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Founding Fathers: 
"If it be asked, What is the most sacred duty and the greatest source of our security in a Republic? The answer would be, An inviolable respect for 

the Constitution and Laws -- the first growing out of the last. ... A sacred respect for the constitutional law is the vital principle, the sustaining 

energy of a free government." --Alexander Hamilton, Essay in the American Daily Advertiser, 1794 
  

**Memorial for friends 
 

Gun owners have lost stalwart friends this week-Richard 

Olasz and Don Clemmer have both passed away due to health 

related issues. Many who have read about the recent antics of 

the local communities passing ordinances in violation of the 

Pennsylvania preemption Law will remember Richard Olasz for 

his fiery rebuttal of his council's support of this measure. His 

long tenure in the House of Representatives was marked by 

many notable achievements including his resolute stand against 

gun control and his participation in the clarification of the 

Pennsylvania preemption Law. Funeral arrangements are 

pending. 
 

Don Clemmer has worked for decades to ensure that 

Pennsylvania outdoors enthusiast’s opportunities in the field 

were protected and improved upon. Don was certainly an 

opinionated man and some would even have called him irascible 

at times but there never was any doubt as to his commitment to 

our outdoor heritage and the hunting and fishing community. 

Funeral arrangements are as follows: 

Services will take place at the Assembly of God Church in 

Hammersley Fork on Saturday, March 10th, where friends may 

call on the family starting at 12p.m.  The funeral service will 

take place at 1p.m.  There will be a dinner served at the fire hall 

in Cross Fork immediately following the service.  The Assembly 

of God Church is located on Rt. 144 N, about 12 miles outside 

of Renovo. 

 

Pennsylvania Preemption Law 

Violations CONTINUE - April Update 
As you will see from various news articles within this 

newsletter, the local enactment of gun laws in violation of the 

state preemption Law continues to be a problem. Whether it is 

the consideration of these laws without applying common sense 

logic as to the efficacy on crime or the unwillingness of some in 

local government to open arise as to the true motivations of 

these anti-gun organizations, the need for continued vigilance 

on the part of all of us cannot be overstated. 

In addition the continued review and advocacy of gun 

owners in this area of local law is spawning new areas of 

concern where in old ordinances are coming to light as is a 

deeper concern regarding the prejudice surrounding firearms 

ownership. There is another deeper troubling problem and that 

involves the arrogance of some in government to make decisions 

and implement policies that clearly violate the law and they 

refuse to take appropriate measures to comply, essentially 

thumbing their nose at the law and expecting to avoid any type 

of recriminations for their actions. This perhaps is the most 

troubling of all! 

Considering the above, we encourage every gun owner to 

review their local ordinances at the Township, borough, city, 

and even county level as to how they actually deal with firearms 

and the lawful possession, transportation, and carrying of them. 

If you find something of concern or you are not sure please feel 

free to forward that to us so that we can help you review that for 

potential future action. 

Every gun owner should know that these efforts are being 

supported and funded by what I describe as 21st-century 

carpetbaggers such as the Joyce foundation, the Pew foundation, 

and Michael Bloomberg and his Mayors against Illegal Guns. 

As an example the attorney in the western part of Pennsylvania 

known as Jana Finder was hired after a substantial grant by the 

Joyce foundation to Cease-Fire PA. If, as they claim, so many 

Pennsylvanians support their gun-control agenda then why do 

outside entities like the anti-gun Joyce foundation have to 

provide funding for their efforts?? 

 

 

Harrisburg 5th Annual Gun Rights 

Rally 
The Fifth Annual 2nd Amendment Rally is set and we hope 

you made your plans to attend on April 27, 2010 in Harrisburg, 

Pa. It cannot be repeated often enough that the more interest 

shown at these kinds of events, the more our elected officials 
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will notice our presence and the more impact our efforts will 

have throughout the day. Gunowners are rallying all across the 

country in support of our freedoms and in seeking our 

representatives to rededicate themselves to these concepts and to 

reject the continuing demonization of law-abiding citizen’s 

ownership of firearms. Let's show the nation that Pennsylvania 

continues to be the keystone state for freedom! 

We need YOU!!! 

Please remember the preferred dress is business casual. If 

you don't own a suit or sports coat, try to borrow one and dress 

appropriately. Our appearance is a key factor in credibility. 

Once you see how the team leaders present the issues to their 

Legislators, you may want to again pay a visit to your Senator or 

Legislator at their district offices at a later date to follow up on 

the issues discussed in Harrisburg. 

If you need assistance with travel to Harrisburg for the 

rally please see the Allegheny County Sportsmen's League 

website for scheduling and the necessary arrangements as well 

as departure locations. Also please do not forget that if you 

would like to be entered into the drawing for the free prizes you 

must register on the 5th Annual Second Amendment Rally 

website. Please try to do whatever you can to help us have an 

even better rally than we've had in the past! 

Please remember that IF you plan to arrive armed, make 

plans to be there by at least 9 AM to check in your firearm at the 

door (rear entrance of Capitol building by fountain). 
 

Military Cartridge Brass 

Destruction 2010-Round 2 

by 

Gary Marbut, President, Montana Shooting Sports Association 

March 25, 2010 

Update 1 ( March 27, 2010) 

Update 2 (April 2, 2010) 
 

The cure that was arranged by Montana Senators Baucus and 

Tester to fix the intended military destruction of once-fired 

cartridge brass last year appears to be suffering from a fatal end-

run. 

Interested persons will remember that a year ago, helpful 

intervention by Montana's senators persuaded the Department of 

Defense to rescind a fresh DoD directive to military installation 

commanders requiring them to destroy once-fired brass prior to 

selling it at auction into the civilian marketplace for 

ammunition reloading and other purposes. 

An end-run is being done around the rescinding order 

through quiet and sweetheart side deals with installation 

commanders that is being aggressively promoted by ATK. 

Some characters must be introduced to explain this story.  

ATK/Alliant Techsystems is the defense contractor that 

currently has the contract to operate the Army's huge Lake City 

Arsenal, the last government-owned facility in the U.S. for 

production of small arms military ammunition.  While other 

contracts to operate Lake City have been cost-plus, the contract 

ATK arranged allows ATK to retain profits of operation.  

Although government/private partnerships always seem to be 

strange creatures, the nature of the government/ATK 

partnership may be stranger than most. 

Government Liquidation is another private entity that has an 

exclusive government franchise to sell surplus military 

equipment, from all military installations nationwide, to all 

qualified bidders. 

Until recently, most used cartridge brass sales were put up 

for public bid through Government Liquidations, bids available 

to scrap metal purchasers, to foundries processing brass, to 

specialized cartridge brass processors that reconditioned 

millions of surplus cartridge brass for sale to commercial 

reloaders of civilian ammunition, and to civilians for 

ammunition loading.  The steady supply of reloadable brass 

from military sources has been a sizeable and essential 

component of the currently stressed ammunition market in the 

U.S. 

Although the private Government Liquidations retains a fee 

for the auction services it provides, the bulk of income from 

Government Liquidations' sales of surplus military property is 

directed into the U.S. Treasury, to be reallocated and 

appropriated by Congress, as needed. 

In a recent turn, ATK has been aggressively promoting 

sweetheart side deals with military installation commanders for 

those commanders to sell used cartridge brass directly to ATK 

(which ATK then renders unsuitable for reloading - "demils"), 

the income from which is deposited, NOT into the U.S. Treasury 

for reallocation by Congress, but into accounts controlled by 

installation commanders for installation operation. 

ATK even provides portable equipment to demil tons of 

cartridge cases at the military installations, destroying the brass 

for reloading purposes.  Because the destroyed cartridge case 

brass is not suitable for reloading, it cannot command a price 

driven by auction for the highest-value use of reloading.  

Military installation commanders sell the Alliant-destroyed 

brass to ATK at a private, non-auction, special price.  

Commanders are willing to accept the reduced price because the 

sale proceeds go quickly to the commanders' discretionary 

accounts and not back to the U.S. Treasury via Government 

Liquidations. 
 

Quote from ATK program sales literature: 

• "Payment is made to Fort Irwin not DRMO [or 

Government Liquidations], so Fort Irwin utilizes the 

money that is generated from the Recycle project for 

other recycling efforts." 
 

ATK, then, ships this destroyed cartridge brass to the 

foundries from which ATK gets new stock for manufacturing 

new cartridge cases, offsetting in significant part what ATK 

would otherwise pay the foundries, and thereby increasing 

ATK's profit from operating the Lake City Arsenal. 

Government Liquidations suffers a substantial decrease in 

business since fired military brass has long been a most lucrative 

surplus product they've traditionally handled. 

Meanwhile, the big losers are the U.S. Treasury (U.S. 

taxpayers), and civilian ammunition consumers who will see 

higher prices and more shortages in the ammunition 
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marketplace from this scheme.  U.S. gun owners are effectively 

being taxed by this scheme to provide greater profits for ATK. 

There is one additional motive at work here.  In part, this 

juicy scheme is being sold to military installation commanders 

with the reasoning that "We cannot allow this reloaded 

ammunition to fall into the hands of militias."  The sell-direct-

to-ATK idea is being sold to installation commanders as a way 

to deprive imagined U.S. civilian enemies of firepower.  

Installations have even been told privately that this is a way to 

keep ammunition out of the hands of "domestic terrorists." 
 

Quotes from ATK program sales literature: 

• "Currently handling brass scrap for ATK Lake City -

- for sole purpose of recycling material and 

preventing any reloading of spent cases by the public 

with military grade brass." 

• "Keeps Military Grade Brass from being re-loaded by 

unauthorized users." 

• "To PREVENT anyone from using your scrap 

ammunition components for non-military purposes." 

(Emphasis in the original) 

• "Assurability for the [military] installation, that no 

one can use this cartridge against law enforcement or 

our military personnel, by reloading the case." 
It's time to cure this problem finally with congressional 

action.  The Montana congressional delegation is spooling up to 

address this issue.  Senators and Representatives from other 

states need to join the Montana delegation in fixing this problem 

finally with congressional direction to DoD to require that all 

expended military brass of civilian-useable calibers generated 

domestically goes through the public auction process.  This will 

benefit the U.S. Treasury, America's gun owners, and the 

adequacy of the ammunition marketplace.  - End -  

ATK Solicitation for Ft. Irwin, .pdf 

ATK Overview of Brass Solicitation, .pdf 
 

Thousands march on Illinois capitol to 

support gun rights 
by Dave Workman, Senior Editor 
Thousands of gun rights activists from across 

Illinois marched on the state capitol in Springfield 
demanding a concealed carry law that anti-gun Gov. 
Pat Quinn has vowed to veto. 

Organized by the Illinois State Rifle Association 
(ISI1A)—a plaintiff in the case of McDonald v. City of 
Chicago that seeks to overturn the Windy City's 
handgun ban—this was the largest gun rights rally in 
the state's history. ISRA has sponsored similar events 
for the past few years; an off-shoot of the 
organization's lobbying day effort launched in 1995. A 
majority of the marchers wore bright yellow T-shirts, 
signifying their participation in IGOLD (Illinois Gun 

Owners Lobbying Day). 
According to ISRA Executive Director Richard 

Pearson, there are an estimated 1.5 million gunowners 
in the Prairie State, and some 21,000 ISRA members. 

The March 10 event began with a gathering at the 
Prairie Capitol Convention Center, where the crowd 
heard from Otis McDonald, chief plaintiff in the 
Chicago gun ban lawsuit backed by ISRA and the 
Second Amendment Foundation. McDonald had 
returned from hearing oral arguments in the case just 
eight days earlier at the Supreme Court in Washington, 
DC. In the crowd during the march was another 
Chicago plaintiff, Colleen Lawson. 

During the day, the crowd also heard from state 
Sens. J. Bradley Burzynski, A.J. Wilhelmi, David 
Koehler, Kyle McCarter, Brandon Phelps, Senate 
Republican Leader Christine Radogno, Dale Righter, 
Dave Syberson and Dan Rutherford at one of three 
different activities, Pearson said. Also speaking were 
state Reps. John Bradley, Pearson and Mike Weisman. 

A highlight of the day was an appearance by 
Republican gubernatorial candidate Bill Brady. 

From their morning rally at the convention center, 
boisterous marchers paraded down Springfield's main 
street to the capitol building for another gathering at 
the Lincoln Steps, and after visiting around the capitol 
and legislature, they returned to the convention center. 
The event was covered by NRA News. 

In addition to demanding passage of a concealed 
carry statute—Illinois is only one of two states that 
does not have such a statute, the other state being 
Wisconsin—IGOLD marchers also opposed adoption 
of a proposed ban on so-called assault weapons. 
Pearson said legislation proposing such a ban appeared 
to be moving, but he believed that the bill had little 
chance of actually reaching Gov. Quinn's desk. 

House Bill 5751 would ban the sale, purchase, 
possession or manufacture of a so-called assault 
weapon, any attachment, or .50-caliber rifles or .50-
caliber ammunition. It would also ban semi-auto 
shotguns with thumbhole or pistol grip stocks, which 
are now popular with wild turkey hunters, a popular 
endeavor in Illinois. 

The bill also exempts police officers or retired 
police officers whose guns are transferred to them by 
their law enforcement agency upon retirement. The New 

GUN WEEK, April 15, 2010 
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Report says 6 million licensed to carry 
by Dave Workman, Senior Editor 
At a time when anti-gun groups appear to be 

grasping at publicity straws and the homicide rate has 
declined dramatically, a record number of American 
citizens are packing guns for personal protection. 

According to MSNBC.com, an estimated 6 million 
citizens are licensed to carry concealed, a figure the 
news agency said is based on "estimates from gun-
rights groups that are supported by MSNBC.com's 
research." 

"The decline in gun homicides also comes as US 
firearm sales are skyrocketing, according to federal 
background checks that are required for most gun 
sales," the MSNBC report acknowledged. "After 
holding stable at 8.5 to 9 million checks from 1999 to 
2005, the FBI reported a surge to 10 million in 2006, 
11 million in 2007, nearly 13 million in 2008 and more 
than 14 million last year, a 55% increase in just four 
years." 

That revelation comes with the further 
acknowledgement that gun-restricting Washington, 
DC, has had the highest homicide rate in the nation, 
with 20.5 deaths per 100,000 population, while Utah, 
with its liberal shall-issue concealed carry statute, 
enjoys a murder rate of 1.12 per 100,000 residents. 

This information appears to clearly refute repeated 
predictions over the years from anti-gun groups that 
expanded concealed carry rights would result in higher 
murder statistics. 

Alan Gottlieb, executive vice president of the 
Second Amendment Foundation, lauded the 
MSNBC.com report. 
He was one of several people interviewed for the story 

"This is further evidence that everything the gun 
prohibitionists have been claiming and predicting over 
the past two decades has been fundamentally fraudu-
lent," he said. "They have repeatedly argued that more 
guns will equate to more crime and more firearms 
deaths, and MSNBC.com just let the air out of their 
sails with this exhaustive and well-balanced report." 

The report did note that the Violence Policy Center 
keeps track of alleged killings by people who have 
concealed carry permits. Their web site "Concealed 
Carly Killers," claims more than 150 people, including 
nine police officers, have been killed by permit holders 
since May 2007. However, the MSNBC.com report 
quoted Dr. David Hemenway, PhD, of Harvard who 

contended that neither side can claim one way or the 
other the effects of concealed carry on crime statistics. 
Hemenway referred to a 2004 study by the National 
Research Council that "found no credible evidence that 
passage of right-to-carry laws increases or decreases 
violent crime." 

Data gathered by the Centers for Disease Control 
suggest that people are less likely to die from a 
gunshot wound now than in years past, when carry 
permits were less available. However, the story added 
that research has "not been able to establish a cause--
and-effect relationship." 

Still, Gottlieb said reports such as this, appearing it: 
the so-called "mainstream press," are essentially one of 
the reasons why the gun control lobby has fallen on 
hard times in recent years. 

"This is why," he said, "anti-gun groups have lost 
their momentum and their credibility. They failed to 
gain traction even with a Democrat-controlled Con-
gress and an anti-gun White House." 

Gottlieb asserted that the anti-gun lobby is "on the 
verge of irrelevance" and this is why the Brady Cam-
paign to Prevent Gun Violence has launched a cam-
paign against Starbucks Coffee and other firms to 
prohibit armed citizens from entering their stores. 

"They are so desperate for attention," he said, "that 
they have now declared war on private businesses just 
to generate publicity. Their high-profile campaign of 
hysteria against Starbucks is based on an issue they 
fabricated just to grab headlines and television face 
time, and the public knows it, Gottlieb said." 

 

Marlin closing CT facility, relocation eyed 
While the shooting community was initially left 

reeling by the announcement that Marlin Firearms 
would be closing its doors in North Haven, CT, by 
June 2011, all of the angst may have been premature. 

At press time, it appears that Marlin production will 
be moving to a new location, closer to facilities 
operated by Remington Arms, which owns Marlin. 

Marlin has been in business since 1870, when it was 
founded by John Marlin. In 1924, the company was 
purchased by the late Frank Kenna Sr., who bought 
the company at auction after bankruptcy was declared. 
Marlin Firearms remained in the Kenna family through 
three generations, with Frank Kenna III serving as the 
current president and chairman, even though 
Remington Arms purchased Marlin in late 2007. 
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Remington is owned by the Freedom Group. 
Within hours of the announcement, which confused 

many people, Internet blogs were filling up with 
laments about the loss of Marlin, which has been one 
of the world's foremost manufacturers of big game 
lever-action rifles and quite possibly the biggest maker 
of .22-caliber rifles anywhere. 

What set Marlin apart from Winchester through 
much of the 20th century was that Marlin's lever-
actions ejected to the side rather than straight out the 
top of the lever action. This made Marlin's lever guns 
more conducive to scope mounting. For many years, 
anyone wanting to mount a scope on a Winchester 
Model 94 had to use side mounts. That changed when 
the Model 94 design was altered to allow ejection of 
spent cartridge cases to the side via what the company 
called "Angle. Eject." 

Marlin broke considerable ground over the past 
generation by introducing powerful big bore calibers in 
their beefed-up lever-actions, including the .444 
Marlin, .308 Marlin and .338 Marlin Express. They 
have also produced lever-action rifles in .45/70, a 
classic cartridge that has found much appreciation 
among Alaska guides and travelers. Marlin has also 
worked with Hornady to produce LeverEvolution 
ammunition with special polymer-tipped bullets that 
allow pointed rounds to be used in lever-action rifles. 

Lever-action rifles are not nearly as popular as they 
were during the 20th century, with an increasing 
number of shooters shifting their attention to semi-
automatic modern sporting rifles built on the AR 
platform. The New GUN WEEK, April 15, 2010 
 

Federal judge dismisses suit on Seattle ban 
by Dave Workman, Senior Editor 
A federal district court judge in Seattle has 

dismissed a federal lawsuit filed against the city and 
former Mayor Greg Nickels over a gun ban in city 
parks that was struck down in late February by a King 
County Superior Court ruling, leaving confusion in its 
wake. 

The federal lawsuit was filed by a Kent, WA, 
lawyer on his own behalf. However, attorney Bob 
Warden's lawsuit is not connected to the successful 
action brought against the city by the Second 
Amendment Foundation (SAF), National Rifle 
Association (NRA), two other gun rights organizations 
and five private citizens. 

The SAF/NRA lawsuit that prevailed before state 
Superior Court Judge Catherine. Shaffer argued that 
the city's , parks gun ban violated the state pre.: 
emption statute, originally adopted in 1983 and 
strengthened two years later. 

Warden's federal lawsuit claimed that the Seattle 
parks ban violated his Second Amendment rights, but 
US District Judge Marsha J. Pechman, in dismissing 
his case with prejudice, ruled that the Second 
Amendment "does not apply to the City of Seattle 
under current Ninth Circuit law." 

The Second Amendment has not been incorporated 
by the federal courts through the 14th Amendment to 
apply to state and local governments. That is the 
question currently being decided by the US Supreme 
Court in the case of McDonald v. City of Chicago, the 
SAF case that seeks to overturn Chicago's handgun 
ban. SAF filed that case in concert with the Illinois 
State Rifle Association (ISRA) and four individual 
Chicago residents almost two years ago. The high 
court heard oral arguments in the McDonald case on 
Mar. 2 and a decision is expected to be handed down 
sometime before the court adjourns for the year at the 
end of June. 

Seattle was set to appeal Judge Shaffer's ruling 
based on state law when Pechman handed down her 
separate opinion in Warden's case. Attorneys for SAF 
and NRA anticipate that Seattle will try to bolster its 
argument in the state appeals court with Pechman's 
federal court ruling. 

Warden is the man who notified the Seattle Parks 
Department, which had actually posted the gun 
prohibition signs, in advance that he would appear at 
one of their facilities with a concealed handgun. He 
also advised local television and print media about the 
event last fall, which he subsequently insisted on 
Internet postings and in interviews that by being asked 
to leave—as he was—he established standing as a 
plaintiff. 

He also claimed that SAF and NRA had no case 
and predicted that he would prevail at the federal level 
using the Second Amendment argument. 

Pechman's ruling, though, casts some doubt on the 
SAF/NRA lawsuit because she noted that the parks 
rule was designed "to ensure the safety of children and 
youth" which "satisfies a core value of public safety 
that is consistently held to be a legitimate state 
interest." The New GUN WEEK, April 15, 2010 
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Man wounded by booby trap 
A Seattle, WA, man could be in big trouble for 

having wounded himself in the leg with a "set gun" 

booby trap in his car, because he's a five-time 
convicted felon who should not have had a firearm in 
the first place. 

According to Seattle police, the unidentified 24-
year-old man parked the car at the city's Seward Park, 

where he went for a walk or jog. Before leaving the 
car, he rigged a cocked Smith & Wesson .38 Special 
revolver to go off in the event someone else tried to 
take the car. 

Alas, when the man returned to his car, the revolver 
went off when he tried to disconnect the booby trap. A 
bullet entered his leg, but the wound was not life 
threatening. 

Seattle Police spokesman Sgt. Sean Whitcomb told 
Gun Week that it is not clear where the gun came 
from. Detectives were still apparently trying to trace 
its origin. The wounded man told investigators that he 
tossed the gun away and fabricated a story about being 
shot by a black would-be robber because he was 
worried his criminal background would get him into 
more trouble. 

The man's felony record goes back to 2005 and 
includes two felony convictions for illegal firearms 
possession. The New GUN WEEK, April 15, 2010 
 

Sham humane society 
New York state Attorney General Andrew Cuomo 

shuttered a Yonkers humane society on Mar. 9, saying 
it was a sham group created just to give guns and 
badges to 16 men with no interest in actually helping 
animals, according to The New York Daily News. 

One of the bogus officers was a former Greenburgh 
town cop who had been fired for dallying with a 
dominatrix on the job. 

Cuomo said the men set themselves up as the 
Yonkers Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals in 2007 so they could "masquerade as a law 
enforcement entity." New York state law gives guns, 
badges and peace officer status to humane society 
cruelty investigators. 

The Westchester Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals, which pays two legit law enforcers 
to combat cruelty, is the organization that actually 
oversees Yonkers. 

Cuomo said the group got together at a hotel in 
2007 and declared themselves the Yonkers SPCA, 
which had been a real organization until the 1950s, 
when the Westchester SPCA took over. 

After a former board president complained to 
Cuomo's office last Summer, the attorney general 
moved to shut them down, asking the state Supreme 
Court to yank their status—and guns. 

On Mar. 9, the court ordered all Yonkers SPCA 
members to turn over their weapons, badges and ID 
cards, and also forward any assets to a legitimate 
organization that prevents animal abuse. The New GUN 

WEEK, April 15, 2010 
 

Another trooper leaves Glock 
From the "rarity is in the eye of the public affairs 

officer" comes the tale of Indiana State Police 
reviewing the details of a March weekend incident 
when a state trooper, described as a "seasoned 
veteran," forgot his loaded Glock 17 inside a public 
restroom in a Lowe's do-it-yourself store in Fort 
Wayne, according to WANE-TV. 

According to police, the trooper was off-duty, and 
shopping with a concealed weapon. For unknown 
reasons, the trooper left the gun in the restroom. It 
was later recovered by a store employee, and turned 
over to Fort Wayne Police. 

"This was just a mistake, it was nothing more than 
that, plain and simple," said Sergeant Ron Galaviz with 
the Indiana State Police. "He made a mistake. Is it 
possible he may pay for that? Sure." 

Galaviz told the TV station's reporter the trooper 
remained in the store throughout the entire incident, 
which lasted about 15 minutes. Once the trooper 
realized the weapon was missing, he re-traced his steps 
and notified store managers. By then, the gun had 
already been confiscated by police. 

Galaviz added that it is "extremely rare" for 
officers to forget their weapons in public places, but 
not so rare in the news. The New GUN WEEK, April 15, 

2010 
 

SAF, CCRKBA help spearhead 

international gun rights group 
by Dave Workman, Senior Editor 
A new international gun rights organization has 

been founded with key involvement from the Second 
Amendment Foundation (SAF) and Citizens 
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Committee for the Right to Keep and Bear Arms 
(CCRKBA), with advisors from some of the top 
corners of the international firearms community. 

According to SAF founder and Executive Vice 
President Alan M. Gottlieb, the International 
Association for the Protection of Civilian Arms Rights 
(IAPCAR) will ultimately have offices in Vienna, 
Austria, and Washington, DC. He attended a meeting 
of the group in Nuremberg, Germany, last month and 
this month is back in Italy for another meeting. 

"Events over the past decade have emphasized the 
need to protect the individual's rights to defend oneself 
and one's family against grave threats, including crime, 
civil unrest and terrorism," the group statement 
explains on its website: IAPCAR.org. 

"Self-defense is a human right," Gottlieb observed, 
"that is not just limited to citizens of the United States 
thanks to our Second Amendment." 

Using the motto "Liberty and Security," IAPCAR's 
primary challenge will be to provide a counter to the 
anti-gun International Action Network on Small Arms 
(IANSA) which has been pushing global gun control at 
the United Nations (UN). 

"We look at IAPCAR as an organization that can 
counter the world gun control campaign currently 
being waged by IANSA," Gottlieb said. "We will 
provide rebuttal to IANSA's misinformation and myths 
about firearms ownership, and work to expand the 
individual human right to defend ourselves and our 
families from crime, the violence that often 
accompanies civil unrest and the growing threat of 
terrorism." 

This sets IAPCAR apart from the already-
established World Forum on the Future of Sport 
Shooting Activities (WFSA), which has concentrated 
on sport and competitive shooting and hunting issues. 

The list of IAPCAR advisors is impressive. They 
include: Robert Glock of the Glock family in Austria; 
Franz Csaszar, past president of IWOE, the Austrian 
version of the National Rifle Association; 

Dr. David Schiller, publisher of several firearms 
periodicals in Germany; Keith Tidswell, former head of 
the Australia Sporting Shooters Association, and 
Massimo Vallini, publisher of Armi e Tiro, an Italian 
firearms periodical. 

Perhaps more impressive to Gottlieb are the number 
of countries represented so far on the IAPCAR rolls, 
and those who have groups expressing an interest in 

joining. Gun rights organizations and activists from 
several countries, including Sweden, Norway, 
Germany, the United Kingdom, Canada, Italy and the 
United States attended the Nuremberg meeting. 
Groups from other nations, including The Philippines, 
Switzerland, Belgium, Argentina, Finland, India, Israel, 
Greece, South Africa, and Australia have indicated 
they will be on board, he revealed. 

"I am very encouraged by the response we're 
getting from firearms groups all over the world," 
Gottlieb said. "This is an important 'first step' in 
regaining much lost ground, and putting the brakes on 
an international movement to strip private citizens of 
the means to protect their most cherished right, that of 
self-defense." 

Named to the position of IAPCAR managing 
director—until the group elects a president—is 
Washington, DC, attorney Mark Barnes, a highly-re-
spected name in firearms legal circles. He told Gun 
Week that IAPCAR will likely establish bylaws at an 
organizational meeting sometime this Summer. He 
concurred with Gottlieb about the group's priorities. 

"One of the most important things (IAPCAR) will 
address are issues that other non-governmental 
organizations are not addressing," he said, "the lawful 
and legitimate uses of firearms for self-defense and 
other purposes beyond pure sport shooting. These are 
important issues on a human rights basis." 

Work on creating the organization has been quietly 
underway for some time. There are no dues 
requirements, but supporters are encouraged to make 
contributions to member organizations to help defray 
costs. 

Between now and the mid-summer organizational 
meeting, Gottlieb and others involved in IAPCAR will 
be doing some heavy work. Once the organizational 
work is finished, Barnes will help coordinate 
administrative policies and practices. The New GUN 

WEEK, April 15, 2010 
 

Empty holster' students in TX win First 

Amendment battle 
A federal judge in Texas has ruled that students at 

Tarrant County College (TCC) were denied their First 
Amendment rights—in support of the Second 
Amendment—when college officials would not allow 
them to stage an empty holster protest last fall. 

The ruling came in time for students to hold another 
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protest earlier this month at the campus. 
According to the Fort Worth Star Telegram and 

KTXA in Dallas, US District Judge Terry R. Means 
issued a permanent injunction against TCC Chancellor 
Erma Johnson Hadley and the college from blocking 
the protests. Empty holster events were staged on 
several campuses by campus activists, often associated 
with the grassroots group Students for Concealed 
Carry on Campus, in the wake of the Virginia Tech 
massacre. 

Students were demanding an end to policies that 
prohibit legally-armed students and faculty from 
carrying their guns on campus as a means of personal 
protection in the event of another shooting incident. 

In this case, TCC had rejected a request from 
students John Schwertz Jr. and Clayton Smith to stage 
an empty holster protest in November 2009 on the 
school's Northeast Campus. 

Smith and Schwertz filed a civil rights lawsuit with 
the help of the American Civil Liberties Union. A 
temporary injunction was issued last fall and the 
protest was held on both Northeast and South 
campuses. 

College officials had opposed the protest, partly on 
the basis that the appearance of empty holsters might 
convince some students that the protest. ers were 
actually carrying guns, and would encourage others to 
bring firearms to the campus, according to KTXA. 
TCC's attorney, Angela Robinson, argued the case on 
the basis of campus safety. 

Perhaps as a means of accommodating the student 
protesters, TCC's student handbook was revised to 
allow the protests, but empty holsters were still banned 
in hallways and classrooms. 

Judge Means didn't go for it, and issued his ruling, 
saying he was dismayed that the campus evidently was 
not fulfilling its societal role as "a marketplace of 
ideas." 

Smith is now a student at the University of Texas 
at Arlington, but he was planning to attend the protest 
this month at the TCC campus, as was Schwertz. The 

New GUN WEEK, April 15, 2010 
 

Guns-in-workplace signed in Indiana 
Beginning July 1 in Indiana, workers will be 

allowed to keep firearms locked in their cars, out of 
sight, while they are parked on property owned by 
their employer. 

Under conditions of a bill signed Mar. 18 by Indiana 
Gov. Mitch Daniels, guns must be out of sight. There 
are certain exemptions, including schools, domestic 
violence shelters, child care centers and chemical 
plants. Daniels alluded to the rights of gunowners 
during his brief signing ceremony. 

The legislation was strongly supported by state 
lawmakers, who passed it in the House of 
Representatives by a vote of 7420 and in the Senate on 
a 41-9 vote, according to the Associated Press. 

The new law was opposed by gun prohibitionist 
groups who predicted it will lead to an increase 
incidents of workplace violence. 

The law also prevents state or local t government 
authorities from confiscating lawfully owned firearms 
during declared states of emergency. The New GUN 

WEEK, April 15, 2010 

 

Senators pushing national ID card in 

immigration bill 
A national ID card using biometric data such as 

fingerprints is at the center of an immigration reform 
bill being hammered out in the US Senate—a measure 
that once again probably will pit advocates' of home-
land security and tough immigration enforcement 
against civil libertarians, employers and immigrant 
rights groups, according to various news sources. 

The new effort by Sens. Chuck Schumer (D-NY) 
and Lindsey Graham (R-SC) will revive the "Real ID" 
debate once championed by Sen. Dianne Feinstein (C-
CA) that has festered for years with little effect on 
illegal immigration. Under their plan, a universally 
required card would be encoded with all sorts of 
information regarding the holder, as well as contain a 
unique biometric signature created from either 
fingerprints or the vein patterns on the tops of the 
hands. 

Employers would not be able to hire applicants who 
do not present a valid ID. 

Schumer and Graham are slated to meet soon with 
President Barack Obama to brief him on their work. 
An administration official said the White House has no 
position on the biometric card, according to a report in 
The Wall Street Journal. 

Graham's approach to the controversial IDs is 
simple: Americans already carry Social Security 
cards—this is the same thing, except tamperproof. So 
what's the big deal? 



 

 
Page 9

"It's the nub of solving the immigration dilemma 
politically speaking," Schumer told The Journal. The 
card, he argued, would nip in the bud any surge of 
illegal immigrants. "If you say they can't get a job 
when they come here, you'll stop it." 

All sounds well and good, but predictably there are 
critics who see the card as the ultimate invasion of 
privacy that puts Big Brother at the shoulder of every 
honest American worker. 

Conservatives are divided depending on their views 
on immigration vs. the potentially intrusive role of 
government. Fox New host Bill O'Reilly said that he 
favors a National ID Card, citing among other things 
the additional taxes that would be collected through 
reduced fraud. He called it a "moneymaker for the 
US." O'Reilly, as well as former CNN host Lou Dobbs, 
an advocate of strong immigration enforcement, wants 
the measure fast-tracked this year. 

But others don't like the idea of a government with 
control of biometric data of every US citizen. 

"It is fundamentally a massive invasion of people's 
privacy," said Chris Calabrese, legislative counsel for 
the American Civil Liberties Union, according to 
Homeland Security Newswire. "We're not only talking 
about fingerprinting every American, treating ordinary 
Americans like criminals in order to work. We're also 
talking about a card that would quickly spread from 
work to voting to travel to pretty much every aspect of 
American life that requires identification." 

Meanwhile, Alex Nowrasteh, an analyst at the pro-
business Competitive Enterprise Institute, conjured up 
a number of reasons why America should steer clear of 
a national ID card. 

"Every worker would have to ask permission from 
the federal government to get a job. American workers 
shouldn't have to beg or plead to anybody to get 
permission to work. Being employed should be a 
private agreement between an employer and 
employee," he told for FoxNews.com. 

What's more, the system will exclude millions of 
legal workers by accident and fail to catch the majority 
of undocumented immigrants, Nowrasteh said. 

The cards would treat every American like a 
criminal by requiring them to enter their most intimate 
and personal data into a government database, he 
said. The New GUN WEEK, April 15, 2010 
 

Ohio armed citizens fighting back 

Armed citizens have been fighting back in Ohio, and 
criminals are on the losing end in three significant 
cases that left one would-be robber dead, another one 
seriously wounded and a third still on the loose. 

In Toledo, the owner of Allied Music shot a robber 
in a confrontation that began with a ruse about 
applying for a job. According to the Toledo Blade, a 
suspect identified as 30-year-old Steve James entered 
the store, asked about a job application, and then left. 
However, a few minutes later he was back, and this 
time pulled a gun that he aimed at a clerk's head. When 
he started leading the clerk to a back room, the clerk 
called out for help, and that's when the store's co-
owner, Eric Bilger, took action. 

Bilger, who is licensed to carry, drew his gun and 
confronted the bandit. In an exchange of gunfire, 
James was hit in the hand and torso. He fled from the 
store and ran across the street, but a parking lot at a 
nearby Burger King was as far as he got before 
collapsing, the newspaper said. 

Bilger's brother, Mark, told the newspaper that the 
store had been robbed three times since last Summer 
and that Eric had obtained a concealed carry permit 
and was packing his gun. The newspaper revealed that 
James has a criminal record, and was convicted in 
2001 for aggravated robbery. He received a 10-year 
prison sentence. 

Less than two days later, a would-be robber 
showed up at Bengals Food Mart in Toledo at mid-
morning. The suspect was wearing a woman's wig. He 
pulled a gun and announced that he was robbing the 
store, and the clerk reacted by pulling his own gun and 
fatally shooting the thug, according to WTOL News. 

In a third incident in Columbus, a man identified as 
Erick Tehoke was in his SUV with the window rolled 
down, doing business at an ATM. An unidentified thug 
walked up to him, according to WBNS news, and 
demanded money. 

Instead of showing the robber his cash, Tehoke 
showed the man his concealed pistol. At that point, the 
wannabe robber fled and no shots were fired. _ 

Meanwhile, in adjacent Michigan, -Romulus police 
were still searching or! Mar. 15 for the last of four 
suspects in an armed robbery at a party store where a 
customer shot and killed one of the bandits. 

Three armed men were inside robbing the Super Y 
party store at 9:30 p.m. on Mar. 13, according to the 
Detroit Free Press. Two of the robbers were in the 
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back of the store, forcing a store employee to empty 
the safe at gunpoint, when a male customer, 37, and 
his fiancée, 35, both from Highland Park, walked in on 
the third gunman, who was up front, Police Chief 
Michael St. Andre said. 

"They were ambushed, and the female was ordered 
to the ground at gunpoint," St. Andre said. "He began 
pleading with the suspect not to shoot her." 

According to investigators, Michael James 
Robinson III pointed his weapon at the male customer, 
who grabbed it; the two men struggled and the 
customer shot Robinson twice. 

Robinson, who moved to Romulus a month ago, 
then stumbled out the front door, collapsed and died, 
St. Andre said. 

St. Andre said the other two suspects inside 
escaped out a back door. 

Investigators have since arrested two of the 
suspects, St. Andre said. 

And the following Monday, police found the 2004 
Pontiac Grand Prix they said they believe was the 
getaway car. The New GUN WEEK, April 15, 2010 
 

Hindsight 
It's not just the violence; the antis want your 

guns 
by Joseph P. Tartaro, Executive Editor 
The leaders of the anti-gun movement in America, 

and the tax-exempt foundations and billionaires who 
keep them in business, don't seem interested in driving 
down the level of violence in America as much as they 
just want to prohibit civilian ownership of guns. Most 
of them make it plain, like giving themselves names 
like the current Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun 
Violence, or earlier National Coalition to Ban 
Handgun Violence. 

Even the more coyly named Violence Policy Center 
isn't really just against violence itself since it is fond of 
claiming that its not against all guns, just handguns and 
a few other guns, such as so-called assault weapons. 

The media, too, seem to take a special interest in 
"gun violence," playing up stories in which guns are 
used to commit robbery, murder and suicides, while 
ignoring other types of mayhem. Mass murders 
involving firearms get big and repeated play in the 
establishment print and electronic media, while other 
violence gets buried in the back pages—soon to be 

forgotten. There is also a special focus when the 
crimes happen in the US as part of the establishment 
media's efforts to depict America as more violent than 
other countries and societies, many of which actually 
have higher violent crime rates than the US even after 
they banned civilian possession of firearms. 

I was reminded of this the other day when I found a 
small, one-column, four-inch story about a mass 
murder attack on school children in China which 
involved a knife and not a gun. The story was buried in 
the back pages of the local fish-wrapper. 

There was no comment from the anti-gun 
spokespersons that seek to gain relevance by attacking 
coffee sellers. Violence itself seems of little importance 
to them. After .all, no guns were involved. Not only 
were the deaths of eight young school children and the 
severe wounding of five more apparently worthy of no 
special notice, but the pundits also ignored the story. If 
guns had been involved, the reaction would have been 
different. 

They would have been acting like the heroines of 
the old westerns who would beat on the manly chest of 
the hero demanding to know "Must there always be 
violence" because guns were involved. 

But in case you missed that story, let me recap it 
from various international media sources, along with a 
lot of other non-gun violence from China, a country 
whose criminal justice system has been admired by 
some top police administrators in the US, especially 

Chicago. 

On March 23, a former doctor, armed with a knife 
attacked children at the beginning of the school day. 
He killed eight and severely wounded five of the 
primary school children. 

The Chinese school was immediately shut down, 
but classes resumed the following day, according to 
Xinhua, China's news agency. 

Accompanied by their parents, students began to 
enter the Nanping Experimental Primary School at 
about 7 a.m. while teachers and 52 psychological 
therapists, including university students and 
psychologists from renowned hospitals, were 
welcoming them in all the 48 classrooms. 

Some parents gathered at the entrance of the 
school, where the bloodshed occurred, to mourn the 
children's deaths. More than 2,000 students and 
teachers of the school stood in silent tribute to extend 
condolences to those killed in the bloody tragedy. 
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"Please don't be scared. We'll always protect you,' 
teachers told the students through loudspeakers, and 
then gave each student a warm hug, according to the 
Chinese news sources. 

But that led me to wonder if the children would 
believe the teachers. After all, they are the same ones 
who failed to protect 13 of their classmates. 

Given what occurred, protection and safety seemed 
a very limited thing. 

China has witnessed a series of school attacks over 
the past several years, which are often blamed on 
personal grudges or people with psychiatric problems, 
leading to calls for improved security. 

During the 2008 Summer Olympics in China, the 
father-in-law of a US Olympic coach was stabbed to 
death and his wife seriously injured by a lone knifeman 
at a Beijing tourist attraction. 

Todd Bachman died during the attack in the center 
of the Chinese capital of Beijing as the Games got into 
full swing. 

A Chinese tour guide with the couple was also 
stabbed but she was immediately reported to be "out 
of danger." 

After the attack in the 13th century Drum Tower, a 
popular tourist attraction, the killer jumped to his 
death from the historic site. He was identified as Tang 
Yongming, 47, from the eastern city of Hangzhou. 

A month before the attack on the Bachmans, five 
Chinese policemen also were stabbed to death in 
Shanghai in July, 2008, after a man set fire to their 
station before charging in with a knife in a frenzied 
attack. 

Government officials said the man, a 28-year-old 
from Beijing known as Yang, was "quickly 
overpowered and arrested. Police said he confessed he 
had wanted revenge after police arrested him the 
previous year on suspicion of stealing bicycles. 

According to the official Chinese statement, the 
man set a fire outside the police station's front gate at 
around 9:40 a.m. local time, attracting a security 
guard. He stabbed the guard and then charged into the 
station. 

Violent crime is allegedly unusual in China, but 
British media claimed that the speed with which the 
attack was reported by Shanghai's state media was also 
rare. Maybe violent crime may be unusual in China, 
but it is random and deadly just as it is around the 
globe. 

The killings come after up to 30,000 people took to 
the streets in a county town in China's southwest 
Guizhou province a few days earlier, protesting and 
rioting over a police investigation into the death of a 
teenage girl. Protesters claimed the girl had been raped 
and killed by a relative of a local official who had 
ordered the police to cover up the crime. 

The knife attack in the police station mirrored a 
similar Asian rampage a month earlier in Tokyo, Japan, 

another country with almost total gun prohibition, 
when a man crashed a truck into shoppers before 
attacking them with a large knife, killing seven. 

So that Chinese knife violence will not appear to be 
limited to disgruntled or mentally disturbed adults, I 
have to include mention of another violent knife attack 
that occurred two weeks before the school knife 
assault on the 13 children. 

That's when international media reported that a 17-
year-old boy had a foot long rusty knife plunged 
through his brain after accusations of "wallhacking" in 
the "Counter Strike" video game at a Chinese Internet 
cafe. 

The cafe, in Jilin province, is a popular hangout for 
youths who want to virtually blast away at each other 
in the first person shooter game. However, as anyone 
who has had the misfortune to play Counter Strike 
extensively. Will IV.yar accusations of cheating. are 
rife in the vine even when they're not happening. 

In this case, one player couldn't stand being 
repeatedly owned by the 17-yearold and took it upon 
himself to rush through lines of computers and attack 
the youth in the head with the knife Somehow the kid 
moved just before the knife hit him and survived. Local 
doctors, according to media sources said that the knife 
missed major arteries and passed through parts of the 
brain that affected motor skills without somehow 
causing damage to them. 

After a grueling ten hours in the operating theater, 
the knife had been completely removed, but the victim 
was still under observation "in case bits of rust flaked 
away inside his brain." 

All that violence in China without guns, but very 
little media attention in the USA and nary a word from 
the Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence. The New 

GUN WEEK, April 15, 2010 
 

Ohio, Michigan report spikes in carry 

permit applications 
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Buckeye State firearms owners have been lining up 
in record numbers to obtain concealed carry permits, 
and the same appears true in neighboring Michigan, 
according to the Toledo Blade. 

The newspaper recently reported that many of those 
now obtaining gun permits are doing so because of 
concerns about the recession. Earlier, people had been 
buying firearms and ammunition, and obtaining carry 
permits, out of concerns over potential new gun 
control initiatives from the °barna administration. 

Daniel White, executive director of Ohioans for 
Concealed Carry and a writer for Examiner.com, told 
the newspaper that the tanking economy "is causing all 
these law enforcement officers, whether they're police 
officers or sheriff's deputies, to get laid off and people 
realize they're in a situation where they may have to be 
responsible for their own safety." 

He also said the economic downturn has driven 
more people to commit crime. 

"So you've got more criminals and fewer police 
officers," White observed, "so what is the general 
public to do?" 

Likewise, Jim Irvine, chairman of the Buckeye 
Firearms Association, told the newspaper that Ohio 
citizens now consider a firearm as a safety tool, same 
as a smoke alarm or seat belt. They hope the situation 
never arises where that tool is needed, he indicated. 

Earlier, Irvine reported that for the year 2009, there 
were 56,691 regular licenses issued in Ohio, shattering 
the old record of 45,497 in 2004, the first year that 
concealed handgun licenses were issued. There were 
an additional 16,443 licenses renewed during the year 
for a total of 73,134 handed out during the year. 

At year-end there were approximately 178,240 
Ohioans licensed to carry concealed, and millions of 
out-of-state residents who may carry in the state 
because of other state-issued licenses. 

And in Michigan, more and more people are 
carrying concealed firearms as well. Clerks are 
reporting a huge jump in concealed weapons 
applications across the state, according to WWMT 
(Newschannel 3). 

In 2001, Michigan passed a law making it easier to 
carry a concealed weapon and the numbers have been 
rapidly growing. Between 2007 and 2008, 26,500 
people applied for a concealed weapons permit, in 
2009 that jumped to 66,500. 

To find out what may be behind the increase, 

Newschannel 3 went to Freedom Firearms in Battle 
Creek, where Joel Fulton has been teaching concealed 
weapons classes for almost 10 years. Fulton says he's 
also noticed a surge in interest and cited reasons 
similar to those from Ohio. 

"I think people are more concerned for their own 
safety" said Fulton. "That's probably the biggest push 
in the increase." 

Toby Hoover, executive director of the Ohio 
Coalition Against Gun Violence was quoted arguing 
that "The risk with all of this is we put our world into 
good guys and bad guys. People dismiss life without 
any other considerations." 

She would like to see the Ohio Legislature repeal 
the concealed carry statute. 

By some estimates, as many as 5 million American 
citizens are licensed to carry concealed pistols in a 
majority of states. Most of those states have "shall 
issue" statutes requiring local law enforcement officials 
to issue licenses or permits to any qualifying citizen. 
They have no discretion to withhold a permit, a 
situation that has been abused in the past by officials 
who would give out permits only to friends or 
influential people, as has been the case in the eight 
states that do not have "right to carry" laws. 

Only two states, Illinois and Wisconsin, do not have 
any concealed carry statute. Wisconsin residents may 
openly carry sidearms although the practice draws 
attention from police in major jurisdictions. 

According to the newspaper, the FBI did 1.39 
million background checks in Ohio between November 
1998 and February 2010 for people wanting to buy 
handguns. The New GUN WEEK, April 15, 2010 
 

Washington open carry incident has 

tempestuous aftermath 
by Dave Workman, Senior Editor 
Evergreen State open carry activists were bristling 

in the wake of an incident in the Columbia River 
community of Vancouver after a man was cited by 
local police for openly carrying a pistol at a local super 
market. 

The citation came one day after the man and his 
wife had been escorted away from a shopping mall 
because he was openly carrying in that venue, 
according to the Vancouver Columbian. 

Kurk Robert Kirby, 26, and his wife, Dawn, were 
both armed when police were called to an Albertson's 
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market on March 19. Vancouver police took Kirby's 
pistol and cited him under a state statute that makes it 
illegal to carry a firearm or other weapon in "a 
manner...that warrants alarm for the safety of other 
persons." 

However, that statute was adopted in 1969 and 
amended in 1994, and since then there have been at 
least two appeals court rulings that have significantly 
narrowed its applicability. It does not appear Kirby 
was doing anything with the pistol other than openly 
carrying it in a belt holster. 

His attorney, Christopher Dumm, told Gun Week 
that "Mister Kirby was doing nothing wrong." 

"His actions did not manifest an intent to menace or 
intimidate anyone," Dumm said. 

The Albertson's incident infuriated open carry 
advocates, who indicated they might hold an open 
carry gathering at a park in Vancouver in response. 
But that was prior to the revelation that Kirby had 
been involved in a previous incident only 24 hours 
earlier. 

In that case, the Columbian reported, the Kirbys 
were at the Westfield Vancouver Mall—a so-called 
"gun free zone"—and were escorted from the mall by 
security officers. 

Revelation of the earlier incident tempered some of 
the initial outrage, but open carriers remained adamant 
that Kirby was unjustly cited for having done nothing 
illegal. In an unpublished opinion by the State Court of 
Appeals in a 2007 case that even though the sight of a 
person walking in public with an exposed firearm may 
shock some people, it is not illegal. 

The open carry movement has been instrumental in 
Washington over the past few years for convincing 
police agencies to circulate training bulletins about the 
legality of open carry. In the aftermath of the Kirby 
incident, at least one activist forwarded several such 
bulletins to the Vancouver police. 

What left many activists irate was the fact that the 
police apparently kept Kirby's pistol while returning his 
wife's. She had been carrying concealed, and she has a 
concealed pistol license. His attorney said that once 
the police established this was legal, they should have 
returned the gun and "that should have been the end of 
it." 

But a citation was issued. Dumm discouraged 
activists from staging any kind of protest, at least 
while Kirby's case was still pending. The New GUN 

WEEK, April 15, 2010 
 

California lawmaker would outlaw `open 

carry' gun right 
A California lawmaker has stepped into a growing 

gun rights debate by introducing legislation that would 
essentially outlaw the "open carry" of unloaded 
firearms on public property, according to The 
Christian Science Monitor. 

The measure, which was first introduced in 
February but was not expected to have its first hearing 
until sometime in April, is meant to address the 
growing "open carry" movement, in which some 
gunowners have taken to meeting in coffee shops, 
parks, and restaurants while wearing holstered 
weapons to raise awareness about gun rights. 

"People should be free from the fear and the 
potential for violence firearms represent," said 
Democratic Assembly Member Lori Saldana of San 
Diego, in a statement. "These displays of firearms can 
create potentially dangerous situations," The Monitor 
reported. 

Assembly Member Saldafia said she was compelled 
to introduce the bill to limit the open carry law in 
California, which is one of at least 38 states that allows 
the display of unconcealed weapons, following a 
gathering of some 60 armed open carry advocates at a 
southern California beach. 

In recent months, members of the grassroots open 
carry movement have been turning up at many Bay 
Area cafes. In addition to bringing attention to gun 
laws, which allow unconcealed and unloaded weapons 
to be carried without a permit, the groups are also 
making a statement about the difficulty of obtaining 
concealed weapons permits. 

In an earlier Monitor interview, Bay Area open 
carry advocate David LaTour said that unless someone 
is "well connected" politically, concealed weapons 
permits are essentially unobtainable. 

Following gatherings at Peet's Coffee & Tea and 
California Pizza Kitchen, both chains opted to ban 
guns from their premises. The Brady Campaign to 
Prevent Gun Violence has called on Starbucks to 
follow suit, but the Seattle-based coffee chain said that 
it would abide by local laws and that the issues 
surrounding open carry should be decided in 
legislatures and courts, not in coffee shops. 

The Monitor reported that while the Saldafia bill 
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proposes placing limits on openly displaying weapons 
in public, it does not propose limits within businesses. 
The New GUN WEEK, April 15, 2010 
 

Man wounded at Denver gun show 
An unidentified man was wounded when a gun 

went off during a popular gun show at the Denver 
Merchandise Mall last month. 

According to the Denver Post, the victim was shot 
somewhere in the upper torso and was transported to 
local hospital. KGMH reported that the wound was in 
the chest. 

The Adams County Sheriff's Office was 
investigating to see how a loaded firearm was inside 
the Tanner Gun Show, which prohibits loaded guns on 
the premises. Various reports said there were 
approximately 700 tables at the gun show, which is 
held monthly, and that display guns are typically loop 
tied through the actions to prevent negligent 
shootings.  The New GUN WEEK, April 15, 2010 

 

Charges in WA home invasion linked to 

medical marijuana 
Charges have been filed against five young men, 

including one who was shot three times by the 
intended victim, in an attempted home invasion 
robbery with a marijuana twist in Seattle, WA. 

The five suspects are accused of invading the home 
of a Kirkland man who supplies medical marijuana and 
it appears that at least two of the accused men had 
been employed at one time or another by the man they 
were trying to rob, medical marijuana activist Steve 
Sarich. 

Sarich shot one of his attackers, identified as Hristo 
Tzenkov, 19, in the heart, leg and ankle. Tzenkov was 
taken to Seattle's Harborview Medical Center and was 
recovering when he was charged. Others charged in 
the caper were Jonathon Buell, 18, Tyson Corcoran, 
19, Andrew 

Carrigan, 19, and 17-year-old Dakota Laughren, 
who is charged as an adult with first-degree burglary 
and attempted first-degree robbery. 

One of the culprits was armed with a 12-gauge 
shotgun and fired a round that nicked Sarich with 
pellets as he engaged the robbers in a short gun battle. 

King County Sheriff's Sgt. John Urquhart told Gun 
Week that there is some disagreement about who was 
carrying the shotgun, and the Seattle Post-Intelligencer 

on-line noted that while Laughren allegedly had been 
bragging about having stolen the shotgun earlier, he 
denied carrying it because he is a convicted felon. 
Laughren's record includes convictions for fourth-
degree assault, third-degree assault, marijuana 
possession and malicious mischief. 

When Sarich was awakened by a barking dog early 
on Mar. 15, he grabbed a .22-caliber pistol to investi-
gate and confronted at least two people in the hall 
outside of his bedroom. The 59-year-old Sarich saw a 
dark figure raise the shotgun and he fired one round, 
but the pistol jammed. As he darted back into the 
bedroom, the shotgun was fired and he was hit by 
pellets in the arm and face. 

Sarich retrieved a second .22-caliber pistol and fired 
again, hitting Tzenkov, who subsequently claimed at 
first that he had been shot when he cut through the 
yard. However, Tzenkov and Buell are roommates, 
while Corcoran and 

Carrigan formerly worked for Sarich. Corcoran and 
Buell both obtained medical marijuana cards through 
Sarich's CannaCare organization, according to the 
Seattle Times. 

In the aftermath of the shooting, Sarich was upset 
that King County Sheriff's detectives cut holes in the 
walls of his rented home, and seized some 300 
marijuana plants. Urquhart said investigators left 
Sarich his legal limit of marijuana, and that the holes 
were cut in his walls to recover bullets fired during the 
gun battle. It does not appear Sarich will face any 
charges relating to the shooting. The New GUN WEEK, 

April 15, 2010 
 

Clock ticking down on Chicago handgun 

ban 
by Dave Workman, Senior Editor 

Veteran Supreme Court prognosticators, 
newspaper editorial writers, columnists and legal 
experts are leaning heavily toward the expectation that 
before the high court wraps up its current session, 
Chicago's decades-old handgun ban will be no more. 

In oral arguments before the nine justices early in 
March, attorneys for the Second Amendment Founda-
tion (SAF)—which brought the lawsuit against the 
city—and National Rifle Association, which filed a 
similar lawsuit and was granted time to bolster the 
challenge, laid out arguments opening the door to 
incorporation of the Second Amendment to the states 
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through the 14th Amendment. 
Right now, it appears a toss-up whether the court 

will strike down the ban via the 14th Amendment's 
"privileges and immunities" clause or the more tradi-
tional "due process clause." 

Attorney Alan Gura, representing SAF, the Illinois 
State Rifle Association and four individual Chicago 
residents, endured a barrage of early questioning by 
the justices, particularly Antonin Scalia who authored 
the landmark Heller ruling in 2008 that affirmed the 
Second Amendment protects and individual right to 
keep and bear arms. Gura also argued that case before 
the court, and opinions are divided about whether the 
court signaled a rejection of his privileges and immuni-
ties argument, or was playing "Devil's Advocate" so 
Gura would provide them a legal roadmap toward 
using that foundation to incorporate, and thus overturn 
a 140- year-old ruling in the "Slaughterhouse Cases" 
that many legal scholars believe should be reversed. 

The problem is that there really is no "legal 
roadmap" for using privileges and immunities. 

He told the court that in 1868, when the 14th 
Amendment was adopted, "the right to keep and bear 
arms was understood to be a privilege or immunity of 
citizenship, and if the court is considering watering 
down the Second Amendment, perhaps it should look 
to text and history" 

NRA attorney Paul Clement argued the due process 
route, noting, "I think if you compare the First Amend-
ment and the Fourth Amendment to the Second 
Amendment, they have the same textual guarantee to 
the people, they trace their origins to preexisting rights 
back to the English Bill of Rights, back to even earlier 
constitutional history." 

In a strange reporting notation, the Associated 
Press observed that "The court has relied on that same 
clause...in cases that established a woman's right to an 
abortion and knocked down state laws against interra-
cial marriage and gay sex." (See general media reac 
tion story on Page 2.) 

Clement told the court that "the First and Second 
Amendments...were preexisting rights that didn't 
depend on the Constitution for their existence." 
Clement got the longest uninterrupted opportunity to 
speak, during which he detailed his perspective on the 
case. 

Attorney James Feldman, representing Chicago in 
what SAF founder Alan Gottlieb called "an indefen-

sible case," did not fare well before the majority of the 
nine justices. At one point, he argued that the Second 
Amendment is a "self-defense right we need in the 
Constitution in order—in order to protect the militia 
against being disarmed by the Federal Government." 

The reaction from Chief Justice John Roberts was 
quick and cutting. 

"That sounds an awful lot to me like the argument 
we heard in Heller on the losing side," Justice Roberts 
observed. 

Gura told the court that the Second Amendment is 
one of only two in the Bill of Rights that has not been 
held to be incorporated under the 14th Amendment's 
due process clause, "which informs us that perhaps we 
should have the Second Amendment incorporated." 

"There is no reason to treat it any differently," he 
said. 

A ruling is anticipated in late May or early June, at 
or near the end of the court's current session. The New 

GUN WEEK, April 1, 2010 
 

MA high court upholds state's gun lock law 
The Supreme Judicial Court of Massachusetts—

that state's equivalent to a supreme court—has upheld 
the constitutionality of a state gun storage statute that 
mandates the use of trigger locks, or locked storage of 
a firearm in the home when not in use. 

The ruling came in the case of Commonwealth v. 
Richard Runyan, which drew national attention from 
gun rights activists and organizations including the 
Second Amendment Foundation. Runyan's develop-
mentally disabled son had been involved in an incident 
in which a neighbor's house was apparently shot with a 
BB gun. When police arrived to investigate, the 18-
yearold showed them where the elder Runyan stored 
his firearms, resulting in a charge against the father for 
keeping a hunting rifle under his bed in a manner that 
did not comply with the state law. 

According to court documents, the teen "admitted 
to the police officers that he had fired shots at his 
neighbor's house with a BB rifle that was in his 
bedroom closet." 

Officers asked the son if there were more guns in 
the home, and he led them to his father's bedroom, 
where they found two cased guns under the bed. One 
was a shotgun fitted with a trigger lock and the other 
case held Runyan's semi-auto hunting rifle that was not 
locked. 
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"When the officers asked if there was any 
ammunition for these firearms, the son opened a 
dresser drawer that contained rifle rounds and shotgun 
shells," the court document detailed. 

Referring to the 2008 Heller ruling, a lower court 
had dismissed the charges against Runyan, but 
Massachusetts prosecutors appealed. The Heller 
opinion struck down the District of Columbia's gun 
law, which required trigger locks on long guns and 
prohibited handguns. The Massachusetts court held 
that state statute did not include an outright ban, and 
that the state does have the authority to regulate 
firearms. Significantly, the court based its opinion 
largely on the premise that, for the moment anyway, 
the Second Amendment has not been incorporated to 
the states through the 14th Amendment. 

The court also found that under existing statute, "an 
individual with a valid firearms identification card...is 
not obliged to secure or render inoperable a firearm 
while the individual carries it or while it remains 
otherwise under the individual's control. The New GUN 

WEEK, April 1, 2010 

 

69% of Americans tell pollster cities can't 

ban handguns 
An overwhelming majority of American adults 

believe that cities have no right to ban handguns, and 
that opinion has not changed much from earlier 
polling, according to a recent Rasmussen survey. 

Results of a telephone survey released by 
Rasmussen Reports in early March showed that 69% 
of the respondents believe the Chicago handgun ban—
currently being challenged in the Supreme Court by the 
Second Amendment Foundation (SAF) and Illinois 
State Rifle Association (ISRA)—violates the Second 
Amendment right to keep and bear arms. SAF 
Executive Vice President Alan Gottlieb said the poll 
results reinforce his organization's strenuous effort to 
overturn Chicago's ban, and SAF's successful 
challenges of bans in Seattle and San Francisco. 

"The Rasmussen survey clearly shows that 
Americans have grown weary of anti-gun municipal 
demagoguery," Gottlieb said. 

SAF attorney Alan Gura had filed the lawsuit 
against Chicago on the same day that the Supreme 
Court handed down its landmark Second Amendment 
ruling in District of Columbia v. Dick Anthony Heller 

in June 2008. A separate case was filed the following 

day by the National Rifle Association against Chicago 
and several suburbs. At one point during the appeals 
process in the Seventh Circuit, the cases had been 
combined, but when the high court granted a review, it 
took only the SAF/ISRA case. 

Confusion about the two cases has resulted in 
frequent press reports erroneously identifying the 
Supreme Court case—McDonald v. City of Chicago—

as the NBA's case. 
By interesting coincidence, the Rasmussen Reports 

survey became public the same week as the oral 
arguments. Rasmussen reported that only 25% of the 
respondents believe a city has the authority to ban 
handguns. The group said that this survey result is 
essentially unchanged from a June 2008 poll that was 
released just before the Supreme Court announced its 
ruling in Heller. 

"Sizeable majorities of Americans across virtually 
all demographic lines, including age, income, gender, 
race and political affiliation, share the belief that cities 
do not have the right to ban handgun ownership," 
Rasmussen noted. 

Rasmussen's latest survey found that 42% of the 
public believes tougher gun laws are needed, while 
49% say there is no need for stronger gun laws. Forty-
nine percent of women support stronger gun laws, but 
58% of male survey respondents reject that notion. 

Along political lines, acknowledged Democrats are 
more in favor of stricter gun laws (65%), while 65% of 
identified Republicans and 52% of unaffiliated voters 
oppose tougher gun laws. This suggested to Gottlieb 
that Democrats continue to be the "party of gun 
control" despite the party's insistence that it supports 
gun rights. 

"For years," Gottlieb said, "the antigun lobby has 
been claiming majority support for its agenda, but 
polling data like this new data from Rasmussen shows 
that the public is not about to surrender a significant 
civil right." The New GUN WEEK, April 1, 2010 

 

War dog wins bravery medal 
A British bomb-hunting dog, Treo, has been 

awarded the animal version of the Victoria Cross in 
Great Britain—for saving combat troops by sniffing 
out Taliban booby traps, according to a report in the 
Brtish newspaper The Sun. 

The heroic nine-year-old black labrador twice 
averted catastrophe by seeking out rigged devices with 
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his handler Sergeant Dave Heyhoe, the paper reported. 
And loyal Treo—who is now retired—was handed 

the highest honor for a military dog, the Dickin Medal, 
by United Kingdom animal charity PDSA. 

Devoted Treo saw frontline action patrolling with 
soldiers in Sangin, Afghanistan, in 2008—dashing into 
danger with his super-sensitive nose to sniff out deadly 
devices. 

And his handler hailed the four-legged bomb 
detector at the special ceremony at the Imperial War 
Museum, London. 

On Aug. 15, 2008, Treo found a deadly "daisy 
chain" of IEDs that had been hidden at the side of a 
path. 

And the gallant mutt repeated the feat just one 
month later—saving more troops from death or injury. 

Treo is the 63rd animal to receive the Dickin Medal 
and the 27th dog to receive the honor. 

Since its introduction it has also been presented to 
32 World War II messenger pigeons, three horses and 
one cat. The New GUN WEEK, April 1, 2010 

 

Browning holiday slowed 
One of the most revered gun designers in history 

won't be sharing a holiday with one of the most 
revered civil rights activists in history, according to 
The Provo Daily Herald. 

State Sen. Mark Madsen (R-Eagle Mountain) is 
proposing that John Moses Browning be awarded a 
full holiday in Utah. Because Madsen didn't want to try 
and add another paid holiday, his plan is to double up 
with an existing one. 

His first suggestion was Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day, which Utah celebrates on the third Monday in 
January. Browning's birthday is thought to be between 
Jan. 21-23, corresponding with that holiday. 

But the NAACP strongly objected to that proposal. 
Madsen said "The intent was never to go someplace 

where we weren't wanted." 
He's now looking at other holidays, including 

Veterans Day, Pioneer Day and Labor Day, and he is 
speaking to corresponding groups such as the LDS 
Church and AFL-CIO. The church declined to 
comment on the proposed legislation, the newspaper 
reported. 

Madsen said he was approached about the holiday 
because next year is the 100th anniversary of the 1911 
pistol. The New GUN WEEK, April 1, 2010 

 

Deputy shoots way out of job 
A Kentucky sheriff says a claustrophobic deputy 

has lost his job after accidentally locking himself in a 
jail cell and trying to shoot his way out of it, according 
to Associated Press. 

Adair County Sheriff Ralph Curry told WKYT-TV 
that no one was hurt when Charles Wright fired his 
weapon. 

It happened on Mar. 1, the first day a new $12 4 
million county judicial center was open to the public 
after more than a year of construction. 

Curry says the former deputy has claustrophobia 
and has agreed to pay for the damage he did to the 
cell. The New GUN WEEK, April 1, 2010 

 

Robber won't be talking 
Adding a new dimension to the term "Shooting his 

mouth off," convenience store clerk Samir Al-Madi of 
Deerfield Beach, FL, nearly did just that when a 
masked gunman wandered in on the evening of Mar. 5 
and demanded money. 

Instead, Al-Madi gave the would-be robber a nasty 
surprise, shooting him in the jaw. He fell down, tried 
to get up and for his troubles, was shot at several more 
times. The incident was captured on store security 
cameras. 

Now facing all kinds of legal trouble is robbery 
suspect Alexander Brown, described by the Sun 

Sentinel newspaper as a two-time loser who has been 
jailed twice in the past on drug charges in 2004 and 
burglary in 2008. This guy cannot seem to stay in 
circulation very long, and this time may be for the long 
haul because of Florida's "Three Strikes" law, which 
was upheld by the state Supreme Court in 2004. 

The newspaper said Al-Madi is a college student 
working in his father's business, the Snappy 
Convenience Store. He reportedly almost fainted after 
the shooting, and fortunately for him, a co-worker was 
on hand to grab the suspect's gun. 

Brown now faces charges of armed robbery and 
possession of a firearm by a convicted felon. The gun 
apparently was also altered somehow, so he faces an 
additional charge on that count. The New GUN WEEK, 

April 1, 2010 

 

School chief gets dunce cap 
A school superintendent in Montana has added a 
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fourth "R" to what should be taught in schools—
Responsibility—after he brought a muzzleloading rifle 
to an American history class and it discharged while he 
was handling it. 

The ball put a hole in the wall, and the discharge 
filled the classroom with blue smoke. According to the 
Associated Press, Supt. Dwain Haggard had the gun 
from his days as a Civil War re-enactor. The New GUN 

WEEK, April 1, 2010 

 

Media reaction to Chicago case court 

arguments had surprises 
In the wake of the Supreme Court's oral arguments 

in McDonald v. City of Chicago, there were some 
interesting, and even surprising, reactions from 
newspapers around the country. 

It took a day for most newspapers to wade through 
the written transcript of the oral arguments in the 
Second Amendment Foundation's case against the 
Chicago handgun ban, which was joined by the Illinois 
State Rifle Association and four Chicago residents—
Otis McDonald, Colleen and David Lawson, and 
Adam Orlov. Availability of audio transcripts was 
surprisingly delayed. 

Some reactions were predictable, while others were 
hardly that. 

Not surprisingly, the Chicago Sun-Times stuck to 
its anti-guns, observing in an editorial that "It's hard to 
argue with a man like Otis McDonald," but later 
adding, "come June...we urge the City Council to act 
boldly...Chicago could face a long and costly fight, but 
given the cost of inaction—more guns flooding our 
city—we see no alternative." 

Nor did the editorial writers at the antigun 
Philadelphia Inquirer, who lamented, "Now the top 
court's conservative voting bloc seems intent upon 
expanding the risk to other US cities by dismantling 
strong gun-violence safeguards. 

"Assuming that the court is willing to overturn 
century-old legal precedent to apply its ruling outside 
the nation's capital," The Inquirer stated, "it will be 
embarking on a social and legal experiment that's likely 
to play out across the chalk outlines on many cities' 
mean streets. Given the national plague of gun 
violence, that's simply the wrong course for the court." 

Other newspapers, however, see things much 
differently. The Leaf Chronicle in Clarksville, TN, 
noted, "Legal experts are predicting that the court will 

rule that Chicago's handgun ban is unconstitutional but 
still allow for some other state and local regulation of 
firearms. For instance, the court has upheld state laws 
that restrict convicted felons from firearms 
possession." 

The Leaf Chronicle concluded, "The bottom line is 
that Americans always have had a constitutional right 
to possess guns, and local and state governments 
should be much more limited than they have in the past 
in the limitations they can place on those rights." 

An eye-opener came from Investors Business Daily, 
which editorialized, "Otis McDonald, 76, an Army vet 
who lives in a high-crime area of Chicago, thinks the 
Constitution gives him the right to bear arms to 
protect himself and his wife as he protected his 
country. We think so too." 

Perhaps less surprising was the observation from 
the El Paso, TX, Times. After writing that, "A 
majority of the members of Congress say that the 
Chicago ban should be struck down. They are joined 
by the attorneys general of 37 states, including Texas." 
The newspaper also pointed to the opposition of 34 
California county prosecutors to the ban. 

"The extension of Second Amendment protections 
to state and local govern ments is the right thing to 
do," the El Paso newspaper stated. 

In Augusta, GA, the Chronicle offered the 
perspective that preventing law-abiding citizens from 
owning handguns because they are used in most 
homicides is "just silly." 

"As an Associated Press story noted," The 
Chronicle stated, "describing the view of one of the 
plaintiffs, a former police officer, the only people 'hurt 
by the city's handgun ban are those obeying it.' 

"Precisely," the Chronicle reasoned. "Nor is it legal 
or constitutional to allow cities and other units of 
government to interpret the Second Amendment any 
way they choose. They're not allowed to do that with 
any other amendment or other facet of the 
Constitution." 

Chicago Tribune columnist Steve Chapman seemed 
to have the firmest grasp in his city following the high 
court hearings. He detailed why the Chicago ban, and 
the one in the District of Columbia, were failures. 

"In the years following its ban," Chapman wrote 
about the District, "Washington did not generate a 
decline in gun murders. In fact, the number of killings 
rose by 156%—at a time when murders nationally 
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increased by just 32%. For a while, the city vied 
regularly for the title of murder capital of America. 

"Chicago followed a similar course," he continued. 
"In the decade after it outlawed handguns, murders 
jumped by 41%, compared with an 18% rise in the 
entire United States. 

"One problem is that the bans didn't actually have 
any discernible effect on the availability of guns to 
people with felonious intent," he explained. "As with 
drugs and hookers, when there is a demand for guns, 
there will always be a supply. 

"Who places the highest value on owning a 
firearm," Chapman questioned. "Criminals Who is least 
likely to fear being prosecuted for violating the law? 
Criminals. Who is most likely to have access to illicit 
dealers? You guessed it." The New GUN WEEK, April 1, 

2010 
 

NM governor Okays restaurant carry 
New Mexico Gov. Bill Richardson (D) has signed 

into law NRA-backed legislation, SB-40, sponsored by 
state Sen. George Munoz and state Rep. John Heaton. 
The measure allows concealed pistol licensees (CPLs) to 
protect themselves in restaurants licensed to serve beer 
and wine unless the establishments are posted off-
limits by the property owner or manager. 

Richardson signed the state's original right-to-carry 
law in 2003, and played a key role in this effort to 
improve self-defense laws in New Mexico by allowing 
SB-40 to be considered during the 30-day budget session. 

The measure received bipartisan support in each 
legislative chamber, passing the state Senate by a 
margin of 27-15 and the state House on a 54-12 vote. 
New Mexico is the 41st state to extend self-defense 
rights to restaurants. The New GUN WEEK, April 1, 2010 
 

Hindsight 
The vehicle you're driving can invite a police 

search 
by Joseph P. Tartaro, Executive Editor 

Can you really mind your own business on the road-
-always? And do it successfully enough to avoid major 
and costly problems? 

Whether you're driving for business or pleasure, 
going on a vacation or to the neighborhood store, or 
taking the kids to the dentist, you'd be surprised how a 
number of minor failings can lead to big problems, 

especially for gunowners—with varying degrees of 
risk, depending on state and local laws and the attitude 
of a particular member of the law enforcement 
community. 

Forget about major traffic violations like speeding 
and going through a red light. Those will almost 
always invite police attention and bring you face to 
face with the constabulary. But even small things can 
bring you to the scrutiny of police and, depending on a 
number of other factors you may not be able to 
control, a minor problem can soon become a major 
one, if the scrutiny becomes more thorough. 

Of course, in some states, having a pro-gun bumper 
sticker on your car can be enough to bring you to the 
attention of the police, and usually in those states, you 
can count on the police operating under a policy that is 
hostile to gunowners. New Jersey is the best example, 
according to my sources. 

But let's consider an example of as routine stop for 
a minor reason: if one of your brake lights doesn't 
work, even a single bulb in those little rear window 
arrays in many passenger vehicles, the police will have 
cause to stop you. Once you are stopped, other things 
can come to the attention of the office, deputy or 
trooper. 

If you are carrying a loaded firearm on your person 
or in your vehicle, even if you are doing so legally, that 
can pose a problem. In some states and jurisdictions, 
you are required by law to announce to a law 
enforcement officer that you are armed. In others, only 
if you are asked. 

Once a policeman knows he has stopped a person 
who is armed, the dynamic of the encounter changes—
no matter how pro-gun the officer may be. Now, he or 
she knows for sure that they have stopped and are in 
close proximity to a stranger who is armed or has a 
firearm within easy reach. The officer doesn't know 
anything about you—the stranger he or she has 
stopped, but they are likely to suddenly get edgy—
certainly more wary about their own life. 

Forget about getting argumentative or raising your 
voice. If there is just one of you and one of him or her, 
a change in the atmosphere has already taken place. A 
very routine traffic stop has suddenly become risky. 

Needless to say, with courtesy and respect on both 
sides, the stop doesn't have to be anything but routine. 
You may think you have been stopped without cause, 
but give the officer a chance to tell you why he 



 

 
Page 20

stopped you. There may be other reasons why you 
were pulled over. 

Perhaps the officer is on an alert you don't know 
about. Maybe looking for a car or truck the same 
color, make and model as yours—or maybe there's 
been a crime in the near vicinity—suddenly the officer 
is especially alert and likely to want to discuss more 
than your driver's license and vehicle registration. 

The minor, routine traffic stop can suddenly morph 
into something more serious, even if you think you are 
innocent of all fault. If that individual officer, deputy 
or trooper has had a particularly difficult shift or has 
had a bad day for personal reasons, he or she may push 
the envelope with respect to a routine stop. Getting a 
ticket or citation is only the smallest part of such an 
encounter. 

A visit to the pokey can result. And innocent or not, 
you are going to have to spend money on a lawyer. 

This column is not designed to discourage you from 
exercising your right to the means for self-defense 
under the laws governing the state in which you might 
be traveling. Rather it is a reminder that it is your 
obligation to know the law, particular if you are 
traveling through a state other than the one in which 
you are a legal resident. 

From time to time, Gun Week has come across 
stories in which people who thought they were legally 
armed suddenly found themselves with court problems 
that persisted for years. The latest example involves a 
decision in an Indiana Appeals Court related to 
suppression of evidence for an illegal substance that 
escalated from a stop for a burned out headlight. The 
final decision of the appeals court is welcome and 
reassuring, but the trouble and expense it cost the 
driver that was stopped is something that is not easily 
forgotten—especially because it could happen again in 
any other state. 

The early March Indiana Appeals court story's 
headline was: "Concealed carry not a license to be 
searched." Here are the details. 

Police may not search a vehicle merely because its 
driver has been issued a valid concealed carry permit, 
the Indiana Court of Appeals ruled on Mar. 4. A three 
judge appellate panel weighed the actions of 
Indianapolis Police Officer Danny Reynolds who 
pulled over Melvin Washington for driving with a 
burned-out headlight on Sept. 17, 2008 at 12:30am. 

On that morning, Reynolds first asked Washington 

whether he had a gun, and Washington said he had one 
under his seat. Washington also carried a valid 
concealed carry permit. At this point, Reynolds 
ordered Washington out of the car and handcuffed him 
so that he could conduct a search under the seat of 
Washington's vehicle. Reynolds spotted a small bag of 
marijuana and issued Washington a court summons for 
possession of the marijuana and a ticket for the defec-
tive headlight. Washington was then released with his 
handgun placed in the trunk of his vehicle, unloaded. 

Washington moved to have the evidence against 
him on the drug charge suppressed because the 
warrantless search, he argued, violated the Fourth 
Amendment protection against unreasonable searches. 
A lower court disagreed, insisting that "officer safety" 
justified the search. But the court of appeals did not 
agree. 

"In the present case, prior to the search for the 
handgun, Officer Reynolds did not express any 
concerns for officer safety," Judge James S. Kirsch 
wrote for the majority. "Although Washington 
admitted that a handgun was present inside of the car, 
he was at all times totally cooperative with Officer 
Reynolds The testimony at the suppression hearing 
indicated that, during the traffic stop, Washington 
made no furtive movements, answered the officer's 
questions, and showed no disrespect to the officer. At 
the time he searched for the handgun, Officer Reynolds 
had no information that any crime or violation of law 
had been or was about to be committed, except for the 
inoperable headlight infraction. Further, at the 
suppression hearing, Officer Reynolds did not testify 
that he had any specific concern for officer safety 
during his traffic stop of Washington." 

Because no legitimate safety exception to the 
Fourth Amendment applied in this case, the court ruled 
the search was improper. Judge Melissa S. May added 
in a concurring opinion that the majority's ruling 
created a subjective element—cooperation—that could 
serve as a loophole allowing searches. To solve this 
problem, May cited the US Supreme Court case 
Arizona v. Gant where a warrantless vehicle search 
was overturned because the suspect had no access to 
his car. 

"While we are dealing here with a traffic stop, 
rather than an arrest, the fact remains that Washington, 
like Gant, was removed from his car and handcuffed," 
May wrote. "Accordingly, Washington's statement 
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there was a gun under his seat simply could not justify 
a search of his car based on concern for officer safety." 
The New GUN WEEK, April 1, 2010 
 

Flordia mom files civil suit over self-defense 

death of son 
A Tampa, FL, woman has filed a wrongful death 

lawsuit against the man who shot her son in February 2008 
in what authorities later ruled was self-defense. 

According to the St. Petersburg Times, Ruby 
Landes, mother of slain 24-year-old Casey Landes, is 
seeking damages in excess of $15,000 from Charles 
Podany and the Bay Hills Village condo association in 
Thonotosassa. Podany fatally shot on Feb. 29, 2008 at 
the village two years ago, and a judge dismissed a charge of 
manslaughter last September. 

The newspaper said Podany was riding a bicycle near 
his home when he asked a man at the wheel of a fast-
moving pickup truck to slow down. Landes was a passenger 
in the truck, and he got out and started beating the 49-
year-old Podany, who fell to the ground. 

The attack continued as Landes reportedly jumped on 
top of the fallen Podany, who drew a .40-caliber Glock 
pistol and shot the younger man in the head. Podany has told 
the newspaper that he was the victim, and he is upset that the 
lawsuit contends Landes died unnecessarily. 

The newspaper said a toxicology report showed Landes 
had a blood alcohol content of 0.28, which is much higher 
than 0.08, the legal level of impairment under Florida 
statute. The New GUN WEEK, April 1, 2010 

 

Fed gun policy responsible for gun death? 
Some gun rights activists have been blaming a 

federal law against carrying guns into a post office for 
the tragic death of a 10-year-old Florida boy who 
found his father's pistol in the console of a car, where 
the man left it when he had to go into a post office. 

According to the Florida Sun Sentinel and Miami 
Herald, the gun belonged to Randy Reddick Jr. He had 
stopped at the post office and placed his .40-caliber 
Glock in the console. One of his sons found the gun 
and accidentally shot his brother in the face. The 
youngster died at the scene. 

The elder Reddick is licensed to carry, the 
newspapers said. He had to slip the gun out of its 
holster and into the console because of the post office 
gun prohibition. It is prohibited by law for a private 
citizen to carry a gun into any federal building. The New 

GUN WEEK, April 1, 2010 

 

Brit innkeeper chases away burglars with 

shotgun bluff 
A British innkeeper is making headlines in the 

United Kingdom for having bluffed a pair of burglars 
with an unloaded shotgun, and then chasing them 
down the road. 

Simon Thomas, proprietor at The Anchor Inn at 
Barcombe in east Sussex, became something of an 
overnight hero when his story was reported in The 

Telegraph of London. According to the report, the 
unidentified would-be robbers were discovered by 
Thomas at about 2 a.m. on the morning of Mar. 6. He 
was awakened and looked outside to see the pair 
loading his belongings in their vehicle. 

Thomas is a veteran hunter and has several licensed 
firearms, and he grabbed a shotgun. In a confrontation 
with the burglars, Thomas reportedly yelled at them 
"Do not move, I have got a loaded gun on you." 

In fact, however, the gun was not loaded, but that 
did not stop the robbers from begging for their lives, 
and removing their loot from the car. They had loaded 
several mountain bikes, the newspaper said. 

Thomas also reportedly fooled the outlaws into 
believing he had summoned the police, but again, that 
was a ruse. The robbers hopped in their emptied 
vehicle and sped away, with Thomas following them in 
his Land Rover. He gave up the chase when he lost 
them on the streets of Barcombe. 

The innkeeper told the newspaper that his 
daughters, Holly, 12, and Toby, 14, were both asleep 
in the residence when the caper unfolded. 

"If push came to shove," he said, "I would have 
opened fire." 

It is not clear how he might have done that with an 
unloaded shotgun. 

"I don't want people to think I'm some gun nut," he 
said, "but I was prepared to do pretty much whatever 
it would take. I would not hesitate to do it again to 

protect my children and my livelihood." 
Police in Sussex acknowledged that it took officers 

50 minutes to respond, and that by the time they 
arrived, there was no trace of the bad guys. This 
happened despite the dispatcher alert that said this 
crime required an immediate response. The New GUN 

WEEK, April 1, 2010 
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Brady Campaign, WA CeaseFire push anti-

Starbucks campaign 
by Dave Workman, Senior Editor 

The Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence and its 

colleagues at Washington CeaseFire have ratcheted up their 

campaign to force Starbucks Coffee to ban legally-armed 

private citizens from their coffee shops around the country. 

Starbucks shops, especially in the West, have seen an 

increased business lately from armed citizens, both open-

carrying and carrying their handguns concealed. Anti-

gunners have been complaining that these armed customers 

make it dangerous for other Starbucks patrons, and that 

they disturb the "tranquility" of these establishments. 

Early in March, representatives from the Brady 

Campaign and CeaseFire held a press conference in Seattle, 

WA—home of Starbucks—at a downtown city park. They 

trumpeted the fact that more than 28,000 people have signed 

an on-line petition calling on Starbucks to ban armed 

customers from their shops. Gun rights activists were there 

to heckle and offer an opposing viewpoint. 

Three other commercial chains, Peet's Coffee & Tea, 

Buckhorn Grill and California Pizza Kitchen have suc-

cumbed to pressure from the anti-gun lobby to bar open 

carry of firearms in their establishments. 

Starbucks, on the other hand, has steadfastly held a 

position that it has security measures in place and that it 

adheres to state and local laws on firearms. That doesn't 

bode well with gun control advocates including Washington 

CeaseFire President Ralph Fascitelli, a transplant from the 

Northeast who now lives in Seattle. He told the Associated 

Press that guns in coffee shops are a violation of "societal 

sanctuaries." 

"People go to Starbucks for an escape," he insisted, "just 

so they can get peace. But people walk in with open-carry 

guns and it destroys the tranquility." 

Gun rights activists see the Brady effort against 

Starbucks as a publicity stunt to boost the group's exposure 

at a time when gun control has lost political momentum, and 

groups such as the Brady Campaign appear to have lost 

relevancy. In addition, there are concerns that this campaign 

pushes social bigotry against law-abiding gunowners who 

are hurting nobody. They note that such efforts are designed 

to limit the number of places where an armed citizen may go 

without being asked to leave. 

Fascitelli told a small crowd of supporters that armed 

citizens in coffee shops pose a danger to other customers 

Some protesters brought children with signs, a move that 

drew criticism from gun activists. The New GUN WEEK, 

April 1, 2010 

 

IN lawmakers approve bill for guns at work 

A bill prohibiting Indiana employers from banning guns 

on their properties is one step from becoming state law. 

The Indiana House of Representatives and Senate 

approved a final version of House Bill 1065 on Mar. 4, 

making the legislation eligible for the governor's signature, 

according to The South Bend Tribune. 

HB-1065 makes it illegal for businesses to forbid their 

employees from keeping guns outside in their cars as long as 

the vehicle is locked and the firearm is stored out of sight. It 

does not prevent employers from banning guns inside the 

workplace. 

Several types of workplaces are exempted from the 

rules. Employers will still be able to ban guns from parking 

lots at schools, child-care facilities, domestic-violence 

shelters, jails, private residences, chemical facilities subject 

to federal anti-terrorism standards, nuclear facilities, 

investor-owned utilities' generation and transmission 

facilities, and in personal vehicles used to transport people 

with developmental disabilities. 

Rep. Robert Bischoff (D-Lawrenceburg) sponsored 

HB-1065, while Sen. Johnny Nugent (R-Lawrenceburg) 

carried the bill in the state Senate. Nugent is a board 

member of the National Rifle Association. 

The House voted 74-24 to approve the final version of 

the bill, and the Senate voted 41-9 in favor of it. The New 

GUN WEEK, April 1, 2010 
 

Chicago mayor renews push for more state 

gun control 
Facing what may be a Supreme Court nullification 

of the 28-year-old handgun ban he has stringently 
defended, 

Chicago Mayor Richard Daley is continuing to push 
restrictive gun laws in the Illinois state capitol in 
Springfield. 

According to the Chicago Tribune, Daley wants 
new laws to tighten up gun sales in Illinois, and he also 
wants to make life even tougher for armed criminals 

The newspaper reported about a Daley press 
conference in which he appeared next to a table loaded 
with guns that had been confiscated by Chicago police. 
He used the opportunity to fire verbal shots at the gun 
rights organizations that pushed the lawsuit against 
Chicago which is now being considered by the high 
court. That lawsuit, McDonald v. City of Chicago, was 
filed by the Second Amendment Foundation and 
Illinois State Rifle Association, and four individual 
Chicago residents. 

The National Rifle Association filed a separate 
lawsuit against Chicago and neighboring Oak Park. 
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"The aggressiveness of the gun advocates is just 
one reason it's more important than ever that we work 
for common-sense gun laws focused on stopping the 
flow of illegal guns into our communities and keeping 
the guns out of the hands of the criminals," Daley said. 

ISRA Executive Vice President Richard Pearson 
said that his group opposes Daley's new initiatives. 
Instead of reducing crime, Pearson said Daley's 
proposals would simply make it tougher for law-
abiding citizens to purchase guns. 

"It provides a smokescreen for the mayor and many 
of the aldermen," Pearson observed, "so they don't 
have to deal with the real problems in Chicago." 

Daley wants background checks on all private 
firearm transactions, and he also wants to ban semi-
automatic modern sporting rifles. He also wants a one-
per month limit on handgun purchases, and he wants 
knowingly selling a gun to a known gang member to 
become a Class 1 felony. 

Further, Daley wants a law that requires 
microstamping on new guns, claiming that this would 
make it easier to trace guns used in crimes. 

Daley's latest effort began almost simultaneously 
with the publication of a column in The Tribune by 
Steve Chapman that declared the Windy City's 
handgun ban to be "pointless." Recalling the history of 
this ban, and the one in Washington, DC, that was 
struck down by the 2008 Heller ruling, Chapman noted 
that its proponents expected the result to be a decline 
in homicide. In his words, "the policy turned out to be 
a comprehensive dud." 

"One problem is," Chapman explained, "that the 
bans didn't actually have any discernible effect on the 
availability of guns to people with felonious intent." 

In Chicago, the columnist revealed, "In the decade 
after it outlawed handguns, murders jumped by 41%, 
compared with an 18% rise in the entire United 
States." The New GUN WEEK, April 1, 2010 

 

Legally armed TN stepfather ends parking 

lot knife attack 
An armed citizen is credited with stopping a bizarre 

knife attack in Memphis, TN, in early March when the 
59-year-old perpetrator lunged at the man in the 
parking lot of a convenience store and was fatally shot. 

According to the Memphis Police Department, the 
dead man was identified as David Clay. The man who 
shot him is 25-year-old Arlandis Horton, who was 

trying to drive out of the parking lot with his two step-
daughters in the car as the incident unfolded. Horton 
has a Tennessee concealed carry permit. 

WREG in Memphis reported that the man chased 
several customers in the parking lot at the Family 
Dollar store. Armed with a butcher knife, Clay 
allegedly "raced through the parking lot just after 3 
p.m." on March 5. 

One witness, identified as Brandon Jones, told the 
news crew, "He (the shooter) had his two step-
daughters in the car with him, so he really was trying 
to look out for them when he shot (Clay)." 

Jones said he heard several shots, and then 
observed the perpetrator on the ground, the knife still 
in his hand. 

According to the police department's website, in 
2008—the most recent year for which data is 
available—the city recorded 168 homicides. 

The man who fired the fatal shots appeared to have 
fired in self-defense, according to witnesses. 

"He did the right thing by taking care of his 
business," Jones told WREG. "The girls are safe." The 

New GUN WEEK, April 1, 2010 
 

OH homeowner defends home; newsies 

label robber a `victim' 
by Chad D. Baus 

A north Toledo homeowner and concealed handgun 
license (CHL)-holder was the victim of an attempted 
home robbery last week(of February), and yet in an 
article covering the homeowner's act of defending 
himself and shooting two intruders, the Toledo Blade 

refers only to the dead robber as a "victim." 
From the story: 
"Toledo police Sunday identified the victim of 

Saturday night's fatal shooting on Galena Street in 
North Toledo as Christopher Childress, 21, of North 
Toledo. 

"Sgt. William Wauford said Mr. Childress was shot 
once in the chest when he was confronted by the 
homeowner, whom police declined to immediately 
identify over `concerns about his safety.' 

"The resident had just arrived home at 811 Galena 
St. about 8:30 p.m. and saw signs that his home had 
been burglarized. 

"Investigators say two other people may have been 
inside at the time and a second person may have been 
wounded, Sergeant Wauford said. 
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"Sergeant Wauford said the homeowner had a 
revolver and used it to shoot at the intruders. The 
shooting occurred toward the rear of the home on the 
first floor. 

" `He (the resident) had just come home when he 
saw some lights on' and noticed the house was in 
disarray, the sergeant said. 

" `He was within his rights to have the weapon,' 
Sergeant Wauford told the Blade, also noting that 
homeowner has a CHL. 

"After he was shot, Mr. Childress ran from the 
home and collapsed near Galena and Michigan streets. 
He was taken to Mercy St. Vincent Medical Center, 
where he was pronounced dead at 9:07 p.m. 

"Police said the victim lived in the area where the 
shooting occurred but they did not release his address. 

"Earlier yesterday, friends and family members of 
the shooting victim placed candles and left written 
messages on a poster where he fell. The New GUN WEEK, 

April 1, 2010 
 

Vic•tim[Vik-tim] -noun, 1. a person who suffers 

from a destructive or injurious action or agency. 

"Officers went to at least two addresses on North 
Ontario Street as they looked for another person who 
may have been shot. 

"Sergeant Wauford said police were following up 
on a report that a second person went to a hospital for 
treatment, but police did not have an identity. 

"Chris Bacome, who lives two doors away, said he 
heard gunshots and then saw the victim run west 
before collapsing near the corner of Galena and 
Michigan Street. 

" `It looked like some kids tried to break into the 
house and then I heard gunshots,' Mr. Bacome said 
(according to the newspaper). `He went down right 
over there and the police came and they were doing 
CPR on him He wasn't moving when they took him 
away in an ambulance.' " 

Under Ohio's Castle Doctrine law, if someone 
unlawfully enters an occupied home or temporary 
habitation, or occupied car, citizens have an initial 
presumption that they may act in self defense, and will 
not be second-guessed by the state. 

The Toledo Blade, which prohibits its newspaper 
carriers from exercising their right to self-defense even 
after several instances where employees suffered rape 
and or aggravated robbery, has editorialized against 

concealed carry both before and after it became law. 
One editorial board member went so far as theorize on 
how he would disarm the entire American population. 
(As if on cue, the Blade's latest editorial, "Get a handle 
on guns," is a rant against HB203, Ohio's restaurant 
carry bill.) The anti-gun views of writers at the Blade 
have clearly crept into this news article, which refers to 
the perpetrator as the "victim" no less than four times. 

In a follow-up article, the Blade notes that the 
homeowner who was victimized in this home robbery 
has been a guard at the Toledo Correctional Institute 
since 2000. 

According to the updated report, police say there 
were three robbers in the home. Two have been 
identified: Childress and Michael Brown, 19, a man 
with a lengthy criminal record. Brown also suffered 
gunshot wounds, and has been arrested. 

Emergency dispatchers were still on the line as the 
homeowner fired his gun. Deputy Chief Derrick Diggs 
is quoted as saying "based on the investigation, and the 
interview with the homeowner, the investigation 
determined that this individual should not be charged." 
The New GUN WEEK, April 1, 2010 

 

*************************************************

** 

SAF --NEWS RELEASE 

 

GLOATING OVER COURT RULING IN 

'HELLER II' REVEALS BRADY 

CAMPAIGN'S GUN BAN PHILOSOPHY 
 
By Alan Gottlieb and Dave Workman 
[4/05/2010] Following the dismissal of a second lawsuit 

against the District of Columbia by Dick Anthony Heller in U.S. 

District Court (his first lawsuit resulted in the 2008 Heller 

ruling), the Brady Campaign for the Prevention of Gun Violence 

was a little too quick on the trigger in its press release 

applauding Judge Ricardo M. Urbina's decision. 

Brady Campaign President Paul Helmke, who has garnered 

quite a bit of self-created publicity lately in his war against 

Starbucks Coffee, admitted quite by accident that his 

organization still believes in banning entire classes of firearms, 

despite the 2008 Supreme Court ruling in District of Columbia 

v. Heller that such bans would not pass constitutional muster. 

But that doesn't matter to the Brady Bunch. Their agenda 

has always been one of gun prohibition, not control. The kinds 

of controls they consider "common sense" are so Draconian in 

nature that they actually discourage firearms ownership, and 

lower the civil right to keep and bear arms to the level of a 

highly-regulated privilege. 



 

 
Page 25

Helmke admonished politicians and legislatures "at all 

levels" to "stop using the Second Amendment as an excuse for 

inaction" against what the anti-gun lobby has cleverly dubbed 

"gun violence." (After all, what is the difference between "gun 

violence" and any other kind of criminal violence that results in 

someone being injured or killed? Is someone any less dead if 

they are stabbed, strangled, burned or bludgeoned? Helmke's 

crew has never explained that, but evidently they think there is a 

difference.) 

Millions of Americans understand that the Second 

Amendment is not "an excuse" for anything. Law-abiding 

citizens are not "hiding behind" a constitutional guarantee when 

they oppose the imposition of extremist regulations like those 

adopted in the District of Columbia, which Helmke finds so 

reasonable. These regulations include an onerous registration 

process requiring a ballistics check of the handgun, a written 

test and proof of good eyesight. 

District regulations also ban so-called "assault weapons," the 

definition of which has become so nebulous over the years that 

just about any firearm someone does not like could fall within its 

scope, particularly if it is a semiautomatic. The Brady group is 

just fine with that; they think it is a grand idea. Helmke says the 

aforementioned politicians and legislatures "should follow the 

District's example and pass the strong, common sense gun laws 

Americans need and demand to protect their communities." 

The Brady Campaign has been disingenuous at best over the 

years. It was on the losing side in the Heller case, but 

subsequently turned around and claimed that since there is an 

individual right to keep and bear arms, and the door has been 

left open to "reasonable regulation," then it is reasonable, in 

their opinion, to essentially regulate gun ownership into 

extinction. The right would still exist, but exercising it would 

become a regulatory nightmare. 

The Brady Campaign is not now, nor has it ever been, to 

"prevent gun violence." Their campaign has always been to 

prevent gun ownership. 

 

REPORT CONFIRMS MORE GUNS = 

LESS CRIME;  

NO PUBLIC SAFETY THREAT, SAYS 

SAF 
 

3/24/2010 - BELLEVUE, WA - A report published by 

MSNBC.com confirms "everything gun rights groups have been 

saying for years, that more armed citizens does not equate to 

increased violence, and actually coincides with a reduction in 

homicides," the Second Amendment Foundation said today. 

The on-line news agency this morning released an 

investigative report that record numbers of American citizens 

are now legally carrying firearms for personal protection. Yet, 

the report also reveals that homicide rates have declined 

dramatically during a period when gun sales have skyrocketed. 

Further, the report noted that Washington, DC with its extreme 

gun control has the highest murder rate in the nation, while 

Utah, with very liberal gun laws, has the lowest rate. 

"This is further evidence that everything the gun 

prohibitionists have been claiming and predicting over the past 

two decades has been fundamentally fraudulent," said SAF 

Executive Vice President Alan M. Gottlieb. "They have 

repeatedly argued that more guns will equate to more crime and 

more firearms deaths, and MSNBC.com just let the air out of 

their sails with this exhaustive and well-balanced report." 

Gottlieb said the public "has gradually, but steadily come to 

the realization that the gun ban lobby has built its campaign of 

citizen disarmament on a mountain of falsehoods, one heaped 

on top of another." 

"This is why," he said, "anti-gun groups have lost their 

momentum and their credibility. They failed to gain traction 

even with a Democrat-controlled Congress and an anti-gun 

White House. They are so desperate for attention that they have 

now declared war on private businesses just to generate 

publicity. Their high-profile campaign of hysteria against 

Starbucks for complying with state laws that allow concealed 

and open carry in their coffee shops is based on an issue they 

fabricated just to grab headlines and television face time, and 

the public knows it. 

"Every restrictive gun law, every ban, every gun-free-zone 

they have advocated and defended have one thing in common," 

Gottlieb concluded. "They gave us a body count. The 

MSNBC.com report suggests America has had enough." 

 
*************************************************

** 
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Obama Pushing Another Radical Anti-

gunner to the Federal Bench 

 

"Liu believes that judges have the authority to impose their 

views... using clever verbal camouflage to disguise what they're 

doing." -- Ed Whelan, a one-time clerk to Justice Antonin Scalia 

and now president of the Ethics and Public Policy Center 

(3/4/10) 

 

Monday, March 29, 2010--Imagine a judicial candidate that is 

so far to the left that even Obama's Chief of Staff, Rahm 

Emmanuel, is hesitant to push him forward.  

Imagine a liberal law professor that not only fails to meet the 

ABA's basic requirements for a federal judge, but is so green 

behind the ears that it appears the only reason he is being 

nominated to the federal courts is because he served as part of 

President Obama's transition team.  

If you can imagine such a leftist candidate, then you would 

be thinking of Goodwin Liu, the President's recent nominee for 

the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit. 
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Liu is the Associate Dean and Professor of Law at the ultra-

left UC Berkeley School of Law.  Only 39 years old, he comes 

nowhere near fulfilling the ABA's standards for a judge. 

But what he lacks in experience, he makes up for in radical 

liberalism.  In a recent book that he co-authored, Liu says that, 

"Applications of constitutional text and principles must be open 

to adaptation and change... as the conditions and norms of our 

society become ever more distant from those of the Founding 

generation." 

Got it?  Like many radical progressives, Liu believes that our 

rights are constantly evolving.  The Second Amendment might 

have been necessary in the 1700s, he believes, but now those 

rights are no longer necessary.   

 

In Liu's world, there would be no gun rights 

Noted author David Kopel cites a law journal article of Liu's 

where he criticizes the Supreme Court for declaring two gun 

control laws as unconstitutional -- the Brady Law's unfunded 

mandate and the Gun-Free School Zones Act.   

Liu said that Supreme Court cases like these did "damage" to 

civil rights and "upset settled understandings of congressional 

power."  What?!  Striking down gun control laws does damage 

to civil rights?  Well, let's be clear:  the Court did upset 

someone's "settled" understanding of things, but it was the 

LIBERAL'S misunderstanding of the Constitution.  

By the way, Liu co-authored the 2002 law journal article 

with then-Senator Hillary Clinton... which should tell us all we 

need to know about Liu's liberal, anti-gun views! 

 

Rights evolve over time? 

The bottom line is that Liu would not be a stickler for the 

Constitution if he were to sit on the appellate court. 

"It becomes pretty clear why 'originalism' and 'strict 

construction' don't make a lot of sense," Liu said in an interview 

promoting his book. "The Framers deliberately chose... broad 

words so they would be adaptable to new challenges over time." 

No wonder that the ranking Republican member of the 

Senate Judiciary Committee, Jeff Sessions (R-AL), spoke out so 

forcefully against the nomination of Goodwin Liu:  

I am very disappointed by President Obama's nomination of 

Professor Goodwin Liu to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 

Ninth Circuit....   

Instead of nominating an individual who has demonstrated 

an impartial commitment to following the Constitution and the 

rule of law, President Obama has selected someone far outside 

the mainstream of American jurisprudence.  Professor Liu 

believes that judges should look to "evolving norms and social 

understandings" in interpreting the Constitution, he has a 

history of advocating for racial preferences, and he served on the 

Board of the directors of the ACLU. 

 

ACTION:  Please urge your two Senators to oppose Obama's 

appointment of Goodwin Liu, the latest anti-gun liberal to be 

picked for the federal courts.  You can use the Gun Owners 

Legislative Action Center at 

http://www.gunowners.org/activism.htm to send your legislators 

the pre-written e-mail message below.  

 

----- Pre-written letter ----- 

Dear Senator: 

 

I oppose the nomination of Goodwin Liu, the President's 

recent nominee for the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth 

Circuit. 

Liu is an anti-gun, radical leftist who doesn't even meet the 

ABA's basic requirements for a federal judge, as he has neither 

practiced law for 12 years, nor has he any experience as a trial 

lawyer. 

Liu believes that our rights are constantly evolving... which 

is why I'm very concerned about his Second Amendment views.  

He co-authored a law journal article in 2002 with then-Senator 

Hillary Clinton, wherein he criticizes the Supreme Court for 

declaring two gun control laws as unconstitutional -- the Brady 

Law's unfunded mandate and the Gun-Free School Zones Act.   

Leftists like Liu think our gun rights might have been 

necessary in the 1700s, but are no longer necessary today.  I 

agree with Senator Jeff Sessions' critique of Liu, as the latter 

mistakenly thinks that judges should look to "evolving norms 

and social understandings" in interpreting the Constitution. 

I vehemently oppose this view and hope you will vote against 

any nominee who doesn't stand strong on the Bill of Rights. 

 

Please oppose Goodwin Liu. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Help GOA Repeal Anti-gun 

ObamaCare! 

 

Monday, March 22, 2010--Well, it was a long, hard fight.   

You spent nearly a year working with GOA to kill the anti-

gun ObamaCare bill, even though much of the time, people were 

saying that its passage was inevitable ... that it was going to pass 

no matter what we did.   

But as you know, it wasn't inevitable, and we almost beat the 

anti-gun legislation that passed last night.  By 4 pm yesterday, 

House Majority Leader Nancy Pelosi still did not have enough 

votes to pass this monstrosity! 

If you were watching the "sausage making" on Sunday -- or 

have been listening to the news today -- you know that we 

narrowly lost the battle over ObamaCare.  [Click here to see how 

your Representative voted.] 

That's the bad news.  The good news is that we only lost a 

battle... for the war is not over.  Here's what your GOA is doing 

to stall ObamaCare in its tracks: 

 

* Gun Owners of America has been working in Virginia to 

pass legislation that will exempt citizens from purchasing 

ObamaCare.  This legislation has passed both houses and is now 

sitting on Governor Bob McDonnell's desk.  He is expected to 

sign this bill tomorrow, making the Old Dominion the first state 

to take such an action.  Other states are looking to follow 
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Virginia's example, and you can be sure that GOA will be 

involved in those states, as well. 

* GOA is ready to assist the 38 states which are now 

planning to file suit against the anti-gun health care law as soon 

as the President signs it tomorrow.  Over ten years ago, GOA 

helped Sheriffs Richard Mack and Jay Printz sue the federal 

government after the Brady Law required law enforcement to 

run background checks.  You may remember that in Printz v. 

U.S. (1997), the Supreme Court ruled in our favor.  We will now 

try to parlay that victory and make the same case here, namely, 

that the federal government can not force state authorities to act 

on its behest.   

* Finally, GOA is committed to targeting the sell-out 

congressmen who turned a deaf ear to your letters, phone calls 

and emails.  For almost a year, Gun Owners of America has 

been the ONLY gun group at the national level working to kill 

this legislation.  Some thought this was an impossible battle... 

but what they don't realize is that even though we narrowly lost, 

the fight has been well-worth the effort. 

 

Why?  Because the sleeping giant has been awakened... the 

American people have been radicalized and they are ready to 

kick the bums out of office.  This sentiment would not have 

happened if we had remained silent and had sat on our hands. 

So with your help, we will make legislators pay for their 

arrogance in November!  

But to do all of this, we are going to need your help.  Will 

you stand with us? 

We need 100% participation from our members to help make 

a difference.  We realize that times are tough, so even if you can 

spare only a few dollars, would you please help us take on the 

giant Obama-machine? 

 

Please go to the GOA website and tell us you'll be part of this 

effort to repeal ObamaCare.  At 

http://gunowners.org/ordergoamem.htm you can contribute to 

GOA. 

 

Thank you.  Every little bit helps! 

 

*************************************************** 

NSSF Bullet Points 

4/05/2010 

Key Findings from NSSF/Harris 

Poll 
TARGET SHOOTING, HOME DEFENSE TOP-

RANKED . . . A new National Shooting Sports Foundation 

poll conducted by Harris Interactive found that more Americans 

are target shooting now than six months ago, and that "home 

and personal defense" were the main reasons Americans 

recently purchased firearms. The poll also showed that 43 

percent of respondents, which equates to nearly 98 million 

people, expressed some level of interest in participating in the 

shooting sports or hunting. The online survey was conducted 

March 16-18 by Harris Interactive, which performs periodic 

surveys for NSSF on shooting and hunting participation. The 

questions were asked of general population adults 18 and over. 

View key findings from the NSSF/Harris poll. 

 

Industry News 
• MARCH BACKGROUND CHECKS ON 

FIREARM SALES . . . Data released by the FBI's 

National Instant Criminal Background Check System 

(NICS) reported 1,300,100 checks in March 2010, 

ranking the month the second highest March (fifth 

highest month overall) for most NICS checks. This 

figure, while being a 3.3 percent decrease from the 

1,345,096 checks conducted in March 2009 -- the early 

stage of an ongoing surge in firearms and ammunition 

sales -- is an increase of 24.9 percent over checks in 

March 2008. The total number of background checks 

reported since the beginning of NICS is 113,680,372. 

• XS SIGHT SYSTEMS NEWEST FIRST 

SHOTS SPONSOR . . . When new shooters step 

up to the firing line in NSSF's First Shots® program, 

they'll be able to quickly acquire an accurate sight 

picture thanks to the program's newest sponsor, XS 

Sight Systems, which has pledged its support for First 

Shots through 2010. "XS Sights is proud to be affiliated 

with the First Shots program," said Dave Biggers, vice 

president, sales and marketing. "I don't think anyone in 

our industry would disagree that bringing new shooters 

into our fold is our best bet to continue our traditions of 

hunting, target and recreational shooting." Read the 

NSSF news release. 

• FREEDOM GROUP TO RELOCATE 

MARLIN FIREARMS PRODUCTION . . . 
As was reported in last week's Bullet Points, the 

Freedom Group is planning to close its Marlin 

Firearms facility in North Haven, Conn. In a press 

release last week, the Freedom Group said it is 

evaluating several relocation options and will announce 

the future production site of Marlin firearms when a 

final decision is made. "As competition in today's 

global marketplace remains intense, consolidation of 

our manufacturing processes and operating systems 

allow us to provide Marlin customers with the highest 

quality products at competitive prices," said Ted 

Torbeck, Freedom Group CEO. "We are committed to 

the Marlin brand, its core product offerings and 

bringing innovative new Marlin firearms to our 

customers." 

• IN WAKE OF MARLIN 

ANNOUNCEMENT, NSSF CALLS FOR 

SUPPORT FAET BILL . . . Following last week' 

announcement that the Marlin Firearms factory will be 

leaving Connecticut and taking with it hundreds of 

jobs, NSSF issued a press release renewing earlier calls 

for Sens. Joseph Lieberman (D-Conn.) and Chris Dodd 

(D-Conn.) to co-sponsor bi-partisan legislation (S. 632) 
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that would rectify a longstanding inequity in the 

collection of the firearms and ammunition excise tax 

(FAET). The legislation would simply change the 

payment schedule from bi-weekly to quarterly, which is 

more business friendly. "Connecticut is the birthplace 

of America's firearms industry and as such it is 

troubling that our senators continue to sit idly by while 

major employers in the state like Remington, 

Winchester and now Marlin leave, taking with them 

hundreds of well-paying jobs that Connecticut workers 

relied upon to support their families and pay taxes," 

said NSSF Senior Vice President and General Counsel 

Lawrence G. Keane. "With the closing of Marlin 

Firearms, now would be a good time for both 

Connecticut senators to champion S. 632, bi-partisan, 

pro-growth and commonsense legislation." 

• MODERN SPORTING RIFLES AT THE 

SHOT SHOW . . . The Law Enforcement segment 

of the SHOT Show has steadily grown, but that is 

certainly not the only place on the show floor where 

modern sporting rifles are on display. Read the NSSF-

written article in the second edition of "AR Guns & 

Hunting" that gives an indication of MSRs' prominence 

at the 2010 SHOT Show, as well as the following 

article that indicates how SHOT Show revenue benefits 

the hunting and shooting sports. 

• DON'T LIE CAMPAIGN TO LAUNCH IN 

EL PASO AND LAS CRUCES . . . As gun 

control proponents around the country continue to 

exploit Mexican drug cartel-related violence to advance 

their policy agenda in Congress, NSSF is continuing to 

cooperate with law enforcement by launching a multi 

city expansion of the "Don't Lie for the Other Guy" 

anti-straw purchasing campaign. This Wednesday 

Don't Lie will launch in El Paso (Texas) and Las 

Cruces (New Mexico). "Despite the fact that the vast 

majority of the firepower used by the cartels does NOT 

come from the United States, we have spent hundreds 

of thousands of dollars in 2009 alone to bring the 

message of Don't Lie to cities throughout the 

Southwest," said NSSF Senior Vice President and 

General Counsel Lawrence G. Keane. "We look 

forward to continuing this effort in El Paso and Las 

Cruces." Learn more about Don't Lie for the Other Guy, 

how to obtain a free retailer tool kit and view and 

download the public service announcement 

at www.dontlie.org. Read the latest post from Keane 

Insights addressing the false claim that American 

firearms are responsible for cartel-related violence at 

www.keaneinsights.com. 

• NSSF RESEARCH DEPT. 

RECOMMENDED READING . . . The Future 

of Hunting and The Shooting Sports is a 261-page, 

research-based book that condenses the findings of one 

of the largest, most comprehensive studies ever 

conducted on factors related to hunting and shooting 

participation, motivations of hunters and shooters and 

satisfaction with recruitment and retention programs. 

NSSF members can order this book at a special price of 

$20, with free shipping. NSSF members interested in a 

bulk order of 25 or more will see a further reduced 

price of $15 per copy. Free PDF download also 

available. Contact Dianne Vrablic, NSSF research 

coordinator, with any order questions. Non-member 

price is $225 per copy. To become an NSSF member, 

contact Bettyjane Swann, director of member services, 

at (203) 426-1320. 

Legal & Legislative 
• U.N. FILES FIREARMS TRACE 

REQUEST . . . NSSF has learned that the United 

Nations has filed its first firearms trace request. The 

move by the United Nations, which has long advocated 

for civilian disarmament, has raised concerns from 

NSSF. "Firearms trace data is a law enforcement tool to 

help aid in specific criminal investigations," said NSSF 

Senior Vice President and General Counsel Lawrence 

G. Keane. "Our concerns with this trace request stem 

from U.N. efforts to impose arms trade control treaties 

that would lead to a ban on the civilian possession and 

ownership of firearms, possibly even in the United 

States despite Second Amendment protections and the 

recent Supreme Court decision (Heller v. District of 

Columbia) reaffirming that Americans have an 

individual right to keep and bear arms." Full Story 

• KEANE INSIGHTS: GPS IN FIREARMS 

A MOVE IN WRONG DIRECTION . . . It's 

clear that gun-control groups are increasingly turning 

to "science" as a means to control the right to keep and 

bear arms. A recent column in the Cape Cod News 

pines over the prospect of putting a Lo-Jack-like device 

in firearms to track the gun's whereabouts (and the law-

abiding people who carry them). Read NSSF's Keane 

Insights Blog for the full story.  

• GUNSITE OWNER, GUBERNATORIAL 

CANDIDATE SUPPORTS CONCEALED 

CARRY WITHOUT A PERMIT . . . A 

Phoenix NewTimes blog reports that Owen "Buzz" 

Mills, a candidate in Arizona's race for governor, 

supports his state becoming the third in the nation to 

allow citizens to carry concealed firearms without a 

permit. Mills, identified as a "fiscal and social 

conservative" in the blog entry, is owner of Gunsite, a 

2,000-acre firearms-training facility in Paulden.  A bill 

to authorize the concealed carry without a permit 

awaited the approval of Gov. Jan Brewer. 

 

3/29/2010 

Support Grows for Applying 2nd 

Amendment to States 
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NSSF / HARRIS SURVEY . . . With the U.S. Supreme 

Court set to issue its decision in McDonald v. City of Chicago in 

a few months, a new NSSF poll conducted by Harris Interactive 

finds 8 in 10 Americans agree with this statement: "State and 

local governments are bound by law to comply with the Second 

Amendment." The 80 percent who indicated their support in the 

March 15 online survey of general population adults 18 and over 

is an increase from the 77 percent who did so in an NSSF/Harris 

Interactive poll last September, prior to the Supreme Court 

hearing the case. At issue in McDonald is whether the Second 

Amendment will be applied to cities and states through the 14th 

Amendment, thereby making the individual right to keep and 

bear arms national in scope. The 2008 Heller decision 

guaranteed that right in areas regulated by the federal 

government only, such as the District of Columbia.  

Industry News 
• MARLIN TO CLOSE CONNECTICUT 

PLANT . . . Marlin Firearms Co. will be closing its 

facility in North Haven, Conn. The plant will 

reportedly close by June 2011 and manufacturing 

operations will be relocated elsewhere. The 140-year-

old gun maker began manufacturing firearms in 

Connecticut in 1870 when John M. Marlin hung out his 

sign on State Street in New Haven. Today, the company 

is owned by Remington Arms Co. and is part of the 

Freedom Group of companies. Read the complete 

history of Marlin Firearms.  

• ATK RELEASES STATEMENT ON 

ONCE-FIRED BRASS CASES . . . In 

response to concerns over the demilitarization of once-

fired brass cartridge cases, ATK issued a statement to 

clarify its position: "ATK is a strong supporter of our 

armed forces, the shooting sports industry, second-

amendment rights and all of our customers who choose 

to reload ammunition. In fact, ATK is a leader in the 

reloading market. A dated brochure and presentation 

have caused confusion in the marketplace and do not 

reflect the views of our company and will be 

immediately withdrawn. As a service to our military 

customers, we routinely handle demil operations for 

various munitions and respond to requests from 

military installations for reclamation and recycling of 

military items. Each contract is awarded through the 

military installation's procurement process. The 

installations received fair value for the brass. ATK fully 

supports the provision passed by Congress last year to 

ensure that demilitarized spent brass casings remain 

available for civilian use." 

Legal and Legislative 
• FEDERAL JUDGE UPHOLDS D.C.'S 

POST-HELLER FIREARM 

RESTRICTIONS . . . Judge Ricardo Urbina of the 

U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia ruled 

Friday that the Washington, D.C., firearm ordinances 

enacted after the Supreme Court's D.C. v. Heller 

decision in 2008 "permissibly regulate the exercise of 

the core Second Amendment right to use firearms for 

the purpose of self-defense in the home," the National 

Law Journal reports. Urbina dismissed a case brought 

by Dick Heller, the same plaintiff who challenged the 

previous D.C. ordinance in the Supreme Court. 

• SEN. REID ON HAND FOR CLARK 

COUNTY SHOOTING PARK OPENING . 

. . Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid welcomed 

firearms enthusiasts to the Clark County Shooting Park 

on Saturday for the official grand opening of the 

facility. Reid was instrumental in the development of 

the $61 million park on 3,000 acres of federal land. 

Funding came mainly from legislation Reid has 

championed while in Congress that allows unused 

federal lands to be sold with money returned to help 

Nevada communities. 

• CONCEALED CARRY PERMITS UP, 

FIREARMS-RELATED FATALITIES 

DOWN . . . MSNBC.com details recent statistics that 

show firearms-related fatalities are falling as "millions 

obtain permits to carry concealed guns." Correctly 

citing CDC statistics, reporter Mike Stuckey goes on to 

note that "Americans overall are far less likely to be 

killed with a firearm than they were when it was much 

more difficult to obtain a concealed-weapons permit." 

Stuckey also reports that "the decline in gun homicides 

also comes as U.S. firearm sales are skyrocketing." 

 

3/22/2010 

Legislative 
• VERMONT FAMILIES AFIELD BILL 

CLEARS HOUSE . . . The Vermont House of 

Representatives on Wednesday passed apprentice 

hunting legislation aimed at reducing barriers for new 

hunters. House Bill 243 now moves to the Senate for 

further consideration. The bill is part of the national 

Families Afield effort by NSSF, the U.S. Sportsmen's 

Alliance and the National Wild Turkey Federation. The 

measure, sponsored by Rep. Steve Adams (R- 

Hartland), will allow newcomers to try hunting under 

the close supervision of an experienced mentor prior to 

the completion of hunter education. Since the 

program's inception, Families Afield legislation has 

been passed in 29 states with more than 300,000 

apprentice licenses sold to date. Other groups giving 

key support to the Vermont effort include the National 

Rifle Association, Vermont Traditions Coalition and 

Ducks Unlimited. Read more from the U.S. 

Sportsmen's Alliance. 

• THE RIGHT TO HUNT . . . Momentum is 

building in some states for "right to hunt" legislation. 

States currently working to pass bills to make hunting a 

right include South Carolina, Tennessee and Arizona. 

In the last 15 years, right-to-hunt measures have passed 
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in nine states, including Alabama, Minnesota, North 

Dakota, Virginia, Wisconsin, Louisiana, Montana, 

Georgia and Oklahoma (Vermont declared hunting a 

right in 1777), according to FOXNews.com. FOX 

News' Douglas Kennedy discusses the legislation in a 

recent blog post.  

• KEANE INSIGHTS: MINUTEMEN 

ROLLING IN THEIR GRAVES . . . The 

"Shot Heard Round the World" was fired in Lexington 

and Concord, Mass., back in 1775 when individual 

colonists, aka Minutemen, came out with personally 

owned firearms to stop the "Redcoats" from seizing the 

colonists' store of firearms and powder. Well, those 

brave Minutemen are probably rolling in their graves 

after the Massachusetts supreme judicial court ruling 

that the individual right to keep and bear arms 

protected by the Second Amendment does not apply to 

Massachusetts. Read more in NSSF's Keane Insights 

Blog. 

 

3/15/2010 

Legal & Legislative 
• NEW JERSEY MICROSTAMPING BILL 

INTRODUCED . . . Firearms microstamping has 

been introduced in the New Jersey Senate. NSSF will 

lead the fight to oppose this legislation to mandate this 

flawed technology. "Microstamping legislation not only 

threatens law-abiding gun owners but directly interferes 

with our industry's ability to supply law-enforcement 

officers and the military with high-quality firearms," 

said NSSF Senior Vice President and General Counsel 

Lawrence G. Keane. The bill has been assigned to the 

Senate Law and Public Safety Committee, but has not 

yet been scheduled for a hearing. NSSF will continue to 

monitor the situation and will provide future updates. 

• UTAH HOUSE APPROVES BROWNING 

HOLIDAY . . . The governor's signature is the only 

hurdle remaining for a holiday memorializing the late 

Utah firearms inventor John M. Browning, The Salt 

Lake Tribune reports. The Utah House voted 64-0 

Wednesday to commemorate the Utah-born inventor on 

Jan. 24, 2011, the opening day of next year's legislative 

session. It will come 100 years after Browning invented 

the M1911 pistol, which became the official sidearm 

for the U.S. military. 

• CHICAGO MAYOR CALLS FOR NEW 

STATE LAWS ON GUNS . . . Chicago Mayor 

Richard Daley, undaunted by the anticipated Supreme 

Court decision striking down Chicago's failed handgun 

ban law, is calling for more laws to restrict the lawful 

commerce in firearms, such as banning modern 

sporting rifles, requiring federally licensed firearms 

dealers also be licensed by the state and to limit the 

number of handguns a law-abiding customer can 

purchase in a given month. Fortunately, these rehashed 

proposals have failed in previous legislative sessions. 

• HOW THE HIGH COURT COULD 

CHANGE IF STEVENS RETIRES . . . 
Speculation is growing that Justice John Paul Stevens, 

the U.S. Supreme Court's longest-serving member, will 

step down at the end of the current term in June. 

National Public Radio spoke with New Yorker legal 

correspondent Jeffrey Toobin to discuss who is likely to 

replace Stevens -- and how the court will rule on the 

future of gun-control laws. Toobin profiles Stevens, the 

court's "liberal leader," in the March 22 issue of The 

New Yorker.  

 

*************************************************

** 

USSA News Alerts: 

U.S. Sportsmen's Alliance 

USSA Condemns Anti-Hunting Group’s 

Targeting of Sarah Palin 

Group Distorts Record and Tries to Force 

New TV Show Off Air 
4/09/2010 

Ellen DeGeneres Comic Book to Raise Money for Animal 

Rights Lobby 

The nation's leading anti-hunting organization, the Humane 

Society of the United States (HSUS), continues to find creative 

ways to raise money.  The latest is from the sales of a new comic 

book that outlines the life of stand up comic and talk show host 

Ellen DeGeneres. 

California Firearm Bills up for Hearings 

Three bills in California that threaten the rights of sportsmen to 

own or use firearms are scheduled to have hearings in the state 

Assembly next Tuesday, April 13. 

Defending Principle, Not Politicians 
For over 30 years, the U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance (USSA) has 

defended and promoted valid, scientific wildlife management 

principles.  It does not defend politicians, unless they are taking 

unfair criticism by also defending valid wildlife management. 

 

[4/05/2010] (Columbus) – The U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance 

(USSA) is one of numerous groups that are condemning the 

latest public relations smear campaign by the animal rights 

group Defenders of Wildlife targeting former Alaska Governor 

Sarah Palin. 

Defender’s has sent out numerous e-mail pleas to its 

membership asking that they contact Discovery 

Communications Inc., the parent company of the popular 

Discovery and Animal Planet channels, and urge it to drop a 

proposed new documentary to be called “Sarah Palin’s Alaska” 

in which the former governor will star. 

The Defender’s campaign largely rests on a gross 

mischaracterization of then Alaska Gov. Palin’s wolf 

management plan and recycled outrage at her opposition to 
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designating polar bears as “threatened” under the Endangered 

Species Act (ESA). 

According to the Defender’s website, over 125,000 people 

have signed an online petition the group intends to forward to 

Discovery’s CEO David Zaslov.   

The USSA has stood up against Defender’s before when the 

group used the wolf issue during fundraising appeals in 2009.  

At that time, the USSA and several other leading conservation 

groups sent a letter to Gov. Palin outlining support for the 

policy.   

The USSA stands by this letter as an accurate representation 

of the policy.  It clarifies that the Alaska program avoids game 

population decimation, especially for moose and caribou 

“through a rigorously controlled, scientifically based system.”  

To view the full letter, Click Here. 

The USSA also shares Gov. Palin’s concerns over the ESA 

designation of polar bears as endangered. That decision was 

based largely on an unverifiable 50 year projection of what could 

happen as a result of global warming. 

“Once again, Defender’s of Wildlife have chosen to engage 

in misleading emotional appeals in order to tarnish the 

reputation of Gov. Palin,” said Bud Pidgeon, USSA president 

and CEO.  “Whatever one’s politics, Gov. Palin should not be 

falsely accused of being anti-conservation when her actions were 

in concert with wildlife management professionals and 

verifiable science.” 

Take Action!  Sportsmen can let Discovery Communications 

know that they support their production of “Sarah Palin’s 

Alaska” by writing a letter to David Zaslav. 

Inform him that Gov. Palin is regarded as a conservationist 

by those inside and outside the wildlife management community 

and the rhetoric coming from Defender’s reflects an 

unscientific, emotional appeal.  It fails to take into account the 

science supporting the wolf management program in Alaska as 

well as the lack of science used to place the polar bear on the 

endangered species list. 

Mr. Zaslav can be reached at:  

David M. Zaslav 

President and CEO 

Discovery Communications Inc. 

One Discovery Place 

Silver Spring, MD 20910 

For more information, contact the U.S. Sportsmen's Alliance 

at 614-888-4868 or email info@ussportsmen.org. 

 

3/31/2010 

USSAF Continues Defending Maine Trappers  

Antis Appeal Legal Victory that Established a Precedent 

Protecting Sportsmen 

On March 29, the U.S. Sportsmen’s Legal Defense Fund 

(SLDF) led a legal brief with a Federal District Court of Appeals 

as part of its ongoing defense of both trapping in Maine and a 

major legal precedent protecting sportsmen nationwide. 

Bullseye Blog: Yellow Tail Wrap- Advocacy and Social 

Networking Work Together 
For those of you still wondering what the heck all the hullabaloo 

about “social networking” or “tweeting” is, this post’s for you! 

Push for More Regulation on Polar Bear Hunting Fails 
Global Warming Fears Drive Efforts to Limit Hunting 

Administration efforts to push for more regulation on polar bear 

hunting under an international trade agreement failed as a 

majority of countries voted against the proposal. However, fears 

of global warming and shrinking arctic ice leave open the 

possibility of further efforts to curtail polar bear hunting based 

on unverifiable climate predictions. 

 

3/25/2010 

Bills Against Hunter Harassment Introduced 
Legislation moving forward in Idaho and Virginia will 

strengthen laws aimed at preventing hunter harassment. 

Minnesota Asks Feds to Remove Wolves from 

Endangered Species List 
Minnesota recently petitioned the U.S. Fish and Wildlife (FWS) 

to once again remove gray wolves in the Great Lakes region 

from the Endangered Species List.  If successful, the move 

would allow the state to resume management of its wolf 

population.  However, several anti-hunting groups, including the 

Humane Society of the United States (HSUS), continue to stand 

in the way. 

PETA vs. Mike Tyson: Round 1 
PETA has a new target- former world heavyweight boxing 

champion Mike Tyson and his pending reality television show.  

 

USSA Unveils Exciting New Program to 

Defend Sportsmen’s Rights 
[3/23/2010] (Columbus) – Today, the U.S. Sportsmen’s 

Alliance (USSA) officially unveiled a dynamic new initiative 

aimed at building an army of sportsmen from coast to coast to 

protect America’s outdoor heritage for future generations. 

The USSA’s Sentry Program is free to join and represents 

the most intense effort ever focused on attracting sportsmen to 

become active players in the fight to preserve hunting, fishing 

and trapping rights whenever they are threatened.   

By becoming a Sentry, sportsmen gain access to instant 

email communications about local and national threats to their 

outdoor rights as they happen.  They will also be given specific 

instructions on which public officials to contact and when as 

these threats emerge.  This communication network will enable 

sportsmen to mobilize quicker and more effectively than ever 

before.    

In addition to getting sportsmen engaged in advocacy, the 

Sentry Program offers additional benefits, giving sportsmen a 

“one stop” web site for key information including state hunting 

regulations, information on where one can find a shooting range 

and other hunting and fishing tips from recognized leaders in 

the outdoor community.    

“There are many anti-hunting organizations seeking to do 

away with what we love,” said Bud Pidgeon, USSA president 

and CEO. “By coming together under the Sentry Program, 

sportsmen will enhance our ranks and collectively stand tall 

against those groups.”   

There is no cost to join the Sentry Program and requires only 

a minimal amount of information from those interested.  For 
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more information, please contact 614-888-4868, visit the 

USSA’s website at www.ussportsmen.org/BeASentry, or e-mail 

info@ussportsmen.org. 

 

3/18/2010 

Sport Anglers Alarmed by Proposed Obama Policy 
A controversy has erupted in the sport fishing community over a 

new federal management plan for oceans and Great Lakes 

waters. Recent opinion pieces circulating on the internet and 

reported on numerous radio stations have stoked the flames 

through revelations that the policy, if implemented, would 

prohibit recreational fishing within vast areas of public water. 

Vermont Families Afield Bill Clears House of 

Representatives 
On March 17, the Vermont House of Representatives passed 

Apprentice Hunting legislation aimed at reducing barriers to 

new hunters entering the field.  House Bill 243 now moves to 

the Senate for further consideration.  It is part of the national 

Families Afield effort by the U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance (USSA), 

the National Shooting Sports Foundation (NSSF) and the 

National Wild Turkey Federation (NWTF). 

Alabama No “Net Loss” Bill Heads to Governor 
The Alabama Senate recently passed legislation that will require 

the state to maintain at least the current acreage of hunting land 

that is available today.  The bill now awaits the signature of 

Governor Bob Riley (R). 

 

3/11/2010 

New Jersey Takes Step Towards Bear Hunt 

A recent decision by the New Jersey Fish and Game Council 

(FGC) moves the state closer to its first bear hunt in five years.   

PETA Building to be Renovated Thanks to Bob Barker 

Former Game Show Host Gives $2.5 Million for Project--

Bob Barker, the former host of the popular daytime game show 

the Price is Right, has upped his donations on behalf of this 

country’s most outrageous animal rights group.  He has helped 

PETA renovate a new office building in Los Angeles through a 

massive $2.5 million donation. 

 

*************************************************

** 

News links  
10-04-02Mexico drug gangs turn weapons on army 

In northern states this week, gunmen fought troops and 

sought to confine some to their bases by cutting off access 

and blocking roads. The aggression shows they are not 

afraid to challenge the army. 

Reporting from Mexico City - Drug traffickers fighting 

to control northern Mexico have turned their guns and 

grenades on the Mexican army, authorities said, in an 

apparent escalation of warfare that played out across 

multiple cities in two border states. 

In coordinated attacks, gunmen in armored cars and 

equipped with grenade launchers fought army troops this 

week and attempted to trap some of them in two military 

bases by cutting off access and blocking highways, a new 

tactic by Mexico's organized criminals. 

In taking such aggressive action, the traffickers have 

shown that they are not reluctant to challenge the army 

head-on and that they possess good intelligence on where the 

army is, how it moves and when it operates. 

At least 18 alleged attackers were killed and one soldier 

wounded in the fighting that erupted Tuesday in half a 

dozen towns and cities in the states of Tamaulipas and 

Nuevo Leon, the army said, topping off one of the deadliest 

months yet in a drug war that has raged for nearly 3 1/2 

years. 

The U.S. Consulate in Monterrey issued a warning to 

Americans who might be traveling in northern Mexico for 

the Easter break, citing the sudden outbreaks of gun battles 

in Nuevo Leon and neighboring states. 

Traffickers previously have fought with army patrols, 

but the attempt to blockade garrisons came after weeks of 

an intense, bloody power struggle between two rival 

organizations, the Gulf cartel and its erstwhile paramilitary 

allies, the Zetas, to control the region bordering South 

Texas. 

Part of the strategy of Tuesday's assaults may have been 

to prevent the army from patrolling, to give the drug gangs a 

freer hand in their fight against each other. 

"This really speaks to the incredible organization and 

firepower that the drug-trafficking organizations have 

managed to muster," said Tony Payan, a border expert at 

the University of Texas at El Paso. "These are organizations 

that are flexible, supple and quick to react and adapt. They 

no doubt represent a challenge to the Mexican state." 

In Reynosa, one of the scenes of Tuesday's fighting, the 

local government put out alerts Thursday for residents to 

avoid parts of the city. Residents said they heard gunfire 

and saw military armored personnel carriers moving 

through neighborhoods. One person was reported killed. 

"People hear gunfire and get scared," said Jaime 

Aguirre, a radio talk show host. "But it's better to keep quiet 

and not hear anything so as not to risk reprisals." 

Reynosa resident Yenni Gandiaga was driving to the gas 

station Tuesday morning when she heard gunfire getting 

closer and louder. Then she saw the troops and the gunmen. 

She turned down a side street to hide, crashing into two 

other cars in the process. 

"People ran about screaming, picking up their children," 

she said. She hid in a stranger's house. When she emerged 

after the combatants moved on, the windows of storefronts 

and cars were shattered. 

The Mexican Defense Ministry in Mexico City put out a 

blow-by-blow account of Tuesday's events. Taking a page 

from a manual on urban guerrilla warfare, gunmen struck at 
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the same time Tuesday morning, and then again in the 

afternoon. 

In Reynosa, a city in Tamaulipas state across the border 

from McAllen, Texas, gunmen positioned trucks, cars and 

trailers on a highway to block Campo Militar, an army 

base, about 11 a.m. At almost the same time, they blocked a 

garrison in the city of Matamoros, about 60 miles to the 

east. In Rio Bravo, between the two cities, traffickers 

battled with army patrols. 

Later in the day, troops and traffickers clashed in other 

Tamaulipas towns and in neighboring Nuevo Leon state. 

The army said it confiscated armored cars, grenade 

launchers, about 100 military-grade grenades, explosive 

devices and about 13,000 rounds of ammunition. Seven men 

were captured. 

"The actions by these criminal organizations are a 

desperate reaction to the advances made by federal 

authorities in coordination with state and municipal security 

forces," Gen. Edgar Luis Villegas said. 

It was not clear whether the fighting the army reported 

was with the Zetas or the stronger Gulf cartel. Most of the 

violence has been cartel against cartel, with some 

bystanders getting caught in the cross-fire. The gangs have 

also attacked police stations in many areas. 

The Zetas, founded as a group of mercenary former 

soldiers working for the Gulf group, split away in a bid to 

take over part of the lucrative drug trade. They are fighting 

to seize territory from the Gulf network in Tamaulipas and 

Nuevo Leon, amid reports that other strong cartels, such as 

the one based in Sinaloa, may be uniting with the Gulf 

traffickers to wipe out the Zetas. 

Dozens of people, primarily traffickers, have been killed 

in recent weeks as the two groups clashed in the broad 

triangle along the border from Nuevo Laredo to Monterrey 

to Reynosa and Matamoros. Traffickers have flexed their 

muscle by repeatedly setting up roadblocks, closing 

highways and tying up traffic even in Monterrey, a major 

city. 

"It is a risky tactic because it has the potential of 

angering society, but it is a very effective show of power," 

said Martin Barron, a researcher at a Mexico City think 

tank. 

The increased agility of the drug gangs seen in Tuesday's 

violence indicates good intelligence, experts here and abroad 

said. Some of that intelligence comes from taxi drivers, 

street vendors and scores of other people on the traffickers' 

payroll who serve as lookouts for drug runners and their 

henchmen. But Payan and others suggested that some of the 

precise, street-level intelligence may come from soldiers, 

adding substance to fear that as the army is increasingly 

dragged into the drug war it is becoming susceptible to the 

same cartel-financed corruption that has long corroded 

police departments and many political structures. 

In Ciudad Juarez, Mexico's deadliest city and where the 

army has been deployed in greatest force, federal police are 

to begin taking over security duties this month as the army 

is gradually withdrawn, the government said. The army has 

been criticized for rights abuses, including the 

disappearance of detainees and illegal searches. 

By one newspaper's count, the drug war's death toll in 

March was the highest yet, more than 1,000. 

http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/latinameri

ca/la-fg-mexico-gunbattles2-2010apr02,0,5886596.story 

 

10-04-02Another teen arrested in death of Homewood 

woman 

Pittsburgh police have arrested a second teen in 

connection with the shooting death of a Homewood woman. 

Police charged Robert Brown, 16, of Larimer with 

homicide, carrying a firearm without a license, possession 

of a firearm by a minor and criminal conspiracy. Police 

arrested Brown at 10 p.m. Thursday. 

Police arrested Anthony Thomas, 15, on Sunday in 

connection with the shooting. 

Shirl Esseny, 60, was gunned down last Saturday on 

Frankstown Avenue in Homewood while walking home 

from the library. Thomas told police he and Brown were 

aiming for someone in a passing car, according to a criminal 

complaint. 

Both teens fired two shots, the complaint states. 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/pitt

sburgh/s_674610.html 

 

10-04-02Cleveland Browns' Rogers apologizes, plans not 

guilty plea 

CLEVELAND - Cleveland Browns nose tackle Shaun 

Rogers apologized to his fans and his team Friday, saying 

he didn't intend to carry a loaded gun in his luggage as he 

tried to pass through airport security. He plans to plead not 

guilty to a concealed weapons charge, his lawyer said. 

A Cleveland city prosecutor filed the fourth-degree 

felony charge alleging that Rogers carried a .45-caliber 

Kimber semiautomatic with eight rounds in his carry-on 

luggage at Cleveland Hopkins International Airport. A 

police report said the gun's hammer was cocked in "safe 

mode." 

Rogers, 31, posted bond of $1,000 after spending a night 

in jail following his Thursday arrest. Defense attorney 

Patrick D'Angelo said Rogers would be in court Saturday 

morning to enter a not guilty plea and waive a preliminary 

hearing. 
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Rogers told reporters he didn't mean to take the gun into 

the airport and was sorry. He apologized to his family and 

fans and to the Browns. 

"By no means did I intend or willingly or knowingly take 

a firearm into the airport," he said. "That's not something I 

would do." 

After participating in the Browns' voluntary off-season 

program, Rogers was on his way back home to Houston to 

spend Easter with his family when police say he was 

stopped with the weapon. Police say he was traveling with 

teammate Robaire Smith. 

Rogers told officers that he had forgotten the gun was in 

his bag and that he carried it for personal safety during 

travel. Police say Rogers has a license in Michigan to carry 

a concealed weapon. 

When reporters asked Rogers on Friday why he needed a 

weapon, D'Angelo answered that it wasn't a fair question 

because Rogers has a license to carry a firearm. 

Rogers has been traveling between Detroit and Cleveland 

regularly while he tries to sell a home in Michigan. 

"I'm truly remorseful, and I really can't put into words 

how unfortunate the incident is," Rogers said. "Again, I'm 

completely sorry." 

The arrest could put Rogers' future with the Browns in 

jeopardy. Team president Mike Holmgren issued a 

statement Thursday saying that it was aware of "what 

transpired with Shaun Rogers" and that the club would 

reserve comment "until the legal process has taken its 

course." 

D'Angelo said he wants to try to resolve the criminal 

matter by discussing it with a prosecutor, but he did not 

elaborate. 

Even if he is not convicted, Rogers could face 

suspension from the league for violating its strict personal-

conduct policy for players. He was suspended for four 

games in 2006 while with Detroit for violating the 

substance-abuse policy. 

A three-time Pro Bowl selection, Rogers, who missed 

Cleveland's final five games last season with a broken leg, 

has been the subject of previous trade rumors. 

The 6-foot-4, 350-pound Rogers is arguably the Browns' 

best player. He was selected to the Pro Bowl after his first 

season with Cleveland, which acquired him in a 2008 trade 

with the Lions. He is signed through 2013. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/wires/ap/sports/89790002.htm

l 

 

10-04-02SF crime lab scandal strains justice system 

SAN FRANCISCO , The first hint of scandal at the San 

Francisco crime lab came in December when officials 

received a tip that a technician might be stealing cocaine 

used as evidence. 

An investigation soon revealed that small amounts of 

cocaine were missing, and the scandal has just snowballed 

from there. 

Hundreds of narcotics cases may have to be thrown out, 

the drug-testing lab has been closed indefinitely, and outside 

reviews have unmasked even deeper concerns with how 

evidence is handled at the facility. The scandal has served as 

an embarrassment to the police department and raised 

questions about why officials weren't more proactive in 

dealing with the problems. 

 "Anybody who doesn't see the magnitude of this 

problem is either blind or stupid," San Francisco Police 

Chief George Gascon said after a review cited bad 

management at the lab has led to poor practices. 

The district attorney's office has already thrown out or 

not charged 550 cases because of possible evidence 

tampering, and is reviewing about 1,400 more for possible 

dismissal. 

A final decision hasn't been made on how many 

ultimately will be tossed, but may come Friday. Authorities 

are trying to salvage some cases by having drugs retested at 

other labs; they also may refile some of the dropped cases. 

 The woman accused of skimming drugs from the lab for 

her own use, Deborah Madden, has not been charged. 

Madden took a leave of absence from the lab in December 

following an audit that found cocaine was missing from the 

lab, then retired last month. She was a criminalist for 29 

years. 

Madden, 60, was convicted of misdemeanor domestic 

assault in 2008 , a conviction not disclosed to the proper 

authorities until the drug scandal surfaced. Gascon has said 

it was a mistake the conviction wasn't disclosed. 

During a recent search of her home, police discovered 

small amounts of a "white powdery substance" believed to 

be cocaine. 

Her lawyer, Paul DeMeester, last month sought to 

downplay the allegations and compared the situation to a 

bartender who sneaks a drink from a brewery. He said the 

larger issue is the problems at the lab. 

"What's clear is that there's a systemic failing with the 

San Francisco crime lab that is completely separate and 

apart that has nothing to do with my client," he said. 

DeMeester said Friday that he and Madden are "just 

waiting to see what happens" once authorities complete their 

investigation. "If they bring charges, we'll deal with it." 

An audit requested by Gascon revealed that employees at 

the lab were overworked and not doing their jobs properly. 

The lab had at least three technicians working there 

between July and December, each handling about 5,000 to 

7,000 cases a year. The state's average is slightly more than 

1,000 cases per year, the report said. 
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Gascon said the department will hire at least six more 

technicians to decrease the workload. 

The report also found that technicians often left drug 

evidence in unsecured boxes or lockers ripe for possible 

theft, and technicians did not record when they may have 

reopened evidence sampling. The lab also failed to calibrate 

scales used for weighing drugs, the report said. In a criminal 

case, the weight of the drug can result in a greater or lesser 

sentence. 

"One of the real issues is the system works on a matter 

of trust," said Jim Norris, former head of the San Francisco 

crime lab and now a consultant with the public defender's 

office. "No one knows if they are proceeding on information 

that is correct." 

He said this scandal not only casts doubt on the 

narcotics testing, but all aspects of the crime lab including 

the DNA program, firearms and all other analyses. 

An investigation into the lab didn't begin until Feb. 22, 

nearly two months after Madden's sister called officials to 

notify them that she found a cocaine vial at the technician's 

home, police said. The lab was not shut down until March. 

"What we've seen is a tsunami of incompetence," said 

Public DefenderJeff Adachi. "What we have is several 

layers of managers andadministrators who at various points 

had information that Madden tampered with evidence and 

did nothing. These are not only red flags, but burning red 

flags that should've resulted in immediate action." 

Experts said such widespread failures at a criminal lab 

are shocking, but not unique to San Francisco. Laboratories 

in Houston, New York City, Seattle and at the FBI have had 

problems in recent years, said Dr. Lawrence Kobilinsky, 

chair of the Forensic Science Department at John Jay 

College of Criminal Justice in New York City. 

When problems happen, criminal cases typically get 

dropped and public trust erodes. 

"If the public cannot trust the work of a laboratory, then 

the entire criminal justice, the entire operation, suffers," 

Kobilinsky said. 

The problems at the San Francisco lab come at an 

awkward time for politicians and local leaders. 

Mayor Gavin Newsom is running for lieutenant governor 

and District Attorney Kamala Harris wants to be state 

attorney general. Gascon arrived in San Francisco last year 

with a tough-on-crime message. 

"It's neglect that has run deep across the board, and 

we're paying the price of not taking care of business," the 

chief said. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/wires/ap/news/nation_world/8

9805142.html 

 

10-04-023 wounded in North Philly shooting, 2 charged 

Two men were arrested and charged this morning in a 

shooting on a North Philadelphia street that left three people 

critically wounded during the night, police said.  

Robert Dallas, 20, of the 2800 block of North Fairhill 

Street, in Hunting Park, was charged with attempted 

murder, aggravated assault and other related offenses, 

including possession of a firearm by a criminal.  

Carl Walker, 18, of the 3100 block of North Percy 

Street, North Philadelphia, was charged with criminal 

conspiracy.  

The shooting erupted about midnight on the 2800 block 

of Huntingdon Street in Strawberry Mansion when a 

gunman in a car unleashed a barrage of bullets, police said.  

One man was shot in the back of head, a second man 

suffered wounds to the leg and the woman was hit in the 

face by bullet, police said. All three were reported in critical 

condition at Temple University Hospital.  

Chief Inspector Scott Small said police recovered at least 

11 9mm shell casings at the scene.  

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/breaking/89762172.h

tml 

 

10-04-02 Students Resist Colleges, Strap on Empty 

Holsters 

HOUSTON, April 2 /PRNewswire-USNewswire/ -- 

College students across America will once again strap on 

empty holsters in an act of silent protest against laws and 

policies banning licensed concealed carry on campus.  

The protest, sponsored by Students for Concealed Carry 

on Campus (SCCC), will take place April 5-9, 2010 and 

comes on the heels of college administrators discriminating 

against concealed carry permit holders, and censoring 

students who disagree.  

According to the group, colleges have repeatedly ignored 

or attempted to keep students from discussing the issue. In 

Pennsylvania, one college banned SCCC member Christine 

Brashier from handing out fliers about the group, stating, 

"You may want to discuss this topic but the college does 

not, and you cannot make us." Another college in Texas 

tried to block students from wearing the symbolic empty 

holsters on campus until a federal judge ruled that their ban 

violated the First Amendment. And a recent decision at 

Colorado State University overturned a long-standing policy 

that allowed concealed carry, despite the fact that crime on 

campus decreased rapidly since allowing concealed carry on 

campus, and no problems were reported among permit 

holders. The ban was opposed by students, Student 

Government, and local law enforcement. 

"Colleges aren't content to ban the right to self-defense 

anymore," said David Burnett, a spokesman for SCCC. 

"Now they're trying to suspend the right to freedom of 

speech. They want to silence us and hope we'll go away. It's 
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outrageous and our membership cares too much about self 

defense to remain silent." 

The group was formed shortly after the Virginia Tech 

shooting, and advocates that persons with state-issued 

permits be allowed to carry concealed handguns on college 

grounds. 

"Compulsory defenselessness doesn't make students 

safer, it makes them less safe," said Burnett. "A piece of 

paper taped to the door saying guns are against the rules has 

yet to stop a criminal, whether a mass shooter or an armed 

rapist. It merely assures the criminal that victims are 

incapable of effective resistance. There are no security 

checkpoints or metal detectors to pass through in order to 

enter a college campus and absolutely no way for colleges 

to control what a criminal brings on campus. Until they can 

take responsibility for our safety and guarantee our 

protection, colleges can't be allowed to deny us the right to 

self-defense." www.ConcealedCampus.org 

http://www.yachtchartersmagazine.com/node/1342711 

 

10-04-01Phila. gun control program is working 

But lawmakers are threatening to cut its funding. 

By Phil Goldsmith and Joe Grace  

A man convicted of buying a .38-caliber handgun and 

illegally selling it to a drug dealer faced sentencing in a 

Philadelphia courtroom last month. The crime had led to 

considerable anguish: The dealer had used the gun to 

murder his girlfriend, and then he turned it on himself. One 

straw purchaser, one illegal gun transfer - and two deaths 

by gunfire.  

Arguing for a stiff sentence, the prosecutor noted that 

straw purchasers never have prior criminal records, which is 

why they are able to buy guns for people who do. The judge 

noted the "harm caused in this city and this state by illegal 

straw purchasing" and sentenced the gun buyer to 11½ to 

23 months in jail.  

This is the hard work, week in and week out, of the men 

and women of the Philadelphia Gun Violence Task Force. 

The task force is a team of local prosecutors and detectives 

from the state Attorney General's Office who investigate 

and prosecute straw gun purchases and sales - crimes that 

fuel the violence plaguing Philadelphia and other 

communities across Pennsylvania.  

By any standard, the Gun Violence Task Force has been 

successful, making a substantial dent in illegal gun 

trafficking in Philadelphia. Despite this success, its work is 

now threatened by state budget cuts.  

The task force was created and funded by a $5 million 

state grant in 2006, but the budget approved by the state 

House last week would cut its funding by $2 million. That's 

a 40 percent hit to a program that's actually doing 

something about gun crime.  

Since its inception in December 2006, the task force has 

opened 1,275 investigations, made 408 arrests, and seized 

761 guns. To date, it has convicted 183 people of straw 

purchasing and other gun-trafficking offenses. In addition, it 

has helped the city's police solve numerous shootings, 

burglaries, robberies, and homicides.  

CeaseFirePA, our statewide gun-violence prevention 

organization, is advocating an expansion of this task force 

to other communities with a need for this kind of focused 

policing and prosecution of the illegal gun trade.  

 Because we believe not only in reasonably strengthening 

our handgun laws, but also in enforcing those already on the 

books, our organization has also begun a new courtroom 

monitoring project. It's working with the task force to make 

sure illegal gun traffickers get sentences commensurate with 

the real harm they inflict on the city.  

In another recent case we monitored, a defendant was 

sentenced to jail for buying 26 handguns and illegally selling 

them - all to criminals. One of the guns was used in a 

homicide. Ten remain on the streets.  

In another case, a defendant convicted of buying two 

handguns and illegally selling them to a criminal was 

sentenced to jail as well. Before imposing the sentence in 

that case, Judge Ellen Ceisler said: "Twelve hundred gun 

deaths a year in Pennsylvania, the vast majority of those 

deaths committed with illegally obtained handguns. We have 

to send a message. There's a war zone in our city. This must 

stop."  

Even given the slow economy and sluggish state 

revenues, the General Assembly and Gov. Rendell should 

restore the task force's full funding. We've also asked every 

candidate for governor in this year's election to support full 

funding of the task force and an expansion of the program 

to other communities across the state.  

We support reasonable reform of gun laws as well as 

focused enforcement of existing laws, two strategies that 

complement one another to make Pennsylvania safer and get 

illegal guns off our streets. Programs such as the Gun 

Violence Task Force help achieve those goals, and they need 

resources to do the job. 

 http://www.philly.com/inquirer/opinion/89667112.html 

 

10-04-01Rep. Jeff Perry in His Own Words  

State Rep. Jeff Perry shares his views with you via 

YouTube. 

Second Amendment is more than guns 

I strongly disagree with a recent Massachusetts Supreme 

Judicial Court's decision where the Court stated the Second 

Amendment to the Constitution does not apply to 

Massachusetts.This is a dangerous decision not only for gun 

owners and sportsmen, but also for all citizens who believe 
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that states are subject to all the Amendments of the 

Constitution. 

As the United States Supreme Court affirmed in the 

Heller case, the Second Amendment plainly guarantees 

Americans a personal and individual right to own a firearm. 

This part of the Bill of Rights is based on our Founders' 

appreciation of the need for citizens of a democracy to 

protect them from tyranny. 

 I believe our Constitution must be strictly construed, 

and I think public confidence in our government is 

undermined whenever courts purport to change the 

Constitution's meaning unilaterally.I find it especially 

offensive that the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court, 

the highest court of the state that was home to the battles of 

Lexington and Concord, would seek to avoid the individual 

liberties guaranteed by the Second Amendment mere weeks 

before Massachusetts residents celebrate Patriots' Day. 

The Second Amendment is about a lot more than just 

guns, but for now let us be clear, our Founding Fathers did 

not trust government and thus they loaded up the 

Constitution and the Bill of Rights with numerous 

protections concerning individual rights and limits on 

government's power.One cannot disregard the Second 

Amendment without putting our other Constitutional 

projections in jeopardy. 

While the Framers of our Constitution were indeed the 

elite citizens of their time, they were purposely driven to 

create a new and free nation: One not controlled by a group 

of elite nobility, but one of the common man.Remember, 

this is exactly what they were revolting against.The 

Founding Fathers had risked their reputations, their fortunes 

and even their own lives to rid themselves of an 

overreaching monarchy.The Second Amendment is about a 

lot more than just guns.It stands along with all the other 

personal rights provided to us in the Bill of Rights.These 

rights were provided to protect us from an abusive 

government and not to grant additional power to the 

government. 

In fact, the Founders displayed how important this right 

was by placing it second among the rights and liberties 

included in the Bill of Rights.Our Founding Fathers did not 

trust government, whether it was the old one in England or 

the new government forming in the American colonies.They 

undoubtedly understood that if the ultimate power to alter 

an unresponsive government was to be retained by the 

people, that these very same people must possess the right 

to keep firearms to defend themselves against a tyrannical 

government that could possibly develop at some point in the 

future.  

As a former police officer, I agree and understand the 

need to have reasonable public safety laws; however, the 

Court's decision today does much more than simply uphold 

gun safety laws, it sadly erodes an individual right. 

As a State Legislator, I am a co-sponsor of House Bill 

2259.If passed as written, this Bill would dramatically 

change the landscape of our current gun laws in a way that 

would benefit every lawful gun owner.In addition, the Bill 

would ensure that those residents who cannot safely own or 

possess a firearm do not.We currently have 351 different 

cities and towns with often different standards.While I 

support decisions being made at the local level, we need 

uniform guidelines to both protect Constitutional rights and 

public safety. 

http://www.capecodtoday.com/blogs/index.php?blog=19
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10-03-31 DA: No charges for guard in Mass. medical 

shooting 

BOSTON - An off-duty security guard who fatally shot 

a psychiatric patient as the patient stabbed a doctor will not 

face criminal charges. 

Suffolk County District Attorney Daniel Conley said 

Wednesday that Paul Langone (lan-GOHN') acted in self-

defense and the defense of Dr. Astrid Desrosiers (deh-

ROH'-zhurs) when he fired at 37-year-old Jay Carciero 

(car-see-EH'-roh). 

Conley made his decision after a five-month probe. 

Authorities said Carciero stabbed Desrosiers numerous 

times in October 2009 before being shot by Langone in an 

office leased by Massachusetts General Hospital. 

Police said Langone shot at Carciero with his personal 

firearm, hitting him twice, after Carciero ignored the 

officer's order to drop his weapon 

Desrosiers was released from the hospital the following 

month. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/wires/ap/news/nation_worl

d/89632612.html 

 

10-03-30 Rip Torn pleads not guilty in Conn. bank 

break-in  

LITCHFIELD, Conn. - Actor Rip Torn pleaded not 

guilty Tuesday to burglary and firearms charges stemming 

from his January arrest inside a Connecticut bank after 

hours. 

State police have said the 79-year-old Emmy award 

winner was so intoxicated on the night of Jan. 29 that he 

broke into the Litchfield Bancorp branch with a loaded gun, 

thinking it was his home in Salisbury in northwestern 

Connecticut. 

Torn is charged with criminal trespass, carrying a gun 

without a permit, carrying a gun while intoxicated, burglary 

and criminal mischief. 
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Superior Court Judge James P. Ginocchio allowed him 

to remain free on $100,000 bond, under the condition that 

he stay away from alcohol. Torn said he was more than 

happy to comply. 

Torn's attorney, A. Thomas Waterfall, said the actor, 

who is currently appearing in the movie "Happy Tears," has 

moved from an inpatient to an outpatient rehabilitation 

program. 

"Today we established with the court the excellent 

strides that Rip has made through his treatment," he said. 

Torn received probation last year in a Connecticut DUI 

case and also had alcohol-related arrests in New York in the 

past. 

He told reporters that he had been through rehabilitation 

before, and had been sober for some time before the night he 

was arrested. 

"I've never missed a day's work in my life," he said. 

He is due back in court on April 27. 

Waterfall declined to say if Torn is currently working. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/wires/ap/entertainment/mo

vies/89518272.html 

 

10-03-30 Unexpected Flight Delay => Hotel Stay => 

Criminal Prosecution for Gun Possession in NJ 

An unfortunate story, detailed in Revell v. Port 

Authority (3d Cir. 2010): Gregg C. Revell was flying from 

Salt Lake City to Allentown, Pennsylvania, via Minneapolis 

and Newark. He had an unloaded gun legally checked in his 

luggage, which was supposed to meet him at Allentown. 

Supposed to. In fact, the flight to Newark was late, so 

Revell missed his connection. He booked himself on the next 

flight, but the airline changed those plans. He was supposed 

to get on a bus, but his luggage didn’t get on the bus with 

him. He found the luggage, but the bus had left, so he had to 

stay overnight at the hotel, with his luggage. 

Aha! That’s where the crime came in. The Firearms 

Owners’ Protection Act protected Revell on the plane, and 

would have protected him on the bus. But the moment the 

luggage came into his hands or otherwise became “readily 

accessible” to him outside a car — here, when he got the 

luggage to go to the hotel, but it would have also happened 

if he had gotten the luggage to put it into the trunk of a 

rental car — he violated New Jersey law, which requires a 

permit to possess a handgun (and which bans the hollow-

point ammunition that Revell also had in a separate locked 

container in his luggage). Revell was arrested when he 

checked in with the luggage at Newark Airport, and said (as 

he was supposed to) that he had an unloaded gun in a locked 

case in his luggage; he then spent four days in jail until he 

was released on bail. Eventually the New Jersey prosecutor 

dropped the charges against him, but Revell didn’t get the 

gun and his other property back until almost three 

years later. 

Revell sued, and lost; the Third Circuit concluded that 

once he took the luggage in hand in New Jersey, it became 

“readily accessible,” and the FOPA immunity was lost. And 

this is indeed a sensible reading of the statutory text: 

 Notwithstanding any other provision of any law or any 

rule or regulation of a State or any political subdivision 

thereof, any person who is not otherwise prohibited by this 

chapter from transporting, shipping, or receiving a firearm 

shall be entitled to transport a firearm for any lawful 

purpose from any place where he may lawfully possess and 

carry such firearm to any other place where he may lawfully 

possess and carry such firearm if, during such 

transportation the firearm is unloaded, and neither the 

firearm nor any ammunition being transported is readily 

accessible or is directly accessible from the passenger 

compartment of such transporting vehicle: Provided, That in 

the case of a vehicle without a compartment separate from 

the driver’s compartment the firearm or ammunition shall be 

contained in a locked container other than the glove 

compartment or console. 

So what do you if this happens to you? 

Stranded gun owners like Revell have the option of going 

to law enforcement representatives at an airport or to airport 

personnel before they retrieve their luggage. The careful 

owner will do so and explain his situation, requesting that 

his firearm and ammunition be held for him overnight.[18]  

 [Footnote 18:] Of course, this suggestion leaves 

unanswered the question of what the gun owner should do if 

the law enforcement officers decline to assist him. It may be 

hoped, however, that officers will not compound a 

blameless owner’s problems in that way. 

Hope does spring eternal, but I suspect that airport 

police and airport staff aren’t going to be willing to hold 

people’s luggage for them overnight, especially when it 

contains a gun. And of course the airport police or staff 

would then have to personally check in the luggage for the 

owner, since the owner can’t take it in hand without losing 

the FOPA immunity. 

So watch out when you travel with your gun in checked 

luggage. If your flight gets routed to a different city, or you 

have to stay overnight at one of the stops, you could be 

arrested. Or if you drive across country but your car breaks 

down, and you need to move the luggage to another car, you 

could likewise be violating the law (though you’d be less 

likely to be caught, since you have no obligation declare 

your gun when you switch cars the way you do when you 

get on a plane). FOPA gives you a good deal of protection 

on your travels — but, as Mr. Revell learned, not complete 

protection. 
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http://volokh.com/2010/03/30/unexpected-flight-delay-

hotel-stay-criminal-prosecution-for-gun-possession/ 

 

10-03-30 Feds: Militia plotted for anti-government revolt 

WHEATLAND TOWNSHIP, Mich. - Members of a 

rural Michigan-based Christian militia who believed a battle 

with the Antichrist was coming were plotting to attack 

police officers in hopes of fomenting a violent uprising 

against the government, federal prosecutors alleged. 

Seven men and one woman believed to be part of the 

group calledHutaree were arrested over the weekend after 

raids in Michigan, Indiana and Ohio. A ninth suspect was 

arrested Monday night after a search in southern Michigan 

and was expected to be arraigned Tuesday. 

FBI agents moved quickly against Hutaree because its 

members were planning an attack sometime in April, 

prosecutors said. Members had been undergoing 

paramilitary training, including learning how to shoot guns 

and make bombs, since 2008, according to an indictment. 

Authorities seized guns in the raids but would not say 

whether they found explosives. 

Prosecutors said the suspected Hutaree ringleader, 44-

year-old David Brian Stone of Clayton, identified law 

enforcement officers as potential targets. He and other 

members discussed setting off bombs at a police funeral, 

using a fake 911 call to lure an officer to his death, killing 

an officer after a traffic stop or attacking the family of an 

officer, according to the indictment. 

The indictment said that after the attacks, the group 

planned to retreat to "rally points" protected by trip-wired 

explosives for a violent standoff with law enforcement 

personnel. 

"It is believed by the Hutaree that this engagement would 

then serve as a catalyst for a more widespread uprising 

against the government," it said. 

FBI officials see little chance that the revelation of the 

alleged plot will spur other anti-government extremists to 

launch other violent attacks. 

As it shut down Hutaree, the FBI issued a bulletin to 

police departments saying it has picked up Internet chatter 

among other militia groups , including some expressing 

sympathy for the suspects , but few signs of criminal 

copycats. 

Eight Hutaree members, including Stone, appeared in 

federal court Monday. They were charged with seditious 

conspiracy , plotting to levy war against the U.S. , 

possessing a firearm during a crime of violence, teaching the 

use of explosives and attempting to use a weapon of mass 

destruction , homemade bombs. 

A standoff at a trailer in rural Lenawee County ended 

late Monday with the arrest of the ninth suspect , one of 

Stone's sons , who was to be arraigned Tuesday, said 

spokeswoman Gina Balaya of the U.S. Attorney's Office in 

Detroit. 

Joshua Matthew Stone surrendered without a fight after 

the FBI played messages over loudspeakers from family and 

friends urging the 21-year-old from Clayton to give himself 

up. He had been hiding inside a home in Hillsdale County's 

Wheatland Township with five other adults and a child. 

The arrests dealt "a severe blow to a dangerous 

organization that today stands accused of conspiring to levy 

war against the United States," Attorney General Eric 

Holder said. 

In the indictment, prosecutors said David Brian Stone , 

known as "Captain Hutaree" , organized the group in 

paramilitary fashion and appointed his son Joshua as an 

operational unit leader. Ranks ranged from "radoks" to 

"gunners," according to the group's Web site. 

Stone's ex-wife, Donna Stone, told The Associated Press 

that her ex-husband also pulled her son, David Brian Stone 

Jr., into the movement. 

"It started out as a Christian thing," she said. "You go to 

church. You pray. You take care of your family. I think 

David started to take it a little too far." 

She said she helped talk Joshua Stone, who is not her 

biological son, into surrendering. 

After the surrender, other adults at the home were taken 

into custody, but authorities have yet to decide if they will 

face charges, according to Andrew Arena, head of the FBI's 

field office in Detroit. The child was 1 or 2 years old, he 

said. 

Other details, including whether those in the trailer were 

affiliated with Hutaree, weren't immediately released. 

Joshua Stone and his family were familiar with the area and 

may have done some training there, though not necessarily 

at the site where he was apprehended, Arena said. 

 Hutaree says on its Web site its name means "Christian 

warrior." The group quotes several Bible passages and 

declares: "We believe that one day, as prophecy says, there 

will be an Anti-Christ. ... Jesus wanted us to be ready to 

defend ourselves using the sword and stay alive using 

equipment." 

The Web site does not list specific grievances against 

law enforcement and the government. 

The site features a picture of 17 men in camouflage, all 

holding large guns, and includes videos of armed men 

running through the woods. Each wears a shoulder patch 

that bears a cross and two red spears. 

Heidi Beirich, research director of the Southern Poverty 

Law Center, said her group learned about Hutaree last year 

while compiling its annual list of "patriot groups." 

"Their Christian apocalyptic vision is quite different 

from most other militias," Beirich said. "Most don't put their 



 

 
Page 40

religion first , they're more concerned with out-of-control 

federal government." 

The wife of one of the defendants described Hutaree as a 

small group of patriotic, Christian buddies engaged in 

survival training. 

"It consisted of a dad and two of his sons and I think just 

a couple other close friends of theirs," said Kelly Sickles, 

whose husband, Kristopher, was among those charged. "It 

was supposed to be a Christian group. Christ-like, right, so 

why would you think that's something wrong with that, 

right?" 

 Sickles said agents seized the guns her 27-year-old 

husband collected as a hobby and searched for bomb-

making materials at her home near Sandusky, Ohio, but 

added: "He doesn't even know how to make a bomb." 

One defendant expressed anti-tax views during his 

Monday court hearing. Thomas W. Piatek, a truck driver 

from Whiting, Ind., told a federal judge he could not afford 

an attorney because he was "getting raped on property 

taxes." 

The mother of another defendant, 33-year-old Jacob 

Ward, told police in Huron, Ohio, last summer that family 

members took away his two guns , an AK-47 rifle and a 

semiautomatic pistol , because she thought he needed mental 

health treatment. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/wires/ap/news/nation_worl

d/89515097.html 

 

10-03-30 Team 4: Pennsylvanians Getting Gun Permits 

Through Florida 

Reciprocal Agreement Doesn't Let Pa. Override Florida 

Decisions 

PITTSBURGH -- Pennsylvanians who want to carry a 

concealed weapon have to get permission from their local 

sheriff -- but it seems that there's another option if the 

sheriff says no.  

Team 4 investigator Jim Parsons reported that 

Pennsylvania has a reciprocal agreement with two dozen 

states in which it recognizes their permits to carry concealed 

weapons and they recognize those from Pennsylvania.  

An agreement with Florida has drawn criticism from 

anti-gun groups and some law enforcement officials.  

"These individuals now can apply to the state of Florida 

-- literally through the mail, to the Florida Department of 

Agriculture -- to receive a permit to carry from the state of 

Florida, and then carry their concealed firearm in 

Pennsylvania," said Joe Grace, of CeaseFire PA. "Now, that 

stands the law on its head."  

Florida is one of few states that allows non-residents to 

obtain concealed weapon permits.  

Officials in Florida only consider an applicant's criminal 

convictions. Pennsylvania can reject an application based on 

a person's character and reputation.  

CeaseFire PA told Team 4 the story of a Philadelphia 

man who was caught with weapons after his Pennsylvania 

permit was revoked.  

"There was no arrest -- even though his Pennsylvania 

license to carry had been revoked -- because he now had a 

Florida license to carry," Grace said.  

Team 4 contacted Florida officials to find out how many 

Pennsylvanians are getting their handgun permits from the 

Sunshine State.  

In western Pennsylvania, the number is over 400. 

Statewide, it has grown by 500 in the past eight weeks and 

is now at 3,121.  

ZIP Code List: Number Of Concealed Weapon Permits 

Issued By Florida To Pa. Residents  

(Numbers provided by Florida Department of 

Agriculture)  

"Well, Florida has their laws," said Pennsylvania State 

Rep. Dom Costa, D-Pittsburgh.  

Costa, a former chief of the Pittsburgh Police Bureau, 

said what Florida does is Florida's business.  

"It's your state. You determine whether they should have 

one or not," said Costa. "Then, we'd have to look at it here 

in Pennsylvania. If they have been refused here, do we want 

to override that permit to carry here?"  

But the only way Pennsylvania can override Florida's 

decisions is to change the reciprocal agreement between the 

two states -- something which CeaseFire PA is calling on 

Pennsylvania Attorney General Tom Corbett to do.  

------------------------------------------------------------------- 

A Closer Look At The Numbers In Pennsylvania: 

Permits issued by Florida in ZIP codes beginning with ...  

15: 260 permits 

16: 165 permits 

17: 407permits 

18: 631 permits 

19: 1,658 permits  

Highest raw number for ZIPs that start with 15...  

15108 (Coraopolis/Moon area) - 11  

(estimated population 41,220)  

15601 (Greensburg) - 10  

(estimated population 59,517)  

Highest raw number for ZIPs that start with 16...  

16148 (Hermitage) - 8  

(estimated population 17,148)  

http://www.thepittsburghchannel.com/news/23005553/d

etail.html 

 

10-03-30 Feds: Antichrist militia wanted war against 

U.S. 
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Ninth member arrested; attorney general says they 

intended to 'levy war' 

WHEATLAND TOWNSHIP, Mich. - A ninth member 

of a militia group that prepared to battle the Antichrist and, 

allegedly, the U.S. government was arrested after the FBI 

played recorded messages from family and friends, who 

urged the man to give himself up, over loudspeakers outside 

a home in rural Michigan. 

Joshua Matthew Stone peacefully surrendered to heavily 

armed authorities Monday night. His father and seven 

others believed to be part of the Michigan-based Hutaree 

appeared in court earlier on charges they plotted to kill a 

police officer and slaughter scores more by bombing the 

funeral — all in hopes of touching off an uprising against 

the government. 

Most of the arrests came during weekend raids in 

Michigan, Indiana and Ohio. FBI agents moved quickly 

against Hutaree because members planned an attack 

sometime in April, prosecutors said. Authorities seized guns 

but would not say whether they found explosives. 

 The arrests dealt "a severe blow to a dangerous 

organization that today stands accused of conspiring to levy 

war against the United States," Attorney General Eric 

Holder said. 

In an indictment, prosecutors said the group began 

military-style training in the Michigan woods in 2008, 

learning how to shoot guns and make and set off bombs. 

David Brian Stone, 44, of Clayton, Mich., and one of his 

sons were identified as ringleaders. Stone, known as 

"Captain Hutaree," organized the group in paramilitary 

fashion, prosecutors said. Ranks ranged from "radoks" to 

"gunners," according to the group's Web site. 

"It started out as a Christian thing," Stone's ex-wife, 

Donna Stone, told The Associated Press. "You go to 

church. You pray. You take care of your family. I think 

David started to take it a little too far." 

Holed up at home 

Donna Stone said her ex-husband pulled her son, David 

Brian Stone Jr., into the movement. The arrest of another of 

the senior Stone's sons Monday night happened 30 miles 

from the site of the Michigan raid, at a home where he was 

found with five other adults and a child. 

"We're guessing he's been in there at least a day," 

Andrew Arena, head of the FBI's field office in Detroit, said 

after Joshua Stone surrendered. 

Arena noted the pleas from Stone's family and friends. 

"They worked with us. They recorded some messages for 

us," he said. 

Arena said the other adults at the home were taken into 

custody and a determination about whether they will face 

charges will be made later. The child was 1 or 2 years old, 

he said. 

Other details, including whether those in the house were 

affiliated with Hutaree, weren't immediately released. 

Joshua Stone and his family were familiar with the area and 

may have done some training there, though not necessarily 

at the site where he was apprehended, Arena said. 

Prosecutors said David Stone had identified certain law 

enforcement officers near his home as potential Hutaree 

targets. He and other members discussed setting off bombs 

at a police funeral, using a fake 911 call to lure an officer to 

his death, killing an officer after a traffic stop, or attacking 

the family of an officer, according to the indictment. 

After such attacks, the group allegedly planned to retreat 

to "rally points" protected by trip-wired explosives for a 

violent standoff with the law. 

The Web site does not list specific grievances against 

law enforcement and the government. 

The site features a picture of 17 men in camouflage, all 

holding large guns, and includes videos of armed men 

running through the woods. Each wears a shoulder patch 

that bears a cross and two red spears. 

Heidi Beirich, research director of the Southern Poverty 

Law Center, said her group learned about Hutaree last year 

while compiling its annual list of "patriot groups." 

"Their Christian apocalyptic vision is quite different 

from most other militias," Beirich said. "Most don't put their 

religion first — they're more concerned with out-of-control 

federal government." 

The wife of one of the defendants described Hutaree as a 

small group of patriotic, Christian buddies who were just 

doing survival training. 

"It consisted of a dad and two of his sons and I think just 

a couple other close friends of theirs," said Kelly Sickles, 

who husband, Kristopher, was among those charged. "It 

was supposed to be a Christian group. Christ-like, right, so 

why would you think that's something wrong with that, 

right?" 

Sickles said agents seized the guns her 27-year-old 

husband collected as a hobby and searched for bomb-

making materials at her home near Sandusky, Ohio, but 

added: "He doesn't even know how to make a bomb." 

One defendant expressed anti-tax views during his 

Monday court hearing. Thomas W. Piatek, a truck driver 

from Whiting, Ind., told a federal judge he could not afford 

an attorney because he was "getting raped on property 

taxes." 

The mother of another defendant, 33-year-old Jacob 

Ward, told police in Huron, Ohio, last summer that family 

members took away his two guns — an AK-47 rifle and a 

semiautomatic pistol — because she thought he needed 

mental health treatment. 

http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/36095306/ns/us_news-

security/ 
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10-03-29Report From Liberal Cable Outlet Shows That 

More Guns Equals Fewer Firearms Deaths 

(CNSNews.com) - A new report published by 

MSNBC.com shows that more guns in the hands of law-

abiding citizens results in fewer deaths from the use of 

firearms. 

“Firearms in the hands of law-abiding citizens prevent 1 

million robberies, murders and rapes every year,” John 

Pierce, a Virginia-based gun-rights activist with 

opencarry.org, told MSNBC.com.  

Alan M. Gottlieb, vice president of the Second 

Amendment Foundation (SAF), called the finding "further 

evidence that everything the gun prohibitionists have been 

claiming and predicted over the past two decades has been 

fundamentally fraudulent.”  

However, not everyone shares the sentiment of those 

pushing for laws that allow open carry and concealed carry. 

 Kristen Rand, legislative director for the Violence Policy 

Center, a gun-control group, said the movement for more 

open-carry and concealed-carry gun laws “has to do with 

selling more guns.” 

While it was pushed by groups like the National Rifle 

Association, it also “dovetailed with the gun industry’s 

desperate need to find a new market,” she said. 

The MSNBC.com report, Record numbers now licensed 

to pack heat, says that in the 1980s and 1990s, Americans 

were killed by guns at a rate of about 5.66 per 100,000 

population, at the time the concealed-carry movement 

(carrying a handgun or other weapon in public in a 

concealed manner, either on one’s person or close 

proximity) began gaining momentum. 

In this decade, the gun-homicide rate has fallen to 4.07 

per 100,000, which equates to a 28 percent reduction in 

homicides with the use of firearms. This decline in 

homicides follows a five-fold increase in a “shall-issue” 

(requirement of a permit to carry a concealed handgun, but 

where the granting of the permit is subject only to meeting 

certain criteria laid out in the law) and unrestricted 

concealed-carry laws in states from 1986 to 2006, reported 

MSNBC.com. 

According to federal background checks conducted on 

the sale of most firearms, the decline in homicides comes as 

U.S. firearm sales are skyrocketing. 

While the number of gun sales held stable between 8.5 

million and 9 million from 1999-2005, the FBI reported a 

rise in sales to 10 million in 2006. In 2007 the number 

jumped to 11 million; in 2008, up to 13 million; and more 

than 14 million in 2009 -- an increase of 55 percent in four 

years. 

The nation's highest gun homicide rates are in 

Washington, D.C., with 20.50 deaths per 100,000 people, 

five times the general rate. Yet the District of Columbia has 

the strictest gun-control laws in the nation. The lowest rate 

of gun-related homicides is in Utah: 1.12 deaths per 

100,000 people. Utah’s gun-control policy is very 

unrestricted.  

 According to SAF's Gottlieb, gun control advocates 

"repeatedly argued that more guns will equate to more crime 

and more firearm deaths, and MSNBC.com just let the air 

out of their sails with this exhaustive and well-balanced 

report. 

“This is why,” said Gottleib, “anti-gun groups have lost 

their momentum and their credibility. They failed to gain 

traction even with a Democrat-controlled Congress and anti-

gun White House. They are so desperate for attention that 

they have now declared war on private businesses just to 

generate publicity. Their high-profile campaign of hysteria 

against Starbucks for complying with state laws that allow 

concealed and open carry in their coffee shops is based on 

an issue they fabricated just to grab headlines and television 

face time, and the public knows it.” 

Gottlieb concluded, “Every restrictive gun law, every 

ban, every gun-free-zone they have advocated and defended 

have one thing in common: they gave us a body count. The 

MSNBC.com report suggests America has had enough.” 

http://www.cnsnews.com/news/article/63452 

 

10-03-28 Boro’s gun ban shot down 

EBENSBURG — An Ebensburg man challenged the 

borough’s ban on carrying guns in town parks – and won. 

On the advice of the borough solicitor, who reviewed 

Timothy L. Havener’s complaint and agreed with it, 

Borough Council members on March 22 deleted the 

language prohibiting firearms in parks. 

That means gun-toters, if permitted for other locations, 

also will be allowed at locations such as Ebensburg’s tennis 

courts, swimming pool, Lake Rowena and the town’s small 

parks. 

“We didn’t know,” said borough Manager Dan Penatzer. 

“We thought the borough had the right to regulate firearms 

in a government building or facility, but it’s only in a 

building with some kind of court facility, like even a holding 

cell. 

“Apparently that means someone could show up at a 

council meeting carrying a gun, and there’s nothing we 

could do about it if it’s otherwise legal.” 

Havener has an unlisted telephone number and could not 

be reached for comment, but he explained his challenge in a 

Feb. 17 letter to borough officials. 

“No county, municipality or township may in any 

manner regulate the lawful ownership, possession, transfer, 

or transportation of firearms, ammunition or ammunition 

components when carried or transported for purposes not 



 

 
Page 43

prohibited by the laws of this Commonwealth,” he quoted 

the Pennsylvania Uniform Firearms Act as saying. 

Havener argued that the borough’s laws were in 

violation because they prohibited carrying firearms in parks 

or recreation areas. 

“I feel obligated to disclose this information to my local 

government officials and ask that they rewrite the ordinance 

in question so that they comply with the state mandate 

concerning the right of citizens to carry firearms,” he said in 

his letter to the borough. 

Specifically on March 22 council members deleted the 

language prohibiting firearms and agreed to advertise the 

changed ordinance for public inspection. 

Ebensburg is not the only local government facing 

challenges to bans on guns in parks. 

Last month a Seattle rule banning firearms from city 

parks was struck down in a King County Court action 

applauded by the National Rifle Association, which was a 

party to the lawsuit. 

An ordinance in Elwood City banning guns in 

government buildings was struck down last year after a 

challenge by the National Rifle Association. 

Gun activists point out that many states, including 

Pennsylvania, have adequate controls on gun ownership, 

and Pennsylvania law prohibits firearms in court and in 

school buildings. 

Discussions of weapons at recreation sites often in 

Pennsylvania invoke reminders of the Lebanon soccer mom, 

Meleanie Hain, who made headlines in 2008 by bringing a 

loaded, holstered handgun to her daughter’s soccer game 

and was a year later found shot dead. 

http://tribune-democrat.com/local/x351843805/Boro-s-

gun-ban-shot-down 

 

10-03-27 Brooklyn couple and son busted for massive 

weapons and drugs stockpile, including 30 guns 

 The family that stockpiles weapons together, stays 

together. 

A Brooklyn couple and their son were among four 

people busted for having 30 guns, nine knives and scores of 

drugs in their apartment across the street from a grade 

school, police said Saturday. 

Investigators believe the arsenal - which includes several 

antique guns and odd items like an umbrella with a blade 

hidden in its handle - was an illegal collection and not 

something more sinister, police sources said. 

"We have no reason to believe they had any intent to sell 

these weapons," a police source said. "They just shouldn't 

have had them in the first place." 

Husband and wife Thomas Siano, 57, and Kathleen 

Siano, 58, along with their son Vincent Siano, 29, and 

family friend Michael Poole, 29, were charged with criminal 

possession of weapons after cops raided their Sheepshead 

Bay home. 

Cops executed a search warrant at the family's West St. 

home Friday and recovered 10 handguns, nine shotguns, 

nine rifles, two assault rifles and a large quantity of 

ammunition, police said. 

 It was not clear how many of the guns were in working 

condition, police said. The Siano family did not have 

permits for any of the firearms, police said. 

Cops also found a variety of unusual blades, including 

three daggers, a sword, a machete and the modified 

umbrella in the run-down home, which is across the street 

from Public School 216. 

Dozens of pills were also found in the home, but 

investigators do not believe the family was selling them. 

Neighbors said the Siano family often acted strangely - 

occasionally required cops to be called to quell a fight - but 

did not seem to pose a threat to the tight-knit neighborhood. 

"They were really nice people," said Rosemarie 

Parascando, 36, who lived across the street. "Harmless. 

Strange but harmless." 

 "Tommy was an avid hunter," said neighbor Charles 

Tovle, 56, speculating that Siano used the weapons on 

upstate hunting trips. "They're very quiet except 

occasionally there were fights late at night, screaming, and 

the cops would come by and break it up." 

It was not believed that Kathleen Siano or Michael Poole 

were involved with collecting the weapons but were charged 

because they lived there, police sources said. 

The four suspects were expected to be arraigned later 

Saturday, officials said. 

Poole has a lengthy prior arrest record, including busts 

for assault, drug possession and DWI, according to records. 

Thomas Siano was busted in 1990 for drug possession, 

officials said. It was not immediately clear if his wife or son 

had a previous arrest record 

http://www.nydailynews.com/news/ny_crime/2010/03/2

7/2010-03-

27_brooklyn_couple_and_son_busted_for_massive_weapon

s_and_drugs_stockpile_including.html 

 

10-03-26Police: Off-duty officer fires gun while being 

beaten 

An off-duty police officer fired his gun this morning 

when two men started beating and kicking him during a 

confrontation on a Tacony street.  

No one was injured and police took two 29-year-old men 

into custody for questioning.  

Lt. Frank Vanore, a police spokesman, said the 

unidentified officer was engaged in some sort of argument 

with two men about 3 a.m. at Torresdale Avenue and 

Wellington Street.  
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The men knocked the officer to the ground and punched 

and kicked him "numerous times," Vanore said.  

"During the course of this, he discharges his firearm," 

the spokesman said. Three shots were fired.  

Uniformed officers responding to a call of gunfire were 

met by the off-duty officer, Vanore said.  

It was not immediately known what the officer was 

doing there at the time or if he lived in the neighborhood.  

The Police Department Internal Affairs unit and 

Northeast Detectives are investigating.  

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/breaking/89261767.h

tml 

 

10-03-25 Baldwin Borough residents would need to 

report lost, stolen guns 

An ordinance that would require Baldwin Borough 

residents to report lost or stolen guns to the police has 

generated strong feelings on both sides of the issue. 

Council last week voted 5-1 to authorize the borough's 

solicitor to draft the ordinance. Councilman John Conley 

was the lone dissenter. Councilman John Ferris was absent. 

After members of council met with representatives from 

CeaseFire PA, a statewide organization aimed at reducing 

gun violence, borough officials discussed the need for gun 

control in the community. 

In an effort to curtail illegal handguns statewide, 

CeaseFire PA is lobbying for local communities to require 

residents to report a lost or stolen gun to the police or face a 

penalty. 

Thirty communities statewide have passed the ordinance 

so far, said Jenna Finder, Western Pennsylvania coordinator 

for CeaseFire PA. They include Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, 

Castle Shannon, West Mifflin, West Homestead, Clairton, 

Munhall, Braddock and Wilkinsburg. 

"It in no way hampers anyone from owning a firearm," 

Councilman Larry Brown told his colleagues. "I don't see 

where it's going to hurt." 

But others disagree. 

"I feel this is not needed," Conley said. "I feel it takes 

away more of our freedoms. I feel a responsible resident 

will contact the police when a gun is stolen." 

The ordinance, though, is not meant for residents who 

typically would report a stolen gun to the police, others 

argued. 

"I think the key word there was 'responsible citizen,' and 

I think this takes care of the irresponsible citizens that 

wouldn't take the time and the effort to report it," 

Councilman Edward Moeller said. 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/pitt

sburgh/s_673206.html 

 

10-03-25 Marlin Firearms closing, 265 laid off 

North Haven plant closing in next 18 months 

North Haven, Conn. (WTNH) - Employees at Marlin 

Firearms in North Haven just got word late Thursday 

afternoon that they will be losing their jobs in the next 18 

months. 

265 people will be losing their jobs. The layoff will 

begin in May and the plant will be closed by June of 2011. 

The company tells News Channel 8 that they are moving the 

work out of state. 

Employees we spoke with say they feel blindsided. 

"We had a meeting at 3:30pm. They gonna phase us 

out," said one employee who has worked at Marlin for 19 

years. 

Founded by John Marlin in New Haven in 1870, Marlin 

Firearms is now headquartered in Madison, North Carolina. 

In 2007, Marlin was sold to the Remington Arms Company. 

The North Haven plant manufactures a variety of rifles. 

http://www.wtnh.com/dpp/news/busines...firearms-plant 

 

10-03-25 Team 4 Investigation: PFA Orders Reveal 

Convicted Felons Have Guns 

A Team 4 investigation exposed a hole in Pennsylvania's 

criminal justice system -- convicted felons who own 

firearms even though it's against the law. 

Team 4's Jim Parsons took a look at why law 

enforcement isn't catching it, even though the evidence is 

right in front of them. 

Team 4 found the evidence in protection from abuse 

orders, or PFAs -- the legal document that victims of 

domestic abuse file against someone they feel threatened by. 

Team 4 has discovered several PFAs that sound an 

alarm about convicted felons illegally possessing firearms, 

but no one in the system appears to be connecting the dots. 

Orlando Guarino is awaiting trial in Washington County 

in the strangulation deaths of his wife and two small 

children. On the day he was arrested in 2008, Guarino told 

reporters, "You look at the circumstances, I would accuse 

me too." 

Guarino has been a convicted felon since the mid-1990s 

-- and that means, by law, he couldn't own a gun. 

"If you're a convicted felon, you cannot have a gun, 

period, for any purpose," said acting U.S. Attorney Robert 

Cessar. 

Yet, Guarino did own a gun, according to a PFA filed by 

an ex-girlfriend four years before he was accused of killing 

his wife and children. 

"He choked me so tight that I couldn't breathe," the PFA 

states. "And then Orlando went and got the gun...and placed 

it in my mouth." 

 Guarino's ex-girlfriend would not speak with Team 4 on 

camera, but she told Parsons that no police agency 
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investigated her claims in 2004 about Guarino, a felon, 

owning a gun. 

That's probably because PFAs are not criminal 

documents. They're given to sheriff's departments and local 

police as civil documents to serve on defendants, just like an 

eviction notice. 

"You won't find it in the crimes code," said 

Westmoreland County Sheriff Charles Moore. 

"So a PFA is a civil matter, like a lawsuit? Not like an 

arrest?" Parsons asked. 

"That is correct," Moore said. 

Just as in the case of Orlando Guarino, Team 4 found 

half a dozen other examples of convicted felons who were 

accused in PFAs of owning and brandishing a firearm, but 

no weapons charges were ever filed against them. 

"Should somebody somewhere along the way be doing a 

criminal background check on defendants who have PFAs 

filed against them if firearms are mentioned?" Parsons 

asked. 

"It just seems to me that would be a practical, pragmatic, 

common-sense step in the process," Moore said. 

There is one police agency that gets information from all 

PFAs filed across the state. 

Pennsylvania State Police keep a statewide PFA registry 

with data sent to them from county prothonotaries, and state 

police also have access to the criminal records of every 

Pennsylvanian. 

"We know that we have state police and we have all of 

this information, but it's just not being cross-checked," said 

family court attorney Lisa Bennington. 

Team 4 asked Pennsylvania's top state trooper why his 

agency doesn't cross-check for felony convictions every time 

they get a PFA that alleges the defendant has a gun. He said 

he assumes local law enforcement does that. 

"I'm not saying it is a requirement, but I think diligent 

law enforcement they do that. When they get a PFA, they 

will run criminal history checks to find out about the 

background," State Police Cmdr. Frank Pawlowski said. 

Moore and Allegheny County Sheriff Bill Mullen said 

their deputies do run criminal checks before they serve 

PFAs -- but they're doing it for safety reasons, not to catch 

felons with guns. 

"PFAs are extremely dangerous to serve," Moore said. 

"We instruct the deputies to make sure, to ensure their 

safety, that they do a background check on the individual 

they are serving," Mullen said. 

 Team 4 also found state police aren't getting all the 

information that's in a PFA about whether the defendant has 

a gun. County prothonotaries are not always sending state 

police the handwritten statements filled out by plaintiffs that 

often contain details about guns like they used to. 

"The plaintiff fills this out as to what the defendant did," 

said Marlene Kreinbrook, of the Westmoreland County 

prothonotary's office. 

"So you used to have to type all that in?" Parsons asked. 

"Yes," Kreinbrook replied. 

"And no longer?" Parsons asked. 

"No," Kreinbrook said. 

"Why not?" Parsons asked. 

"Because some of them are really lengthy," Kreinbrook 

said. 

Team 4 went to a family court judge who deals with 

PFA cases to ask if Pennsylvania state police should be 

notified -- via an additional check box on the form -- if a 

defendant actually threatened the plaintiff with a firearm. 

"Couldn't there be a way or a program somebody could 

write that says, 'Let's just make sure any time a weapon is 

involved we're going to make sure this person is not a 

convicted felon?'" Parsons asked. 

"Great idea," said Judge Kathryn Hens-Greco. "Totally 

great idea… it's a great idea." 

State Rep. Dan Frankel, chairman of the House 

appropriations subcommittee on criminal justice, agrees. 

Frankel told Team 4 he wants state police to run those 

checks automatically 

Team 4's investigation found six examples of convicted 

felons accused in a PFA of owning and brandishing a 

firearm, but no weapons charges were filed against them. 

Team 4 spoke with one man, who did not want to be 

identified, but agreed to discuss an argument he had with his 

ex-wife's boyfriend. 

 Interviewee: "Uh, the guy, he looked a little menacing, 

so I was just letting him know, 'Hey, I need to talk to my 

wife,' and he complied." 

Parsons: "Did you point the gun at him?" 

Interviewee: "No." 

Parsons: "You just made sure he knew you had one?" 

Interviewee: "Exactly." 

By law, the man wasn't supposed to have a gun, but he 

did, and still does. 

Paralyzed from a shooting, he was also convicted in 

1994 on gun charges -- a first degree misdemeanor -- but 

Pennsylvania's first degree misdemeanors count as felonies 

under federal law, meaning he should not have any guns. 

When the man's ex-wife filed a PFA against him, local 

police seized his weapons. 

Interviewee: "I had to turn over two firearms." 

Parsons: "Handguns?" 

Interviewee: "They were handguns, yes, and I am a 

registered carrier. I can carry weapons." 

Parsons reported that the man has a concealed weapons 

permit from the Allegheny County Sheriff's Department, 

even though by law, he isn't allowed to have that. 
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Parsons said Sheriff William Mullen told Parsons he 

was unavailable to answer Team 4's questions, prompting 

Parsons to contact those who work for Mullen. 

Parsons did not identify himself when calling the 

Sheriff's Department and told the person who answered the 

phone that he wanted to apply for a handgun permit. 

Parsons: "Is it a problem if I have an old misdemeanor 

conviction?" 

Receptionist: "It could be." 

The sheriff's gun permit application doesn't mention 

anything about felonies or first degree misdemeanors. It 

asks applicants if they've been convicted of a crime, but 

instructs not to include state offenses classified as 

misdemeanors and punishable by a term of imprisonment 

not to exceed two years. 

The unidentified man Parsons interviewed said his prison 

term was only one year, but the maximum could have been 

up to five years, making him ineligible for a handgun 

permit. 

But since he was licensed, local police gave him his guns 

back. 

"The good thing is, he told me that after the PFA was 

up, I could come down to the local police station and get my 

guns, and they gave them back. They kept to their word," 

the man said. 

Team 4 also submitted written questions to Mullen, but 

did not receive any answers about how handgun permits are 

doled out by his office. 

http://www.thepittsburghchannel.com/news/22955549/d

etail.html 

 

10-03-24 A tough judge takes on flash-mob cases 

There were two brothers, sons of South Philly. 

One grew up to be a tough-talking union leader, political 

power broker, political candidate. 

The other took a quieter route, went to law school, and 

ultimately became head judge of Philadelphia's juvenile and 

family courts. 

After the last few days, however, few would dispute that 

Judge Kevin M. Dougherty shares a few candor genes with 

older brother John "Johnny Doc" Dougherty Jr., business 

manager of Local 98 of Electrical Workers Union. 

"I'm not playing. The days of civil unrest are over," the 

judge warned 10 teenagers Monday. 

He found all 10 guilty of felony rioting and conspiracy 

for their roles in a Feb. 16 "flash mob" in Center City. That 

incident - teenagers drawn to one location by text messages 

or other social media - was one of a series of flash mobs 

over the past 10 months, and it featured 150 teenagers who 

had been expelled from the Gallery shopping mall later 

rampaging through Macy's, fighting and breaking items. 

"You all want to play me and say you went down there 

shopping," Dougherty told the teens. "I'm not believing 

you." 

If Dougherty's stern candor recalls his outspoken 

brother, those who know him say the comparison is 

superficial. 

"I am not confusing him with his brother," said Lynne 

Abraham, the former long-term city District Attorney. "This 

was all Kevin. He is a totally different entity." 

Dougherty, 46, worked in Abraham's office as a 

prosecutor from 1990 to 1995, after he was admitted to the 

Pennsylvania bar. 

Dougherty's former boss describes him as one of those 

judges who combine legal and administrative skills with a 

love of the city and a well-traveled knowledge of the streets 

and the scams they generate. 

"You know he's a man who speaks his mind," Abraham 

added. "He runs his courtroom, and he is not out there for 

somebody who wants to trifle with him or the system." 

Abraham's successor, Seth Williams, has a similar 

assessment of Dougherty, whom he met in 1992 when 

Williams joined the District Attorney's Office. 

"He's a very passionate person about this city," Williams 

said. "He knows stuff about the neighborhoods. These kids 

couldn't lie to him because he knows the truth about 

growing up in the city." 

The juvenile-court system is an odd mix of crime and 

punishment that gives judges extraordinary ability to take 

control over juveniles and try to prevent them from 

becoming criminal adults. 

Though the court's mission is to protect and rehabilitate 

children who have fallen into criminal activity, judges can 

also incarcerate youths until they turn 21. 

One 15-year-old student from Simon Gratz High School 

learned that on Monday when Dougherty warned him he 

would get a year in the juvenile system for every lie he told. 

The youth left in handcuffs with a three-year sentence. 

"I think what he's done is spectacular," said Lynne Z. 

Gold-Bikin, a veteran Montgomery County law and expert 

in family law and a former chair of the American Bar 

Association's family law section. 

"I think it's about time we start taking strong action 

against some of these kids who are out of control," Gold-

Bikin said. 

If Dougherty is taking a tough stance with the flash-mob 

juveniles, his nine years as a Family Court judge - six as 

administrative judge - demonstrate a comprehensive view of 

juveniles who get in trouble with the law. 

A graduate of Temple University and the Antioch School 

of Law, Dougherty has long been involved in juvenile 

justice, including two years before he was named judge as a 

special master in the city's Family Court Truancy Program. 



 

 
Page 47

Last March, he and Abraham held a news conference 

announcing an anti-gun-trafficking program focusing on 

adults who make "straw purchases" of guns for children. 

Four years ago, Dougherty was with Mayor Street and 

then city schools chief Paul Vallas in sending 6,000 letters 

to the parents of 12- through 18-year-olds with eight or 

more illegal absences. The letters ordered the parents to 

appear at Temple University's Liacouras Center for a 

lecture on parental responsibility and truancy - or face fines 

or jail. 

And even when he committed teenagers to state 

institutions during this week's hearings, Dougherty made 

sure they understood that he was not sending them there as 

punishment, but in hopes they could turn their lives around. 

He told one mother that her son, after his sixth arrest, 

was on his way "to an early grave." 

"I can't have that," he assured her. 

To a 17-year-old Bartram High School student, 

Dougherty said: "You look me in the eye. You have 

everything it takes to be a success. What can be done with 

you so that you have a future?" 

Marsha L. Levick, legal director of the Juvenile Law 

Center in Philadelphia, which advocates for children's rights 

in the justice system, said one of the most important things 

Dougherty had done was, as the city's top juvenile judge, to 

take on the flash-mob cases himself instead of wheeling 

them among other juvenile judges. 

"I call that a very good sign," Levick added. 

As long as the juveniles' rights to legal representation 

and due process are protected, Levick said, "it is certainly 

an appropriate response to what is illegal conduct. 

"This is a very high-profile situation and kids need to be 

held accountable for their actions." 

High-profile is the word, and city officials have said they 

worry about the impact the flash mobs might have on 

Center City's hard-won reputation as a safe, attractive 

destination for visitors. 

"I think what Kevin makes clear when he speaks to these 

defendants is that he understands what the community is 

feeling," Abraham said. "And what the community is feeling 

is not just what the black community, or the Latino 

community or the Asian community or the Southeast Asian 

community is feeling. He understands that the community is 

frightened." 

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/local/88990022.html 

 

10-03-24 Record numbers now licensed to pack heat 

Firearms deaths fall as millions obtain permits to carry 

concealed guns 

Waving a chromed semiautomatic pistol, the robber 

pushed into the building in the bustling Five Points 

neighborhood of Columbia, S.C., just before 11 p.m. on 

April 11, 2009. “Gimme what you got!” he yelled, his gun 

hand trembling.  

Attorney Jim Corley was one of four people in the room, 

the lounge area of a 12-step recovery group’s meeting hall. 

“He said, ‘Give me your wallet,’” Corley recalled. “So I 

reached around to my back pocket and gave him what was 

there.” 

Unfortunately for the gunman, later identified as Kayson 

Helms, 18, of Edison, N.J., that was Corley’s tiny Kel-Tec 

.32, hidden in a wallet holster and loaded with a half-dozen 

hollow points. Corley fired once into the robber’s abdomen. 

The young man turned. Corley fired twice more, hitting him 

in the neck and again in the torso. Helms ran into the night 

and collapsed to die on a railroad embankment 100 feet 

away. 

Reports filed by officers who arrived at the scene a short 

time later called it an “exceptionally clear” case of 

justifiable homicide. Following South Carolina’s “Castle 

Doctrine,” which allows the use of deadly force in self-

defense, police did not arrest Corley. They did not 

interrogate him. Corley was offered the opportunity to make 

a voluntary statement, which he did.  

Helms’ friends and relatives were left to mourn, barred 

by the same Castle Doctrine from filing a civil lawsuit.  

 Jim Corley became an unintentional spokesman for a 

burgeoning movement of millions of Americans who 

secretly and legally pack pistols in waistbands, under 

jackets, strapped to ankles, stashed in purses or — like 

Corley — tucked in hip pockets. 

From its beginnings in the 1980s, the “right-to-carry” 

movement has succeeded in boosting the number of licensed 

concealed-gun carriers from fewer than 1 million to a record 

6 million today, according to estimates from gun-rights 

groups that are supported by msnbc.com’s research. And 

while hotly debated, the effect of this dramatic increase is 

largely unknown. 

Gun enthusiasts claim a link between more private 

citizens carrying concealed weapons and the nation’s 

dramatic decrease in violent crime. Gun-control activists 

argue that concealed-carry permits are being handed out to 

people who should never get them, sometimes resulting in 

tragic, needless shootings.  

Effect on crime is hotly debated 

 But even with the push to expand concealed-carry rights 

now in its third decade, no scientific studies have reached 

any widely accepted conclusions about the movement’s 

effect on crime or personal safety.  

Statistics from the national Centers for Disease Control 

do indicate that the murder and mayhem predicted by many 

opponents of concealed-carry laws have not come to pass. 

But even that point, while celebrated by gun-rights activists 
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and conceded by some concealed-carry opponents, is 

disputed by others.  

Both sides do agree on one thing: More Americans than 

ever are carrying hidden guns.  

 Firearms laws have been growing more relaxed across 

the United States for years. Gun-control activists have failed 

in efforts to re-enact the nationwide ban on certain 

semiautomatic rifles they call “assault weapons.” They were 

unable to block a change in federal law, signed by President 

Obama this year, which allows guns to be carried in 

national parks. And they watched in dismay as the U.S. 

Supreme Court ruled in June 2008 that the Second 

Amendment grants residents of Washington, D.C., the right 

to own and keep loaded handguns in their homes.  

“We’ve had a very good run,” said Andrew 

Arulanandam, chief spokesman for the 4 million-member 

National Rifle Association, the nation’s largest and most 

powerful voice for gun rights. 

It’s a run that has often been paced by the work of the 

NRA and its allies on concealed-weapons laws.  

In a little more than 20 years, the concealed-carry 

movement has won changes in scores of laws across the 

nation to boost from nine to 37 the number of “shall issue” 

states in which civilians must be given concealed-carry 

permits, known as CCWs, generally if they are 21 or older, 

do not have a criminal record and are willing to submit to 

fingerprinting and a background check. In two more states, 

Alaska and Vermont, most adults may carry concealed 

handguns without obtaining permits.  

The movement's successes have energized some gun-

rights activists to push for laws that further increase their 

ability to carry weapons, even when those laws trump 

private property and states’ rights. 

The reasons for the push to loosen concealed carry laws 

are themselves open to debate.  

Kristen Rand, legislative director for the Violence Policy 

Center, a gun-control group, said the movement “has to do 

with selling more guns.” While it was pushed by groups like 

the NRA, it also “dovetailed with the gun industry’s 

desperate need to find a new market.” 

“Their efforts at reaching out to minorities and women 

have failed,” said Rand, whose group advocates banning all 

handguns and some rifles but believes sporting rifles and 

shotguns should remain legal. “The industry constantly has 

to look for a way to make a guy who already owns 15 guns 

buy a new one.” 

 But Alan Gottlieb, president of the Second Amendment 

Foundation, which promotes and defends gun rights, said 

the movement has been a grass-roots drive.  

As he built his Bellevue, Wash.-based organization from 

its start in 1974 to its membership of 600,000 today, he 

constantly polled members for direction. Each time, he said, 

they responded with a clear message: “‘I want the right to 

carry.’ That was the single biggest thing everyone wanted.”  

 When Gottlieb’s foundation got its start, just four states 

allowed regular citizens to carry concealed weapons simply 

because they wanted to.  

Some other states were known as “may issue,” meaning 

concealed weapons permits were dispensed at the discretion 

of state or local law enforcement officials. That system 

often was dogged by charges of political favoritism, and it 

continues to be in states such as California and New York, 

where it is still in place. 

And many states did not allow civilians to carry 

concealed weapons under any circumstances, as is still the 

case in Illinois and Wisconsin. 

While four states joined the “shall issue” ranks through 

the early and mid-1980s, the movement’s turning point 

came in 1987, when a successful “shall-issue” campaign in 

Florida received heavy national media coverage.  

The publicity had a snowball effect, according to 

Gottlieb. By 1990, there were 15 “shall-issue” states and by 

2000, there were 30. 

The NRA’s Arulanandam said the movement gained 

even more momentum in the wake of Hurricane Katrina in 

2005.  

 “People saw it live, they saw people taking trash cans 

and throwing them through store windows right in front of 

TV cameras,” he said. “People processed these images, and 

they processed these events, and they realized that when the 

unthinkable happens, they want to have an effective means 

of defending themselves and their loved ones.”  

While gun-rights and gun-control activists argue about 

what led to the loosening of concealed-weapons laws, they 

agree that the lobbying prowess of groups like Gottlieb’s 

and Arulanandam’s helped make it happen.  

 “We are tenacious and we work hard to pass whatever 

our legislative agenda is,” Arulanandam said.  

 “Tactically, they’ve been brilliant on a lot of issues,” 

agreed Paul Helmke of the Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun 

Violence, perhaps the nation’s best-known gun-control 

advocacy group, which opposes "shall-issue" concealed-

weapons laws but does not advocate a ban on handguns. 

The concealed-carry movement also has been aided by a 

fractured opposition, said Jim Kessler of the progressive 

think tank Third Way, who has been advocating gun-control 

measures for years. “The gun safety movement is splintered. 

… They have different issues and they fight each other.”  

Indeed, gun-control advocates are often at odds over 

such basics as the effect of relaxed concealed-carry laws on 

crime. 

Nationwide statistics aren't available 

 Rand, the spokeswoman for the Violence Policy Center, 

acknowledged that “we don’t have centralized data-
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gathering to know what people are doing with these 

licenses.” 

“(But) anecdotally, we know they’re doing quite a bit of 

harm,” she said.  

Her group posts news accounts of concealed-weapons 

permit holders allegedly involved in firearms deaths on a 

part of its Web site called “Concealed Carry Killers.” The 

site says 130 civilians and nine police officers have been 

killed and 13 mass shootings have been carried out by 

people with concealed-weapons permits since May 2007. 

Helmke, of the Brady Campaign, cited the work of Rand’s 

group in a recent blog post that mocked the NRA for saying 

concealed weapons permit holders “are all ‘law-abiding’ 

citizens.’”  

But Third Way’s Kessler, while agreeing there is “no 

evidence” that more concealed-weapons permits have led to 

lower crime rates, said, “I’ve not seen any evidence on the 

other side that it creates havoc either.” 

Gun-rights activists point to studies they say prove that 

having more guns in civilian hands, whether being carried 

by permit holders or not, has reduced crime rates. 

“Firearms in the hands of law abiding citizens prevent 1 

million robberies, murders and rapes every year,” said John 

Pierce, a Virginia-based gun-rights activist with 

opencarry.org.That’s at least partly due to the huge increase 

in “shall-issue” states, which has been “the most significant 

beneficial public policy move in my lifetime,” said the 41-

year-old Pierce. 

But Dr. David Hemenway, Ph.D., a Harvard professor 

of public health who has studied gun violence for years, said 

that when it comes to concealed-carry laws, neither side can 

make a legitimate claim about their effects on crime. 

Hemenway said that the most definitive review to date 

— a 2004 look at research on the topic by the National 

Research Council — “found no credible evidence that 

passage of right-to-carry laws increases or decreases violent 

crime.”  

Americans overall are far less likely to be killed with a 

firearm than they were when it was much more difficult to 

obtain a concealed-weapons permit, according to statistics 

collected by the federal Centers for Disease Control. But 

researchers have not been able to establish a cause-and-

effect relationship. 

 In the 1980s and ’90s, as the concealed-carry movement 

gained steam, Americans were killed by others with guns at 

the rate of about 5.66 per 100,000 population. In this 

decade, the rate has fallen to just over 4.07 per 100,000, a 

28 percent drop. The decline follows a fivefold increase in 

the number of “shall-issue” and unrestricted concealed-

carry states from 1986 to 2006. 

 The highest gun homicide rate is in Washington, D.C., 

which has had the nation’s strictest gun-control laws for 

years and bans concealed carry: 20.50 deaths per 100,000 

population, five times the general rate. The lowest rate, 

1.12, is in Utah, which has such a liberal concealed 

weapons policy that most American adults can get a permit 

to carry a gun in Utah without even visiting the state. 

The decline in gun homicides also comes as U.S. firearm 

sales are skyrocketing, according to federal background 

checks that are required for most gun sales. After holding 

stable at 8.5 to 9 million checks from 1999 to 2005, the FBI 

reported a surge to 10 million in 2006, 11 million in 2007, 

nearly 13 million in 2008 and more than 14 million last 

year, a 55 percent increase in just four years.  

Because the gun death rates parallel an overall drop in 

crime, Hemenway suspects that the decline “has nothing to 

do with concealed-carry laws.”  

While other researchers point to numerous, complex 

reasons for fluctuations in the crime rate, Hemenway said 

the surge that began in the 1980s and the subsequent decline 

were "all about inner-city gun crime." Crime "declined 

nationwide after the crack wars died out," Rand agreed.  

Hemenway said valid studies of the effects of more 

concealed weapons permits on firearms deaths could only be 

obtained by studying shooting deaths that involved 

concealed-carry permit holders.  

But such data is not collected by most law enforcement 

agencies and not compiled nationally, said Rand of the 

Violence Policy Center. Her group would like to see 

nationwide reporting of the number of concealed-weapons 

permit holders, a “systematic collection of arrest and 

conviction data” for them as well as hard data on the 

number of justifiable homicides they’re involved in. 

But “the NRA and the gun lobby would never allow 

that,” Rand charged. “The gun lobby is trying to keep all 

this data secret. … They know it’s not going to go well for 

them.” 

The NRA’s Arulanandam denied that the organization 

universally opposes the collection of such data, but said it 

would not endorse the concept without seeing a specific 

proposal in writing. 

Meanwhile, the NRA and its allies continue to push for 

even fewer restrictions on where civilians can carry 

concealed weapons, in some cases provoking charges that 

they are trying to place gun rights above other fundamental 

rights. 

They fell just two votes shy of winning approval in the 

U.S. Senate last summer of a measure that would have 

guaranteed state-to-state reciprocity for all concealed-carry 

laws. The Thune amendment, named for sponsoring Sen. 

John Thune, R-S.D., would have automatically allowed a 

permit holder from one state to carry a concealed gun in all 

states that issue such permits. 
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Currently, reciprocal arrangements are left to the states, 

and critics of the Thune amendment labeled it a trampling of 

states’ rights because it would have forced one state’s 

training and other standards on states that may have tougher 

rules.  

“I think a lot of senators did not understand that if 

Florida gives someone a concealed-carry permit and they 

have a criminal record a mile long, you’ve got to let them 

carry in your state,” Rand said. “I think that’s why you 

haven’t seen it come back up. … People are seeing it as 

more of a states’ rights issue.” 

Even some gun-rights enthusiasts like Pierce agree with 

that. “It would have been wonderful for the 6 million permit 

holders across the country, but ultimately I think it would 

have been constitutionally unsupportable,” he said. 

 But others, including Gottlieb of the Second 

Amendment Foundation and Arulanandam of the NRA, say 

gun-control advocates had no such concern for states’ rights 

when they pushed for federal laws to ban specific weapons 

and mandate background checks. They foresee that 

argument crumbling and say it’s only a matter of time 

before right-to-carry reciprocity is the law of the land. 

2nd Amendment vs. property rights 

Another front in the push to expand concealed-carry 

rights involves private property. In most states, property 

owners are free to bar concealed-gun carriers. But gun-

rights activists say that goes too far when it extends to 

firearms locked in private vehicles. The NRA successfully 

helped defend Oklahoma laws that prohibit banning guns in 

private parking lots and has tackled the issue in other states.  

 Arulanandam said the parking lot fight was actually 

started by gun-control groups who encouraged employers 

across the country to search workers’ vehicles and fire those 

caught with guns, often outdoorsmen planning to go hunting 

before or after work. Once gun-control forces made it an 

issue, the NRA responded, he said.  

“We’re always looking for opportunities to enhance the 

rights of law-abiding Americans,” Arulanandam added.  

Rand said such comments are double-talk from “cynical” 

NRA leaders who are more interested in fear-mongering and 

fund-raising than constitutional rights. 

“The idea that you send people out into public and if 

someone else has a gun, you have to kill them, that becomes 

anarchy,” she said. 

But Jim Corley, the Columbia, S.C., attorney whose 

three squeezes of the trigger of his Kel-Tec .32 ended the 

life of would-be robber Kayson Helms, says he’ll stick with 

his gun. 

“I was glad I was legally able to carry,” said Corley, 61, 

unemotionally, in the gravelly voice of a three-pack-a-day 

smoker. “I did what had to be done under the circumstances 

at the time. If it happened again today, I’d do the exact 

same thing.” http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/34714389 

 

10-03-23 City lawmen: Restore state funding for gun 

task force 

State Sen. Anthony Hardy Williams, joined with top 

Philadelphia law enforcement officials, Tuesday called for 

restoring $2 million in state funding for the Philadelphia 

Gun Violence Task Force.  

"This program doesn't need to be cut," Williams said. "It 

needs to be replicated. It needs to replicated in Allentown, 

Erie, Harrisburg and other communities" plagued by gun 

violence.  

At a news conference at the Philadelphia Police 

Administration Building, Williams (D., Phila.) noted that in 

2005 he secured, with the help of then-state Sen. Vince 

Fumo, a $800,000 state grant for the pilot program for the 

gun violence task force.  

In 2006, that grant became a $5 million line item in the 

state's general fund budget and the funding remained until 

the 2009-2010 fiscal year.  

Kevin Harley, a spokesman for the Attorney General's 

Office, said the $2 million cut was made by the governor's 

office and approved by the legislature. He said an additional 

$30,000 cut to the program has been proposed for the next 

fiscal year.  

"This has been an extremely effective law enforcement 

program in getting guns off the street," Harley said.  

Williams, who has declared his candidacy for governor, 

was joined by Police Commissioner Charles H. Ramsey, 

District Attorney R. Seth Williams and Brian Grady, head 

of the special operations unit of the District Attorney's 

Office.  

The senator said the group's work has resulted in 1,207 

investigations, the seizure of 743 firearms, the arrest of 

more than 400 people, and 157 convictions for gun various 

crimes. Those convictions included straw purchasers, 

someone who buys a firearm for a person prohibited by law 

from possessing a gun.  

The task force is composed of special investigators and 

veteran prosecutors from the Philadelphia District 

Attorney's Office, working with Philadelphia police.  

Ramsey said he strongly supported the effort to restore 

the funding.  

"When I came we had more than 6,000 items of ballistic 

evidence that was part of our backlog. Now we have less 

than 1,000," Ramsey said, crediting a large part of the 

reduction to the work of the task force.  

"Now is not the time to reduce funding the gun violence 

task force," Seth Williams said. "This is a program that 

works. This is something in our criminal justice system that 

is beneficial."  
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"There are too many street corners in Philadelphia that 

are littered with teddy bears and balloons for the young lives 

that have been lost and cut short," the district attorney 

added. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/breaking/88961102.h

tml 

 

10-03-21 ID theft could be prelude to worse crime 

 Identity theft may be the financial world's equivalent of 

a staph infection. Just when you thought you had a handle 

on protecting your identity from criminals, the crime has 

morphed into something new and far more toxic. 

It has become relatively easy to find and combat 

traditional identity theft, which involves a stranger 

snatching your Social Security number and other identifying 

information to apply for credit in your name. 

You simply request free copies of your credit report 

every three months and review them for accuracy. If there's 

something on the report that's not yours, you can put a fraud 

alert on your file and file a police report. 

But identity criminals are now using your information as 

they commit felonies, including child abuse and terrorism. 

Others are using your records to file fraudulent medical 

claims, experts say. These new forms of identity theft are 

nearly invisible until they cause serious problems. 

"We had one case where the (identity thief) was wanted 

for rape and child abuse," said Linda Foley, director of the 

Identity Theft Resource Center in San Diego. The victim 

discovered the fraud when he was stopped for a broken tail 

light "and found himself lying face-down in the dirt, with 

guns drawn against him." 

This victim lost his business and eventually changed his 

name and disappeared, Foley said. 

Statistics indicating just how frequently something like 

this happens are hard to come by, but experts say it's a 

growing concern. 

"I don't have numbers, but it's very pervasive," said 

Avivah Litan, research director at Gartner Inc., a research 

and advisory firm. "These are rings of really bad guys who 

do terrible things and want to hide who they are." 

One recent case gives a glimpse of just how disturbing 

today's identity criminals can be. Authorities in New York 

nabbed 22 alleged identity crooks last month. The 

ringleaders sold at least 200 new identities, complete with 

driver's licenses and birth certificates, for between $7,000 

and $10,000 apiece, according to law enforcement 

authorities. Among their customers, according to police: 

A man who was on supervised release from a 70-month 

federal prison sentence for drug trafficking and firearm 

offenses.  

A convicted felon whose driver's license had been 

suspended for multiple drunken driving convictions.  

A convicted sex offender who had been returned to 

prison for failing to register as a sex offender. On release, 

he visited these identity thieves for a new driver's license, 

presumably so he could again avoid registration.  

Another convicted felon, who got his fake ID while still 

in prison.  

Police were able to crack the ring by sending an 

investigator to pose as someone on the government's "no-

fly" list for potential terrorist connections. He told the 

suspects, two of whom worked for the New York 

Department of Motor Vehicles, that he wanted to get a 

passport to fly to Pakistan. 

Jennifer Leuer, general manager of the identity theft 

protection firm ProtectMyID.com, says there's been a rise in 

medical identity theft, too. This involves crooks using stolen 

insurance information to make claims. 

Victims might discover the fraud when they're denied 

health insurance or when the thief fails to pay a deductible 

or co-insurance amount, which then could appear as a 

delinquent account on the victim's credit report. 

"It was well over a year after most victims found out 

about it," she said. 

How might you recognize the signs of criminal or 

medical identity theft and what should you do about it? 

If you are the victim of criminal identity theft, you may 

hear about it when you attempt to register your car or renew 

your driver's license, Foley said. In other cases, you might 

get an inkling of trouble if you are passed up for a 

promotion as the result of a background check. 

It can be tougher to spot medical identity theft if your 

thief pays the deductibles and you're not in the process of 

buying insurance in the open market. But since crooks 

usually don't discriminate about whom they defraud, you 

may see signs of trouble by closely watching your credit 

report, Leuer said. 

If you find you've been a victim, your first step is to file 

a police report, Foley said. If you're lucky, the criminal 

impersonating you will have been booked for a crime, have 

a mug shot on file and a police record of fingerprints. 

That can help you prove that they are not you. You, 

however, may have to pay for a LifeScan. This allows you 

to put your fingerprints on file and send them off to 

whatever law enforcement agency is dealing with your 

impersonator. 

Make sure that you get an acknowledgment that your 

name has been cleared, Foley said. 

With medical identity theft, you take your police report 

to your insurer and try to get your records cleared of 

fraudulent claims. That should help you remain insurable if 

you ever have to buy health coverage in the open market. 

In the meantime, Leuer warns people to stop printing 

their Social Security numbers on forms in doctor's offices. 
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Most doctors, dentists — even the Girl Scouts — ask for 

this information. But they don't need it, and they often don't 

keep it in secure places. 

Having your Social Security number on these forms 

makes you far more likely to be a potential victim. "Identity 

theft is how criminals try to stay under the radar," Litan 

said. "But for the victim, it can have terrible implications." 

http://www.poconorecord.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID

=/20100321/NEWS02/3210351 

 

10-03-21 2 Baltimore Officers Shot During Traffic Stop 

BALTIMORE (CBS) ? A traffic stop led to a shootout 

in Southeast Baltimore early Sunday morning, as the driver 

opened fire on three officers, police said. Two of those 

officers were wounded. 

Three officers were working in plainclothes and an 

unmarked police car. 

The officers had stopped a Chevrolet Caprice about 

12:21 a.m. Sunday in the 2600 block of McElderry Street in 

Southeast Baltimore, said Baltimore City Police 

spokesperson Detective Donny Moses. After an 

investigation, they found that there was a small amount of 

marijuana in the car. They attempted to take the occupant of 

the car into custody, but he began to fight with one of the 

officers. The other two came to his aid. 

According to Baltimore City Police spokesperson 

Anthony Guglielmi, as the officers were approaching the car 

again, the suspect pulled out a .25 caliber gun and shot one 

officer in the face and the other in the right hand, nearly 

severing the pinky finger. Both officers were scheduled for 

surgery Sunday. 

The officers returned fire, hitting and killing the driver. 

He was pronounced dead at the scene. 

 The officer shot in the face is in serious, but stable 

condition at Shock Trauma and will survive. The other 

officer is also still at Shock Trauma. Neither officer lost 

consciousness and both are alert. 

"People get cheesed off when I call these guys with guns 

on our streets idiots and say I shouldn't call them that," said 

Police Commissioner Frederick Bealefeld. "There aren't 

words harsh enough for me to call them. The adjectives 

can't be harsh enough and the penalties can't be harsh 

enough." 

Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake has met with the 

officers and their families. 

"I'm very proud of our officers. They performed well and 

they're very brave in spite of very difficult and painful 

injuries," she said. "We have to do everything we can to get 

stricter gun laws passed." 

The identity of the officers has not yet been revealed, nor 

has the identity of the suspect. 

"The suspect's next of kin have not been notified as of 

this time," Bealefeld said. 

Police say two other people have been arrested and are 

being called suspects; it is not known what their roles were 

in the shooting. Bealefeld said that they have not been 

charged with anything. 

It's not known if the suspect has a criminal background. 

Detective Robert Cherry, president of the Baltimore City 

Fraternal Order of Police lodge, expressed relief that the 

officers would survive. In an e-mail, he praised the "bravery 

and commitment" of those officers and all the men and 

women who serve on the Baltimore police force. 

However, Cherry said the shooting "is another reminder 

of how far Baltimore City still needs to go to remove violent 

thugs from our streets." 

http://kdka.com/national/officer.shot.baltimore.2.1578903.h

tml 

 

10-03-20 Man charged with assault with a firearm 

Pocono Mountain Regional Police responded to a 

reported assault with a firearm Thursday evening at a 

Pocono Pines home at 40 Fire House Road. 

A man told police that Scott H. Knight, 42, stole his 

Beretta .32 caliber pistol on a previous date. The man said 

Knight pointed the gun at him and made him leave the 

home. 

Police contacted Knight and arrested him. 

Knight is charged with aggravated assault and theft by 

unlawful taking, both felonies of the second degree, plus 

two counts of simple assault, reckless endangerment and 

terroristic threats. Knight was placed in Monroe County 

Correctional facility awaiting a preliminary hearing. 

http://www.poconorecord.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID

=/20100320/NEWS/100329999 

 

10-03-20 Off-Duty Officer Shoots, Kills Robbery 

Suspect 

PHILADELPHIA (CBS 3) ?A convenience store 

robbery suspect is dead following a shootout with an off-

duty Philadelphia Police officer Friday morning. 

Authorities said a Highway Patrol officer opened fire on 

a suspect at about 3 a.m. during a robbery in progress at a 

7-Eleven on City Line Avenue near St. Joseph's University. 

Police said the store clerk knew the officer, who was a 

regular customer, and alerted him of the robbery. When he 

approached the gunman and identified himself as an officer, 

the suspect fled the store. 

As the off-duty officer gave chase on foot, police said 

the suspect appeared to reach for weapon twice before 

gunfire rang out. 
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"I heard about five or six gunshots and started running 

downstairs to see happened," said St. Joe's student Brian 

Clarke. 

Clarke said he saw a man standing over the suspect with 

a gun and a badge. 

"The cop was saying, 'Don't make me shoot you again,'" 

said Clarke. 

The suspect, Kenneth DeShields of Philadelphia, was 

shot twice in the chest and was taken to the Hospital of the 

University of Pennsylvania where he was pronounced dead. 

No other injuries were reported. 

Both the Lower Merion and Philadelphia Police 

departments are investigating. 

http://cbs3.com/topstories/lower.merion.philadelphia.2.1

574581.html 

 

10-03-19 D.A.: Illegally buy a gun, you'll be going to jail 

Most people facing a perp walk ignore or hide from the 

news cameras, desperate to dodge further shame. 

But Teayra O'Hannon, her hands shackled and her elbow 

in the firm grip of an armed officer, chattered nonstop to the 

news shutterbugs as she trudged to a police van yesterday. 

"Sorry, Mom! Sorry, Mom! Sorry, sorry, sorry, Mom! 

Lord, have mercy!" the 23-year-old Nicetown woman said, 

before defiantly barking at the news cameras: "Don't try to 

make an example out of me!" 

But like it or not, authorities say that O'Hannon was the 

perfect example of the message that city lawmen want 

citizens to hear: If you buy a gun for a thug, you will go to 

jail. 

"We're going to get you. The little money you make in 

profit on this gun won't be worth it as you sit in prison," 

District Attorney Seth Williams warned yesterday at a news 

conference announcing the arrests of 35 people, including 

O'Hannon, on charges of gun trafficking, straw-purchasing 

and other firearm offenses. 

Williams joined Attorney General Tom Corbett and 

other lawmen at Corbett's Southwest Philadelphia office to 

publicly celebrate the success of the Gun Violence Task 

Force, a partnership involving the Attorney General's 

Office, Philadelphia police and the Philadelphia District 

Attorney's Office. 

Since its December 2006 formation, the task force has 

opened 1,311 investigations, made 424 arrests, seized 779 

firearms and convicted 183 people of straw-purchasing and 

gun-trafficking offenses, Corbett and Williams said. 

"Not only have these agents made arrests and seized 

illegal firearms, but they have assisted in solving shootings, 

burglaries, robberies and homicides," Corbett said. 

Corbett repeated his oft-made call for lawmakers to hold 

a public hearing on stiffening penalties for gun offenses, 

saying that straw-buyers - citizens who buy guns for felons 

not permitted to possess or purchase them themselves - 

deserve severe punishment. 

"When you purchase a gun for a criminal and that gun is 

used to kill someone, it is as if you pulled the trigger 

yourself," Corbett said. 

Williams agreed: "There are too many street corners in 

Philadelphia that are littered with teddy bears and balloons, 

memorials to the lives that were lost [to gun violence]. If 

we're going to change that, we have to go after those that 

are making a profit off of that bloodshed." 

The 35 suspects whose arrests were announced 

yesterday stand accused of straw-buying, stealing guns in 

burglaries or thefts, trading firearms for drugs or related 

offenses. Many of the straw-buyers were women who gave 

the firearms to boyfriends, husbands or male relatives, or to 

friends who couldn't legally buy a gun themselves. 

Philadelphia residents arrested were O'Hannon; Khalid 

Walker, 30; Jordan Spier, 23; Nicholas Riding, 28; Majeeda 

Lewis, 33; James Robinson, 22; Ryan Magnin, 36; Calvin 

Capers, 33; Anthony Outlaw, 23; Erica Thomas, 26; 

Jareese Tillman, 24; Hassan Mikell, 18; Antoine Powers, 

22; Reginald Farmer, 23; Desiree Carr, 29; Shemiah Byrd, 

30; Luz Rodriguez, 37; Lamont McLaughlin, 20; Arnetta 

Green, 40; Troy Hinson, 26; Michael Thomas, 18; Keifer 

Wright, 21; Melanie McNeal, 28; Devon Womack, 27; John 

Connell, 38; Gary Lee Alston, 26; John Williams, 24; 

Morroco Bey, 29; Justin Davis, 21; Ernest Davis; 19; Irwin 

Gray, 19; and two juveniles whose names weren't released. 

Also arrested were Grace David, 26, of Norristown, and 

Kevin Polanco, 29, of Collingswood, N.J 

http://www.philly.com/philly/hp/news_update/20100319

_D_A___Illegally_buy_a_gun__you_ll_be_going_to_jail.ht

ml 

 

10-03-18 Dozens arrested in illegal gun sweep 

PHILADELPHIA - March 18, 2010 (WPVI) -- Police 

rounded up dozens of men and women accused of being a 

part of Philadelphia's gun problem 

The charges against these suspects run the gamut, but 

police say they all had ties to illegal firearms.  

 One of those suspects: Tearya O'Hannon of Dennie 

Street in Philadelphia. Police say she had no criminal 

history, but now she is in hot water after being arrested for 

buying a handgun for a convicted felon. 

She is one of nine suspects arrested in the last 24 hours 

by agents from the Pennsylvania Attorney General's office 

and the Philadelphia District Attorney's office. 

In the last 45 day, the joint task force has busted nearly 

three doze suspects, and at least half the suspects hauled in 

were involved in straw purchasing: In other words, buying a 

weapon for a convicted felon who cannot legally buy one on 

their own. 
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 "Who are the straw purchasers? They are the 

girlfriends, they are the children, friends, neighbors. People 

who are close to these violent criminals and can be easily 

manipulated into buying the guns," said Attorney General 

Tom Corbett. 

Nearly 800 guns have been seized over the course of 

three years. In all, 183 individuals have been convicted of 

straw purchasing and other gun running offenses. 

 "If we're going to change the fact that Philadelphia leads 

the nation in the amount of homicides caused by handguns, 

we're going to have to stop both the supply and the demand 

for these illegal firearms that have no valid use on our 

streets," said Philadelphia District Attorney Seth Williams. 

The task force also arrested two more people connected 

to the killings of two armored car guards in Northeast 

Philadelphia. 

 The gunman, Mustafa Ali, was convicted last month. 

On Thursday, authorities arrested Jayson Lightly of Cobbs 

Creek, the original owner of the gun, who is now convicted 

of selling the 9mm handgun to a co-worker, Eric Benson of 

South Philadelphia. Lighty is already in prison, while 

Benson is allegedly refusing to tell police to whom he sold 

the gun. 

 There is a political element that triggered this parade of 

suspects. Gov. Ed Rendell, as a belt-tightening measure, 

wants to cut $2 million from the Philadelphia Task Force 

budget, a total of 40%. 

Corbett, who is running for governor, will fight to get the 

general assembly to restore the funding. 

http://abclocal.go.com/wpvi/story?section=news/crime&i

d=7338364 

 

10-03-18 Husband charged in death of wife in St. 

Thomas; Christopher Jones admits to shooting Kristin 

Runyon 

St. Thomas, Pa. -The husband of a St. Thomas woman 

whose late February death was ruled a homicide earlier this 

month has been charged by Pennsylvania State Police with 

involuntary and voluntary manslaughter. 

Christopher Thomas Jones, 30, of 8091 Sunflower 

Circle turned himself in at the Chambersburg barracks of 

the Pennsylvania State Police Wednesday. 

Jones’ wife, Kristin Michele Runyon, 27, was 

pronounced dead at 5:18 a.m. Thursday, Feb. 25, in the 

couple’s home. Her death was ruled a homicide, “death at 

the hands of another person,” by Franklin County Coroner 

Jeffrey R. Conner on March 1. Runyon died from a single 

gunshot wound to the right chest. 

Runyon, a 2001 graduate of Chambersburg Area Senior 

High School, was a registered nurse at Chambersburg 

Hospital. 

Jones was arraigned before Magisterial District Judge 

David E. Hawbaker and released on $50,000 bail. 

 Suspected intruder 

An affidavit of probable cause filed in Hawbaker’s 

office said at 5:03 a.m. Feb. 25, Jones called 911 and 

reported that he shot his wife with a handgun in the hallway 

of their home. 

Jones told a dispatcher that he woke up, heard noises and 

believed there was an intruder inside the home. Jones said he 

grabbed his handgun and saw someone running toward him 

in the upstairs hallway. He shot the person and then 

discovered it was his wife, the affidavit said. 

In an interview with Pennsylvania State Police, Jones 

said the couple were sleeping in their upstairs bedroom 

when his alarm clock sounded at 4:40 a.m., the time he 

normally wakes up. 

Jones got out of bed and walked around it to hit 

“snooze” on the alarm clock. He returned to bed and fell 

asleep. About 10 minutes later, the alarm sounded again, he 

hit “snooze” and returned to bed, where Runyon was still 

asleep. 

Shortly before the alarm sounded a third time, Jones 

woke up and heard noises coming from the first floor of the 

home. He told police he believed he heard someone moving 

around and may have heard the basement door close. 

Jones said took his .40-caliber pistol from a nightstand 

drawer and heard someone hurriedly coming upstairs. He 

stood up, moved toward the bedroom door, looked into the 

dark hallway and saw a human figure running toward him. 

Jones shot the figure at a distance of approximately 2 to 

4 feet and heard the person fall to the floor, according to the 

affidavit. 

Jones turned the bedroom light on and saw that he had 

shot his wife, who was lying in the hallway. 

Jones told police he had not verified his wife’s location 

in the home prior to getting the pistol and had assumed she 

was still in bed. He also told police he did not shout out to 

the figure or give warning before firing the pistol. 

Jones also told police the couple’s two large Labrador 

retrievers typically bark when strangers enter the home and 

said the dogs remained silent until he fired the gun. 

 The charges 

Voluntary manslaughter is a felony charge and is defined 

as a person “intentionally or knowingly” killing another 

person, “when at the time of the killing he believed the 

circumstances to be such that, if they existed, would justify 

the killing ... but his belief is unreasonable,” the affidavit 

said. 

Involuntary manslaughter is a misdemeanor and is 

defined as a person “engaging in an unlawful act in a 

reckless or grossly negligent manner, or the doing of a 
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lawful act in a reckless or grossly negligent manner,” the 

affidavit reads. 

A preliminary hearing for the case is scheduled for 

Tuesday, April 20, in Franklin County courT. 

http://www.therecordherald.com/community/x42797539

0/Husband-charged-in-death-of-wife-in-St-Thomas-

Christopher-Jones-admits-to-shooting-Kristin-Runyon 

 

10-03-18 Saylorsburg man's missing rifle may have 

fallen out of truck 

A Saylorsburg man reported his rifle missing from his 

home sometime between March 11 and March 12. 

 Owner Dennis Anschau, 51 identified the firearm as a 

Remington 270 caliber rifle. According to police, his son 

said he took the rifle and left it in the back of his pick-up 

truck. The son believes the rifle may have fallen out of the 

truck somewhere between Sherwood Forest Road and 

WaWa on Route 209 in Chestnuthill Township. 

Anyone with information about the incident is asked to 

call the Pennsylvania State Police in Fern Ridge at 570 646-

2271. 

http://www.poconorecord.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/2

0100317/NEWS/100319881 

 

10-03-17 Onorato treads softly on gun-control issue  

Allegheny County Executive Dan Onorato came to 

Philadelphia yesterday to pitch his plan to make 

Pennsylvania safer if he is elected governor this year.  

But Onorato faced two political dangers while discussing 

his policies on crime - he carefully tried to avoid offending 

gun owners and he did not want to discuss a program run by 

the Republican front-runner for governor, state Attorney 

General Tom Corbett.  

Onorato, a Democrat, said he wanted to "recognize the 

great sportsman heritage we have in Pennsylvania." He said 

that "culture" could withstand efforts at "responsible 

legislation" to deal with illegal guns.  

Onorato said cities like Philadelphia should be allowed 

to pass their own gun laws. He also supports legislation 

limiting customers to buy only one gun a month and to 

require child-safety locks for firearms. He described his 

efforts to have the district attorney, the sheriff and police 

forces in Allegheny County work together on gun violence.  

But Onorato did not want to talk about the gun-violence 

task force the Attorney General's Office runs with 

cooperation from law enforcement in Philadelphia to combat 

"straw purchases," in which people buy guns for people not 

allowed to have them.  

"He's a candidate too," Onorato said of Corbett. "I'm 

here to talk about my [plan]. I'm not going to comment on 

what he does now."  

Allegheny County has cut prison costs by cutting the 

inmate recidivism rate by 15 percent. That frees up money 

to increase policing, Onorato said. The effort includes more 

emphasis on education from pre-kindergarten to adult 

classes, and re-entry programs to help inmates find job-

training and other help.  

Onorato also wants to spread statewide an effort he 

pushed to consolidate eight police departments in Allegheny 

County, cutting costs while expanding the area served by 

those officers.  

Onorato noted that the state has 2,600 municipalities, 

many with their own police forces.  

In Allegheny County, Onorato said, he encouraged the 

decision to consolidate, but it was done voluntarily when the 

departments realized the benefits.  

And Onorato looked ahead to the first term of the next 

governor, predicting that federal stim-ulus-program money 

for law enforcement will be "drying up." He plans state 

grants to help municipalities fill that funding void.  

"We're not going to let the stimulus, or the lack of 

stimulus money, hurt our policing in our municipalities in 

Pennsylvania," he said. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/hp/news_update/88052217.ht

ml 

 

10-03-16 Rebellion in America heats up as 5th state 

exempts guns 

 A fifth state – South Dakota – has decided that guns 

made, sold and used within its borders no longer are subject 

to the whims of the federal government through its rule-

making arm in the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and 

Firearms, and two supporters of the growing groundswell 

say they hope Washington soon will be taking note. 

South Dakota Gov. Mike Rounds has signed into law his 

state’s version of a Firearms Freedom Act that first was 

launched in Montana. It already is law there, in Tennessee, 

Utah and Wyoming, which took the unusual step of 

specifying criminal penalties – including both fines and jail 

time – for federal agents attempting to enforce a federal law 

on a “personal firearm” in the Cowboy State. 

According to a report in the Dakota Voice, the new 

South Dakota law addresses the “rights of states which have 

been carelessly trampled by the federal government for 

decades.” 

“As the federal government has radically overstepped is 

constitutional limitations in the past year or so, an explosion 

of states have begun re-asserting their rights not only with 

regard to firearms, but also in shielding themselves against 

government health care, cap and trade global warming 

taxes, and more,” the report said. 

South Dakota’s law specifically notes “any firearm, 

firearm accessory, or ammunition that is manufactured 
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commercially or privately in South Dakota and that remains 

within the borders of South Dakota is not subject to federal 

law or federal regulation, including registration, under the 

authority of Congress to regulate interstate commerce.” 

The provisions are nearly a mirror of the original law 

penned in Montana as well as those adopted in subsequent 

decisions by Tennessee, Utah and Wyoming. 

Gary Marbut of the Montana Shooting Sports 

Association spearheaded the Montana law and now 

describes himself as a sort of “godfather” to the national 

campaign. 

He told WND the issue is not only about guns but about 

states’ rights and the constant overreaching by federal 

agencies and Washington to impose their requirements on 

in-state activities. 

Here are answers to all your questions about guns, 

ammunition and accessories. 

He said he’s pleased South Dakota has become No. 5, 

and noted Alaska, Idaho and Oklahoma all have legislation 

that is approaching the stage of being presented to a 

governor to be made into law. 

The Firearms Freedom Act website also reveals that 

other states either with pending legislation or pending plans 

include Alabama, Arizona, Colorado, Florida, Georgia, 

Indiana, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Michigan, 

Minnesota, Missouri, New Hampshire, North Carolina, 

Ohio, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, Texas, Virginia, 

Washington and West Virginia. 

Marbut said Washington appears to be reacting the same 

way it did when states legalized marijuana or rejected the 

REAL ID national plan: by ignoring it. 

“Ultimately we hope there will be lawsuits in other 

federal circuits, because there are two things that predispose 

the U.S. Supreme Court to take a case: the national scope of 

the issue and differing appellate decisions,” he told WND. 

Michael Boldin of the Tenth Amendment Center said 

Washington likely is not anxious for a confrontation. 

“I think they’re going to let it ride, hoping some judge 

throws out the case,” he said today. 

“When they really start paying attention is when people 

actually start following the [state] firearms laws,” he said. 

WND reported earlier when Wyoming joined the states 

with self-declared exemptions from federal gun regulation. 

But when Democratic Gov. Dave Freudenthal signed his 

state’s bill into law, it included penalties for any agent of 

the U.S. who “enforces or attempts to enforce” federal gun 

rules on a “personal firearm” in Wyoming including up to 

two years in prison and up to $2,000 in fines. 

The bellwether likely is to be a lawsuit pending over the 

Montana law, which was the first to go into effect. 

As WND reported, the action was filed by the Second 

Amendment Foundation and the Montana Shooting Sports 

Association in U.S. District Court in Missoula, Mont., to 

validate the principles and terms of the Montana Firearms 

Freedom Act, which took effect Oct. 3, 2009. 

Marbut argues that the federal government was created 

by the states to serve the states and the people, and it is time 

for the states to begin drawing boundaries for the federal 

government and its agencies. 

The government’s filing in the case demands its 

dismissal, citing a lacking of “standing” for the plaintiffs 

and the court’s lack of “jurisdiction,” as well as the 

Constitution’s Commerce clause. The government filing 

argues, “The Supreme Court and Ninth Circuit have 

repeatedly held that even purely intrastate activities, such as 

those the MFFA purports to exempt from federal law, do 

affect interstate commerce and thus are within Congress’ 

power to regulate. As a result, even if plaintiffs had 

standing and jurisdiction existed, plaintiffs’ amended 

complaint fails to state a claim and must be dismissed.” 

The Commerce Clause, however, can be interpreted to 

have been amended by the 10th Amendment, which is part 

of the Bill of Rights, adopted subsequent to the U.S. 

Constitution, Marbut explains. 

His organization said, “The Commerce Clause was 

amended – by the 10th Amendment. It is a bedrock principle 

of jurisprudence that for any conflict between provisions of 

a co-equal body of law, the most recently enacted must be 

given deference as the most recent expression of the 

enacting authority. This principle is ancient. Without this 

principle, laws could not be amended or repealed.” 

 For example, U.S. courts repeatedly affirmed slavery 

before it ultimately was rejected. 

There’s no question that the components of the Bill of 

Rights have authority: Just look at the First Amendment, 

Marbut explained. 

In an analysis by the Tenth Amendment Center, the gun 

laws were described as a nullification. 

“Laws of the federal government are to be supreme in all 

matters pursuant to the delegated powers of U.S. 

Constitution. When D.C. enacts laws outside those powers, 

state laws trump. And, as Thomas Jefferson would say, 

when the federal government assumes powers not delegated 

to it, those acts are ‘unauthoritative, void, and of no force’ 

from the outset,” Boldin wrote. 

“When a state ‘nullifies’ a federal law, it is proclaiming 

that the law in question is void and inoperative, or ‘non-

effective,’ within the boundaries of that state; or, in other 

words, not a law as far as the state is concerned. Implied in 

such legislation is that the state apparatus will enforce the 

act against all violations – in order to protect the liberty of 

the state’s citizens,” he continued.  

http://statesmansentinel.com/2010/03/16/rebellion-in-

america-heats-up-as-5th-state-exempts-guns/ 
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10-03-15 Police gun resales tied to high-profile cases 

WASHINGTON - Two guns used in high-profile 

shootings this year at the Pentagon and a Las Vegas 

courthouse both came from the same unlikely place: the 

police and court system of Memphis. 

Law enforcement officials told the Associated Press that 

both guns were once seized in criminal cases in Memphis. 

The officials described how the weapons made their 

separate ways from an evidence vault to gun dealers and to 

the shooters. 

The use of guns that once were in police custody and 

were later involved in attacks on police officers highlights a 

little-known divide in gun policy in the United States: Many 

cities and states destroy guns gathered in criminal probes, 

but others sell or trade the weapons to get other guns or buy 

equipment such as bulletproof vests. 

In fact, on the day of the Pentagon shooting, March 4, 

the Tennessee governor signed legislation revising state law 

on confiscated guns. Before, law enforcement agencies in 

the state had the option of destroying a gun. Under the new 

version, agencies can only destroy a gun if it is inoperable 

or unsafe. 

Kentucky has a similar law, but it is unclear how many 

other states have laws specifically designed to promote the 

police sale or trade of confiscated weapons. 

A nationwide review by the Associated Press in 

December found that over the previous two years, 24 states 

- mostly in the South and West, where gun-rights advocates 

are particularly strong - have passed 47 laws loosening gun 

restrictions. Gun-rights groups are making a greater effort 

to pass favorable legislation in state capitals. 

John Timoney, who led the Philadelphia and Miami 

Police Departments and served as New York's No. 2 police 

official, said he did not believe police departments should be 

putting more guns into the market. 

"I just think it's unseemly for police departments to be 

selling guns that later turn up," he said, recalling that he had 

once been offered the chance to sell guns to raise money for 

the police budget. 

"Obviously, we always need the money, but I just said, 

'No, we will take the loss and get rid of the guns,' " said the 

former police chief, who now works for Andrews 

International Inc., a security-consulting firm. 

A Philadelphia police spokesman confirmed yesterday 

that the police force continues to destroy guns seized from 

criminals. 

A spokeswoman for the Memphis police said gun swaps 

were a way to save taxpayers money. 

One of the weapons in the Pentagon attack was seized by 

Memphis police in 2005 and later traded to a gun dealer; the 

gun used in the Jan. 4 courthouse shooting in Las Vegas 

was sold by a judge's order and the proceeds given to the 

Memphis-area sheriff's office. Neither weapon was sold by 

the Memphis law enforcement agencies directly to the men 

who later used them to shoot officers. 

In both cases, the weapons first went to licensed gun 

dealers, but later came into the hands of men who were 

legally barred from possessing them: one a convicted felon; 

the other mentally ill. 

The history of the two guns in the recent attacks was 

described by officials from multiple law enforcement 

agencies on condition of anonymity because they were not 

authorized to discuss details of the investigations. The 

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives 

provided reports on the gun traces to the investigating 

agencies, but it is barred from publicly disclosing the 

results. 

At the Pentagon, John Patrick Bedell carried two 9mm 

handguns, one of them a Ruger. Officials say Bedell, with a 

history of severe psychiatric problems, had been sent a letter 

by California authorities Jan. 10 telling him he was 

prohibited from buying a gun because of his mental history. 

Nineteen days later, the officials say, Bedell bought the 

Ruger at a gun show in Las Vegas. Such a sale by a private 

individual does not require the kind of background check 

that would have stopped the purchase. 

Mike Campbell, an ATF spokesman in Washington, 

would not confirm the details. He would say only that 

Bedell "appears to have purchased the gun from a private 

seller." 

The gun already had changed hands among gun dealers 

in Georgia and Pennsylvania by the time Bedell bought it. 

Officer Karen Rudolph, a Memphis police spokeswoman, 

said her department traded the weapon to a dealer in 2008 

for a gun that was better for police work. 

The trail of the gun used at the Las Vegas federal 

courthouse is harder to pin down. Johnny Lee Wicks, 66, 

enraged over cuts to his Social Security benefits, opened fire 

with the shotgun at the security entrance to the courthouse. 

He killed one officer, Stanley Cooper, and wounded another. 

Wicks, like Bedell, was killed by officers' return fire. 

Before that courthouse attack, what records exist suggest 

officers in Memphis confiscated that gun in 1998. 

A judge in Memphis ordered the sale of the shotgun as 

part of a criminal case, and the proceeds of that sale went to 

the Shelby County Sheriff's Office, confirmed sheriff's 

spokesman Steve Shular. He said the gun dealer who bought 

it later sold the weapon to a dealer in Nevada. It is not clear 

how Wicks got the shotgun. 

Rich Wyatt, a former police chief in Alma, Colo., who 

now operates a gun store - and who has bought weapons 

from police agencies - defended the practice of police selling 

guns. 
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"Maybe if they put the money they made selling the guns 

into training those officers better, they'd be better off," 

Wyatt said. "Nobody ever, ever questions selling a car that 

was used in a crime." 

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/nation_world/201003

15_Police_gun_resales_tied_to_high-profile_cases.html 

 

10-03-15 -- 3 die in spate of weekend violence 

A church musician whose gun-packing fellow 

congregants offered backup, a taxi driver whose cab crash 

was caused by a bullet and a diner patron who got caught 

up in a breakfast brawl were among victims of violence in 

the city over the weekend. 

Shortly before 5 a.m. yesterday, a large fight between 

two factions of men broke out inside the Aramingo Diner, in 

Port Richmond. 

The fight, fueled by alcohol and "just stupid, macho 

stuff," according to an East Detectives investigator, 

escalated into an all-out brawl involving more than 20 

people. 

Punches were thrown and property damage inside the 

diner, on Aramingo Avenue near Ontario Street, ranged 

from broken gumball machines to broken tables, police said. 

About 50 patrons were inside at the time, according to 

police. 

"It was crazy, it was a mess," the detective said. 

At one point, a 21-year-old man pulled out a gun and 

shot a 28-year-old man from the opposing group once in the 

head, police said. 

The shooter, whose name was not released, ran off but 

was apprehended at his mother's house, police said. He was 

expected to be charged with attempted murder and related 

offenses. Police said that he had 20 prior arrests. 

The victim, who is from out of town, was listed in 

critical condition yesterday at Hahnemann University 

Hospital. His identity was not released. 

The weekend's violence started about 9 p.m. Friday, 

when Julio Augustine, 21, was fatally shot on the block 

where he lived, Rutledge Street near Cambria, in 

Kensington. Shot multiple times in the torso, he was 

pronounced dead at the scene. 

Shortly after that, at 10:20 p.m., a musician with the 

Dunamis Temple Church, on Germantown Avenue near 9th 

Street, in North Philadelphia, was outside the church when 

he argued with a passer-by, police said. 

Either that passer-by or a man who was with him pulled 

out a black semi-automatic handgun and shot the 23-year-

old musician in the arm, back and chest, according to 

police. 

Two of the musician's fellow congregants, who were 

licensed to carry firearms, came to the victim's aid, 

returning fire at his attackers, police said. 

It's unknown whether either of the men, who fled on foot, 

was hit. 

The victim, who was taken to Temple University 

Hospital, remained there yesterday in critical condition. 

Less than two hours later, shortly after midnight 

Saturday, police were called to 61st and Ludlow streets, in 

West Philadelphia, for a report of an auto accident. 

Investigators found that the car in question - a black-

and-white taxi - had crashed into a pole and that the driver 

had been shot once in the back of the head, according to 

police. 

The driver, Aliou Diallo, 50, of Lindbergh Boulevard 

near Buist Avenue, was taken to the Hospital of the 

University of Pennsylvania, where he was pronounced dead 

at 3:38 p.m. 

It's not certain whether robbery was a motive for the 

shooting, because cash was found at the scene, police said. 

Investigators also were seeking a motive in the death of 

Darryl Walton, 16, who was found at 11:17 p.m. Saturday 

on Euclid Street near Georges Lane, in Wynnefield, with a 

bullet wound to his upper left back. 

Walton, of Montgomery Avenue near 52nd Street, was 

pronounced dead at the scene by medics at 11:29 p.m. 

His killer remained at large yesterday. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/homepage/20100315

_3_die_in_spate_of_weekend_violence.html 

 

10-03-15 Bill That Would Effectively Prohibit African 

Americans and Hispanics From Buying Guns Advances 

in the Illinois General Assembly 

Law-abiding African Americans and Hispanics would 

take it on the chin under a bill now moving through the 

Illinois General Assembly. Sponsored by Rep. Harry 

Osterman (D-14), HB6123 would prohibit any person or 

entity from selling a firearm to a so-called "street gang 

member." This prohibition applies even if the individual has 

passed a Brady Law FBI background check. Making a 

prohibited sale would result in Class 1 felony charges and 

possible jail time for the seller. Although the ISRA supports 

genuine efforts to curb criminal violence, the organization is 

strongly opposed to HB6123 as the bill's provisions are 

arbitrary and pose an unreasonable intrusion on the rights of 

law-abiding Illinois citizens. 

"HB6123 promotes racial profiling at its worst," 

commented ISRA Executive Director, Richard Pearson. 

"Popular culture has branded urban minorities with the 

'gangsta' stereotype that is pervasive well beyond the 

confines of actual criminal enterprises. Today's fashion, 

music, slang and lifestyle are all heavily influenced by the 

urban experience. Given that the provisions of HB6123 

establish no test for determining 'street gang' membership, 

and given the harsh penalties for violating the proposed law, 
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it is understandable that retailers would shy away from 

selling firearms to persons whose speech, dress, 

mannerisms, or taste in music reflect the urban lifestyle." 

"Several Chicago nightclubs stirred considerable 

controversy recently when they denied entry to young men 

wearing baggy pants and cornrows in their hair," continued 

Pearson. "The nightclub owners justified these actions by 

claiming that baggy pants and certain hair styles are 

indicative of gang membership – despite the fact that the 

young men had done nothing improper. While the popular 

press bristled over the nightclubs' actions, the press has 

ignored HB6123 although the bill would bless, and even 

require firearm retailers to discriminate against individuals 

based on their appearance. This sort of cultural profiling is 

vile enough when persons are denied entry into a private 

club, but denying one's constitutional rights based solely on 

their appearance flies in the face of the principles under 

which our nation was founded. Of course, if a gang member 

wished to purchase a firearm, all he would have to do is don 

a Brooks Brothers' suit and speak the King's English and 

he'd be good to go." 

"The bottom line is this," said Pearson. "If HB6123 is 

passed into law, the calendar on race-relations will be 

turned back 70 years and there will not be a gun shop in the 

state that will sell a firearm to an African American or 

Hispanic person. If that's Rep. Osterman's intent, then he 

has a lot of explaining to do." 

The ISRA is the state's leading advocate of safe, lawful 

and responsible firearms ownership. For more than a 

century, the ISRA has represented the interests of millions 

of law-abiding Illinois firearm owners. 

http://www.centredaily.com/2010/03/15/1853647/bill-

that-would-effectively-prohibit.html 

 

10-03-15 A successful program to aid at-risk juveniles is 

caught in the budget vise  

 WHEN THE CITY'S Department of Human Services 

cut $150,000 from the "Don't Fall Down in the Hood" 

rescue program for first-time juvenile offenders, it might as 

well have cut a piece out of Archye Leacock's heart. 

Despite his blindness since childhood, Leacock's vision 

of what it takes to save the endangered lives of young black 

and Hispanic males in Philadelphia's most violent 

neighborhoods has worked miracles for more than a decade. 

Today, Leacock's program is a shadow of what it was 

only a year ago - his small staff diminished by three case 

managers who visited homes and schools to keep their at-

risk juveniles from straying, his dozen juvenile offenders 

down from the 40-50 who filled Don't Fall Down's 

classrooms at Temple University before the budget was 

almost halved. 

While DHS maintained the budget for youths who come 

to Don't Fall Down after being sent to a juvenile facility by 

the courts, it eliminated the preventive program for juveniles 

who were sent to Don't Fall Down to keep them from 

committing crimes that would get them killed or jailed in the 

future. 

The funding cut makes no sense to Leacock in a city 

where, according to police, 7,906 juveniles were arrested 

last year, including 329 for firearm possession, 1,447 for 

drugs, 584 for aggravated assault, 1,094 for simple assault 

and 18 for murder. 

"We are the only program in the city working with at-

risk youth who have been charged with gun offenses," 

Leacock said. "DHS cut all of our funds on the prevention 

side for kids who have been charged and not found guilty. 

"But a kid with a gun can get off because a witness 

doesn't show up and the case is dropped, or because he has 

a clever lawyer," Leacock said. "That kid could think, 'I can 

keep on doing what I'm doing and get away with it.' 

"We see so many of those kids back in the criminal-

justice system within a year." 

Leacock's voice betrayed his frustration with DHS. 

"We know kids have guns," he said. "We know kids with 

guns commit crimes. But DHS is not willing to fund a 

program that steps in before a crime is committed, trying to 

prevent that kid from committing it. That doesn't make 

sense to me." 

Nor does it make sense to Leacock's program director, 

Wesley Jones, who pleaded guilty to gun possession in 1999 

when he was a 17-year-old senior at George Washington 

High School, went through months of Don't Fall Down in 

the Hood life skills and job-skills training, and believes the 

program saved his life. 

Jones, 29, has helped save hundreds of at-risk juveniles 

but worries about youths like Jonathan Lee, 17, who arrived 

at Don't Fall Down in the Hood on Dec. 3, fresh out of St. 

Gabriel's Hall, a residential facility for delinquent male 

youths, where he was sent after being arrested for a home 

invasion and found guilty of the lesser charge of burglary. 

Lee has a fresh tattoo on his neck that reads "MSM," 

which he told Jones stands for "Master Street Mafia." Jones 

studied the tattoo as he watched Lee in a skills class, 

practicing what to say at a job interview. 

"Employers aren't going to like that tattoo," Jones said. 

"Whether or not it represents an actual gang or just a group 

of guys who hang out together on the block, that tattoo says 

'gang' to a prospective employer." 

Jones worried that Lee's getting a neck tattoo just before 

starting job interviews indicates how different his thinking is 

from the youths he will be competing against for a job, 

some of whom were students rushing down the hall between 



 

 
Page 60

classes in the Temple University building where Don't Fall 

Down in the Hood rents classroom space. 

"I'm afraid we might lose him to the streets," Jones said. 

"I'm afraid he's not willing to change." 

After his job skills class ended, Lee smiled when told 

that Jones is worried about him. "I like to hear that stuff 

'cause I know he's concerned," Lee said. "And if somebody 

says I'm not going to make it, I might try even harder so I 

can say to them, 'Watch me. I'm not messing up.' " 

But then he said something that goes to the heart of the 

Hood vs. Don't Fall Down in the Hood. 

"I listen to everything Mr. Wesley says," Lee said of 

Jones' concerns. "I get the message. I do understand 

repercussions. But in the long run, I am who I am. I've been 

raised around crime all my life. That's what I know. 

"I hear my friends being called criminals," he said, "but I 

grew up with them and I still consider them my friends. 

When I don't want to do something, I walk away. But it 

seems those things keep following me. I didn't choose where 

I grew up. I'm not looking for trouble. But sometimes 

trouble comes looking for me." 

Lee paused for a moment, thinking about trouble looking 

for him. "My pop died in 1999, when I was 7 years old," he 

said quietly. "I got one picture of him. My stepmother raised 

me. Since I was 13 and got arrested for retail theft, all my 

memories are of placement. I got to get a plan to get through 

this stuff. All I need is a plan." 

Lee is studying building maintenance at De La Salle 

Vocational school in Bensalem. He is scheduled to graduate 

from Don't Fall Down in May, but Jones and Leacock want 

to keep him in the program until they see his attitude 

change. 

"Some of them, we don't save," Leacock said. "Some of 

them get killed or go back to jail. But those are very small 

percentages. Most of them, we save." 

Of the 553 juveniles who have gone through Don't Fall 

Down in the Hood since 2006, only 27 were rearrested, far 

below the state's 50 percent recidivism rate for juveniles 

after institutional placement, Leacock said. 

He also noted Don't Fall Down in the Hood's $24-per-

day cost for each youth compared to $150 to $250 per day 

in an institution. 

As the winter of Leacock's frustration gives way to 

spring, a sign of possible renewal for his decimated crime-

prevention program comes, surprisingly, from the very 

source that cut its funding a year ago. 

DHS Commissioner Anne Marie Ambrose told the Daily 

News that the $150,000 was cut from Leacock's program at 

a time when her agency was still struggling to rebuild itself 

after failing to save Danieal Kelly, a 14-year-old with 

cerebral palsy who died in 2006 from horrific abuse while 

under the care of a social service agency that DHS funded 

and was supposed to be supervising. 

"We had drifted away from our focus on preventing 

abuse, neglect and delinquency," Ambrose said. "We were 

undergoing a tremendous transformation to refocus on those 

goals." 

Ambrose said DHS will request proposals this spring for 

a "strong mentoring program for older youths" and "really 

intensive delinquency prevention for non-adjudicated youths 

that falls right in line with [Don't Fall Down in the Hood]. 

"I think Archye is great," Ambrose said. "I've known him 

for a long time. I respect what he's done over the years. 

"I came from the delinquency side [of the criminal justice 

system] so I totally get his program. These kids need a safe 

place to go where they know people care about them. 

Hopefully, [Don't Fall Down in the Hood] will be one of the 

providers we fund." 

George Mosee, a deputy district attorney who has been 

in charge of the DA's juvenile division since 2002, hopes so. 

"I don't want to slam my friends over at DHS," Mosee 

told the Daily News, "because I'm sure it was a tough 

decision [to cut Don't Fall Down's funding]. But if there is 

$150,000 out there, Don't Fall Down in the Hood deserves 

consideration." 

Mosee said his experience with the Youth Fatality 

Review Team convinced him that intense supervision, which 

Don't Fall Down excels at, is the key to saving at-risk young 

lives. 

"Many of [the youths who died] came into the criminal 

justice system but there really wasn't any intervention 

during their first one or two incidents, either because the 

case wasn't successfully prosecuted or the judge cut them a 

break on the first offense. 

"I see what happens when kids don't get any 

supervision," Mosee said. "Their conduct escalates and they 

become a great risk of hurting somebody else or being hurt." 

Jones, the Don't Fall Down program director, agrees 

wholeheartedly. 

"I was never a violent young man," Jones said, "but 

everyone I knew seemed to always get into conflicts. It was 

never about one-on-one fighting. It was always about 

getting jumped or stabbed or shot. 

"I wanted to be grown before my time. I wanted to be up 

at 2 in the morning, go to strip clubs, buy liquor, sell drugs 

- I did not know any better. I was drinking at an early age 

and everything evolved from there. I carried a gun in case 

something might happen. Something did." 

Jones had just come out of a West Philadelphia bar at 2 

a.m. when a man tried to carjack him. Jones pulled his gun. 

The man ran away. Jones found a police officer, told him 

what happened, was arrested on a gun charge and pleaded 

guilty. "Probation was one of the best things that ever 
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happened to me," he said. "Don't Fall Down in the Hood 

saved my life." 

Jones' background, so similar to so many of the youths 

he is trying to save, gives him instant credibility with them. 

It also gives him reason to worry about the kids he might 

fail to save, kids like Lee, who is due to exit the program in 

May, but still hasn't bought into it enough to not get a fresh 

ganglike tattoo while training to go out on job interviews. 

"We'll try to keep him here beyond May," Jones said. 

"We lose a few to the streets every year. We don't want to 

lose him." 

http://www.philly.com/philly/hp/news_update/87636617.ht

ml 

 

10-03-15 No. 2 DA thwarts mugging 

By the time David MacVeigh got his badge out, four 

teens had scattered. 

David MacVeigh is not the quickest draw in the county. 

But by the time he pulled his best reason for not getting 

mugged out of his hip pocket, the four would-be robbers 

had scattered. 

MacVeigh, York County's first assistant district 

attorney, was in good humor as he recalled Thursday's 

holdup in a parking lot off Dublin Street in the city. 

The 55-year-old prosecutor was walking to his car about 

5:45 p.m. 

"It was broad daylight," he said. "Four guys came up 

and more or less surrounded me. One did the talking, and he 

said he wanted to go through my pockets." 

MacVeigh said the demand did not immediately register 

and the teen, the smallest and apparently the youngest, 

repeated the statement. 

 "I said, 'No, you don't. And here's why,'" MacVeigh 

said, standing and pulling from his pocket not a gun, but his 

badge identifying him as the No. 2 man in the district 

attorney's office. 

But the quartet of teens did not stick around to see what 

MacVeigh had to show them. 

"They started walking away and then started running," 

he said. 

MacVeigh was not injured and said no weapons were 

shown or threats made. He has since found another parking 

place. 

MacVeigh is the second man in that job to be held up in 

the past two years. 

In June 2008, his predecessor, Bill Graff, was robbed of 

$3 during daylight hours in the 200 block of North George 

Street. William D. Gochenour pleaded guilty to robbery for 

that holdup and was sentenced to four to 10 years in state 

prison. 

"It's a bad job," MacVeigh said with a laugh. 

MacVeigh, who lives outside the city, said the botched 

holdup would not keep himand his wife from frequenting the 

city. http://www.ydr.com/ci_14680237 

 

10-03-14 The Metcalfe Factor 

HARRISBURG 

He was once rated as having the most conservative 

voting record in the state House. 

He has vigorously criticized Republican and Democrat 

governors. 

To liberals, he's the embodiment of what they consider to 

be a right-wing wing nut. 

But he's the darling of conservative constituencies, such 

as gun owners who want to protect the Second Amendment 

and preserve their ability to defend themselves, their home 

and their property. 

We're talking about Rep. Daryl Metcalfe of Cranberry, 

who has a decent shot in the nine-way Republican primary 

for lieutenant governor on May 18. 

He's the only elected official from Western Pennsylvania 

in the race, which gives him an outside chance to defeat the 

Republican Party's endorsed candidate, Bucks County 

Commissioner Jim Cawley. Bucking the Republican 

establishment, Metcalfe has a chance to garner support 

among tea party and patriot groups. 

They could be a factor in this primary. 

Three things you can be sure of: 

• Attorney General Tom Corbett's campaign isn't exactly 

thrilled with Metcalfe's late entry into the race because 

Corbett, the favorite in the primary for governor, would be 

saddled with a liability if Metcalfe wins -- no disrespect 

intended. After the primary, governor and lieutenant 

governor candidates are yoked together. 

• Democrats would love to throw darts -- air radio and 

TV ads -- attacking a Corbett-Metcalfe ticket. They'd try to 

make Metcalfe, who's battle-scarred from his own 

controversial statements, the face of the campaign. 

• If a Corbett-Metcalfe ticket wins (or theoretically 

Corbett's opponent Rep. Sam Rohrer of Berks County 

somehow wins the primary and the general election), 

Metcalfe would honor his pledge to make the governor "look 

over his shoulder" by calling him out if he strays from a 

conservative agenda of cutting spending and taxes. 

Metcalfe and Rohrer, also one of the most conservative 

members of the House, would probably get along just fine. 

There isn't much Corbett can do about it. First of all, 

these kinds of nine-way races are a crapshoot, dependent on 

geography, name recognition and party endorsement. 

Corbett is pro-life and pretty conservative himself. But 

he's supported by a lot of "institutional Republicans" and 

generally is viewed as someone who would work with the 

establishment of both parties. 
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Whoever's elected faces a mess with spiraling pension 

costs and the loss of federal stimulus money, which both 

Corbett and Rohrer told GOP state committee members that 

Pennsylvania should never have accepted. Democrats would 

counter that doing so would have meant a massive tax 

increase last year. 

From another perspective, it would have prompted 

massive spending cuts in the cost of state government, 

which has increased by $3,600 per family of four since 

Democrat Gov. Ed Rendell took office in 2003, according to 

the Commonwealth Foundation. 

Some would say that's a good thing. 

Unless of course it's your ox getting gored. Then groups 

mobilize to travel to the state Capitol and lobby against 

their spending cut. 

Rendell has said Pennsylvania legislators don't have the 

courage to raise taxes. 

Actually it's that they don't have the courage to say yes 

to significant spending cuts. 

Metcalfe, if he wins the primary, will have a target on 

his back larger than the state of Texas 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/opinion/c

olumnists/bumsted/s_671419.html?source=rss&feed=7 

  

10-03-14 Many varieties of gun enthusiasts 

WASHINGTON — Firearms mania seems to fall into 

several broad categories with elements of each in the other. 

Those classified as "gun nuts" generally seem to believe 

that ownership of one is an inalienable right like life, liberty 

and the pursuit of happiness. Then there are those who are 

nuts about guns, who collect them and seem almost to 

consider them affectionate, even sexual objects. 

Then there are nuts for whom guns become an 

instrument to fulfill the dictates of a diseased mind, like the 

Son of Sam or the young man who opened fire on 

policemen, wounding two at the Pentagon last week and had 

his twisted brains blown out for the trouble. 

Present in all three classifications is an element of 

paranoia, a strong belief that without these weapons one is 

not likely to survive the truly crazy (like maybe one's testy 

neighbor or a disaffected co-worker or student seeking 

revenge from bullies) or the ubiquitous criminals who use 

guns as necessary tools in their business. It is a violent 

world that needs violent answers. 

Those who regard guns as an unimpeachable right 

protected by the Second Amendment of the Constitution of 

the United States don't want any restrictions on when, where 

or how they are present on a person — always, in a bar, 

near a school, in a church, openly on the hip, or concealed. 

They eschew the notion that something bad might happen 

with such uninhibited possession, arguing that in fact if 

everyone were packing, all the other nuts would think twice, 

except maybe those who are truly crazy and operating on 

irrational impulses. 

This way of thinking of course is loved by the firearms 

industry and its lobby, the National Rifle Association, and 

generally ignores all the statistics that reveal annual carnage 

and mayhem might have been cut drastically without the 

presence of that assault rifle or 9 mm automatic. So those 

who follow the philosophy of might makes right are once 

again seeking to overthrow the ability of states and 

municipalities to control the traffic of firearms, an estimated 

300 million of which already are in the hands of citizens. 

They have turned to the U.S. Supreme Court where the 

nation's number one gun nut, Associate Justice Antonin 

Scalia, a turkey-hunting sportsman, holds sway. As a kid 

Scalia reportedly carried his Junior ROTC rifle back and 

forth to school on the New York subway, perhaps 

displaying the early onset of gun lover syndrome. 

In a challenge to the District of Columbia's strict gun 

control laws last year, Scalia led the Court platoon that in a 

5-4 vote declared the founders meant that gun ownership 

was an individual right, not a collective one for the forming 

of militias when they adopted the Second Amendment. But 

did they mean that to apply only to federal enclaves or does 

it extend also to states and their cities, like Chicago, where 

strict restrictions are being challenged in the wake of the 

D.C. decision? 

It seems to be a tricky question based on the issue of 

"incorporation" that only those who consider themselves 

constitutional scholars appear to understand or can even 

attempt to explain. Suffice it to say, that if the court does 

"incorporate" the Second Amendment, it would supersede 

states' rights and go a long way toward eliminating gun 

ownership restrictions for self-defense, a claim that 

everyone makes when he buys a handgun or assault weapon. 

Hunters and trap shooters generally are in another class. 

The arguments before the high court took place March 2 

on the Chicago case, just a few days ahead of the Pentagon 

incident where a troubled 36-year-old Californian, neatly 

dressed in a coat and tie, parked his car, loaded both 

pockets with guns and ammo, and calmly walked to the 

front entrance of one of the most heavily guarded buildings 

in America, firing without warning at the guards. It was 

over in seconds. 

Perhaps had the incident occurred before the arguments 

at the court, those defending Chicago's right to limit the 

possession of guns, if that is even possible in this day and 

age, would have had an enhanced cause, even for a Scalia 

who otherwise champions law and order. 

E-mail Dan K. Thomasson, former editor of the Scripps 

Howard News Service, at thomassondan@aol.com. 

http://www.poconorecord.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID

=/20100314/NEWS04/3140311 
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10-03-12 He's jailed 10 years in gun fatality case 

A West Philadelphia man who illegally brought 

handguns from South Carolina to Philadelphia - with one 

ending up in the hands of a cop-killer - was sentenced 

yesterday to 10 years in federal prison.  

Stephen "Doe" Lashley, 33, was convicted by a jury in 

December of illegally possessing and transporting a Taurus 

.45-caliber semiautomatic handgun and a Beretta .40-

caliber semiautomatic pistol from South Carolina to 

Philadelphia between November 2006 and June 2007.  

Lashley was prohibited from legally possessing firearms 

because of prior felony convictions, including one for drug 

trafficking, prosecutors said.  

The Taurus firearm - which was sold to Lashley in 

November 2006 by a straw purchaser in South Carolina - 

was used by state parolee Daniel Giddings to kill 

Philadelphia Highway Patrol Sgt. Patrick McDonald and 

wound Police Officer Richard Bowes in September 2008.  

Assistant U.S. Attorney Arlene Fisk said that there was 

no evidence linking Lashley to Giddings, but that the gun 

used to kill McDonald and wound Bowes was also used in a 

2007 shooting, and that the Beretta pistol was used in an 

April 2008 carjacking and robbery.  

U.S. District Judge Michael M. Baylson said the 

sentence - at the upper end of advisory guidelines - was 

necessary not simply to punish Lashley but to send a 

message about the "scourge" of illegal guns in Philadelphia 

and to deter others who might traffic in illegal firearms.  

Before sentencing, Baylson heard testimony from 

Bowes, who came to McDonald's aid after he was shot; 

McDonald's father, Lawrence; and from Lashley's mother, 

girlfriend and a co-worker.  

McDonald, a retired firefighter, asked Baylson to impose 

a stiff sentence.  

"It's not going to bring my son back, but it is going to 

give us some satisfaction there is justice," he said.  

Lashley's girlfriend, mother and a co-worker said that he 

was a "good person" and that it was "wrong" for him to be 

blamed for the killing of Sgt. McDonald. Baylson reminded 

them that Lashley was not convicted of, nor was he being 

sentenced for, McDonald's death.  

Lashley apologized for his crimes, but insisted that he 

had "never been a violent person" and was "truly sorry" 

about what had happened.  

Fisk argued for a sentence at the top of the guidelines, 

saying it could have a "ripple effect" and might deter other 

would-be gun traffickers. Defense attorney Kenneth Edelin 

asked for a sentence of 97 months, saying it would serve no 

useful purpose to "warehouse" Lashley for an additional 

two years.  

Authorities said that Lashley had acquired nine guns in 

South Carolina but that seven have never been recovered.  

Six of the firearms that Lashley brought back from 

South Carolina were straw-purchased by Jason Mack, who 

testified for the government at Lashley's trial.  

He is serving a three-year sentence in federal prison for 

making false statements to a licensed gun dealer.  

Earlier this week, prosecutors filed papers in federal 

court in South Carolina seeking a reduction in Mack's 

sentence based on his cooperation. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/hp/news_update/87438322.ht
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10-03-11 Wyoming gov. signs bill on federal gun 

regulation 

Gov. Dave Freudenthal on Thursday signed into law a 

bill that seeks to exempt firearms made in Wyoming and 

used exclusively in the state from federal regulations, 

making the state the latest to try to undermine federal 

authority on gun regulation. 

Montana, Tennessee and Utah have already passed 

similar legislation to exempt firearms made in their states 

from federal regulations and Idaho and Alaska have been 

considering it. 

A lawsuit over the issue is brewing in Montana, where 

gun advocates are arguing that the state should decide which 

rules, if any, should control the sale and purchase of guns 

made and used in the state. 

Freudenthal expressed concerns that the new law could 

leave firearms dealers in the state caught between 

contradictory demands of state and federal law. 

Freudenthal wrote to legislative leaders saying he wanted 

to alert the public and lawmakers about problems he saw in 

House Bill 95, dubbed the "Wyoming Firearms Freedom 

Act" by supporters. The governor said it should have 

received greater attention in drafting and content. 

"This act is a notable illustration of well-intended 

legislation rushed through without appropriate consideration 

of potential unintended consequences," Freudenthal wrote. 

Yet in an interview on Thursday, Freudenthal said he 

didn't veto the bill largely because even though he sees the 

bill as confusing, "it doesn't really do any harm." 

"What people are really trying to say, is we want some 

real protections for firearms under the Second Amendment," 

Freudenthal said. "I think it's a little off-track, in that it 

thinks that state law is what controls the application of the 

Second Amendment of the federal constitution. But the 

sentiment is right." 

The bill states that any federal official who tries to 

enforce federal regulations on guns made in Wyoming and 

sold within the state would be guilty of a misdemeanor and 

subject to a jail time and fines. 
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Freudenthal states in his letter that any attempt to charge 

federal officials would be removed to federal court, where 

they would likely be found to be immune to state charges. 

The Federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 

Explosives has informed gun dealers in Montana and 

Tennessee that, in the agency's opinion, the new state laws 

don't relieve gun dealers of their responsibility to follow 

federal firearms laws and regulations in gun sales, 

regardless of where the guns were made. 

The Department of Justice, however, filed a brief in U.S. 

District Court in Montana early this year arguing that 

federal control of guns is a "valid exercise of Congress' 

commerce power under the Constitution." 

The goal of the states' measures are to circumvent 

federal authority over interstate commerce, the legal basis 

for most gun regulation in the U.S. 

"I think it sends a message that the state, and I think the 

Legislature, represented the voters and the residents of the 

state, in telling the feds that we don't want the federal 

government interfering with our right to bear arms," said 

Sen. Bruce Burns, R-Sheridan, a co-sponsor of the firearms 

bill. http://www.trib.com/news/state-and-

local/article_2370bae6-9ee5-59ca-9a4a-

876712bd185e.html 

 

10-03-11 Massachusetts SJC rules 2nd Amendment does 

not apply to states 

The right to bear arms as defined in the Second 

Amendment does not apply to the states, so Massachusetts 

can regulate who can have firearms and how those weapons 

are to be stored, the state's high court ruled Wednesday. 

The Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court unanimously 

dismissed two challenges to the state's gun laws that require 

citizens to register with police departments before acquiring 

a firearm, as well as keeping guns stored in a locked 

container or equipped with a trigger lock. 

The court upheld the conviction of Nathaniel DePina, a 

New Bedford man who is serving a two-year jail sentence 

for carrying an illegal firearm. His lawyer, Paul Patten of 

Fall River, challenged the conviction on the grounds that the 

state's gun licensing laws were unconstitutional. 

Patten said the Supreme Judicial Court missed an 

opportunity to contribute to the debate surrounding the 

Second Amendment. 

"I think they could have at least given some guidance on 

the issue," Patten said. "This leaves all the main questions 

unanswered." 

Meanwhile, law enforcement officials and gun control 

advocates praised the ruling. 

"We have seen in Bristol County, and I believe this is 

true throughout Massachusetts, that 95 percent of the gun 

violence is committed by those who have no lawful right to 

possess or carry a firearm," Bristol County District 

Attorney C. Samuel Sutter said. 

"That is a powerfully compelling argument for the need 

for licensing requirements for the possession of firearms." 

New Bedford Police Chief Ronald E. Teachman said he 

was "relieved" with the court's rulings. 

"If the SJC had not ruled this way, where would we be? 

That anyone can have a gun, regardless of criminal 

background or mental health?" Teachman said. 

The challenges before the Supreme Judicial Court 

flowed from the U.S. Supreme Court's 2008 decision in 

District of Columbia v. Heller, which said that the Second 

Amendment applied to private citizens in addition to state-

regulated militias. 

On Wednesday, Massachusetts Justice Ralph Gants said 

the Heller decision did not have any bearing on state law. 

"We conclude that, based on current federal law, the 

Second Amendment does not apply to the states, either 

through the 14th Amendment's guarantee of substantive due 

process or otherwise," he said. 

"The defendant's challenge likewise fails under our 

Massachusetts Constitution, which recognizes no individual 

right to keep and bear arms." 

Jim Wallace, president of the Gun Owners Action 

League, a gun rights organization, decried the judge's ruling. 

"What a mess. It's very clear to me that Justice Gants did 

not actually read the Heller decision," he said. 

 The issue could be revisited soon. Last week, the U.S. 

Supreme Court heard arguments in McDonald v. Chicago, a 

case in which the court is asked to determine whether the 

Second Amendment applies to state and local laws. 

"The Chicago case will be a remarkable decision," 

Teachman said. "It will have a profound effect either way." 

Attorney Dwight Duncan, a professor at the new UMass 

School of Law at Dartmouth, said the Supreme Judicial 

Court may be on "very thin ice" in its gun rulings. 

 "Given that virtually every provision of the Bill of 

Rights has been incorporated against the states by the 14th 

Amendment's due process clause, I think it highly unlikely 

that the U.S. Supreme Court will decide that the Second 

Amendment does not apply to the states," Duncan said.  

http://www.southcoasttoday.com/apps/...1/NEWS/3110
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10-03-07 George Will: Chicago guns a case for the 

scythe? 

WASHINGTON — It is said, more frequently than 

precisely, that the reasons the Supreme Court gives for 

doing whatever it does are as important as what it does. 

Actually, the court's reasons are what it does. Hence, the 

interest in the case the Supreme Court considered last week. 
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It probably will result in a routine ruling that extends a 

2008 decision and renders dubious many state and local gun 

control laws. What could — but, judging from the justices' 

remarks during oral argument, probably will not — make 

the ruling momentous would be the court deciding that the 

two ordinances at issue violate the 14th Amendment's 

"privileges or immunities" clause. Liberals and 

conservatives submitted briefs arguing, correctly, that this 

clause was intended to be a scythe for slicing through 

thickets of state and local laws abridging fundamental 

liberties. 

 The Second Amendment says: "A well-regulated militia, 

being necessary to the security of a free state, the right of 

the people to keep and bear arms, shall not be infringed." 

Until 2008, the court had never clarified whether the 

prefatory clause makes this right conditional: Does the 

amendment protect an individual's right to own firearms, or 

does it protected that right only in connection with a state's 

right to organize a militia? 

In 2008, the court struck down a District of Columbia 

law that effectively banned possession of handguns even in 

an owner's home — it banned all guns not kept at 

businesses, or disassembled or disabled by trigger locks. 

The court held, 5-4, that the Second Amendment protects 

individuals' rights. 

But the court answered only the question then posed, 

which concerned the federal enclave of D.C. Left 

unanswered was whether the amendment protects that right 

against severe restrictions by state and local laws. 

The oral argument concerned ordinances in Chicago and 

suburban Oak Park that are indistinguishable from the D.C. 

law. The court probably will overturn those ordinances by 

holding that another part of the 14th Amendment — the 

guarantee that no state shall deny liberty "without due 

process of law" — "incorporates" the Second Amendment. 

The justices evinced scant interest Tuesday in resurrecting 

the "privileges or immunities" clause by revisiting an 

incoherent decision rendered in 1873. 

 To the drafters of the 14th Amendment, the phrase 

"privileges or immunities" was synonymous with "basic 

civil rights." But in 1873, the court held that only some of 

the rights enumerated in the Bill of Rights restrict states by 

being "incorporated" into the 14th Amendment's "due 

process" clause. 

Since 1897, the court has held, with no discernible 

principle, that some rights enumerated in the Bill of Rights 

are sufficiently fundamental to be "incorporated" but others 

are not. This doctrine bears the oxymoronic name 

"substantive due process." Substance is what process 

questions are not about. 

If the court now "incorporates" the Second Amendment 

right via the "due process" guarantee, that will be progress 

because it will enlarge the sphere of protected liberty. And 

even Justice Antonin Scalia, who recognizes that 

"substantive due process" is intellectual applesauce, thinks 

it is too late to repudiate 137 years of the stuff. Still, three 

points argue for using the "privileges or immunities" scythe 

against the two gun ordinances. 

First, protecting the individual's right to keep and bear 

arms for self-defense was frequently mentioned by those 

who drafted and ratified the 14th Amendment, the purpose 

of which was to protect former slaves and their advocates 

from being disarmed by state and local governments 

determined to assault their security and limit their 

autonomy. 

Second, the central tenet of American political 

philosophy is that government is instituted not to bestow 

rights but to protect pre-existing rights, aka natural rights 

— those essential to the flourishing of our natures. In its 

2008 decision, the court affirmed that the Second 

Amendment did not grant a right to keep and bear arms, it 

"codified a pre-existing right." 

Third, "privileges or immunities" are all those rights 

that, at the time the 14th Amendment was ratified, were 

understood to be central to Americans' enjoyment of the 

blessings of liberty. 

Liberals might hope and conservatives might fear that a 

revivified "privileges or immunities" clause wielded by 

liberal justices would breed many new "positive rights" — 

to welfare, health care, etc. But conservatives know that 

"substantive due process" already has such a pernicious 

potential. And they believe that if — a huge caveat — it 

remained tethered to the intent of its 19th-century authors, 

the "privileges or immunities" clause would be useful 

protection against the statism of the states. 

http://www.poconorecord.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID

=/20100307/NEWS04/3070307 
 
 

 


