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Founding Fathers:
"A strong body makes the mind strong. As to the species of exercises, I advise the gun. While this gives moderate exercise to the body, it gives
boldness, enterprise and independence to the mind. Games played with the ball, and others of that nature, are too violent for the body and stamp
no character on the mind. Let your gun therefore be your constant companion of your walks." --Thomas Jefferson, letter to Peter Carr, 1785

Harrisburg 5th Annual Gun
Rights Rally Set

The Fifth Annual 2nd Amendment Rally date has been set
for 10 AM on April 27, 2010 in Harrisburg, Pa. Once again we
ask for your help and participation in this event. We will use this
event as a springboard to pass vital pro gun legislation that will
affect how FFL’s conduct business and your ‘right to bear arms’
throughout the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. It cannot be
repeated often enough that the more interest shown at these kinds
of events, the more our elected officials will notice our presence
and the more impact our efforts will have throughout the day.

Our past four rally’s have highlighted needed changes in
Pennsylvania Firearms laws resulting in improvements and
protections being enacted into law such as ‘prohibiting the
confiscation of firearms in an emergency’ and protecting the
rights of hunters to carry a self defense firearm with them when in
the field and eliminating the gun ban when riding a snowmobile
and numerous other needed changes. With YOUR help we can
begin to raise the awareness of other problems (political
minefields) that exist and encourage changes that the ‘people’
want and deserve. After all being the 10th most restrictive state
in the country on firearms (according to the Brady Campaign)
certainly hasn’t stopped criminals and cop killers!

After the rally, team leaders will break the attendees up into
groups and visit every State House member and State Senator in
the State Capitol to ask for their support for bills such as HB 40
(Castle Doctrine), HB 750 (Transportation of Firearms), HB
1541 (Penalties for Municipalities that enact local gun laws), and
SB 842 (Castle Doctrine companion to HB 40) plus several other
bills. Everyone that pre-registers will be informed of the team
(organized by county of residence) they are on ahead of time by
e-mail. We need your help to pack the halls of the State Capitol
Building to make this a successful event! After we visit all of the
Legislators in teams, we suggest that you focus your attention on
‘your’ Senator and House member and let them know that he/she
needs to listen to the needs of their constituents. The preferred
dress is business casual. If you don't own a suit or sports coat, try

to borrow one and dress appropriately. Our appearance is a key
factor in credibility. Once you see how the team leaders present
the issues to their Legislators, you may want to again pay a visit
to your Senator or Legislator at their district offices at a later date
to follow up on the issues discussed in Harrisburg.

It is important to point out that each person attending will
need to pre-register on the rally website (www.2ARally.com)
and be present if you want a chance to win the prize, which is a
Smith and Wesson M&P 15-22. If you haven't pre-registered on
the website, plan to show up a little earlier so that we don't
experience a last minute rush. This gun can be seen at
www.2Arally.com along with the downloadable event flyer,
details of the event, maps to the Capital Building, plus some of
the bills we deem to be important issues in the Commonwealth.
Also included are some of the guest speakers invited. If you plan
to arrive armed, try to be there by at least 9 AM to check in your
firearm at the door (rear entrance of Capitol building by
fountain).

Pennsylvania Preemption Law
Violations Continue:

When Will The Legislature and the
Courts Step In???

Radnor Township Considers Mandatory Reporting of Lost or
Stolen Firearms Ordinance

On February 8 the Radnor Township
commissioners conducted an open meeting to listen to
arguments for and against enacting an ordinance
requiring the mandatory reporting of lost or stolen
firearms. As it has in the past cease-fire PA utilized
local political contacts to pressure the local elected
officials (otherwise known as strong-arm tactics) into
considering this legislation.
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Of course this group is not one to let the truth stand
in its way and this meeting was no exception to that
rule. Openly manipulating the facts such as how many
prosecutions were conducted by the municipalities
with these ordinances in place and numerous other
falsehoods were prevalent throughout much of the
testimony of the other cease-fire PA officials.

Local gunowners presented a strong defense and
factually challenged every contention of the anti-gun
organization but, as it has been shown in the past, the
backroom political deals continued to dominate in
these situations further justifying the reasoning behind
a statewide preemption Law. If only this law actually
had some teeth in it?! Perhaps the answer is to be
found in House Bill 1541 that has been introduced by
Rep. Daryl Metcalfe.

This particular hearing resulted in enough
questions being raised by those in opposition to this
ordinance that a vote was postponed for two weeks so
that answers could be obtained from the solicitor.
While this may just have delayed the inevitable it is
clear to the casual observer that the fight was worth it
and it did draw out the officials from cease-fire PA
and showed them to be unscrupulous in their
presentation and despicable for their ignorance of the
law.

Delaware Public Housing Gun Ban
Abolished – Thanks to NRA and CRI

The Caesar Rodney Institute (CRI) conducted a 5 month long
investigation into unconstitutional gun ban in Delaware’s public
housing. Upon finding that the state’s 4 public housing
authorities forbid residents to have a gun in their home for self
defense, the CRI contacted the NRA for assistance. After the
NRA become involved, one of the four Delaware housing
authorities agreed to remove the gun ban. The remaining three
have refused, and it is expected that the NRA will file suit unless
those housing authorities promptly abolish their gun bans. More
information can be seen in the NRA’s statement and the CRI’s
statement.

Gun bans for public housing residents are as ineffective at
disarming criminals as they are wrongful towards the law abiding
residents. Such bans don’t prevent the drug dealing gang
members from illegally having a gun, since by definition those
criminals disobey laws. Instead, such bans only keep the law
abiding residents defenseless and at the mercy of those violent
criminals. Until criminals start obeying laws, gun control is
doomed to fail, as we’ve seen in this country as well as other
countries.

I would also like to point something out for those people who
still entertain the utterly untrue and thoroughly disproven idea
that the NRA is a racist group: In Delaware, just as in other

states where the NRA has fought against public housing gun
bans, a sizable portion (if not the majority) of the impoverished
individuals in public housing are minorities. If the NRA were
truly a racist organization, they wouldn’t spend time and money
to vindicate the gun rights of minorities.

Published by the LearnAboutGuns.com Author on Saturday,
February 13th, 2010 at 12:01 am

The Enemy Within
By Kirby Ferris--Jews for the Preservation of Firearms

Ownership. (Copyright JPFO 2010)

(Addition 2/12/10 - further related material)
The 2005 movie “Lord of War” opens with lead actor

Nicholas Cage standing in a street littered with spent shell
casings. He turns and speaks to us with droll sincerity:

“There are over 500 million firearms in worldwide
circulation. That is one firearm for every twelve people on the
planet. The only question is: How do we arm the other eleven?”
(written and directed by Andrew Niccol)

We can assume that this was meant to shock the viewer as
diabolical, avaricious, and monstrous.

As for me? I thoughtfully nodded my head and muttered:
“Good question. How can we?”

There seems to be two basic personality types involved in the
“gun control” debate. They are:

1. The “cold, dead fingers” crowd, who, because of combat or
law enforcement experience, a personal encounter with violent
crime, or a thoughtful analysis of history (mixed in with some
simple common sense), realize that personal self defense is a
natural right, an unalienable right. It is a right that is not merely a
privilege granted to you by government. And to many, along with
the defense of the innocent, it is a mandate of their deepest
religious beliefs - see "The Ten Commandments of Self
Defense"

2. The “only soldiers and the police should have guns” crowd.
These patently illogical and deluded individuals have a perverse
trust in government, especially Big Government. In fact, for most
of them, the Bigger the Better… ala the United Nations. Many of
them are mentally ill. See psychiatrist Dr. Sarah Thompson’s
terrifically insightful essay here: "Raging Against Self Defense"

Now let me introduce you to the little known “poster girl” for
group #2.

This is Barbara Frey, a (presumably
mild mannered) teacher at the University
of Minnesota. Ms. Frey is married to a
nice looking man and has three children.
She very well might turn out to be one of
the more dangerous ideologues in recent
American history.

Why? Because Ms. Frey, along with
her ilk here and abroad, have cooked up a United Nations treaty
that aims to disarm every civilian on Earth, including those here
in this country.

Led by Frey’s mutant sense of values, these folks can actually
make Sarah Brady and her “responsible gun ownership” crew
look downright neighborly.



Page 3

Barbara Frey, back in 2006, penned a United Nations
document entitled in part “Prevention of human rights violations
committed with small arms and light weapons”.

To study the entire report, go here.
Frey gets right to the point on the first page of her report:
“The principle of self-defence (sic) has an important place

in international human rights law, but does not provide an
independent, supervening right to small arms possession, nor
does it ameliorate the duty of States to use due diligence in
regulating civilian possession.”

This is what Frey wants to be “The Law of the World”. Let’s
call it what it is: Global “gun control”. In other words, licensing,
fees, registration, centralized databases, and the nearly inevitable
widespread confiscation that follows.

Compare Frey’s lunatic insinuations to our Second
Amendment:

“A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of
a free State, the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall
not be infringed.” See "2A Today for The USA"

Another sample of Frey’s remarkably warped mentality:
“Self-defence is sometimes designated as a “right”. There is

inadequate legal support for such an interpretation.
Self-defence is more properly characterized as a means of

protecting the right to life and, as such, a basis for avoiding
responsibility for violating the rights of another.” (p.9 of U.N.
report)

Whew, boy…
Or how about this?
“Thus, international criminal law designates self-defence as

a rule to be followed to determine criminal liability, and not as
an independent right which States are required to enforce.”
(p.9 of U.N. report)

Translation: Your government is not required to allow you to
defend yourself. And therefore, logically, the government can
prohibit you from defending yourself.

Frey’s idiotic, grotesquely un-American, and dangerous
delusions, her inane ramblings, and her back room U.N.
schmoozing, might have simply been wisps of stinking smoke in
the wind back in 2006, but look at what has happened to America
since she penned this United Nations advisory: Barack Obama,
and his Saul Alinsky tutored Secretary of State Hillary Clinton.

Madam Clinton is simply ecstatic over Frey’s proposals. And
I’ll leave it up to you to decide where “Bow Down” Obama
stands.

Now I can hear many of you out there howling: “That treaty
will never pass in the Congress!”

And you are hopefully right… if enough of us pay attention
and make our voices heard.

Here’s a link to Barbara Frey’s public site at the
University of Minnesota. We assume that she is open
to correspondence from others.

I’ve already sent her JPFO’s “Genocide Chart”
and asked her what she thought about it. No response
yet.

Additionally, see what happens when governments
apply Barbara Frey’s philosophy. See, "Innocents
Betrayed"

However, don’t kid yourself. The U.N. will pass
the “small arms” treaty, whether the U.S. signs on or
not. It will become “International Law”, and there will
be brain challenged U.S. judges who will kowtow to
this mockery of our Bill of Rights in their decision
making. I promise you this. See "The United Nations
is Killing your Freedoms".

In the meantime, remember Barbara Frey. Truly
our arch adversary.

p.s. The opening three and a half minutes of “Lord
of War” is some of the most intriguing camera work
I’ve ever seen. Check it out.

I’d only change one part. When the bullet comes out of the
barrel of the rifle I’d have it hit a blood lusting soldier in the
skull.

Then I’d pan back to a bedraggled young woman holding the
gun as she defends her family and village from state sponsored
genocide. So yes, Nick, how do we arm the other eleven?

http://www.jpfo.org/kirby/kirby-frey-enemy-within.htm

Gillibrand, McCarthy File ‘Gun
Trafficking’ Bill

Joined by some of the nation's top anti-gun leaders,
Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand (D-NY) and Rep. Carolyn
McCarthy (D-NY) announced on Nov. 24 a new bill
aimed at eliminating the steady flow of illegal guns
into New York.

Standing alongside New York City Mayor Michael
Bloomberg and the mayors of several other New York
cities, NYPD Police Commissioner Ray Kelly,
representatives from the Brady Campaign and New
Yorkers Against Gun Violence, and the parents of
victims who lost their lives from gun violence at The
John Jay College of Criminal Justice, Gillibrand and
McCarthy unveiled what they captioned "the Gun
Trafficking Prevention Act of 2009."

The House version, HR-4298, has 10 co-sponsors,
all traditional anti-gunners. The Senate bill, which has
no co-sponsors as Gun Week went to press, is S-2878.

Bloomberg said, "Senator Gillibrand and Congress-
woman McCarthy's legislation will improve our
ability to rid our streets of the illegal guns that find
their way into the hands of criminals to destroy
families and lives. Too often, Congress has tied the
hands of law enforcement with legislation like the
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Tiahrt Amendments, this legislation gives them the
tools they need to crack down on illegal guns."

The Gun Trafficking Prevention Act would
allegedly "focus on the entire criminal network."

First, it would make it illegal to traffic or assist in
the trafficking of a firearm, making it unlawful to
deliver or receive two or more firearms where the
individual knows or has reason to believe that the
firearms are being, or will be, used in a felony, thus
targeting straw purchasers.

Second, it establishes new and stiffer penalties.
Under HR-4298 and S-2878, traffickers could face up
to 20 years in prison and be fined a significant sums of
money. It also provides greater penalties for kingpins
who organize gun trafficking rings, subjecting them to
an additional sentence of potentially five consecutive
years in prison. Penalties could increase depending on
the number of guns trafficked.

The bill also treats individuals engaged in a
conspiracy to traffic guns the same as those who
actually traffick a gun. Individuals who engage in the
conspiracy are subject to the same punishment as
those who physically sell and receive the illegal guns.

Third, the US Attorney General and the Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF)
would be empowered to impose heightened
restrictions, levy tough financial penalties, and
suspend or revoke the license of any gun dealer
deemed "corrupt." The sponsors claim this is the first
time that the levying of civil penalties will be widely
available as a deterrent for corrupt gun dealers.

The Attorney General would be given the authority
to identify and impose special restrictions on high-risk
gun dealers, which could include dealers who have
been unable to trace guns as required by federal law or
who report significant or frequent inventory losses or
thefts, among other criteria.

Fourth, the bills would provide ATF with the
resources needed to inspect all federally licensed gun
dealers and further investigate high-risk gun dealers.
The bill would authorize the director of ATF to hire
more personnel necessary to increase the average
inspection rate of gun dealers to three years. Specifi-
cally, ATF would be given the authority to hire at least
500 additional Industry Operations Investigators and
1,000 special agents, who would be equipped with
sufficient funding to meet the goals of inspecting gun
dealers, enforcing these tough new restrictions, and

supporting local law enforcement as they track down
and prosecute gun traffickers in New York and around
the country. The New GUN WEEK, January 15, 2010

Supreme Court Again Declines Gun Firm
Case

The US Supreme Court on Dec. 14 handed Beretta
USA and the firearms industry another victory by
rejecting the Brady Center's appeal of Adames v.
Beretta a suit that challenged the constitutionality of
the Protection of Lawful Commerce in Arms Act
(PLCAA).

According to the National Shooting Sports
Foundation (NSSF), this is now the third time in 2009
that the Supreme Court has denied a challenge to the
PLCAA backed by the Brady Center. In March 2009,
the Brady Center was also involved in the appeals of
Lawson v. Beretta and City of New York v. Beretta,
both of which the Supreme Court refused to hear. The
court's latest decision in the Adames case is another
stinging setback to the Brady Center's failed anti-gun
political agenda to destroy the individual right of
Americans to keep and bear arms—a right the
Supreme Court declared last year in Heller was
protected by the Second Amendment.

The Adames lawsuit was filed by the Brady Center
on behalf of a family seeking to hold Beretta
responsible for the tragic shooting death of their son,
caused solely by the criminal acts of a teenage boy
who gained unauthorized access to his father's
unsecured service pistol. The case was originally
dismissed by a Chicago trial court, subsequently
reinstated in part by the Illinois Court of Appeals, and
then ultimately found to be barred under the PLCAA
by the Illinois Supreme Court. By its decision, the
Supreme Court found it unnecessary to consider the
Illinois Supreme Court's well-reasoned decision that
held the PLCAA was both constitutional and clearly
applicable to this lawsuit. The New GUN WEEK, January
15, 2010

MI High Court Upholds Ban on Felon
Guns

In a recent case involving a Michigan man named
Ricky Lee Baldwin, convicted by a jury of assault
with intent to commit murder and unlawful possession
of a firearm during a felony, the state's highest court
ruled that despite the wording of the Michigan
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constitution, a felon can be deprived of the right to
keep and bear arms.

Baldwin had claimed that the state constitution
which says that "every person has a right to keep and
bear arms for the defense of himself and the state"
protected him from the armed felon charge. The New
GUN WEEK, January 15, 2010

Carry Permits Up, Yet Police Officer
Killings Decline

The number of people applying for and receiving
permits to carry concealed weapons has risen
dramatically throughout the US during the last two
years, and it continues to rise, yet the number of
felony killings of police officers has declined just as
precipitously over the same period, according to a
report by David Alan Coia, a free-lance journalist
writing for Human Events magazine.

Inexplicable? "This is just the type of thing that
was predicted," economist John R. Lott told Human
Events magazine. Lott, author of More Guns, Less
Crime (Chicago University

Press), pointed to research done eight years ago by
David P. Mustard and published in Chicago
University's Journal of Law and Economics.

"States that enact concealed-carry laws are less
likely to have a felonious police death and more likely
to have lower rates of felonious police deaths after the
law is passed," Mustard concluded in his 2001 journal
article.

A sampling of concealed-carry permit (CCP)
activity in various states illustrates the increase in
demand for concealed weapons:

— Ohio: Sheriffs issued 33,864 regular CCPs in
2008, 53% more than in 2007 (73 temporary
emergency licenses were also issued), according to the
Buckeye Firearms Association.

— Oklahoma: As of June, the state had 78,000
CCP holders, with more than 21,000 CCPs issued in
2008—twice the number issued in 2007, according to
The Oklahoman newspaper.

— Utah: The Bureau of Criminal Identification
processed 2,548 CCP applications in February 2008
and 8,142 in February 2009. For March the numbers
were 4,412 in 2008 and 10,878 in 2009.

Despite the increase in the number of legally
carried concealed weapons, 41 law enforcement
officers were feloniously killed in 2008, a decline of

17 killings from the previous year's total, according to
the 2008 US Department of Justice report, Law
Enforcement Officers Killed and Assaulted. Firearms
were used in 35 of those killings, 25 of which were by
handguns. Many other police officers died in the line
of duty, but the majority of those deaths resulted from
auto accidents during police chases.

The 41 killings is the lowest in recent decades,
matched only in 1999 when there were 42 felonious
killings of police officers, 25 of which were also by
handguns.

"Letting law-abiding citizens carry guns reduces
the rate at which criminals are carrying guns," Lott
said. Armed citizens increase the risk to armed
criminals, who typically prefer to avoid life-
threatening risk and so are less likely to use guns in
the commission of a crime, he said.

Lott explained that where there is an increase in
CCPs, there is also a drop in violent crime relative to
property crime—fewer armed robberies and more
larcenies. Also, criminals tend to move from areas in
which more citizens are armed, resulting in an
increase in crime in counties and states that restrict
gun ownership and CCPs. The New GUN WEEK, January
15, 2010

Homicides down 10% in nation during
first six months of 2009

by Dave Workman, Senior Editor

Murders in the United States fell 10% during the
first half of 2009, according to the Federal Bureau of
Investigation, despite a dramatic increase in the
number of firearms purchased in this country.

While gun sales were surging—especially sales of
semi-automatic rifles—the FBI says that murder and
manslaughter "dropped a surprising 10 percent."

The FBI released data that shows murders dropped
by 10% from the same period in 2008. Meanwhile,
according to the National Shooting Sports Foundation,
the FBI's National Instant Criminal System (NICS)
shows that during the first six months of this year, gun
sales were up. January 2009 background checks rose
28.8% over the same month in 2008, February's NICS
checks were up 23.3% and in March they were up
29.9% over March 2008. The trend continued in April,
with NICS checks up 30.3%, while May showed a
slowdown, up only 15.5%, and in June they were up
again at 18.1%.
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NSSF was careful to note that these figures do not
represent completed firearms transactions, only the
number of background checks initiated. The figures
also do not include private gun sales.

According to the Associated Press, a University of
Missouri at St. Louis Sociologist, Richard Rosenfeld,
noted, "That's a remarkable decline, given the
economic conditions."

But Alan Gottlieb, executive vice president of the
Second Amendment Foundation, suggested that this is
not as surprising as some would believe.

"What this shows," Gottlieb said, "is that gun
prohibitionists are all wrong when they argue that
more guns result in more crime. Firearms in the hands
of law-abiding citizens are no threat to anyone."

Rosenfeld said there are several possible
explanations for the drop, including the assertion that
extending unemployment benefits and government
attempts to stimulate the economy have "cushioned
and delayed" the financial crises that often hit
individuals and families in an economic downturn.

Gottlieb offered another explanation.
"Perhaps violent criminals were actually

discouraged by all of those gun sales earlier this year,"
he suggested, "because the media made a point of
reporting the booming gun market."

According to the FBI, violent crime overall
declined by 4.4%, and property crimes fell 6.1%. Auto
theft plummeted by 19%.

Large cities have seen a decline as well New York
posted 204 murders during the first six months of the
year, which was down from 252 homicides in the first
half of 2008.

"Anti-gunners," Gottlieb observed, "have lost
another one of their baseless arguments. Millions of
Americans bought guns during the first six months of
this year, many of them for the first time. Yet with all
of those new guns in circulation, coupled with an
increased demand for concealed carry licenses around
the country, the streets have not been awash in blood,
as gun banners repeatedly predict."

The drop was not universal. Oklahoma City
reported 32 murders for the first half of the year, up
from 26 for the same period in 2008. And Seattle,
with one of the lowest homicide rates in the country
for a city of its size, reported a rise in property crimes.
Yet these cases appear to be the exception rather than
the rule.

Still, Gottlieb said, gun control advocates are going
to have a hard time spinning this data to their
advantage.

"Hard facts trump hot air," Gottlieb said. "These
people are consistently wrong about our rights.
Millions of people bought guns, especially semi-
automatic sport-utility rifles that gun grabbers want to
ban because they say people aren't safe with all of
those guns in private hands. Well, the people disagree,
and so does the data." The New GUN WEEK, January 15,
2010

Washington lawmakers reveal legislation
to ban semi-autos

by Dave Workman, Senior Editor

A trio of Seattle-area lawmakers have announced
plans to introduce legislation this month that seeks to
ban the future sale of semi-automatic sport-utility
rifles, and require current owners to go through
background checks.

Dubbed the Aaron Sullivan Public Safety and
Police Protection bill, the proposal is named in
memory of a Seattle teen who was fatally shot in July
2009 by another teen armed with what police
identified as an SKS rifle. It also memorializes Seattle
Police Officer Timothy Brenton who was murdered on
the night of Oct. 31 by a man armed with a Kel Tec
semi-auto chambered in .223 Remington. A suspect in
the case, Christopher Monfort, was shot while
attempting to elude police on the day Brenton's funeral
was held, about a week after the slaying.

Sponsors of the bill are Seattle Democrat Sens.
Adam Kline and Jeanne Kohl-Welles, and state Rep.
Ross Hunter, a Medina Democrat. Their idea got the
endorsement of Washington CeaseFire, a small but
vocal anti-gun group based in Seattle.

Public reaction to the proposal was lopsided
against any such ban. That was reflected in comments
to the Seattle Times and Seattle Post-Intelligencer’s
online reader feedback forums

Alan Gottlieb, chairman of the Citizens Committee
for the Right to Keep and Bear Arms, told Seattle
reporters that passage of the legislation would be
immediately challenged. He told Gun Week that the
measure would accomplish nothing, and that he
doubts it will gain much traction during an election
year

However, Kline told. Gun Week in a telephone
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interview that adoption of a ban may not happen this
year, but "it may happen in two, four or six years, but I
think it's going to happen."

The idea may be a tough sell to a Democrat-
controlled legislature that is wary of gun control
measures, especially during an election year, and for
more reasons than simple politics. According to the
FBI's Uniform Crime. Report for 2008—the most
recent year for which data is available—there were
190 homicides in Washington state, of which 110
were committed with firearms. However, only two of
those killings were committed with rifles. Statistically,
rifles are used in about 4% of homicides nationwide.

In Washington, according to the data, 16 times as
many people were killed with knives in 2008 as there
were with rifles. There were also 23 homicides
committed with just bare hands or feet, more than
1,000% as many as were killed with rifles.

During a press conference announcing the ban,
Kline acknowledged that his proposal will not stop
violent crime, but he insisted that banning so-called
assault weapons is the starting point. The New GUN
WEEK, January 15, 2010

Don't ask 'Where's the beef?'
There was no detail on whether we're talking T-

Bone, tenderloin or ribeye, but it is certain that Elsie
Egan, a resident of Marion County, FL, picked a rather
weird weapon of choice when she decided to belt her
boyfriend on the noggin.

According to an account on The Smoking Gun,
Egan, 53, of Dunnellon is now facing a felony beef
(pun clearly intended) for smacking Peter Schabhuttl
with a raw steak on Dec. 7. The report said that
Schabhuttl is disabled and suffering from terminal
cancer, which is reason enough to not add a headache
to his problems.

Apparently, Egan and Schabhuttl have been living
together for 16 years, and they had a fight that erupted
over the bread they were going to have with the steak
for dinner. She wanted to feed him sliced bread. He
wanted a roll. The fight was on with the steak,
weighing between 10 and 16 ounces, as the blunt
instrument. Who would make up a story like that?

Egan denied having clobbered Schabhuttl with the
steak, but she did admit to slapping him several times
"so that he can learn," the report noted.

Learn what, a new method of tenderizing? The New
GUN WEEK, January 15, 2010

Seattle robbers start early
A pair of youngsters in Seattle, WA, are in big

trouble after having been arrested for the attempted
armed robbery of a gas station using a BB gun as their
weapon of choice.

The youths are being charged as juveniles, but if
convicted of the first-degree robbery charge, the
felony will be on their records for life.

According to the Seattle Weekly and Seattle Times,
the boys, ages 12 and 14, strolled into the gas station
in early December, with the younger boy armed with a
BB gun. The older youth acted as the lookout, while
the younger boy approached the clerk and demanded
money from the cash register. The clerk said he would
not give him the money, at which point the 12-year-
old threatened to shoot him with the airgun.

A short time later, an alert Seattle police officer
spotted the older youth running near Wilson
Pacific/Interagency School and collared him. The
younger boy was rounded up a short time later at the
school, where both are students.

The fracas caused a lockdown at three school
buildings in the area

The Times noted that Wilson Pacific/Interagency
school is for middle- and high-school students "who
have been suspended or expelled from their regular
schools." The New GUN WEEK, January 15, 2010

Deputy busted for assault
From the "Only Cops Should Have Guns" file

comes a story that we could not have made up even if
we worked at it.

Meet Dorethea Collier, 48, a Palm Beach County
Sheriff's office corrections deputy, who wound up on
the other side of the bars on charges of aggravated
assault and battery and false imprisonment. According
to the Palm Beach Sun Sentinel, Collier is on paid
administrative leave since her arrest a month after she
allegedly punched out her daughter's boyfriend after
coming home to discover the daughter partly clothed
and the boyfriend wearing only his birthday suit, and it
wasn't his birthday.

The target of Collier's wrath was identified as 19-
year-old Larry Butler of Pahokee, and the daughter,
Uzuri is age 20. When the fracas started, Butler
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reportedly hid in the closet while Uzuri held the
bedroom door shut. However, Dorethea pushed her
way into the bedroom, hit Butler three times and them
aimed her pistol at him, handcuffed him and ordered
him to kneel down.

At that point, the newspaper account said, the
daughter begged her mother not to shoot, but
Dorothea instead allegedly threatened to jail Butler on
a rape charge.

It doesn't stop there. According to the newspaper,
when Michael Collier got home—he's the dad—he hit
Uzuri and then he hit Butler, who was ultimately
allowed to leave after getting his clothes on.

Dorothea reportedly filed a trespass complaint
against Butler, who reciprocated by filing a complaint
with the Sheriff's Department's Internal Affairs
division. The New GUN WEEK, January 15, 2010

Bloomberg pushes gun control in the
wake of street shooting

New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg railed
against gun violence on Dec. 11, one day after a street
peddler died in a shootout with police outside a hotel
in bustling Times Square, according to CBS and the
Associated Press (AP).

Raymond Martinez, 25, was killed by a
plainclothes police sergeant on Dec. 10 after trading
gunfire in an area crowded with tourists and holiday
shoppers.

Bloomberg was asked about the shooting while
appearing at a Manhattan charity event and used the
chance to discuss one of his signature issues—illegal
firearms and gun violence in New York and other big
cities.

"We've got to stop this," Bloomberg said. "This is
one of the great public health threats. And our police
officers are clearly in danger."

Investigators are trying to determine whether
Martinez was selling illegal weapons before he was
fatally wounded in the taxi area of the landmark
Marriott Marquis hotel. They say the gun he used—
reported by the police as a Mac-10 machine pistol—
was reported stolen in Richmond, Va., on Oct. 28.

Police say Martinez also had with him several
business cards linked to Virginia gun dealers near
Richmond, in Hampton Roads and in Ivor. All the gun
shops declined to comment.

One of the cards had a handwritten message on the
back: "I just finished watching 'The Last Dragon.' I
feel sorry for a cop if he think I'm getting into his
paddy wagon," according to police. It's unclear who
wrote the message, apparently referencing a 1985
martial arts movie.

The shooting occurred in the Broadway theater
district and the heart of Times Square. Bullets from
the gunfight shattered the window of the Broadway
Baby gift shop and a side window of the box office on
the street.

Martinez, according to police, was running a
common scam on the holiday throngs, pushing
shoppers to buy his CDs.

Sgt. Christopher Newsom operates a task force that
monitors aggressive panhandling and was patrolling
with an anti-crime unit when he recognized Martinez
and his brother from past run-ins. He asked the two
for their tax stamps, which allow peddlers to sell on
the streets.

Martinez took off running; Newsom pursued.
Martinez turned and fired with the machine pistol

that held 30 rounds, getting off two shots before it
jammed, police said. The officer fired four times,
striking Martinez in the chest and arms and killing
him, police Commissioner Raymond Kelly said,
according to CBS and AR

"We're lucky the weapon jammed," Kelly said.
The police commissioner said the shooting

preliminarily appeared to be within department
guidelines, which allow for deadly force when an
officer's life is threatened.

Martinez's brother Oliver returned to the family's
Bronx home after hours in police custody. Another
brother, Anthony, arrived there later, crying out that
he hates police: "They shot my brother!" he said.

Police say it's not uncommon for some hawkers to
be arrested on more serious charges. Police Capt.
Edward Winski said there have been more than 400
arrests involving illegal and licensed peddlers this year
and illegal activity has been increasing.

Police said the Martinez brothers had been cited
previously for not having their stamps. They were also
suspected of running a scam in which they'd ask the
name of someone, write it on a CD and then demand
payment of $10.

Police spokesman Paul Browne said officers pay
special attention to scams and panhandling during the
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holidays. Specialized units are set up in areas,
including Times Square and Canal Street, where
stolen goods, knockoffs and scams are prevalent.

WBBT and AP reported that Richmond Police are
assisting with the investigation involving the gun that
Martinez had used in the New York shooting. The New
GUN WEEK, January 15, 2010

18-Year-Old Killed By NYPD Officers
Carried Illegally

A teenager killed in a confrontation with New York
City police officers Nov. 21 could not, have been
legally carrying the 9mm Bryco semi-automatic pistol
he allegedly aimed at the;cops after a short foot chase.

Eighteen-year-old Dashawn Vasconcellos was hit
11 times out of 14 shots reportedly fired by three of
four police officers who had spotted him and two
other males leaving a city park in the Queens
neighborhood. The park was closed at the time.

According to the Associated Press and other news
agencies, Vasconcellos started running while his
companions were detained by one of the officers. The
other cops pursued the teen, who allegedly turned and
aimed the gun at the officers, all three of whom
opened fire.

Vasconcellos was hit five times in the right side,
three times in the left side and three times in the
middle of his back, an autopsy revealed.

The New York Times quoted Leaner Cannon,
identified as the mother of Derby Michel, one of
Vasconcellos' companions that night. She told the
newspaper, "He kept (the gun) in his book bag; he's
just using it for protection."

But teenagers cannot legally carry concealed
handguns in New York City, nor in most other
jurisdictions.

The pistol, according to the Queens Courier, had
been defaced. Whether police will be able to trace the
gun's origins has not been reported.

The New York Daily News noted that Vasconcellos
had a criminal record that included an 18-month jail
term for robbery, assault and resisting arrest. He had
been arrested also for criminal possession of a
weapon. At the time he was killed, he was also
carrying a box cutter, which is the same type of
weapon carried by the 9/11 hijackers. The New GUN
WEEK, January 15, 2010

OK Woman Shoots, Kills Intruder At Her
Back Door

A woman with a shotgun was on the phone to a
911 dispatcher in December in Lincoln County, OK,
when she shot and killed an intruder who crashed
through her back patio door.

Donna Jackson, 56, told the dispatcher a man she
didn't know was at her sliding glass door to her back
patio about 12:40 a.m., said Lincoln County Sheriff
Chuck Mangion,

She was armed with a 16-gauge shotgun when the
dispatcher heard the glass door smash and the shotgun
blast, Mangion said.

A man identified as Billy Dean Riley, 53, was
struck once in the chest and pronounced dead when
emergency medical workers arrived, Mangion said.

Jackson was not harmed. She was home alone
when her dog woke her up, Mangion said She turned
all the lights in the house on and then armed herself
with the shotgun. Her husband was not home,
Mangion said.

She went into her kitchen and saw a man trying to
break in. The man saw her and screamed threat's at
her, Mangion said She told him she was armed and on
the phone with police, he said

The man picked up a patio table and threw it
through the patio door, Mangion said He stepped into
the kitchen and that is when she fired the fatal blast,
striking him in the center of the chest, he said

Deputies arrived and found the man lying on the
back porch.

Jackson did not know the man, Mangion said. The
New GUN WEEK, January 15, 2010

MI Notes Safest Gun Hunt Season
The Michigan Department of Natural Resources

(DNR) is reporting that the 2009 firearm hunting
season is the safest ever recorded, according to The
Bay City Times.

During firearm season, from Nov. 15- 30, DNR
officials are saying there were no hunting-related
fatalities reported.

With about one week left in the 2009 (archery)
hunting season as the Dec. 22 report was filed, there
had been 12 hunting-related accidents recorded and
one fatality—during the Spring turkey season,
according to records.

The DNR has tracked incidents since at least 1940.
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In 2005, the DNR recorded 19 accidents with three
fatalities; and in 2000, there were seven fatalities and
32 accidents. In 1950, the department recorded 25
fatalities and 190 accidents.

"Most of the credit goes to the nearly 3,000
Michigan volunteer Hunter Education instructors
across the state," said Jon Wood, program supervisor
for the DNR's Hunter Education Program. The New
GUN WEEK, January 15, 2010

If Heller case was historic, McDonald
may prove moreso

by Joseph P. Tartaro, Executive Editor

When the Heller case went before the US Supreme
Court in 2008, it got there on an appeal by the District
of Columbia which had lost the challenge to its gun
ban in the case that started out as the Parker lawsuit.
There was much confusion about the impact on gun
laws of the Parker/Heller case at the time, among
gunowners in particular, as well as the media and the
general public. I pointed out at the time, that while it
was an important Second Amendment case, the central
issue was keeping arms, not keeping and bearing.

DC lost and the Heller decision was proclaimed
"historic," but it did not solve everyone's concerns
about the scope of their Second Amendment rights.

Further decisions were needed. The first of these
involved incorporation—whether or not the Second
Amendment right applied to the states or only federal
enclaves like DC. That issue is now before the
Supreme Court in a case captioned McDonald v. City
of Chicago.

The McDonald case offers the prospect of a
truly landmark decision on a par with Brown vs.
the Board of Education. It's impact would be huge.

For that reason, the Second Amendment
Foundation (SAF), which is one of the plaintiffs and
which is funding the McDonald case, is encouraging
people to get as much background on the issues
involved on a special website: chicagoguncase.com,
which has all of the background and history of the
case as well as all of the filings, amicus briefs
included. That is also the reason SAF has invited Alan
Gura, the lead attorney in the case, as well as repre-
sentatives of the National Shooting Sports Foundation,
which had filed a supporting brief, to participate in a
public/press conference during the SHOT Show in Las
Vegas. It will provide everyone a chance to get fully

informed about this critical court case.
To give you an idea of the importance of the

McDonald case, a great number of briefs were filed in
support of the plaintiffs, a few in opposition, some
supporting neither party.

Among the amicus briefs filed in support of
petitioners were those of the: Cato Institute/Pacific
Legal Foundation; Constitutional Law Professors /
Constitutional Accountability Center; Center for
Constitutional Jurisprudence / Attorney General
Edwin Meese, Dean Eastman; Institute for Justice;
CalGuns Founda tion; Texas and 37 other state
attorneys general; Members of Congress; Goldwater
Institute; Law Enforcement Trainers; American
Legislative Exchange Council; Professors of Philoso-
phy; Heartland Institute; Nordyke Plaintiffs; Buckeye
Firearms Foundation; Maryland Arms Collectors;
Rocky Mountain Gun Owners; Jews for the
Preservation of Firearms Ownership; Safari Club;
State Firearms Associations; National Shooting Sports
Foundation; Eagle Forum; Paragon Foundation;
Rutherford Institute; Prosecutors Arms keepers;
Academics for the Second Amendment; ACLJ;
ACRU; Women Legislators and Academics; State
Legislators; and Gun Owners of America.

Among the most recent information posted on
chicagoguncase.com by Gura are the following bits of
news.

"1. The Court has granted the American Legislative
Exchange Council's motion to file an amicus brief on
our side. ALEC had given only two days notice of
their amicus brief, and Chicago did not consent to the
lath filing, but neither did the Respondents file an
opposition to that motion."

The brief is now posted on the website.
"2. Chicago and Oak Park did file an application

with Justice Stevens to allow the filing of a combined
oversize 22,500 word brief, which we did not oppose.
After all, each respondent could have filed its own
15,000 word brief. That application was granted.

"3. Finally, as it did in the Heller case, the State of
Texas has sought leave to argue in McDonald, and as
in the Heller case, I am not opposing that motion. It is
significant that 38 states are on record supporting
application of the right to arms against the states.
Motions like this are very rarely granted and we would
not consent to any others being filed on our side.
Texas AG Greg Abbott would participate in the
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argument if the Texas motion were granted."
In a brief review of the amid briefs on the website,

Gura, the lead attorney for McDonald et al, the
Second Amendment Foundation and Illinois State
Rife

Association, who will argue before the nine justices
for the plaintiffs on March 2, offered the following
comments.

"It's impossible to summarize all the amicus briefs
that have been filed in support of our position, but we
wanted to point out at least a few that appear to be
significantly helpful or illuminating. It's not an
exhaustive list, and we may revisit this topic in the
future....

"Nothing demonstrates the incredible range of
support we enjoy from across the ideological spectrum
as much as the Constitutional Accountability Center's
brief on behalf of an all-star team of constitutional
scholars. It's an honor to have such support.

"Additional insight into the Fourteenth
Amendment's original meaning is provided by
excellent briefs from Dean John Eastman and former
AG Ed Meese on behalf of the Center for Constitu-
tional Jurisprudence; Timothy Sandefeur, Ilya
Shapiro, and Bob Levy on behalf of Cato and Pacific
Legal Foundation; Clark Neily at the Institute for
Justice; and Clint Bolick and Nick Dranias at the
Goldwater Institute....

"Finally Erik Jaffe's brief for the Calguns
Foundation explores some of the problems with the
flawed scholarship of Charles Fairman and Raoul
Berger. For much of the twentieth century, their views
of the Fourteenth Amendment were accepted without
challenge. But later scholars, including Michael Kent
Curtis, Akhil Reed Amar, Richard Aynes, and Brian
Wildenthal, have debunked Fairman and Berger. It
helps to have a brief touching upon the history of the
Fourteenth Amendment's academic treatment."

Gura also commented further; “We understand that
not everyone will agree with our position in this case.
For example, we expect that Chicago's attorneys will
present some alternative constitutional vision that sup-
ports their desired outcome. May the more persuasive
argument (ours, I should hope) prevail.

"But not everyone agrees that the r case should or
would be based upon the Supreme Court's views of
the law. Prior to the DC Circuit's decision in
Parker/Heller, that case was met by many rolled eyes

and deep, knowing sighs by Very Smart People. The
skepticism had nothing to do with the merits of the
arguments on either side, which were entirely beside
the point. Simply put, the Second Amendment wasn’t
going to be revived because the courts wouldn’t feel
like there….

Some people wonder why our Privileges or
Immunities argument needs to define that provision
any broader than the actual Second Amendment right
at issue. The answer is dictated by logic. While we
cannot define the full scope of every right secured by
the Fourteenth Amendment, and have no interest in
doing so, neither can we show that the right to arms
fits within the Privileges or Immunities Clause
without first discussing what sort of rights are
embodied by that provision. It's worth mentioning that
self-defense is a natural pre-existing right, and
consequently the right to arms would be a Privilege or
Immunity of American citizenship even if the Second
Amendment did not exist." The New GUN WEEK, January
15, 2010

Chicago's Brief Exposes Defense
Arguments

by Dave Workman, Senior Editor

While acknowledging that "no other substantive
Bill of Rights protection has been regulated nearly as
intrusively" as the Second Amendment, the City of
Chicago maintains in its brief to the Supreme Court in
the challenge to its handgun ban that such bans should
be allowed in order to maintain what it calls "a system
of ordered liberty."

It is a theme found repeatedly in the 106-page brief
filed by the city, laying out its case in McDonald v.
City of Chicago, brought against the city in June 2008
by the Second Amendment Foundation, Illinois State
Rifle Association and four individual plaintiffs.
Surprisingly, at some points in the brief, it appears the
city is mistaking the plaintiffs in this case with the
National Rifle Association, which filed a separate
lawsuit against the city on the day after SAF and ISRA
filed their action. NRA also sued the adjacent Village
of Oak Park, while SAF and ISRA did not.

However, when the Supreme Court decided to
accept a challenge to the Chicago ban, it agreed only
to hear the SAF/ISRA case, essentially leaving the
NRA case on hold. On Jan. 4, the NRA made the
unusual request of the Supreme Court to be given time
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to join in the oral argument, scheduled for Mar. 2.
SAF attorney Alan Gura opposed the request.

According to SCOTUSBlog, an on-line
commentary about Supreme Court activities, the NRA
motion was filed by Paul D. Clement, the former
Solicitor General in the Bush Administration. Clement
came under fire two years ago for his tepid brief in the
Heller case in which he put forth the argument that the
right to have a handgun in one's home "it should be
subject to regulation by government that would not
have to meet the strictest constitutional test,"
according to remarks on the Heller case on
SCOTUSWiki, another on-line reference covering the
high court. Both the SCOTUSBlog and SCOTUSWiki
articles were written by Lyle Denniston.

NRA requested time to argue incorporation under
the Due Process Clause rather than under Privileges
and Immunities, which is the thrust of the SAF/ISRA
argument.

In his petition, Clement argued that the NRA has "a
particularly strong claim to argument time." He
claimed the NRA is "a party to this case and active
participant throughout the proceedings." Clement also
noted that the court has granted divided argument time
in previous cases.

"This is an extraordinarily important case,"
Clement wrote. "The outcome will determine whether
the Second Amendment is somehow bizarrely limited
to the federal government and federal enclaves or
whether it is the fundamental guarantee of liberty that
the Framers of the Fourteenth Amendment
envisioned."

Chicago maintains in its brief that regulations
limiting the right to keep and bear arms at the local
level have been consistently upheld by the courts. The
city, therefore, contends that the Second Amendment
should not be incorporated to limit state and local
government gun control measures.

The Chicago brief argues that:
"Bill of Rights provisions are incorporated into the

Due Process Clause only if they are implicit in the
concept of ordered liberty."

"Chicago and Oak Park may reasonably conclude
that in their communities, handgun bans or other
stringent regulations are the most effective means to
reduce fear, violence, injury, and death, thereby
enhancing, not detracting from, a system of ordered
liberty"

"Our submission is simply that data exist to support
a conclusion that under some conditions stringent
firearms regulations can limit violence; reduce injury
and death; and lead to the preservation of, not the
intrusion upon, a system of ordered liberty."

"Because handguns are so well adapted for the
commission of crimes and the infliction of injury and
death, stringent handgun regulations, including
prohibitions, can be reasonably thought to create the
conditions necessary to foster ordered liberty, rather
than detracting from it."

"But incorporating the Second Amendment would
place at risk, in addition to handgun bans, many other
firearms -regulations that may equally be viewed as
necessary to reduce fear, violence, and injury, and
therefore to foster, not threaten, a system of ordered
liberty."

"Finally, the treatment of firearms rights in other
countries—especially countries that share our Anglo-
American heritage—supports the conclusion that the
Second Amendment right is not implicit in the
concept of ordered liberty."

While Chicago's strategy repeatedly alludes to the
preservation of this "ordered liberty," the city's
attorneys also argue that Second Amendment incorpo-
ration is not supported by history. They contend that
the right to keep and bear arms "was not included in
the Bill of --Rights for its own sake or to protect it
against the political process; rather, it was codified to
protect the militia by eliminating the threat that the
federal government would take away the arms
necessary for militia service."

"The scope of the Second Amendment right—
weapons in common use—also reflects its purpose of
protecting the militia," Chicago argues, "rather than an
individual right related to self-defense, since the
Second Amendment protects weapons regardless of
whether they are useful for self-defense."

And again, the city maintains, "Nothing in the
congressional debate over the Amendment suggests
any view that a private arms right unconnected to
preservation of the militia was thought implicit in the
concept of ordered liberty."

Certain to aggravate gun rights activists, the city
contends that "The scope of the Second Amendment
right also reflects the purpose to protect the militia
rather than to further a fundamental aspect of personal
liberty."
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It would appear to some observers that Chicago
and Oak Park seem to be rearguing the issues in the
Heller case in an attempt to salvage their handgun
bans in the McDonald case.

To keep abreast of the McDonald case before the
Supreme Court, follow the postings on
chicagoguncase.com. The New GUN WEEK, February 1,
2010

Gun Rules In National Parks Kick In Feb.
20

A year of controversy over guns in national parks
and refuges ends on Feb. 20, when visitors will be
allowed to pack guns in all national parks and refuges
accordance with the laws of the state or states where
they are located.

The rule change—loaded guns have not been
allowed in parks for decades—first was floated as an
administrative rule change in the last days of the
George W. Bush presidency, but later was challenged
in court which reversed the Interior Department
regulation, The Missoulian newspaper noted.
Congress then attached the authorizing gun language
as an amendment to credit card legislation, which was
signed by President Barack Obama on May 22.

Under the new rules, "all firearms—loaded, legally
concealed and otherwise—can be carried, by anyone,"
according to Glacier Park spokeswoman = Amy
Vanderbilt, quoted by the newspaper. National parks
and wildlife refuges now will have the same gun rules
as the states in which they are located.

The guns will not, however, be allowed in federal
facilities—such as park headquarters, visitor centers
and ranger stations—or in places where federal
employees regularly work, such as the auditorium at
Glacier's Lake McDonald Lodge.

The move to allow guns in parks and refuges—
crafted by the National Rifle Association and
supported by many national and local pro-gun
organizations, such as the Virginia Civil Defense
League, was strongly opposed by coalitions of Park
Service retirees as well as by park ranger organiza-
tions. Officials said rangers in parks and refuges will
"investigate to the fullest any reports of firearm dis-
charge in a park." The New GUN WEEK, February 1, 2010

Right-To-Carry Bill Hearing Scheduled In
CA Legislature

Surprising as it may seem given the usual anti-gun
posture of California lawmakers and the governor,
Assembly Bill 357, a measure that proposes to replace
the state's arbitrary "proof of need" concealed carry
law with a "shall issue" standard was scheduled to be
heard by the Assembly Committee on Public Safety on
Jan. 12, a day after this issue of Gun Week went to
press.

AB-357, sponsored by Assemblyman Steve Knight
(R-36th Dist.), would create a "shall issue" concealed
handgun permit system in California, according to a
National Rifle Association report. Under current law,
an applicant must show cause as to why they should
be issued a license to carry a concealed handgun for
self-defense.

AB-357 would remove that stipulation and require
sheriffs to issue the license if all other mandated
criteria are satisfied. Currently, at least two sheriffs in
different California counties are the subjects of
lawsuits challenging the arbitrary policies with which
they administer concealed carry licenses. The New GUN
WEEK, February 1, 2010Gun Week

Reports

BLM Seeks Public Comment On EA For
Nevada Range

The Clark County, NV, Shooting Park has been the
target of a long-running lawsuit by a handful of anti-
gun homeowners intending to close this major new
shooting facility located north of Las Vegas.

The shooting park was established by federal
legislation in November 2003 by transferring land
from the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) to Clark
County.

The National Rifle Association (NRA) had sent out
a member alert earlier on the same issue asking for its
members to submit comments to the BLM in support
of an Environmental Assessment that the court
required BLM to prepare. The court had previously
dismissed all the other claims by the homeowners.

However, the issue has not been settled. Because
some of the comments provided new information or
raised questions or concerns regarding the
Environmental Assessment, the BLM was forced to
consider a wider range of alternatives and so had to
prepare a supplement. The revised document has been
released for a 45-day comment period that will end
Jan. 29.
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The BLM's Las Vegas Field Office is again seeking
public comments on the Clark County Shooting Park
Environmental Assessment (EA) in regard to the
transfer of 2,880 acres of public land to Clark County,
NV, to be used as a centralized shooting park facility.
This may be the last roadblock to completion of the
shooting park.

Based on the analysis of the public comments from
the first comment period and internal BLM review, it
was determined that a new EA was needed to consider
a wider range of alternatives. Therefore, BLM has
prepared the updated EA and is providing the public
with 45 days to review the analysis.

BLM transferred the subject lands to Clark County
in November 2003 in response to Public Law 107-
350, which mandated public lands to be conveyed by
the Secretary of the Interior for a shooting facility as
soon as practicable after the date of enactment of the
Act. The Act directed the Secretary to transfer the
specified lands to Clark County for a centralized
shooting facility.

The environmental assessment is available online
at: blm.gov/nv/st/ en/fo/lvfo.html. Written comments
should be addressed to Bob Ross, BLM Las Vegas
Field Manager, 4701 North Torrey Pines Drive, Las
Vegas, NV 89130.

The NRA is asking that members in Nevada and
surrounding states once again to submit comments to
the BLM in support of the Preferred Alternative A. The
New GUN WEEK, February 1, 2010

WA Lawmakers Mull Bills; State ACLU
Urges Restraint

by Dave Workman, Senior Editor

With a particularly bloody fmal two months of
2009 for peace officers fresh in their memories,
Washington lawmakers are currently looking at a
variety of proposals ostensibly aimed at reducing risk
to law enforcement.

Five police officers and one sheriff's deputy were
killed on the job between Oct. 31 and Dec. 31. As
reported in the last issue of Gun Week, three
legislators have already announced plans to introduce
legislation banning so-called "semiautomatic military-
style assault weapons" even though none of the dead
officers was killed with such a firearm. Five were
killed with handguns and the sixth was shot with a
semi-auto sporting rifle.

But other measures are also under consideration
that may tighten up rules dealing with convicted
felons and their release from jail. This has raised
concerns among civil libertarians about the rights of
criminal suspects.

According to the Associated Press, Doug Honig, a
spokesman for the American Civil Liberties Union
(ACLU) of Washington, is worried that such measures
may be lots of flash with little substance, and only
result in restrictions on citizens' rights.

"Our concern," he said, "would be measures that
are proposals that sound tough, but in practice won't
do much to make us safer, but will restrict people's
rights."

That brought a quick reaction from Alan Gottlieb,
chairman of the Citizens Committee for the Right to
Keep and Bear Arms (CCRKBA).

"That's what gunowners have been frying for years
about restrictive gun control measures that don't
reduce crime," Gottlieb said.

He said CCRKBA shares Honig's concerns that
"the legislature's reaction may be to clamp down on
the rights of law-abiding citizens...without actually
accomplishing anything."

Early indications are that the ACLU is concerned
about proposals that seek to change the state
constitution, allowing authorities to keep potential
"Three Strike" offenders behind bars awaiting trial,
rather than letting them out on bail. Another proposal
would deny bail to criminal suspects if they are
"potentially dangerous" and have prior felony records
that were commuted or pardoned.

That legislation appears to be a direct response to
the case of cop-killer Maurice Clemmons, who
murdered four Lakewood police officers in November.
He was fatally shot 42 hours later in Seattle by a
police officer.

The last officer fatality was Pierce County Sheriff's
Deputy Walter Kent Mundell, who was killed in a
Dec. 21 gunfight with a man who wounded Mundell's
partner, Sheriff's Sgt. Nick Hausner. Mundell was able
to fatally wound the man who killed him, David
Crable, in an exchange of shots inside the home of
Crable's brother.

Gottlieb and other Evergreen State gun rights
advocates are concerned that instead of tightening up
the leash on violent offenders, the legislature may
simply push anti-gun measures, including the semi-
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auto ban proposal and restrictions on gun shows. It
does not appear that any of the guns used in any of the
police killings came from a gun show.

"When the time comes to fight these insidious
proposals," Gottlieb stated, "we will be delighted if
the ACLU joins in that battle. A civil right is a civil
right, and gun prohibitionists in the legislature need to
recognize that. Gunowners are through taking the rap
for crimes committed by ex-cons and neighborhood
thugs. We will no longer suffer for the misbehavior of
people who should not be on the streets in the first
place." The New GUN WEEK, February 1, 2010

Fewer Officer Deaths In 2009, But Gun
Fatalities Have Risen

Multiple officer fatalities in which more than one
police officer died in a single incident helped boost
the number of law enforcement fatalities due to
gunfire in 2009, while overall police fatalities declined
to their lowest point in five decades.

According to the National Law Enforcement
Officers Memorial Fund, there were fewer police
officers killed in traffic fatalities in 2009 than died in
2008. But death from gunfire claimed ten more
officers, including six in Washington State between
Oct. 31 and Dec. 31.

As of Dec. 26, 47 police officers had died
nationwide this year after being shot while on duty, up
from 38 for the same time in 2008, which was fewest
gunfire deaths since 1956, according to the data.

The fatalities include three Drug Enforcement
Administration agents who died in a helicopter crash
in Afghanistan.

Texas is the only state where police deaths reached
double digits, with 11 officer fatalities in the Lone
Star State last year.

Ten more officers died from gunfire including
one female officer who died in the Lakewood, WA,
ambush on Nov. 29 with three male colleagues in the
unprovoked attack. That is up over the 2008 figure,
which was the lowest number of officer deaths in
more than 50 years. The deadliest decade for law
enforcement officers was the 1970s, when an average
of 228 police officers were killed each year.

Last March, four Oakland, CA, officers were killed
in linked incidents that began with a double shooting
at a traffic stop and ended with two fatalities as
SWAT officers closed in on the barricaded suspect.

The next month, three officers in Pittsburgh, PA,
were killed by a man involved in a domestic
disturbance. The suspect in that case ambushed
responding officers.

Another domestic violence incident in Okaloosa
County, FL, claimed two sheriff's deputies, and in
July, two Seminole County sheriff's deputies died
while trying to serve an arrest warrant, the Memorial
Fund recalled. The New GUN WEEK, February 1, 2010

California Microstamping Law Deferred
By Patent Issues

Firearms microstamping, signed into law by Gov.
Arnold Schwarzenegger (R) in October 2007 and
slated to take effect Jan. 1, 2010, is not in effect since
the technology remains encumbered by patents.

The National Shooting Sports Foundation (NSSF)
reported that microstamping could not be certified as
required before the law could go into effect.

Microstamping is the process by which firearms
manufacturers would have to micro laser-engrave a
gun's make, model and serial number on two distinct
parts of each gun, including the firing pin. The
supposed justification is that in theory the information
would be imprinted on the cartridge casing when the
pistol is fired making it possible for law enforcement
to trace the gun and the shooter.

Though microstamping cannot be certified because
the technology remains covered by patents, in
November the California Department of Justice issued
proposed regulations for the technology, a move that
was questioned by NSSFthe trade association for the
firearms and ammunition industry.

"In the midst of California's budget crisis and
despite the possibility this law may never go into
effect—as the technology remains encumbered by
patents—one has to question the decision by the
California Department of Justice to spend its time and
limited resources on drafting regulations for the
flawed technology," said NSSF Senior Vice President
and General Counsel Lawrence G. Keane.

Opposition to microstamping has intensified as
manufacturers have indicated the new law would force
them to raise prices of guns significantly. Estimates of
price increases go as high as $200 per firearm, as the
unreliable technology would require a complete
reconfiguring of the manufacturing and assembly
processes. The New GUN WEEK, February 1, 2010
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Man unloads 58 guns
Los Angeles County sheriff's deputies expected

heavy business in late December during its annual
"gifts for guns" buy-up program in Compton, CA.

And sure enough, scores of people lined up to turn
in various firearms in exchange for retail and
supermarket gift cards.

But, according to_the Los Angeles Times, they
were surprised at the man who pulled up in a sport
utility vehicle with 58 guns—mostly handguns but
also some described by the newspaper as "assault
weapons." Dressed in a sweat shirt and jeans, the man
offered his cache in a nonchalant fashion.

As is the policy for such events, deputies asked no
questions and eagerly took the guns. They don't know
the man's name, and the donor declined to comment to
The Times. After unloading his guns, the man
received several thousand dollars in gift cards and
drove away.

"That should feed someone for a year or two," said
Lt. Anthony Lucia. "There were a lot of the kind of
weapons used in robberies. We don't know his
identity. We don't know if he is a gun dealer or what."

The Compton exchange garnered 232 guns, all of
which will be destroyed.

The gifts for guns program has been a staple of the
Sheriff's Department's crime-reduction efforts in
Compton, which has seen a drop in homicides in
recent years.

Lucia said the mystery man will likely remain a
mystery. "It's 58 guns off the street," he said. The New
GUN WEEK, February 1, 2010

Some cops pay for losses
The top cop in North Myrtle Beach, SC, will have

to pay for a gun stolen from his vehicle earlier in
December, according to The Associated Press.

Multiple media outlets reported that the city's
Public Safety Director William Bailey reported his
.40-caliber handgun was taken from his truck
overnight on Dec. 20.

City spokeswoman Nicole Aiello says Bailey must
reimburse the city for the gun. He valued it at $500 in
the report by Horry County police. Aiello says no
other disciplinary action will be taken.

Police say there were six vehicle break-ins in
Bailey's Little River neighborhood the night he
reported his gun was taken.

Bailey's son says he spotted a man in the
neighborhood when he returned home about 2:30 a.m.
on Dec. 21. Christopher Bailey says he and a friend
chased the man but he disappeared into some woods.
The New GUN WEEK, February 1, 2010

Harley backs gunowner privacy
There is a long tradition of harmony between

motorcyclists and gunowners, but now a famous bike
maker has moved even closer to the gun community,
according to the NRA.

In an effort to show its support for the Second
Amendment, Harley-Davidson of Bloomington, IN,
stepped up to the Herald-Times newspaper in
disagreement with its new searchable database of
concealed carry permit holders.

In a press release issued Dec. 10, the company
stated that "Harley-Davidson of Bloomington believes
in freedom and is a strong supporter of Second
Amendment rights. Many of our staff members are
gun owners and/or permit holders. We believe the
decision of the Herald-Times, a valued business
partner, to publish a searchable database of permit
holders in the state of Indiana by street, is an
unnecessary and dangerous practice." The New GUN
WEEK, February 1, 2010

IL sheriff facing more charges
From the "Only Cops Should Have Guns" file

comes the updated report about accused Gallatin
County, IL, Sheriff Raymond Martin, who had been
jailed for allegedly selling marijuana, sometimes on
duty.

Now, according to the Associated Press, Martin is
in deeper trouble, and is now charged with soliciting
murder for hire, and it's a family affair. His wife,
Kristina, and son, Cody, are also charged with the
same crime and were being held on $1 million bond.
The New GUN WEEK, February 1, 2010

Philippines set 6-month gun ban
The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) and the

Philippine National Police (PNP) will enforce a total
gun ban nationwide for six months starting Jan. 10,
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the official start of the election period in that nation, to
curb election-related violence.

Existing uniformed security personnel assigned to
protect national and local government officials will
also be recalled, but may be reinstated upon approval
of the Commission on Elections (Comelec), according
to The Philippines Star.

Responding to a Comelec resolution, PNP chief
Director Gen. Jesus Verzosa on Jan. 2 issued a
directive 'suspending all Permits to Carry Firearms
Outside of Residence (PTCFORs) effective Jan. 10,
up to June 9.

AFP spokesman Lt. Col. Romeo Brawner said only
regular members of the police and military on official
duty are exempted from the total gun ban.

The Philippines Star reported that politicians
stripped of their security details have several options
to protect themselves during the election period. The
New GUN WEEK, February 1, 2010

Historic Pennsy gun club sues neighbors
over pigeon shoots

The Philadelphia Gun Club has sued its neighbors
as well as a waterfront development firm, alleging a
"concerted campaign" to interfere with live pigeon
shoots along the Delaware River in Bensalem, PA.

The historic organization seeks $150,000 from the
Grupp Family of Langhorne and Strategic Realty
Investments of Montgomery County, according to the
Bucks County Courier Times. The suit was filed Dec.
29 in Bucks County court by gun club President Leo
Holt. Holt alleges an invasion of privacy, harassment
and false statements to the news media and police
about "illegal activity"

Pigeon shoots are legal under Pennsylvania law.
Animal rights activists descended on the gun club
Dec. 5 to protest and film activity there. Holt alleges
Otto Grupp and Theodore Grupp and unknown
individuals acting on behalf of Strategic Realty
Investments have instigated, aided and abetted those
protesters.

The Grupps own land adjacent to the gun club and
recently agreed to sell that property to Strategic
Realty. The firm plans to build about 500 luxury
condos and 70 homes along the waterfront.

But part of that land is subject to an easement, said
Sean Corr, attorney for the gun club. The club said it
purchased that easement in 1976 from a deceased

Grupp relative. The agreement allows members to
"discharge firearms over, across and through said
premises, and for the shot of such firearms to traverse
said premises and the airspace above."

Bensalem said it ordered a cease and-desist against
the shoots in 2002, after videos sent to the newspaper
appeared to show pigeon hunting. The club has denied
any such cease-anddesist orders were issued. Club
members have questioned whether the township has
legal authority to stop pigeon shoots.

The township no longer will try to stop the activity,
Bensalem Public Safety Director Fred Harran said in
December. Chartered in 1877, the gun club pre-dates
any township laws. The New GUN WEEK, February 1, 2010

Timney unveils 870 Trigger Fix
Timney Triggers has announced that due to

customer comments and feedback received from the
field, the company, founded in 1946, has developed a
new product for 2010, called the 870 Trigger Fix.

Designed to work with all Model 870 shotguns, the
Trigger Fix allows the user to have a clean, smooth,
fully adjustable trigger pull. Every Timney 870
Trigger Fix is packaged with a sear, three pull weight
springs and a hex head wrench. The purchaser simply
chooses a spring (light, medium, or heavy) and then
fine tunes the pull weight with the hex head wrench
for a precise setting.

MSRP for the Trigger Fix made in the USA is
$89.95 including a lifetime warranty.

For more information on Timney Triggers and their
line of over 75 replacement triggers, please contact
Timney by writing to them at: 3940 West Clarendon,
Phoenix, AZ 85019; or phone toll-free: 866-
4TIMNEY; or visit them online at:
timneytriggers.com. The New GUN WEEK, February 1, 2010

Bay State's gun permits surge due to
crime worries, new laws

The number of gun permits issued in
Massachusetts surged by more than 15% over the past
two years, reversing nearly a decade of steady declines
and marking a pronounced departure for a state known
for its anti-gun sentiment, The Boston Globe reported
on Dec. 20 in a front-page article written by Peter
Schworm and Matt Carroll.
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The magnitude of the rise, evident in nearly every
corner of the state, surprised law enforcement
officials, and gun advocates and opponents alike.

Some saw it as an echo of similar spikes across the
country after President Obama's election, when heavy
gun sales were attributed to fears that he would
impose strict new gun laws. But with more women
and elderly residents signing up for gun classes in
Massachusetts, many said the increase here has also
been driven by worries about crime and a growing
sense of vulnerability in the wake of the financial
collapse and lingering fallout of the damaged
economy, The Globe continued.

"I think it's a sign of the times," said Mike
Burchman, who teaches gun courses in Hopkinton,
where the number of permits rose 25%. "There's a
general insecurity, and people are looking for personal
protection. In the past two years, I've seen a real shift."

_The increase in Class A permits—the largest and
broadest category of gun license—amounted to a jump
of more than 28,000 statewide to about 224,000 as of
(November), according to data provided by the state
Executive Office of Public Safety and Security.

The number had previously been dropping, from
about 239,000 in 2001 to +92,000 in 2007. Class A
permits, commonly called "a license to carry," are the
only permits that allow individuals to carry concealed
guns and own all types of legal firearms.

Among those who recently got a permit was Ryan
Fairbanks, a 23-yearold National Guardsman from
Haverhill Guns were anathema in his childhood home,
he said, but a few weeks ago he got a permit and
bought a gun to protect himself.

"We grew up with the mentality that only criminals
own guns," said Fairbanks. "I brought my gun to
mom's house to show her the safety features, and it
wasn't the end of the world to have a gun."

Chris Haynes acquired a license last year after
moving to the quiet town of Ashby. He was worried
about crime, a fear that seemed to be confirmed
recently when someone stole the tires off his car. "I
thought it would be a good thing to have around the
house," he said.

Permits rose in all but a handful of very small
towns, and appeared to increase more or less evenly
across the state—in small towns and larger cities and
in wealthy areas as well as poorer ones. Towns
including Andover, Beverly, and Newton saw

increases at or slightly above the state average, as did
Medford, Weymouth, and Woburn. Boston was up
18%, Cambridge 25%, Somerville 26%, Brockton
13%.

In some cases, the increases were striking. Permits
climbed 31% in Falmouth, 30% in Duxbury.

Massachusetts gun ownership laws are among the
strictest in the country, The Globe reported. Local
police departments grant licenses and have broad
leeway to deny applications.

To receive a permit, applicants must complete a
certified firearms safety course and cannot have a
record of a felony or misdemeanor conviction with a
sentence longer than two years.

Law enforcement officials said that, while the
sharp increase in permits is unexpected, it does not
portend any increase in gun violence.

"We're concerned about criminals with guns, not
law-abiding citizens," said John A. Grossman,
undersecretary of forensic science and technology for
the state Office of Public Safety and Security. "It's the
illegal gun trafficking we're really focused on."

Police chiefs and district attorneys echoed that,
saying they see few crimes committed with legally
licensed firearms, The Globe's reported continued,
saying many people apply for Class A licenses
because it allows them to own any legal firearm, but
the vast majority do not regularly carry firearms in
public, they said.

The Globe did cite the usual concerns from anti-
gun groups which claimed that any growth in gun
ownership will mean more bloodshed.

"I think the more guns, the more gun violence,"
said John Rosenthal, founder of Stop Handgun
Violence, which led the push for the state's
groundbreaking Gun Control Act of 1998, widely seen
as the nation's most comprehensive gun legislation.

In May (2009), the administration of Gov. Deval
Patrick proposed limiting Massachusetts residents to
one handgun purchase per month to reduce gun
trafficking by "straw purchasers" who buy in bulk to
sell to people who can't legally buy guns, The Globe
maintained.

That bill is now before the state's joint judiciary
committee. Such proposals have fed beliefs that more
regulation could be on the way.

"People feel new gun laws may come down the
pike," said Steve Hathaway, owner of Mass Firearms
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School in Framingham, where permits rose 20
percent. "They want to get into the system before the
system closes."

The Globe reported that many people are also
purchasing firearms for home defense, frightened by
high-profile crimes such as a fatal home invasion in
New Hampshire this Fall. A growing number have
lost faith in the government's ability to protect them,
gun rights advocates said.

"Katrina changed a lot of minds," said James L.
Wallace, who directs the Gun Owners' Action League,
the state's largest gun-rights group, referring to crime
and looting in New Orleans after the hurricane.

Massachusetts gun clubs and firing ranges that
offer instruction told the newspaper's reporters that an
increasing number of women and the elderly are
enrolling in classes. The New GUN WEEK, February 1, 2010

DC detective in hot water for pulling gun
at snowball fight

A District of Columbia police detective was in hot
water after drawing a gun during a snowball fight in
an incident that was captured on video by at least three
different people.

The officer in question was stripped of his
badge and gun pending the outcome of an internal
investigation.

Video of the confrontation between the detective,
who identified himself only as "Baylor," and the
crowd flashed across the Internet, and was even seen
on CNN and Fox. Many of the snowball throwers
taunted the man, some to the point of actually pelting
him with snowballs even after they knew he was
armed.

By the time uniformed officers arrived at the snowy
scene, tempers were flaring, and based on the videos
available on the Internet, it took two officers to calm
things down.

Police had to backtrack early in the investigation
after they had initially insisted the detective had not
drawn his pistol. That was before the videos surfaced
showing that he had drawn a gun. One video showed a
uniformed officer also with a pistol in hand, finger off
the trigger, but he is also shown reholstering the gun.

The Dec. 19 snowball fight was reportedly
promoted by a 25-year-old computer wizard identified
as Yousef Ali. Described as a "former Apple Genius
and aspiring 'rock star' who is forging a career in

media and technology," Ali spread word of the battle
on Facebook and Twitter.

The detective's Hummer was apparently hit with a
snowball as it moved into the intersection. Video
shows the vehicle stopped midway in the snowbound
street, and the detective outside moving toward the
crowd. Several people are heard to state that he has a
gun. The New GUN WEEK, February 1, 2010

21 in Pennsylvania facing gun trafficking
charges

A 61-year-old man who shot his 16year-old autistic
son to death in November, then shot himself, got his
gun from a straw purchaser, authorities according to
the Philadelphia Daily News.

Segundo Duque shot his son, Fabian, once in the
head after pulling over in his minivan, in Juniata Park,
on the morning of Nov. 9, police had said.

He then drove nearly two miles to another
intersection in Summerdale, where he parked near St.
Martin of Tours Roman Catholic Church and shot
himself in the head shortly after 6 that morning, police
said.

On Dec. 29, the District Attorney's Office said the
9mm handgun used by Duque was purchased for him
by Neisha Valle, 23, in Juniata Park.

Valle was one of 21 people investigated by the city-
state Gun Violence Task Force, who were recently ar-
rested or who are expected to be arrested on gun
trafficking and related charges.

Duque, of East Frankford, had shown signs of
being drunk that morning, when he had first gone
armed to the home of an ex-girlfriend. After an
argument with the woman, during which he pulled his
gun out, she escaped unharmed, police said.

It was later that morning when he shot his son, then
killed himself, police have said.

Valle faces a March 10 preliminary hearing on
tampering with public records and gun charges.

Since the task force began in December 2006, it
has opened 1,207 investigations, made 395 arrests
and seized 743 firearms. To date, 157 people have
been convicted of gun-related offenses.

District Attorney Lynne Abraham said in a news
release that the success of the task force—combined
with her office's legislative efforts and the First
Judicial District's gun court—has resulted in fewer
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homicides and fewer gunshot injuries. The New GUN
WEEK, February 1, 2010

OK lawmakers sponsor tax-free gun sales
holiday

The Tulsa World reported at the end of December
that two Democratic state lawmakers want a sales-tax
holiday on the purchase of guns.

Sen. John Sparks of Norman and Rep. Wes Hilliard
of Sulphur have introduced SB-1322, also called the
"Second Amendment Weekend Sales Tax Holiday
Act."

The legislation would set a sales-taxfree period on
handguns, rifles or shotguns starting at 12:01 a.m. on
the third Friday in August until midnight the next
Sunday, but the date is changeable.

If passed, the measure would be effective starting
next year and would expire in 2014 unless the
expiration date is extended, Sparks said. The set time
span is intended to let officials assess the measure's
impact, he said.

However, there is legislative opposition despite the
success of similar tax-free gun sales programs in
Louisiana and South Carolina. The New GUN WEEK,
February 1, 2010

Rhinebeck NY, passes anti-gun zoning
ordinance

The National Rifle Association (NRA) reported
that the Rhinebeck, NY, Town Board on Dec. 29
passed a comprehensive zoning plan, which includes
provisions that will have a negative impact on local
shooting ranges.

The new plan goes into effect immediately.
This plan includes strict limitations on the amount

of noise emanating from ranges. The language states
that ranges will not be permitted within 900 feet of a
property boundary, public trail or park, public or
private road, public right-of-way, or publicly main-
tained road. Hours of operation will be limited to 9:00
a.m.-6:00 p.m., with the opening time pushed back to
12:00 p.m. on Sundays and state and federal holidays.
The New GUN WEEK, February 1, 2010

DC homicides for 2009 seen at 45-year
low

As 2009 drew to a close, The Washington Times
reported that homicides in the District, of Columbia

were at a 45-year low, reflecting a national trend that
law enforcement officials are attributing to multi-
pronged crime-prevention strategies that include
advances in communication and coordination.

With just two days left in the year when the The
Times story was filed, according to preliminary
numbers from the police department, the District has
had 138 homicides compared with 184 at the same
time in 2008, setting up the city to record the lowest
number of homicides since 1964, when 132 were
reported killed.

Metropolitan Police Department officials attribute
the decline to a "perfect storm" of crime-fighting
strategies, including a new culture of communication
within the police department.

"The level of involvement far surpasses anything
I've ever seen," said Metropolitan Police Commander
Daniel Hickson, a more than 30-year veteran of the
department and former homicide detective. "To
imagine we're at 138 is unbelievable."

Hickson said the District—known two decades ago
as the "murder capital" of the country—has made
progress by targeting violent gun offenders and
emphasizing community policing and communication
among officers.

The result this year has been a drop in violent
crime and property crime. The sharpest drop was in
homicides, at 25%, followed by a 16% decline in
sexual assaults and a 10% decrease in car thefts.

The department has also reported a 75% homicide
closure rate as of Dec. 29 and put a lid on violence in
the Trinidad neighborhood, ending a spasm of killing
in the Northeast Washington neighborhood that
grabbed national headlines last year.

The District's numbers are part of a downward
trend reflected in many other major cities and
nationwide, the newspaper noted, but did not draw any
link to an increase in firearms purchases and
ownership since November 2008, as some media
have. The New GUN WEEK, February 1, 2010

Appeals court finds no right to unlicensed
machine guns

A former commander in the Tennessee State Guard
has lost an appeal to overturn his conviction for trying
to provide his soldiers with homemade machineguns
for possible use in defending the state, according to
recent media reports.
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On Dec. 30, a federal appeals court in Cincinnati
threw the case out of court.

"Whatever the individual right to keep and bear
arms might entail, it does not authorize an unlicensed
individual to possess unregistered machineguns for
personal use," said the three judge panel of the 6th US
Circuit Court of Appeals.

Richard Hamblen was arrested in 2004 by federal
firearms agents and charged with possession of nine
unregistered machine guns.

At trial and in his appeal, Hamblen argued that he
and his soldiers had a Second Amendment right as
members of the state militia to possess military-grade
weapons. He said Tennessee's state guard arsenal
included only 21 M16 rifles for 3,500 volunteer
soldiers.

Concerned that his unit, the 201st Military Police
Battalion, might get called into active duty, Hamblen
obtained gun conversion kits to make semiautomatic
rifles into fully automatic rifles. At least one
machinegun was used in a training exercise.

Confronted by federal agents, Hamblen told the
truth. He showed the unregistered machineguns to the
authorities and informed them that he was merely
exercising his Second Amendment right to keep and
bear arms.

"I wasn't really consciously setting out to challenge
the law and authority, but I figured I'd be on good
constitutional footing," he said in an interview. "It
seemed like a good idea at the time –would I do it
again? No."

Hamblen, who runs a mirror and glass business in
Memphis, was convicted and served 13 months in
prison. He says he's spent roughly $50,000 on legal
fees.

Hamblen had asked the Sixth Circuit judges to
endorse his view that all gun control laws are
unconstitutional. "If a person can afford to buy it, they
can have it," he says.

It is a position that runs counter to the majority
view in the US Supreme Court's 2008 gun rights
ruling in District of Columbia v. Heller. In that case,
the court struck down a ban on handguns in
Washington, DC, and declared, that the Second
Amendment protects an individual right to keep and
bear arms. But the high court went on to suggest that
individual gun rights are not unlimited and could be
subject to reasonable regulations.

Both the 8th Circuit in St. Louis and the 9th Circuit
in San Francisco have held that individuals do not
enjoy a Second Amendment right to possess
unregistered machine guns.

Hamblen is not impressed by these rulings. "If the
founders had intended for there to be reasonable
restrictions on the Second Amendment they would
have put that in the language [of the amendment]," he
said. "They were certainly capable of writing
'unreasonable' into the Fourth Amendment when it
talks about unreasonable searches and seizures."

Hamblen says he's not surprised that he lost at the
appeals court. But he says he is surprised that he's
received no help from gun-rights advocates. "They are
treating me like I'm a skunk at the picnic," he said.

As for his case, he plans to fight on. He says his
lawyer is preparing a final appeal, a petition to the US
Supreme Court. "Why stop now? I've already done the
hard part. I've already done my time," Hamblen says.
"All they can do is say no." The New GUN WEEK,
February 1, 2010

NBA Players Say Owning Guns OK, If
Done Legally

Not only have NBA Commissioner David Stern's
pleas to leave the guns at home been ignored, one
player even brought his to work.

The commissioner could hand Gilbert Arenas a
severe punishment whenever he decides to take action,
but it seems clear Stern can't convince NBA players
not to carry firearms.

As far as they're concerned, players have the
right—and maybe even the need—to own weapons, as
long as they're doing it legally, the Associated Press
reported.

"We're grown men. We protect our families We
protect our homes," said Knicks guard Larry Hughes,
who isn't licensed to own a gun. "Whatever the case
may be, whoever is bearing arms, I hope everything is
done, you know, legally, but you have that right."

Arenas violated NBA rules by bringing guns to the
Verizon Center locker room—The New York Post
reported he and Washington Wizards teammate
Javaris Crittenton drew on each other there—but he's
far from the only player owning weapons.

New Jersey Nets guard Devin Harris told reporters
he believed as many as 75% of the league's players
own guns.
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"I don't know because I don't know every guy in the
NBA. I don't know what every guy personally has,"
Indiana Pacers guard T.J. Ford said. "As a society, I
think a lot of people have protection within their
home. But I don't think it's just an NBA thing. It's just
a lot of regular people have protection in their home.

Ford owns a gun but said he doesn't carry it outside
his home, a policy Stern prefers all players take. The
commissioner called the issue of players carrying guns
an "alarming subject" in October 2006, adding "that
although you'll read players saying how they feel safer
with guns, in fact those guns actually make them less
safe." The New GUN WEEK, February 1, 2010

Seattle Repeat Felon Allegedly Liked
Robbing Pharmacies

A man released from the Monroe Reformatory in
Washington state last November is probably on his
way back there, having been arrested and charged in
connection with a string of robberies in the Seattle
area that started within a couple of weeks of his
release.

Jacob Harley Shook, 29, left the "gray bar hotel" in
November, and it now appears, according to the
Seattle PostIntelligencer on-line newspaper, that he
was a busy fellow until he was arrested Dec. 29
following a drug store robbery. He allegedly told a
friend that "Robbing pharmacies for OxyContin is the
only way to go."

Shook's post-incarceration tale begins in November
after he got out of prison. He reportedly showed up at
the door of a friend, carrying a duffel bag full of
antique rifles. It is not clear where he got the guns, but
the friend stashed them in the trunk of a car parked at
an auto repair shop in north Seattle.

The friend apparently tipped police that Shook
admitted to having robbed a pharmacy on Dec. 21, and
Shook is also a suspect in the earlier robbery of a
video store in the same neighborhood, but he had not
been charged with that crime at press time.

On Dec. 29, a Walgreens pharmacy was robbed in
north Seattle of OxyContin, and about nine hours
later, cops spotted Shook and another man in a car and
recognized Shook from descriptions of tattoos on his
neck. When they approached the car, the officers
spotted a stainless steel Smith & Wesson pistol on the
back seat. They drew their guns, got Shook and the

other man out of the car and forced them to the
ground.

But Shook decided to run, and when he took off it
was with such vigor that he left his shoes. He was
caught a short time later hiding in a garage.

This could be a career capper for Shook, who
already has 14 felonies on his record. According to the
newspaper, he has been jailed 28 times since 1998,
and at least 38 warrants for his arrest have been issued
over the years. His list of convictions includes assault,
malicious mischief, harassment, vehicle prowling,
criminal trespass and theft. The New GUN WEEK,
February 1, 2010

Police Actions Spark Lawsuit By Armed
Roanoke, VA, Man

A Roanoke, VA, man is suing the city's police over
an altercation with officers that he said began as an
argument about his permit to carry a concealed
firearm.

Aaron A. Stevenson filed a lawsuit in US District
Court in Roanoke recently, alleging that his
constitutional rights were violated during a May 6
traffic stop. He named two officers, Chief Joe Gaskins
and the city as defendants, according to The Roanoke
Times.

The newspaper was unable to get further
information from the city's attorney or even Stevenson
the day after the suit was filed, but cited the account of
Stevenson's encounter with police from the lawsuit's
complaint.

Stevenson was driving along Williamson Road to
pick up his daughter from church when Roanoke
police Officer Jamie A. Kwiecinski stopped him.
Stevenson was given a summons because his
registration had expired, The Times continued.

Kwiecinski learned that Stevenson had a concealed
carry permit and asked if he had a gun. Stevenson
declined to answer.

Kwiecinski called for backup, and Officer Dwight
W. Ayers arrived on the scene. Stevenson said the
officers ignored his repeated invocation of his right to
remain silent, and to have an attorney present during
questioning.

The officers pulled Stevenson from his vehicle, the
lawsuit said, took the .45-caliber handgun he wore in a
belt holster, and put him in handcuffs in the back of a
police car. Stevenson said he was threatened with loss
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of his permit, confiscation of his gun and indefinite
detention while police investigated whether he was
involved in anything criminal.

Officers never read Stevenson his Miranda rights,
the lawsuit said, and Ayers told Stevenson the
questioning would stop if he would admit to some
criminal action.

As the incident continued, some of Stevenson's co-
workers drove past and his employer stopped to see
what was happening. The officers asked the employer
if Stevenson had mental problems.

Stevenson said the tight handcuffs injured his
wrists.

Eventually, Sgt. Sandy Duffey, a police supervisor,
said to release Stevenson.

In the lawsuit, Stevenson asked for unspecified
monetary damages, injunctions to prevent future
incidents and a declaration that his civil rights had
been violated.

Online court records indicated that the expired
registration charge against Stevenson was dismissed in
June. The New GUN WEEK, February 1, 2010

More charges face relatives of
Washington state cop-killer

by Dave Workman, Senior Editor

Additional charges are being leveled against the
family of an alleged Washington state cop-killer as
new information, some of it erroneous, has been
surfacing in the wake of what law enforcement circles
are calling the "Parkland Massacre" of Nov. 29 in
which four Lakewood, WA, officers were gunned
down.

The killer, Maurice Clemmons, was shot fatally
about 42 hours after the Sunday morning coffee shop
shooting that took the lives of Lakewood Sgt. Mark
Renninger and Officers Tina Griswold, Greg Richards
and Ronald Owens. Clemmons died in a confrontation
with Seattle police officer Benjamin Kelly on a quiet
residential street in south Seattle. When he died,
Clemmons was carrying a handgun he took from one
of the officers he killed.

Facing new charges in the case are Eddie Lee
Davis, 20, and Douglas Edward Davis, 22, both
cousins of the gunman Eddie has now been charged
with four counts of rendering criminal assistance,
three counts of second-degree illegal possession of a
firearm and one count of possession of a stolen

firearm because at one point he had possession of the
Glock pistol Clemmons took from Richards.

Douglas Davis has also been charged with four
counts of rendering criminal assistance, plus two
counts of first-degree unlawful possession of a firearm
and one count of possessing a stolen firearm. The
Davis brothers helped Clemmons leave the Parkland
and Tacoma area and flee north to a residence in the
Auburn area where he was initially treated for a
gunshot wound inflicted by Richards in a hand-to-
hand struggle at the coffee shop.

That incident was detailed in the Jan. 1 edition of
Gun Week, and recently police sources have indicated
to Gun Week that new information corrects some
earlier impressions about the wound Richards inflicted
on the man who killed him

Clemmons was hit several times by Kelly in the
subsequent confrontation, and after he died, police
spokesmen revealed that he had a bullet wound in his
upper abdomen, originally presumed to have been
caused by Richards' bullet. However, there are now
unconfirmed indications that that specific wound,
along with wounds to Clemmons' legs and other parts
of his body were all inflicted by Kelly, who fired
seven shots during his confrontation.

The King County Medical Examiner's office
declined to disclose details of the autopsy results,
citing state confidentiality laws. However, a photo
image of Clemmons apparently taken of his body
inside an aid unit shows the abdominal wound and
what appears to be a wound to his right cheek area.
Police sources have indicated to Gun Week that
Richards' bullet apparently entered through his side
and came to rest under his skin.

In a related issue, the Tacoma News Tribune
reported that an attorney representing Ricky Hinton,
who is Clemmons' half-brother, has requested
information about which judges in Pierce County
Superior Court, where all the trials will be held,
watched the public memorial service for the four slain
officers on television, or attended the event. The
question goes to judicial "appearance of fairness."

In the aftermath of the shooting, at least one alleged
analysis of the shooting has been circulating among
law enforcement, but is riddled with errors. Gun Week
attempted to trace the origin of this report—which
even drew an e-mail rebuke from an assistant
Lakewood police chief—without success. Officers
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with a police department in Ontario, from whence a
version of this "analysis" appeared to have been
circulated, denied having produced it, and only said
the report came to them via e-mail and it was
forwarded to various other police agencies. The New
GUN WEEK, February 1, 2010

Winds Of Change Certain To Blow In
2010 Elections

by Joseph P. Tartaro, Executive Editor

In my Hindsight column back in the Oct. 15, 2009
issue of Gun Week, I speculated about whether then
recent signs were pointing toward November 2010
congressional elections that might turn out to be as
astonishing as the historic 1994 upheaval in Congress.

Back then, I based my column on the Tea Party
rallies, the Sept. 12 protest march in Washington, DC,
and the comments of other observers who predicted
that "something big" was in the works with respect to
public attitudes. I also mentioned the late Summer
polls which showed large numbers of independent
voters who were defecting from their 2008 support for
President Obama and the Democrats in Congress.

Just those few months back, the general media
reporters and commentators seemed to be missing or
ignoring the signs I was reading. But that was then.
Today things are different.

In the meanwhile, Democrats lost key gubernatorial
races in New Jersey and Virginia, and there has been
more wrangling over the health care bill in Congress.

Before we look at some of the current reports and
columns that show the Democratic leadership in
trouble just 10 months before this year's elections, it
might be smart to recall November 1994.

Most gunowners will always remember the 1994
elections in which they played so important a role in
turning over control of Congress from the Democrats,
who had been the majority for 40 years, to the
Republicans. In that election, it wasn't just freshmen
and problematical incumbents who were turned out of
office, but prominent long-term leaders like Tom
Foley of Washington state, then Speaker of the House,
as well as Jack Brooks, the powerful chairman of the
House Judiciary Committee.

Back in October, I wrote:
"If you don't remember, Clinton does. And Nancy

Pelosi, the current Speaker. And Harry Reid, the

Senate Majority Leader. And so do many Democrat
strategists."

In just over a year since winning the presidency and
solidifying majority control of the House and the
Senate, the Democrats are already seeing the
pendulum start to swing, even though few will admit
it without coining new weaselly explanations.

The New York Times reported that "A sea of
protesters filled the west lawn of the Capitol and
spilled onto the National Mall on Saturday (Sept. 12)
in the largest rally against President

Obama since he took office, a culmination of a
summer-long season of protests that began with
opposition to a health care overhaul and grew into a
broader dissatisfaction with government."

"How many people have to march on Washington
before the major news media take notice?" Back in
September, Joseph Farah of WorldNetDaily.com
wondered, "How many tea parties and town halls does
it take for the major news media to recognize the
American people are peacefully voicing their concerns
and deserve to be heard?"

Apparently, by the end of 2009, the general media
had finally gotten the message, and perhaps so have
some of the veteran politicians in Washington,
because some of them are hanging up their hats—
mostly Democrats but some Republicans, too.

Just last issue, we reported in Gun Week that four
veteran House Democrats were retiring and that one
had changed affiliation to the Republican Party. Now
we can report that two veteran senators, both
Democrats, are also retiring. These including five-
term Connecticut senior Sen. Chris Dodd and North
Dakota's three-term junior Sen. Byron Dorgan. There
are variously different reasons for each senators or
congressman's decision not to run, but risk of losing
seems to be a thread that runs through several districts
and races.

In addition, several other veteran Democrats are
seen as facing serious challenges, including Majority
Leader Harry Reid of Nevada—and that was before
disclosure of ill-advising, racially-insensitive remarks
he made about President Obama were disclosed.

On top of which, The Washington Times reported
in mid-December, that the Democrats could lose the
Senate seats previously filled by Obama in Illinois and
Vice President Joseph Biden in Delaware.
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"No one doubts that Obama would have been a re-
election shoo-in had he remained in the Senate and
that Biden had his seat for the foreseeable future," The
Times noted.

"But in another sign of political winds that appear
to be blowing against the Democrats in the 2010
cycle, Republicans and independent political analysts
say the chances are at least even that their seats could
be taken over by two strong Republican candidates
next November, when the GOP is expected to make
gains in Congress and in the state governorships," The
Times continued.

Of course, Democrats are not the only political
veterans dropping out this year. It was recently
announced that Republican Rep. Henry Brown of
South Carolina will not seek a sixth term this fall.
There may be others.

Going into 2010, Democrats held a 257-158
majority in the House and an effective 60-40 veto-
proof majority in the Senate, including the two
independents who align themselves with Democrats.

But they face an incumbent-hostile electorate
worried about a 10% unemployment rate, weary of
wars and angry at politicians of all stripes. Many
independents who backed Democrats in 2006 and
2008 have turned away. Republicans, meanwhile, are
energized and united in opposing Obama's policies,
according to media reports.

The one thing that heartens Democrats is that
voters also don't think much of the GOP, which is
bleeding backers, lacking a leader and facing a
conservative revolt.

If the Democrats are trashed by voters this
November, it could mean that some pro-gun votes will
go out with the wash water. Just trading Democrats for
Republicans without regard to their individual
positions and records can be dangerous. Being
Republican is not synonymous with being pro-gun,
and Republicans have frequently done little to help
gunowners when they have held the reigns of power.

I suspect gunowners will vote on their rights again
this year. Some just don't want to keep waiting for the
other shoe to drop in the White House, or in Congress
where senior anti-gun Democrats chair committees.

Still, health care will be important, plus jobs and
the mounting national debt with little to show for
improving the lot of unemployed Americans.

The Washington Times claims Democratic leaders
are girding for a political war over the health care
overhaul heading in to this year's midterm elections,
preparing strategies and raising funds to fend off
attacks by Republicans eager to capitalize on voter
discontent.

Analysts from both parties predict the sweeping
impact of the proposed health care changes, which
will affect every American, to be the overriding issue,
with the strongest and most personal impact in 2010.

National polls show strong opposition to the bills
that have passed the House and Senate and now must
be reconciled in a conference committee before facing
a final vote. Polling data compiled by the Senate
Republicans' campaign committee shows that
Democrats are trailing their Republican challengers in
every battleground state where opposition is strongest.

In the House, between a dozen and two dozen
Democrats who voted for the bill are on their party's
vulnerable list.

All of which suggests that if Democrats don't lose
control of the Senate, they are at least likely to lose
their veto-proof majority.

In the House, while Nancy Pelosi might still be
Speaker again in January 2010, she is likely to have a
smaller, and perhaps more cantankerous majority.
Either way, the winds of change are blowing. The New
GUN WEEK, February 1, 2010

Industry `sting' sounds like spy film plot
by Dave Workman, Senior Editor

Allegations of money-laundering, bribes and
kickbacks disguised as sales commissions, and
meetings between various figures in the firearms
industry and bogus intermediaries for foreign interests
in hotels in Washington, DC, and Miami, FL, are the
meat of charging documents filed against more than
20 people caught up in a federal sting.

Suspects were scheduled to appear in US District
Court Feb. 3 in Washington, DC.

Arrests were made as most of the suspects con-
verged on Las Vegas, NV, last month for the annual
Shooting, Hunting and Outdoor Trade (SHOT) Show.
The event was not overshadowed by the sting
operation, but conjecture about details of the arrests,
which reportedly came at the end of a 21/2-year
investigation, included concerns about entrapment of
at least some of those involved, and suspicions that
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the arrests were done in conjunction with the SHOT
Show in an attempt by the Obama Administration to
smear the gun industry.

While there is much that people suspect, here is
what they know:

The sting involved alleged violations of the For
eign Corrupt Practices Act (FCPA). Indictments were
filed in federal court on Dec. 11, 2009, but arrests
were delayed more than a month when nearly all of
those allegedly involved were gathering in Las Vegas.

Among those entangled in the case are chief
executives and ranking officers with various compa-
nies, including Amaro Goncalves, vice president of
sales for Smith & Wesson; Israel Weisler and Michael
Sachs, owners and operators of ArmorShield USA;
Daniel Alvarez, president of ALS Technologies and
Lee A. Tolleson, the company's director of
acquisitions and logistics; Ofer Paz, an Israeli citizen
and president and CEO of Paz Logistics, and almost
20 other people. Also among those arrested were three
British businessmen, David R. Painter and Lee M.
Wares, both founders of a company called Security
Support Solutions Ltd.; and Pankesh Patel, managing
director of a company that acts as a sales agent for
military and law enforcement products.

Most of the companies identified in various
published reports—none appear to be identified in
court charging documents—are accessory firms,
although at least one each is identified either as a
firearms manufacturer or ammunition dealer.

Virtually all of the companies have some
connection to military and law enforcement sales.

The sting brought suspects to meetings at either the
Ritz-Carlton Hotel in Washington, DC, or the
Mandarin Oriental Hotel in Miami. A series of
meetings between the suspects and unidentified
undercover agents and an industry "individual" were
held in Miami on May 13-14, 2009 and on May 20-22
in Washington. This "Individual 1" from the industry
was identified in court documents only as "a former
vice president of international sales for a company that
manufactured and supplied law enforcement and
military equipment to law enforcement and military
customers around the world." One of the FBI
undercover agents identified himself as the
representative for the "Minister of Defense" of an
unidentified country in Africa. A second undercover

agent identified himself as a procurement officer for
the Minister of Defense.

One suspect, identified as Helmie Ashiblie, vice
president and founder of a Woodbridge, VA, company
that produces accessories for law enforcement, met
with the undercover operatives in late August of last
year at a Washington, DC, restaurant.

Under the FCPA, it is illegal to use the mails or
other means of interstate commerce to engage in
corrupt practices that offer payment or a promise to
pay, or authorize payment of "money or anything of
value" to any person, if it is known that all or a portion
of that payment would be offered to a foreign official
"for the purpose of assisting in the obtaining or
retaining of business."

Charging documents in the case all appear to be
similar, in that they outline a pattern of activity on the
part of the suspects suggesting they all wanted a piece
of the action, despite the requirement for a
"commission" that was, according to court documents,
"intended to be paid as a bribe to the Minister of
Defense" of an unnamed country. Part of this "com-
mission" would also be split by the undercover agent
and the other individual helping to set up the bogus
transaction.

Suspects allegedly agreed to inflate the price of
their goods by 20% to allow for this "commission"
payment.

The operation continued well into the Fall of last
year, with some of the suspects providing payments to
the undercover agents in October and November.

Goods involved in the bogus transactions included
handguns, ammunition, grenade launchers and body
armor, according to court documents. The New GUN
WEEK, February 15, 2010

Gun Week

US Government Asks Dismissal Of MFFA
Suit

The United States has made its first response to a
lawsuit filed in federal district court in Missoula, MT,
to test the Montana Firearms Freedom Act (MFFA),
passed by the 2009 Legislature and signed into law by
Gov. Brian Schweitzer (D).

The MFFA declares that any firearms, ammunition
or firearms accessories made and retained in Montana
are not subject to federal regulation under the power
given to Congress in the US Constitution to regulate
commerce "among the several states." The MFFA is a
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states' rights challenge on Tenth Amendment grounds,
with firearms serving as the vehicle for the challenge.

This lawsuit to validate the MFFA was brought by
the Montana Shooting Sports Association (MSSA)
and Second Amendment Foundation (SAF). The suit
names US Attorney General Eric Holder as defendant,
and is referred to as MSSA v. Holder.

The first response to the lawsuit by the United
States is a Motion to Dismiss, submitted Jan. 19 and
considered to be a standard procedural maneuver in
lawsuits against the US government. This motion
seeks to avoid the legal merits by asserting that the
plaintiffs lack standing to sue, that a justiciable
controversy does not exist, and that prevailing case
law is against plaintiffs.

MSSA President Gary Marbut, also a plaintiff in
the lawsuit explained, "The first import of this
response is that the legal game is now on. There was
some concern that the defendants would forfeit the
game with no response in an effort to prevent this
important issue from being adjudicated properly. We
are now beyond that hurdle." However, the Motion to
Dismiss by Washington also seeks to sidestep proper
adjudication.

SAF Founder Alan Gottlieb said, "We are
disappointed but not surprised that the government
would try to kill this suit on standing, rather than
arguing about the merits of the case."

The MFFA concept has gained traction across the
nation since its passage in Montana. Tennessee has
enacted a clone of the MFFA, and other clones have
been introduced in the state legislatures of 19 other
states, including: Alabama, Alaska, Arizona Florida,
Georgia, Indiana, Kentucky, Michigan, Minnesota,
Missouri, New Hampshire, Ohio, Oklahoma,
Pennsylvania, South Carolina, Texas, Utah, Virginia,
Washington, and Wyoming. .

More information is available online at:
FirearmsFreedomAct.com. The New GUN WEEK,
February 15, 2010

NRA Statement Tries To Defang Interpol
Rumors

Over the past year, the National Rifle Association
(NRA) has reported several times on the abundance of
rumors being circulated regarding firearm issues.

Among these have been such claims as guns being
banned for the elderly, ammunition with expiration

dates, a requirement that guns be listed on tax returns,
and a prohibition on gun and ammunition imports.

The latest scuttlebutt has to do with a recent
Executive Order by President Obama concerning the
International Criminal Police Organization (Interpol).

Some have argued that the order would make
Interpol and its officials immune from civil suit or
criminal prosecution, and that it would therefore allow
Interpol personnel to seize firearms, kidnap
Americans, and otherwise violate US citizen’s rights.

The NRA said that its legal staff has reviewed this
order and does not believe it poses any of these
threats.

Obama's order amends a 1983 order by President
Reagan, in which the US recognized Interpol as an
international organization that is entitled to certain
legal immunities under the International Organizations
Immunities Act (IOIA).

One of those immunities is immunity from civil
lawsuits. Under the doctrine of "sovereign immunity,"
foreign governments generally can't be sued, and the
IOIA extended that protection to international
organizations. This has been applied to block suits
against the United Nations, Organization of American
States, and other international bodies.

The NRA said that this means that articles on the
recent order are incorrect in claiming that the order
made Interpol immune from civil suits; Interpol was
already immune.

Some have also suggested that under the order,
Interpol agents would receive diplomatic immunity, so
they could violate Americans' rights without fear of
criminal prosecution. There are several
misconceptions here.

First, diplomatic immunity only protects diplomats,
and the IOIA specifically says it does not confer
diplomatic immunity on international organization
employees.

Second, while the IOIA does provide a limited type
of immunity for international organization employees,
this is only immunity "relating to acts performed by
them in their official capacity." US courts have
interpreted this narrowly. In one case, a court found
that a United Nations (UN) employee was not immune
to a local speeding ticket even though he was actually
driving the Secretary General of the UN to an official
conference. In other cases, courts have found that
employees of international organizations can be
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prosecuted for espionage, because espionage is not
among their official duties.

Law enforcement officers working with Interpol
are detailed from agencies in various countries, such
as the FBI or the Royal Canadian Mounted Police.
They have no power of arrest outside their own
countries. Therefore, a seizure of an American (or of
an Americans' firearms) would likely not fall within
the official duties for which Interpol officials would
be immune from prosecution. The New GUN WEEK,
February 15, 2010

Activists jam `assault weapon' hearing in
WA state Senate

by Dave Workman, Senior Editor

They came by the hundreds to jam a hearing room
and the hallway outside in Olympia, WA, when the
state Senate Judiciary Committee gathered for a
hearing on a proposed ban on so-called "assault
weapons," a bill sponsored by committee chairman
Sen Adam Kline (D-Seattle).

More than 300 people signed up to testify during a
surprisingly short hearing—only 30 minutes were
allotted and only three speakers representing pro and
con views were allowed—and 298 of those citizens
were openly opposed to the Kline legislation, SB-
6396. Co-sponsors of the measure, which has been
dubbed the Aaron Sullivan Public Safety and Police
Protection Act in memory of a Seattle teen who was
gunned down last Summer, and six police officers
who were shot in the line of duty over the course of
two months late last fall, are state Sens. Jeanne Kohl-
Welles (36th Dist.), Darlene Fairley (32nd Dist.) and
Joe McDermott (34th Dist.). All are Democrats and
veteran anti-gunners. McDermott is the majority
assistant floor leader.

National Rifle Association (NRA) lobbyist called
the legislation "unconstitutional and arbitrary." He
said there is no difference between some guns that
would be banned, and others that would be allowed
under the bill. He even recalled, as did Kline, that last
fall, they met at a gun range, where Judy showed that
such legislation is based only on cosmetics, not on the
mechanical function of a specific class of firearms.

Judy also noted that five of the six slain officers
were killed with handguns, and that four of those
officers—victims in the Parkland massacre—were

murdered with a total of eight shots, six of which had
been fired from a .38-caliber revolver.

Testifying in support of the bill was Dr. Deborah
Sullivan, mother of the slain teenager for whom the
legislation is named. She acknowledged that
authorities have yet to identify the gun that was used
to kill her son. But it was after Sullivan had concluded
her remarks and left the hearing that things started
heating up.

Claiming to be speaking only for herself, Bellevue
Police Chief Linda Pillo testified in support of the
measure, in full uniform with her duty sidearm. This
landed her in hot water with Republican Sen. Pam
Roach, a member of the committee and opponent of
the proposed gun ban, and with Alan Gottlieb,
chairman of the Bellevue-based Citizens Committee
for the Right to Keep and Bear Arms. Gottlieb, a
Bellevue resident, was furious that Pillo appeared in
uniform to testify, and he fired off a blistering letter to
Bellevue City Manager Steve Sarkozy.

In his letter, Gottlieb noted that there would almost
certainly be disciplinary action taken against any
Bellevue police officer who appeared in uniform to
testify against the legislation. In the wake of Gottlieb's
action, other gun rights activists have also written
letters to Sarkozy.

Roach sent a letter to the Bellevue mayor and city
council.

Pillo drew groans when she testified that "Since
1990, more American lives have been lost through
gun violence than in all the combats fought during the
20th Century." She also asserted that, "Assault
weapons can also be easily converted to fully
automatic machine guns."

Under questioning by Roach, Pillo could not
explain what made an "assault weapon" any more or
less lethal than any other kind of rifle.

Also appearing in support of the measure was
Ralph Fascitelli, president of Washington CeaseFire,
an anti-gun organization claiming 5,000 members
statewide. (NRA's Judy told the committee that there
are approximately 92,000 NRA members in the state.)

Fascitelli also alluded to the number of firearms
deaths and compared them to battlefield deaths in Iraq
and Afghanistan. However, Gun Week did some
research and found that Fascitelli's comparison would
only be valid if all suicides and accidental deaths were
counted.
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Senate Bill 6396 would allow current owners of the
firearms to retain them, but they would be subject to
strict storage requirements. Kline promised that a
provision in the original bill requiring owners of these
guns to submit to possible annual inspections by a
sheriff's deputy to assure compliance would be
removed.

The legislation defines "assault weapon" as any
semiautomatic pistol, or semiautomatic or pump-
action rifle or shotgun capable of accepting a detach-
able magazine that can hold more than ten rounds, that
has one or more other cosmetic features. These
features

include a pistol grip, barrel shroud (hand
gdard);itin2tle" eife6iiiiiensator, a
fixed magazine that can take more than ten rounds, a
pistol with a shoulder stock of any kind, or "any
conversion kit or other combination of parts from
which an assault weapon can be assembled."

Also banned under the measure would be "any
pistol capable of accepting a detachable magazine at
any location outside of the pistol grip."

These definitions suggest that such collector's guns
as a Mauser Broomhandle pistol with original wood
stock, or a Browning Hi-Power with a similar stock
would be outlawed. Likewise, the possession of an
after-market folding stock and magazines for such
guns as a Ruger Mini-14 would also be illegal.
Thumbhole and telescoping stocks would also be
prohibited if they allow a shooter to hold the firearm
in such a way that the hand would be below the top of
the external portion of the trigger guard during firing.

The 19-page bill outlines various crimes that
disqualify someone from legally possessing firearms.
Unlike a previous bill filed five years ago, SB 6396
does not include a registration provision. It does,
however, include an exemption for law enforcement.

In December, Kline, Kohl-Welles, and state Rep.
Ross Hunter were joined at a press conference by the
leadership of Washington CeaseFire to announce
plans for the legislation.

In a letter to the Everett Herald, Kline and Kohl-
Welles wrote that "Many semiautomatic assault rifles
on the market today can be easily converted to fully
automatic operation with minor after-market
modifications, and are often purchased with that
purpose in mind."

"A less obvious point is that, when it comes to
taking life," they said, "semiautomatic weapons are as
lethal as fully automatic weapons, which were banned
in the 1930s because police were being gunned down
by gangsters...."

"A recent U.S. Supreme Court decision upholding
individuals' rights under the Second Amendment also
expressly upheld the rights of states to make
reasonable restrictions on dangerous firearms such as
assault weapons," Kline and Kohl-Welles said. "This
legislation was not introduced to limit the rights of
responsible gunowners and is an important step
toward ensuring the safety of our police and
preventing future large-scale tragedies." The New GUN
WEEK, February 15, 2010

A 'Shield' Of Many Purposes
Oakland, TN, police Officer Joshua Smith has

recovered from what might have been a fatal gunshot
wound in December, had it not been for the fact that
the bullet was deflected by Smith's badge.

He pulled over a car on a simple traffic stop for
expired tabs on Christmas Eve. The car had also been
weaving along the road, and Smith wanted to do a
sobriety check.

Proving that no traffic stop is routine, the passenger
got out and came at Smith with a knife Smith
reportedly subdued the passenger, but then the driver
pulled a handgun and fired a shot, with the bullet
striking the badge, according to WMC News.

Smith told reporters that he "felt like someone hit
me in the chest with a baseball bat."

The officer fired back and the gunman screamed,
according to published reports. Then the two suspects
fled. The New GUN WEEK, February 15, 2010

`Espresso' Is Order Of The Day
A 17-year-old would-be robber met his match Dec.

30 when he tried to rob a Coeur d'Alene, ID, barista
who just happened to have a brand new 9mm handgun
that her husband had given her as a Christmas present.

According to various published reports, including
the Spokane Spokesman-Review and KXLY radio, the
unidentified teen showed up just before 6:30 a.m. at
the Sunshine Espresso and announced that he was
robbing the place. Owner Michelle Cornelsen said the
teen did not display a handgun right away when he
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demanded cash, but he seemed to be playing with
something in his pocket.

She asked the kid why he was trying to rob her,
according to KXLY, and the reply was that he didn't
have any money.

When a customer drove up to the stand, the teen
had his gun out and laid it down on the counter,
covering it up with his hand. That's when Cornelsen
pulled her own pistol and explained the facts about
capitalism and operating a small business.

"I'm a business owner," she reportedly told him,
"and I will protect what I have. I don't want to give
you the money."

Staring into the bore of a 9mm pistol wasn't exactly
what the teen bandit evidently had in mind, and when
Cornelsen suggested that he "leave right away," he did
the first smart thing of the day and beat feet. He did
not get far, however, thanks to a plain clothes
Kootenai County sheriff's deputy who heard the armed
robbery call a couple of blocks away and found the
youth, holding him at gunpoint before a patrol unit
arrived and took him to jail. The New GUN WEEK,
February 15, 2010

Baby Used As Taser Shield
From the "You gotta be kidding me" file comes this

story out of Debary, FL, that demonstrates no matter
how low people think someone can sink, there is
always a lower depth.

In this case, authorities in the Sunshine State have
charged 39-year-old Jorge Garcia of Deltona with
using a baby as a shield against a police stun gun.
Police initially confronted Garcia in relation to his
conduct at a traffic stop, but when they did, he held up
the infant and told a Volusia County Sheriff's deputy
to "Tase the baby."

Perhaps even more stunning was the Associated
Press report that noted Garcia—now charged with
child neglect—was able to bail out of the county jail
on $6,500 bond.

This whole thing apparently started when deputies
stopped another vehicle and found Garcia in the road,
yelling profanities. He got into his car as lawmen tried
to arrest him, and that's when Garcia raised the child
and dared the deputies to stun him.

The Associated Press reported that the baby was
not harmed. The New GUN WEEK, February 15, 2010

Cat Called To Jury Duty
Duty calls for an East Boston resident, WHDH-TV

reported in January.
Someone is getting called for jury duty...but it's no

human. A family is trying to figure out how their pet
cat was summonsed for jury duty.

Sal's owners, Guy and Anna Esposito, think they
may know the source of the mix up: Sal really is a
member of the family, so on the last Census form,
Anna Esposito listed him under "pets."

"I just wrote 'Sal Esposito', scratched out the 'dog,'
and wrote, `cat,' " said Anna.

Anna has filed for Sal's disqualification of service.
However, the jury commissioner was unmoved and
denied the request.

Sal's service date at Suffolk Superior Court is set
for Mar. 23, and Anna said that if the issue isn't
cleared up by then, she will simply have to bring the
cat to court. The New GUN WEEK, February 15, 2010

Ex-FB1 Agent Says Government's
Terrorist Watch List Is 'Flawed'

by Dave Workman, Senior Editor

A month after anti-gun New Jersey Sen. Frank
Lautenberg (D) introduced legislation to preserve gun
sale records for the purpose of identifying possible
terrorist gun purchases, a former FBI agent now
working for the American Civil Liberties Union
(ACLU) said the government's "Terrorist Screening
Database" (TSDB) is flawed.

Gun rights advocates have long contended that a
terrorist watch list could have erroneous information
that wrongly identifies law-abiding citizens as
possible terrorists. In the past, gunowners have argued
that nobody knows how someone's name gets on such
a list, or how they can have their name removed.

CNS News reported that Mike German, a former
federal agent now working as a terrorism expert for
the ACLU, said it is "fundamentally ridiculous" to
believe that the TSDB is not flawed. He said as much
in January during a conference organized by the Arab
American Institute. There are some 400,000 names on
the TSDB, according to the news agency.

Last year, Lautenberg asked the Government
Accountability Office to release a report that revealed
963 cases of known or suspected terrorists having
attempted to purchase firearms or explosives over a
five—year period from February 2004 to February
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2009. The report said that in 865 of those cases, the
prospective buyer was allowed to complete the
transaction.

Lautenberg is also sponsoring legislation called the
Denying Firearms and Explosives to Dangerous
Criminal Act, which would allow the attorney general
to deny gun purchases to people whose names are on
the terrorist watch list. Attorney General Eric Holder
has endorsed that legislation.

However, Lautenberg wants to retain records on
gun purchases for longer than the 24 hours now
permitted under federal law. The 24-hour destruction
mandate has been in place since 2004, and Lautenberg
asserts that this makes it impossible for the FBI to
verify that licensed firearms dealers are properly
conducting background checks on guy buyers.

"It makes no sense to immediately destroy
information linking a gun purchase to its buyer and
seller," Lautenberg said at the time he introduced the
legislation.

He claimed that destroying audit logs of gun
transactions within 24 hours leaves law enforcement
"with one hand tied behind their back."

CNS News quoted Timothy J. Healy, director of
the Justice Department's Terrorist Screening Center,
who said that the terrorist watch list includes the
names of people with varied backgrounds, "from
suicide bombers to financiers." At least 3,400 people
have been placed on a "no fly" list, of which 170 are
US citizens.

But German sounded an alarm when he spoke in
January, asserting that many names have been added
to the terrorist list incorrectly, and that the names of
other people had remained on the list even after they
had been cleared of any terrorist involvement. He said
the terrorist watch list is prone to "tremendous false
positives." The New GUN WEEK, February 15, 2010

Ex-NYPD Detective Fights In Court For
Right To Carry

Retired New York City Police Detective Rick
Cowan is engaged in a legal battle in which he has
already lost the first round, trying to regain his right to
carry a firearm for personal protection.

However, according to the New York Daily News,
the 52-year-old ex-cop was placed on the "no carry"
list by his former department because of an injury he
suffered in an on-duty car crash. He retired in

December 2008. The crash was so severe that doctors
put a shunt in his head, and the department is
concerned that if he suffers a head blow, he could
become unconscious and thus lose control of his
pistol.

Cowan's attorney, Jeffrey Goldberg, observed,
"He's being deprived of a firearm for no logical
reason. He did a great job for New York City, and this
is no way to treat a hero."

Cowan's exploits during his career are the stuff
movie scripts are made from. He worked undercover
in the early 1990s to expose organized crime
connections in the carting industry, and he earned one
of the department's top honors. He secretly recorded
conversations between gangsters and business
executives, and because of his activities, he now fears
for his life.

The newspaper said that Cowan feels "betrayed by
the job he loved."

Cowan was quoted by the newspaper noting that
"The nature of the Mafia is these people are very
vengeful." The New GUN WEEK, February 15, 2010

SAF attorney outlines case against
Chicago at SHOT Show

by Dave Workman, Senior Editor

Noting that the Supreme Court challenge to
Chicago's handgun ban is important to the firearms
rights of all citizens, attorney Alan Gura told a Jan. 20
audience at the Shooting, Hunting and Outdoor Trade
(SHOT) Show in Las Vegas that striking down the
ban will bring with it the incorporation of the Second
Amendment to the states, through the 14th Amend-
ment.

The attorney for the Second Amendment
Foundation (SAF), Illinois State Rifle Association
(ISRA) and four individual plaintiffs was joined at the
podium by Lawrence Keane, senior vice president and
general counsel for the National Shooting Sports
Foundation (NSSF), who told the audience that a
victory in the Chicago case will signal the "beginning
of an era of litigation."

Gura, working with Chicago attorney David G.
Sigale, filed the lawsuit in June 2008, about an hour
after the Supreme Court handed down its landmark
ruling in the case of District of Columbia v. Dick
Anthony Heller. Gura argued the Heller case before
the court in March 2008, resulting in the high court's
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affirmation that the Second Amendment protects an
individual civil right to keep and bear arms, and that
the right extends far beyond service in a militia.

A day later, the National Rifle Association (NRA)
filed its own case against Chicago, and neighboring
Oak Park. At one point during the appeals process, the
cases had been combined, but when appeals were filed
to the Supreme Court, only the SAF challenge was
granted review.

SAF Executive Vice President Alan Gottlieb told
the press conference that his organization has retained
Gura to lead its legal challenges in several cases. In
addition to the Chicago lawsuit, SAF is currently
engaged in a lawsuit against Attorney General Eric
Holder over provisions in the 1968 Gun Control Act
that make it impossible for Americans living abroad to
purchase guns when they return home to visit. In
another case—in cooperation with the Citizens
Committee for the Right to Keep and Bear Arms,
Washington Arms Collectors and NRA—SAF is
challenging a handgun ban in Seattle, WA, city parks.

Gura noted that the Chicago case would never have
advanced "without the support" of SAF and he
encouraged gun owners to contribute to the
foundation. He also suggested that people take
someone new to the gun range this year and introduce
them to shooting sports.

Fighting the case is important on another level,
according to NSSF's Keane. He said that if laws are
allowed to increasingly restrict the right to bear arms,
eventually that right will become illusory. NSSF has
filed an amicus brief in the case, as have 38 state
attorneys general.

While the Heller ruling was a major victory, Gura
said it essentially reaffirmed the Second Amendment
as a limitation on Congress and the federal
government. Incorporating the amendment to limit
state and local governments is the next step, and the
Chicago lawsuit provides that mechanism

Developments in the case, which will be argued
Mar. 2 before the high court, are available at
chicagoguncase.com. The New GUN WEEK, February 15,
2010

Delaware Robber Finds Out That Booze
Can Kill

Say a belated goodbye to 20-year-old Kendel
Miller of Wilmington, DE, who had the misfortune to

rob a liquor store in which the clerk didn't care to be
robbed.

Direct from the "No Honor Among Thieves" file,
Miller's story shows just how bad luck can get. He
was with three other 20-year-olds, identified by the
Wilmington News-Sentinel as Datwan Lum, Orlando
Osario and Bernard Goodwyn, who beat feet, leaving
their comrade after the shots were fired. Police
rounded them up later.

The newspaper reported that it took a while for
cops to round up the surviving suspects. They
managed to hide out for about seven weeks following
the fatal

Nov. 17 robbery attempt at Favor's Liquor Store. At
the time of the holdup, two armed robbers came into
the store and ordered the clerk, an unidentified 55-
year-old man, to give them the money. One of the two
came around behind the counter as the clerk stepped
back, and tried to open the cash register, the
newspaper said.

At some point, one of the gunmen looked away
from the clerk, who then pulled his own concealed
handgun and opened fire. The two thugs fled, but the
fatally-wounded Miller staggered out to the sidewalk
and dropped to the cement. His accomplices fled, but
police started looking. It took them a while, but
finally, they rounded up the three suspects, who were
charged with first-degree robbery, possession of a
deadly weapon during a felony, and conspiracy.

And what was the take? Cops found $300 on
Miller. The New GUN WEEK, February 15, 2010

Judge Denies Sheriff's Motion To Dismiss
California CCW Suit

by Jerold E. Levine, Esq.

An important interim decision in a Second
Amendment case has been issued by the US District
Court for the Southern District of California. The case
is Edward Peruta v. William Gore and County of San
Diego, in which the plaintiff is challenging the
California concealed carry handgun licensing statute
and its application by local officials. Chief Judge Irma
E. Gonzalez' decision has denied the defendant
sheriff's motion to dismiss the case.

Peruta is a part-time resident of San Diego, living
there for several months each year, and keeping his
permanent mailing address there. He is the founder
and sole operator of American News and Information
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Services Inc., which, according to court papers,
gathers and provides raw, breaking news video,
photographs, and news tips to various mainstream
media outlets. He claims that his work requires him to
travel widely in his motor home to high crime areas
and remote rural areas while possessing large sums of
cash, valuables and equipment.

Peruta applied to San Diego County Sheriff
William Gore for a California concealed carry license.
License applicants must show "good cause" for
issuance, as well as state residency. As in many other
jurisdictions, California licensing officials have
"unfettered" discretion in determining if an applicant
meets the good cause standard.

Peruta was denied a license on grounds that he
lacked good cause and that he was not a resident. His
attorney, Paul H. Neuharth Jr. of San Diego, then filed
a federal complaint against the defendants alleging
that: (1) the California statutory "good cause" standard
violates the Second and Fourteenth

Amendments to the US Constitution; (2) the
application of the good cause and residency standards
by the sheriff also violated the Fourteenth Amendment
"Equal Protection" clause, and (3) that the residency
requirement violates the constitutional "right to
travel."

Neuharth argues that the US Supreme Court's 2008
ruling in District of Columbia v. Heller, which found
that the right to keep and bear arms includes "the
individual right to possess and carry weapons in case
of confrontation," is violated by requiring good cause
and residency to obtain a carry license.

Essentially, it is asserted that neither cause nor
residency need be demonstrated for the exercise of a
constitutional right. Further, Neuharth suggests that
the manner in which the sheriff applies the good cause
standard also is unequal and unconstitutional, because
some applicants are permitted to carry while others are
not. Additionally, it is being argued that, since the
residency requirement is used to discriminate against
residents who travel outside San Diego, it violates the
right to travel.

The defendant counters that the Heller decision did
not invalidate all gun control statutes, and that Heller
even implied that many local laws likely are
constitutional. The defendant also asserts that his
application of the California statute is not unequal, as
all similarly situated applicants are treated the same.

Finally, the defendant opposes the plaintiff's right to
travel claim by suggesting that the law does not stop
Peruta from traveling, nor is the law intended or used
to deter travel.

The court's decision affects only the motion to
dismiss—it does not decide the case ultimately—but
some of the court's reasoning is illuminating.

Regarding dismissal of the Second Amendment
claims, Judge Gonzalez said, "...[T]he Court rejects
Defendant's contention that the Supreme Court in
Heller held that prohibitions on carrying of concealed
weapons are presumptively constitutional. ...The
Supreme Court...expressly stated that it was leaving
the determination of the scope of `permissible' Second
Amendment restrictions for a later time.

[E]xamination of the cases and authorities relied
upon by the Supreme Court suggests that it did not
intend to make all concealed weapon bans pre-
sumptively constitutional. ...Both Chandler and Nunn,
the two cases relied upon by the Supreme Court,
concerned prohibitions on carrying of concealed
weapons where the affected individuals had alternate
ways to exercise their Second Amendment rights—by
openly carrying those weapons. ...The applicability of
these cases is questionable where, as here, the State
expressly prohibits individuals such as Plaintiff from
openly carrying a loaded firearm in public places.
...[T]he Court is convinced that the Heller decision
cannot stand for the broad proposition that all
concealed weapon bans are presumptively constitu-
tional."

The court also explained that, since it must treat the
plaintiff's allegations of infringement as true for
purposes of a motion to dismiss, and since the court
would have to apply an intermediate level of scrutiny
to the plaintiff's claims—a standard which requires the
defendant to show a sufficient enough reason to justify
the infringement of a constitutional right—the
defendant should have articulated what sufficient
reason for infringement might exist. But the court
noted that Sheriff Gore had not alleged any such
reason.

The court ruled likewise on the other elements of
the defendant's motion. Regarding the Equal
Protection claim, the court said that "Contrary to
Defendant's arguments, the Supreme Court in Heller
explicitly rejected `rational basis' as the applicable
standard of review for Second Amendment
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restrictions. ..As already noted...Defendant has made
very little effort to either identify an 'important
governmental interest' or show how the challenged
law is 'substantially related' to that interest. ...Thus, as
long as plaintiff can demonstrate that he is `similarly
situated' to other San Diego County residents and was
'treated differently' by Defendants, his second cause of
action for violation of the Equal Protection Clause
would survive the motion to dismiss."

And respecting the "right to travel" claim, and the
level of scrutiny applied to such claims, the court
stated, "In all cases, the analysis is informed by the
same guiding principle—the right to travel 'protects
residents of a State from being disadvantaged, or from
being treated differently, simply because of the timing
of their migration, from other similarly situated
residents.' ...[T]he Court must...determine whether
Defendant's alleged requirement of full-time residence
penalizes certain individuals, such as Plaintiff, with
respect to their right to travel...if it does, Plaintiff
`must prevail' unless Defendant can demonstrate that
the requirement is `necessary to accomplish a
compelling state interest.' ...Defendant has failed
either to identify a 'compelling state interest' or to
demonstrate that the challenged law is 'necessary' to
further that interest. Accordingly...the Court DENIES
the Motion to Dismiss in its entirety."

A positive outcome of Peruta's claims could have
statewide significance, affecting other licensing
officials in California. And the reverberations even
might be felt far beyond California, in other states
where discretionary power rules over carry
licensing—such as New York and New Jersey. This is
because the issues being raised by Peruta are so
strikingly similar to those which exist under other
discretionary licensing regimes. But for now, the court
has yet to apply the various levels of scrutiny to the
various claims raised, and to issue its final decision.

EDITOR'S NOTE: Jerold E. Levine is a New York
weapons law attorney. He can be contacted at
TheGunLawyer.net. The Peruta suit is one of several
now challenge the way some sheriffs administer
California's discretionary concealed carry licensing
law. The New GUN WEEK, February 15, 2010

Supreme Court Removes Limits On
Corporate, Labor Campaign Money

In what FoxNews called "a stunning reversal of the
nation's federal campaign finance laws," the Supreme
Court on Jan. 21 ruled 5-4 that free-speech rights
permit groups like corporations and labor unions to
directly spend on political campaigns, prompting the
White House to pledge "forceful" action to undercut
the decision.

In a written statement, President Obama said the
high court had "given a green light to a new stampede
of special interest money in our politics." He called it
a "major victory" for Wall Street, health insurance
companies and other interests which would diminish
the influence of Americans who give small donations.
Obama pledged to "work immediately" with Congress
to develop a "forceful response."

Siding with filmmakers of "Hillary: The Movie,"
who were challenged by the Federal Election
Commission on their sources of cash to pay for the
film, the court overturned a 20-year-old ruling that
banned corporate and labor money. The decision
threatens similar limits imposed by 24 states.

The justices also struck down part of the landmark
McCain-Feingold campaign finance bill that barred
union- and corporate-paid issue ads in the closing days
of election campaigns.

Justice Anthony Kennedy wrote the main opinion,
which reads in part that there is "no basis for allowing
the government to limit corporate independent
expenditures."

"There is no basis for the proposition that, in the
political speech context, the government may impose
restrictions on certain disfavored speakers," he wrote.
"The government may regulate corporate speech
through disclaimer and disclosure requirements, but it
may not suppress that speech altogether."

Dissenters included the court's liberal wing,
Justices John Paul Stevens, Ruth Bader Ginsburg,
Stephen Breyer and Sonia Sotomayor.

FoxNews said the ruling is sure to send a jolt to
political campaigns throughout the country that are
gearing up for the 2010 midterm elections. It will also
impact the 2012 presidential race and federal elections
to come.

Wisconsin Democratic Sen. Russ Feingold, one of
the authors of the McCain-Feingold bill, issued a
statement that notes the decision does not overturn the
ban on soft money donations to political parties,
which can then distribute cash to candidates.
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The case involves the film by the conservative
group Citizens United, which criticized then-
presidential candidate Hillary Rodham Clinton during
the 2008 Democratic presidential primary campaign.
Citizens United planned to air ads promoting its distri-
bution through cable television video-ondemand
services.

The US Chamber of Commerce, AFL-CIO,
National Rifle Association and other groups sided
with Citizens United in calling for a loosening of
restrictions, while many groups like Common Cause
and Public Citizen called the ruling a blow to
democracy.

Chris W. Cox, NRA-ILA chief lobbyist, said, "This
decision today returns sanity to our political system.
The First Amendment does not allow Congress to
make laws denying Americans the right to speak out
on issues, the right to assemble or organize on public
policy issues, or the right to petition our government
for redress of grievances." The New GUN WEEK, February
15, 2010

CA County Board Reverses Expulsion Of
Student Hunter

The Glenn County, CA, Board of Education on Jan.
22 reversed the decision of the Willows Unified
School District and Principal Mort Geivett to expel
Gary Tudesko, a 17-year-old high school senior from
Willows High School.

Tudesko was represented by National Rifle
Association/California Rifle and Pistol Association
Foundation attorneys Chuck Michel and Hillary J.
Green of the Long Beach-based law firm Michel &
Associates, P.C.

"This is a victory for law-abiding young
Americans, over nonsensical, irrational and
unreasonable policies," said Chris W. Cox, executive
director of NRA-ILA. "Mr. Tudesko broke no laws
and we are pleased that the Board of Education has
cleared his name and allowed him to complete his
education at Willow High School."

In October 2009, Tudesko went duck hunting
before school. Not wanting to be late for classes and
knowing the school's zero-tolerance policy for
firearms on campus, he parked his locked truck
containing his hunting firearms off campus. While it
was determined Tudesko broke no laws, he was
expelled from Willows High School after authorities

discovered he had stored the gun in his truck. The New
GUN WEEK, February 15, 2010

Chicago Weights Scrapping Police
Entrance Test

The Chicago Police Department is seriously
considering scrapping the police entrance exam to
bolster minority hiring, save millions on test prepa-
ration and avert costly legal battles that have dogged
the exam process for decades, City Hall sources said
on Jan. 5, according to the Chicago Sun-Times and
other news sources.

If the process is opened to everyone who applies
and meets education and residency requirements,
Chicago would be virtually alone among major cities.
Most cities have police entrance exams—and for good
reason, experts say.

"A background check and a psych (exam) alone
will not eliminate some people who should not be
there," said Brad Woods, who ran the Personnel
Division under former Chicago Police superintendents
Phil Cline and Terry Hillard.

Calling an application-only process a "step
backward" and the "wrong way to go," Woods said,
"When you lower your quality, you will get poor
police service and more complaints. . . . Whenever
you make it easier to be the police, you're doing the
citizens and the Police Department a disservice."

Human Resources Department spokeswoman
Connie Buscemi acknowledged on Jan. 5 that the
Daley administration has been exploring its options
since last fall, when a "request for proposals" for
companies interested in preparing an online exam was
canceled.

Some sources confirmed that the exam could be
scrapped "to open up the process to as many people as
possible." A final decision could be made later this
week.

Chicago Fraternal Order of Police President Mark
Donahue said the idea "sounds too stupid to be true."
The New GUN WEEK, February 15, 2010

ANJRPC Files Suit Challenging State's
Gun Rationing Law

The Association of New Jersey Rifle & Pistol
Clubs (ANJRPC) has filed a lawsuit in the US District
Court of New Jersey seeking nullification of the
recently enacted one-gun-a-month gun rationing law.
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ANJRPC's federal lawsuit is in response to the
false vow made by New Jersey's lawmakers' promise
of new measure.

The Firearms Task Force, which was created by
former Gov. Jon Corzine (D), promised that the one-
gun-a-month reform bill would give immunity to the
true gun collectors and competitors, as they were not
the target of the law's scope.

The enactment of the one-gun-a-month reform law
on Jan. 7 not only failed to alleviate the handgun
rationing law, but further inhibited law-abiding
citizens by making them jump through additional
hoops in order to purchase more than one handgun per
month. The New GUN WEEK, February 15, 2010

NY Grand Jury Clears Woman In Fatal
Shooting

From the "America Fights Back" file comes the
report from Schroeppel, NY, that Deanna Candee, a
resident of Oswego County, was cleared of any
wrongdoing in the shooting death of a man who broke
into her home in October and attacked her.

According to the Associated Press and the Syracuse
Post-Standard, Candee had returned home from a
shopping trip on the evening of Oct. 17 when she
discovered that Timothy Hartigan, a man with a
history of mental illness, had ransacked her home and
was still inside. Published reports said Hartigan at-
tacked Candee and grappled with her before Candee's
son intervened and managed to pull Hartigan off.

At that point, Candee managed to retrieve a
revolver and fatally shot her attacker.

The case was referred to a grand jury, which found
that Candee had acted within the parameters of the
state's self-defense statute. The New GUN WEEK, February
15, 2010

When Conjecture Becomes News: How
TN Media Pursues Agenda

by Joseph P. Tartaro, Executive Editor

The fight over a recent Tennessee law allowing
licensed gunowners to carry for defense in saloons and
restaurants that serve liquor, provided the gunowners
do not consume alcoholic beverages, appears far from
over—at least in the newsrooms of major Tennessee
newspapers.

The newspapers in Nashville, Memphis,
Chattanooga and other cities had opposed the measure

when it was first introduced in the Volunteer State's
legislature. They editorialized against the wisdom of
such a measure and their news pages were loaded with
stories suggesting that the majority of the public
opposed the bill.

Their theme then was that allowing people who had
been previously scrutinized and carefully licensed by
the authorities to carry concealed firearms on their
persons while in restaurants where liquor was
available was dangerous and a threat to public safety
In spite of media opposition, the bill advanced and
was passed with overwhelming bipartisan support by
legislators who are traditionally scrupulous of their
own concerns for public safety.

When the governor vetoed the bill, the media was
delighted. However, when the legislature overrode the
veto—by an even bigger margin of victory than its
original passage—the editorials literally snarled over
what they considered an affront to editorial board
wisdom.

Even though the bill allowed restaurants to post
their private property to prevent carry on their
premises, the media and other anti-gunners continued
to pursue and shape safety concerns.

A court challenge was filed even though the state's
attorney general found no flaws in the law. And, as a
result of a ruling by Davidson County Chancellor
Claudia Bonnyman faulting the law over "vagueness"
the law has been mothballed.

But the chancellor's ruling did not end the debate.
On Jan. 27, state Sen. Doug Jackson (D-Dickson),
who cosponsored the bill that passed last year, has
filed new legislation that he says will address
Bonnyman's concerns about the law's "vagueness."

The media obviously knew that the debate over the
bill was not over week's earlier when they found a
new way to pursue their agenda of preventing legal
carry by licensees, which is not surprising because
they opposed the state's right-to-carry when it was
passed about 12 years ago.

The anti-gun media's new approach is that carrying
in restaurants discouraged tourism, a major industry in
a state with Nashville, Pigeon Forge, Gatlinburg,
Memphis and other major attractions.

The new anti-gun theme: Tennessee tourism
executives blame guns-in-bar law for loss of revenue.

The state's restaurant and bar owners have made no
secret of their opposition to the state's guns-in-bars
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law, saying the prospect of armed patrons, or a sign
keeping guns out of an establishment, is bad for
business.

Now, according to the Nashville Tennessean, the
leaders of the Nashville and Memphis Convention and
Visitors Bureaus are saying the law has hurt local
tourism efforts, claiming that other cities are using the
guns-in-bars measure to lure visitors away from
Tennessee.

"It's probably the single biggest issue people write
and talk about when they're considering coming here,"
said Butch Spyridon, CEO of the Nashville Conven-
tion & Visitors Bureau, according to The Tennessean.

"We had international press, and we have gotten
letters from visitors who literally have canceled plans
to visit," he said, according to the newspaper.

What's more, Sypridon said competing cities have
used the new guns law against Nashville in trying to
attract conventions.

"As the economy (took a turn) other cities and
hotels used a lot of different tactics, negative sales
tactics," Spyridon said. "Without question some cities,
some hotels, will utilize whatever tactics are at their
disposal."

The Tennessean reported that Kevin Kane,
president of the Memphis visitors bureau, said it had
experienced a similar response.

"Other cities have used it as ammunition against
the state of Tennessee, namely Memphis and
Nashville, talking about how unsafe it is," Kane said.

The newspaper reported that Spyridon and Kane
declined to point to specific examples, and convention
bureaus from other cities, including rivals areas such
as Portland, OR, and Indianapolis, IN, refused to
comment about the state's guns-in-bars law.

There may be a reason why there has been no
specific examples of evidence to support the claims of
the anti-gun crowd.

In a phone conversation with Sen. Jackson, who
was familiar with the claims being made by the
newspaper, he told Gun Week that repeated requests
for hard evidence that the law had discouraged
tourism had failed to reveal any.

Perhaps the tourism loss angle is just the latest
stratagem for those who oppose carry-in-bars as well
as right-to carry laws in general. Certainly a lack of
actual hard evidence suggests that the whole issue
may be one of conjecture.

Jackson pointed out for Gun Week that Tennessee
is a border state, surrounded by nine states, all of
which have right to carry laws. All but two of those
states allow licensed gunowners to carry in restaurants
and other establishments that serve alcohol.

"All of them have had such a law a lot longer than
Tennessee," said Jackson, "and so far none of them
has reported any special problems caused by the law—
either crime or business loss."

The senator went on to suggest that the only people
who would be looking for, or even aware of signs,
posting against carry in an establishment would be the
law-abiding gunowners who would not want to break
any law.

Jackson also cited Florida's right to carry laws
which have been in force fol over 20 years as yet
further proof that licensing for concealed carry poses
no danger to the law-abiding public. Further, he noted,
a state like New York, where licensing is more
difficult and discretionary, has allowed licensees to
carry in saloons, bars and restaurants for almost 100
years with no record of problems.

"Members of the legislature are just as concerned
about public safety as any newspaper," Jackson noted.
"We take our responsibilities very seriously.

"But we are going to debate and pass the revised
bill this year," he predicted.

As part of its reliance on conjecture to support its
agenda, The Tennessean reported that Preston Lam of
Memphis based River City Management said that the
sign-posting option doesn't sit well with the tourism
industry, either. River City Management owns several
establishments on Beale Street in Memphis, where
visitors must pass through a security checkpoint and a
wand-search for firearms.

"You're kind of damned if you do, damned if you
don't. You put the sign on the door, but somebody
coming in says, ‘Gosh, is it dangerous around here?’

"You want to prevent the gun from coming in, but
that also has a negative message that you send to a
patron who is innocently walking up and down the
street.

The newspaper claimed that a poll of registered
voters commissioned by the state's tourism industry
last year showed broad opposition to allowing guns in
places where alcohol is served.

The law has been put on hold after Nashville judge
ruled in November that it is unconstitutionally vague.
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But the battle between pro-self defense legislators and
anti-gun newspapers appears far from over.

Nashville Rep. Gary Odom, leader o the House
Democratic Caucus, said he wants state tourism
leaders to describe the impact it has had on the
industry for state lawmakers, according to The
Tennessean.

Jackson and others would like to hem that
testimony and review any evidence

Odom supported the measure last year but now
believes that one aspect overlooked by the legislature
was how it might impact tourism.

Meanwhile, the state attorney general has filed a
notice to appeal Bonnyman's ruling. The New GUN
WEEK, February 15, 2010

***************************************************

CCRKBA --NEWS RELEASE

02-12-10 Oakland, California is proposing more
anti-gun ordinances. They will vote on their new
anti-gun Effort this coming Tuesday, February 16.
It is imperative that we mount a full-scale
opposition to their effort.

PLEASE ATTEND THE FEBRUARY 16 OAKLAND CITY
COUNCIL MEETING TO VOICE YOUR OPPOSITION!

When: Tuesday, February 16, at 06:00 p.m.
Where: Third Floor
Oakland City Hall
1 Frank H. Ogawa Plaza,
Oakland, CA 94612

Wear business clothing. Coats and ties are encouraged.

The Ordinances: These new laws would (1) implement the
draconian AB 962 ammunition sales restrictions immediately
instead of waiting for the state law to take effect next year; (2)
add ALL
ammunition, including rifle and shotgun ammunition, to the
restrictions; (3) require that all ammunition sellers obtain an FFL,
(4) require that all lost or stolen firearms be reported within 48
hours; and (5) require the Chief of Police to send a letter to all
handgun purchasers outlining their "obligations" as owners of
nasty guns.

Background: The "Legal Community Against Violence"
(LCAV), a San Francisco-based violently anti-gun group of
lawyers, came up with another pre-packaged anti-gun legislative
program. They shopped it to around 190 Bay Area municipalities.

Oakland's city government is not prone to being reasonable.
The BIG Danger: LCAV started their targeted anti-gun

onslaught in the late 1990s when they helped create the so-called
East Bay Public Safety Corridor Partnership. With LCAV's help,

the "Partnership" was instrumental in passing anti-gun laws in
most of Alameda and Contra Costa County towns.

If these laws pass in Oakland, THEY WILL MIGRATE TO
YOUR TOWN!

An Oakland victory will embolden LCAV to push their
agenda all over the greater Bay Area and up to the state level!

WE MUST STOP THEM NOW!

CCRKBA URGES WA GUN OWNERS TO OPPOSE GUN
BAN LEGISLATION; HEARING TUESDAY JAN. 26

01-22-10 BELLEVUE, WA Evergreen State gun owners are
urged to contact their state senator, and if possible, plan to attend
a hearing on Senate Bill 6396, the proposed ban on so-called
assault weapons sponsored by Senators Adam Kline and Jeanne
Kohl-Welles.

The public hearing is scheduled Tuesday, Jan. 26 at 10 a.m.
in Hearing Room 1 of the John A. Cherberg Senate Office
building, the Citizens Committee for the Right to Keep and Bear
Arms learned Thursday.

This is an unnecessary, and frankly useless, proposal that is
aimed at the wrong people, and will accomplish nothing to reduce
crime or prevent tragedies such as the murder of four Lakewood
police officers last November, said CCRKBA Legislative
Director Joe Waldron. It is important for all Washington State
gun owners to contact their state senator on this issue.

Waldron noted that the Legislative Hotline number is 1-800-
562-6000.

Messages to state senators should be brief, polite and on
point, Waldron added. Gun owners should remind members of
the Senate that none of the six police officers fatally shot in the
line of duty last year were killed with a so-called assault weapon.

Worse, still, he continued, are provisions that would allow
warrantless searches of a citizens home to determine whether
their semiautomatic sport-utility rifles are being properly stored.
While there are no registration requirements in this bill, one is
left to wonder how sheriffs deputies would know which homes to
visit without some roster of gun owners.

This is an insidious proposal, Waldron concluded,
that smacks of first-step theatrics. The ultimate goal of
the bills sponsors is to register, and eventually
eliminate, ownership of sport-utility rifles. Gun
owners should stop this now.

***************************************************

Gun Owners of America NEWS
RELEASES:
Gun Owners of America E-Mail Alerts
8001 Forbes Place, Suite 102, Springfield, VA 22151
Phone: 703-321-8585 / FAX: 703-321-8408
http://www.gunowners.org/ordergoamem.htm

Put a Stake Through the Heart of the Anti-
gun ObamaCare Bill!
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Thursday, February 4, 2010 -- What a difference a day
makes! Before the January 19th election of Republican Scott
Brown as United States Senator from Massachusetts, we were
being told that ObamaCare would be crammed down our throats
whether we liked it or not and that any effort to defeat this
monstrosity was hopeless.

After Brown's election in socialistic Massachusetts sent shock
waves through the liberal Democratic establishment, too many
pro-gunners had assumed that we had won -- and that we could
just stop fighting and go home.

But a football team doesn't leave the field and go home at half
time, even if it has a healthy lead.

And Nancy Pelosi hasn't given up her efforts to socialize
America's health care system and bring your private medical
matters under strict government control. Fox News is reporting
today that congressional leaders are working on a compromise.

Pelosi herself has said that, if the "gate" to ObamaCare is
locked, she will climb over the fence -- or pole-vault over the
wall -- or parachute to a liberal socialist victory.

Pelosi's only viable strategy is to get a reluctant House to pass
the Senate's bribe-laden, Medicare-cutting, gun-banning bill --
but do so in conjunction with a "fix-it" bill which would pass the
House at the same time under quickie "reconciliation"
procedures.

We still have plenty of parliamentary tricks up our sleeves to
try to block this. But the easiest way to bury ObamaCare once
and for all is to get just one House member to switch his vote --
from supporting ObamaCare last fall to opposing it now.

The President's spokesman, Robert Gibbs, is boasting that
they are one vote away from passing it in the House. So if we
can switch one vote, we can take the "undead" ObamaCare bill
and drive a stake through its heart, cut its head off at a midnight
crossroads, shoot it with a silver bullet, put garlic around its neck,
and bury it in a lead casket with a crucifix on the top. And, given
the damage which ObamaCare would do to America, this is
hardly too much overkill.

ACTION: So, we are asking you to write your congressman
again. Tell him you want a commitment to oppose the corrupt
bribe-laden Senate ObamaCare bill -- and to oppose any effort to
fix it up.

You can use the Gun Owners Legislative Action Center at
http://www.gunowners.org/activism.htm to send a pre-written
message to your Representative.

----- Pre-written letter -----
Dear Representative:

Nancy Pelosi hasn't given up her efforts to socialize America's
health care system and bring me and private medical matters
under strict government control. She has said that, if the gate to
ObamaCare is locked, she will climb over the fence -- or pole-
vault over the wall -- or parachute to a liberal socialist victory.

Pelosi's only viable strategy is to get the House to pass the
Senate's bribe-laden, Medicare-cutting, gun-banning bill -- but do
so in conjunction with a "'"fix-it" bill which would pass the
House at the same time.

The Senate would then kill the "fix-it" bill under the arcane
"Byrd rule" -- but gullible House members would claim that
wasn't their fault.

It is time to bury ObamaCare once and for all. This legislation
will allow the ATF to troll a health/gun database in order to take
away firearms from tens of millions of Americans. Not only that,
the federal bill is jam-packed with billions of dollars of bribes
paid to buy the votes of unscrupulous senators and will impose a
host of new taxes on me and my family.

So please make the following commitments:
* To vote against the bribe-laden, gun banning Senate
ObamaCare bill under any circumstances; and,
* To publicly declare that the corrupt monstrosity is too

sleazy to be cleaned up by any fix-it bill.
If you believe the American people are angry now, wait until

Nancy Pelosi shoves this down our throats.
Please take this abomination off the table now -- once and for

all. And, please let me hear from you that you will not vote for
ObamaCare.

Sincerely,

David Olofson Still Needs Your Help -- David Olofson
continues to rot in jail because his AR-15 malfunctioned and the
government pulled the wool over the jury's eyes to get a
conviction. David's wife and three children have had to struggle
on without him. GOA members have generously pitched in with
monthly or one-time contributions to enable GOA to make the
Olofson's car and mortgage payments. The economy is rough
and some regular supporters have had to cut off their
contributions. If you could step up to the plate with $10 or $20 a
month, or make a one-time contribution to the Olofson Relief
Fund, please go to: http://gunowners.org/olofson.htm

***************************************************

NSSF Bullet Points
02-08-10

 STARBUCKS REJECTS ANTI-GUN GROUP'S
REQUEST . . . Starbucks has rejected a request from
the Brady Campaign to prohibit gun owners from
carrying firearms in the company's California stores. In
a response to the anti-gun group's request, the
company said, "Starbucks does not have a corporate
policy regarding customers and weapons; we defer to
federal, state and local laws and regulations regarding
this issue." Read more from the Contra Costa Times
and the D.C. Gun Rights Examiner.

 THREE ACCURATE STORIES ABOUT
MODERN SPORTING RIFLES . . . Writers Mark
Taylor of the Roanoke Times in Virginia, John Weiss
of the Post-Bulletin in Rochester, Minn., and Colin
Moore of ESPNOutdoors.com each filed stories
recently that accurately discuss AR-style modern
sporting rifles. NSSF, which has launched a campaign
to correct confusion about these rifles, appreciates
their professional reporting and invites you to read
their pieces.

02-01-10
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 HEAVY TURNOUT IN OPPOSITION TO
WASHINGTON 'ASSAULT WEAPONS' BILL . . .
More than 300 gun owners descended on the John A.
Cherberg Building in Olympia, Wash., last week for a
hearing on legislation to ban so-called "assault
weapons." Dave Workman of the Seattle Gun Rights
Examiner provides a look at the hearing.

 HSUS LAUNCHES CALIFORNIA ANIMAL
PROTECTION CAUCUS . . . The Humane Society
of the United States has announced the formation of a
caucus in the California legislature called the "Animal
Protection Caucus," which, among other issues, would
presumably embrace an anti-hunting animal rights
agenda. The caucus will be officially launched this
month at the state capitol with HSUS CEO Wayne
Pacelle. Read more from the U.S. Sportsmen's
Alliance.

 TENN. SENATE APPROVES AMENDMENT
PROTECTING HUNTING RIGHTS . . . State
constitutional protection of Tennesseans' right to hunt
and fish passed unanimously in the Senate Thursday
and is on track to go to voters this fall, The
Chattanoogan reports.

 NSSF LAUNCHES RADIO SHOW . . . Each week,
listeners are invited to learn about the history,
excitement and value of hunting and the shooting
sports on a new radio show called "Insights,"
sponsored by the National Shooting Sports Foundation
and produced by the Walker Agency. "We are excited
about the possibilities this new radio program offers
NSSF, our industry and our sports," said Mark E.
Thomas, NSSF managing director, marketing
communications. "'Insights' will help NSSF reach a
new audience of hunters and shooters, and will inspire
potential participants who are listening to try our
sports." The show increases NSSF's presence on radio
and complements its existing efforts on cable
television and in Web-based and traditional media to
support NSSF's members and grow the shooting
sports. Scheduled to launch March 1, the program will
be offered to radio stations on a barter basis. For those
who can't receive the program via radio, the shows
will also be available for download at nssf.org/insights
and available as podcasts on iTunes.

 'ARs MOVING FROM BLACK INTO CAMO' . . .
In a column Friday in The Roanoke Times, outdoor
writer Mark Taylor writes about how some
manufacturers are producing modern sporting rifles
designed specifically for hunting.

 IN INDIA, GUN OWNERS MOBILIZE 'U.S.-
STYLE' FOR RIGHT TO BEAR ARMS . . . Gun
owners in India are "coming out of the shadows for the
first time to mobilize, U.S.-style, against proposed new
curbs on bearing arms," the Washington Post reports.
The recently formed National Association for Gun
Rights India is lobbying against new gun controls that
the government has proposed.

 DEALER INSURANCE FOR ATF
ENFORCEMENT PROCEEDINGS AVAILABLE
. . . Joseph Chiarello & Co. Inc. announced that the
Firearms Business Insurance General Liability Policy
it offers now provides additional insurance coverage
that would provide insured retailers, firearms
wholesalers and gunsmiths with legal or other
representation in the event of a licensing enforcement
action by ATF or state licensing authority (e.g.,
warning conference, revocation hearing or judicial
review).

01-25-10
 NRA TO ARGUE SECOND AMENDMENT

CASE . . . The U.S. Supreme Court today granted the
National Rifle Association's motion to participate in
oral argument in McDonald v. City of Chicago,
scheduled for March 2. Former U.S. Solicitor General
Paul D. Clement will argue on behalf of the NRA and
divide time with counsel representing McDonald, Alan
Gura. The NRA's brief stresses a more conventional
constitutional grounds for applying the Second
Amendment to the states (called the "Selective
Incorporation Doctrine") than the McDonald brief,
which asks the court to overrule a Supreme Court case
dating back to the 1800s.

 WASHINGTON 'ASSAULT WEAPONS' BAN
LIKELY TO FAIL . . . A bill introduced in
Washington State to ban so-called "assault weapons"
is likely to fail, the Associated Press reports. The bill
is unlikely to make it out of the Senate Judiciary
Committee, which has three Republicans and five
Democrats. One Democrat, Sen. Jim Hargrove, says
he will vote no. A hearing on the bill is scheduled for
Tuesday. Contact members of the committee and urge
them to oppose Senate Bill 6396.

 MONTANA SAYS TRADITIONAL AMMO NOT
AT RISK. SO, WHY THE BAN? . . . The Montana
Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks (FWP) has
admitted that its proposed ban on traditional shot in
the state's 72 state-owned wildlife management areas
is nothing more than a "trial balloon" to see how
sportsmen in the state will react. The FWP proposal
has drawn the ire of many groups, including the
National Shooting Sports Foundation (NSSF). Read
NSSF's press release.

 'GUN DAY' SLATED FOR WEDNESDAY IN
MASSACHUSETTS COMMITTEE . . . Numerous
anti-gun bills will be heard on Wednesday, Jan. 27, in
the Massachusetts Joint Committee on Public Safety
and Homeland Security. NSSF and the Gun Owner's
Action League are encouraging all sportsmen, gun
owners and firearms enthusiasts to contact members of
the committee immediately, urging them to oppose
these anti-gun bills. The roster of bills is highlighted
by H.2247 an act to improve the ballistic database
through microstamping ammunition. Along with the
anti-gun bills, the committee will also hear testimony
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on GOAL's Civil Rights and Public Safety Bill
H.2259, which seeks to reform many of the
unconstitutional gun laws in the state.

 POLL SHOWS ARKANSANS SUPPORT
AMENDMENT ASSURING RIGHT TO HUNT
AND FISH . . . The Arkansas News Bureau reports
that a poll commissioned by that bureau and Stephens
Media indicated that 54 percent of Arkansans want
constitutional protection for their right to hunt and
fish. Such a proposed amendment to the state
constitution will be put before Arkansas voters. Of the
sampling of registered voters who participated in the
poll, 20 percent said they opposed the measure and 26
percent said they were undecided.

 VIRGINIA CONFIRMS FIRST CHRONIC
WASTING DISEASE IN A DEER . . . Virginia's
first case of Chronic Wasting Disease had been
confirmed. The infected white-tailed deer was shot in
November in Frederick County, less than a mile from
the West Virginia state line. West Virginia is a state
where CWD had previously been identified. A
Virginia Pilot newspaper account details the Virginia
incident while describing CWD as a "slow,
progressive neurological disease found in deer, elk and
moose."

 OHIO REGION REPORTS 500% INCREASE IN
CONCEALED-CARRY PERMITS . . . In Auglaize
County, Ohio, concealed-carry licenses jumped 500
percent in 2009, the Lima News reports. The county
issued 464 new licenses in 2009, compared to 93 the
previous year. That county is not alone. Nearby
Putnam County issued 139 new licenses compared to
31 in 2008, an increase of 448 percent.

01-11-10
 NRA FILES MOTION TO APPEAR BEFORE

SUPREME COURT . . . The National Rifle
Association has filed a motion with the Supreme Court
to allow its lawyer, former U.S Solicitor General Paul
Clement, to take part in the McDonald, et. al., v.
Chicago (08-1521) oral argument on March 2. The
case will test whether the Second Amendment restricts
the power of state and local governments to pass gun-
control laws. NRA is seeking 10 minutes of time in
which it will stress an alternative constitutional
argument. The request is being opposed by the lead
parties in the case. The court will consider the NRA
request at its private conference on Jan. 15.

 GUNSITE OWNER BUZ MILLS TO RUN FOR
ARIZONA GOVERNOR . . . Gunsite Academy
owner and NRA board member Owen "Buz" Mills
made his run for Arizona governor official last week,
filing a report with the Secretary of State's
Office.

 DECEMBER BACKGROUND CHECKS
ON FIREARM SALES . . . Data released by the
FBI's National Instant Criminal Background Check
System (NICS) reported 1,407,155 checks in

December 2009, ranking the month in the top five for
most NICS checks of all time. This figure, while being
a 7.6 percent decrease from the 1,523,426 checks
conducted in December 2008 -- the beginning stage of
an ongoing surge in firearms and ammunition sales --
is an increase of 14.4 percent over checks in
December 2007. Year-to-date background checks for
2009 total 14,033,824, an increase of 10.4 percent
over the same time period last year. The total number
of background checks reported since the beginning of
NICS is 110,017,832.

 FINDINGS ON HUNTERS AND HANDGUNS . . .
Recent survey results from HunterSurvey.com show a
few notable findings about hunters and handguns. For
one, of hunters that have used a handgun as their
primary method for taking game, 68.2 percent pursued
deer. The survey also found that 36.4 percent of
hunters have carried a handgun while hunting with a
long gun. Their primary reasons for carrying a
handgun while hunting with a long gun include general
security, to dispatch wounded game without having to
use long gun and protection from predators.

 02-08-10
 STARBUCKS REJECTS ANTI-GUN GROUP'S

REQUEST . . . Starbucks has rejected a request from
the Brady Campaign to prohibit gun owners from
carrying firearms in the company's California stores. In
a response to the anti-gun group's request, the
company said, "Starbucks does not have a corporate
policy regarding customers and weapons; we defer to
federal, state and local laws and regulations regarding
this issue." Read more from the Contra Costa Times
and the D.C. Gun Rights Examiner.

 THREE ACCURATE STORIES ABOUT
MODERN SPORTING RIFLES . . . Writers Mark
Taylor of the Roanoke Times in Virginia, John Weiss
of the Post-Bulletin in Rochester, Minn., and Colin
Moore of ESPNOutdoors.com each filed stories
recently that accurately discuss AR-style modern
sporting rifles. NSSF, which has launched a campaign
to correct confusion about these rifles, appreciates
their professional reporting and invites you to read
their pieces.

02-01-10
 HEAVY TURNOUT IN OPPOSITION TO

WASHINGTON 'ASSAULT WEAPONS' BILL . . .
More than 300 gun owners descended on the John A.
Cherberg Building in Olympia, Wash., last week for a
hearing on legislation to ban so-called "assault
weapons." Dave Workman of the Seattle Gun Rights
Examiner provides a look at the hearing.

 HSUS LAUNCHES CALIFORNIA ANIMAL
PROTECTION CAUCUS . . . The Humane Society
of the United States has announced the formation of a
caucus in the California legislature called the "Animal
Protection Caucus," which, among other issues, would
presumably embrace an anti-hunting animal rights
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agenda. The caucus will be officially launched this
month at the state capitol with HSUS CEO Wayne
Pacelle. Read more from the U.S. Sportsmen's
Alliance.

 TENN. SENATE APPROVES AMENDMENT
PROTECTING HUNTING RIGHTS . . . State
constitutional protection of Tennesseans' right to hunt
and fish passed unanimously in the Senate Thursday
and is on track to go to voters this fall, The
Chattanoogan reports.

 NSSF LAUNCHES RADIO SHOW . . . Each week,
listeners are invited to learn about the history,
excitement and value of hunting and the shooting
sports on a new radio show called "Insights,"
sponsored by the National Shooting Sports Foundation
and produced by the Walker Agency. "We are excited
about the possibilities this new radio program offers
NSSF, our industry and our sports," said Mark E.
Thomas, NSSF managing director, marketing
communications. "'Insights' will help NSSF reach a
new audience of hunters and shooters, and will inspire
potential participants who are listening to try our
sports." The show increases NSSF's presence on radio
and complements its existing efforts on cable
television and in Web-based and traditional media to
support NSSF's members and grow the shooting
sports. Scheduled to launch March 1, the program will
be offered to radio stations on a barter basis. For those
who can't receive the program via radio, the shows
will also be available for download at nssf.org/insights
and available as podcasts on iTunes.

 'ARs MOVING FROM BLACK INTO CAMO' . . .
In a column Friday in The Roanoke Times, outdoor
writer Mark Taylor writes about how some
manufacturers are producing modern sporting rifles
designed specifically for hunting.

 IN INDIA, GUN OWNERS MOBILIZE 'U.S.-
STYLE' FOR RIGHT TO BEAR ARMS . . . Gun
owners in India are "coming out of the shadows for the
first time to mobilize, U.S.-style, against proposed new
curbs on bearing arms," the Washington Post reports.
The recently formed National Association for Gun
Rights India is lobbying against new gun controls that
the government has proposed.

 DEALER INSURANCE FOR ATF
ENFORCEMENT PROCEEDINGS AVAILABLE
. . . Joseph Chiarello & Co. Inc. announced that the
Firearms Business Insurance General Liability Policy
it offers now provides additional insurance coverage
that would provide insured retailers, firearms
wholesalers and gunsmiths with legal or other
representation in the event of a licensing enforcement
action by ATF or state licensing authority (e.g.,
warning conference, revocation hearing or judicial
review).

01-25-10

 NRA TO ARGUE SECOND AMENDMENT
CASE . . . The U.S. Supreme Court today granted the
National Rifle Association's motion to participate in
oral argument in McDonald v. City of Chicago,
scheduled for March 2. Former U.S. Solicitor General
Paul D. Clement will argue on behalf of the NRA and
divide time with counsel representing McDonald, Alan
Gura. The NRA's brief stresses a more conventional
constitutional grounds for applying the Second
Amendment to the states (called the "Selective
Incorporation Doctrine") than the McDonald brief,
which asks the court to overrule a Supreme Court case
dating back to the 1800s.

 WASHINGTON 'ASSAULT WEAPONS' BAN
LIKELY TO FAIL . . . A bill introduced in
Washington State to ban so-called "assault weapons"
is likely to fail, the Associated Press reports. The bill
is unlikely to make it out of the Senate Judiciary
Committee, which has three Republicans and five
Democrats. One Democrat, Sen. Jim Hargrove, says
he will vote no. A hearing on the bill is scheduled for
Tuesday. Contact members of the committee and urge
them to oppose Senate Bill 6396.

 MONTANA SAYS TRADITIONAL AMMO NOT
AT RISK. SO, WHY THE BAN? . . . The Montana
Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks (FWP) has
admitted that its proposed ban on traditional shot in
the state's 72 state-owned wildlife management areas
is nothing more than a "trial balloon" to see how
sportsmen in the state will react. The FWP proposal
has drawn the ire of many groups, including the
National Shooting Sports Foundation (NSSF). Read
NSSF's press release.

 'GUN DAY' SLATED FOR WEDNESDAY IN
MASSACHUSETTS COMMITTEE . . . Numerous
anti-gun bills will be heard on Wednesday, Jan. 27, in
the Massachusetts Joint Committee on Public Safety
and Homeland Security. NSSF and the Gun Owner's
Action League are encouraging all sportsmen, gun
owners and firearms enthusiasts to contact members of
the committee immediately, urging them to oppose
these anti-gun bills. The roster of bills is highlighted
by H.2247 an act to improve the ballistic database
through microstamping ammunition. Along with the
anti-gun bills, the committee will also hear testimony
on GOAL's Civil Rights and Public Safety Bill
H.2259, which seeks to reform many of the
unconstitutional gun laws in the state.

 POLL SHOWS ARKANSANS SUPPORT
AMENDMENT ASSURING RIGHT TO HUNT
AND FISH . . . The Arkansas News Bureau reports
that a poll commissioned by that bureau and Stephens
Media indicated that 54 percent of Arkansans want
constitutional protection for their right to hunt and
fish. Such a proposed amendment to the state
constitution will be put before Arkansas voters. Of the
sampling of registered voters who participated in the
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poll, 20 percent said they opposed the measure and 26
percent said they were undecided.

 VIRGINIA CONFIRMS FIRST CHRONIC
WASTING DISEASE IN A DEER . . . Virginia's
first case of Chronic Wasting Disease had been
confirmed. The infected white-tailed deer was shot in
November in Frederick County, less than a mile from
the West Virginia state line. West Virginia is a state
where CWD had previously been identified. A
Virginia Pilot newspaper account details the Virginia
incident while describing CWD as a "slow,
progressive neurological disease found in deer, elk and
moose."

 OHIO REGION REPORTS 500% INCREASE IN
CONCEALED-CARRY PERMITS . . . In Auglaize
County, Ohio, concealed-carry licenses jumped 500
percent in 2009, the Lima News reports. The county
issued 464 new licenses in 2009, compared to 93 the
previous year. That county is not alone. Nearby
Putnam County issued 139 new licenses compared to
31 in 2008, an increase of 448 percent.

01-11-10
 GUNSITE OWNER BUZ MILLS TO RUN FOR

ARIZONA GOVERNOR . . . Gunsite Academy
owner and NRA board member Owen "Buz" Mills
made his run for Arizona governor official last week,
filing a report with the Secretary of State's
Office.

 DECEMBER BACKGROUND CHECKS
ON FIREARM SALES . . . Data released by the
FBI's National Instant Criminal Background Check
System (NICS) reported 1,407,155 checks in
December 2009, ranking the month in the top five for
most NICS checks of all time. This figure, while being
a 7.6 percent decrease from the 1,523,426 checks
conducted in December 2008 -- the beginning stage of
an ongoing surge in firearms and ammunition sales --
is an increase of 14.4 percent over checks in
December 2007. Year-to-date background checks for
2009 total 14,033,824, an increase of 10.4 percent
over the same time period last year. The total number
of background checks reported since the beginning of
NICS is 110,017,832.

 FINDINGS ON HUNTERS AND HANDGUNS . . .
Recent survey results from HunterSurvey.com show a
few notable findings about hunters and handguns. For
one, of hunters that have used a handgun as their
primary method for taking game, 68.2 percent pursued
deer. The survey also found that 36.4 percent of
hunters have carried a handgun while hunting with a
long gun. Their primary reasons for carrying a
handgun while hunting with a long gun include general
security, to dispatch wounded game without having to
use long gun and protection from predators.

***************************************************

USSA News Alerts:
U.S. Sportsmen's Alliance

2-11-10
Yellow Tail Wine Still Doesn’t Get It

There has been a public outcry since the U.S. Sportsmen’s
Alliance (USSA) first alerted the nation about Australian wine
maker Yellow Tail’s planned $100,000 donation to the Humane
Society of the United States (HSUS). Subsequently, Yellow Tail
has stated it still plans to make the donation to the nation’s largest
anti-hunting group despite the growing opposition of America’s
sportsmen and farmers.

Bullseye Blog: Hunting and Conservation go Together
Like Fireworks and the 4th of July
Sportsmen understand that hunting is not just a tradition that is
passed along from generation to generation, but is also the
cornerstone for wildlife conservation programs throughout the
nation. They compliment and thrive because of each other.

Illinois “Assault Weapon” Ban Will Hurt Sportsmen
A so called “assault weapon” bill in Illinois will ban numerous
commonly used hunting firearms.

2-04-10
New Jersey Proposal to Reinstate Black Bear Hunt

The New Jersey Fish and Game Council (FGC) is putting the
finishing touches on a new bear management policy that would
include black bear hunting.

Sell Stuff on eBay
Help Fight the Antis
With 2010 upon us, the U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance Foundation
(USSAF) is working to block new attacks on our outdoor
traditions and needs your help! EBay has a great feature that
gives you the chance to make a donation right to the USSAF
based on the proceeds you make from selling items on the
website. You’ll be helping defend your rights, make some money
from your item, and gain a tax write-off.

HSUS Plans Attack on Ohio Farming
The Humane Society of the United States (HSUS) plans to camp
out in Ohio for most of 2010, pushing a ballot issue that will
damage Ohio’s farming community by imposing costly,
unnecessary new regulations.

HSUS Now Using Stock Purchases as Weapon
Group Buys stock in Restaurant Chains to Modify Business
Practices
The Humane Society of the United States (HSUS) continues to
discover new ways of advancing its agenda. Recently, the HSUS
purchased stock in two major restaurant chains, Steak and Shake
and Jack in the Box. HSUS staff has made clear it intends to use
its position in the companies to shift how they do business.

1-28-10
PETA Hopes To End Use of Animals in Movies

Moviegoers have shelled out nearly $2 billion worldwide to
watch Avator, the next leap in computer generated image (CGI)
technology. For PETA, that technology represents a major
turning point in movie history- no longer using animals in films.

First Animal Rights State Caucus Formed
Recent news from California shows how animal rights supporters
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are continuing to gain influence over elected officials. Several
state legislators recently joined forces to create the first state
based “Creature Caucuses.” These groups are meant to bring
animal rights minded policymakers together in order to push
legislation pleasing to groups like the Humane Society of the
United States (HSUS) and PETA.

Illinois Tethering Bill Guarantees Problems for Dog
Owners
An anti-tethering bill in Illinois creates severe restrictions for
sporting dog owners. All sportsmen and sportswomen are needed
to help stop this misguided bill.

Proposed Missouri Amendment Would Protect Hunting
Rights
A new legislative proposal in Missouri begins the process of
amending the state constitution to make it more difficult for the
animal rights groups to attack hunting, fishing, and trapping at the
ballot box.

Bullseye Blog: Wisconsin is Latest Proof that Families
Afield is Growing Our Ranks
By Rob Sexton, Director for Government Affairs
The Families Afield initiative continues to rack up impressive
numbers that highlight just how important the program is to the
future of hunting in America today. A recent news story in
Wisconsin shows that the latest piece of Families Afield
legislation that was passed there in 2009, authorizing mentored
hunting licenses, has already yielded impressive returns, but that
is just the tip of the iceberg when it comes to the program at
large.

1-21-10
Indiana Bill Creates Hurdles for Gun Owners

Legislation mandates safety Course before purchasing Firearms
A recently introduced Indiana bill would greatly restrict the
ability of residents to purchase firearms.

New Jersey Bill Would Open Door to Resume Bear Hunt
A New Jersey bill would put bear management back into the
hands of wildlife professionals, erasing years of anti-hunting
efforts by former Governor John Corzine.

Restrictions Would Impact Hunting in Mississippi
Legislation introduced in Mississippi would create onerous
shooting distance restrictions on hunters and other sportsmen. It
could in some instances prevent sportsmen from hunting on their
own property.

PETA Woman of the Year: Ellen DeGeneres
PETA has announced that Ellen DeGeneres is its “Woman of the
Year” for 2009. The 2008 award winner was Oprah Winfrey.

1-13-10
As the PETA World Spins

If the end of 2009 is any indication, 2010 looks like it will be just
another year full of crazy “over the top antics” from PETA.

California Sportsmen Again Face Raid on Wildlife Funds
With California facing a $21 billion budget deficit, Governor
Arnold Schwarzenegger is again proposing to divert millions of
dollars in funding from hunting and fishing programs for non
game uses – a move which would likely result in significantly less
hunting and fishing opportunities for California sportsmen.

New Hampshire Bill Would End Trapping
A new bill introduced in the New Hampshire House of
Representatives is a backdoor attempt to ban the trapping and
hunting of furbearing animals.

Are Your Legislators “Humane?”
We all know that President Obama got a B minus from the
Humane Society of the United States (HSUS) but what about
Congress?

***************************************************

News links
10-02-09 L.A. Airport Police Association Wants Cops
On Planes With Guns

( Los Angeles , CA ) -- The nation's largest airport
police association wants all law enforcement officers to be
allowed to carry firearms aboard domestic airline flights.
The president of the Los Angeles Airport Peace Officers
Association, Marshall McClain, says the program being
proposed to the Obama administration is warranted in light
of the recent attempt to detonate an explosive device
aboard Northwest flight 253 on Christmas Day and recent
intelligence that suggests al-Qaeda is likely to try again
within the next six months. McClain says additional
armed, trained law enforcement personnel aboard aircraft
is a prudent measure to be taken at this time. The
proposal, already sent to the White House, asks that all law
enforcement officers, active and retired, and certified by
the Law Enforcement Officers Safety Act, be allowed to
carry firearms aboard domestic flights as an added line of
defense against terrorists.

10-02-05 Can't get a gun here? No problem: Florida
will issue permit, and local police must honor it. Phila.
authorities are irate

IMAGINE HAVING YOUR driver's license revoked in
Pennsylvania but then being able to get one in Florida -
through the mail - that must then be honored here.

Now imagine it happens with guns. Because it does.
Pennsylvania residents who are denied a license to carry

a concealed weapon, or have theirs revoked, have found a
loophole that allows them to get a license from another
state that must be honored here.

"They could be disapproved here and they could apply in
Florida and we are not notified," said Philadelphia Police
Lt. Lisa King, commander of the Gun Permit Unit. "So if
we are not giving them a permit to carry, how is Florida
allowed to override our decision?"

District Attorney Seth Williams said that the loophole
defeats local efforts to keep streets safe.

"We should not allow Florida to pierce the veil of
sovereignty of Pennsylvania," he said. "This is something
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I'm going to direct my legislation unit to look into. This is
a loophole I think it would be best to close."

Police and prosecutors are furious about the loophole,
but gun-rights advocates say that it's the Philadelphia
Police Department that has put a loophole in the process
by requiring far more of applicants seeking permits for
concealed weapons than the other counties in the state,
where permits are issued by their sheriff's departments.

"You can purchase a firearm but you can't get a permit
in Philadelphia to save your life," said Richard Oliver, a
firearms instructor in Northeast Philadelphia who teaches
safety courses for those seeking permits out of Florida and
Utah. "That's what causes people to go to other states to
get the permits."

Pennsylvania's firearms reciprocity agreements require
the state to recognize permits from 24 other states that
have permit laws as strict or stricter than its own and that
those states, in turn, recognize Pennsylvania weapons
permits.

Among the states covered, there are three - Florida, Utah
and New Hampshire - that allow out-of-state residents to
get permits even if they don't qualify or apply for permits
in their home state.

Locally, though, it's become known as the "Florida
loophole" because that's where most of the out-of-state
permits are coming from, according to police and
prosecutors.

People pass out fliers on the legal loophole and set up
tables at area gun shows to help Pennsylvania residents
complete the Florida application process, the gun permit
unit's King said.

Williams called the loophole "a sick trick of the gun
dealers in gun shows to circumvent the laws of
Pennsylvania."

Oliver, the Northeast firearms instructor and owner of
the Parapet Group, a security and law-enforcement training
company, said that he's been teaching firearms courses that
are required for Florida permits for four years.

"I used to go to the Valley Forge gun shows and I would
see them teaching these [safety] courses and I thought it
was a scam at first," he said. "But this permit is totally
legal."

King said that the Florida Department of Agriculture,
which issues the permits, is run by civilians and cannot
determine if out-of-state applicants have been previously
denied a permit in their home state.

She also said that Florida looks only at convictions, not
arrest history or one's character and reputation, as the
Philadelphia police do.

"If somebody has been arrested a dozen times and the
cases have just been dismissed or discharged, that doesn't
mean the crime didn't happen," she said.

Susan Harrell, bureau chief for the Florida Department
of Agriculture's Division of Licensing, said that all
applicants' names and fingerprints are run through the
Florida Department of Law Enforcement and then the FBI.

But CeaseFire PA executive director Joe Grace called
the loophole "outrageous" and said that the issue is one his
group will push in the upcoming governor's race, in which
Attorney General Tom Corbett is a candidate.

Grace said that the reciprocity law is not unusual, but
blamed the loophole on Corbett's translation of the law.

"Surely, the Legislature never intended for this scenario
to play out based upon an interpretation by the attorney
general," Grace said. "This, clearly, under any
interpretation, has to stand the intent of that law on its
head."

He said that the loophole is playing out on the streets,
"where the bad guys have gotten wind of it."

"People engaged in criminal activity are smart enough
that once they are denied here, they are aware of this law
and apply in Florida," he said. "That's thwarting the ability
of Philadelphia police or any department to police
Pennsylvania law."

Grace cited an example of a Philadelphia man who
obtained a Florida license to carry. He was subsequently
pulled over in a traffic stop, and not only did he have two
handguns on him, but he also had a half-pound of
marijuana, numerous other drugs and several thousand
dollars in cash.

When the case went to court, prosecutors could not
charge the man with any gun violations, Grace said,
because of his Florida permit.

Brian Grady, deputy of the Special Operations Division
of the Philadelphia D.A.'s office, said that prosecutors
come across Florida permits issued to Philadelphia
residents whose permits have been revoked "more
frequently than we would care to."

"I don't have a running number of how many of these
occur, but when they do, we can't prosecute them," he said.

Grady cited one case in which a Florida license was
confiscated from a Philadelphia resident with five prior
arrests and a prior conviction that prohibited him from
even buying or owning a gun under federal law.

"He then called Florida, told them he'd lost his permit
and they sent him a new one," he said.

However, not everyone thinks the reciprocity agreement
on gun permits is a problem.

Nils Frederiksen, Corbett's deputy press secretary, noted
that Florida's application process is more stringent than
Pennsylvania's and requires things like certification of a
firearms safety course.

"One might ask, why would someone subject themselves
to a more restrictive process if they're trying to elude
something?" he said.
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Gun-rights advocates also say that Philadelphia police
are going above and beyond in their screening and
approval process for CCW applicants, forcing them to go
elsewhere.

Though the city is now required to comply with the rest
of the state's standards, they conduct an additional
interview and questionnaire and can decline someone's
application based just on their character and reputation.

Oliver said that he teaches the gun-safety courses for
out-of-state permits about eight times a year, and that
about 25 percent of his students are people who've been
denied a Philadelphia permit.

"They mention that they've been denied a permit in
Philadelphia for everything from parking tickets to child-
support payments," he said. "You may not have a criminal
record but you owe some tickets or child support and they
deny you when the rest of the state doesn't.

"That's not to say I'm for the deadbeat dad, but if you're
behind in your bills are you not allowed to protect
yourself?"

Christie Caywood, a member of the Pennsylvania
Firearms Owners Association, who spoke on the
organization's behalf, said that Philadelphia's practice of
revoking licenses of victims whose guns have been stolen,
and the department's high permit-revocation rate - 505 last
year - send residents to other states.

"It is not surprising that some gun owners may opt for
more uniform standards of another state license over the
discriminatory abuses of the Philadelphia Police
Department," she said.

Today, there are about 23,000 active gun permits in the
city granted by Philadelphia police, King said.

However, it's unknown how many city residents have
permits from Florida because Florida does not keep track
of where the 70,228 nonresident permits it has issued have
gone - though they make up nearly 10 percent of the total
permits issued by the state, according to Harrell.

Even Philadelphia police can't get a list of the names or
the number of city residents with Florida permits without
subpoenaing the state, which they are working with the
District Attorney's Office to do, King said.

Each year, Philadelphia's gun-permit unit sends
numerous letters to Florida asking the state to revoke
permits from Philadelphia residents. While King recalled
one request being honored, they usually go nowhere, she
said.

"These are just the . . . criminals we know of and when
we ask Florida to revoke them, they won't," she said.

King said that it's the Philadelphia Police Department's
ability to deny or revoke a permit on character and
reputation that is key to keeping Philadelphia streets safe.

She said that the majority of Philadelphia citizens who
have permits are law-abiding, but it's a bad group and a

bad loophole that tarnishes the reputation of upstanding
permit holders.

King hopes that the loophole will be acknowledged by
those with the power to change it soon.

"Does every politician know about it? Probably not," she
said. "Do we need to make them aware of it? Absolutely.

"Do they need to step up and get this changed? Yes."
http://www.philly.com/dailynews/local/20100205_Can_t_
get_a_gun_here__No_problem__Florida_will_issue_permi
t__and_local_police_must_honor_it__Phila__authorities_a
re_irate.html?viewAll=y

10-02-04 LEGO My Gun: NY S.I. Boy Faced
Suspension Over Tiny Toy Weapon

A fourth grade New Dorp boy faced the prospect of
suspension after the principal at his South Beach school
saw him playing with an action figure carrying a toy
machine gun.

Patrick Timoney, a 9-year-old student at PS 52, and
friends were playing with LEGOs during their lunch period
when the principal took him into her office over the two-
inch toy gun carried by a standard policeman figure.

Margie Feinberg, a spokeswoman for the Department of
Education, told the Staten Island Advance that there is a
no-tolerance policy for toy guns in schools.

Therefore the principal, Evelyn Matroianni, deemed the
pinky-sized toy gun suspension-worthy. Matroianni told
Laura Timoney, the boy’s mother, that she would check
with a DOE security administrator.

But Ms. Timoney told the Advance that the DOE
administrator said no other action was necessary after the
toy gun is confiscated and returned to the parents at the
end of the day.

According to Ms. Timoney, while another child had an
action figure holding an ax, her son was the only one to be
approached by the principal.

"It's crazy," Ms. Timoney told the Advance, "He's
missing class time, all for silly toys. The boys are just
trying to relax. If there's a real threat, why not call the
Police Department?"
A conference about the matter was held among the
principal, parents, and the child.
"The issue was resolved," Ms. Feinberg told the Advance.
"The child will not be bringing the toy gun into school."
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The DOE states that all imitation weapons are prohibited
because they are regarded as harmful to the school
community. The principal can evaluate if the weapon looks
realistic before considering suspension.
http://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/local-beat/Boy-
Threatened-With-Suspension-Over-Toy-Gun-
83473992.html

10-02-04 Pennsylvania Capital Harrisburg Considers
Bankruptcy

(Bloomberg) -- Harrisburg, the capital of Pennsylvania,
will consider Chapter 9 bankruptcy protection along with
tax increases and asset sales as options to address $68
million in debt service payments due this year, the
chairwoman of a City Council committee said last night.

Every option, including tax and fee increases,
bankruptcy and a state takeover through Pennsylvania’s
Act 47 municipal oversight program will be considered,
said Susan Brown-Wilson, chairwoman of the Budget and
Finance Committee, which began a week of hearings last
night to consider a 2010 spending plan.

The $68 million in debt service payments that
Harrisburg faces in connection with the construction of a
waste incinerator this year is four times what the city of
47,000 expects to raise through property taxes, and $4
million more than the city’s entire proposed operating
budget.

“We need to see, what does Act 47 do for us; what does
bankruptcy do,” Wilson said in an interview during a break
in the opening budget hearing at Harrisburg City Hall.
“You have to have all of them on the table.”

Harrisburg skipped more than $3.5 million in debt-
service and swap payments last year, prompting draws on
reserves and back-up payments by Dauphin County, where
Harrisburg is located. The county has sued the city to
recover its payments.

Budget Proposal
Wilson was among five Council members who voted

last year to reject a 2010 budget proposal by former mayor
Stephen Reed, who left office last month after 28 years.
The proposal would have attempted to cover the debt
service costs by selling assets such as an historic
downtown market, an island in the Susquehanna River that
includes the city’s minor-league baseball stadium, and the
city’s parking, sewer and water systems.

The plan to raise $69 million by selling downtown
features was reinstated last month by Linda Thompson, the
newly elected mayor, in a substitute budget. The seven-
member council has until Feb. 15 to approve a final 2010
budget.

Brown-Wilson said she would support leasing only city
assets that don’t generate revenue, as the parking and
water systems do.

Carol Cocheres, bond counsel for the incinerator’s
operator, the Harrisburg Authority, told the city council at
a Dec. 14 hearing that the city is already in danger of legal
action for payments that were missed last year on $288
million in debt it has guaranteed with its full faith and
credit.

“There’s never been a default like this in Pennsylvania
municipal history,” she said. “This is all new territory.”

Risking Suit
Cocheres told council members that by skipping

payments that are made on behalf of the authority, the city
risks being sued and ordered to raise taxes or fees by
Assured Guaranty Municipal Corp., formerly FSA
Insurance, which has insured the bonds, or by the deal’s
trustee, TD Bank.

City Controller Dan Miller, who was vice president of
the council until January, has advocated bankruptcy as an
alternative to selling assets.

Harrisburg’s credit rating was lowered two levels below
investment grade to Ba2 by Moody’s Investors Service in
October. The city faces a $164 million deficit over the next
five years, mostly because of debt created by the
incinerator, according to Management Partners Inc. of
Cincinnati, a consulting firm hired to study the city’s
finances as part of a state review.
http://news.yahoo.com/s/bloomberg/20100204/pl_bloombe
rg/agkxad449x_c_1

10-02-04 Police break up home invasion, wound suspect
Philadelphia police got into a shoot-out last night with

three men believed to have been in the middle of a home
invasion in North Philadelphia.

Around 6 p.m., a man flagged down two Highway Patrol
officers and said armed intruders had forced their way into
his home in the 1800 block of North 18th Street, said Lt.
Frank Vanore.

The officers went there, and one saw a gunman through a
first-floor window, Vanore said. The intruder shot twice at
the officer, who returned fire.

The three men then tried to flee through the back of the
home and got into a gunfight with the other officer, Vanore
said.

Police made three arrests and recovered several firearms.
The suspects' names were not available.

One had been shot in an arm and was being treated at
Temple University Hospital, Vanore said.

No officers were injured, and their names were not
released
http://www.philly.com/philly/news/local/83523357.html

10-02-03 Federal charges announced for NE 7-Eleven
robberies
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A suspected serial armed robber featured in a December
Philadelphia Inquirer article highlighting so-called career
criminals who avoid conviction was charged federally last
week for committing two heists of Northeast convenience
stores.

U.S Attorney Michael L. Levy on Jan. 26 announced a
four-count grand jury indictment of John Gassew, 23, of
Oxford Circle, for the two armed robberies last fall.

Gassew allegedly held up the 7-Eleven at 2634 Bridge
St. on Oct. 26 as well as the 7-Eleven at 8101 Oxford Ave.
two days later.

Usually, local authorities prosecute robberies, but the
indictment cites Gassew's alleged interference with
interstate commerce and his use of a firearm in crimes of
violence for the federal charges.

According to the Inquirer, Gassew has a history of 44
arrests - most for robbery - on his record, but he has never
been convicted of the crime. Many of the cases were
thrown out of court due to delays or when witnesses failed
to show up.

Gassew, of the 6000 block of Lovatt Terrace, is awaiting
trial in one open Philadelphia robbery case.

In each of the 7-Eleven robberies, meanwhile, Gassew
allegedly beat store employees with a handgun and then
stole cash and cigarettes.

He made off with $306 in cash and cigarettes worth $263
in the Bridge Street store, then $140 cash and cigarettes
worth $4,854 from the Oxford Avenue location, the
indictment states.

Gassew was arrested Oct. 28 after he was spotted
speeding south on Oxford Avenue in a black pickup.

Officer Christian Buckman of the 2nd Police District
saw the pickup had been reported stolen and also matched
the description of a vehicle that was driven away from the
Oxford Avenue convenience store robbery.

The officer then gave chase.
Police said Gassew crashed the truck and continued to

flee the pursuing officer, then took out a handgun and
started firing on Buckman.

The officer returned fire, hitting Gassew four times.
Gassew was arrested and taken to Albert Einstein Medical
Center for treatment.

If convicted of all federal charges, the Gassew would
face a maximum possible sentence of life in prison, plus a
mandatory minimum 25 years, to be served consecutively,
for the gun offense.
http://www.philly.com/community/pa/philadelphia/netimes
/83473432.html

10-02-03 MD Baltimore mayor Rawlings-Blake seeks
tougher gun laws

Baltimore's incoming mayor, Stephanie C. Rawlings-
Blake, pressed Annapolis lawmakers to toughen state gun

laws at a packed hearing Tuesday before the House
Judiciary Committee, saying "we have to do more" to build
on successes in reducing crime. Rawlings-Blake, who
will take the city's helm Thursday when Mayor Sheila
Dixon steps down, spoke briefly to the committee. The
delegates welcomed her warmly, at times calling her
"mayor-elect" and "mayor."

The legislation she supports would broaden an offense
known as "use of a handgun in commission of a crime."
Police now frequently add it to other charges in violent
gun crimes. However, the statute allows the charge only if
a handgun is used; other firearms such as rifles and
shotguns are not included.

"Why should someone who walks into a convenience
store and robs it with a shotgun or a long gun be subject to
less jail time then someone who robs that very same store
with a handgun?" Rawlings-Blake asked. "Both crimes are
egregious, and the penalties should be the same."

Committee members used the hearing to voice broader
frustration with the criminal justice system, with Del.
Michael D. Smigiel Sr. asking for information about the
number of Baltimore gun offenders whom judges punish
with maximum sentences.

Police Commissioner Frederick H. Bealefeld III tried to
steer the focus back to the legislation, saying that 26
percent of the guns seized in Baltimore last year were long
guns and warning delegates about getting lost "in the
philosophical hoo-ha" of a broader gun control debate.
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/maryland/bal-
md.guns03feb03,0,7203271.story

10-02-03 Push is on to ease Arizona's gun laws
Arizona has always held tightly to its legacy as part of

the gun-toting Wild West and a protector of individual
rights.

This year, the state's Republican governor and a
conservative Legislature may continue that tradition by
giving Arizonans some of the least-restrictive weapons
laws in the nation

This session, state lawmakers have proposed more than
a dozen bills on expanding rights to carry and use guns and
knives.

The proposed laws would allow people to carry
concealed weapons without a permit, end requirements
that guns manufactured and kept in Arizona be registered,
and allow university professors to carry guns on school
grounds.

Although the number of bills on the subject is not
unusual, weapons-rights supporters believe this year - with
a conservative governor, a Legislature sympathetic to their
cause and more freedom to address issues other than the
budget - may be their year to lift many limits. It also is an
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election year, and gun rights have always been a popular
campaign platform among conservatives.

"Arizona is very gun-friendly, and we've made a lot of
progress over the past probably 10 to 12 years," weapons-
rights lobbyist Todd Rathner said. "But, right now, the
Legislature and the governor are favorable to a pro-Second
Amendment agenda, so we're trying to accomplish as much
as we can."

Weapons advocates are so optimistic about their chances
this year that a knife-rights advocacy group hopes to use
Arizona to launch a national effort to give state
Legislatures exclusive authority over local governments to
regulate knife use.
The efforts won't be without opposition.

Sen. Meg Burton Cahill, D-Tempe, said some of the
legislative efforts could hurt the state economically.

"These laws are not going to be seen as friendly to
business, friendly to children and good for the economy of
Arizona," she said. "This is a very critical time, and we are
turning people away from Arizona, making them more
fearful of coming to the Wild West."
Gun-friendly state

Then-Gov. Janet Napolitano, a Democrat, vetoed at least
a dozen weapons bills that crossed her desk during her
seven years in office, all of which would have loosened
gun restrictions. In 2005, Napolitano rejected a bill that
would have allowed patrons to carry loaded guns into bars
and restaurants. In 2008, she also vetoed a bill that would
have allowed people to have a hidden gun in vehicles
without a concealed-carry permit.

In January 2009, Napolitano resigned to become U.S.
Homeland Security secretary and Republican Secretary of
State Jan Brewer became governor. Lawmakers quickly
proposed weapons legislation, and Brewer began signing
it.

During her first year in office, Brewer signed a bill
allowing loaded guns in bars and restaurants, as well as
another that prohibits property owners from banning guns
from parking areas, so long as the weapons are kept locked
in vehicles.

Brewer has been a supporter of Second Amendment
rights over her elected career, spokesman Paul Senseman
said. He said having her as governor has helped the effort
in the state over the past year.

"I think last year was very productive in terms of
extending the protections of the Second Amendment,"
Senseman said.
Brewer would not comment on specific legislation before
it reached her desk.

"But it will be important that we continue to be judicious
and responsible in enacting good protections for our
Second Amendment rights," he said.
Testing ground

Rathner said Arizona's current political atmosphere is
precisely why Knife Rights Inc. chose this time and this
state to propose a bill that would pre-empt local
governments from regulating knives.

Rathner for years represented the National Rifle
Association in Arizona, but this year, he is lobbying for the
national knife-owner advocacy group. Knife Rights, which
Rathner said has a few thousand members nationwide, is
based in Gilbert and was started in 2006.

"Guns have been pre-emptive for a decade, and there's
been no problem with it," he said. "Knives are the next
step."

Rathner said about 10 Arizona cities restrict knives,
including Phoenix. Phoenix outlaws carrying knives,
except for pocketknives. If the bill becomes law, Phoenix's
ordinance would no longer be enforceable.

If successful, Rathner said, the group will push other
states to pass the law.
Several Arizona cities oppose the bill, including Phoenix.
The Legislature

The gun measure likely to draw the biggest buzz
proposes to no longer require people to get a permit to
carry a concealed weapon.

Sen. Russell Pearce, R-Mesa, is sponsoring the Senate
version of the bill. He said his bill simply puts into law
what Arizona and the nation's founders always intended.

"If you are a law-abiding citizen, you have a right to
carry," Pearce said.
Whether they support the bills or not, legislators agree on
one thing: Many of the bills have a good chance of
becoming law.

Rep. Chad Campbell, D-Phoenix, said he has owned
guns most of his life. He said that changing the concealed-
weapon permit law moves Arizona in the wrong direction
but that his opinion may not matter.

"If the Republicans want to push this through, we can't
stop it. They run the Legislature, they run the Governor's
Office," he said. "I'm not sure the general public wants to
go back to the day when people could walk into any saloon
with a firearm strapped to their hip, but it seems like the
majority party does."

Rep. Andy Biggs, R-Gilbert, warned that nothing is a
sure thing in the Legislature, particularly this year.
"The budget is casting such a gloomy cloud over
everything that it's hard to get a read," he said.

However, Republican House Majority Leader Chuck
Gray said Second Amendment rights also are a priority.

"Most of the gun issues are going to be looked at to make
sure they are written correctly, but we will be very
favorable toward the rights of the people," Gray said.

The largest hurdle these bills face this year, as in past
years, is likely opposition from law-enforcement groups.
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The Arizona Association of Chiefs of Police opposes
Pearce's bill.

"If enacted, (the bill) will take Arizona back to Wild
West carry, with no consideration for officer safety,"
association lobbyist John Thomas said.

Only nine states have fewer gun restrictions than
Arizona, according to a scorecard released last year by the
Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence, a gun-
restriction advocacy group.

If some of the legislation is passed, Arizona will likely
move lower on the list.

"You have no laws meant to reduce gun violence and
protect the public, and you have an active gun lobby there
that wants to do away with even the bare threshold of laws
you do have," said Ladd Everitt of the Washington, D.C.-
based national Coalition to Stop Gun Violence.

Two bills, one to allow concealed weapons without a
permit and the other to exempt guns made and kept in the
state from federal regulation, each has more than a dozen
legislators backing them. If passed, Arizona would be only
the third state in the nation to allow either of the looser
restrictions.
Everitt called the proposal to no longer require a
concealed-carry permit "crazy."

"You would have dangerous individuals and criminals
carrying weapons in public," he said.
Pearce said he thinks the legislation will help make
Arizonans safer.

"When you have restrictive laws, the only people you
restrict are the good guys," he said. "I've never been afraid
of a good citizen."
http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/news/articles/20
10/02/03/20100203weaponbills0203.html

10-02-02 NJ Man Indicted For Shooting His Pet Parrot
A New Jersey man accused of shooting and killing his

African gray parrot with a BB gun because its screeching
annoyed him while he was watching a NASCAR race on
TV has been indicted on an animal cruelty charge.

Dennis Zeglin, 67, of Randolph was indicted Tuesday by
a Morris County grand jury. The charge carries a
maximum penalty of five years in prison and a $15,000
fine.

Zeglin allegedly shot the parrot, named "Mikey," three
times on June 7. His wife called police when she saw that
the bird had been killed.

Zeglin's attorney, Stephen Fletcher, said his client was
intoxicated at the time and afterward received treatment
for alcoholism. He said Zeglin regrets the incident and
hopes to be accepted into a pretrial intervention program.
http://cbs3.com/local/New.Jersey.Parrot.2.1466110.html

10-02-02 New Orleans man pleads guilty to threatening
Obama

NEW ORLEANS - A 47-year-old New Orleans man has
pleaded guilty to making death threats against President
Barack Obama.

John Turnpaugh entered the plea in federal court on
Tuesday. He also pleaded guilty to possessing marijuana
with the intent to distribute and possessing firearms to aid
his drug trafficking.

According to court records, Turnpaugh admitted calling a
New Orleans Police Department 911 operator on Dec. 30
and saying he was going to kill the President and his wife.

After agents traced the call to him and played a recording
of it, authorities say Turnpaugh admitted he was the person
who made the call.

Turnpaugh faces a maximum sentence of life in prison.
No sentencing date has been set.
http://www.philly.com/philly/wires/ap/news/nation_world/
83396527.html

10-02-02 Editorial: Who's watching these guys?
The case of an American-born jihadist raises disturbing

questions about why terrorism suspects are allowed to
purchase guns in the United States.

Abdulhakim Muhammad of Memphis freely admits that
he shot a U.S. soldier to death and wounded another last
summer at an Army recruiting center in Arkansas. He
opened fire on the soldiers because, he said, the U.S.
military is waging war against innocent Muslims around
the world.

At the time of his arrest, Muhammad was armed with
two pistols, a military-style assault rifle, and hundreds of
rounds of ammunition. He allegedly told police he
intended to kill as many Army personnel as possible.

Investigators learned that Muhammad, a recent convert
to Islam, had searched on Google Maps for possible sites
in Philadelphia to carry out his attack. He considered
Jewish institutions and a day-care center.

Several months before the shooting, Muhammad had
come to the attention of federal authorities. The FBI's Joint
Terrorist Task Force had been investigating Muhammad
since he returned to the United States from a trip to Yemen
in 2008.

Radical Muslims in Yemen are believed to have given
support or encouragement to the so-called underwear
bomber, who tried to destroy a U.S. airliner on Christmas
Day, and to the suspect in the shooting deaths of 13 people
last November at Fort Hood, Texas. Muhammad has since
claimed affiliation with a branch of al-Qaeda based in
Yemen.

It's not clear whether Muhammad was on the FBI's
Terrorist Watch List, which contains information about
individuals suspected of planning or engaging in terrorist
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activities. But even if Muhammad's name had been on the
list, it wouldn't necessarily have prevented him from
purchasing guns and ammo legally.

Current federal law does not prohibit people who are on
the Terrorist Watch List from purchasing firearms or
explosives.

The Congressional Research Service found that from
February 2004 to February 2009, 963 people on the Watch
List tried to buy guns from licensed dealers. Of those, 865
individuals were allowed to buy firearms because
background checks revealed "no prohibiting information."

Sen. Frank Lautenberg (D., N.J.) has introduced
legislation that would close this obvious loophole. The
measure would enable the U.S. attorney general to deny
the sale of firearms or explosives if there's reason to
believe they may be used for terrorism.

This legislation should be a slam dunk. With a rise in the
number of U.S.-born terrorist wannabes, federal authorities
need this tool to help prevent more potential attacks.
http://www.philly.com/inquirer/opinion/83321747.html

10-02-02 NE Phila. man charged with setting dog on
fire

A Northeast Philadelphia man who police say poured
rubbing alcohol over a puppy and set it on fire in front of
his children was being held last night at Curran-Fromhold
Correctional Facility on $500,000 bail.

John William Fleet III, 33, was arrested Friday at his
home in the Oxford Circle section and charged with arson,
cruelty to animals, endangering the welfare of a child, and
other counts.

His next court date on this case was set for Monday, the
same day he is to go on trial on charges of aggravated
assault and firearms counts filed against him last year,
according to court records.

The dog, a pit-bull mix that rescuers have renamed
"Rudy," will probably be blind in one eye and perhaps in
both, said George Bengal, the SPCA's director of law
enforcement. Rudy will be placed in a foster home later
this week.

"He can't go up for adoption yet," Bengal said. "He's got
a lot of healing to do before that can happen."

Fleet became enraged at the 5-month-old puppy on
Thursday after it nipped at his two children, Bengal said.
Ordering the children to hold the dog, Fleet poured the
accelerant over the animal's head and neck and then lit it,
Bengal said.

Police learned of the incident Friday after one of Fleet's
children told a school guidance counselor.

SPCA officers and Philadelphia police raided Fleet's
home that day. Inside the house, they found the injured
animal, a charred rug, and a burned couch, Bengal said.
Fleet told investigators the burn was an accident, Bengal

said.
http://www.philly.com/philly/news/local/83321832.html

10-02-01 New groups mobilize as Indians embrace the
right to bear arms

In the land of Mahatma Gandhi, Indian gun owners are
coming out of the shadows for the first time to mobilize,
U.S.-style, against proposed new curbs on bearing arms.

When gunmen attacked 10 sites in Mumbai in
November 2008, including two five-star hotels and a train
station, Mumbai resident Kumar Verma sat at home glued
to the television, feeling outraged and unsafe.

Before the end of December, Verma and his friends had
applied for gun licenses. He read up on India's gun laws
and joined the Web forum Indians for Guns. When he got
his license seven months later, he bought a black,
secondhand, snub-nose Smith & Wesson revolver with a
walnut grip.

"I feel safe wearing it in my ankle holster every day,"
said Verma, 27, who runs a family business selling fire-
protection systems. "I have a right to self-protection,
because random street crime and terrorism have increased.
The police cannot be there for everybody all the time. Now
I am a believer in the right to keep and bear arms."

Verma said he plans to join the recently formed National
Association for Gun Rights India to lobby against new gun
controls that the government has proposed, blaming the
proliferation of both licensed and illegal weapons for a rise
in crime.

Although India's 1959 Arms Act gives citizens the legal
right to own and carry guns, it is not a right enshrined in
the country's constitution. Getting a license is a
cumbersome process, and guns cannot be bought over the
counter -- requirements that gun owners describe as
hangovers from the colonial past, when the British rulers
disarmed their Indian subjects to head off rebellion.

In December, the Ministry of Home Affairs proposed
several amendments to the Arms Act that would make it
even harder to acquire a gun license, restrict the number of
people eligible for nationwide licenses and curtail the
amount of ammunition a gun owner can amass.

An official said that the ministry has called for public
input. But in the meantime, the proposals have given rise
to a nascent gun rights movement modeled on the
strategies of the United States' National Rifle Association
and echoing its rhetoric of civil rights, dignity and self-
protection.

"We are outraged. We are not murderers. Instead of
going after real criminals, the government is indulging in
window dressing by bringing in gun control laws that
target law-abiding citizens who have licensed guns," said
Abhijeet Singh, 37, a software engineer who started
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Indians for Guns and is the coordinator of the new gun
rights association.

"We want to remove the stigma on licensed gun owners,"
Singh said. According to the National Crime Records
Bureau, 87 percent of murders by firearms in India in 2007
involved illegally held guns.

There is no official tally of legal gun owners, but Singh
cited a rough estimate of 4 million to 5 million.

Last week, the National Association for Gun Rights India
began meeting with lawmakers and consulting lawyers in a
bid to stall the proposals. The group's president is a 39-
year-old lawmaker, Naveen Jindal, who studied at the
University of Texas business school in Dallas. Inspired by
American students' displays of patriotism, Jindal earlier
launched a successful campaign for Indians' right to
display the national flag outside their homes and offices.

Indian security experts appear dismissive of the group's
efforts. "There is no place for a gun rights movement in
India," said Julius Ribeiro, a former police officer who
comments on security issues. "That kind of debate may
work in America, but it will not work here, because laws
are misused and guns can easily fall into the wrong hands.
It can get dangerous in India."

Gun rights advocates respond -- using language familiar
to Americans -- that guns are a deterrent to crime.

"An armed society is a polite society," said Rahoul Rai, a
member of the campaign. He said the movement also
reflects the rise of an Indian middle class that can "voice
its fears about rising crime, interpret the constitution to
articulate their rights to self-protection and bring like-
minded people together through technology."

Shahid Ahmad, who runs a Web site called the Gun
Geek , said the process of getting a gun license in India is
so burdensome that it encourages corruption. To hasten the
process, he said, many applicants ask politicians to put in a
word in their favor, or attempt to bribe officials and police
officers.

To illustrate the point, gun advocates refer to a 2008
incident in the state of Madhya Pradesh. The clamor for
gun licenses was so high, according to news media, that
officials tried to induce men with large families to
participate in a vasectomy program by promising a license
in return. http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2010/01/31/AR2010013102079.html

10-02-01 Cuba gives its citizens 2 months to register
guns

HAVANA -- Cuba has declared a two-month amnesty
for citizens to register unlicensed guns, and says those
passing aptitude and psychological tests will be allowed to
keep their weapons.

The move is unusual in a state where almost no one
except some active military personnel and plain-clothed
state security agents are allowed to possess weapons.

Even most police officers are required to leave their
pistols at the station or in a regional barracks when on
vacation or leave, and young men participating in
mandatory military service are given unloaded firearms for
most exercises.

Starting Feb. 12, Cubans will have the "exceptional and
one-time only" chance to register their guns with police,
and will be allowed to keep them provided they are over 18
and have passed the proper tests administered at police
stations

There was no explanation for why the drive to legalize
unlicensed weapons is coming now, though the state-run
news agency Prensa Latina said the move grew out of a
November 2008 law regulating possession of guns and
ammunition.

According to a weekend bulletin carried by state news
media, gun owners must "maintain conduct consistent with
the appropriate norms of social behavior, meet security and
protection conditions for the firearms and pay established
taxes."

Cubans were encouraged to register any weapons they
owned in the years after Fidel Castro and his band of
rebels toppled dictator Fulgencio Batista on Jan. 1, 1959.
But later authorities used a list of those who had sought
licenses to go door-to-door and encourage them to turn
over their firearms - even antiques considered family
heirlooms.

While Cuba is among the safest countries in the
hemisphere, it is not unusual to find firearms in Cuban
homes, though most are weapons improvised from
household materials or guns that were smuggled into the
country and bought on the black market.

The call to register arms is for Cubans civilians, and the
bulletin stated that "security and protection agents,
detectives and bodyguards will be summoned by the
Ministry of the Interior" for an independent licensing
process.
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2010/02/01/AR2010020101621.html

10-02-01 Arenas writes op-ed piece for Washington
Post

Gilbert Arenas insists he now understands that "guns
and violence are serious problems, not joking matters."

In an op-ed piece written for The Washington Post and
put on the newspaper's Web site Monday, the suspended
Washington Wizards guard pledges to be a better role
model and says a "message of nonviolence will be front
and center as I try to rebuild my relationship with young
people in the D.C. area."
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He continues: "I know that won't happen overnight, and
that it will happen only if I show through my actions that I
am truly sorry and have learned from my mistakes. If I do
that, then hopefully youngsters will learn from the serious
mistakes I made with guns and not make any of their own."

Wizards coach Flip Saunders supported Arenas' decision
to address the issue this way.

"If he wants to get active in his community and try to
help out kids, then he probably needed to say something. ...
He's got to go with what he feels in his heart," Saunders
said before his team's 99-88 loss to the Boston Celtics on
Monday night.

"In talking to him, I think he understands the seriousness
of what he did," Saunders said. "He's trying to let people
know _ kids, especially _ that he had done something
wrong and try to take what was really a negative and try to
somehow have a positive impact."

Arenas pleaded guilty Jan. 15 to a felony charge of
carrying a pistol without a license. He is scheduled to be
sentenced March 26.

"I am trying hard to right my wrongs. The one that will
be hardest to make right is the effect my actions have had
on kids who see NBA players as role models," Arenas says
in the op-ed piece, his first extensive comments since his
season-ending suspension. "Professional athletes have a
duty to act responsibly and to understand the influence we
have on all those kids who look up to us. I failed to live up
to that responsibility when I broke the law and set such a
bad example."

Last week, Arenas was suspended without pay for the
rest of the season by NBA commissioner David Stern for
bringing guns into the Wizards' locker room as part of a
dispute with teammate Javaris Crittenton stemming from a
card game. Crittenton also brought a gun to the locker
room _ and he also was handed a season-ending
suspension by Stern.

Arenas already had been suspended indefinitely by Stern
earlier in January; his total ban amounts to 50 games.

A three-time All-Star, Arenas was leading the Wizards in
scoring and assists averages when he was first forced to sit
out after making light of things, including pretending to
"shoot" teammates with his hands during an on-court
huddle before a game at Philadelphia.

"I definitely think he's sorry for what happened. I think
he's disappointed as far as what took place, how people are
viewing him. ... I think now there's a process you have to
go through as far as letting people know you made a
mistake," Wizards co-captain Antawn Jamison said after
Monday's game. "He knew he made a mistake. If he could
take it back, he would. He's not the type of guy to do
anything vicious like that. He just made poor judgment."

In Monday's piece, Arenas says he gave Stern reason to
suspend him and acknowledges he damaged "the image of

the NBA and its players." He also says he "let down our
fans and Mrs. Irene Pollin, the widow of longtime Wizards
owner Abe Pollin."

Abe Pollin changed the team's nickname from Bullets to
Wizards because of the violent connotations of the old
name. He died in November.

Arenas' op-ed ends by saying: "Some people may not
forgive me for what I've done. But if I help steer even just
one young person away from violence and trouble, then I'll
once again feel that I'm living up to Abe Pollin's legacy
and to the responsibility I owe the kids of the District."
http://nwitimes.com/sports/basketball/article_637fec0d-
f7e9-5d79-aebc-168759478ea0.html

10-02-01 Rip Torn heading to rehab after arrest
LITCHFIELD, Conn. -- Rip Torn was so intoxicated

when he broke into a Connecticut bank carrying a loaded
gun that he thought he was home, taking off his hat and
boots and leaving them by the door, according to court
records.

The 78-year-old actor was wearing the same battered
boots Monday when he was arraigned on several charges
after spending the weekend in a police holding cell near
his hometown of Salisbury, in northwestern Connecticut.

Torn, who did not enter a plea, was released on
$100,000 bond a few hours later and waded through a
phalanx of media to a friend's waiting vehicle. He smiled
and wished onlookers a nice day but did not answer
questions about the arrest.

He is expected to enter an alcohol rehabilitation center in
New York as early as Tuesday, according to his attorney.

Torn was given probation last year in a Connecticut
drunken driving case and allowed to enter an alcohol
education program. He completed the first stage of that
program.

He also has two previous drunken driving arrests in New
York.

"The history here is clear that there's an alcohol issue
that needs to be addressed," his attorney, A. Thomas
Waterfall, told Bantam Superior Court Judge John W.
Pickard on Monday.

The "Men in Black" actor is accused of breaking into the
Litchfield Bancorp branch through a window Friday night
in Salisbury, where officers responding to an alarm found
him wandering in the lobby and nearly incoherent.

According to court records, Torn was disoriented, reeked
of alcohol and asked the state police troopers repeatedly
why they were taking him out of his home.

"Obviously, he wasn't there intending to commit a crime,
in my estimation," Waterfall said.

Officers found a loaded .22-caliber revolver in Torn's
pocket, according to court records, and a breath test
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showed his blood-alcohol content as 0.203 percent - more
than twice the 0.08 legal limit for driving in Connecticut.

Torn is charged with criminal trespass, carrying a gun
without a permit, carrying a gun while intoxicated,
burglary and criminal mischief. His case was transferred to
a court in Litchfield that handles more serious cases
because of the weapons charges.

He remembers nothing of that night, Waterfall said
Monday after the arraignment.

"He's a very nice person, a very friendly individual.
Obviously this is a serious event, so we will deal with it as
we go on," Waterfall said.

Torn never brandished the weapon when the officers
confronted him, according to Waterfall and the court
records, and has no history of violence. His permit to carry
a firearm in Connecticut had expired in October 2007.

The actor, whose real name is Elmore Rual Torn, has
appeared on the television show "30 Rock" and won an
Emmy in 1996 for his work on "The Larry Sanders Show."
In addition to "Men in Black," his recent movie credits
include "The Insider" and "Dodgeball: A True Underdog
Story."
Torn is scheduled to return to Litchfield Superior Court on
Feb. 17.
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2010/02/01/AR2010020100892.html

10-01-31 Feds claim authority to regulate in-state
commerce
Government cites Constitution in demanding dismissal of
gun challenge

The federal government is claiming in court documents
demanding the dismissal of a gun-law challenge in
Montana the authority to regulate in-state commerce under
the Constitution's Commerce clause.

But the plaintiff in the case says the court needs to
review that provision in its amended form – since the 10th
Amendment, adopted after the Commerce Clause, can be
viewed as modifying the Constitution's provisions
regarding the regulation of commerce, specifically granting
additional authority to states.
The argument is arising in a lawsuit filed in Montana
against U.S. Attorney General Eric Holder and others. The
complaint seeks a court order that the federal government
stay out of the way of Montana's management of its own
firearms within state boundaries
As WND reported, the action was filed by the Second
Amendment Foundation and the Montana Shooting Sports
Association in U.S. District Court in Missoula, Mont., to
validate the principles and terms of the Montana Firearms
Freedom Act, which took effect Oct. 3.

The law provides guns and ammo made, sold and used in
Montana would not require any federal forms; silencers

made and sold in Montana would be fully legal and not
registered; and there would be no firearm registration,
serial numbers, criminal records check, waiting periods or
paperwork required.

The idea is spreading quickly. Similar plans have been
introduced in many other states.

How Montana's gun-law plans have spread

Gary Marbut, the chief of the Montana Shooting Sports
Association, said the real issue is a states' rights challenge
to the power of Washington to regulate "everything under
the guise of regulating commerce."
Learn what you can do about your nation. Get "Taking
America Back," Joseph Farah's manifesto for sovereignty,
self-reliance and moral renewal

He argues that the federal government was created by the
states to serve the states and the people, and it is time for
the states to begin drawing boundaries for the federal
government and its agencies.

The government's latest filing in the case demands its
dismissal, citing a lacking of "standing" for the plaintiffs
and the court's lack of "jurisdiction," as well as the
Constitution's Commerce Clause. The government filing
argues, "The Supreme Court and Ninth Circuit have
repeatedly held that even purely intrastate activities, such
as those the MFFA purports to exempt from federal law,
do affect interstate commerce and thus are within
Congress' power to regulate. As a result, even if plaintiffs
had standing and jurisdiction existed, plaintiffs' amended
complaint fails to state a claim and must be dismissed.

"The Supreme Court squarely held that the Commerce
Clause authority included the power to prohibit the local
cultivation and use of marijuana in compliance with
California law," the brief continued.

"Moreover, regulating the 'intrastate possession or
manufacture' of an article of commerce such as firearms 'is
a rational ... means of regulating commerce in that
product,'" the brief said.

The Commerce Clause, however, can be interpreted to
have been amended by the 10th Amendment, which is part
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of the Bill of Rights, adopted subsequent to the U.S.
Constitution, Marbut explains.

His organization said, "The Commerce clause was
amended – by the 10th Amendment. It is a bedrock
principle of jurisprudence that for any conflict between
provisions of a co-equal body of law, the most recently
enacted must be given deference as the most recent
expression of the enacting authority. This principle is
ancient. Without this principle, laws could not be amended
or repealed."

For example, U.S. courts repeatedly affirmed slavery
before it ultimately was rejected.
There's no question that the components of the Bill of
Rights have authority: Just look at the 1st Amendment,
Marbut explained.

Marbut said a 60-day extension for the plaintiffs to
respond to the government's motion to dismiss has been
approved, and those arguments will be filed in coming
weeks.

He also said the job of the court system is to overturn
precedents when they are wrong.

"The first import of this response is that the legal game is
now on," Marbut said. "There was some concern that the
defendants would forfeit the game with no response in an
effort to prevent this important issue from being
adjudicated properly. We are now beyond that hurdle."

"The FFA concept has created a firestorm of interest
nationwide. Lots of people and other states are watching
carefully to see how Montana fares in this challenge to
overbearing federal authority and to Washington's attempt
to control every detail of commerce in the nation,
especially including activity wholly confined within an
individual state. That level of micro management certainly
was not the intent of our founders when they gave
Congress limited power in the Constitution to regulate
commerce 'among the states'," he said.

The government's brief was signed by Assistant
Attorneys General Tony West and Michael Cotter as well
as Alexander Haas of the U.S. Department of Justice.
The federal government had written gun dealers in
Montana, as well as in Tennessee, which also adopted its
own version of the same law, that warned against
following the state laws.

The letters were distributed to holders of Federal
Firearms Licenses.

In the Tennessee case, Carson W. Carroll, the assistant
director of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and
Explosives, told dealers the Tennessee Firearms Freedom
Act, adopted, "purports to exempt personal firearms,
firearms accessories, and ammunition manufactured in the
state, and which remain in the state, from most federal
firearms laws and regulations."

The exemption is not right, the federal agency letter
contends.

Montana's plan is called "An Act exempting from
federal regulation under the Commerce Clause of the
Constitution of the United States a firearm, a firearm
accessory, or ammunition manufactured and retained in
Montana."

The law cites the 10th Amendment to the U.S.
Constitution that guarantees to the states and their people
all powers not granted to the federal government elsewhere
in the Constitution. It reserves to the state and people of
Montana certain powers as they were understood at the
time of statehood in 1889.

"The guaranty of those powers is a matter of contract
between the state and people of Montana and the United
States as of the time that the compact with the United
States was agreed upon and adopted by Montana and the
United States in 1889," the case states.
http://www.wnd.com/index.php?fa=PAGE.view&pageId=
123419

10-01-30 Bob Barker gives $1M to stop pigeon shoots
Former Price is Right game show host Bob Barker has

donated $1 million to fight live pigeon shoots at the
Philadelphia Gun Club in Bensalem.

The longtime animal rights activist told the newspaper
Friday he was "horrified" by reports of pigeon shoots at
the historic gun club on State Road in the township. Barker
made his donation to the Illinois-based non-profit Showing
Animals Respect & Kindness [SHARK].

SHARK president Steve Hindi said the money would be
used for a media campaign against the gun club. “What
you’re going to see is a lot of public outreach by way of
billboards,” Hindi said. “We’re also talking about
television and radio advertisements.”

Barker said he believes “the good citizens in
Pennsylvania would be embarrassed if they knew in detail
just how horrific these pigeon shoots are,” Barker said.
These are not hunters. They’re assassins.”

Barker also said he plans a press conference outside the
gun club later this year.

Philadelphia Gun Club criticized Barker’s donation as a
misuse of funds, which might have gone to help humans in
need. The organization also said it had no intention of
ending the pigeon shoots, which are legal in Pennsylvania.

“We will continue to conduct lawful activity on private
property as is the right of every citizen,” said Sean Corr,
attorney for Philadelphia Gun Club.

“Donating $1 million to pigeons when thousands of
children in Haiti are starving and without parents only
demonstrates the heinous nature of these people’s views,”
Corr said.
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For years, Barker said: “I’ve heard the same thing from
everyone that is tormenting animals. There are thousands
of people who are helping with every disease and helping
with the children of Haiti, but there are very few who are
giving any money to help animals,” Barker said. “That’s
what I do.”

“I wonder how much the members of the gun club have
given for the children of Haiti,” Barker added.

Philadelphia Gun Club has been a fixture on the
Delaware River in Bensalem since 1877.

The club recently sued its neighbors as well as a
waterfront development firm, alleging a "concerted
campaign" to interfere with pigeon shoots along the
Delaware River in Bensalem.

After several attempts to stop the pigeon shoots,
Bensalem Public Safety Director Fred Harran last month
said the township will no longer interfere in such activities.

Club members said the township has legal authority to
stop pigeon shoots
http://www.phillyburbs.com/news/local/courier_times/cour
ier_times_news_details/article/2463/2010/january/30/-
0b694681f7.html

10-01-29 VA 'Gun-show loophole' bill shot down in
House subcommittee

A perennial effort to close the so-called "gun-show
loophole" was shot down in a House subcommittee
Thursday evening.

The bill would have required prospective buyers to
undergo an instant criminal background check before
buying a firearm from a private seller at a gun show.

Such checks are now required only when the gun is being
sold by a licensed dealer.

Gun-control proponents, including the mayor of
Richmond and several family members of students killed
in the 2007 Virginia Tech massacre, spoke in favor of the
measure. Gun-rights advocates opposed it.

The bill, HB1234, sponsored by Del. Jennifer
McClellan, D-Richmond, was defeated 4-1 by a House
Militia, Police and Public Safety subcommittee. Similar
measures have died in the same panel in past years.

The subcommittee also killed HB879, sponsored by Del.
Mamye BaCote, D-Newport News, which would have
allowed localities to prohibit guns in public libraries.
http://hamptonroads.com/2010/01/gunshow-loophole-bill-
shot-down-house-subcommittee

10-01-29 N. Phila. woman gets house arrest for buying
guns for convicted felons

Theresa Jones illegally bought two guns for felons years
ago, and thugs used the weapons to kill a teenager, threaten
two cops, deal drugs and possibly commit other crimes.

Yesterday, she went to court to answer for her crime.

Philadelphia Common Pleas Court Judge Leon W.
Tucker sentenced Jones, 45, of North Philadelphia, to six
to 23 months of house arrest, followed by seven years of
probation, for various gun offenses.

Jones and her relatives, relieved that she had dodged jail
time, hugged her attorney, Glenn Gilman, after Tucker
announced the sentence. Because of medical problems and
her role as caretaker for five grandchildren, Jones spends
most of her time at home and would have found prison a
severe hardship, Gilman said yesterday.

The sentence ended a long wait for Jones, who pleaded
guilty to the charges against her in July 2008. Her
sentencing was postponed 10 times, a common stalling
tactic when police and prosecutors want to ensure that a
defendant will testify against another in other pending
cases.

Late yesterday, her sentence hung in limbo because
Jones lives in a Philadelphia Housing Authority apartment,
which bars people under house arrest, Gilman said. Gilman
requested that court officials convert her house arrest into
probation, but they refused. So he will ask a judge today to
defer her sentence until she can find and move into a
private-sector home, where she could serve house arrest.

The Daily News profiled Jones' case in a November story
about straw-purchasers, that is, people like Jones who
commit a felony by buying guns for convicts prohibited
from purchasing them.

In 2003, she agreed to buy a gun for a neighbor who
wasn't legally permitted to own one, because she wanted
money to support her drug addiction. She later bought a
second gun for another felon.

Although she never saw either firearm again,
investigators traced both back to serious crimes.

A convicted felon used one to kill Nazir Gary, 19, of
Kingsessing, in 2007; the same thug, weeks later,
brandished that gun at two police officers, who were able
to wrest it from him before he could fire.

Narcotics officers later seized the second gun from a
drug dealer nabbed in an undercover sting.

At the time of her arrest, Jones faced five to 10 years in
prison, the mandatory minimum for anyone convicted of
straw-buying two or more guns. But she received a lighter
sentence because she cooperated with investigators.
http://www.philly.com/philly/hp/news_update/83010602.h
tml

Related story cause & effect from 09-11-02 Hands that
hand a gun to a killer

THERESA JONES had a drug problem and an empty
wallet.

In 2003, when a neighbor offered her $75 to buy him a
gun, she readily agreed, even though the man had a
criminal record and couldn't legally buy or possess a gun.
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After the sale, the neighbor carried off his new Ruger 9
mm pistol. Jones never saw it again.

Four years later, in one of the city's toughest 'hoods,
Raymond Hainey was on a quest for vengeance.

He saw 19-year-old Nazir Gary and acted quickly.
He brandished Jones' pistol and blasted Gary as the teen

drove in Kingsessing on a frigid afternoon three days
before Christmas 2007.

Today, Jones remains in penal purgatory, awaiting
sentencing for her role in arming a killer.

In the war against gun violence, crimefighters are
cracking down on "straw purchasers," that is, people like
Jones who commit a felony by buying guns for convicts
prohibited from purchasing them themselves.

Thugs recruit acquaintances with clean records to buy
them guns, and women are a growing target.

Blinded by love or fueled by financial need, women
represent a quarter of about 350 straw buyers arrested in
Philadelphia since a multiagency Gun Violence Task Force
launched in 2006, data shows.

But few straw purchasers realize the penalties that await
those caught, thanks to a recent law that stiffened
punishment for straw buyers.

"They foolhardily expose themselves to serious time in
prison: If you buy more than one gun , you subject yourself
to a mandatory minimum sentence of five to 10 years,"
said Thomas Burke, senior supervisory agent of the Gun
Violence Task Force.

That means that straw buyers can end up serving more
time behind bars than the punks who actually used the
illegal gun in crimes. And for women, many of whom are
single mothers, such strict sentences can turn their children
into orphans.

Such outcomes have prompted some critics to question
the fairness of the law.

"Women in the throes of drug addiction or acting out of
romantic loyalties are sitting ducks and have no idea they
are being thrown to the wolves," said Glenn Gilman, a
defense attorney who represents Jones, now 46. "Yes,
committed a technical crime, but do they deserve the
draconian penalty imposed?"

Law-enforcers say that they do.
"There's a lot of responsibility when it comes to buying

a firearm, both from personal safety and how you secure
that weapon," said Mark Potter, special agent in charge of
the Philadelphia field division of the federal Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives.

Finding the source
In a city that averages five shootings a day, guns loom

large in Philadelphia's crime-fighting efforts.
Authorities recover about 5,000 crime guns a year,

Potter said. And firearms are killers' preferred weapon,

with 80 percent of the city's homicides carried out by gun-
toting thugs.

"Because guns are manufactured to last a very, very long
time, the life of a crime gun is infinite," Potter said.

So gun-tracing has become a critical component for
authorities trying to keep firearms out of hooligans' hands,
he added.

"There are many sources of how crime guns hit the
streets, and multiple ways they get transitioned from a
legitimate purpose to a prohibited purpose," Potter said.

Some thugs burglarize gun shops, while others commit
residential robberies to arm themselves, he said. Punks
trade and sell illegal guns on the street, obliterating their
serial numbers to make tracing tougher. Some enterprising
thugs even rent guns to other goons, the same way video
stores rent out movies; the higher the gun's body count, the
cheaper its rent.

Straw purchasing plays a part, as well, although "time-
to-crime" data suggests that it isn't the city's most prevalent
source of crime guns.

Short time-to-crime rates - the time between a gun's
retail sale and law enforcement's recovery of it in a crime -
make a gun easier to trace. Several short time-to-crime
traces linked to the same gun shop suggests that the shop is
crooked or criminally careless, Potter said.

Philadelphia's time-to-crime rate is nine years.
Still, local and state bigwigs have blitzed the region with

ominous ads warning would-be straw buyers of the stiff
sentences they face for that offense.

The ads came a few years too late for Theresa Jones,
who is set to be sentenced Dec. 22.

Apt punishment?
In the life of Nazir Gary, Theresa Jones seems like a bit

player.
At the time of his slaying, Gary had his own set of

problems. He'd been arrested in the armed robbery of an
acquaintance two months earlier and was out on bail,
awaiting a preliminary hearing. Ironically, the charges
against him included gun offenses.

As Gary drove down 52nd Street near Kingsessing on
Dec. 22, 2007, Raymond Hainey stepped out of the
shadows and blasted some bullets his way. Gary, who lived
two blocks away with his mother and grandmother, died a
half-hour later at the Hospital at the University of
Pennsylvania.

Hainey fled, and, for awhile, the case sat unsolved.
But Hainey ignored one key killers' canon: Ditch the

murder weapon.
Two weeks after Gary's death, two cops on routine

patrol pulled Hainey and a buddy over for unspecified
suspicious activity in Southwest Philadelphia, according to
court records.
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During questioning, Hainey got nervous, brandished his
gun and tried to "rock," or kill, the cops, according to court
records.

The officers wrestled the weapon away from him and
chucked him into federal prison, where the chatty Hainey
made plenty of incriminating statements to fellow inmates.

He told one that he had shot Gary because he thought -
mistakenly - that Gary had shot Hainey's little brother. He
lamented that he hadn't gotten rid of the gun after Gary's
death, and worried whether ballistics tests would link the
murder to him.

Ballistics tests did prove that the gun Hainey drew on
police was used to kill Gary, and investigators charged
Hainey with murder. He pleaded guilty and now is serving
15 to 30 years at the state prison in Camp Hill, according
to court records.

Because police also traced a drug dealer's seized gun
back to Jones in 2006, she faced five to 10 years in prison,
the mandatory minimum for someone who illegally buys
two or more firearms for someone else.

But she got "demandatorized" and will get a lighter
sentence because she's cooperating with authorities,
Gilman said.

Some think that she's getting off easy.
After all, she bought guns for thugs who then used them

to kill a teenager, to try to kill two cops, deal drugs and
possibly commit other unknown crimes.

Dwayne O'Brien, manager of the Delaware Valley
Sports Center, where Jones bought the guns when the shop
was owned by someone else, complained that the criminal-
justice system falls short in punishing those who buy or
use guns illegally.

"You know what they end up getting?" asked O'Brien.
"A slap on the wrist and no fine. They'll lock you up for
child support, but you get caught with a stolen gun, and
they plea that down to nothing."

Straw buyers should get no slack, he said.
"The guy who did the crime wouldn't have been able to

do it if someone hadn't bought the gun for him," O'Brien
said. "Common sense will tell you that if this guy can't
own a gun, he shouldn't have a gun. So if you're that dumb
that you buy him a gun anyway, you deserve what you
get."

But Gilman pointed out inconsistencies inherent in the
criminal-justice system. For example, Kevin Garner, the
accused drug dealer who had one of the guns that Jones
bought illegally when an undercover narcotics officer
arrested him in 2006, got off free when the judge
dismissed all charges against him, according to records.

And although Jones pleaded guilty to the charges against
her in July 2008, she remains in limbo, waiting for her
sentence to be imposed. Court records show that her
sentencing has been postponed at least nine times.

That's a common stalling tactic when police and
prosecutors want to ensure that a defendant will testify
against another in other pending cases, Gilman and other
law-enforcement sources said.

"The D.A.s use that as a powerful sword to get these
women to cooperate," Gilman said. "For the women who
have no information to give, it's bye-bye birdie."

Gary's family doesn't like to talk about his case.
While Gary's mother now lives in Manayunk, his

grandmother and other relatives still live in the violence-
plagued neighborhood where Gary died.

They have little time to waste on thoughts of Jones' fate.
"He's dead," Gary's grandmother said on a reporter's

recent visit to her home, just two blocks from where
grubby, time-ravaged teddy bears still mark the spot where
Nazir fell.

"What difference does it matter anymore?" she added, as
she slammed the door shut.
http://www.philly.com/philly/news/homepage/68547832.ht
ml?viewAll=y

10-01-28 Senator Brophy Leads Bi-Partisan Effort
Against CSU’s Unconstitutional Gun Ban

DENVER -- Sen. Greg Brophy, R-Wray, has drafted a
letter to the Colorado State University Board of Governors
opposing the college's unconstitutional gun ban on campus.

In the letter, which has bipartisan support, Brophy points
out that “no carry - criminal safe zones” actually embolden
criminals. States that allow citizens to carry concealed
weapons see a reduction in crime rates.

“Depriving honest gun owners of their right to conceal
and carry is both unconstitutional and unsafe,” Brophy
said. “Statistics show areas that allow conceal carry are
actually safer than areas that do not

According to statistics from the FBI Crime Report of
2007, states with right-to-carry laws have a 30 percent
lower homicide rate, a 46 percent lower robbery rate and a
22 percent lower overall violent crime rate than states
without such laws. “Publicly discussing this policy at
CSU will serve to create an impression in the minds of
criminals that the campus will be wide open for them to
prey on students and visitors,” Brophy said.

The Senator believes the ruling by CSU’s Board Of
Governors would violate state law, which authorizes
anyone demonstrating competence with a handgun
permission to conceal and carry. “I can’t help but think
that if we keep conceal carry in place we might prevent
tragedies, like the one at Virginia Tech,” Brophy
concluded.
http://www.cologop.org/NewsBack.aspx?guid=4f009b9f-
82b9-4506-9f99-1ac0dc7bf250
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10-01-27 Mass. Key lawmakers warm to bipartisan bill
overhauling gun laws

BOSTON — No individual under the age of 18 would
be allowed to handle a fully automatic firearm, even with a
parent’s permission, under legislation overhauling the
state’s gun laws that lawmakers considered Wednesday.

The bill, filed by Rep. George Peterson (R-Grafton),
includes a provision allowing individuals over the age of
18 to temporarily hold or fire a machine gun at a gun show.
But they must do so in the presence of an individual
licensed to handle machine guns, according to Peterson.

Peterson said he included the provision in a broader
firearms bill, in part, to address concerns aired after a 2008
incident at a Westfield gun club, where an 8-year-old boy
was killed while he was handling a machine gun.

The current law is “ambiguous” on the handling of
automatic firearms, Peterson said after testifying before
Committee on Public Safety and Homeland Security.
“Clearly, the boy was not old enough, physically able to
control the firearm,” he said. “Unfortunately, we can’t
regulate common sense, or bad decisions by parents. This
is one way that will address the age limit.”

An attempt to simplify the state’s gun laws, the bill (H
2259) includes a raft of other provisions, reducing four
firearm licenses to one and establishing 13 categories that
prevent people from owning a gun. The bill, which lists
nine Democratic backers and seven Republicans, drew
support from both chairs of Public Safety Committee.

The categories include a person indicted of a crime
punishable by up to a year in jail, a person convicted of a
violent crime or tagged with a restraining order, a fugitive
from justice, an undocumented immigrant, or a person who
has renounced his or her U.S. citizenship.

The bill also centralizes gun licensing authority in the
Executive Office of Public Safety, with local police chiefs
acting as “licensing agents.”

“We have close to 351 different licensing standards
across the state,” Peterson said, referring to local police
chiefs who currently have the ability to issue gun licenses.
“This clears up that ambiguity and makes the licensing
procedure clear-cut.”

Sen. James Timilty (D-Walpole), the Senate chair of the
Public Safety Committee, called it a “great bill” and said
he hoped to see “passage in some form this year.”

“There should be one standard for applying for what is a
constitutional right,” Timilty said.

Rep. Michael Costello, the House chair and former
assistant district attorney, pledged to work with Peterson
on the bill but said he had concerns about taking authority
away from local police chiefs, since “nobody is closer on
the ground.”

Costello (D-Newburyport) added: “I like the idea of
focusing on a prohibited class.”

Lauren Hyer, executive director of Stop Handgun
Violence, said she is still reviewing the bill, but took issue
with one component: She said the licensing authority
should stay with police chiefs.

“It should be in the hands of the communities,” she said.
“They know the people in the communities.”

She added that Massachusetts has among the lowest
firearm fatality rates in the nation. “Our [present] gun laws
have worked out,” she said.

Jim Wallace, executive director of the Gun Owners’
Action League, said the bill is the “top priority, period” for
his group.

“This is a starting point. The system we have now is not
working,” and is focusing on lawful gun owners instead of
illegal gun owners, he said. “The laws have to be clear
about who is a criminal and how they should be
prosecuted.”

Wallace pointed to one provision in the bill establishing
a special unit within the State Police focusing on criminal
firearms and trafficking. “We’ll have one entity in the state
that is investigating those cases,” he said.
http://www.dailynewstranscript.com/news/x562885497/Ke
y-lawmakers-warm-to-bipartisan-bill-overhauling-gun-laws

10-01-27 Lt. Andriani, commander in Hoboken SWAT
scandal, causes 'disturbance' at Tampa airpor

Lt. Angelo Andriani of the Hoboken Police Department,
who is currently on a two-year paid suspension from the
force following the 2007 SWAT team scandal in Hoboken,
caused a disturbance at Tampa International Airport in
Florida on Jan. 18, police reported.

According to a Tampa police log, two TIA police
officers responded to a disturbance call at 9:15 a.m. when
Andriani, 56, who was in line for a flight to New Jersey,
became irate when airline flight crew members were
permitted to pass him in line at a Transportation Security
Administration checkpoint. He took pictures of TSA
agents' badges, police said.

Ann Davis, TSA spokeswoman, said the passenger
yelled at TSA officers, complained about the screening
process, displayed a badge and said he was a police
officer.

Airport police ran a wanted check on him before
allowing him to continue to his flight, the police log said.

Hoboken Police Chief Anthony Falco said that, since
this relates to an internal investigation within the police
department, he is required by attorney general guidelines
not to comment. Falco said he does not know Andriani's
current residence.

It has been previously reported that Andriani is paid
$11,000 a month while on suspension. Andriani’s
suspension is the longest in the history of the Hoboken
Police Department
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Andriani could not be immediately reached for
comment.

Suspended Hoboken Police Lt. Angelo Andriani
pretending to be a Ku Klux Klan member at a restaurant
during a supposed mercy mission to the South. Last month,
he was accused of causing a disturbance at a Tampa
airport.

The 2007 SWAT team scandal resulted in former Chief
of Police Carmen LaBruno's resignation and a lawsuit
against Andriani by five Hispanic Hoboken police officers
who called him an "unabashed white supremacist."

Andriani and other members of the city's SWAT team
had gone on a supposed mission of mercy to help survivors
of Hurricane Katrina.

Photos and videos, though, showed them in police-
issued gear posing with bare-breasted women at Mardi
Gras in New Orleans, letting Hooters girls hold their
weapons in Alabama and downing Jello shots in a
Louisiana bar. They also show him posing in a
Confederate cap and pretending to be a Ku Klux Klan
member at a restaurant.

Video shows Andriani passing a handgun and bullets
around at a party
http://www.nj.com/hobokennow/index.ssf/2010/01/ex-
team_commander_in_hoboken_s.html

10-01-27 Sen. Pat Browne wants Pennsylvania Long
Rifle to be state's official firearm
Should Pennsylvania have a state firearm?
One state senator is giving the idea a shot.

Sen. Pat Browne, R-Lehigh County, is sponsoring a bill
that would designate the Pennsylvania Long Rifle as the
state’s official firearm.

Pennsylvania would become the first state in the country
to have a state gun, according to the National Rifle
Association.

To Browne and his supporters, the measure is a
celebration of history and a decidedly Pennsylvanian
contribution toward America’s independence.

However, opponents say the idea of designating a state
firearm is unthinkable, especially since Pennsylvania cities
are scarred by gun-related crimes.

Firearms experts say Browne’s efforts to honor the
Pennsylvania Rifle have merit.

“If you have to have a state gun, I believe it’s the most
logical choice,” said Randy Hackenburg of Boiling
Springs, a retiree who served as firearms curator at the
U.S. Army Military History Institute at Carlisle Barracks.

The Pennsylvania Rifle was developed by craftsmen in
the mid-18th century. Using native iron and woods, the
earliest versions could take upward of 200 hours to build

The long-barreled rifles developed in Pennsylvania were
renowned for their leaps forward in accuracy and range,

their durability, and — with their unique color
combinations, carvings and engraved brasswork — they
also have become appreciated as a prime example of early
American art.

“It served, truly, to help win the battles that established
our independence ... and to open up the frontier as the
nation moved west,” Hackenburg said.

Browne's bill won a little-noticed preliminary vote in the
Senate State Government Committee this week.
Technically, its next stop is the Senate floor, though a
spokesman for Senate Majority Leader Dominic Pileggi,
R-Delaware County, said there are no imminent plans to
call it up for a vote.

The state House passed a resolution last fall
"recognizing the significance of the Pennsylvania Rifle in
the history of the United States and the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania."

In a state where legislators have wrangled on and off
for years over the designation of a state dance, the debate
likely won't end anytime soon.
"Do we really need to honor a firearm?" asked Sen.
Anthony Williams, D-Philadelphia.

Williams is one of several lawmakers who said this week
that they want a chance to air their concerns over the
legislation before the bill advances.

Williams, a longtime proponent of gun-control measures
designed to attack street crime, said he understands that
many Pennsylvanians cherish guns, and that they
symbolize time with family or friends on a hunting trip.

But Williams said: "I don't have those memories. ... I
only have the stark reality of what illegal weapons are
doing in my community -- tearing apart families,
bankrupting hospitals because of the strains on their
emergency rooms, and causing police officers to constantly
be put in harm's way."

Williams said he has no doubt the supporters' intentions
are good.

But given the gun violence that plagues his city and
others with numbing regularity, he said, "I couldn't support
this in any way... It is inconsistent with the times in which
we live."

Browne said those who object to the bill because of their
focus on today's crime problems miss the point.

"What they are talking about are concerns that we all
share," said Browne, whose district includes Allentown.
"But this is solely about recognizing a piece of our history
... that has made a significant contribution to the
development of our state and our country."

For some of Browne's constituents, including leaders of
the Pennsylvania Longrifle Museum near Nazareth, the
rifle is certainly more iconic and important to the heritage
of the state than, say, the Great Dane, the official state dog.
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"This was a tool for securing meat and hides and fur for
these people living basically in a frontier situation," said
Dave Ehrig, the museum's president.

And when Gen. George Washington needed accuracy in
Revolutionary War campaigns, he called upon the
sharpshooters from Pennsylvania, Ehrig said.

"It was so evolutionary and so important historically, it
really does deserve state notice," Ehrig said.
http://www.pennlive.com/midstate/index.ssf/2010/01/sen_
pat_browne_wants_pennsylva.html

10-01-26 Police: 12 guns removed from Erie streets
9-day operation confiscates 12 weapons from streets

Eleven handguns and one rifle were confiscated by Erie
police in what Chief Steve Franklin called a targeted
crackdown on youth violence and incidents involving
firearms.

All 12 weapons were recovered over a period of nine
days, from Jan. 16 through Sunday, in an operation
involving the Erie police SWAT team, the vice/narcotics
unit, patrol officers, the Neighborhood Action Team and
officers assigned to patrol Erie Housing Authority
properties.

As many as 12 officers at a time were taken off their
regular duties and placed on a special detail, assigned to
patrol areas that had shown an increase in juvenile crime
and firearms incidents in recent weeks, Franklin said.

An analysis of trends showed where, and when, those
types of incidents were happening, Franklin said. The
special detail allowed officers to respond quickly to calls
in those high-crime areas, he said.

"The message is, we know some of these (incidents) are
escalating, and we're going to respond to it," Franklin said.

Officers recovered the guns in several incidents:
- On Jan. 16, during a traffic stop in the 600 block of East

12th Street involving a wanted person. Four handguns
were found; two of the handguns were registered to the
driver, who had a concealed-weapons permit.

- On Jan. 17, in response to a report of shots fired in the
1300 block of West Ninth Street. A vehicle matching a
description of one involved in the incident was stopped
later, leading to an arrest and the recovery of a .380-caliber
handgun. The person arrested had a permit for the gun.

- On Jan. 18, officers responded to a reported home
invasion robbery in the 700 block of East 23rd Street.
Officers arrested two suspects and recovered a .380-caliber
handgun believed to be used in the crime.

- On Jan. 22, the S.W.A.T.. team raided a home in the 300
block of Cherry Street, targeting suspected drug dealers.
Officers found heroin, a small amount of cash, and a .357
Magnum handgun.

- On Jan. 23, officers stopped to investigate a group at
the corner of East 23rd and Wayne streets. The stop led to

a foot chase and apprehension of a person who discarded a
.45-caliber handgun during the chase.

The gun was reported stolen from the 300 block of East
28th Street, which is the area where multiple shots were
fired on Jan. 18.

- Later on Jan. 23, officers were investigating a report of
shots fired in the area of East Seventh and Wallace streets.
At 12:30 a.m. on Jan. 24, they spotted a group of 12 to 15
juveniles and one adult near the Shell gas station at East
Sixth and Parade streets.

Three handguns and a rifle were seized.
As few as four or five officers were assigned to the

detail during weekdays and low-crime times, Franklin said.
That number increased to between 10 and 12 during
evenings and weekends, he said.

In total over the nine-day period, 10 people -- including
two juveniles -- were arrested for firearms violations and
related violations. Eight juveniles were charged with
curfew violations, Franklin said.

Some of the guns are now being traced with the help of
the federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and
Explosives to determine if they were stolen and, if so, their
points of origin, Franklin said.

"I expect the majority of them were (stolen)," Franklin
said.

Every gun taken off the street that was used in a crime or
that is illegally owned makes Erie a safer city, Mayor Joe
Sinnott said.

"We think it's important for the community to know that
we're continuing the fight against violence and illegal
weapons ... and we're having some success," Sinnott said.

Each of the incidents happened in the area covered by
the city's Weed and Seed program, a state-funded crime
prevention and neighborhood improvement effort. In Erie,
the area runs from East Fourth to East 26th streets,
between State and Brandes streets, and from West 12th to
West 19th streets between State and Liberty streets.

The gun seizure is a positive thing, Weed and Seed
coordinator Stephen Chatman said. But it also shows that
illegal guns remain a problem in Erie, and that the work
that Weed and Seed does is still necessary, he said.

John Villa, chairman of the Erie Neighborhood Watch
Council, meanwhile, met the news with a wait-and-see
approach. He said he didn't know whether one targeted
effort will make people feel safer about their city.

"If they say they're going to continue it for the rest of this
year, people might have a little more warm and fuzzy
feeling about it," Villa said.

Included in the escalating trend of violence that
prompted the crackdown was the shooting death of 19-
year-old Steve Arrington II on Jan. 5.

Within days, his mother, Sonya Arrington, launched
Mothers Against Teen Violence.
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Twelve guns off the street is "12 more lives we saved,"
Sonya Arrington said.

"The mission still isn't over," she said. "There are still a
lot more guns out there, and we need to keep doing what
we're doing, coming together as a community, because we
have a lot more work to do."
http://www.goerie.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=201030
1259927

10-01-26 Teenager admits killing 2 youths in Grays
Ferry

A South Philadelphia teen pleaded guilty yesterday to
fatally shooting two teenaged aspiring police officers on a
Grays Ferry Street last year.

The unprovoked slayings of best friends Dominique
Smith, 17, and Harvey Lewis, 15, stunned and angered
many across Philadelphia due to Anthony Satchell's cold-
blooded, senseless motive.

Eyewitnesses told police that on April 19, Satchell, of
Dickinson Street near Taney, and alleged accomplice
Derek "Slim" Barnes, of Bailey Street near Morris,
approached the victims thinking they were neighborhood
rivals.

When Barnes declared, "No, that ain't them," Satchell
responded, "F--- it, I'll shoot them anyways."

He then fired single bullets into each teens' head, killing
them instantly on 29th Street near Morris.

Satchell, Barnes, who was also armed with a handgun,
and Barnes' girlfriend fled on foot, but not before being
seen by a man who was walking his dog.

Lewis was a member of the Philadelphia Police Explorer
Cadet Program. Smith, who dreamed of becoming a cop,
had made plans to join his best friend in the cadet program.

Yesterday, Satchell, 17, signed away his right to a
criminal trial and pleaded guilty to two counts of first-
degree murder, one count of criminal conspiracy to commit
murder and one count of possession of a firearm by a
minor.

Barnes, 20, has also been charged with double murder,
conspiracy and gun violations. His trail date has not been
set.

Common Pleas Judge Benjamin Lerner deferred
sentencing Satchell until March 8. Under state law he faces
two life sentences without the chance for parole. But
Lerner noted that Satchell's sentence could be impacted by
the U.S. Supreme Court, which is weighing the
constitutionality of sentencing minors to life without
parole.

"He decided to plead guilty because he realized from day
one that what he did was one of the most horribly, brutally,
inexplicably stupid things you could ever do," defense
attorney Michael Coard said.

"Apart from bringing those two young men back to life,
what's the next best thing Anthony Satchell can do?" Coard
continued. "The next best thing he can do is to save the
families the horror of going through a long drawn-out trial
and own up to his own responsibility."

Assistant District Attorney Deborah Watson-Stokes said
that Smith and Lewis were good kids who did nothing to
Satchell and Barnes.

"These young men observed the rules that many parents
tell their kids in these areas: If you see somebody, you
don't look at them. You don't say anything to them. You
don't bump them. You just mind your business," she said.

"These kids observed those rules, and even that was not
enough to save their lives."
http://www.philly.com/philly/hp/news_update/82664937.h
tml

10-01-26 Hunters see reasons for optimism
HARRISBURG — Phil Wagner has hunted the

mountains of western Union County for 45 years and
remembers a time when he would have seen dozens of deer
during a hunting season.

This year, after hunting for six days and staging 13
drives, he saw one. “I’ve never hunted in the past 45 years
that I saw anything like this,” Wagner said. “But I saw this
coming.” Wagner, along with about 30 other hunters from
Union County, went to Harrisburg over the weekend to
implore the Pennsylvania Game Commission to change the
way it handles deer management, specifically in Union
County. They say the deer herd has been decimated over
the past 10 years due to longer and concurrent buck and
doe hunting seasons and the increased issuance of doe tags
through the state Department of Conservation and Natural
Resources’s Deer Management Assistance Program.

The Game Commission’s board of directors on Sunday
opened its annual winter meeting to propose hunting
seasons and bag limits for the next license year.

It was Wagner’s fifth trip to the capital in six years to
call for changes to the commission’s stance on deer
management, and this year was the first time in many that
he walked away feeling hopeful. That’s because, of the
commission’s eight board members, three are new to the
board this year. Wagner, along with Commissioner
Thomas Boop, of Sunbury, hopes those new board
members will be more receptive to the concerns of hunters
than the commissioners in years past.

Different atmosphere
“I’m hopeful, as I think a lot of others are hopeful, that

these new commissioners are going to be more willing to
make course corrections than some of the commissioners
who went off the board,” Boop said. “I think most would
agree it was a different atmosphere as opposed to Sundays
in January in the past.”
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Stories of deer herd depletion similar to Wagner’s were
echoed by Dr. Carl Oberheim, a landowner in western
Union County and a retired orthodontist, who said he sees
about one-third fewer deer on his land than he did 10 years
ago.

Dr. Tom Albright, a Lewisburg podiatrist whose family
owns land in Weikert in the far western end of Hartley
Township, Union County, said: “This year we shot no deer
at all, and we saw very, very little deer. Last year, we only
took one. The last five years it’s gone down, down, down
every year.”

Union County hunters made their opinions clear during
the opening public comment session on Sunday by wearing
green-and-yellow buttons bearing the slogan “Union
County — No Doe Hunting.”

“We didn’t have to speak a word,” Wagner said. “They
knew what we were there for.”
Wagner, Oberheim and Albright, all of whom attended
Sunday’s session, hope the board will consider placing a
moratorium on doe hunting in Union County, at least for a
few years until the herd can recover.

They also hope the commission will return to the
previous deer season model: two weeks for buck, and two
or three days for doe, rather than the current combined,
two-week buck and doe season.

Boop would go even further by eliminating the early
muzzleloader/firearms seasons for antlerless deer in
October and eliminating the deer management assistance
program on all public lands in the northern half of the
state.

Killing too many doe
Additionally, the Unified Sportsmen of Pennsylvania, a
nonprofit organization engaged in a lawsuit against the
Game Commission alleging the commission has
mismanaged the deer herd in Pennsylvania, would like to
see the state return to one-deer-a-year system that would
prevent hunters from bagging multiple deer, or a doe if
they already tagged a buck.

“They’re killing too many doe, way too many doe,”
Albright said.
Boop wouldn’t speculate as to how the board may lean
during its vote today, but Wagner, Oberheim and Albright
are hopeful that this year some progress would be made.

“I think the Game Commission has to see that
eventually they’re going to lose a large number of kids that
would be hunters if they saw something,” Oberheim said.
“If you take a kid out and sit him in a tree stand for five
hours and he doesn’t see anything, he isn’t going to go
back.”

The state Department of Conservation and Natural
Resources’s Deer Management Assistance Program is a
program that allows DCNR to issue additional doe tags
above and beyond those issued by the Game Commission

for forestland deemed most vulnerable to deforestation by
the deer herd.

Not the forest
But the argument that deer are destroying the state’s

forests doesn’t hold water for many hunters.
“The acorns are still lying on the ground. We’re feeding

the deer and nothing is eating it,” Albright said. “If it’s not
the deer, why are we killing all these deer to save the
forests?”

Oberheim attributed a decline in the state’s forest to
acidic soil and invasive insects that have attacked ash,
beech and hemlock trees.

“There’s a lot of problems with the forest,” Oberheim
said. “It’s not just an overpopulation of deer.”

Boop agreed: “It’s too simple to say that deer are
responsible for the conditions of the forest. Deer can in
large numbers damage forestland, but we just don’t appear
to have deer in large numbers on any public land at this
point.”

Despite his hopefulness, Wagner is doubtful he, or other
young hunters, will ever again experience the hunting
season
Wagner did as a younger man. The damage, Wagner said,
may already have been done.

“It was like Christmas. I couldn’t sleep at night,”
Wagner said of the excitement he felt as a boy. “I probably
won’t see deer hunting like I saw deer hunting in the ‘60s
and ‘70s.”
http://www.dailyitem.com/0100_news/local_story_026003
204.html/resources_printstory

10-01-26 1/3rd of Women in US Military Raped
According to NPR, “In 2003, a survey of female veterans
found that 30 percent said they were raped in the military.
A 2004 study of veterans who were seeking help for post-
traumatic stress disorder found that 71 percent of the
women said they were sexually assaulted or raped while
serving. And a 1995 study of female veterans of the Gulf
and earlier wars, found that 90 percent had been sexually
harassed.”

The BBC recently reported on The Lonely Soldier: The
Private War of Women Serving in Iraq by Helen Benedict.
This book examines the extreme difficulties female
soldiers have in serving abroad. Benedict interviewed
several women in the military to get a deeper
understanding of the issue, and some of their stories were
real eye openers.
Army specialist Chantelle Henneberry spoke of some of
her experiences in Iraq, “Everybody’s supposed to have a
battle buddy in the army, and females are supposed to
have one to go to the latrines with, or to the showers –
that’s so you don’t get raped by one of the men on your
own side. But because I was the only female there, I didn’t
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have a battle buddy. My battle buddy was my gun and my
knife.”

Another study concluded that 90% of all women serving
are sexually harassed. Another one estimates that 90% of
all the rapes do not get reported, despite supposedly easier
ways to report the crime with confidentiality since 2005.
Either way, this appears to be an epidemic that needs to be
dealt with.

An online discussion from a former soldier whose
identity is being protected had this to say, “At least a rape
ends. It’s the day-to-day degradation that eats at you.
None of my friends who were raped on active duty
reported it. Or if we tried, we were told to shut up for
‘morale.’ Working with your rapist on a daily basis isn’t a
lot of fun, believe me.”

How the military is dealing with this appears to
demonstrate a pattern of sweeping it under the rug. In
2008, 62% of those that were convicted of sexual assault
or rape received very lenient punishments such as
demotion, suspension, or a written reprimand.

This problem is not confined to the US military either.
This abuse is rampant among private defense contractors
overseas as well, as recently highlighted by the recent
press about Jamie Leigh Jones. Ms. Jones was in Iraq in
2005 when seven Halliburton/KBR employees drugged
and brutally gang-raped her. Her injuries were so extensive
that she had lacerations to her vagina and anus, her breast
implants were ruptured, and her pectoral muscles torn. The
response of KBR was to lock her in a shipping container
with only a bed, and to deny her food, water, and medical
treatment. The rape kit that was taken after she regained
consciousness was mysteriously lost.

This crime eventually led to an amendment being added
to the defense appropriations bill by Sen. Al Franken (D-
MN). This would require defense contractors to allow their
employees access to US courts in cases of rape or sexual
assault, regardless of where they are stationed. The 30
Republican senators voted against this amendment are
currently being humiliated on the Republicans for Rape
website and by John Stewart on the Daily Show.

The culture of sexual violence against women that is
allowed to exist in both the US military and private
contractors needs to come to an end. When almost a third
of all women serving are raped, and over two thirds
sexually assaulted, this problem is rampant and systemic.
http://newsjunkiepost.com/2010/01/26/13rd-of-women-in-
us-military-raped/

10-01-25 Somerset authorities seize grenade launcher,
weapons cache from Virginia man at motel

BRANCHBURG -- Somerset County investigators
seized a cache of weapons including a grenade launcher
and hundreds of rounds of ammunition today from the

Branchburg motel room of a Virginia man, who also had
maps of a U.S. military facility and an out-of-state civilian
community.

Lloyd Woodson, 43, whose last known address was
Reston, Va., today faces multiple offenses, including
second-degree unlawful weapons possession and fourth-
degree possession of prohibited weapons, Somerset
County Prosecutor Wayne Forrest said.

At the time of his arrest, Woodson was wearing a
military-style ballistic vest with a reinforced steel plate and
carrying a .223-caliber assault rifle that had been altered to
fire .50-caliber ammunition, Forrest. He was also carrying
four loaded magazines with hollow-point ammunition,
Forrest said.

Branchburg police confronted Woodson at 3:55 a.m. at
the Quick Chek convenience store on Route 28 after
receiving a call reporting a suspicious person. Branchburg
Patorlman Steven Cronce noticed a large bulge beneath the
green, military-style jacket that Woodson was wearing,
which was later determined to be the assault rifle with a
defaced serial number, Forrest said.

Woodson appeared "extremely nervous" as Cronce
questioned him, and he ultimately ran from the
convenience store toward the Regency Trailer Park on
Route 22, Forrest. Officers found Woodson hiding in the
bushes and he attempted to run, Forrest said.

Officers tackled him and used pepper spray to subdue
Woodson, Forrest said.
Detectives later searched Woodson’s room at the Red Mill
Inn on Route 22 and found weapons including a .308-
caliber semi-automatic assault rifle with a defaced serial
number, a grenade launcher, hundreds .50-caliber and
.308-caliber rounds, a police scanner, and the maps of a
U.S. military installation and an out-of-state civilian
community, Forrest said. Woodson, who is a Navy veteran,
had been staying at the hotel since last week.

Investigators also found Middle Eastern red and white
traditional headdress, Forrest said.
Calls placed to the FBI’s Joint Terrorism Task Force in
Washington D.C. and the FBI’s Newark office late this
afternoon were not immediately returned
http://www.nj.com/news/index.ssf/2010/01/branchburg_po
lice_arrests_virg.html

10-01-25 Virginia man had weapons cache, grenade
launcher stashed in N.J. hotel room

BRANCHBURG -- A Virginia man who once spent
eight years on the run from naval investigators was
arrested in Somerset County early today with a trove of
high-powered weapons, including a grenade-launcher and
two assault rifles, along with maps of a U.S. military base
and a civilian neighborhood, authorities said.
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The federal government’s Joint Terrorism Task Force
quickly joined the investigation into Lloyd R. Woodson,
43, who had been staying at a Branchburg motel since last
week. Woodson, whose last known address was in Reston,
Va., was wearing a bullet-proof vest and carrying one of
the assault rifles — customized to shoot .50-caliber rounds
— when police arrested him after a chase and a scuffle in a
local trailer park.

Somerset County Prosecutor Wayne Forrest declined to
speculate about Woodson’s intentions but remarked on the
suspect’s arsenal, which included hundreds of rounds of
ammunition, some of them hollow-point bullets, and a
night-vision scope.

"In our experience, for private citizens to have this type
of armament is quite unusual in Somerset County," Forrest
said. "If you’re over in Afghanistan, it wouldn’t be rare."

Mixed in among Woodson’s belongings, the prosecutor
said, was a Middle Eastern, red-and-white traditional
headdress.

Forrest said his office reached out to the Joint Terrorism
Task Force — a partnership of federal, state and local
agencies administered by the Department of Justice — and
that the agency had assigned an investigator from the FBI
and another from the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco
Firearms and Explosives.

Calls placed to the task force and to the FBI in Newark
late this afternoon were not immediately returned.

Forrest, citing security risks, declined to identify the
military base or the civilian community depicted on
Woodson’s maps. He said the civilian neighborhood was
not in New Jersey.

Investigators, meanwhile, were seeking to learn more
about Woodson, who was charged with multiple weapons
counts, resisting arrest and other charges. He remained at
the Somerset County Jail last night.

U.S. Navy spokesman, Lt. Justin Cole, said Woodson
joined the service in February 1988 and served aboard the
USS Orion, a submarine tender, before deserting in April
1989. It would be eight years before he was returned to
Navy custody, Cole said. A month later, in August 1997,
Woodson was discharged.

It remained unclear last night whether he was passing
through New Jersey or settling in for a longer period. He
took a room last week at the Red Mill Inn, on Route 22.
Shortly before 4 a.m. today, he was in a Quick Chek
convenience store on Route 28 when someone in the store
called police, saying Woodson had been acting
suspiciously.

Branchburg Patrolman Steven Cronce, the first officer to
arrive, began to question Woodson and noted he was
"extremely nervous," the prosecutor said. Cronce also
noticed a bulge in the front of Woodson’s green, military-
style jacket, Forrest said.

When the officer continued to question Woodson, the
suspect ran from the store and into the nearby Regency
Trailer Park on Route 22, where officers found him.
Forrest said Woodson fought with the officers, who
subdued him with pepper spray. Under his coat was a
ballistic vest with a reinforced steel plate and the
customized assault rifle, whose ammunition is typically
used in heavy weapons mounted on military vehicles.

They found a second assault rifle, a second vest, the
grenade-launcher, ammunition, night scope, maps and a
police scanner in Woodson’s room at the Red Mill Inn,
where manager Hemant Desai said he’d seen no hint of
trouble during the suspect’s stay.

On Saturday night, Desai said, he was working the
evening shift and heard the sound of a CB or a radio
coming from Woodson’s room. The lights were off, but
Desai could see the faint glow of the television.

"I’m glad I didn’t open the door," said Desai, who has a
master key to all units.

He said his colleague had gone into Woodson’s room
Sunday morning and didn’t see any weapons.
http://www.nj.com/news/index.ssf/2010/01/suspicious_vir
ginia_man_had_we.html

10-01-25 States Can Tell Feds to Shove It
By Sheriff Richard Mack (Ret.)

By now we have all heard the cliches and seen the
posters from the "Tea Parties" espousing freedom, less
government, and perhaps most of all, how the federal
government had better back off trying to shove their
national health care down our otherwise healthy throats.
The truth of the matter is all the slogans of "Don't Tread
On Me" or "Give Me Liberty Or Give Me Death" or
"We're Mad As Hell And We're Not Taking It Anymore,"
don't mean a thing when compared to the real and actual
answer to all the protests, marches, and outrage.

The answer is in our own backyards! The States can
stop every bit of it! That's right, the individual States can
stop "Obamacare" and all other forms of out-of-control
federal government mandates and "big brother" tactics. If
Arizona, Hawaii, New Hampshire, Texas, etc. want
nothing to do with National Health care as proposed by
Barack Obama or Congress, then all they have to do is say
"No!"

For you skeptics...let's look at the law. First, the U.S.
Constitution is the ultimate and supreme law of the land.
More specifically, the Bill of Rights was established,
because some of our Founding Fathers, feared that the
Constitution did not go far enough in restricting or limiting
the central government.

Hamilton was one of a select few who wanted a bigger
and powerful federal government. However, several key
states and powerful delegates such as Patrick Henry, said
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they would not support the formation of a new government
if the Constitution did not contain a Bill of Rights, a
supreme law to establish basic and fundamental human
rights that could never, for all future American
generations, be violated, altered or encroached upon by
government. So the Framers of our Constitution came up
with ten; ten God-given freedoms that would forever be
held inviolable by our own governments.

The last of these basic foundational principles was the
one to protect the power, sovereignty, and the autonomy of
the States; the Tenth Amendment. This amendment and
law underscores the entire purpose of the Constitution to
limit government and forbids the federal government from
becoming more powerful than the "creator."

Let's be very clear here; the States in this case were the
creator. They formed the federal government, not the other
way around. Does anyone believe rationally that the States
intended to form a new central government to control and
command the States at will? Nothing could be further from
the truth. Article 1, Section 8 of the Constitution details
what duties the federal government will be responsible for
under our new system of "balanced power." Anything not
mentioned in Article 1, Sec. 8, is "reserved to the States
respectively, or to the people." (Tenth Amendment) Hence,
the federal government was not allowed creativity or carte
blanche to expand or assume power wherever and
whenever they felt like it. The feds had only discrete and
enumerated and very limited powers. Omnipotency was the
last thing the Founding Fathers intended to award the
newly formed federal government. They had just fought
the Revolutionary War to stop such from Britain and their
main concern was to prevent a recurrence here in America.

In perhaps the most recent and powerful Tenth
Amendment decision in modern history, the U.S. Supreme
Court ruled in Mack/Printz v U.S. that "States are not
subject to federal direction." But today's federal Tories
argue that the "supremacy clause" of the U.S. Constitution
says that the federal government is supreme and thus,
trumps the States in all matters. Wrong! The supremacy
clause is dealt with in Mack/Printz, in which the Supreme
Court stated once and for all that the only thing "supreme"
is the constitution itself. Our constitutional system of
checks and balances certainly did not make the federal
government king over the states, counties, and cities.
Justice Scalia opined for the majority in Mack/Printz, that
"Our citizens would have two political capacities, one state
and one federal, each protected from incursion by the
other."

So yes, it is the duty of the State to stop the Obamacare
"incursion." To emphasize this principle Scalia quotes
James Madison, "The local or municipal authorities form
distinct and independent portions of the Supremacy, no
more subject within their respective spheres, to the general

authority than the general authority is subject to them,
within its own sphere." The point to remember here is;
where do we define

the "sphere" of the federal government? That's right; in
Article 1, Section 8 of the Constitution and anything not
found within this section belongs to the States or to the
People.

So where does health care belong? The last place it
belongs is with the President or Congress. It is NOT their
responsibility and the States need to make sure that Obama
does not overstep his authority.

Just in case there is any doubt as to what the Supreme
Court meant, let's take one more look at Mack/Printz.
"This separation of the two spheres is one of the
Constitution's structural protections of liberty. Hence, a
double security arises to the rights of the people. The
different governments will control each other..." What?
The Constitution, the supreme law of the land, has as a
"structural protection of liberty" that States will keep the
federal government in check? No wonder it was called a
system of "checks and balances."

The States (and Counties) are to maintain the balance of
power by keeping the feds within their proper sphere. So
do the States have to take the bullying of the federal
government? Not hardly! The States do not have to take or
support or pay for Obamacare or anything else from
Washington DC.

The States are not subject to federal direction. They are
sovereign and "The Constitution protects us from our own
best intentions." (Mack/Printz) Which means the States
can tell national health care proposals or laws to take a
flying leap off the Washington monument. We are not
subject to federal direction!

In the final order pursuant to the Mack/Printz ruling
Scalia warned, "The federal government may neither, issue
directives requiring the States to address particular
problems, nor command the States' officers, or those of
their political subdivisions, to administer or enforce a
federal regulatory program. Such commands are
fundamentally incompatible with our constitutional system
of dual sovereignty." It is rather obvious that nationalized
health care definitely qualifies as a "federal regulatory
program."

Thus, the marching on Washington and pleas and
protests to our DC politicians are misdirected. Such
actions are "pie in the sky" dreaming that somehow
expects the tyrants who created the tyranny, will
miraculously put a stop to it. Throughout the history of the
world such has never been the case. Tyrants have never
stopped their own corrupt ways. However, in our system of
"dual sovereignty," the States can do it. If we are to take
back America and keep this process peaceful, then state
and local officials will have to step up to the plate.
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Doing so is what States' Rights and State Sovereignty are
all about.
http://www.henrymakow.com/the_states_can_tell_the_feds
_t.html

10-01-24 Law put gun back into hands of man who
killed trooper

When a Venango County judge returned a rifle to a man
who completed probation on a stalking charge more than a
decade ago, state law contained no restrictions to prevent
it.

Pennsylvania State Police officials last week said they
intended to investigate why then-President Judge H.
William White ordered a 30-30 rifle returned to Michael
Smith in November 2000.

Smith used that rifle to fatally shoot Trooper Paul
Richey, who responded to a domestic violence call at
Smith's Venango County home Jan. 13. Smith killed his
wife and himself, police said.

It wasn't until a 2005 amendment to House Bill 1717 that
it became illegal for someone convicted of a misdemeanor
crime of domestic violence to own a firearm, as well as
those who are the subject of active protection-from-abuse
orders.

Smith's 1997 arrest and conviction on misdemeanor
charges of stalking his wife and threatening responding
police officers resulted in court officials seizing his gun,
but did not preclude the judge from returning the weapon
after Smith completed three years of probation. White
could not be reached for comment.

Federal laws governing gun seizure would not have
applied because Smith was convicted of a state crime.
Pennsylvania lawmakers did not enact a stalking statute,
Act 218, until 2002, officials said.

''Unfortunately, the stage for this tragedy was set,
because the system and the laws weren't in place to prevent
it, and now everyone is wringing their hands and asking
why," said Kim Stolfer, chairman of Pennsylvania's gun-
rights group Firearms Owners Against Crime.

''From a constitutional standpoint, once you pay your
debt to society and as long as you haven't been convicted
of certain crimes, your gun rights should be restored,"
Stolfer said. "But you aren't going to find a lot of sympathy
for those individuals who have been convicted of domestic
violence or stalking."

At the time of Smith's arrest, his wife and her mother
obtained PFA orders against him, which his wife asked a
judge to discontinue three months later.

The 2005 amendment, called Act 66, extended the
maximum time a victim can be granted a PFA to three
years, from a previous maximum of 18 months, said state
Rep. Katie True, R-Lancaster, who sponsored the bill.

''These prohibitions and amendments have been racheted
up over the years to include broader categories of who
cannot possess a firearm and why," said Bruce Antkowiak,
professor at Duquesne University School of Law.

Gary Tuma, spokesman for Gov. Ed Rendell, said a
person convicted of a domestic violence crime can petition
the court for relief to have any seized firearms returned,
but it's not known how many of those applications are
declined or granted each year.

The Act 66 amendment specified that when a judge
grants a PFA, the judge must order any firearms seized --
whether they have been used or threatened against the
person petitioning for protection, Tuma said.

Allegheny County Sheriff Bill Mullen said his office
seizes all weapons subject to PFA orders and handles all
applications for permits to carry concealed weapons.

Seized guns are stored in a repository in the courthouse,
Mullen said, until a judge orders the weapons either
returned to a defendant or destroyed.
http://www.pennlive.com/newsflash/pa/index.ssf?/base/nat
ional-
99/1264365172170250.xml&storylist=penn&thispage=1


