EPA has 90 days to grant or deny the petition. The
agency did not respond to requests for comment Tuesday.
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/unleashed/2010/08/coalition-of-
groups-urge-environmental-protection-agency-to-ban-lead-
ammunition-and-fishing-tackle.html

10-08-03 Cops: Killer wanted gun for sedition
HARRISBURG - A prison guard accused of shooting a

lawyer to death at a gun range told police that he found the man
dead and stole his rifle so it could be used by an extremist group
bent on overthrowing the U.S. government, court records show.

Camp Hill State Prison guard Raymond Franklin Peake III
wouldn't name the group but said a fellow guard accused of
helping him steal attorney Todd Getgen's AR-15 also was a
member, according to the affidavit of probable cause.

"Peake told [investigators] that he would kill to defend his
country and he was stealing weapons to defend his country,"
wrote North Middleton Township police Detective Timothy
Lively.

Lively said yesterday that Peake, in speaking with detectives,
denied killing Getgen, who was 42. Lively said he didn't know
the identity of the anti-government group involved but he
believed that the gun theft was the motive for the killing.

Peake, 64, was charged Saturday with homicide, robbery and
other offenses following the death at a rifle range near Carlisle, a
borough of about 18,000 residents in south-central Pennsylvania.

The other guard, Thomas Franklin Tuso, 34, faces charges that
include theft and conspiracy.

Peake, of Mechanicsburg, was being held without bond. Tuso,
of Duncannon, was released after posting bond. Court officials
said neither had an attorney on file, and neither had a listed home
telephone number.

Both were suspended without pay on Friday, a state
Department of Corrections spokeswoman said.

Peake's arrest affidavit said a witness who was at the state-
owned firing range a day before Getgen was shot recalled seeing
a man there driving a vehicle with a Pennsylvania license plate
that said "combat wounded," apparently one of the military plates
for Purple Heart recipients that say "Combat Wounded Veteran"
on the bottom. A computer search indicated that the closest such
plate was registered to Peake.

"I would say that was very critical" to solving the case, Lively
said.

Police said that a week after the July 21 killing, they followed
Peake as he bought a 14-gun safe from a sporting goods store and
drove it to a self-storage facility. They said they also followed
him to Tuso's rented apartment, where he walked in with what
appeared to be an empty large bag that seemed full when he
walked out.

After a search of the storage unit, police said they recovered
Getgen's gun along with a .308-caliber Remington 700 that had
been stolen from another man at the range on May 21. The third
gun they recovered had been purchased by Peake.

Peake told detectives that he took Getgen's gun to Tuso's
home for storage and that he told Tuso that it belonged to a man
killed at the range, the affidavit said.

The arrest affidavit attached to the criminal complaint against
Tuso said that he told detectives that he had no knowledge of the
guns.

Three search warrants were executed as part of the
investigation, but Lively said that they were sealed for 60 days by
a judge.
http://www.philly.com/dailynews/national/20100803_Cops__Kill
er_wanted_gun_for_sedition.html

10-08-03 Gun pointed at woman in Reading misfired, police
say

A 49-year-old Reading man was arrested on charges he tried
to shoot a woman who had obtained a protection-from-abuse
order against him.
Reynaldo Nunez-Polanco of the 1500 block of Moss Street
pointed a 9 mm pistol at the woman about 1 p.m. Wednesday
outside her son's residence in the 600 block of Locust Street and
pulled the trigger, but the gun jammed, police said.
He then shook the gun and it fired a bullet into the ground, they
said.
Police gave this further account:
The victim, whose name was withheld by police, went to the
residence to pick up her son and her young grandchildren.
Nunez-Polanco, who is the father of the woman's son, showed up
unexpectedly.
Nunez-Polanco told her she had ruined his life by obtaining a
protection-from-abuse order against him July 20.
After the misfire, Nunez-Polanco fled but was arrested later that
day.
He was charged with aggravated and simple assault, making
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terroristic threats, recklessly endangering another person and
carrying a firearm without a license.
Details about his arrest were unavailable.
He was committed to Berks County Prison in lieu of $1 million
bail after arraignment Sunday before District Judge Wally Scott
in Reading Central Court
http://readingeagle.com/article.aspx?id=238824

10-08-03 Rebel activity is on the rise nationally, expert says
The allegation that a Hampden Township man told police he

had been stealing guns for an organization that wants to
overthrow the government wasn’t much of a surprise to midstate
experts on militias and hate groups.

Raymond Franklin Peake III, 64, of Hampden Township, was
charged with homicide, robbery, aggravated assault and
conspiracy in the July 21 killing of Todd Getgen, 42, at a
Pennsylvania Game Commission shooting range outside Carlisle.
Peake said he would kill to defend his country, police said.

“What we have seen certainly nationally as well as in
Pennsylvania is an uptick in domestic terrorist groups and
incidents,” said Michael Kenney, an associate professor of public
policy and political science at Penn State Harrisburg. “This
includes both right-wing Christians/patriot militia groups and
Islamist incidents. ... If this is part of that larger phenomenon, it
would be very interesting. Most of the incidents were outside
Pennsylvania.”

Stoking many of the groups’ aims to overthrow the
government are the poor economy and racial divisiveness, an
expert said.

Peake took a .308-caliber Remington 700 rifle belonging to
Nathaniel Hosler at the North Middleton Township rifle range
May 21, police said. He’s accused of taking Getgen’s AR-15 rifle
last month, but he denied killing Getgen, a personal injury lawyer
from Enola, police said.

Police also arrested Thomas Franklin Tuso, 34, on charges of
theft, receiving stolen property and conspiracy after he stored
Peake’s stolen rifles in his home in Penn Township, Perry
County, said Cumberland County District Attorney David Freed.

Both men worked as corrections officers at the Camp Hill
state prison. They have been suspended without pay, said Susan
McNaughton, a state Department of Corrections spokeswoman.

Peake didn’t name the organization that wanted to overthrow
the government, police said.

While militia and hate-group activity appears to be on the
rise, it is part of a trend going back decades, Kenney said.

“If this is the case where you have an organized group based
in Pennsylvania doing what this gentleman said they were doing,
this would definitely be a concern for local law enforcement,” he
said.

State police continue to “monitor and receive information
regarding any type of groups that could be associated with
criminal activity or directly or indirectly associated with terrorist
and terrorist activity,” said Trooper Tom Pinkerton, a state police
spokesman. Citing security reasons, Pinkerton would not discuss
specific information.

He said he couldn’t say if rebel groups are sprouting but said
state police have a terrorism and fugitive tip line: 800-292-1919.

Some militia members are open about who they are and what
they believe, Kenney said.

“They think the country is on the brink of ruin and it’s their
job to save the nation,” he said. “However misguided their ideas
may be, they believe in them fervently. They believe things are so
bad that violence is justified. That’s their world view.”

The Southern Poverty Law Center’s hate map shows hate
groups based in Pennsylvania, including Keystone State
Skinheads, based near Harrisburg, and the National Socialist
Movement, a neo-Nazi group, also in the Harrisburg area. Center
staff did not return a phone call seeking comment.

Dauphin County District Attorney Edward M. Marsico Jr.
said he doesn’t believe there are many groups in central
Pennsylvania trying to overthrow the government. His office sees
people who don’t consider themselves subject to governmental
laws and regulations, but he said they are seldom violent.

But the thought of it can be concerning.
“An individual like this believes that they are doing actions

that are justified in some bizarre fashion,” Marsico said. “He
knew what he was doing and what he was doing was wrong.”

While the Pennsylvania Human Relations Commission
doesn’t monitor militias, it does note the activities of supremacist
groups, which are on the rise, said Ann Van Dyke, an investigator
and trainer at the commission. “Often those groups are anti-
government as well.”

She cited three reasons for the surge: “The economy, the
nation’s rapidly changing demographics and immigration issues,
and our president has brown skin.”

Racial supremacist groups that harbor anti-government
agendas go back before Barack Obama’s presidency, she said.

Some people say the economy, unemployment and suffering
families make people angry, Kenney said.

“Sometimes when people are angry, they are willing to do
things they wouldn’t have done previously,” he said.

Van Dyke has seen an increase in recruitment by skinhead
groups and Ku Klux Klan chapters in Pennsylvania. Skinhead
groups generally attract younger members than the KKK does.

“We’re seeing an increasing use of racist rock music as a very
effective recruitment tool for alienated white youth,” she said.
“It’s not a rural phenomenon anymore. One of the reasons for
that is now most of the recruitment is done via the Internet.”

There are more than 450 U.S. white supremacist websites and
thousands of chat rooms and electronic bulletin boards, she said.
http://www.pennlive.com/midstate/index.ssf/2010/08/rebel_activi
ty_is_on_the_rise.html

10-08-02 Lost and Stolen Gun Ordinances: A New Policy
Briefing

Executive Summary
A prominent aspect of the debate surrounding crime and gun

ownership, lost and stolen gun laws represent a particularly
heated point of contention in an ideological debate between gun
owners and anti-gun interest groups. After the Pennsylvania State
House refused to pass a statewide lost and stolen law in 2008,
lobbyists presented these ordinances to local governments
throughout the state as a commonsense way to reduce crime.

Today, lost and stolen ordinances exist in approximately 45
communities – ranging in size from Philadelphia to Munhall – in
Pennsylvania and their existence has prompted court cases that
have yet to resolve whether or not such laws are legal. However
the courts have ruled, it is clear that lost and stolen gun laws
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enacted by local governments in Pennsylvania are unenforceable
and redundant.

It is also likely that, if these ordinances are ever enforced,
their enforcement would engender a costly legal battle that, based
on previous cases pertaining to local gun laws, would result in the
overturning of lost and stolen gun laws enacted at the local level.
In light of this situation, lost and stolen gun laws must be
understood as posing more of a liability than a benefit in local
governments’ struggle to fight crime.

In proving this contention, this briefing examines four distinct
aspects of lost and stolen gun laws in Pennsylvania:

•An Unenforceable, Unnecessary Law: To our knowledge, no
lost and stolen ordinance has ever been enforced in Pennsylvania
and, because of its dubious legality, prosecutors and district
attorneys are unlikely to attempt enforcement. Furthermore, these
local ordinances are made redundant by harsher federal and state
laws that criminalize straw purchasing.

•Pennsylvania Firearms Law: The Pennsylvania Uniform
Firearms Act and current judicial precedent are both clear that
local governments have no legal right to enact legislation
impacting gun ownership. Lawsuits challenging local lost and
stolen ordinances have been dismissed only because, due to lost
and stolen laws not being enforced, no plaintiff has had standing
to challenge these ordinances.

•An Invitation to Costly Lawsuits: Understanding
Pennsylvania firearms law as it stands today, local governments
that enact lost and stolen ordinances are in violation of judicial
precedent and the Uniform Firearms Act. This makes local
governments vulnerable to costly lawsuits by gun owners and
pro-gun lobbying organizations.

•Criminalizing Victims: Lost and stolen ordinances not only
constitute poor fiscal and anti-crime policy, they also threaten to
criminalize individual gun owners who have already been the
victims of a crime. In this way, lost and stolen ordinances violate
our understanding of fairness in the law.
http://www.publiusfoundation.com/2010/08/lost-and-stolen-gun-
ordinances-a-new-policy-briefing/

09-07-25 The reluctant gun owner
I had never wanted a gun. Now I own a Smith & Wesson

revolver. Why?
I wasn't happy about the errand, but my husband was. He had

awakened me that morning like a kid getting ready for a fishing
trip. "Are you excited?" he asked.

"No." Early in the day, I'm a person of few words. When I'm
upset, words dwindle away altogether.

"Look at it as an adventure!" he proposed.
I looked him in the eye: "I'm going to buy a gun. I said I

would, and I will. But that doesn't mean I'll enjoy it."
It would be my first trip to the gun store, but not my

husband's. He had wanted a gun for years, for protection of the
family. I'd always been opposed, having heard too much about
firearm accidents. And we lived in the city, after all, where police
protection is at least nominally available.

Besides, I'd said, what if some teenager breaks in, raids the
medicine cabinet looking for prescription drugs and we shoot him
dead? What if he's the neighbor's kid? What if he's only 15 years
old? How do we live with that?

But things change. Our children left home. Our ability to slug
it out with a baseball bat diminished. Home invasion robberies no

longer seemed quite so abstract after a friend down the street was
burglarized one day at noon, while she was in the shower.

So when my husband told me last month, "I want to get a
shotgun," I shrugged and didn't object. But I didn't really think
he'd follow through. He is always busy with his books and
lectures and projects, and it seemed unlikely he'd make time to
shop for a shotgun.

Wrong. He quickly went on the Internet and found the nearest
gun store. My husband invited me to go with him to select his
weapon. I declined.

When he returned, my education about guns began: He had
ordered the shotgun, and could pick it up after a 10-day waiting
period, during which he would be screened for criminal activity
or mental disability.

After my husband brought home his new gun, I began
noticing weapons everywhere. Shotguns, rifles, pistols — all
were suddenly prominent on TV, in movies, in my subconscious.
I was now less worried about accidents than about other
scenarios. What if, during a home invasion, the intruder, seeing
the shotgun, shoots first? What if my husband tries to shoot and
the gun jams?

My anxiety made me demanding. "You must practice with
that gun," I said. "Learn to load it. Learn to shoot it. Make the
process as habitual as unlocking our front door."

"What's gotten into you?" he asked.
"Self-defense," I replied.
Having accepted the reality of a gun in the house, I began to

envision dark scenarios. A potential intruder, once an abstraction,
became a real force to be vanquished. My husband and I began
discussing strategies, defensive positions, reaction times, risks we
would have to take. To every new defense, I realized, there is a
corresponding new risk.

As we talked, one thing became obvious: I would never be
able to defend myself if my husband wasn't home. I'm too small
and the shotgun he purchased is too large, too heavy, too
awkward.

"We should have a pistol," I finally declared. "Something I
can use."

Still, I wrestled with the idea of whether I could become
someone else, someone capable of violence. Was I really
prepared to kill someone who threatened my property or my life?

Reluctantly, sorrowfully, I found my answer.
And that is how I came to be standing at the counter last week

in the gun shop, talking to the salesman, Walt. "I want a
revolver," I explained. I had tested several handguns at the range
a few days earlier and had realized that semiautomatic pistols are
activated by slides that are impossible for me to pull back. The
spring is too strong. The only alternative was a revolver, which
needs to be cocked and aimed — after loading, of course. The
revolver holds six bullets while the semiautomatic pistol uses a
clip with nine or 10 bullets. "Six should be enough to stop
anyone," I was told.

I had already proved, at the range, that I could pull back the
trigger and hit a target. I knew how to assume the proper stance.
So when Walt handed me a Ruger, I pointed it at the wall to see
how it felt.

Walt, a patient man with gray hair and bifocals, watched as I
tried various revolvers before finally settling on a Smith &
Wesson, which has a smaller grip than the Ruger and is more in
sync with the size of my hand.
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It was only when I'd made my decision that I looked around at
my fellow customers. I had imagined they would be skinheads or
slick-haired, oily types who would poke at each other in
amusement at my questions, my stance, my purchase.

Instead, there was a clean-cut fellow wearing shorts and a
Polo T-shirt. Several older guys were talking about deer and
moose and elk. Everyone spoke softly. They were intent on
business. Yes, one man did have a tattoo. But there was also a
very nice-looking girl in her 20s, wearing one of those long black
summer dresses with the little straps, looking quite glamorous. I
saw her examining a Beretta. Obviously, her hands are stronger

than mine, I thought, watching her pull back the slide. I resolved
to exercise my hands — 20 minutes at the piano playing scales
and Bach fugues every morning.

Sonia Wolff is the author of many novels written under her
married name. She lives in Los Angeles
http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/commentary/la-oe-wolff-
guns-20100725,0,3972515.story


