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Founding Fathers: 

"Republics are created by the virtue, public spirit, and intelligence of the citizens. They fall, when the wise are banished from the 

public councils, because they dare to be honest, and the profligate are rewarded, because they flatter the people, in order to betray 

them." --Joseph Story, Commentaries on the Constitution, 1833 
 

 
 
 

Capitolwire: 

Legislation dealing with local gun 

regulations receives opposition from some 

municipal leaders. 
By Kevin Zwick, Staff Reporter - Capitolwire 

HARRISBURG (March 27) – Citing bans on 

texting while driving and indoor smoking – first 

adopted by individual municipalities before being 

banned statewide – some officials say their ordinances 

requiring gun owners to report lost or stolen firearms 

are another example of municipalities being ahead of 

the Legislature. 

“If we have to be the bow of the ship, we’ll be the 

bow of the ship,” said Allentown Mayor Ed 

Pawlowski, who spoke Tuesday with other municipal 

officials at a press conference organized by 

CeaseFirePA, a gun violence prevention organization. 

But local municipalities are constitutionally barred 

from regulating firearms, according to Kim Stolfer, 

chairman of Firearm Owners Against Crime. 

In a 1996 state Supreme Court case dealing with 

municipal ordinances regulating assault weapons, the 

court ruled that “because the ownership of firearms is 

constitutionally protected, its regulation is a matter of 

statewide concern.” 

Two bills, HB 1523 and SB 1438, could deter local 

municipalities from writing or enforcing ordinances 

addressing gun control. 

Those bills would allow a person affected by a 

local law regulating firearms to file a lawsuit against a 

municipality to seek declarative or injunctive relief 

and damages. 

Philadelphia Mayor Michael Nutter said that could 

“bankrupt” some municipalities. 

“For any of us to face financial penalties, which 

could be devastating in terms of their financial impact 

on our already strapped city and municipal budgets, 

makes no sense whatsoever [and] could potentially 

bankrupt one of our towns, when we should be 

providing more funding for public safety,” Nutter 

said. 

“They’re drastically amending our ability to do 

anything at all on the local level. It’s not just that they 

could bring lawsuits, but it further restricts the ability 

of municipalities to pass legislation whatsoever that’s 

relative to guns or gun violence,” said Lancaster 

Mayor Rick Gray. 

“Local municipalities have no authority to enact 

laws at the local level regarding firearms,” said 

Stolfer, who helped draft the House legislation. 

“…This is a very minor approach in going after 

communities and telling them that the Constitution 

applies to all citizens throughout Pennsylvania and is 

not open to their interpretation.” 

House GOP spokesman Steve Miskin said there is 

no immediate action planned on the legislation. The 

Senate bill was recently introduced and is currently in 

the Senate Judiciary committee. 

The majority of ordinances appear mostly in the 

state’s cities and suburbs around Philadelphia and 

Pittsburgh, according to a map from CeaseFirePA. 

Pittsburgh Mayor Luke Ravenstahl, in a statement 

read by Pittsburgh City Councilman Bruce Kraus, said 

the bills are "nothing less than a legislative slap in the 

face to very real public safety concerns about lost and 

stolen firearms." 

Gray said it’s a lose-lose for municipalities: if they 

lose the court case, taxpayers would have to foot the 

bill for court costs, damages, and attorneys’ fees. If 

http://www.nauticom.net/www/acsl/
mailto:activist@fyi.net
mailto:acslvchair@yahoo.com
http://capitolwire.com/cwMailForm.asp?recipient=kzwick@capitolwire.com
http://paopencarry.org/Ortiz-v-Commonwealth
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2011&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=1523
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2011&sind=0&body=S&type=B&BN=1438
http://batchgeo.com/map/6d58c66ad3128c9561cc5af7fa608e3a


they defeat a lawsuit, the taxpayers still would have to 

pay the municipal lawyer’s fees. 

Under the legislation, which provides for pre- and 

post-judgment liquidated damages, the municipality 

would be responsible for compounded attorneys’ fees 

prior to and after a court ruling, as long as the 

ordinance is still in effect. Gray dubbed the bill the 

“Lawyers Relief Act.” 

Stolfer said the only way it will cost taxpayers 

money is if the municipalities continue to enforce 

their ordinances. 

Legislation that would have allowed the regulation 

of firearms on the local level was introduced in 2010 

by Rep. Curtis Thomas, D-Philadelphia, but did not 

move out of the House Judiciary Committee. Thomas 

also introduced similar legislation during the 2007-08 

session of the Pennsylvania General Assembly with 

no success. 
 

Federal judge strikes down NC Emergency 

powers gun ban in SAF lawsuit 
By Dave Workman, Senior Editor 

A federal district court judge in North Carolina has 

struck down that state’s emergency power to impose a 

ban on firearms and ammunition outside the home 

during a declared emergency, ruling that the provision 

violates the Second Amendment right to keep and 

bear arms. 

The ruling, by Judge Malcolm J. Howard, senior 

United States district judge for the Eastern District of 

North Carolina, subjected the state statute to “strict 

scrutiny,” the highest level of review when a 

constitutional challenge is made against a law. 

The case, Bateman v. Purdue, was brought by the 

Second Amendment Foundation, Grass Roots North 

Carolina FFE and three individual plaintiffs. 

Defendants in the case were Gov. Beverly Purdue and 

Reuben F. Young, secretary of the state’s Department 

of Crime Control and Public Safety, in their official 

capacities. 

SAF Executive Vice President Alan Gottlieb was 

elated, and he used the victory to make a blistering 

remark about the anti-gun lobby. 

“When SAF attorney Alan Gura won the Heller 

case at the Supreme Court,” Gottlieb recalled, “the 

gun ban crowd said that we were a ‘one-trick-pony’ 

and that we would never knock out another gun law. 

Well, SAF has now knocked out gun laws in 

Maryland, Illinois and North Carolina.” 

He noted that several states have similar statutes, 

and this ruling essentially “fires a shot across their 

bow.” 

“We filed this lawsuit on the day we won the 

McDonald case against Chicago,” he said, “extending 

the Second Amendment to all 50 states. This was part 

of our strategy of winning firearms freedoms one 

lawsuit at a time.” 

In his opinion, Judge Howard wrote, “…the court 

finds that the statutes at issue here are subject to strict 

scrutiny…While the bans imposed pursuant to these 

statutes may be limited in duration, it cannot be 

overlooked that the statutes strip peaceable, law 

abiding citizens of the right to arm themselves in 

defense of hearth and home, striking at the very core 

of the Second Amendment.” 

But there was more, and it strikes at the heart of an 

argument that anti-gunners have been making since 

the 2008 Heller ruling that overturned the gun ban in 

Washington, D.C. Judge Howard noted that the high 

court, in the Heller ruling, clearly stated that the right 

to keep and bear arms “was 

valued not only for preserving 

the militia, but ‘more 

importantly for self-defense 

and hunting.” 

“Therefore,” Judge 

Malcolm wrote, “the Second 

Amendment right to keep and bear arms ‘is not 

strictly limited to the home environment but extends 

in some form to wherever those activities or needs 

occur’.” 

“Under the laws at issue here,” the judge said, 

“citizens are prohibited from engaging, outside their 

home, in any activities secured by the Second 

Amendment. They may not carry defensive weapons 

outside the home, hunt or engage in firearm related 

sporting activities. Additionally, although the statutes 

do not directly regulate the possession of firearms 

within the home, they effectively prohibit law abiding 

citizens from purchasing and transporting to their 

homes firearms and ammunition needed for self-

defense. As such, these laws burden conduct protected 

by the Second Amendment.” The GunMag April/2012 

 

LEGAL UPDATE: SAF 

scores huge 2A win in 

Maryland CCW case 
By Dave Workman, Senior 

Editor 

http://www.thegunmag.com/


A federal court judge in Maryland has ruled that 

the state’s concealed carry permit requirement that 

citizens show “good and substantial reason” for 

getting a permit is unconstitutional. 

The ruling, from Judge Benson Everett Legg, set 

off tremors throughout the gun prohibition movement, 

because his ruling, among other things, noted, “The 

Court finds that the right to bear arms is not limited to 

the home.” 

This refutes a claim by gun control advocates and 

even some lower court federal judges that the Second 

Amendment right to keep and bear arms is limited to 

the confines of one’s home. 

The case, brought by the Second Amendment 

Foundation with support from Maryland Shall Issue, 

is another victory for the same group that brought 

McDonald v. City of Chicago to the U.S. Supreme 

Court in 2010. SAF founder and Executive Vice 

President Alan Gottlieb told TGM, “The federal 

district court has carefully spelled out the obvious, 

that the Second Amendment does not stop at one’s 

doorstep, but protects us wherever we have a right to 

be.” 

The case involved Maryland resident Raymond 

Woollard, whose application to renew his handgun 

carry permit was arbitrarily turned down by Maryland 

officials, even though he had already been issued a 

permit following a confrontation in his home. 

Woollard had been attacked by a man who went to 

prison for the offense, Kris Lee Abbott. Woollard 

aimed a shotgun at Abbott, who wrestled it away, but 

let go when Woollard’s son aimed a second gun at 

him. 

The confrontation lasted for some 2 ½ hours while 

Maryland police tried to find the Woollard residence. 

Judge Legg included that detail in his ruling. 

After Abbott man was released from prison, he 

moved to within three miles of Woollard’s home. 

Woollard was stunned that his renewal application 

was rejected on the grounds that he could not show a 

“good and substantial” need. Judge Legg shot that 

down, noting, “A citizen may not be required to offer 

a good and substantial reason why he should be 

permitted to exercise his rights. The right‘s existence 

is all the reason he needs.” 

Judge Legg’s ruling could pave the way for further 

Second Amendment challenges of state and local gun 

laws, in states such as New Jersey, New York and 

California, where issuing agencies or officials still 

exercise a considerable amount of discretion in the 

issuance of carry permits. 

Gottlieb gave ample credit to Virginia attorney 

Alan Gura, who argued both the Heller and McDonald 

Second Amendment cases before the U.S. Supreme 

Court. The latter case was a SAF undertaking, which 

overturned the Chicago handgun ban and incorporated 

the Second Amendment to the states. 

The 23-page ruling will likely be appealed, 

Gottlieb acknowledged, but that may not be a bad 

thing because eventually the case could go before the 

Supreme Court, leading to a high court ruling that 

further expands on the Second Amendment. 

Judge Legg also seriously damaged the continuing 

contention by gun prohibitionists and even some other 

federal judges that both the Heller and McDonald 

rulings have limited the right to keep and bear arms to 

the confines of one’s home. 

In a single sentence, he demolished that contention: 

“In addition to self-defense, the (Second Amendment) 

right was also understood to allow for militia 

membership and hunting. To secure these rights, the 

Second Amendment‘s protections must extend beyond 

the home: neither hunting nor militia training is a 

household activity, and ‘self-defense has to take place 

wherever [a] person happens to be’.” 

Judge Legg, who was appointed to the Maryland 

District Court in 1991 by then-president George H.W. 

Bush, served as chief judge up to 2010, according to a 

biography on Wikipedia. 

“Those who drafted and ratified the Second 

Amendment surely knew that the right they were 

enshrining carried a risk of misuse,” Judge Legg 

wrote, “and states have considerable latitude to 

channel the exercise of the right in ways that will 

minimize that risk. States may not, however, seek to 

reduce the danger by means of widespread curtailment 

of the right itself. [E]ven the most legitimate goal may 

not be advanced in a constitutionally impermissible 

manner.” The GunMag April/2012 

 

Brady Campaign exploits FL killing to 

oppose Nat’l CCW 
By Dave Workman, Senior Editor 

At the height of the controversy over the shooting 

of Florida teen Trayvon Martin, the Brady Campaign 

to Prevent Gun Violence has tried to capitalize on the 

incident by blaming the National Rifle Association 

and attacking state concealed carry laws. 
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In a press release and on the organization’s 

website, the Brady Campaign asserted that the 

shooting of Martin by 28-year-old George 

Zimmerman was “the NRA’s vision of America.” 

The campaign also urged voters to oppose two 

Senate bills aimed at national concealed carry 

reciprocity. Brady President Dan Gross called the 

measures the “George Zimmerman Armed Vigilante 

Acts.” 

“Imagine that,” their website message stated, 

“George Zimmermans walking your streets. Armed 

and dangerous. That’s the gun lobby’s vision for 

America. But it’s not ours.” 

The message continued, vilifying concealed carry 

laws because they would not “prevent someone like 

Zimmerman – who had an arrest record and a violent 

past – from getting a concealed carry permit…” 

In a personal appeal, Gross contended the shooting 

of 17-year-old Martin is how the NRA would like the 

United States to be. 

“The NRA’s vision is an America that looks just 

like Florida,” he stated, “where it’s easy for criminals 

and dangerous people to get, carry, and use guns. The 

NRA wants us to be a nation without any gun laws, a 

nation where just about anybody can get a gun and 

take it anywhere. Their leaders and spokespeople use 

fear, paranoia and misleading notions of self-defense 

to justify flooding our streets with armed and violent 

people, and the result is more tragedies like 

Trayvon’s” 

The Brady Campaign’s entry into this fray 

followed several days of editorials and newspaper 

opinion columns, all demanding repeal or amendment 

of Florida’s “Stand-Your-Ground” statute. The gun 

prohibition lobby strenuously opposed such laws in 

Florida and other states, claiming that they would lead 

to an upswing in violence. 

True enough, there has been an increase in 

homicides in the Sunshine State, but prosecutors have 

declined to file charges in several cases, where self-

defense has been claimed by the shooters, and there 

apparently was not sufficient evidence to disprove that 

argument. 

However, as new York Daily News columnist S.A. 

Cupp noted, “…since instituting its right-to-carry law 

in 1987, the Florida murder rate as averaged 36% 

lower than before the law took effect, while the U.S. 

murder rate has averaged 15% lower. 

“The results are similar in other states. Florida’s 

“very lax” gun laws actually reduce crime,” she 

added. “That’s because criminals respect guns, not 

laws. Polling of incarcerated felons suggests that an 

untold number of violent crimes were not committed 

because the would-be victim was known to have a 

gun.” 

Zimmerman, a registered Democrat, was portrayed 

as a vigilante who got away with murder, while 

Martin was initially portrayed as an innocent juvenile 

while the press continued to use a photo of him at 

about age 12. Photos of Martin as a teen, however, 

were not as sympathetic, especially images of tattoos 

purportedly to have been on the teen’s arm. 

Also, reporters and on-line journalists uncovered 

texts alleged to have been Martin’s on Twitter before 

the account was shut down a few days after his death. 

It turns out the teen had been “tweeting” as 

“No_Limit_N—A,” a self-imposed slur. The GunMag 

April/2012 

 

VA ends one-gun-a-month, Bloomberg 

howls 
Virginia gun rights activists are happy, New York 

Mayor Michael Bloomberg is furious and the New 

York Times laments the erosion of gun control in the 

wake of Virginia's repeal of its one-gun-per-month 

statute, adopted almost 19 years ago. 

The law was passed after a study that purported to 

show two out of every five guns recovered in New 

York crimes had come from Virginia. 

But nowadays, with new technology and the onset 

of the National Instant Check System (NICS), a 

Virginia legislator told the New York Daily News that 

the statute had not accomplished much for law 

enforcement. 

"I think Virginians deserve effective laws, and one 

handgun a month has been overtaken by technology 

and improved background checks," Delegate Scott 

Lingamfelter (R-Prince William) told the newspaper. 

"Criminals don't go into gun stores, stand there in the 

bright light, hand over their driver's license and stand 

there and wait for the vendor to see if they have a 

criminal record." 

Lingamfelter sponsored the repeal legislation, and 

Bloomberg blasted it after it was signed by Virginia 

Gov. Bob McDonnell. 

"Virginia is the No. 1 out-of-state source of crime 

guns in. New York, and one of the top suppliers of 

crime guns nationally," Bloomberg told the New York 

Post. 
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He lamented over the recent shootings of two New 

York City police officers by criminals using guns that 

had been traced to Virginia. 

"If they care about innocent people and police 

officers being shot, they should be strengthening laws 

— as we have done in New York—to keep guns away 

from criminals, not weakening them," Bloomberg told 

the newspaper. "This is only going to make matters 

worse." 

But Lingamfelter told the newspaper, "If you really 

want to get after gun crime, you get after people who 

use guns illegally. You don't punish law-abiding 

citizens." 

Virginia's one-gun-a-month statute did not prevent 

Virginia Tech mass killer Seung Hui Cho from 

purchasing the two handguns he used in that 2007 

crime, even though McDonnell was lobbied by a 

survivor of that shooting to veto the repeal measure. 

Meanwhile, the New York Times editorialized 

against the repeal. 

"The retreat means gunrunners can once again 

stock up in Virginia without inhibition and then deal 

guns in neighboring states where sales are more 

restricted," the newspaper said. "The public knows the 

dangers — and what is needed...The politicians have 

other priorities. Gun control has been eroding 

nationally in the face of the gun lobby's cash and 

political threats." 

The editorial pointed to a recent poll that indicated 

66% of Virginia residents wanted to retain the one-

gun law. 

But Chris Cox, executive director of the National 

Rifle Association's Institute for Legislative Action, 

called the one-gun law a burden on law-abiding 

citizens. 

"Gov. McDonnell and the Virginia General 

Assembly should be commended for removing this 

law and for working to place the full burden of 

Virginia's criminal justice laws on the criminals," Cox 

said. The GunMag April/2012 

 

DC deputy mayor tells resident ‘be injured' 

in crime, `you'll heal' 
Gun rights activists were outraged over remarks 

from Paul Quander, deputy mayor for public safety in 

the District of Columbia, made during a public 

meeting in which he advised a city resident that it 

might be better to suffer a beating than defend 

yourself with a firearm. 

Quander's remarks were discovered on video by a 

reporter for the Washington Times. TGM reviewed 

the video, and here's what the deputy mayor stated, in 

response to a question about crime in the district. 

"The problem is," he said, "if you are armed, it 

escalates the situation. It is much better, in my 

opinion, to be scared, to be frightened, and even if you 

have to be, to be injured, but to walk away and 

survive. You'll heal, and you can replace whatever 

was taken away. But the trauma of that gun shot to 

you or to someone else is traumatic, and when citizens 

start firing then it may not be the bandit that you hit 

but someone else, so there's always a risk..." 

The remark streaked across several gun rights 

forums. Quander's comments were roundly 

condemned by gun activists from as far away as 

Kodiak, AK. 

From one Washington to the other, Quander's 

comment came just days before a leading gun 

prohibitionist out in Washington State told a reporter 

that people should use a knife or baseball bat to 

defend their homes, but not firearms. 

Ralph Fascitelli, president of Washington 

Ceasefire, was interviewed by KOMO News, the 

Seattle ABC affiliate, as his organization launched a 

$50,000 advertising campaign urging people to 

"Think Twice about having a gun in your home." His 

group purchased billboard space on the sides of buses 

in King and Snohomish counties that carry the 

message. The GunMag April/2012 

 

Robber's buyback scheme fails 
Authorities say a Florida man was arrested after he 

dropped his gun during a robbery and returned to the 

scene to try and buy it back from his intended victims, 

according to the NBC Miami station. 

Cedrick Mitchell, 39, who has a prior criminal 

record, faces charges of armed home invasion and 

resisting an officer. He is being held without bond in 

Manatee County Jail. 

Police said Mitchell entered a motel room and 

asked for pills from the two men inside. When they 

responded that they didn't have any, Mitchell took out 

his gun and told the men "everything you got," 

according to the Bradenton Herald. 

Mitchell dropped his gun when the men began to 

fight with him. One intended victim hit him with 

pepper spray and Mitchell ran away. But he returned 

to the motel room minutes later and offered the men 
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$40 in exchange for the gun he dropped. Instead he 

got pepper-sprayed again. 

Police nabbed him when he was running away. The 

GunMag April/2012 

 

ATF bags gun conspirators 
From the "How Stupid Is That?" file comes the 

story out of Stockton, CA, where agents with the 

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives 

(ATF) arrested two men for conspiring to buy and sell 

machineguns and other 

firearms. 

The problem for suspects Dennis William Estes 

and Kevin John Webber is that they did this stuff with 

undercover federal officers. 

According to the ATF and Outdoor Wire, Estes and 

Webber were arrested when they met with the 

undercover cops to "conspire to manufacture and sell 

firearms without a license" on Feb. 24. Before the pair 

could say "Oops," they were being fitted with 

handcuffs. 

An ATF press release said that the investigation 

began last November, as agents conducted what was 

described as a "proactive firearms trafficking 

investigation." They made undercover purchases of 

several firearms from Estes, including what were 

described as "two suspected machineguns, AR 15-

type weapons, AK 47 rifle, silencer, as well as other 

long guns and handguns." Webber "aided and abetted" 

the deals. 

Estes allegedly also attempted to buy an M-60 

machinegun during the fateful Feb. 24 meet. The 

capper to all of this is that Estes is prohibited by law 

from possessing firearms because he's got prior felony 

convictions. The GunMag April/2012 

 

Pistol donated with piano 
Always remember where you store your guns. 

Police say an unloaded pistol was found recently 

inside a piano that was donated years ago to Whitehall 

Healthcare Center in Pittsfield Township, a southeast 

Michigan nursing home. 

AnnArbor.com reported that staff found the gun in 

February in a case inside the piano. 

April 2012 

Pittsfield Township Deputy Police Chief Gordy 

Schick says he suspects the Ruger .22 caliber pistol 

was hidden long before the musical instrument was 

donated to the home. 

Schick says police checked a state database but 

found no registered owner for the gun. They 

reportedly were trying to determine the gun's last 

owner by checking the serial number against Bureau 

of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives 

records. The GunMag April/2012 

 

Gang member Darwin winners 
Two men with long criminal histories that included 

gang affiliations and prison terms apparently 

quarreled over a woman outside a south Seattle 

restaurant and ended up killing each other. 

The killings were part of a sudden spike in murders 

for the Jet City, which has typically posted only a 

handful of slayings annually for a city of its size. 

When George Hendricks Jr. and Lucky M. Dozier 

fatally wounded one another, it drove the city's 

homicides to nine for the first two months of the year. 

For all of 2011, the city posted 20 murders. 

According to published reports, Dozier, 33, was 

affiliated with the Bloods and Hendricks was linked to 

the 74 Hoover Crips. Dozier spent time in prison for 

first-degree robbery, and Hendricks had convictions 

for auto theft, drugs and illegal possession of a 

firearm. 

Neither man could legally own, much less carry, a 

firearm. 

A third shooting victim, identified by the Seattle P-

I.com as Precious Reed Jr. was also killed by an 

unknown assailant while walking in or near Woodland 

Park. He was affiliated with the Black Gangster 

Disciples. The GunMag April/2012 

 

`Cannon' play can kill 
Talk about quirky news stories, consider this one. 

Authorities arrested a 39-year-old man suspected 

of killing his girlfriend on March 6 by shooting a 

homemade cannon into a room of their remote 

California trailer home, according to Reuters news 

service. 

Richard Dale Fox, who was treated for wounds he 

suffered in the blast, was booked on suspicion of 

detonating an explosive device in a manner resulting 

in death, said San Diego Sheriff's Department 

homicide Sergeant David Martinez. 

The bizarre blast and death occurred in a remote 

area just north of the California town of Potrero, less 

than 40 miles inland from San Diego. 

Martinez said it was "too early to say" if the 

morning blast was accidental, but authorities had 
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previously indicated Fox was drinking at the time and 

that he was distraught as emergency responders 

arrived at the trailer home. 

Authorities declined to comment on the nature of 

the homemade cannon or the projectile it fired, but 

Martinez said Fox used explosive powder from 

fireworks to ignite the "contraption." 

The woman inside the home who was killed by the 

cannon blast was Fox's 38-year-old girlfriend, 

Martinez said. Officials had earlier described her as 

Fox's wife and had said her age was 33. 

The name of the woman, who police said died at 

the scene of shrapnel wounds, was not immediately 

released. The GunMag April/2012 

 

NJ mayor turns down MAIG; is member of 

SAF, NRA 
by Dave Workman, Senior Editor 

The part-time mayor of a small northwest New 

Jersey community added insult to injury by not only 

turning down an invitation to join Mayors Against 

Illegal Guns (MAIG), but by also making his 

allegiances clear. 

He belongs to the Second Amendment Foundation 

(SAF) and National Rifle Association (NRA), and 

is—in his own words—“committed to giving gun 

rights (my) political support.” Jonathan Rose, 32, was 

elected mayor of Sussex, NJ, last fall after having 

served a couple of terms on the city council. A 

Republican, Rose is an accomplished hunter and gun 

owner who learned one night a few years ago the 

value of a firearm for personal protection. 

He told TGM that he had hunted as a youngster, 

but when he was about 24 years old, after purchasing 

his first house, he arrived one day to find that it had 

been burglarized and he lost several valuable tools 

from the garage. 

When police arrived to take a report, he was 

advised that the culprits might come back to steal 

other tools that were inside the house. Rose stayed 

there that night unarmed, and he thought all night long 

about what might happen if the burglars returned. The 

next night, he was armed with a shotgun borrowed 

from his father. 

“For the first time,” he said in a telephone 

interview, “I realized the comfort that comes from 

knowing I could defend myself.” Rose is a private 

contractor who deals with computer issues, and his 

service as a part-time mayor fits well with his small 

town lifestyle. Born in the Sussex region, he grew up 

there and put himself through Rutgers University 

while working as an auto mechanic and later as a 

machinist. He now has degrees in Computer Science, 

Physics and Mathematics. 

Within weeks of his election as mayor last fall, 

Rose recalled, the invitation from MAIG arrived. 

“I don’t really like that organization much,” he 

said, “and they’ve been on the wrong side of gun 

issues. I don’t like their position on person-to-person 

gun transfers, the so-called gun show loophole.” His 

decline was polite but terse, and the next thing he did 

was contact SAF. 

Rose is something of a rare politician in New 

Jersey, where it is unusual for a municipal leader to 

voice support for gun ownership and Second 

Amendment rights. He told TGM that he has two 

carry permits, one from Florida and the other from 

Connecticut. Neither is good in New Jersey, and he 

acknowledged that getting a permit in the Garden 

State is extremely difficult. 

Despite the state’s onerous gun laws, however, he 

does own several firearms, including handguns, rifles 

and shotguns. He remains an avid hunter, and has 

even traveled to Hungary to shoot pheasants. In a 

note, he wrote, “A favorite winter Saturday would 

involve bagging a deer in the morning, dropping it off 

at the local German butcher to be turned into venison 

sausage, and then taking his chainsaw to a few trees to 

turn into firewood that afternoon.” The GunMag 

April/2012 

 

WI anti-Gunners 

want identities of 

CCP holders 
By Dave Workman, 

Senior Editor 

A gun prohibitionist 

organization in Wisconsin 

is demanding a change in 

that state’s fledgling 

concealed carry law that will allow anti-gunners 

access to the names of people who possess concealed 

carry permits. 

The revelation came from WEAU news. 

The Wisconsin Anti-Violence Effort (WAVE) 

started calling for the law change before the state’s 

carry statute was six months old. The group ran into a 

roadblock when the state Department of Justice said 

the statute, which took effect last Nov. 1, includes a 

provision that forbids the disclosure of CCP 

http://www.thegunmag.com/
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information unless it is related to an on-going criminal 

case. 

Permit applications are nudging the 100,000 mark, 

and more than 83,000 have been issued, according to 

WEAU. The state has also denied about two percent 

of applications so far, but there was no indication 

why. 

Badger State gun owners had struggled for several 

years to get a concealed carry statute on the books. 

Twice, former anti-gun Democrat Gov. Jim Doyle had 

vetoed concealed carry bills, but pro-gun Republican 

Scott Walker, who had vowed to sign the legislation, 

did just that in 2011. Almost immediately after the 

law took effect, the state had tens of thousands of 

applications to process. 

Wisconsin’s adoption of a carry law leaves only 

Illinois without some form of legal carry for personal 

protection. 

WAVE’s Jeri Bonavia told a reporter she wants to 

know who is getting CCPs in Wisconsin. In an 

interview with WEAU, she said “When this law was 

being discussed we were promised that the people 

who would get these conceal carry permits would be 

the most law abiding people in the state. And we want 

to know whether or not that’s true.” 

However, gun owners have a far different take on 

the issue, and they contend that WAVE wants to 

violate their privacy. People who apply for, and 

receive, a CCP go through a criminal background 

check. One man, Martin Brill, told the news station 

that even the sheriff’s department cannot just ask 

someone of they have a permit. 

“The sheriff’s department can’t ask anyone of they 

have a conceal carry when they stop them,” he said. 

“Why should it be made public?” 

WAVE is conducting an on-line campaign to 

pressure businesses into barring legally-armed citizens 

from their premises. The campaign, dubbed “Reclaim 

Wisconsin,” appears to be supported by the anti-gun 

Joyce Foundation. 

According to the Associated Press, Wisconsin is 

one of 20 states that protect the privacy of legally 

armed citizens. Twenty-five other states, including 

California and New York, allow public access to those 

records. 

But a spokesman for the National Rifle Association 

told the Associated Press that digging into the 

identities of permit holders is a “function of law 

enforcement.” 

“There’s no need for these people to have their 

privacy compromised,” said NRA Public Affairs 

Director Andrew Arulanandam. 

He said publicizing the identities of legally-armed 

citizens is “a blatant invasion of their privacy.” The 
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VIDEO – AG Holder From 1995: 

‘brainwash’ people away from guns 
By Dave Workman, Senior Editor 

When Eric Holder was a deputy attorney general in 

1995 under the Clinton Administration, he launched 

an effort to discourage young people from carrying 

guns, and when he talked to a Democrat women’s 

group about it, he said people needed to be 

“brainwashed” into thinking differently about 

firearms. 

A video of his remarks surfaced recently from 

Breitbart, and in its wake, gun rights activists are 

suggesting that this is a smoking gun that explains 

why Holder’s Justice Department launched Operation 

Fast and Furious: to promote a new gun control 

agenda. 

“One thing that I think is clear with young people 

and with adults as well,” Holder told the Woman’s 

National Democratic Club, “is that we have to be 

repetitive about this. It’s not enough to simply have a 

catchy ad on a Monday and then only do it on a 

Monday. We need to do this every day of the week 

and just really brainwash people into thinking about 

guns in a vastly different way.” 

The video, recorded by C-SPAN, was unearthed by 

Breitbart and posted on that group’s website. Within 

hours, it had raced across cyberspace and gun owners 

in particular were making hay out of it. Reader 

comments on Breitbart’s website were largely 

negative. 

“This is proof that Fast and Furious was a false flag 

operation and this man and the President should be 

arrested for murder of the not only the countless 

deaths in Mexico, but for the border patrol man killed 

by one of the very weapons they gave to the Mexican 

drug cartels,” said one Breitbart reader. 

Holder told his 1995 audience that his campaign 

would reach out to celebrities, athletes and school 

officials, the latter whom he hoped would “make a 

part of everyday an anti-violence, anti-gun message.” 

Alan Gottlieb, chairman of the Citizens Committee 

for the Right to Keep and Bear Arms, told TGM that 

he remembered Holder’s comments from almost 17 
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years ago. 

“I’m glad that Breitbart dug that up,” he said. 

Neither Senator Charles Grassley nor Congressman 

Darrell Issa, two Capitol Hill Republicans who have 

been investigating Operation Fast and Furious for 

more than a year, commented on Breitbart’s exercise 

in déjà vu. 

Many believe that Fast and Furious was an 

operation launched deliberately to allow guns to walk 

into Mexico so the Obama administration could push 

a new gun control initiative through Congress. An 

estimated 2,000 guns were walked during the 

operation, which abruptly ended with the murder of 

Border Patrol agent Brian Terry in mid-December 

2010. 

Gun trafficking from that operation apparently was 

used as a catalyst for the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 

Firearms and Explosives to issue a demand letter to 

firearms retailers in four Southwest states to report all 

multiple sales of long guns. The GunMag April/2012 
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Beyond the headlines of judge's ruling in 

the Maryland CCW case 
By Joseph P. Tartaro, Executive Editor 

What do Dick Anthony Heller, Otis McDonald, 

Raymond Woollard, Alan Kachalsky and Jeffrey 

Muller have in common? Simple answer: they were 

all denied their constitutional right to arms and self-

defense by different local or state governments, and 

all went to federal court for redress. 

After years in the courts, two of them—Heller and 

McDonald—have had their moral and constitutional 

rights partially restored. On March 2, a federal district 

court in Maryland answered Woollard's plea, 

overturning a portion of Maryland's restrictive law 

regulating the issuance of concealed carry licenses. 

Kachalsky and Muller lost the first round in federal 

district courts in New York and New Jersey, 

respectively, and appeals have been filed in both their 

cases. 

The judge's decision in the Woollard case is likely 

to be appealed by the state of Maryland. 

The Woollard, Kachalsky and Muller cases were 

all first filed in 2010, all with support from the Second 

Amendment Foundation and firearms civil rights 

organizations in their home states. All three lawsuits 

are related philosophically in that they challenge the 

"good cause" requirements of the discretionary 

licensing systems in the three Eastern Seaboard states. 

However, the appellate courts which would review the 

three cases are different and cover different regions of 

the United States. 

It will take time for the three cases to be reviewed 

and decided by 2nd and 4th Federal Courts of Appeal, 

and it will take even more time for any or all of the 

cases to be adjudicated in those courts. If one or all of 

these cases ends up being appealed to the US Supreme 

Court, you can add even more months and years to the 

legal decision-making process...and that's if the high 

court decides to hear such a case. 

On March 6, the Baltimore Sun reported that 

constitutional law scholars believe that "the recent 

federal court decision overturning a portion of 

Maryland's gun-control law will likely be upheld 

on appeal and called the ruling groundbreaking given 

the liberalism of the state from which it came." 

The decision by federal District Court Judge 

Benson E. Legg not only dealt with Maryland's 

licensing law it also broadly interpreted the Second 

Amendment beyond the specific language of Heller 

and McDonald to "extending beyond the home." Thus, 

the Woollard decision is the first clear and 

unambiguous "bear arms" decision. 

Judge Legg's 21-page decision in the Woollard 

case got a lot of attention from constitutional law 

scholars on the Internet. Curiously, even the law 

professors who lean toward limiting gun rights tended 

to agree with Legg's reasoning. 

"The idea here is that if this is a constitutional 

right, like all the other constitutional rights, then you 

shouldn't need the government's permission to 

exercise it," Randy E. Barrett, a professor at 

Georgetown University Law Center in Washington, 

told the Baltimore Sun. "I think that the basic 

theory...is an extremely powerful one, that would give 

it a good shot at any court of appeals." 

Before the Woollard ruling, Maryland was among 

a handful of states that follow an arbitrary and 

discretionary "may issue" policy for gun-carry 

permits, leaving the distribution of such licenses up to 

the discretion of local authorities after basic criteria 

are met. In addition to proving that they weren't 

dangerous felons or addicts, Maryland applicants were 

required to show that they had a "good and substantial 
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reason" for carrying a gun, and it was up to the 

discretion of the superintendent of Maryland's state 

police to determine if an applicant's rationale passed 

muster. 

Judge Legg's decision struck down that "arbitrary 

and discretionary" requirement and effectively shifted 

Maryland toward a "shall issue" policy, like about 40 

states that automatically issue gun-carry permits once 

basic safety criteria are met. 

Most of the states that are now classified as "Right 

to Carry" statizts got that way through legislative 

action supported by vigorous grassroots campaigning 

for the right to bear arms for self-defense. Public 

opinion also has supported the concept of a fair and 

reasonable standard for issuing licenses. Meanwhile, 

the Utopian legal principle that no license should be 

required for concealed carry outside the home that 

was maintained at one time exclusively by Vermont 

has spread to other states, and another half-dozen are 

considering similar laws. 

The only state that has neither a "shall issue" nor 

"may issue" licensing system is Illinois, and there the 

issue is being addressed in the state legislature as well 

as the federal court system. 

What is fascinating to watch is theway some 

lawyers and politicians continue to pursue anti-gun, 

anti-constituent policies in spite of court decisions like 

the 2008 

Heller and 2010 McDonald rulings by the Supreme 

Court. But Chicago and the District of Columbia have 

tried to get around the high court's rulings against 

them by contriving new ordinances that frustrate court 

rulings. 

Now, the Washington Times reports that "after four 

years of trying to hide from the Supreme Court's 

Heller decision, Washington realized its gun laws had 

to change. On March 6, the DC Council voted 

unanimously to relax firearm registration 

requirements. The process to fix the law started just a 

few weeks after The Washington Times began a series 

documenting the District's excessive hurdles to gun 

ownership." 

The newspaper reported that the proposal will 

eliminate the five-hour training course requirement, 

ballistics test, vision test and ammunition restrictions, 

imposed after the Heller decision. It also delays for 

two years the new re-registration and micro-stamping 

requirements and allows the mayor to act as a gun, 

dealer if there is no other federal firearms licensee in 

the city. 

The DC proposal could still be amended before 

final passage, but Judiciary Committee Chairman Phil 

Mendelson does not expect significant changes. 

Mayor Vincent Gray supports the bill and is expected 

to sign it. 

The bill, however, does not lift the city's ban on the 

use of guns for personal protection outside of the 

home, and federal lawsuits to deal with that question 

have already been filed. 

It's a slow process, but it appears that gun rights are 

being won one lawsuit, one decision at a time. DC 

deputy mayor tells resident ‘be injured' in crime, 

`you'll heal' 

Gun rights activists were outraged over remarks 

from Paul Quander, deputy mayor for public safety in 

the District of Columbia, made during a public 

meeting in which he advised a city resident that it 

might be better to suffer a beating than defend 

yourself with a firearm. 

Quander's remarks were discovered on video by a 

reporter for the Washington Times. TGM reviewed 

the video, and here's what the deputy mayor stated, in 

response to a question about crime in the district. 

"The problem is," he said, "if you are armed, it 

escalates the situation. It is much better, in my 

opinion, to be scared, to be frightened, and even if you 

have to be, to be injured, but to walk away and 

survive. You'll heal, and you can replace whatever 

was taken away. But the trauma of that gun shot to 

you or to someone else is traumatic, and when citizens 

start firing then it may not be the bandit that you hit 

but someone else, so there's always a risk..." 

The remark streaked across several gun rights 

forums. Quander's comments were roundly 

condemned by gun activists from as far away as 

Kodiak, AK. 

From one Washington to the other, Quander's 

comment came just days before a leading gun 

prohibitionist out in Washington State told a reporter 

that people should use a knife or baseball bat to 

defend their homes, but not firearms. 

Ralph Fascitelli, president of Washington 

Ceasefire, was interviewed by KOMO News, the 

Seattle ABC affiliate, as his organization launched a 

$50,000 advertising campaign urging people to 

"Think Twice about having a gun in your home." His 

group purchased billboard space on the sides of buses 

in King and Snohomish counties that carry the 

message. The GunMag April/2012 
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CCRKBA Grassroots Legislative Alert 
by Tanya Metaksa  

State Legislation  

Check your state for latest updates  

Alabama: The Alabama legislature convened on 

February 7, 2012. It will meet for 30 calendar days 

within a 105-calendar day period. Currently two bills 

relating to allowing employees to keep firearms in 

locked vehicles on employers parking lots have been 

introduced. HB209 has been assigned to the 

Commerce and Small Business Committee and SB331 

is awaiting action in the Senate Business and Labor 

Committee. 

Alaska: The Alaska legislature holds over 

legislation from its first session (odd years) to its 

second session (even years) when those bills have not 

been voted on. Three pro-gun bills have been held 

over. House Bill 83, establishing an apprentice 

hunting program; House Bill 80, extending the legal 

use of defensive deadly force, passed the House in 

2011 and is currently before the Senate Judiciary 

Committee; and Senate Bill 105 that designated the 

pre-1964 Winchester Model 70 .30-06 as the state 

firearm. 

Arizona: On Jan. 30 Sen. Ron Gould introduced 

Senate Bill 1474 to prohibit any public university, 

college or community college from banning a 

concealed carry permit holder from carrying a firearm 

on its property. Additionally this bill prohibits these 

institutions from adopting any policies that regulate 

the transportation or storage of firearms. 

On Feb. 6 the Senate Judiciary Committee passed 

the bill 5-3. 

HR 2457, allowing a hunter to defend himself by 

carrying an additional firearm for self-protection, was 

given a “do pass” from the House Energy and Natural 

Resource Committee and therefore will be scheduled 

for a vote by the full House of Representatives. 

HR 2728, a bill allowing hunters to lawfully use 

suppressors on firearms for hunting, passed the 

Arizona House on a 42-14 vote. 

HB 2729, a bill to remove restrictions on carrying a 

firearm, has passed both the Military Affairs and 

Public Safety and the Rules Committees and is 

awaiting floor action. 

California: Several bills have been held over from 

2011. Senate Resolution 10 supporting a re-enactment 

of the 1994 Federal “Assault” Weapons bill that 

expired in 2004, encouraging the federal government 

to target “corrupt” gun dealers and asking the 

Congress to pass legislation to stem 

firearms being transferred to Mexico 

passed the Senate Public Safety 

Committee 4-2. 

Senate Bill 313, a pro- gun bill, 

was voted down in the Senate Public Safety 

Committee. This bill would have exempted older and 

discontinued handguns, allowing them to be sold from 

FFLs inventories without undergoing the California 

handgun-testing requirement. 

Assemblyman Portantino (D), the author of AB 

144, banning the open carrying of unloaded handguns, 

introduced AB 1527 to ban openly displaying long 

guns in public on Jan. 23. 

Colorado: Colorado already has a “Castle 

Doctrine” law pertaining to private homes. 

On Jan. 17 House Bill 1088, to extend the use of 

deadly force to businesses, was introduced with 20 co-

sponsors. It is a companion to Senate Bill 25. Both 

HB 1048, a bill to remove the Colorado InstaCheck 

system as it is duplicative of the National Instant 

Check System (NCIS) and HB 1064, a prohibition on 

governmental agencies seizing firearms and restricting 

citizens Second Amendment rights during a declared 

emergency, passed the House on Feb. 17. It is 

scheduled for the Senate State, Veterans and Military 

Affairs Committee on March 5. It is predicted that the 

Democrat controlled Senate will not be so friendly. 

Florida: The Florida legislature is in session from 

Jan. 10 to March 9 this year. In 2011 the Florida 

legislature passed HB 45, preventing counties and 

cities from enacting firearms laws more stringent than 

state law. In December Rep. Lori Berman filed a bill, 

HB 1087, that would allow counties and cities to ban 

guns from childcare centers and government 

buildings. Besides HB-1087 and its companion bill, 

SB-1340, there are 12 other anti-gun bills. As soon as 

it becomes clear which ones are moving in the 

legislature, we will include the information. 

Pro-gun legislation includes: SB-154 and HB-513, 

allowing licensed security officers to detain persons 

on premises in certain circumstance; SB-602 and HB-

313, to limit landowner liability when hunters are 

given permission to hunt; SB-998 and HB-463, 

allowing members and veterans of the US military to 

get a concealed carry or firearm license regardless of 

age or US residency. 

HB-463 passed both the House and Senate 

unanimously and is on its way to the governor. 



Georgia: State Rep. Sean Jerguson stated that he 

would introduce legislation to allow persons with 

Right-to-Carry permits who are 21 years of age and 

older to carry handguns on Georgia campuses. 

Rep. Spencer has pre-filed HB 679, a bill that 

would allow Georgians to carry concealed without a 

permit. 

House Bill 735, to change the current Georgia 

Right-to-Carry law that does not require mandatory 

training, would now mandate a firearms training class 

within one year of applying for a permit. 

On Jan. 31 the Georgia Senate passed Senate Bill 

301, to allow lawfully possessed suppressors for 

hunting, by an overwhelming margin of 48-5. 

Sen. Don Balfour introduced Senate Bill 350, a bill 

to return seized firearms to owners or to be sold, on 

Jan. 27. This bill was unanimously reported out of the 

Senate Judiciary Committee on February 8. Sen. 

Balfour is intending to add a “parking lot” amendment 

to Senate Bill 350 when it comes to the Senate floor. 

The Georgia Chamber of Commerce is opposed to this 

legislation. 

Hawaii: The Hawaii legislature has convened with 

several hold over bills to be considered. 

Anti-gun Senate Bill 2975, to require all 

gunowners to report stolen firearms within 72 hours, 

was heard in the Senate Public Safety, Government 

Operations and Military Affairs on Feb. 9. The 

Committee deferred consideration of this bill. 

Additionally a companion bill, House Bill 2029, has 

not been scheduled for a hearing. As all bills must be 

passed in their respective Houses before a March 8 

deadline, it is unlikely that either bill will be 

considered this year. 

HB 679, a bill to limit liability for firearms 

instructors, passed the Public Safety and Military 

Affairs Committee and is scheduled for a hearing in 

the Judiciary Committee. 

Illinois: Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel (D), 

former political advisor and chief of staff to President 

Obama, has proposed an Illinois handgun registration 

scheme. In order to implement the registration House 

Bill 5831 would require a $65 registration fee for each 

handgun with a $25 renewal fee every five years was 

introduced. Emanuel has been twisting arms to pass 

House Bill 5831 as well as House Bill 5167 that 

would implement a 2% tax on ammunition purchases 

to be used for funding a Crime Center Trauma Center. 

On Feb. 22 the House Executive Committee gave both 

House Bill 5831 and House Bill 5167 a “do pass” 

recommendation by a 7-4 vote. The Committee 

changed the registration fee to $25 per handgun and 

$20 for renewals. 

The Illinois House Rules Committee took up three 

anti-gun bills on Jan. 24 and passed them. The bills 

include House Bill 1294, banning many 

semiautomatic firearms including .50 caliber rifles 

and ammunition; House Bill 1599, classifies many 

semi-automatic firearms as “semi-automatic assault 

weapons” and classifies any ammunition of “. 50 

caliber or higher” and “high capacity ammunition” 

and creates enhanced felony penalties for possessing 

of these firearms or ammunition; and finally House 

Bill 1855, that will make victims of firearms’ theft a 

criminal if they fail to report the theft “within 72 

hours after obtaining knowledge of the theft.” Rep. 

Edward Acevedo (D-2) has introduced all three of 

these bills. 

House Bill 1294, a gun bill, is also awaiting action 

on the House Floor. 

Several more anti-gun bills have been introduced in 

the House: House Bill 3809 makes it a crime to 

transfer a gun to someone known to be a “street gang 

member;” HB 4149, requiring all private sales of 

handguns to go through an FFL dealer, and HB 4457, 

increases penalties for those carrying firearms without 

a FOID card. 

Senate Bill 3218, a companion bill to HB 3809, 

was heard in the Criminal Law Committee and did not 

get the approval of the Committee. 

Indiana: After an Indiana Supreme Court ruling 

that citizens could not legally resist illegal police 

entry, Senate Bill 0001 was introduced and passed the 

Correction, Criminal and Civil Matters Committee by 

a vote of 8-0 and then passed the Senate on a 45-5 

vote. The Indiana House added an amendment before 

passing the bill 74-24, thus returning it to the Senate 

for concurrence. Senate Bill 243, to allow suppressors 

to be used while hunting, passed the Senate by a 42-8 

vote and now goes to the House. Current Indiana law 

allows the use of legally owned suppressors for 

everything but hunting. 

Senate Bill 315, to reform Indiana’s charitable 

gaming laws to allow Friends of NRA fundraising 

events to comply with Indiana gaming statutes, passed 

the Senate with no dissenting votes and on Feb. 15 

passed the House Public Policy Committee by 8-0. It 

was to be considered by the full House but has not 

been as of March 3. 



Iowa: Senate Joint Resolution 2001 and House 

Joint Resolution 2001 are companion bills “nullifying 

an administrative rule of the Natural Resource 

Commission prohibiting the use of lead shot for 

hunting mourning doves.” HJR 2001 passed the Iowa 

House of Representatives by a vote of 73-27. House 

Joint Resolution 2009, the Iowa Right to Keep and 

Bear Arms Constitutional Amendment was reported 

out of the House Public Safety Subcommittee on a 2-1 

vote. On Feb. 29, the House Democrats walked out of 

the House Chamber to protest the passage of House 

Resolution 2009. After adding an amendment that had 

been stripped from the bill in committee, House 

Resolution 2009 passed 61-27 with only one 

Democrat, Brian Quirk, voting for it. House File 573, 

a bill to allow citizens to protect themselves and their 

family anywhere, passed the House Public Safety 

Subcommittee 2-1 and has been renumbered as House 

File 2215 that passed the House 60-38 on Feb. 29. 

Maine: L.D. 1603, to allow persons with concealed 

carry permits to keep firearms in the vehicles while 

parked in public parking lots, passed the Maine Joint 

Criminal Justice and Public Safety Committee 8-5. 

L.D. 1728, prohibiting the issuance of non-resident 

carry permits to those persons who have been denied a 

permit in their home state, was introduced and 

assigned to committee. 

Maryland: SB 64, a bill to require the state to 

notify machinegun owners to renew their state 

registration, has been introduced and a hearing was 

held by the Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee on 

Feb. 2. 

Massachusetts: A “Castle Doctrine” bill, Senate 

Bill 661, was introduced and a hearing was held on 

Feb. 6, but the Joint Committee has yet to act on the 

legislation. 

Michigan: In 2011 the Senate passed by a 35-1 

margin SB0525, a bill to ensure that Michigan right-

to-carry permits do not expire before the county 

permitting board meets to authorize the renewal. 

Since bills in the Michigan legislature carry over 

from the odd year to the subsequent even year, 

SB0525 was considered by the House on Feb. 14 and 

passed unanimously. The bill was approved by Gov. 

Rick Snyder on Feb. 28 and became effective 

immediately. 

Minnesota: In the 2011 legislative session House 

File 1467 was passed by the Minnesota House by a 

vote of 79-50. This bill is an omnibus bill that 

includes “Castle Doctrine” language, recognition of 

Right-to- Carry permits from other states, and 

“Emergency Powers” language. 

Unfortunately it never passed the Senate. 

As bills are held over in Minnesota, the Senate 

Finance Committee passed the bill on Feb. 9 by a vote 

of 10-5. On Feb. 23 the Senate passed an amended 

version by a 40-23 vote. On Feb. 29 the Senate passed 

it 40-23, however, Gov. Mark Dayton may not sign 

this bill. 

Missouri: Four pro-gun bills have been introduced 

in Missouri: HB 1045, to limit the 2011 reforms to 

Missouri’s gun laws to those persons who renew their 

concealed carry permits after Aug. 28, 2011; HB 

1319, lowering the minimum age for a concealed 

carry permit from 21 to 18; HB 1369, allowing a 

person with a concealed carry permit to carry openly; 

and HB 1641, to make it unlawful for business to 

make any employment sanctions against persons with 

right-to-carry permits or who use a firearm lawfully. 

Nebraska: Three pro-gun bills have been 

introduced in the legislature: LB 785, a “Parking Lot” 

bill; LB 804, a “Castle Doctrine” bill; and LB 807, a 

Rightto- Carry clarification bill and were sent to the 

Judiciary Committee for Committee has heard LB 804 

but no action has been taken to date. LB 785 was 

debated on Feb. 22 but no action was taken. LB 807 

will now be considered by the full legislature. A pro-

hunting constitutional amendment to guarantee the 

right to hunt and fish, 40GCA, is awaiting its third 

reading. Nebraska is a unicameral legislature that has 

only a Senate. Each bill that is considered by the 

Nebraska Senate must be voted on three times before 

it is sent to the governor. 

New Hampshire: Three pro-gun bills, HB 194, HB 

330, and HB 334 have been exiled to an interim study 

committee—killing them for 2012. The only 

remaining pro-gun bill is HB 536, a right-to-carry 

reform bill that has passed the House 180-144. 

New Jersey: On Jan. 30 the Assembly Law and 

Public Safety Committee held a hearing considering 

Assembly Bill 588 and Assembly Bill 1013. AB 1013 

was passed by the Committee and referred to the 

Assembly Appropriations Committee. This bill 

criminalizes the use of a “defaced” firearm if it is used 

while injuring or killing a police officer. 

However, the definition of a “defaced” firearm is 

overly broad and needs to be changed. AB 588 did not 

pass the Committee but was held for further study. 

AB 588 is allegedly a ban on armor piercing 

ammunition, but it is so broad that it would cover 



almost all ammunition including BBs and airsoft 

pellets. 

New Mexico: The legislature has adjourned for 

2012. Two companion bills, Senate Bill 26 and House 

Bill 32, will repeal New Mexico law limiting the 

purchase of long guns to contiguous states. The 

passage of these bills would allow any non-prohibited 

person from any state to purchase long guns in New 

Mexico and allow New Mexicans to purchase long 

guns in other states. The bill has been signed by Gov. 

Susana Martina. 

House Bill 65 is legislation to mandate that the 

New Mexico Department of Public Safety conduct 

NICS background checks. House Bill 206 will allow 

right-to-carry permittees to carry loaded handguns in 

state parks. Both bills were given “do pass” 

recommendations by their respective committees but 

were not voted on before adjournment. 

Oklahoma: HB 2988, allowing the use of deadly 

force in a place of worship, has passed the House 

Judiciary Committee. 

Several other pro-gun measures have been 

introduced: HB 2322, allowing the open carrying of 

firearms on private property; HB 2193, to allow 

ammunition to be kept in a locked vehicle in parking 

lots, and HB 2522, a gun law reform act, was 

approved by the House Public Safety Committee 13-2. 

SB 1173, allowing the open carrying of firearms if 

the person has a concealedcarry license, was passed 

by Public Safety Committee 8-1. SB 1743, allowing 

the use of suppressors while hunting, passed by a 10-1 

vote in the Senate Agriculture and Rural Development 

Committee. SB 1760, an emergency powers bill, 

passed the Senate Public Safety Committee on an 8-1 

vote. 

Oregon: The legislature convened on Feb. 1 for a 

30-day session. Three anti-gun bills and two pro-gun 

bills have been introduced. 

Two bills introduced by Senate President Pro Tem 

Ginny Burdick are SB 1550 and SB1551. SB1550 

increases the public buildings in which one cannot 

carry a gun and makes a violation a Class C felony, 

while SB1551 removes some of the current 

exemptions that allow the carrying of firearms. SB 

1574 is a bad attempt to allow reciprocity for non-

residents by making exemptions very complicated and 

unnecessary. The Senate Judiciary Committee heard 

all three bills on Feb. 8 and Chairman Floyd Prozanski 

(D-4) declared them all dead on arrival. 

Another anti-gun campus ban on guns, Senate Bill 

1594 was defeated by a 15-14 vote on the Senate 

floor. 

HB 4045, a bill that “authorized a person applying 

for concealed handgun license to limit ability of a 

public body to disclose records or information that 

identifies person as applicant for, or holder of, 

concealed handgun license,” was passed by the House 

44-14 and by the Senate 24-5 on March 1 with 

amendments. On March 2 the House by a vote of 54-6 

concurred with the Senate. The bill now goes to Gov. 

John Kitzhaber. HB 4054, “prohibits Public 

Employees’ Benefit Board from authorizing or 

collecting information about firearms,” had a hearing 

but has not been scheduled for a vote. 

Pennsylvania: Two pro-gun bills, HB 1523 and 

HB 1668, have been introduced. HB 1523 is a bill to 

strengthen the pre-emption law by allowing citizens to 

sue municipalities that flaunt Pennsylvania’s 

preemption law by passing more stringent ordinances. 

HB 1668 is a reform to the firearms’ transfer laws to 

make them easier to understand. HB 1523 was 

considered by the House Judiciary Committee on Feb. 

6 and passed 19-4. 

The bill’s consideration on the House floor has 

been rescheduled for the week of March 12. 

South Dakota: House Bill 1132, a Parking Lot bill 

that would stop employees from storing firearms in a 

locked vehicle on company parking lots, was 

introduced on Jan. 23 and passed the House by a vote 

49-15 on Feb. 1. On February 24 the Senate Judiciary 

Committee killed the legislation on a 5-2 vote to 

“defer HB 1132 to the 41st Legislative Day.” House 

Bill 1248, removing the misdemeanor charge from 

carrying a pistol or revolvers without a permit, has 

passed the House on a vote of 50-18. On Feb. 24 the 

Senate State Affairs Committee voted 5-3 to send the 

bill to the full Senate. 

Tennessee: Two bills dealing with employees 

carrying guns onto employers’ parking lots have been 

introduced: Senate Bill 3002 and Senate Bill 2992. 

The Senate Commerce, Labor and Agriculture 

Committee have placed Senate Bill 3002 on the 

March 6 agenda of the Senate Judiciary Committee, 

while Senate Bill 2992 is awaiting consideration. 

House companion bills HB 3559 and HB 3560 

have also been introduced. 

Utah: HB49, sponsored by Rep. Paul Ray, would 

clarify ambiguities in Utah’s Open Carry statutes, 

passed the House on Feb. 21 on a 50-21 vote. The 



Senate Judiciary Committee did not consider the bill 

and returned it to the Rules Committee. HB 117, 

allowing a person with a right-to-carry permit to carry 

a handgun while hunting, passed the House 69-0 and 

then passed the Senate by a vote of 21-0. HB 129, the 

right to defend one’s person and property, passed the 

full House by a vote of 73-0 and on March 1 passed 

the Senate by 19-0. HB 395, to stop the practice of 

taking away firearms rights from persons who have 

been accused of a crime but have not been 

adjudicated, passed the House by a vote of 69-0 and 

has been sent to the Senate. 

Virginia: Anti-gun bills, House Bill 364, and 

House Bill 458 both died in committee. 

Two bills repealing Virginia’s one-gun-a-month 

law were introduced: Senate Bill 323 and House Bill 

940. 

In the first weeks of February both Houses passed 

their respective bills. 

Then on Feb. 13 the full Senate passed House Bill 

940 by a vote of 21-9. On Feb. 28 Gov. Bob 

McDonnell signed the bill into law. 

House Bill 20, adding lawful carrying and transport 

of firearms in an emergency to Virginia’s Emergency 

Powers Law, passed the Assembly unanimously and 

in the Senate by a vote of 36-4 was signed by 

McDonnell on March 1 and will become effective 

July 1. House Bill 754, a bill to deny localities the 

ability to require fingerprints on right-to-carry 

applications, passed the Virginia Senate on a 27-13 

vote and now goes to McDonald for his signature. 

House Bill 22, a gun-buyback bill to make it more 

difficult to hold gun buybacks; House Bill 25, making 

it illegal to publish information about applicants for 

carry permits; House Bill 26, regarding failure to 

present a permit to a law enforcement officer; House 

Bill 48, a Castle Doctrine Bill; House Bill 91, allows 

full-time faculty at colleges and universities, who hold 

handgun carry permits, to carry on campus; House 

Bill 139, allowing anyone who lawfully owns a 

handgun to carry it concealed; House Bill 237, 

transfer the background check from the Virginia State 

Police to NICS; House Bill 288, allows city and 

county Treasurers to carry in courtrooms; House Bill 

375, prohibits local governments from passing 

legislation prohibiting employees from storing 

firearms in their locked vehicles; House Bill 375, 

prohibiting localities from enacting laws to prevent an 

employee from storing a firearm in a locked vehicle, 

passed the House of Delegates 75-25. 

On Feb. 2 five Senate bills were passed in the full 

Senate: Senate Bill 4, a “Castle Doctrine” bill, passed 

23- 17; Senate Bill 67, changes the law so localities 

cannot require fingerprints for Right-to-Carry license 

applicants passed 26-14; Senate Bill 429, a 

modification of the Virginia firearms’ application 

form, passed 36-4; Senate Bill 554, an anti-gun bill 

would make the possession of a firearm in the home 

of an alleged victim subject to a restraining order and 

misdemeanor, passed 29-11; Senate Bill 563, 

clarifying the application procedure for a Right-to-

Carry permit passed 32-8. The Senate by a vote of 29-

11 passed Senate Bill 464, a combination of four bills 

allowing Sunday hunting. However, the House 

Natural Resources subcommittee tabled the bill, 

thereby killing it for the session. Senate Bill 245, an 

emergency powers bill, passed the Senate General 

Laws and Technology Committee 13-2 and is 

expected to have a vote in the full Senate soon. 

The House of Delegates passed House Bill 25 and 

House Bill 754 on Feb. 8. House Bill 48 was passed 

on February 9 by 70-28 and a substitute bill was 

reported from the Senate Courts of Justice Committee 

and subsequently passed 24-16 in the full Senate. On 

February 23, the House of Delegates rejected the 

substitute by a 2-97 vote. House Bill 48 will now be 

considered by a conference Committee to resolve the 

differences and then it will require approval by both 

houses of the legislature. House Bill 25 was referred 

to the Senate Committee for Courts of Justice and was 

defeated, while the same committee passed House Bill 

754 on a 9-6 vote. 

Additionally the Committee on Militia, Police and 

Public Safety held a hearing on House Bill 859, 

allowing permit holders to be exempt from criminal 

background checks; House Bill 1135, reforming the 

out-of-state requirements for carrying a handgun 

concealed; House Bill 1279, charging a prisoner with 

carrying without a permit in addition to violations 

under the prisoner’s code; and several other anti-gun 

proposals. 

A tabling motion dismissed the following anti-gun 

bills: House Bill 716, House Bill 1197, House Bill 

1123 and House Bill 1257. 

Washington: On Feb. 3 all bills in the Washington 

legislature that have not been passed out of their 

respective committees are dead for the session. Thus 

HB 2137, HB 2481 and several other pro-gun bills 

will not be considered. All other bills are required to 

pass in their original Houses by Feb. 14 for 



consideration in 2012. Also, the House passed House 

Bill 1508, a range protection bill, and House Bill 

2471, a background check reform bill, 

overwhelmingly. Senate Bill 6123, a bill to create an 

NRA license plate, has been killed for the year. Two 

bills, SHB 1508 and SHB 2347, have both been 

amended and are now anti-gun bills and are to be 

opposed. 

Additionally after the Bremerton school shooting 

Senate Bill 6628 was introduced. This bill mandates 

storage requirements for gun owners. 

West Virginia: A handgun rationing bill, HB 

2229, would make it a crime to purchase more than 

two handguns within a 30 day period has been 

introduced. 

Several pro-gun bills were introduced. 

Three by the Senate Majority Leader John Unger: 

SB 144 differentiates between hunters and shooters, 

requiring only hunters to carry a hunting license; SB 

149, requiring firearms that are taken by law 

enforcement to be returned to their lawful owners or 

sold at auction with the proceeds to go to the 

government (currently all seized firearms are 

destroyed), passed the Senate unanimously; and SB 

370, allows for employees to store their guns in 

locked vehicles on employer publicly accessible 

parking lots. Senate Bill 353, allowing Right-to-Carry 

permit holders to be exempt from the National Instant 

Check System (NICS), is not only being supported by 

Sen. Unger, but also by Senate President Jeff Kessler. 

Senate Bill 478, creating an apprentice-hunting 

license, has passed the Senate and the House Natural 

Resources Committee has given it a “do pass” 

recommendation. 

Several companion bills have been introduced in 

the House: HB 4495 is the companion for SB 149; HB 

4501 is the companion for SB 478; HB 4502 is the 

companion for SB 370; and HB 4505 is the 

companion to SB 144. 

Wisconsin: AB 311, the Hunting Heritage Act, that 

passed the Assembly on Nov. 1, 2011 by a 84-12 

majority, passed the Senate Natural Resources and 

Environment Committee on a unanimous vote. 

It now goes to the full Senate. Additionally the 

same Senate Committee voted 5-2 on Senate Bill 411, 

a bill to allow the hunting of wolves. Both bills were 

awaiting action on the Senate floor on March 6. 

House Bill 60, a bill to strengthen Wyoming’s 

preemption law, was two votes shy of the needed two-

thirds majority needed to pass it. The GunMag 
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WA Supreme Court denies appeal in Seattle gun 

ban loss 

By Dave Workman, Senior Editor 

The Washington State Supreme Court handed the 

City of Seattle its final loss after declining to review 

the city’s appeal in its attempt to skirt the state 

preemption law and enact a gun ban in city parks 

facilities. 

The city lost initially in King County Superior 

Court and again last Oct. 31 before the State Court of 

Appeals in a civil action filed by the Second 

Amendment Foundation, National Rifle Association, 

Citizens Committee for the Right to Keep and Bear 

Arms, Washington Arms Collectors and five 

individual citizens. The case is known as Winnie 

Chan v. City of Seattle. 

“We are proud that the State Supreme Court panel, 

led by Chief Justice Barbara Madsen, unanimously 

rejected Seattle’s flagrant attempt to override state law 

and violate the civil rights of citizens living in or 

visiting the city,” said Alan Gottlieb, SAF founder and 

executive vice president. “Our plaintiffs were willing 

to stand up to the city and public officials who seem 

determined to transform Seattle into a political gulag 

where a civil right can be dismissed at will in the 

interest of political correctness.” 

“The Washington Supreme Court made the right 

decision in recognizing that the city violated state 

law,” added Chris Cox, executive director of the 

NRA’s Institute for Legislative Action. 

“This decision is a clear indication why it’s 

critically important for states to enact strong 

preemption laws, to prevent local governments from 

imposing a patchwork of firearm restrictions.” 

The case was being closely watched by gun 

prohibitionists across the country who have wanted to 

challenge state preemption laws. Washington’s 

statute, which dates back to 1983, has served as a 

model for similar statutes adopted over the past two 

decades, and if the city had been successful, it could 

have set a precedent for similar challenges. 

Seattle’s attempt to ban guns from city parks 

property dates back to an incident at the annual 

Folklife Festival in May 2008 when – for the first time 

in the event’s history – a non-fatal shooting occurred 

during a fight. Following that incident, then-Mayor 

Greg Nickels, a founding member of Mayors Against 

http://www.thegunmag.com/


Illegal Guns, announced that the city would move to 

ban firearms, even those legally carried openly or 

concealed by law-abiding citizens, from all city 

property. 

Nickels had to retreat from that, however, because 

of the state preemption act, so after months of 

discussion, and after he did not make it through the 

2009 mayoral primary, Nickels announced that a 

parks gun ban would be adopted through an 

administrative code change. It was his position that 

such a code would not violate state preemption 

because it was not adopted as an ordinance. 

But damning evidence was uncovered by SAF and 

Gun Week, which was the predecessor to TGM, in the 

form of a letter Nickels sent to State House Speaker 

Frank Chopp. In that letter, Nickels admitted that the 

city did not have the authority to regulate firearms 

because of the preemption law. 

In addition, Attorney General Rob McKenna, who 

is now running as a Republican for governor against 

anti-gun Democrat Congressman Jay Inslee, advised 

the city in a letter that any kind of ban was outside the 

city’s authority. 

Still, Nickels contended that the parks ban was 

legal, and it was announced a few weeks before 

Nickels left office. 

SAF, NRA and their partners promptly filed a 

lawsuit in King County Superior Court, contending 

that the city was, indeed, acting in violation of state 

preemption. In early 2010, Judge Catherine Shaffer 

ruled in favor of SAF and NRA. By then, Seattle had 

a new mayor, Mike McGinn, but he proved to be just 

as anti-gun as Nickels, and the city appealed. 

That process continued for more than a year, with 

oral arguments before an appeals court panel in early 

2011. The unanimous appellate court ruling, 

upholding Judge Shaffer’s decision, came down last 

autumn, and Seattle promptly requested review. 

Gottlieb was blistering in his criticism of the city. 

“Mayor McGinn and the City Council should be 

ashamed that they pursued this pipe dream in an effort 

to turn the city into a banana republic,” he told TGM. 

“By letting the appeals court ruling stand, other anti-

gun officials in city and county governments are on 

notice that they simply cannot ignore state law.” 

SAF and NRA were represented by attorneys Steve 

Fogg and Molly Malouf with Corr Cronin Michelson 

Baumgardner & Preece of Seattle. 

Nickels, now a declared candidate for Washington 

Secretary of State, could face some trouble in his 

campaign because of the attempted gun ban. 

Seattle City Attorney Pete Holmes told KOMO 

News that the city will try to change the law during 

the 2013 legislative session. The GunMag April/2012 
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March 30, 2012 – SAF - SAF WINS 2A CASE 

IN MASS, STRIKING DOWN GUN BAN FOR 

LEGAL ALIENS 

BELLEVUE, WA - A Federal District Court Judge 

in Massachusetts today granted summary judgment in 

a Second Amendment Foundation case challenging 

that state's denial of firearms licenses to permanent 

resident aliens. 

U.S. District Court Judge Douglas P. Woodcock 

concluded that "the Massachusetts firearms regulatory 

regime as applied to the individual plaintiffs, 

contravenes the Second Amendment." 

The case involves two Massachusetts residents, 

Christopher Fletcher and Eoin Pryal, whose 

applications for licenses to possess firearms in their 

homes for immediate self-defense purposes were 

denied under a state law that does not allow non-

citizens to own handguns. SAF was joined in the case 

by Commonwealth Second Amendment, Inc. and the 

two individual plaintiffs. The case is Fletcher v. Haas. 

"This is our fourth court victory this month in our 

campaign to win back firearms freedoms one lawsuit 

at a time," said SAF founder and Executive Vice 

President Alan Gottlieb. "It is one more step toward 

repairing decades of Second Amendment erosion." 

In his 41-page ruling, Judge Woodcock wrote, 

"The Massachusetts firearms regulatory regime, as 

applied to Fletcher and Pryal, does not pass 

constitutional muster regardless of whether 

intermediate scrutiny or strict scrutiny appliesThe 

possibility that some resident aliens are unsuited to 

possess a handgun does not justify a wholesale ban." 

"With each strategic victory over a specific 

statute," Gottlieb said, "SAF and its fellow plaintiffs 

are advancing the line a little more. Since our 

landmark victory in the McDonald case that 

incorporated the Second Amendment to the states, 

http://www.thegunmag.com/
http://www.thegunmag.com/
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we've been carefully picking laws to challenge, 

chipping away at years of gun control extremism. So 

far this month, we have posted victories in Maryland, 

North Carolina, Washington and now, Massachusetts. 

"Our battle is hardly finished," Gottlieb concluded. 

"We've got to roll back generations of onerous gun 

laws. It's going to be a long march, and these wins are 

just the first small steps." 

 

March 5, 2012 – SAF - SAF VICTORY 

STRIKES DOWN NORTH CAROLINA 

EMERGENCY POWERS GUN BAN  

BELLEVUE, WA - A federal district court judge 

in North Carolina has just struck down that state's 

emergency power to impose a ban on firearms and 

ammunition outside the home during a declared 

emergency, ruling that the provision violates the 

Second Amendment right to keep and bear arms. 

The case, Bateman v. Purdue, was brought by the 

Second Amendment Foundation, Grass Roots North 

Carolina FFE and three individual plaintiffs. 

Defendants in the case were Gov. Beverly Purdue and 

Reuben F. Young, secretary of the state's Department 

of Crime Control and Public Safety, in their official 

capacities. 

In his opinion, Judge Malcolm J. Howard, senior 

United States district judge for the Eastern District of 

North Carolina, wrote, "the court finds that the 

statutes at issue here are subject to strict 

scrutiny...While the bans imposed pursuant to these 

statutes may be limited in duration, it cannot be 

overlooked that the statutes strip peaceable, law 

abiding citizens of the right to arm themselves in 

defense of hearth and home, striking at the very core 

of the Second Amendment." 

"When SAF attorney Alan Gura won the Heller 

case at the Supreme Court," noted SAF Executive 

Vice President Alan M. Gottlieb, "the gun ban crowd 

said that we were a one-trick-pony' and that we would 

never knock out another gun law. Well, SAF has now 

knocked out gun laws in Maryland, Illinois and North 

Carolina. 

"We filed this lawsuit on the day we won the 

McDonald case against Chicago," he added, 

"extending the Second Amendment to all 50 states. 

This was part of our strategy of winning firearms 

freedoms one lawsuit at a time." 

Gottlieb pointed to language in Judge Howard's 

ruling that solidifies the Second Amendment's reach 

outside the home. The judge noted that the Supreme 

Court in Heller noted that the right to keep and bear 

arms "was valued not only for preserving the militia, 

but 'more important(ly) for self-defense and hunting." 

"Therefore," Judge Malcolm wrote, "the Second 

Amendment right to keep and bear arms 'is not strictly 

limited to the home environment but extends in some 

form to wherever those activities or needs occur." 

"Under the laws at issue here, citizens are 

prohibited from engaging, outside their home, in any 

activities secured by the Second Amendment," Judge 

Malcolm wrote. They may not carry defensive 

weapons outside the home, hunt or engage in firearm 

related sporting activities. Additionally, although the 

statutes do not directly regulate the possession of 

firearms within the home, they effectively prohibit 

law abiding citizens from purchasing and transporting 

to their homes firearms and ammunition needed for 

self-defense. As such, these laws burden conduct 

protected by the Second Amendment." 
 
***The Second Amendment Foundation (www.saf.org) is the nation's 

oldest and largest tax-exempt education, research, publishing and legal 

action group focusing on the Constitutional right and heritage to 

privately own and possess firearms. Founded in 1974, The Foundation 

has grown to more than 650,000 members and supporters and conducts 

many programs designed to better inform the public about the 

consequences of gun control. SAF has previously funded successful 

firearms-related suits against the cities of Los Angeles; New Haven, CT; 

and San Francisco on behalf of American gun owners, a lawsuit against 

the cities suing gun makers and an amicus brief and fund for the 

Emerson case holding the Second Amendment as an individual right. 
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CCRKBA - The Illinois House Executive 

Committee sent two extremely anti-gun bills to the 

floor on March 8, 2012: HB5831 – this bill would tack 

a $65.00 tax on every hand gun you own and require 

you to register like a sex offender.  HB5167 – this bill 

would tack a 2% “Sin Tax” on all ammunition sales in 

the state with the proceeds from the tax going to a 

fund to help pay for a healthcare program for gang 

bangers and drug lords.  EACH OF THESE TWO 

BILLS HAVE ONE PURPOSE AND ONE 

PURPOSE ONLY – TO PUNISH LAW-ABIDING 

FIREARM OWNERS  The Emanuel/Obama gun 

haters aren’t being the least bit bashful about their 

intent, they have made it clear that they will “screw-

over” gun owners by any means possible. 
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March 12, 2012 - CCRKBA SAYS SAN 

FRANCISCO SHERIFF’S PLEA DEAL SMACKS 

OF HYPOCRISY 
 

BELLEVUE, WA – The plea deal announced this 

morning that allows anti-gun San Francisco Sheriff 

Ross Mirkarimi to keep his guns in what began as a 

domestic violence case “smacks of hypocrisy at the 

highest order,” the Citizens Committee for the Right 

to Keep and Bear Arms said today. 

Mirkarimi pleaded guilty in San Francisco court 

this morning to what the San Francisco Chronicle 

described as “a misdemeanor charge of false 

imprisonment in connection with an incident in which 

he allegedly inflicted a bruise on his wife.” 

“As a member of the San Francisco Board of 

Supervisors, Ross Mirkarimi supported all manner of 

gun control schemes,” said CCRKBA Chairman Alan 

Gottlieb. “He had to surrender his guns when the 

charges were originally filed, and if similar charges 

had been filed against some gun rights activist or an 

average gun owner, you can bet Mirkarimi would be 

looking to pillory that person, and strip away their gun 

rights permanently.” 

Under federal law, domestic violence convictions 

can cost people their Second Amendment rights 

permanently. As part of the plea deal, prosecutors 

reportedly dropped the domestic violence charge and 

two other misdemeanor counts. 

“Why should Mirkarimi enjoy a double standard,” 

Gottlieb questioned. “Based on reports of what he 

allegedly did, any private citizen who did the same 

thing might be facing jail time. You can bet San 

Francisco prosecutors would not be cutting a deal that 

would allow that person to get his firearms back. 

“Instead of getting his guns back under a sweet 

plea deal and retaining his job as sheriff,” he 

observed, “Mirkarimi ought to remain disarmed, and 

lose his job. Otherwise, from this date forward, San 

Francisco prosecutors need to apply the ‘Mirkarimi 

standard’ to every domestic violence case that hits 

their desk. 

“Mirkarimi’s reputation as a double-standard elitist 

is now solidified,” Gottlieb said. “For a person who 

has advocated gun control for everyone else, he 

should be ashamed. Ross Mirkarimi can now be 

known as the High Sheriff of Low Behavior.” 

  

March 28, 2012 – CCRKBA - CHARGES IN 

CHILD DEATH SHOW WA DOES NOT NEED 

NEW GUN LAW, SAYS CCRKBA 

BELLEVUE, WA – Criminal charges filed today 

in the death of a Tacoma, WA toddler prove that the 

state does not need a new gun law to hold adults 

responsible for firearms negligence, the Citizens 

Committee for the Right to Keep and Bear Arms said 

today. 

Pierce County Prosecutor Mark Lindquist today 

charged Eric Vita, 23, and the boy’s mother, Jahnisha 

McIntosh, 22, with second-degree manslaughter in the 

March 14 death of Julio Segura-McIntosh. Vita had 

placed his 9mm pistol under the seat of his car when 

he stepped out to pump gas shortly after midnight. 

The youngster got hold of the pistol and shot himself 

in the head. 

“The Citizens Committee has maintained all along 

that the answer to this sort of tragedy is not to rush out 

and pass some restrictive new law,” said CCRKBA 

Chairman Alan Gottlieb. “Instead, Lindquist has acted 

with an existing statute, and that should send a 

message to Olympia that we have ample laws already 

to hold people accountable for their negligent acts. 

“This is not an attempt to break new legal ground 

in prosecuting negligence,” he continued. “Naturally, 

it will be up to a judge and possibly a jury in Tacoma 

to determine whether the charge Lindquist filed is 

appropriate to the situation.” 

Gottlieb noted that another, similar case of a 

firearm-related child death in a car is still under 

investigation in Snohomish County. He cautioned the 

public not to make any presumptions about the 

outcome of that investigation. 

“While the cases are similar,” he observed, “we 

still do not know all the facts surrounding the tragic 

death of a Marysville police officer’s daughter. What 

happened today in Pierce County should not be 

considered a signal about the Snohomish County case 

one way or the other. 

“What today’s criminal charges do signal,” 

Gottlieb concluded, “is that anti-gun rights state 

lawmakers should refrain from rushing to exploit a 

tragedy in order to push their personal political 

agenda. Let prosecutors do their jobs, and let the 

existing law work.” 

 

March 21, 2012 – CCRKBA - SEN. MORAN’S 

BILL TO PROTECT 2A FROM U.N. HAILED 

BY CCRKBA 



BELLEVUE, WA – Kansas Senator Jerry Moran’s 

newly-introduced legislation to protect Second 

Amendment rights from a proposed United Nations 

small arms treaty is an idea that needs to be passed 

quickly, the Citizens Committee for the Right to Keep 

and Bear Arms said today. 

Sen. Moran’s proposed Second Amendment 

Sovereignty Act, S. 2205, is similar to legislation 

introduced in the House by Illinois Congressman Joe 

Walsh in December. Like the Walsh bill, Sen. 

Moran’s measure would prohibit the Obama 

administration from attempting to influence Arms 

Trade Treaty negotiations that might restrict the 

Second Amendment rights of U.S. citizens. 

“We’re delighted that Sen. Moran has unveiled this 

bill,” said CCRKBA Chairman Alan Gottlieb. “With 

the U.N. poised to move on its proposed treaty this 

summer, it is important for Congress to fulfill its 

responsibility to protect our Constitutional rights, 

rather than allow them to be eroded by international 

political correctness.” 

Like the Walsh bill, Sen. Moran’s legislation was 

developed with cooperation and assistance of 

CCRKBA staff, Gottlieb confirmed. 

“In the fall of 2009,” he recalled, “the Obama 

administration reversed long-standing opposition to 

U.S. participation in Arms Trade Treaty negotiations. 

While this treaty purportedly will concentrate on 

conventional military weapons, including tanks and 

missiles, there remains a genuine threat that its scope 

could be expanded during negotiations to include 

civilian small arms and ammunition. 

 

“Such a treaty could have a significant impact on 

hunters, target shooters and every other American 

citizen who exercises his or her Second Amendment 

right to keep and bear arms,” Gottlieb stated. “The 

Citizens Committee will be watching these 

negotiations under a microscope, and in the meantime, 

we will encourage our members and every gun owner 

to contact their two senators and urge them to support 

Sen. Moran’s legislation.” 

 
 **With more than 650,000 members and supporters 

nationwide, the Citizens Committee for the Right to Keep 

and Bear Arms is one of the nation’s premier gun rights 

organizations. As a non-profit organization, the Citizens 

Committee is dedicated to preserving firearms freedoms 

through active lobbying of elected officials and facilitating 

grass-roots organization of gun rights activists in local 

communities throughout the United States. The Citizens 

Committee can be reached by phone at (425) 454-4911, on 

the Internet at www.ccrkba.org or by email to 

InformationRequest@ccrkba.org. 

 http://www.ccrkba.org/ 
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**Alerts** 

 
March 21, 2012 – GOA - Begich-Manchin Has One 

Purpose: To keep the Senate Gavel in the hands of 

Harry Reid  

Your e-mails have turned the Senate around in the 

battle to protect “constitutional carry” states in federal 

reciprocity legislation. 

First of all, please realize the reason we’re fighting 

so strenuously for the Thune-Vitter language. At stake 

in this fight is the right of Americans to carry 

concealed weapons from state to state WITHOUT 

being registered … WITHOUT getting a permit or 

license … and WITHOUT being registered like sex 

offenders. 

The Thune-Vitter language will guarantee your 

right -- if you live in a “constitutional carry” state -- to 

freely carry firearms as protected by the Second 

Amendment. 

But make no mistake about it: The ONLY reason 

for the Begich-Manchin-Baucus bill -– sponsored by 

three anti-gun Democrats –- is to keep the Senate 

gavel in Harry Reid’s hands.  

S. 2188 would do this by allowing anti-gun 

Democrats to pretend to care about the Second 

Amendment, while pushing legislation which would 

deter additional states from passing “constitutional 

carry” legislation. 

Think about it: Both Begich and Manchin HAVE 

YET TO CAST A PRO-GUN VOTE during this 

Congress! 

Manchin has NEVER cast a pro-gun vote while 

he’s been in the Senate. And Begich has cast anti-gun 

votes 82% of the time since joining the Senate in 

2009. Plus, he is a former member of the anti-gun 
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Mayors Against Illegal Guns, which is headed by the 

extremist New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg. 

The other Democrat on S. 2188, Montana Sen. 

Max Baucus, has a D- rating with GOA. 

So why would we trust these anti-gun Senators to 

do the right thing on gun legislation? The answer is: 

“We shouldn’t!” 

S. 2188 is just an attempt to get cover for their 

abysmal Second Amendment voting records. Consider 

this: 

* They didn’t vote our way when we urged them to 

vote against Supreme Court Justices Sonia Sotomayor 

and Elena Kagan.  

* They didn’t vote with us when we pleaded with 

them to oppose the anti-gun ObamaCare legislation, 

which enables the BATFE and FBI to troll through the 

health care database for gun owners who would be 

barred from exercising their Second Amendment 

rights because of their medical information. Nor did 

they vote our way when we asked them to support a 

repeal of this obnoxious legislation last year. 

* And remember the DISCLOSE Act from a 

couple of years ago? Begich and Baucus voted to 

place severe and unconstitutional limits on GOA’s 

ability to hold individual congressmen accountable in 

the weeks leading up to an election. (Manchin wasn’t 

in the Senate yet.) 

* They also opposed a repeal of the Veterans 

Disarmament Act -- legislation that has legalized a 

practice (begun by Bill Clinton) which has disarmed 

more than 150,000 military veterans for ailments like 

PTSD. 

This is just the tip of the iceberg. These anti-gun, 

compromising Senators have stabbed us in the back 

repeatedly. Although now that they’ve turned off a 

good part of their electorate, they are trying to appear 

pro-gun. 

But they can’t even claim they’re engaged in 

compromise to help this legislation pass muster, 

because the much stronger Thune language 

ALREADY RECEIVED AN OVERWHELMING 

VOTE MARGIN in 2009!!! 

And because of the pro-gun gains made in the 2010 

elections, there should be more than 62 Senators who 

will support the Thune language -- which means we 

can easily overcome a filibuster. 

This just seems like a bald-faced attempt to keep 

Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid in power. And 

let’s face it, when Reid’s running the Senate, our 

liberties are in danger. (Consider just some of the anti-

gun votes listed above that Senator Reid has pushed.) 

One more thing: The Begich-Manchin bill will 

discourage states from enacting “constitutional carry” 

legislation.  

After all, if activists in states considering 

“constitutional carry” believe they will have to get a 

license anyway –- because of this enormous “carrot” 

the anti-gun Democrats are holding out for them -– 

what incentive do they have to walk the halls of the 

state capitol, to call their legislators and testify in 

favor of “constitutional carry.” 

The answer is: “None.” 

As we write this, the Thune-Vitter bill already has 

17 sponsors and cosponsors. The anti-gun Begich-

Manchin bill is stuck at three anti-gun Democrats.  

But we need to keep the pressure on. 

ACTION: Contact your Senators. Urge them to 

support the Thune-Vitter firearms reciprocity bill and 

oppose the Begich-Manchin anti-gun bill. 

NOTE: There are two different letters, depending 

on whether your Senators are Democrat or 

Republican. By clicking here to use the CapWiz 

system to contact your Senators, the appropriate letter 

will be automatically selected. 

 

March 20, 2012 – GOA - Senators Thune and 

Vitter Introduce Reciprocity Bill with more than 

25 Cosponsors 

Today, Senators John Thune (R-SD) and David 

Vitter (R-LA) introduced legislation to recognize 

national reciprocity for gun owners who can legally 

carry concealed firearms in the state where they 

reside. 

The Thune-Vitter bill, S. 2213, was introduced 

with a huge show of support. Twenty-nine Senators 

sponsored or cosponsored the bill, and this is, in large 

part, thanks to you! Because of all your efforts over 

the last week, the following Senators signed on in 

support of the legislation: 

Ayotte (NH), Barrasso (WY), Boozman (AR), Burr 

(NC), Chambliss (GA), Coburn (OK), Cochran (MS), 

Cornyn (TX), Crapo (ID), DeMint (SC), Enzi (WY), 

Graham (SC), Grassley (IA), Hatch (UT), Inhofe 

(OK), Isakson (GA), Ron Johnson (WI), Lee (UT), 

Lugar (IN), McConnell (KY), Paul (KY), Portman 

(OH), Risch (ID), Rubio (FL), Sessions (AL), Thune 

(SD), Toomey (PA) Vitter (LA) and Wicker (MS). 

This bill, the Respecting States’ Rights and 

Concealed Carry Reciprocity Act, treats concealed 
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carry as a RIGHT belonging to the people – not a 

privilege granted by the government.  

 “Rather than establish a national standard, our bill 

will ensure that law-abiding citizens are able to carry 

concealed firearms while at the same time respecting 

the laws of the respective states they visit,” said Sen. 

Thune. 

The Thune-Vitter bill provides national recognition 

for concealed carry permit holders (who have 

obtained one from their home states), but it also 

recognizes the right to carry for residents of 

Constitutional Carry states (where no permit is 

required). 

This is a huge win for gun owners! Constitutional 

Carry is currently the law in five states, and more than 

a dozen states have legislation to move in that 

direction.  

A competing bill, S. 2188, offers reciprocity 

ONLY for permit holders -- and thus it would prevent 

many gun owners, who can legally carry in their home 

states, from carrying firearms when they travel out-of-

state. This compromise bill, sponsored by anti-gun 

Senate Democrats Mark Begich (AK), Joe Manchin 

(WV) and Max Baucus (MT), would deal a severe 

blow to the momentum we have in passing 

Constitutional Carry at the state level. 

It is crucial that Senators support the Constitutional 

Carry-friendly bill, and to oppose any efforts to 

weaken the Thune-Vitter legislation. 

 

March 19, 2012 - Oregon Firearms Federation - 

Oregon State Police: Don't Call Us, We Won't Call 

You 

As far too many of you know, the Oregon State 

Police ID Unit was shut down for most of Sunday, 

crippling multiple gun shows, halting countless sales 

and costing dealers, buyers and gun show hosts untold 

thousands of dollars. If you ever wondered why we 

oppose background checks, this should tell you. All 

OSP has to do is throw a switch or blow a fuse and 

gun sales end. Both their phone lines and their new 

"computer system" were unavailable. But there is a 

bigger, more constant problem we need to address. 

Several years ago OFF was receiving so many 

complaints about the awful treatment people were 

receiving from the State Police ID Unit when they 

attempted to make firearms purchases that we 

arranged a meeting with them. 

At the time both dealers and buyers were 

frequently lied to about the process, and attempts to 

contact OSP for an explanation of a delay or denial 

were routinely ignored. 

During our first meeting, OSP gave us a copy of a 

manual they said they provided to gun dealers that 

explained "the rules."  On the very second page we 

noted information that was false and against state and 

Federal law. 

During that meeting we were promised that service 

would improve, the error in the manual would be 

fixed and staff would be retrained so they would no 

longer dispense false information to dealers and 

buyers. For a long time things did seem to improve. 

The complaints we got dropped off to almost zero. 

Calls to the challenge line were, as promised, being 

returned promptly. We have never approved of 

background checks, but it did seem like an effort was 

being made to do a better job. Still we believed that 

because of several factors, including a $10.00 fee and 

the fact that OSP was databasing info on the gun 

being purchased, and thereby creating a gun registry, 

that this job was better done by NICS directly. In 

2011 we introduced a bill to do just that. It passed out 

of House Judiciary only to die in Ways and Means 

when the Public Employee Unions came out to testify 

that the Oregon economy would collapse if OSP was 

not doing gun purchase background checks. 

Now it seems we are back to the bad old days.  The 

number of complaints we receive about unjust delays 

has once again started climbing, but what's worse is 

the new attitude of the OSP ID Unit. 

Where once if you received a  delay or "pend" you 

were promised a response in 24 hours, now OSP is 

telling people not to bother them and not to expect a 

call back. Their "challenge line" has an outgoing 

message saying you will be delayed at least a month 

and don't even bother to leave a message before a 

month has gone by since they will NOT call you back. 

This is an astonishing response from a State agency. 

"We are going to deny your rights and you'd better not 

ask us about it." 

The attitude of the OSP ID Unit is outrageous and 

unacceptable. The outgoing message tells people that 

their "standard delay" is 35 days. But that does not 

mean you will even get a response then. They can 

extend their delay forever. 

Clearly, a right delayed is a right denied. 

Think of the person who has a reasonable fear for 

their safety. The State Police tell them "tough, it's 

your problem." and then to add insult to injury tell that 

person, "don't bother us with questions." 



It is important to note that with or without the 

OSP's approval you are entitled to the gun after three 

business days as long as there has not be an outright 

denial.  As you would expect, there is nothing in their 

message that informs callers of this and it is the policy 

of the OSP not to inform buyers or dealers of this fact. 

NICS, on the other hand, informs buyers of their 

rights. 

The State Police ID Unit has turned itself into a 

dictatorial gun control agency that routinely denies 

people their rights and then demands that it not be 

questioned about it. This has to stop. 

First, call the challenge line to listen to the arrogant 

and outrageous outgoing message if you press 1 for a 

"delay". That number is 503-373-1808. 

Then call Patricia Whitfield and demand to know 

why her agency is treating taxpaying Oregonians like 

an unwanted nuisance when they are denied their 

rights by her agency. 

Whitfield's phone number is 503-934-2305; email 

is patricia.whitfield@state.or.us 

 

March 16, 2012 – GOA - Battle Raging on Capitol 

Hill with regard to Concealed Carry 

If you have ever questioned whether your emails 

and phone calls make a difference, then stop 

wondering.  

Your activism on the concealed carry bills in the 

U.S. Senate is doing a bang-up job! 

Gun Owners of America has been working with the 

sponsors of the soon-to-be-introduced Thune-Vitter 

reciprocity bill, and we can report that there are at 

least 15 cosponsors on the bill! 

By contrast, the Begich-Manchin Democrat 

compromise bill (S. 2188) has only one additional 

cosponsor. 

Senators John Thune (R-SD) and David Vitter (R-

LA) plan to introduce their bill early next week -- and 

thus, their bill won’t receive a number until then. 

But we need a whole new round of emails to get 

even more original cosponsors on their bill. Again, the 

Thune-Vitter legislation will not only allow permit 

holders to carry out-of-state, but NON-PERMIT 

HOLDERS from constitutional carry states, as well. 

Sadly, we have been receiving emails from our 

grassroots activists showing that the NRA is taking 

aim at our position on these two bills. 

Hence, we would like to make the following points 

in order to prevent any confusion. 

1. NRA POSITION: “There is no Thune-Vitter 

bill because one hasn’t been introduced. Therefore, it 

is impossible to ‘support the Thune-Vitter bill rather 

than the Democrat-sponsored S. 2188.’” 

GOA RESPONSE: As stated above, Senators 

Thune and Vitter are currently gaining cosponsors 

before the actual introduction of their bill. This is a 

common practice that legislators use in order to make 

a “big splash” with a large number of original 

cosponsors. For anyone who works on Capitol Hill to 

claim ignorance of this process is, quite honestly, 

laughable. 

2. NRA POSITION: The Begich-Manchin bill 

“does not undermine or abandon permitless carry. 

Groups suggesting this are simply lying or incapable 

of reading the bill. Residents of Vermont, or any other 

‘Constitutional Carry’ state, who wish to carry out of 

state could simply obtain a nonresident permit (just as 

they do now) and enjoy the benefits of S. 2188.” 

GOA RESPONSE: Subsection (c)(2)(B) of S. 

2188 requires that anyone benefiting from carry 

reciprocity possess “a valid license or permit that ... 

permits the individual to carry a concealed firearm.” 

In other words, S. 2188 fails to protect NON-

PERMIT HOLDERS in constitutional carry states -- 

and these gun owners represent the MAJORITY of 

law-abiding citizens who can carry. 

There are currently five states where citizens can 

carry without the government’s permission: Vermont, 

Alaska, Arizona, Wyoming, and most of Montana. 

And the South Dakota Governor currently has a bill 

sitting on his desk to enable citizens to carry guns 

without prior government permission. 

In addition to all of this, there are eleven states 

which are seriously considering “constitutional carry” 

legislation: Colorado, Iowa, Georgia, Kentucky, 

Maine, New Hampshire, Ohio, Oklahoma, Rhode 

Island, South Carolina and Virginia.  

Many more states will move in this direction after 

the beginning of the year. 

But what if the federal government holds up an 

enormous “carrot” for pro-gun activists to obtain 

permits, irrespective of whether their states require it? 

The answer is that the incentive for these activists to 

push for “constitutional carry” will vanish.      

S. 2188 will snub non-permit holders in 

“constitutional carry” states, while the Thune-Vitter 

bill will grant reciprocity to them.  

Unless one thinks that New York’s crime problems 

result from “vicious killers” from Vermont, Alaska 
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and the other constitutional carry states, then there 

shouldn’t be a problem enabling average citizens to 

carry concealed without permits.  After all, criminals 

don’t line up for carry licenses. 

3. NRA POSITION: “S. 2188 would not ... 

impose national standards.”  

GOA RESPONSE: Well, GOA never said it did. 

And thankfully, this is an issue where GOA can claim 

victory, as previous reciprocity bills over the past 

several years have included such “national standards.” 

But this is just another example of how your activism 

makes a real difference! 

Both Begich and Manchin HAVE YET TO CAST 

A PRO-GUN VOTE during this Congress. (You can 

check this out by viewing their voting records on the 

GOA website.) So why would we trust them to do the 

right thing on gun legislation? Is this just an attempt to 

reelect Democrats and keep Harry Reid in power? 

  

March 14, 2012 – GOA - Gun Owners of 

America Political Victory Fund is proud to endorse 

Pennsylvania’s Sam Rohrer for U.S. Senate. 

In a time when politicians in Washington have 

abused and grossly exceeded their constitutional 

limits, voters are looking for fighters who are not 

afraid to rein in the federal government and place it 

back under the constraints of the U.S. Constitution.  

State Representative Sam Rohrer is a long-time 

leader in the battle against federal intrusion, especially 

when it concerns the right to keep and bear arms.  

Representative Rohrer stood up for gun owners and 

states’ rights with legislation to repeal the 2005 Real 

ID Act, a law that would have compromised the 

privacy of gun owners.  

“I am deeply concerned about how the rights of 

law-abiding gun owners will be impacted by the 

implementation of the REAL ID Act,” said Rohrer.   

“The Second Amendment clearly states that our right 

to keep and bear arms shall not be infringed upon. 

Thus, it is safe to say that Benjamin Franklin, Thomas 

Jefferson, James Madison and the rest of our nation’s 

Founding Fathers would not even consider carrying 

around a biometric, REAL ID card that would allow 

the federal government to instantly track their 

activities and whereabouts.  

“Make no mistake about it, REAL ID holds the 

unmatched potential to violate our Second 

Amendment liberty as we know it,” Rohrer continued. 

“Whether you’re actually buying a firearm or 

purchasing shells or bullets for hunting, recreational 

target shooting or self-defense makes no difference.  

“The store will scan your REAL ID card, and your 

purchase could be permanently registered in the 

federal government’s national driver’s license 

registry. In essence, the federal government could also 

have the ability to limit the amount of guns and 

ammunition you’re allowed to purchase or own.”  

Rep. Rohrer also authored and introduced the 

Tenth Amendment Resolution, which calls for 

aggressive opposition to the size and growth of federal 

programs, regulations and mandates from Washington 

D.C.  

“Before there was ever a federal government, there 

were sovereign individual states. The Constitution 

very, very clearly recognizes that we are a Republic,” 

said Rohrer.  

In Harrisburg, Representative Rohrer has stood up 

and supported every pro-Second Amendment bill that 

came up in the State House, including:  

* Castle Doctrine legislation, which strengthens 

existing laws dealing with the use of lethal force for 

the purpose of self-defense;  

* Legislation to allow individuals with a valid 

Pennsylvania license to carry a firearm to purchase 

additional guns without the cumbersome, expensive 

and redundant requirements of subsequent 

background checks through the Pennsylvania Instant 

Check System (PICS).  

* Legislation that enables law-abiding individuals 

who can demonstrate evidence of imminent danger to 

themselves or a member of their family to receive a 

90-day temporary emergency license to carry a 

firearm, allowing sufficient time for the gun owner to 

protect himself or herself during the usual 45-day wait 

that ensues while applying for a regular license to 

carry a firearm under current state law; and,  

* Legislation calling for Pennsylvania law 

enforcement agencies, specifically the state police, to 

discontinue its database of legal handgun purchases. 

Those records include personal information about gun 

owners, such as mailing addresses and Social Security 

numbers. The bill also sets a third-degree felony 

penalty and a fine up to $5 million for maintaining an 

illegal gun registry or database.  

“Gun owners across this Commonwealth are 

justifiably outraged any time they are mandated by 

government to endure a loss of Constitutional freedom 

and personal security,” said Rohrer.  



“When government is not properly enforcing the 

laws that already exist to curtail violent crime, it is 

nothing short of tyranny in the first degree to place 

additional restrictions on law-abiding citizens whose 

only desire is to defend their lives, their loved ones 

and their property.”  

Gun Owners of America is a proud supporter of 

Sam Rohrer for Senate, and encourages all 

Pennsylvania gun owners and sportsmen to vote for 

Sam Rohrer in the April 24 Republican primary. 

Please visit www.samrohrer.org to learn more about 

this race. 

Sincerely, 

Tim Macy 

Vice-Chairman 

 

March 13, 2012 – GOA - Two Reciprocity Bills: 

A Strong Bill verses a Compromise 

Great news! 

Pro-gun Senate champions John Thune (R-SD) and 

David Vitter (R-LA) have decided to stand their 

ground on their concealed carry reciprocity 

legislation, despite pressure from gun rights 

compromisers to weaken the bill.  

Specifically, Senators Thune and Vitter are sticking 

with their version of the bill, which recognizes the 

right to carry concealed by residents of “Vermont-

style” and “Constitutional Carry” states.  

Such states do not require residents to obtain the 

government’s permission before carrying a firearm for 

self-protection. There are currently 17 states that have 

either enacted legislation in the past or have 

introduced “Constitutional Carry” laws in their 

legislatures this year.  

Current law: Vermont, Alaska, Arizona, Montana, 

Wyoming  

Considering legislation:, Colorado, Georgia, 

Iowa, Kentucky, Maine, New Hampshire, Ohio, 

Oklahoma, Rhode Island, South Carolina, South 

Dakota (on governor’s desk), Virginia  

More states are being added to the list all the time. 

The Thune-Vitter legislation will fully recognize gun 

owners’ rights in these states. 

A competing bill, however, pulls the rug out from 

under “Constitutional Carry.” Sponsored by Senators 

Mark Begich (D-AK) and Joe Manchin (D-WV), the 

compromise bill still requires a government permit for 

reciprocity, regardless of state law.  

So while the states are moving in the direction of 

more freedom, the Begich and Manchin bill would 

keep even the most pro-gun states tied to a permitting 

system. Why are they doing this? After all, criminals 

don’t get in line at the police station to get a permit. 

It’s the law-abiding gun owners who go through the 

process of proving their innocence before being 

“allowed” to carry a firearm.  

We have a message for Begich and Manchin: gun 

ownership is a right, not a privilege.  

It is vitally important that your two Senators hear 

from you right away. Urge them NOT to support the 

compromise bill, and instead support the pro-gun 

legislation offered by Senators Thune and Vitter. 
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March 30, 2012 – U.S. Sportsmen's Alliance - 

USSA Launches New Blog – Protect What’s Right.  

Today the U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance launched a new 

blog that will be the place where American hunters, 

anglers and trappers can go to get the inside scoop on 

the politics of hunting.  

 

March 30, 2012 – U.S. Sportsmen's Alliance - 

Protect What’s Right Blog:  What’s Behind 

California Senate Bill 1221?  An Organization 

Working to Ban All Hunting 
By Rob Sexton, USSA Senior Vice President 
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The main force behind the effort to ban the hunting of 

California’s black bears and bobcats with hounds is 

the world’s largest anti-hunting group – a group that 

won’t be satisfied unless all hunting is illegal. Of 

course I know that claim sounds like a lot of 

hyperbole. And it’s expected that the opposition to a 

bill like this would make this argument. But it is also 

the truth. And I can prove it. 

 

March 30, 2012 – U.S. Sportsmen's Alliance - 

Founding USSA Board Member Passes 

Louise Humphrey Vision Helped Guide Organization 

Louise Ireland Humphrey, one of the founding board 

members of the U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance and the 

U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance Foundation (formerly and 

respectively known as the Wildlife Legislative Fund 

of America and the Wildlife Conservation Fund of 

America), has passed away at the age of 93. She had 

actively served on both organizations’ boards from 

their founding in 1978 through 2006. 

 

March 30, 2012 – U.S. Sportsmen's Alliance - 

Families Afield License Sales Tops Three-Quarter 

Million 

The U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance (USSA) recently 

released new research, compiled by Mile Creek 

Communications, demonstrating the vast impact that 

the Families Afield program is having across the 

country.  Since the launch of the program in 2005, 

782,604 “Apprentice Hunting Licenses” have been 

sold.   Demand for the licenses, which permit 

experienced hunters to take a newcomer hunting 

under close supervision prior to the completion of 

hunter education, has increased every year.  

 

March 15, 2012 – U.S. Sportsmen's Alliance - 

Presidential Candidates as Rated by the Anti’s 
Humane Society of the United States Rates 

Presidential Candidates  

The U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance does not endorse 

candidates for office.  It does, however, provide 

information about candidates that may be helpful as 

sportsmen and women make their own decisions 

during the election season.  

 

March 15, 2012 – U.S. Sportsmen's Alliance - 

Trumps Trump the Antis 
Have you noted the growing trend in America? 

Citizens who go legally hunting and find success are 

finding themselves in the crosshairs of the animal 

rights lobby including groups such as PETA, Humane 

Society of the United States (HSUS), or other “public 

opinion police” groups. You have to ask yourself 

“when did someone put PETA or HSUS in charge of 

what you do on vacation?” Read on. 

 

March 15, 2012 – U.S. Sportsmen's Alliance - 

Hunters Defeat HSUS Effort (As reported by the 

California Outdoor Heritage Alliance) 
HSUS and Friends Find Another Defeat in California 

On Friday, March 9th, following an intense lobbying 

campaign by the California Outdoor Heritage Alliance 

(COHA) and many of its members and partners, 

Assembly Member Ben Hueso (D-79th/San Diego) 

dropped his bid to remove California Fish and Game 

Commission President Dan Richards from his seat on 

the Commission.  This according to a report byCOHA 

in its Field Wire newsletter. 

 

March 9, 2012 – U.S. Sportsmen's Alliance - 

Connecticut Anti-Trapping Bill Claims Trapping 

is Danger to Children 

Connecticut House Bill 5324, introduced by the Select 

Committee on Children, would prohibit trappers from 

setting any leghold trap on or within 1,500 feet of any 

school or day care property, state park, municipal 

park, municipal playground, public road or highway, 

public boat ramp, public campground, rest area, public 

picnic area, blazed trail, or state hiking ground.  HB 

5324 is being pushed by Committee Chair Diana 

Urban (D-Stongington). 

 

March 9, 2012 – U.S. Sportsmen's Alliance - 

HSUS Demands Payment for Support 

There’s no denying that California’s Department of 

Fish and Game has become increasingly cozy with the 

Humane Society of the United States.  In 2009 the 

radical animal rights group “donated” $5,000 to help 

feed game warden search dogs. The group also 

pledged an additional $2,500 to the Cal TIP line (a 

special line to report poaching) to help combat 

poaching. And HSUS donated deer decoys to 

California that were used to catch poachers.  Of 

course there is a price to pay for collaborating with the 

world’s largest anti-hunting organization.  In their 

publications, HSUS refers to the apprehended 

poachers as hunters.  

 

USSA News Alerts (above): 

U.S. Sportsmen's Alliance 

http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ussportsmen.org%2fpage.aspx%3fpid%3d3023&srcid=8676&srctid=1&erid=11252150&trid=198f3489-d914-4c71-9f53-eb4dea1cb4a6
http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ussportsmen.org%2fpage.aspx%3fpid%3d3024&srcid=8676&srctid=1&erid=11252150&trid=198f3489-d914-4c71-9f53-eb4dea1cb4a6
http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ussportsmen.org%2fpage.aspx%3fpid%3d3024&srcid=8676&srctid=1&erid=11252150&trid=198f3489-d914-4c71-9f53-eb4dea1cb4a6
http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ussportsmen.org%2fpage.aspx%3fpid%3d3018&srcid=8614&srctid=1&erid=11214854&trid=bcf23c15-176c-49c3-b23c-633602d99903
http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ussportsmen.org%2fpage.aspx%3fpid%3d3017&srcid=8614&srctid=1&erid=11214854&trid=bcf23c15-176c-49c3-b23c-633602d99903
http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ussportsmen.org%2fpage.aspx%3fpid%3d3016&srcid=8614&srctid=1&erid=11214854&trid=bcf23c15-176c-49c3-b23c-633602d99903
http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ussportsmen.org%2fpage.aspx%3fpid%3d3016&srcid=8614&srctid=1&erid=11214854&trid=bcf23c15-176c-49c3-b23c-633602d99903
http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ussportsmen.org%2fpage.aspx%3fpid%3d3014&srcid=8557&srctid=1&erid=11174059&trid=ba420544-74e3-4920-a5d3-dfdce36faed5
http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ussportsmen.org%2fpage.aspx%3fpid%3d3014&srcid=8557&srctid=1&erid=11174059&trid=ba420544-74e3-4920-a5d3-dfdce36faed5
http://www.ussportsmen.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ussportsmen.org%2fpage.aspx%3fpid%3d3013&srcid=8557&srctid=1&erid=11174059&trid=ba420544-74e3-4920-a5d3-dfdce36faed5
http://www.ussportsmen.org/Page.aspx?pid=240
http://www.ussportsmen.org/Page.aspx?pid=240
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***News Links 
 

12-03-30 Police seize guns, cash, drugs in 

Homewood raid 

Pittsburgh police found 10 guns, cash and drugs in 

the bedroom of a man who was acquitted in 2009 of 

killing a 12-year-old boy. 

Police charged Donald Patrick Wilson, 23, of 

Homewood with illegal possession of a firearm, 

receiving stolen property, possessing illegal body 

armor and drug possession after finding the 

contraband during a search of his Mt. Vernon Street 

home on Wednesday. 

Detectives said they found a gallon-size bag of 

marijuana and bundles of heroin hidden in a crib and 

under toys in a child's bedroom. 

An Allegheny County jury acquitted Wilson of all 

charges connected to the death of Kholen Germany of 

Wilkinsburg. The boy was killed when he ran for 

cover in a clothing store when a gun battle broke out 

in April 2008. Police accused Wilson of starting the 

firefight. His attorney convinced the jury he was never 

there. 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/ne

ws/pittsburgh/s_789036.html 

 

12-03-30 Gunman opens fire at a school in 

Finland 

HELSINKI - A 23-year-old gunman wounded a 

man at an office building in Finland on Friday, then 

traveled to a nearby school and opened fire on a 

classroom, police said. 

No one was hurt at the junior high school, and the 

attacker quickly surrendered . Police did not identify 

the gunman but said he had no criminal record. 

The suspect could be charged with attempted 

murder and endangering the public. 

Detective Chief Inspector Jari Kinnunen said the 

two shootings were connected, but he refused to 

comment on local media reports that the gunman had 

gone to the school in search of a former girlfriend 

after wounding her father at the office building. "I 

cannot fully confirm those details until we have 

concluded questioning all parties," Kinnunen told The 

Associated Press. 

The attacker, who had licenses to carry three 

hunting firearms, shot and wounded a 50-year-old 

man in the arm at the office building in the town of 

Orivesi on Friday morning, Kinnunen said. 

The gunman then traveled to the nearby school and 

"fired at least four times with a hunting rifle through 

the classroom door from the corridor," Kinnunen said. 

"He surrendered later without resisting arrest." 

There was at least one teacher and several students 

in the classroom at the time, Kinnunen said. 

"It's not entirely clear what happened at the school" 

in Orivesi, which is 190 kilometers (120 miles) north 

of Helsinki, the officer said. "We are still talking to 

the staff and students at the school and have forensic 

teams on the scene. All the staff and students are 

safe." 

In Finland, a country of 5.4 million people with 

strong hunting traditions, there are 650,000 officially 

recognized gun owners. 

In the last two years, the nation has seen two 

deadly school shootings. 

In 2008, a culinary student killed nine fellow 

students and a teacher before shooting himself at a 

vocational school in the western town of Kauhajoki. 

A year earlier, an 18-year-old killed six fellow 

students, a nurse and the principal at a high school in 

Tuusula, about 50 kilometers (30 miles) north of 

Helsinki, before shooting himself. 

After those deadly attacks authorities took steps to 

improve safety at schools, including installing 

monitoring cameras and locks on classroom doors and 

training staff to deal with shootings. 

"There is still a lot of room for improvement," 

Interior Minister Paivi Rasanen said Friday. "We 

really have to carefully evaluate the incident (in 

Orivesi), but the initial information I have is that staff 

had acted in the correct manner. 

"http://www.philly.com/philly/wires/ap/news/natio

n_world/20120330_ap_gunmanopensfireataschoolinfi

nland.html  

 

12-03-30 NY ending state ballistics ID system 

for feds' 

ALBANY, N.Y. — New York officials plan to end 

the state's decade-old ballistic identification system 

and use that funding for crime labs to connect better to 

the National Integrated Ballistic Information Network. 

New York's Combined Ballistic Identification 

System, or CoBIS, costs about $1.2 million annually. 

It requires firearms dealers who received a new 

handgun from a manufacturer after March 1, 2001 to 

ensure the firearm was accompanied by a sample 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/pittsburgh/s_789036.html
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/pittsburgh/s_789036.html
http://www.philly.com/philly/wires/ap/news/nation_world/20120330_ap_gunmanopensfireataschoolinfinland.html
http://www.philly.com/philly/wires/ap/news/nation_world/20120330_ap_gunmanopensfireataschoolinfinland.html
http://www.philly.com/philly/wires/ap/news/nation_world/20120330_ap_gunmanopensfireataschoolinfinland.html


cartridge submitted to the state databank or else take it 

to State Police for test firing. 

The Cuomo administration proposed the change, 

which is included in the budget lawmakers are 

adopting Friday. 

State police say there have been only two "hits" in 

the state system that had more than 356,000 casings at 

the end of last year, while investigators had 366 hits in 

the federal system. 

http://online.wsj.com/article/APfe78b9be95d44bbc

b58caaf5fa78d749.html?KEYWORDS=firearm 

 

12-03-30 DA Zappala: Why wasn't Shick 

institutionalized before shooting? 

Each month authorities in Allegheny County 

commit hundreds of people for mental treatment and 

evaluation against their will. Law enforcement 

officials want to know why Western Psych gunman 

John F. Shick wasn't among them. 

"The question with Shick is, 'Why was he not 

institutionalized?' " District Attorney Stephen A. 

Zappala Jr. said Thursday, a day after he detailed what 

police learned in their investigation into the March 8 

shootings at Western Psychiatric Institute and Clinic 

that killed one worker and injured five. 

Doctors in Allegheny County have involuntarily 

committed people 21,330 times since 2007. The 

criteria doctors consider include whether the person is 

a danger to himself or others. The Department of 

Public Welfare does not collect statewide numbers. 

Deputy District Attorney Mark V. Tranquilli said 

no one from UPMC attempted to have Shick, 30, of 

Oakland involuntarily committed when the troubled 

former grad student twice showed up at its Shadyside 

hospital with a baseball bat. 

UPMC spokesman Paul Wood defended the 

hospital's actions. 

"The circumstances did not, in the opinion of our 

professionals, warrant a criminal complaint or a civil 

commitment. When an individual's behavior does rise 

to that level, we follow through with the proper 

authorities," Wood said. "He used the bat as a cane; he 

wasn't abusive and didn't make threats. When security 

was called, he left." 

Authorities say Shick, who was diagnosed with 

schizophrenia, was angry at doctors -- including some 

at UPMC -- over what he considered misdiagnosis of 

his maladies. They are trying to determine why he 

targeted Western Psych. 

Kim Welsh, manager for emergency and 

community integration services in the county's Office 

of Behavioral Health, said that police officers, doctors 

and delegates from her staff can force someone to get 

an emergency mental evaluation. A doctor in an 

emergency room would have to agree, and the person 

could be held and treated for five days. 

If a doctor deems further treatment is necessary, a 

hearing occurs at the hospital. A public defender 

represents the committed person. A mental health 

hearing officer decides if the person should be held an 

additional 20 days. If a doctor deems treatment is 

necessary after that, the hospital must file a petition 

and another hearing is conducted. A hearing officer 

could order an additional 90 days of treatment. The 

same process could be repeated for an additional 180 

days. 

Dr. Christine Martone, head of the behavior clinic 

at the county jail, said closure of state hospitals such 

Mayview in South Fayette means an overall loss of 

beds for in-patient treatment. 

Zappala and Tranquilli said Shick appeared to stop 

taking some medication eight to 10 months before the 

shooting and then resisted attempts to treat his 

schizophrenia and other mental problems. When a 

doctor in December suggested medication for 

schizophrenia, Shick got up and said, "I guess this 

session's over," and left, they said. 

Western Psych sent its mobile unit to his apartment 

after a bat incident in February, but he declined help, 

prosecutors said. 

Shick emailed several doctors across the country 

about his dissatisfaction with his treatment, including 

Dr. Brennan Spiegel, a gastroenterologist in the 

UCLA Health System, who said he emailed UPMC 

before the shooting to warn them about Shick. 

Wood said Spiegel's email concluded with: "I 

suspect he is harmless and simply suffering from his 

mental illness." 

Pittsburgh police sent detectives to California to 

interview Spiegel, who said he is talking to authorities 

and providing "all relevant materials." 

People who have been committed are not eligible 

to buy weapons in Pennsylvania. The Allegheny 

County Sheriff's Office tracks the involuntary 

commitments and enters them in a database, which 

has more than 16,100 names of people who have been 

involuntarily committed since 2006, Cmdr. Michele 

Terry said. 

http://online.wsj.com/article/APfe78b9be95d44bbcb58caaf5fa78d749.html?KEYWORDS=firearm
http://online.wsj.com/article/APfe78b9be95d44bbcb58caaf5fa78d749.html?KEYWORDS=firearm


Those names also are reported to the state police, 

but Pennsylvania does not submit mental health 

information to the FBI's National Instant Criminal 

Background Check System. There is no national law 

requiring states to do so. 

Shick had been committed in Oregon and bought 

his weapons in New Mexico, Zappala said. 

A background check would not reveal whether 

someone trying to buy a gun in another state was ever 

committed in Pennsylvania, said state police Lt. Troy 

Lokhaiser, who heads the firearms division. 

"We're trying to get it resolved but there's still 

some legal issues," Lokhaiser said. 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/ne

ws/pittsburgh/s_789023.html 

 

12-03-29 Video: Philly Cop Chokes Corrections 

Officer 

PHILADELPHIA - Only on Fox: a controversial 

arrest is caught on tape when a Philadelphia police 

officer chokes an off-duty corrections officer in public 

who was legally carrying a gun. 

Slideshow: Cop Confronts Corrections Officer  

The corrections officer says he was out for lunch 

with his dad when he was approached by cops, choked 

by a sergeant and handcuffed. 

The incident was all over a gun the corrections 

officer was carrying legally with a permit. 

It is now under investigation by police and 

corrections officials. 

Video shows the scene inside Freddy and Tony's 

Restaurant on West Allegheny on Sunday afternoon 

when a police sergeant put a two-hand choke hold on 

the neck of 27-year-old Joshua Arroyo. 

The choke-hold incident was touched off when 

officers arrived at the crowded, popular restaurant 

looking for a man with a gun. 

The man turned out to be Arroyo, seen in the video 

patiently waiting for his lunch with his father, who is 

also a veteran corrections officer. 

Arroyo's lawyer says when police ask to see his 

holstered gun, Arroyo showed them the weapon, his 

badge and a license to carry the weapon. 

Police took the gun and then the sergeant asked 

him to step to the front to continue the conversation. 

When Arroyo tried to go back to the table, the scuffle 

broke out. 

Arroyo was taken from the restaurant to a hospital 

complaining of injuries. 

He was charged with recklessly endangering 

another person and disorderly conduct for using 

obscene language. There were no gun charges filed. 

"He provided the appropriate permit to carry a 

weapon. Showed, identified himself as a corrections 

officer and then the tape speaks for itself," says his 

lawyer. 

Police won't comment on the incident because 

internal affairs is investigating. 

Two witnesses told Fox 29 news Arroyo did 

nothing wrong. 

Police sources say it was only when Arroyo went 

to retrieve his gun at the table that the sergeant 

stepped in, used the choke hold and placed Arroyo 

under arrest. 

Arroyo was not available for an interview. 

Corrections officials say Arroyo reported the incident 

to his superiors immediately and remains on the job. 

Police returned Arroyo's weapon and the bullets. 

He was released without bail. Officers did file use of 

force reports on the incident. 

http://www.myfoxphilly.com/dpp/news/local_news

/video%3A-philly-cop-chokes-corrections-officer 

 

12-03-28 Local mayors fight proposed state gun 

legislation 

House Bill 1523 would make it legal for people 

and groups to sue municipalities that have stricter gun 

reporting laws 

A proposed gun law before the State House is 

getting some push back from mayors across the state 

worried about increasing gun violence. The proposal 

would open the door for more lawsuits against some 

anti-gun ordinances. 

Lancaster is one of 30 municipalities around the 

state that has stricter gun laws than at the state level. 

Some gun activists are upset over the municipalities 

limiting gun rights. To fight back, Representative 

Daryl Metcalfe has proposed a state law that would 

make it easier for groups to challenge these 

ordinances. 

The right to bears arms is given to each and every 

American citizen by the writings of our founding 

fathers. The extent of those rights continues to be an 

ongoing battle across the country and at the state 

capitol. 

"It's going to discourage municipalities from trying 

to do something about gun violence," said Lancaster 

Mayor Rick Gray during a rally at the Capitol 

yesterday. 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/pittsburgh/s_789023.html
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/pittsburgh/s_789023.html
http://www.myfoxphilly.com/dpp/news/local_news/video%3A-philly-cop-chokes-corrections-officer
http://www.myfoxphilly.com/dpp/news/local_news/video%3A-philly-cop-chokes-corrections-officer


Four mayors from around the Commonwealth 

descended on Harrisburg yesterday to oppose House 

Bill 1523. The bill would make it easier for people 

and groups to raise lawsuits against the 30 

municipalities statewide who have stricter gun 

reporting laws. Those reporting laws require gun 

owners to report their gun lost or stolen within 72 

hours or face a maximum $1,000 fine or 90 days in 

jail. 

"It is going to take necessary money away from 

police, fire and public works and use it on lawyers to 

defend frivolous lawsuits," Gray said. 

"People can be secure in their homes. They don't 

have to fear the District Attorney coming after them if 

they are defending themselves or their families," said 

bill sponsor Daryl Metcalfe, (R) Butler County. 

Representative Metcalfe introduced the bill and 

says it's the only way to fight back against 

municipalities that are overstepping their bounds. 

"Once again, reaffirming our god given right for 

individuals to protect themselves, their families and 

their properties from the criminal element that would 

like to do them harm," he said while talking about gun 

rights and the Castle Doctrine. 

Many believe this bill is written with the NRA in 

mind. The State Supreme Court struck down the 

NRA's ability to sue Pittsburgh over their reporting 

law. The bill would make it possible for people and 

groups not from the area or not even involved in the 

gun violation or the specific case, to sue the 

municipality. 

House Bill 1523 got the go ahead from a House 

Committee in a 19 to 4 vote in February. But, there 

have been no votes or debates scheduled before the 

full House. A similar measure has also been 

introduced in the Senate. 

http://www.fox43.com/news/wpmt-amnews-house-

bill-1523,0,6396019.story 

 

12-03-28 Metcalfe gun-law bill raises ire of 

mayors 

A controversial gun bill drew criticism on Tuesday 

from several Pennsylvania mayors who say it would 

undermine local ordinances requiring firearm owners 

to report lost or stolen guns. 

Sponsored by state Rep. Daryl Metcalfe, R-

Cranberry, the bill would permit gun owners who 

challenge such ordinances to collect legal fees and 

damages from municipalities. 

Pittsburgh City Council in December 2008 passed 

legislation requiring owners of lost or stolen handguns 

to report them missing within 24 hours of discovering 

them gone. 

The city's law department, however, issued an 

opinion the same month declaring the ordinance 

unenforceable, citing existing state law and legal 

precedence, as well as the city's Home Rule Charter. 

Still, the ordinance remains on the books. In more 

than three years, police have yet to charge anyone 

with violating it, according to City Solicitor Daniel 

Regan. 

"I am not aware of a set of facts that would have 

led to it being enforced," he said. 

Philadelphia Mayor Michael Nutter and several 

other mayors criticized Metcalfe's bill at the state 

Capitol. They blamed the state Legislature for failing 

to pass statewide gun-control measures. 

"There's no theories here," Nutter said at a news 

conference. "No one is theoretically dying in 

Philadelphia -- 316 homicides last year, 85 percent 

with guns, all of which were illegal. That's what we're 

talking about. That's all that matters." 

Metcalfe said his bill is intended to ensure 

compliance with existing state law banning local gun-

control ordinances. He called the critics "brazenly 

arrogant." 

"No elected official is above the law, and when 

they pass their own ordinance and ignore the state law 

they're putting themselves above the law," Metcalfe 

said. 

His bill is pending in the House. 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/ne

ws/pittsburgh/s_788659.html 

 

12-03-28 Nutter joins mayors in Harrisburg to 

garner support for local gun laws 

HARRISBURG - Mayor Nutter joined leaders of 

four other Pennsylvania cities on the Capitol steps to 

deliver a singular message to the General Assembly 

on Tuesday: Don't strip of us of our ability to make 

public safety decisions in our communities. 

That, the mayors fear, would be the consequence of 

bills pending in the state House and Senate that would 

penalize municipalities for enacting gun-control 

ordinances that go further than existing state law. 

Nutter, along with the mayors of Chester, 

Lancaster, and Allentown - all cities which, like 

Philadelphia, now require gun owners to report lost or 

stolen weapons - spoke against the legislation at a 

http://www.fox43.com/news/wpmt-amnews-house-bill-1523,0,6396019.story
http://www.fox43.com/news/wpmt-amnews-house-bill-1523,0,6396019.story
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/pittsburgh/s_788659.html
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/pittsburgh/s_788659.html


news conference and met privately with legislators to 

urge them to reject the bills 

"You'd think, with something as significant and 

lethal as a gun, that any law-abiding citizen would 

want to report a dangerous device that may end up in 

the hands of a person who shouldn't have a weapon or 

sold to someone who can't legally possess it," said 

Nutter. 

The four cities were among 30 that enacted lost-

and-stolen gun reporting requirements after similar 

statewide legislation failed in 2008. 

The mayors, along with Pittsburgh City 

Councilman Bruce Kraus - who authored that city's 

lost-and-stolen ordinance and spoke on behalf of 

Mayor Luke Ravenstahl - emphasized that they 

support citizens' Second Amendment right to bear 

arms, but believe the pending bills are based on 

unfounded fears of city governments' taking away 

such rights. 

That concern was voiced Tuesday when backers of 

the bills sat down Tuesday with the visiting mayors, 

according to people who were present. One legislator 

made the "slippery slope" argument - that a relatively 

modest gun-control measure could lead to greater 

restrictions on law-abiding gun owners. Nutter 

retorted: "Slippery slopes don't kill people." 

He rattled off Philadelphia's 2011 statistics: 316 

homicides, 85 percent with guns, all of them illegal. 

The proposed legislation also would allow 

nonresidents and gun-rights groups such as the 

National Rifle Association to challenge local laws in 

court and force municipalities to pay double their 

actual damages, plus attorney fees and costs, even if 

the municipality repealed its ordinance while such a 

suit is pending. 

The House version, House Bill 1523, has received 

preliminary approval but has not been scheduled for a 

final vote. The Senate bill, Senate Bill 1438, is still in 

committee. 

Nutter predicted that the flood of resulting lawsuits 

would bankrupt or severely harm cities that are 

already cash-strapped. "It's a waste of taxpayer money 

to defend ourselves when we are trying to defend our 

people," he said. "It's a mindless debate." 

Ordinances in Pittsburgh and Philadelphia have 

thus far survived court challenges. In several cases, 

state judges ruled that various plaintiffs, including the 

NRA, did not have standing in court to sue. 

Supporters of the bills now pending in Harrisburg 

say the cities' ordinances violate state gun laws' 

"preemption" language, which bars localities from 

imposing their own regulations on lawful gun 

ownership. 

"My main purpose is to have one set of firearms 

laws across the state," said Sen. Rich Alloway (R., 

Franklin), prime sponsor of the Senate measure. "With 

multiple laws, you have people with no criminal intent 

breaking laws they didn't know existed." 

Critics also say the municipalities that have enacted 

the lost-and-stolen reporting ordinances have not 

enforced them. 

Nutter and the other mayors said their intent is less 

about making single arrests for failure to report guns 

lost or stolen, and more about gaining enough 

momentum to one day prevail in the legislature, as 

they did by passing local smoking and texting-while-

driving bans, which eventually became state law. 

The mayors also contended that the legislature has 

put them in a kind of vise grip: Lawmakers won't pass 

a statewide lost-and-stolen gun reporting law, and 

now they want to prevent cities from acting on their 

own. 

"We can't protect the people we were elected to 

protect," said Mayor John Linder of Chester, where 

the city controller, Edith Blackwell, is recovering 

from a wound she received from a stray bullet while 

standing outside a gas station in broad daylight. 

"Ordinances set an example for what the people 

behind us should do on a state basis," said Nutter, 

gesturing to the Capitol building behind him. "Now 

the problem is being enforced on the local level 

http://articles.philly.com/2012-03-

28/news/31250139_1_gun-laws-gun-rights-gun-

owners 

 

12-03-28 Douse the flames, Mr. President!  

By Pat Buchanan 

Barack Obama's statement that the death of 

Trayvon Martin was a tragedy that cries out for a 

more thorough investigation was the right and 

necessary thing to say. But it fell far short of what was 

needed: a presidential call for a halt to the rhetoric that 

is stirring up racial rage and inflaming the nation. 

Addressing the Sanford, Fla., incident, Black 

Muslim minister Louis Farrakhan tweeted: "Where 

there is no justice, there will be no peace. Soon, and 

very soon, the law of retaliation may ... be applied." 

The New Black Panther Party issued a "Wanted 

Dead or Alive" poster featuring the face of George 

Zimmerman, the man who shot Martin. Panther leader 

http://articles.philly.com/2012-03-28/news/31250139_1_gun-laws-gun-rights-gun-owners
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Mikhail Muhammad offered $10,000 for 

Zimmerman's capture and called for 5,000 black men 

to run him down. "If the government won't do the job, 

we'll do it," he warned. 

The Grio, a black news and opinion website, 

compares the killing of Trayvon Martin to the 1955 

murder of Emmett Till in Mississippi. 

Till, 14, had flirted with a white woman. Her 

husband and brother kidnapped, mutilated and 

murdered the boy and dumped his body into a river. 

Till was lynched. Martin was shot by an overzealous 

Neighborhood Watch volunteer who grew suspicious 

of an unfamiliar black man or youth in a hoodie 

walking at night in the rain in a gated community he 

patrolled. 

What appears to have happened is that, after 

alerting police to Martin's presence, Zimmerman 

followed him in his SUV -- against the advice of the 

cops. Where the street ended, Zimmerman got out. 

A fight ensued. According to two witnesses, 

Zimmerman was losing, flat on his back, screaming 

for help. Police say that when they got there, they 

found Martin dead and Zimmerman with a bloody 

nose, a cut on the back of his head and grass stains on 

the back of his shirt. 

Did Zimmerman, on his back, fearing this kid 

might beat him to death or grab his gun, fire in 

presumed self-defense? Did Martin, who had a right 

to be enraged with this character following and 

hassling him, start the fight? 

Would Zimmerman, who carried a legal firearm, 

start a fistfight with a 17-year-old football player who 

was reportedly 6 inches taller? 

The scenario above appears to be the one upon 

which Sanford police relied when they declined to 

arrest Zimmerman. That Trayvon's body was taken to 

the morgue and identified as "John Doe" suggests that 

the police, too, concluded he was an intruder. 

They were terribly wrong, as was Zimmerman. But 

to call this cold-blooded murder or an Emmett Till-

type lynching appears, from the existing evidence, to 

be both demagogic and inflammatory. 

Yet, there are questions that need answers. Why, 

with a dead teenager, did the Sanford police not bring 

in Zimmerman and get his story on paper? 

Zimmerman's father calls the media portrayal of 

his son as a racist an injustice, saying his son grew up 

in a multiracial family and has many black friends. 

And the clamor of the crowd -- "Arrest him!" -- 

raises a question. Arrest him for what? If the Sanford 

police believe they have no case for murder or 

manslaughter or any felony, what do they charge him 

with? 

More critically, where is President Obama? When 

Rep. Gabrielle Giffords was shot during a rampage by 

a crazed gunman, Obama stepped in with a splendid 

address to cool the passions and call a halt to fevered 

accusations of moral complicity in the monstrous 

crime of a lone killer. 

Where is the Obama of Tucson now? 

Pat Buchanan is the author of "Suicide of a 

Superpower: Will America Survive to 2025?" 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/opi

nion/columnists/guests/s_788574.html 

 

12-03-28 FBI Taught Agents They Could ‘Bend 

or Suspend the Law’ 

The FBI taught its agents that they could 

sometimes “bend or suspend the law” in their hunt for 

terrorists and criminals. Other FBI instructional 

material, discovered during a months-long review of 

FBI counterterrorism training, warned agents against 

shaking hands with “Asians” and said Arabs were 

prone to “Jekyll & Hyde temper tantrums.” 

These are just some of the disturbing results of the 

FBI’s six-month review into how the Bureau trained 

its counterterrorism agents. That review, now 

complete, did not result in a single disciplinary action 

for any instructor. Nor did it mandate the retraining of 

any FBI agent exposed to what the Bureau concedes 

was inappropriate material. Nor did it look at any 

intelligence reports that might have been influenced 

by the training. All that has a powerful senator saying 

that the review represents a “failure to adequately 

address” the problem. 

“This is not an effective way to protect the United 

States,” Sen. Richard Durbin, a member of the Senate 

Judiciary Committee overseeing the FBI, tells Danger 

Room about the inappropriate FBI counterterrorism 

training. “It’s stunning that these things could be said 

to members of our FBI in training. It will not make 

them more effective in their work and won’t make 

America safer.” 

At the least, Durbin adds, “those responsible for 

some of the worst parts of this should be reassigned. I 

want FBI agents who were exposed to some of these 

comments to at least have a chance to be spoken to 

and given valid, positive information that can help 

them.” 
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One FBI PowerPoint — disclosed in a letter 

Durbin sent to FBI Director Robert Mueller on 

Tuesday (.PDF) and shared with Danger Room — 

stated: “Under certain circumstances, the FBI has the 

ability to bend or suspend the law to impinge on the 

freedom of others.” An incredulous Durbin told 

Danger Room, “Time and time again when that is 

done, it has not made us safer.” Like other excerpts 

from FBI documents Danger Room reviewed for this 

story, it was not dated and did not include additional 

context explaining what those “circumstances” might 

be. 

FBI spokesman Christopher Allen did not dispute 

the documents’ authenticity. He said he would not 

share the full documents with Danger Room, and was 

“unable to provide” additional information about their 

context, including any indication of how many FBI 

agents were exposed to them. 

“Of the approximately 160,000 pages of training 

material reviewed, less than one percent contained 

factually inaccurate or imprecise information or used 

stereotypes,” Allen told Danger Room. “But mistakes 

were made, and we are correcting those mistakes. 

Through this review process, we recognized that we 

lacked a centralized process to ensure all training 

materials were reviewed and validated. We are 

addressing that gap so this does not happen again.” 

The FBI’s counterterrorism training review was 

prompted by a Danger Room series revealing the 

Bureau taught agents that “mainstream” Muslims 

were “violent“; that Islam made its followers want to 

commit “genocide“; and that an FBI intelligence 

analyst compared Islam to the Death Star from Star 

Wars. The review led the bureau to remove hundreds 

of pages of documents from its training course. 

On Friday, the FBI announced the results of its 

internal review. After six months of internal inquiry, it 

released a statement instructing that “training would 

conform to constitutional principles” and “emphasize 

the protection of civil rights and civil liberties.” 

Written materials “must be reviewed carefully by 

supervisory-level personnel possessing an appropriate 

level of understanding of relevant topics.” 

No one who prepared any of the “factually 

inaccurate or imprecise” instructional material faced 

disciplinary action. “All FBI employees who prepared 

inaccurate, imprecise, or stereotyped materials were 

interviewed,” Allen said. “It was made clear to them 

what was wrong with the materials and why they were 

not acceptable for FBI training.” 

That’s left Sen. Durbin dissatisfied. 

On Tuesday, Durbin wrote to FBI Director Mueller 

objecting to the FBI’s plans not to disclose the results 

of the inquiry; not to discipline those responsible for 

the offending documents; to exclude “FBI intelligence 

analyses of Islam and American Muslims” from the 

inquiry’s purview; and not to retrain agents who were 

exposed to the shoddy instructional material. 

“If the FBI does not identify agents who received 

inaccurate information and take steps to retrain them, 

there is a real risk that agents will be operating on 

false assumptions about Arab Americans and 

American Muslims,” Durbin wrote to Mueller. “This 

could harm counterterrorism efforts by leading FBI 

agents to target individuals based on their religion or 

ethnicity, rather than suspicion of wrongdoing.” 

A sample of that possibly harmful training comes 

from a document on “Establishing Relationships,” 

which instructed: “Never attempt to shake hands with 

an Asian. Never stare at an Asian. Never try to speak 

to an Arab female prior to approaching the Arab male 

first.” 

Another document, titled “Control and Temper,” 

contrasted the “Western Mind” with that of the “Arab 

World.” The “Western” mind possessed an “even 

keel” and “outbursts” of emotion were “exceptional.” 

In the “Arab World,” by contrast, “Outburst and Loss 

of Control [is] Expected.” A bullet point below asked, 

“What’s wrong with frequent Jekyll & Hyde temper 

tantrums?” 

Many U.S. Muslims have been under government 

surveillance since 9/11, even without suspicion of a 

crime. The FBI has created “geo-maps” of where 

Muslims around the U.S. congregate and do business, 

untethered to specific criminal investigations. The 

New York Police Department has performed similar 

surveillance on Muslim communities in New York 

City, as an extensive Associated Press inquiry has 

revealed. 

Durbin said he wants to give Mueller, with whom 

he has a “positive working relationship,” a chance to 

respond to his letter before taking any further steps 

with the Judiciary Committee to compel additional 

FBI action. But he expressed surprise that the FBI 

could have taught its agents that “bending or 

suspending” the law was sometimes acceptable. 

“I cannot imagine that was actually said,” Durbin 

said, adding that the FBI provided him no context as 

to what circumstances might justify acting outside the 

law. “It creates a license for activity that could on its 



face be illegal, and certainly inconsistent with our 

values.” 

http://www.wired.com/dangerroom/2012/03/fbi-

bend-suspend-law/ 

 

12-03-28 Ask Canada -- gun registration won't 

make D.C. safer 

The D.C. Council will soon vote on a new law that 

would eliminate several obstacles for gun buyers -- a 

five-hour training course, ballistics testing, a vision 

test, and a ban on certain types of ammunition. But 

they will leave unchanged the registration requirement 

for gun owners. D.C. could learn a lot from Canada's 

decision to finally rescind its gun registry in February. 

Beginning in 1998, Canadians spent a whopping 

$2.7 billion on creating and running a registry for long 

guns -- in the U.S., the same amount per gun owner 

would come to $67 billion. For all that money, the 

registry was never credited with solving a single 

murder. Instead, it became an enormous waste of 

police officers' time, diverting their efforts from 

traditional policing activities. 

Gun control advocates have long claimed that 

registration is a safety issue. Their reasoning is 

straightforward: If a gun is left at a crime scene, and it 

was registered to the person who committed the 

crime, the registry will link it back to the criminal. 

Unfortunately, it rarely works out this way. 

Criminals are seldom stupid enough to leave behind 

crime guns that are registered to themselves.  

From 2003 to 2009, there were 4,257 homicides in 

Canada, 1,314 of which were committed with 

firearms. Data provided last fall by the Library of 

Parliament reveal that murder weapons were 

recovered in fewer than one-third of the homicides 

with firearms. About three-quarters of the identified 

weapons were unregistered. Of the weapons that were 

registered, about half were registered to someone 

other than the person accused of the homicide. 

In only 62 cases -- that is, nine per year, or about 1 

percent of all homicides in Canada -- was the gun 

registered to the accused. Even in these, the registry 

does not appear to have played an important role in 

finding the killer. The Royal Canadian Mounted 

Police and the Chiefs of Police have not yet provided 

a single example in which tracing was of more than 

peripheral importance in solving a case. 

Note that the data provided above cover all guns, 

including handguns. It isn't just the long-gun registry -

- there is also no evidence that Canada's handgun 

registry, started in 1934, has ever been important in 

solving a single homicide. 

In parts of the United States where registration is 

required, the results have been no different. Neither 

Hawaii, D.C., nor Chicago can point to any crimes 

that have been solved using registration records. 

Nor is there any evidence that registration has 

reduced homicides. Research published last year by 

McMaster University professor Caillin Langmann in 

the Journal of Interpersonal Violence confirmed what 

other academic studies have found: "This study failed 

to demonstrate a beneficial association between 

legislation and firearm homicide rates between 1974 

and 2008." There is not a single refereed academic 

study by criminologists or economists that has found a 

significant benefit. A recent Angus Reid poll indicates 

that Canadians understand this, with only 13 percent 

believing that the registry has been successful. 

The problem isn't just that the $2.7 billion spent on 

registration over 17 years hasn't solved any crimes. It 

is that the money could have been used to put more 

police on the street or pay for more health care or cut 

taxes.  

An extra $160 million a year pays for a lot of 

police officers -- 2,300, to be precise, if their average 

annual compensation is $70,000. Academic research 

by one of us (Lott) indicates that adding that many 

street officers would reduce the number of violent 

crimes in Canada by about 1,800 per year. 

Registration carries with it no such benefit. 

Canadians may not worry about Second 

Amendment rights, but they can spot a waste of 

money as well as we can. Hopefully, D.C., like 

Canada, realizes it's better to spend money on 

something that will actually do some good. 

John R. Lott Jr. is the author of More Guns, Less 

Crime and a former chief economist for the U.S. 

Sentencing Commission. Gary Mauser is professor 

emeritus at Simon Fraser University. 

http://washingtonexaminer.com/opinion/op-

eds/2012/03/ask-canada-gun-registration-wont-make-

dc-safer/412041 

 

12-03-28 Read the FBI Memo: Agents Can 

‘Suspend the Law’ 

The FBI once taught its agents that they can “bend 

or suspend the law” as they wiretap suspects. But the 

bureau says it didn’t really mean it, and has now 

removed the document from its counterterrorism 

training curriculum, calling it an “imprecise” 

http://www.wired.com/dangerroom/2012/03/fbi-bend-suspend-law/
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instruction. Which is a good thing, national security 

attorneys say, because the FBI’s contention that it can 

twist the law in pursuit of suspected terrorists is just 

wrong. 

“Dismissing this statement as ‘imprecise’ is a 

rather unsatisfying response given the very precise 

lines Congress and the courts have repeatedly drawn 

between what is and is not permissible, even in 

counterterrorism cases, over the past decade,” Steve 

Vladeck, a national-security law professor at 

American University, says. “It might technically be 

true that the FBI has certain authorities when 

conducting counterterrorism investigations that the 

Constitution otherwise forbids, but that’s good only so 

far as it goes.” 

The reference to law-bending was noted in a letter 

to FBI Director Robert Mueller from Sen. Richard 

Durbin that Danger Room obtained. When Danger 

Room asked for the original document, the FBI 

initially declined. On Wednesday, a Bureau 

spokesperson relented, but refused to say who 

prepared the document; how long it was in circulation; 

and how many FBI agents, analysts and officials 

received its instruction. 

The undated piece of instructional material (.pdf) 

notes that “under certain circumstances, the FBI has 

the ability to bend or suspend the law to impinge on 

the freedom of others.” Those circumstances include 

“the ability to gather information on individuals which 

would normally be protected under the U.S. 

Constitution through the use of FISA [the Foreign 

Intelligence Surveillance Act], Title 3 monitoring 

[general law enforcement surveillance], NSL 

[National Security Letter] reports, etc.” 

Some surveillance experts were confused by that 

explanation. Surveillance under the Foreign 

Intelligence Surveillance Act or so-called “Title-3? 

law-enforcement surveillance requires the approval of 

judges. National Security Letters — administrative 

subpoenas for records issued by FBI officials, not 

judges — are troubling to civil libertarians, as the 

practice is rife for abuse, but the issuance of the letters 

themselves is legal. In other words, there shouldn’t be 

any suspension of the law. 

“This certainly does not read as if a lawyer wrote 

it,” says Robert Chesney, a national-security expert at 

the University of Texas’ law school. “Congress has 

given the FBI the authority to wiretap, collect 

business records, and gather other forms of 

information for intelligence purposes, subject to 

certain safeguards. It is a severe misstatement to refer 

to the exercise of these lawful authorities as ‘bending’ 

or ‘suspending’ the law; that mischaracterization runs 

the risk of both delegitimizing these lawful tools and, 

simultaneously, conveying to agents the mistaken 

impression that there might be some more general 

power to disobey the law during intelligence 

investigations.” 

The FBI discovered the document, removed it from 

its curriculum, and allowed aides to the Senate 

Judiciary Committee to examine it as part of a six-

month review into improper counterterrorism training 

spurred by Danger Room’s reporting. It was among 

hundreds of pages of training material — out of 

160,000 reviewed, the FBI says — that the FBI took 

out of circulation for “imprecision”; inaccuracy; 

reliance on racial, ethnic or religious stereotypes; or 

conflating illegal behavior with constitutionally 

protected activities. No FBI official responsible for 

any of the discarded training material received 

disciplinary action. 

http://www.wired.com/dangerroom/2012/03/fbi-

memo-bend-suspend-law/ 

 

12-03-28 Why Does The Department Of 

Homeland Security Need 450 MILLION Hollow 

Point Bullets? 

Somebody out there has decided that the 

Department of Homeland Security needs a whole lot 

of ammunition. Recently it was announced that ATK 

was awarded a contract to provide up to 450 

MILLION hollow point bullets to the Department of 

Homeland Security over the next five years. Is it just 

me, or does that sound incredibly excessive? What in 

the world is the DHS going to do with 450 million 

rounds? What possible event would ever require that 

much ammunition? If the United States was ever 

invaded, it would be the job of the U.S. military to 

defend the country, so that can't be it. So what are all 

of those bullets for? Who does the Department of 

Homeland Security plan to be shooting at? According 

to the U.S. Census, there are only about 311 million 

people living in the entire country. So why does the 

Department of Homeland Security need 450 million 

rounds of ammunition? Either this is an incredible 

waste or there is something that the Department of 

Homeland Security is not telling us. 

I could understand if the U.S. military was ordering 

ammunition in this quantity. When you fight wars you 

can go through ammunition very rapidly. 

http://www.wired.com/dangerroom/2012/03/fbi-memo-bend-suspend-law/
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But the Department of Homeland Security is only 

supposed to be shooting at people very rarely. 

It simply does not make sense that they would need 

so much ammunition. 

The following is an excerpt from the official press 

release about this deal between ATK and the 

Department of Homeland Security.... 

ATK announced that it is being awarded an 

Indefinite Delivery/Indefinite Quantity (IDIQ) 

agreement from the Department of Homeland 

Security, U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement 

(DHS, ICE) for .40 caliber ammunition. This contract 

features a base of 12 months, includes four option 

years, and will have a maximum volume of 450 

million rounds. 

ATK was the incumbent and won the contract with 

its HST bullet, which has proven itself in the field. 

The special hollow point effectively passes through a 

variety of barriers and holds its jacket in the toughest 

conditions. HST is engineered for 100-percent weight 

retention, limits collateral damage, and avoids over-

penetration. 

"We are proud to extend our track record as the 

prime supplier of .40 caliber duty ammunition for 

DHS, ICE," said Ron Johnson, President of ATK's 

Security and Sporting group. 

But this is not the only kind of ammo that the DHS 

is placing an order for. 

Business Insider is also reporting that the 

Department of Homeland Security is seeking to buy 

175 million rifle ammunition rounds.... 

We've also learned that the Department has an 

open bid for a stockpile of rifle ammo. Listed on the 

federal business opportunities network, they're 

looking for up to 175 million rounds of .233 caliber 

ammo to be exact. The 223 is almost exactly the same 

round used by NATO forces, the 5.56 x 45mm. 

This all comes at a time when gun sales are 

absolutely going through the roof in the United States. 

Gun manufacturer Sturm, Ruger & Co. recently 

announced that it would be suspending new orders 

until May because it received orders for more than 

one million guns during the months of January and 

February. 

The following announcement about this suspension 

of sales comes from their official website.... 

The Company's Retailer Programs that were 

offered from January 1, 2012 through February 29, 

2012 were very successful and generated significant 

orders from retailers to independent wholesale 

distributors for Ruger firearms.  

Year-to-date, the independent wholesale 

distributors placed orders with the Company for more 

than one million Ruger firearms.  

Despite the Company's continuing successful 

efforts to increase production rates, the incoming 

order rate exceeds our capacity to rapidly fulfill these 

orders. Consequently, the Company has temporarily 

suspended the acceptance of new orders.  

The Company expects to resume the normal 

acceptance of orders by the end of May 2012.  

Since Barack Obama first took office, gun sales in 

America have risen to extraordinary levels. 

Overall, more than 10 million guns were sold in the 

United States during 2011. 

And gun sales have continued to rise at a brisk 

pace in 2012. The following was recently posted on 

Yahoo News.... 

The NSSF said that 920,840 instant criminal 

background checks were made in January alone, a 

gain of 17.3% over the same month in 2011. This now 

makes it the 20th consecutive month of increases. 

While using the number of background checks is a 

good measurement of sales, it doesn't paint the whole 

picture as some checks are used for the purchases of 

multiple firearms. Also, some private transfers and 

sales from gun shows are exempt, making the actual 

number of guns sold higher. 

According to Gallup, 41 percent of all Americans 

said that they owned a gun in 2010. But when that 

question was asked again in 2011, that number had 

risen to 47 percent. 

Clearly, a lot of Americans are feeling the need to 

arm themselves. 

Unfortunately, they may find themselves short on 

ammunition for those guns considering how much 

ammo the government is buying up. 

So what is causing everyone to buy so many guns? 

Well, without a doubt we are likely to see a rise in 

crime as the U.S. economy continues to crumble. 

People want to be able to protect themselves and their 

families when everything falls apart. In fact, we are 

already starting to see some really violent home 

invasions in many parts of the nation. Many in the 

prepper movement are deeply concerned about the 

direction this country is headed and they want to be 

prepared for whatever happens. 

Of course the rising gang problem in America is a 

major concern too. According to the FBI there are 



now 1.4 million gang members living in the United 

States, and that number has increased by 40 percent 

since 2009. Many urban communities have essentially 

been taken over by these gangs, and many of these 

gangs are definitely not shy about using violence. 

Average Americans that live in these communities 

want to be able to have a fighting chance against these 

gangs. 

But that doesn't explain why the DHS needs so 

much ammunition. Yes, our world is becoming 

increasingly unstable, but under what conditions does 

the DHS ever anticipate firing off 450 million rounds? 

Something does not add up. If anyone has a 

possible explanation for why the DHS would need 

450 million rounds of ammunition, please post a 

comment and share your thoughts with us below.... 

http://endoftheamericandream.com/archives/why-

does-the-department-of-homeland-security-need-450-

million-hollow-point-

bullets?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_cam

paign=why-does-the-department-of-homeland-
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12-03-27 The Path of the Gun: The Virtue of the 

Martial Art of Firearms 

In everything there is an aura, a quality that 

resonates a variety of harmonies depending on whom 

you speak with. The gun is seen by many as 

malevolent, an entity capable of great harm unto itself. 

By others it is an implement, a necessary tool for the 

defense of self and others. For me it is a part of the art 

of the gun, a necessary component in this physically 

disabled person’s desire for peace. 

The obvious question raised by the statement above 

is, “How can you be peaceful or desire peace if you 

train in martial arts or carry a firearm?” Peace is not 

just about tranquility; peace is also security of oneself, 

harmony in personal relations or a state of mutual 

agreement between entities. To be truly secure as an 

individual one must be both willing and able to 

protect oneself against unfortunate possibilities that 

may occur, be they human, animal or natural in 

design. 

History shows that people have carried rocks, 

clubs, swords, bows and much more for defense. 

History also shows that the large percentage of deaths 

relating to the use of weapons have occurred at the 

behest of government, Additionally, history reflects 

that whenever a government restricted the ability of 

the population to defend itself, either against the 

government or criminals they have adapted and 

created some of the finest physical martial art systems 

in the world. Muy Thai, Escrima, Kung Fu, Karate 

and more were invented and spread in no small part 

due to the states desire to see the people defenseless 

for the sake of enslavement. 

Weapons too have been transformed literally from 

farming implements to supplement a population of 

individuals made defenseless by its ruling masters. 

The Ton-fa, Bo, Nun-chucks and more were taken 

from common farming implements and adapted to 

make interesting and effective defensive weapons. 

Entire schools of martial arts and philosophies 

surround many of these weapons and many long years 

can easily be spent learning the use of just one of 

these antiquated and yet still effective tools. 

Weapons have evolved with time and technology 

and now we have firearms and with firearms we have 

people who would rather not see these tools in the 

hands of the general population. I have spoken with 

politicians, police officers and individuals in the 

training world who dislike that I learn and teach the 

same tactics allowed for law enforcement and military 

to regular citizens. There are organizations partially 

funded by or that support political leaders specifically 

designed to discredit the need and use of firearms. As 

a student of history it is easy for me to respond to all 

of the previously mentioned people and organizations. 

When the people cannot defend themselves 

dictators rule. When the people will not defend 

themselves death occurs. When people do not take 

personal responsibility for their own security there is 

none. History outlines what happens when people are 

kept from defending themselves. Hitler banned guns 

and slaughtered millions of his own citizens. Pol Pot 

banned private gun ownership and then murdered 

millions. The same thing has happened since before 

the Pharaohs of Egypt, and though I am not a religious 

person the Old Testament clearly outlines what 

happened to the Jews when they had their ability to 

defend themselves restricted by the Pharaoh. 

At no point in history has taking away the ability of 

the common man to defend themselves ended 

positively. However, does this address the Path of the 

Gun? In some ways, it does, by helping the common 

man understand that the handgun is the modern short 

sword and the rifle it bow and arrow we show that just 

as we drive cars instead of ride in horse drawn carts 

we have evolved. There are those who would say that 

we should have no need for weapons, I would submit 
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that those individuals are neither students of history 

nor the present realities of the world. At this point in 

history over just the last 200 years governments have 

slaughtered more people, destroyed more property and 

caused more mayhem than throughout any other 

period of history combined. 

Now more than ever the common man needs to 

arm themselves, to learn the path of the gun, or to at 

least understand it. Now more than ever the common 

man should be prepared for the day when the state 

they currently rely on turns on them and rapes their 

women, steals their homes and murders their men. 

History shows us this is not just a theory, it is a 

reality, it happens, has happened, and will continue to 

happen as long as the state exists. Until man evolves 

past the need for masters and gods we will continue to 

be oppressed, murdered, raped and will need to defend 

ourselves. On a much smaller scale there is the non 

state related criminal element. Defense of self against 

them is also necessary, and for someone like myself 

who is physically incapable of running away or 

engaging in a match of muscles the path of the gun 

allows me to practice a martial art and still defend 

myself. 

I have a daughter, wife and son, they mean more to 

me than any other human on the planet. I hope to raise 

them to understand that defense of self is never bad, 

and by embracing the positive aspects of the path of 

the gun it is possible and even likely that they will 

continue the tradition. More importantly, I will teach 

them what I have learned. I will teach them the Non 

Aggression Principle, and to Do No Harm. I will teach 

them that self-defense is not aggression, that directing 

harm at someone or something is never good unless in 

defense of self. I will teach them to think, reason and 

use logic. And I will teach them to avoid problems 

whenever possible, that this approach to life is not 

cowardly but intelligent. 

I have been putting together a program that allows 

me to teach beginners how to approach the martial art 

that is the path of the gun. Much like Bruce Lee did 

when he stepped outside the boundaries of 

conventional martial arts my approach discards many 

things that leading trainers across the United States 

would have you believe are essential aspects. 

However, because I am disabled, and others are 

female, male, youths, elderly and more I see a strict 

one approach as a hindrance to the path of the gun. As 

a result my approach has been more Taoist in nature, 

adapting as water to the terrain, flowing around 

obstacles and creating beautiful success stories in the 

process. 

The path of the gun is not to be discarded lightly, 

and if you are one of those who believes guns to be 

the great evil on the planet. Remember, it’s not guns 

in the hands of the common man that cause the 

problems, numerically it is your state and its minions 

who would win that race hands down. 

Stop, think, and remember liberty begins with the 

mind. 

http://zerogov.com/?p=2623 

 

12-03-27 Penn Hills gun owner fights new 

charges 

A Penn Hills gun collector just beginning probation 

was told by his probation officer that he had a week to 

get rid of 165 guns, the man's attorney said on 

Monday. But an hour later, officers came to confiscate 

his collection, leading to a new batch of charges 

against Charles Rullo, 54, his lawyer said. 

A criminal complaint says the probation officer 

told Rullo two weeks before the guns were taken that 

he was not allowed to have firearms. 

Rullo remained in the Allegheny County Jail on $1 

million bond after his arrest on Friday. Common Pleas 

Judge Edward Borkowski is reviewing the bail. 

Allegheny County police charged Rullo with 164 

counts of being a person who should not possess a 

firearm, possessing a firearm with an obliterated 

manufacturer's number and two counts of possessing 

an offensive weapon. 

"My client was going to comply (and get rid of the 

weapons), but he didn't get a chance," said Michael 

Foglia, who represents Rullo. "They're blowing this 

case way out of proportion. I can understand that the 

guns were loaded, but they were all locked up in his 

house." 

The criminal complaint against Rullo says about 

half of the guns, seized by probation officers and Penn 

Hills police, were loaded. Penn Hills police Chief 

Howard Burton did not return a message seeking 

comment. 

The latest charges follow Rullo's guilty plea in 

February to misdemeanor counts of possessing an 

offensive weapon, using an electronic incapacitation 

device and simple assault. Penn Hills police accused 

Rullo of using a stun gun on a bar patron during a 

fight a year earlier. A judge sentenced Rullo to 18 

months of probation on Feb. 6 as part of a plea deal. 

http://zerogov.com/?p=2623


During an intake interview at the Allegheny 

County Probation Office on Feb. 17, Officer Terrence 

Muir met with Rullo and reviewed the rules of his 

probation, including a prohibition against having 

firearms at home, according to the latest criminal 

complaint against Rullo. 

But Foglia said Rullo told him the first time he 

heard he wasn't allowed to have guns was on March 1, 

when Muir visited his home on Hathaway Court. 

Foglia said that after Rullo showed Muir the guns 

in a locked cabinet in the basement, Muir said he had 

seven days to get rid of them. Rullo, who has 

collected guns for about 25 years, planned to call gun 

dealers he knows but didn't get the chance, Foglia 

said. 

Allegheny County police said one gun had an 

obliterated serial number and a silencer and had been 

converted to an automatic weapon, alterations that are 

prohibited. The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms 

and Explosives is tracing the weapons, along with the 

Allegheny County Crime Lab. 

Allegheny County Adult Probation Department 

Director Tom McCaffrey declined to comment on 

Rullo's case but said everyone under supervision is 

told whether they can possess weapons. 

"Most of our work seeing defendants is in the 

field," McCaffrey said. "They have to be able to go 

and see these people at their homes in a safe 

environment, and that's very, very important ... we're 

not going to supervise somebody with a house full of 

guns. It's just dangerous." 

"We felt he was a danger to the community," 

county police Superintendent Charles Moffatt said. 

"When you have somebody who has that many guns, 

it's not really a technicality, it's the letter of the law. 

It's right in the crimes code that you can't possess 

guns." 

Rullo's wife, Staci, said her husband has collected 

guns for years and has a license to carry them. She 

said he would have made arrangements to get rid of 

them if he knew he had to. 

"It's so convoluted at this point," she said. "It's a 

disaster." 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/ne

ws/pittsburgh/s_788474.html# 

 

12-03-26 Trayvon Martin Shooter's Friend: 

George Zimmerman Has 'Virtually Lost His Life, 

Too' 

A friend of neighborhood watch volunteer George 

Zimmerman called for prosecutors investigating the 

shooting of Trayvon Martin to immediately release all 

the evidence in the case to quell cries for 

Zimmerman's arrest, and suggested that because of the 

growing controversy surrounding the case "George 

has virtually lost his life, too." 

Joe Oliver, a family friend who spoke with 

Zimmerman on Saturday, has taken to the airwaves in 

recent days to push back with increasing rhetorical 

force against claims that Zimmerman should be 

arrested for the shooting. Zimmerman has not been 

charged with any crime. 

Trayvon Martin Case: Timeline of Events 

In his efforts to defend Zimmerman, who he says 

has gone into hiding in fear of his life, Oliver, a 

former television journalist, has made a number of 

incendiary -- and at least in one case -- apparently 

contradictory comments. 

Yesterday, Oliver told ABC News' David Muir that 

he "didn't even know whether George pulled the 

trigger." He reiterated that claim Monday to George 

Stephanopoulos on "Good Morning America." 

Authorities have said since the beginning that 

Zimmerman admitted shooting Martin, and numerous 

eyewitnesses have told ABC News they heard a 

gunshot, and ran out of their houses to find 

Zimmerman standing over Martin's body. 

Still, in response to a question about what 

Zimmerman would say to the Martin family if he had 

the opportunity, Oliver replied "that he's very, very 

sorry. That he's very, very sorry, because in many 

ways George has lost his life too." 

On Saturday, Oliver said that Zimmerman 

"couldn't stop crying" in the days following the 

shooting. 

A 911 tape that appears to capture Zimmerman 

uttering a racial slur as he pursued Martin the night of 

February 26 in a gated community has enraged civil 

rights leaders and tens of thousands of people across 

the country. 

In major cities from Los Angeles to New York to 

Miami, huge crowds have turned out to call for 

Zimmerman's arrest. Another rally is planned for this 

afternoon in Sanford. 

Oliver and Craig Sonner, an attorney advising 

Zimmerman, have repeatedly insisted that the totality 

of the evidence will prove that Zimmerman acted in 

self-defense. On Monday, they did not clarify what 

that evidence is. 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/pittsburgh/s_788474.html
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"Many people have made an interpretation of what 

they think happened based upon what they've heard so 

far, what they've seen so far, but they haven't heard 

from George, they haven't seen the evidence,'' said 

Oliver. 

"One of the things that's allowed this to swell so 

big is - what's very confusing to me, just historically, 

we've seen so much evidence in other cases presented 

to the press and allowed to be seen and explored by 

the public, Casey Anthony is my case in point, why 

the difference here? 

"Why haven't we seen the evidence that the 

Sanford police have and let it out there? Until that 

evidence gets out this conversation is going to keep 

ballooning until it explodes." 

In addition to a special prosecutor's state 

investigation in Florida, the Justice Department and 

the FBI are investigating Zimmerman for potential 

civil rights violations. A grand jury is scheduled to 

begin hearing evidence in the case April 10, though 

the special prosecutor, Florida state attorney Angela 

Corey, could ask a judge to sign an arrest warrant at 

any point before then, or she could determine that 

there is not enough evidence to sustain a criminal 

charge. 

Florida's increasingly controversial "stand your 

ground" law was passed in 2005, eliminating the 

requirement that a person seek an alternative -- like 

fleeing -- before using force if they felt they were in 

physical danger. The National Rifle Association and 

other advocates had argued that citizens were being 

arrested for merely defending themselves. 

Florida, like many other states, has long held that 

citizens have the right to defend themselves in their 

own homes. Court rulings have expanded that right to 

include employees in workplaces and drivers in their 

cars. But there was long a reluctance to extend those 

rights to public places, so judges had ruled that 

citizens under threat must make some alternative 

attempt to violence to escape danger. 

In 2005, the Florida House of Representatives 

voted 94-20 in favor of a new, "stand your ground" 

bill that eliminated the requirement to flee. 

The state Senate passed the bill 39-0, and Gov. Jeb 

Bush signed it into law. 

Martin was returning to a friend's home in the 

gated Florida community of Sanford on Feb. 26, 

where Zimmerman, acting as a neighborhood 

watchman, spotted him and called police, describing 

the teen as suspicious. 

He began to follow Martin, and continued speaking 

with police, who warned him repeatedly not to 

approach Martin. 

Martin, meanwhile, was on the phone with a 16-

year-old female friend, who told ABC News that she 

urged Martin to run. 

She said she heard some pushing, and then the line 

went dead. 

"He said this man was watching him, so he put his 

hoodie on. He said he lost the man," the girl told ABC 

News. "I asked Trayvon to run, and he said he was 

going to walk fast. I told him to run but he said he was 

not going to run." 

http://gma.yahoo.com/trayvon-martin-shooters-

friend-george-zimmerman-virtually-lost-125943614--

abc-news.html 
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12-03-26 Trump's Sons Under Investigation for 

African Hunting Trip 

Donald Trump's sons are facing more scrutiny for 

their African hunting expedition that recently came to 

light. 

The trip is currently the subject of an investigation 

led by conservationists in Zimbabwe. 

Donald Trump Jr., who stars on " The Celebrity 

Apprentice" alongside his dad, and his brother Eric 

sparked outrage among animal lovers on Twitter 

earlier this month after photos surfaced of the two 

posing with animals they killed during a 2011 safari 

trip in Africa. Trump Jr. later defended their actions in 

part by tweeting, "I'm a hunter, for that I make no 

apologies." 

Donald Trump Jr. on safari (Huntinglegends.com 

via Flickr) 

Trump Jr. may be a hunter, but TMZ.com reports 

the independent Zimbabwe Conservation Task Force 

says the South African safari company the sons used 

was not registered in Zimbabwe. 

The task force says Trump Jr. and his brother killed 

an elephant, a buffalo and a crocodile, among other 

animals. In one of the leaked pictures, Trump Jr., is 

seen holding a knife and the cut-off tail of an 

elephant. 

The group is investigating whether license and 

trophy fees were paid. 

http://gma.yahoo.com/trayvon-martin-shooters-friend-george-zimmerman-virtually-lost-125943614--abc-news.html
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12-03-25 Trayvon Martin Shooter Told Cops 

Teenager Went For His Gun 

George Zimmerman the neighborhood watch crime 

captain who shot dead 17-year-old Trayvon Martin, 

originally told police in a written statement that 

Martin knocked him down with a punch to the nose, 

repeatedly slammed his head on the ground and tried 

to take his gun, a police source told ABC News. 

Zimmerman had claimed he had called police 

about Martin, whom he found suspicious, then went 

back to his car when Martin attacked him, punching 

him. 

The new information is the most complete version 

yet of what Zimmerman claims happened on the night 

of Feb. 26 when he shot and killed the teenager. 

In addition, an eyewitness, 13-year-old Austin 

Brown, told police he saw a man fitting Zimmerman's 

description lying on the grass moaning and crying for 

help just seconds before he heard the gunshot that 

killed Martin. 

The initial police report noted that Zimmerman was 

bleeding from the back of the head and nose, and after 

medical attention it was decided that he was in good 

enough condition to travel in a police cruiser to the 

Sanford, Fla., police station for questioning. He was 

not arrested. 

Martin's girlfriend had said in a recording obtained 

exclusively by ABC News that she heard Martin ask 

Zimmerman "why are your following me, and then the 

man asked, what are you doing around here." She then 

heard a scuffle break out and the line went dead. 

Phone records obtained by ABC News show that 

the girl, who is 16 and asked to remain anonymous, 

called Martin at 7:12 p.m., five minutes before police 

arrived, and remained on the phone with Martin until 

moments before he was shot. 

ABC News has also learned that Martin was 

staying in Sanford at the time because he'd been 

suspended from Krop High School in Miami after 

school officials found him with a baggy that they 

suspected contained marijuana. He was staying at his 

father's fiance's house in Sanford. 

Family spokesperson Ryan Julison confirmed to 

ABC News that Martin was suspended for an "empty 

baggy that had contained pot." 

"It's irrelevant to what happened on Feb. 26, does 

not change material facts of the situation, specifically 

that had George Zimmerman not left his vehicle and 

heeded the police dispatcher's guidance, we wouldn't 

be here today," Julison said. 

During Zimmerman's call to 911, the dispatcher 

asked him if he was following the teen. When 

Zimmerman replied that he was, the dispatcher said, 

"We don't need you to do that." 

Martin's mother, Sybrina Fulton, said at a news 

conference today, "All I've got to say is they killed my 

son, and now they're trying to kill his reputation." 

The new information threatens to heighten tensions 

in the emotionally charged case. Sanford's Mayor Jeff 

Triplett told ABC News that "the city today is a tinder 

box." 

"This city is a glass house, and making matters 

worse the civic center has a lot of glass," he said 

referring to a town hall meeting slated for 5 p.m. 

where family and residents will be airing grievances 

about the Martin shooting. 

In addition, the Rev. Al Sharpton said today that he 

and other protesters intend to "occupy" Sanford on 

Easter weekend and pray that the city arrests 

Zimmerman. 

The details of Zimmerman's early account of the 

confrontation could complicate pressing charges 

against him, which one veteran prosecutor has already 

said could be difficult. 

"The stand-your-ground law is one portion of 

justifiable use of deadly force," veteran State Attorney 

Angela Corey told ABC News. "And what that means 

is that the state must go forward and be able to prove 

it's case beyond a reasonable doubt… So it makes the 

case in general more difficult than a normal criminal 

case." 

Zimmerman shot Martin dead the night of Feb. 26 

after following him for several minutes. Zimmerman 

told police Martin looked suspicious because he was 

wearing a hoodie, and when he confronted him the 

two fought -- ultimately resulting in a single bullet in 

Martin's chest. 

Trayvon Martin Case: Timeline of Events 

Zimmerman claimed self defense and this weekend 

the lawyer counseling him, Craig Sonner, told ABC 

News that he was likely to invoke Florida's 

controversial stand-your-ground law in his defense. 

The law affords people enormous leeway to use 

deadly force if they feel their life is seriously 

endangered. Sonner said Zimmerman felt "one of 

http://gma.yahoo.com/blogs/abc-blogs/trumps-sons-under-investigation-african-hunting-trip-140336909--abc-news.html
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them was going to die that night," when he pulled the 

trigger. 

Corey, a veteran prosecutor known for her zealous 

defense of victims rights was hand-picked by Florida 

Gov. Rick Scott for the job. But she faces other 

challenges in the case. 

While in life Trayvon Martin was barely 17, when 

it comes to justifiable homicide his size -- about 6-

foot-3 and 150 pounds -- makes him an adult in death. 

Zimmerman, 28, is 5-foot-9 and weighs well over 

200 pounds. 

But with the Department of Justice and the FBI 

investigating this case as a possible hate crime, Corey 

might want to pursue that as well. 

"So it would depend on which charge if any we're 

able to file," she said. "Before we would be able to 

determine, one, if this is a hate crime, and two, 

whether or not that would enhance the crime." 

Corey's team is now reinvestigating a case that the 

Sanford Police Department is accused of bungling. 

Possible police missteps include failing to administer 

a toxicology exam on Zimmerman, not impounding 

his car, and failing to contact key witnesses -- like 

Martin's girlfriend, who was talking to the teen by cell 

phone and heard most of the scuffle with Zimmerman 

unfold. 

ABC News has learned there is tremendous 

pressure from local and state authorities for an arrest. 

Corey said parts of the investigation might only 

take a few more days to complete but charges, if they 

ever come, could be weeks away. 

http://gma.yahoo.com/trayvon-martin-shooter-told-

cops-teenager-went-gun-030349812--abc-news.html 

 

12-03-24 'Lutzo' Ameris has long history of run-

ins with law enforcement 

The Lower Burrell man who police say drove a 

fugitive to the restaurant where a police officer was 

shot to death is facing gun charges for the second time 

in 14 years. 

James Anthony "Lutzo" Ameris III, 52, of Fairview 

Drive is charged with owning two pistols, which is 

prohibited since he was convicted in Allegheny 

County of selling drugs in 2003. 

Police allege Ameris is the last-known owner of 

the .40-caliber Smith & Wesson pistol used by 

fugitive Charles "Charlie" Post, 33, of Lower Burrell 

to kill Lower Burrell Patrolman Derek Kotecki on 

Oct. 12. 

Authorities said Ameris denied owning that gun, 

but told a Westmoreland County detective and an 

agent from the federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 

Firearms and Explosives that he owned another pistol 

that he sold last summer. 

While investigating the origin of the gun used to 

kill Kotecki, police learned Ameris sold a SWD 

Cobray M-11 9 mm pistol in 2011 to a New 

Kensington man for $200, according to court 

documents. That man told police he sold the gun later 

the same day for $350 to another person. 

Westmoreland County Detective Terry Kuhns 

earlier this month utilized a criminal informant to 

recover the 9 mm pistol. 

Kuhns charged Ameris with illegal possession and 

illegal sale of a firearm in relationship to the 9 mm 

pistol and the same charges for the .40-caliber pistol. 

District Judge Jason Buczak on Friday arraigned 

Ameris and released him on $25,000 bond. Buczak 

scheduled a preliminary hearing for April 3 before 

District Judge Cheryl Peck Yakopec, but that hearing 

is expected to be postponed. 

Ameris' attorney, Duke George, pushed for a low 

bond because he said his client does not have a history 

of running from police. George noted Ameris turned 

himself in to police yesterday morning and self-

reported to prison in a previous case. 

"He's lived in this area all of his life and he's never 

absconded," George said. 

George and Ameris did not comment to a reporter 

after the hearing. 

Not Ameris' first gun charges 

Yesterday isn't the first time Ameris faced a gun 

violation. 

In February 1998, Ameris was charged with firing 

a revolver into cars at the Jerome Olds-Cadillac lot 

between the 800 blocks of Fourth and Fifth avenues in 

New Kensington. 

Police said he was angry the dealership had 

repossessed his sport utility vehicle. 

According to court records, Ameris ultimately 

pleaded guilty to reckless endangerment, criminal 

mischief and violating city ordinances. He initially 

was charged with illegally firing a gun, but that charge 

was dropped. 

He was sentenced to one year of probation, ordered 

to pay a fine and restitution, and to have a mental 

evaluation. 

http://gma.yahoo.com/trayvon-martin-shooter-told-cops-teenager-went-gun-030349812--abc-news.html
http://gma.yahoo.com/trayvon-martin-shooter-told-cops-teenager-went-gun-030349812--abc-news.html


In 2008, state police charged him with having drug 

paraphernalia, fleeing or attempting to elude a police 

officer and ignoring a stop sign. 

The following year, he pleaded guilty to the first 

charge and the other two charges were dropped. He 

was ordered to pay a fine and court costs. 

Records show that in 2003, the state attorney 

general's drug strike force charged Ameris with 

selling drugs. 

In that case, he was sentenced to serve a sentence 

of almost one to two years in the Allegheny County 

Jail. It was this case that prohibits him from owning a 

gun. 

In June 2002, Ameris was fined and sentenced by a 

federal judge to five months in prison and three years 

of probation for not reporting or paying taxes on 

gambling money. 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/valleynewsdispat
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12-03-24 Florida shooting shines spotlight on 

Pennsylvania's law 

Pennsylvania lawmakers and activists studied 

Florida's law governing citizens' right to use deadly 

force before crafting last year's expansion to this 

state's "Castle Doctrine" statute. 

The fatal shooting of an unarmed teenager there by 

a neighborhood watch captain who claimed self-

defense has focused intense national debate on such 

laws as critics on both sides of the gun control debate 

call for charges against the shooter. 

"What that man is accused of doing, by following 

that kid, confronting him and then shooting him, all 

because he thought he was suspicious -- that isn't what 

the Castle Doctrine was intended for," said Kim 

Stolfer of McDonald, chair of Firearm Owners 

Against Crime. 

Stolfer, a gun-rights activist who helped legislators 

craft Pennsylvania's law, does not think authorities 

should allow George Zimmerman of Sanford, Fla., to 

invoke the law in defense of shooting Trayvon Martin, 

17. 

"These Castle Doctrine laws are a ticking time 

bomb, and it's only a matter of time before 

Pennsylvania has a Trayvon Martin case," said Max 

Nacheman, director of the gun violence prevention 

group CeaseFirePA. "These laws should be referred to 

as 'Shoot first, ask questions later.' " 

Pennsylvania's law, which Gov. Tom Corbett 

signed in June, expanded the right to use deadly force 

without retreat outside a person's home to his or her 

car, yard or any other location where he or she is 

legally allowed to be. Somerset County prosecutors 

cited the law in December when they decided not to 

charge a man who fatally shot his wife's lover outside 

his home with a compound bow. 

Prosecutors initially opposed expanding the law in 

2009, according to Rich Long, executive director of 

the Pennsylvania District Attorneys Association in 

Harrisburg. They successfully lobbied to add language 

to the law, including a provision that the person doing 

the shooting had to be in legal possession of the gun 

and that a weapon must clearly be displayed for 

someone to believe his or her life is in imminent 

danger. Those provisions are not in the Florida law. 

Pennsylvania's law also encourages, but does not 

require, the shooter to retreat first. 

Thirty states have Castle Doctrine laws. Of those, 

Florida is among more than 20 with "Stand Your 

Ground" laws, which give a person broader latitude 

when deciding whether to react with deadly force and 

place the burden of proof on prosecutors, said 

University of Pittsburgh law professor David Harris. 

Florida in 2005 was the first state to explicitly expand 

a person's right to use deadly force. 

Harris thinks lawmakers should review or rescind 

the laws. "This will not end up as an isolated case," he 

said. 

Demonstrators held angry protests across Florida 

this week over the Feb. 26 killing, and outrage is 

spreading nationally. Martin, who was black, was shot 

in Sanford, a suburb of Orlando, while walking back 

to his father's house after buying a package of Skittles 

candy and a bottle of iced tea at a convenience store. 

Zimmerman, 28, a white Hispanic, was patrolling 

the community when he called 911 and reported a 

man acting suspiciously, police said. Zimmerman 

followed Martin, and a confrontation ensued, during 

which Zimmerman shot the teenager once. Agencies 

including the Department of Justice are reviewing the 

incident. President Obama has urged a close 

investigation of the case. 

The Carnegie Mellon University Black Graduate 

Student Organization will demonstrate at 12:30 p.m. 

Monday on the campus along Forbes Avenue. 

"The law was intended to protect you if your life is 

in danger, so that you don't turn around and get sued 

by the family of the person who was trying to kill 

you," Stolfer said. "Mr. Zimmerman needs to be 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/valleynewsdispatch/s_788169.html
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arrested, and this law doesn't deserve to be sacrificed 

for his actions." 

Although Pennsylvania's law is not as broad as in 

other states, it has come up in a few cases. 

Somerset County prosecutors cited it in not 

prosecuting Carl Wooley Jr. for fatally shooting Tony 

Bittinger with a compound bow. At the time, District 

Attorney Jerry Spangler said that Bittinger came to 

Wooley's house armed with a bat and that the law 

allowed Wooley to respond with deadly force. 

In Westmoreland County, lawyers cited the 

expanded Castle Doctrine as prosecutors investigated 

a road rage shooting incident in Ligonier Township in 

October. Prosecutors ultimately withdrew charges 

against Charles Gallow of Ligonier but cited the 

victim's refusal to testify as the reason. 

District attorneys in Butler, Somerset, Washington 

and Westmoreland counties did not return phone 

messages and emails seeking comment. Allegheny 

County District Attorney Stephen A. Zappala Jr. said 

there have been no cases in the county invoking the 

Castle Doctrine as a defense since its expansion. 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/ne

ws/regional/s_788130.html 

 

12-03-23 Seven arrested in connection with 

Officer Derek Kotecki killing 

The aftermath of the murder of Lower Burrell 

police Officer Derek Kotecki arrived Friday when 

Westmoreland County authorities arrested several 

people in connection with the case. 

One of those arrested is Chad Post, 35, of Lower 

Burrell, brother of Kotecki's killer, Charlie Post. He 

faces two counts of hindering apprehension and one 

count of criminal conspiracy for allegedly helping 

Charlie Post during the 10 days he was a fugitive after 

attempting to shoot his boss outside the Clarion Hotel 

in New Kensington. 

Also charged is James "Lutzo" Ameris III, 52, of 

Lower Burrell, who drove Charlie Post to the Dairy 

Queen in Lower Burrell where the gunman ambushed 

Kotecki on Oct. 12. Post died moments later when 

other officers shot him. 

Ameris is not charged with anything related to the 

night Kotecki was murdered. Ameris faces two counts 

each of illegal gun possession and illegal sale/transfer 

of a gun. One of those charges involves Ameris 

illegally obtaining the .40-caliber, semi-automatic 

pistol Post used to shoot Kotecki. However, Ameris is 

not accused of providing Post with the firearm. 

The .40-caliber took a circuitous route to Post. 

The charges state Meryl Edwin "Mickey" Smith, 

33, of Arnold, and his uncle, Robert George Zentner, 

56, Lower Burrell, were at a gun bash in Richland 

Township in 2007. Smith won the gun, but did not 

have the proper identification on him to fill out the 

required federal forms. Zentner instead filled out the 

forms and took possession of the pistol, but then gave 

it to Smith. 

After a domestic dispute in 2009, Smith allegedly 

gave the gun to Nevin Alan Lawson, 41, Allegheny 

Township. Several months later, Ameris visited 

Lawson's home and took the pistol. 

Smith, Zentner and Lawson are charged with two 

counts each of illegal sale/transfer of a firearm. 

Two Lower Burrell women, Amanda Christyn 

Walters, 23, and her aunt, Nicole Martha Walters, 37, 

face two counts of hindering apprehension and one 

count of criminal conspiracy. 

The charges state both women, knowing Post was a 

fugitive, nonetheless provided him with a ride from 

the Aspinwall area to Plum and gave him money, a 

cell phone, food and clothing. 

All of the suspects were arraigned Friday before 

Washington Township District Judge Jason Buczak. 

All were released on bond. 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/valleynewsdispat

ch/s_788026.html 

 

12-03-23 Obama administration's plan to cut 

back pilot firearm training raises security concerns 

Pilots packing heat may soon be a relic of the 9/11 

aftermath, as the White House seeks to cut the $25 

million budget in half for the federal flight deck 

officers training program known as the FFDO. 

“The Obama administration has had an institutional 

hostility towards the concept of arming pilots, and 

especially the FFDO program, since the beginning,” 

Lt. Col. Al Aitken, a retired Marine and now with the 

Airline Security Consulting Group, claimed at a panel 

hosted by the conservative Heritage Foundation on 

Friday. 

New guidelines from Obama administration 

The panel brought together advocates for the 

voluntary program that trains pilots, co-pilots and 

navigators to handle and carry handguns, including 

Minnesota Republican Rep. Chip Craavack. He said 

the program was cost effective – in fact, it was 

cheaper to arm a pilot than check a single suitcase. 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/regional/s_788130.html
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“According to the estimates by the Airlines Pilots 

Association, FFDOs only cost $15 per flight segment. 

Let me say that again: To protect an aircraft and 

possibly the potential of thousands of people, the 

FFDO costs $15 per flight. 

Capt. Tracy W. Price, a commercial airline pilot, 

warned that history might repeat itself -- he recalled 

that pilots carried handguns in the 80s and 90s, but the 

program was shuttered the summer before 9/11. 

“We had a really bad cockpit breach, four of them. 

We lost 3,000 Americans. We learned that day that 

this is a horrible, horrible experiment," Price said. 

Homeland security officials argue the department's 

multi-layered approach to airline security that relies 

on 100 percent passenger and cargo screening, 

intelligence data and reinforced cockpit doors is more 

effective. It focuses on high-risk attacks with the 

greatest consequence. 

Testifying on the hill last month, Homeland 

Security Secretary Janet Napolitano stood behind the 

proposed cuts. 

“I think the reduction for the Federal Flight Deck 

Officer program is predicated on the fact that the 

program is not risk-based," she said. "We are moving, 

in the TSA (Transportation Security Administration), 

to risk-based systems, and those are the ones that 

we're going to put money into.” 

Asked for further comment, the Homeland Security 

Department directed Fox News to the 2013 budget 

that says the TSA will focus on programs that 

“mitigate the highest amount of risk at the lowest 

cost” -- and apparently arming pilots does not meet 

the threshold. 

http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2012/03/23/oba

ma-administrations-plan-to-cut-back-pilot-firearm-

training-raises-security/ 

 

12-03-23Florida’s Disastrous Self-Defense Law 

By JOHN F. TIMONEY 

THE very public controversy surrounding the 

killing on Feb. 26 of Trayvon Martin, an unarmed 17-

year-old, by a crime watch volunteer, George 

Zimmerman, was predictable.  

In fact, I, along with other Florida chiefs of police, 

said so in a letter to the Legislature in 2005 when we 

opposed the passage of a law that not only enshrined 

the doctrine of “your home is your castle” but took 

this doctrine into the public square and added a new 

concept called “stand your ground.”  

Use-of-force issues arose often during my 41-year 

policing career. In fact, officer-involved shootings 

were the No. 1 problem when I became Miami’s 

police chief in January 2003. But after we put in place 

new policies and training, officers went 20 months 

without discharging a single bullet at a person, while 

arrests increased over 30 percent.  

Trying to control shootings by members of a well-

trained and disciplined police department is a 

daunting enough task. Laws like “stand your ground” 

give citizens unfettered power and discretion with no 

accountability. It is a recipe for disaster.  

At the time the Florida law was working its way 

through the Legislature, proponents argued that a 

homeowner should have the absolute right to defend 

himself and his home against an intruder and should 

not have to worry about the legal consequences if he 

killed someone. Proponents also maintained that there 

should be no judicial review of such a shooting.  

But I pointed out at the time that even a police 

officer is held to account for every single bullet he or 

she discharges, so why should a private citizen be 

given more rights when it came to using deadly 

physical force? I also asked the bill’s sponsor, State 

Representative Dennis K. Baxley, to point to any case 

in Florida where a homeowner had been indicted or 

arrested as a result of “defending his castle.” He could 

not come up with a single one.  

The only thing that is worse than a bad law is an 

unnecessary law. Clearly, this was the case here.  

The second part of the law — “stand your ground” 

— is the most problematic. Until 2005, in all 50 

states, the law on the use of force for civilians was 

pretty simple. If you found yourself in a situation 

where you felt threatened but could safely retreat, you 

had the duty to do so. (A police officer does not have 

the duty to retreat; that is the distinction between a 

sworn police officer and the average citizen regarding 

use of force.)  

Police officers are trained to de-escalate highly 

charged encounters with aggressive people, using 

deadly force as a last resort. Citizens, on the other 

hand, may act from emotion and perceived threats. 

But “stand your ground” gives citizens the right to use 

force in public if they feel threatened. As the law 

emphatically states, a citizen has “no duty to retreat 

and has the right to stand his or her ground.”  

During one debate, one of the law’s proponents 

suggested that if a citizen felt threatened in a public 

space, he should not have to retreat and should be able 
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to meet force with force. I pointed out that citizens 

feel threatened all the time, whether it’s from the 

approach of an aggressive panhandler or squeegee 

pest or even just walking down a poorly lighted street 

at night. In tightly congested urban areas, public 

encounters can be threatening; a look, a physical 

bump, a leer, someone you think may be following 

you. This is part of urban life. You learn to navigate 

threatening settings without resorting to force. 

Retreating is always the best option.  

As Florida police chiefs predicted in 2005, the law 

has been used to justify killings ranging from drug 

dealers’ turf battles to road rage incidents. Homicides 

categorized as justifiable have nearly tripled since the 

law went into effect.  

Back in 2005, the National Rifle Association 

identified about two dozen states as fertile ground for 

the passage of laws just like this one. Florida was the 

first state to pass such a law. Today, at least 20 other 

states have followed suit.  

Gov. Rick Scott of Florida can make all Floridians 

proud by being the first governor to reject and repeal 

such misguided laws.  

John F. Timoney is a former Miami police chief, 

Philadelphia police commissioner and deputy police 

commissioner in New York. He is now senior police 

adviser to the Bahrain Minister of the Interior. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2012/03/24/opinion/florid

as-disastrous-self-defense-law.html?_r=1 

 

12-03-23 Pa. farmer gets prison time for 

shooting his dog 

DOYLESTOWN, Pa. - A southeastern 

Pennsylvania farmer with a prior felony conviction 

was sentenced Thursday to a mininum of nearly a year 

in the county prison for shooting his dog after it 

attacked the neighbors' pets. 

Gary Kirk of Newtown Township was sentenced to 

11 1/2 to 23 months in the Bucks County prison. 

Kirk pleaded guilty in July to animal cruelty and a 

weapons offense that stemmed from his felony drug 

conviction 20 years ago. He avoided a possible five-

year state prison sentence for unlawfully possessing a 

firearm. 

Judge Wallace Bateman said the case was so 

unusual it warranted a departure from sentencing 

guidelines. 

"You should have taken the dog to a vet," Bateman 

said. "If you had, you wouldn't be standing here." 

Neighbors called police last March after hearing a 

gunshot on Kirk's property. Officers found the dog 

nearby. It was shot in the head and neck but was still 

alive. The dog was later euthanized. 

Kirk initially denied firing the rifle, then admitted 

he was trying to kill the dog because he believed it 

was his obligation since the dog was attacking other 

animals. 

"Whatever his intentions were, he failed miserably, 

to the point where it became cruelty to animals," 

Assistant District Attorney Lindsay Vaughan said. 

"This was not a humane death." 

A fifth-generation farmer, Kirk said in court 

Thursday that putting down sick or aggressive animals 

was part of farming life. 

His attorney, Ray McHugh, showed the judge a 

psychologist's report stating that Kirk's lifestyle was 

"at odds with suburban living" and Kirk did not enjoy 

shooting the dog but believed it was his responsibility. 

"This was a family pet," McHugh said. "It was 

upsetting for him to do this. He was traumatized by 

it." 

After the judge was told about all the planting that 

must occur this time of year, he granted Kirk a three-

week delay before reporting to prison 

.http://www.philly.com/philly/hp/news_update/201

20323_ap_pafarmergetsprisontimeforshootinghisdog.

html  

 

12-03-23 Montgomery County shooting, test of 

Castle Doctrine, ruled self defense 

A Montgomery County man who fatally shot one 

of two men who came after him with baseball bats in 

December was trying to protect himself and will not 

be charged with homicide, District Attorney Risa 

Ferman announced Friday. 

The case was seen as one of the first tests of the 

"stand your ground" provision of the state's Castle 

Doctrine self-defense statute, signed into law by Gov. 

Tom Corbett in June. 

The shooter, identified as Angel Gonzalez, 42, 

acted "reasonably and with proper justification" Dec. 

17 in shooting Zachary Levin, 19, a senior at 

Boyertown Area High School, and his stepfather, 

Joshua Levin, 34, both of Berks County, in the 

driveway of Gonzalez's home on Snyder Road in 

Upper Frederick Township, Ferman determined. 

Zachary Levin was killed, his stepfather was 

wounded in the arm. 
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"We find the use of deadly force by Gonzalez was 

justified and proper under the attendant 

circumstances," Ferman said in a statement. 

Pennsylvanians have long had the right to use force 

to defend themselves inside their own homes. 

The "stand your ground" provision of the Castle 

Doctrine extended that right beyond the four walls of 

a person's home into his driveway and beyond if he 

believes it is necessary to protect himself from death, 

serious bodily injury, kidnapping or sexual assault. 

Gonzalez's attorney, John Waldron, said the new 

law probably helped authorities reach a decision that 

his client had a right to defend himself.  

"I think it could have been self defense otherwise, 

but I think the Castle Doctrine solidified self defense 

in this case because he was outside his house," 

Waldron said. 

Gonzalez made multiple efforts to avoid a violent 

confrontation, Waldron said, and could have been 

exonerated regardless, but pre-Castle Doctrine it could 

have been argued that he had a duty to try to run away 

from his assailants, who were not carrying guns. 

The Montgomery County District Attorney's office 

and the Pennsylvania State Police conducted a joint 

investigation of the shooting. 

According to the investigation: 

The conflict began when Roxann Levin, who was 

living with Gonzalez, sent text messages to her 

estranged husband, Joshua Levin, asking to be picked 

up at Gonzalez's home because she had been kicked 

out. 

Joshua Levin, who was intoxicated, was driven to 

Gonzalez's home by his adopted son, Zachary. Armed 

with bats, both exited their car and pursued a 

retreating Gonzalez about 70 feet around back of his 

house to his pickup truck, where he retrieved a .40-

caliber Ruger pistol. 

Gonzalez held up the gun and asked the Levins to 

leave. 

The Levins initiated physical contact with 

Gonzalez. The three men argued and Joshua Levin 

struck Gonzalez's truck with his baseball bat, 

investigators determined. At some point, Gonzalez 

struck Joshua Levin in the head with his pistol in an 

effort to fend him off. 

Gonzalez only fired after Zachary Levin struck him 

in the head with his baseball bat, killing the teen with 

a single gunshot wound to the chest, Ferman said in 

her statement. Gonzalez then shot Joshua Levin as he 

approached with his bat, wounding him in the arm. 

Gonzales disarmed Joshua Levin, moved away 

from him and called 911, Ferman said, taking 

"additional steps to avoid further violence." He also 

cooperated with police and emergency dispatchers, 

she said. 

"Gonzalez was justified in using non-deadly and 

deadly force in this situation," Ferman said. "The 

actions he took before making the decision to shoot 

Zachary and Joshua Levin are evidence he made a 

concentrated effort to avoid using deadly force." 

Under the new law, a shooter has no duty to retreat 

in such circumstances. 

http://mobile.mcall.com/p.p?m=b&a=rp&id=18458
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12-03-22 Outgunned! Sturm Ruger Says it Can't 

Keep Up with Orders, Shares Surge 

Shares of Sturm Ruger & Co. (RGR: 47.57, -0.36, -

0.76%) soared as much as 9% on Thursday after the 

gun maker said first-quarter orders were so strong the 

company is temporarily suspending new orders. 

The Southport, Conn., company said it received 

orders for more than one million units in the first three 

months of 2012. 

The shares were up $3.29, or 7.8%, at $45.59 in 

Thursday trading. 

CEO Michael O. Fifer said in a statement late 

Wednesday that retailer programs initiated by the 

company were successful in attracting orders from 

larger gun retailers and independent wholesale 

distributors. 

“Despite the company's continuing successful 

efforts to increase production rates, the incoming 

order rate exceeds our capacity to rapidly fulfill these 

orders. Consequently, the company has temporarily 

suspended the acceptance of new orders,” Fifer said in 

the statement. 

Sturm Ruger hopes to be accepting orders again by 

the end of May, the company said. 

Shares of the company’s rival gun manufacturer 

Smith & Wesson (NASDAQ:SWHC) have risen in 

sympathy, surging more than 12% to a 5-year high. 

The stock was recently up 88 cents, or 12.7%, at 

$7.78. 
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12-03-22 Gun sales explode as election looms 

Sales of handguns and ammunition are booming 

across the country, and retailers say it’s all about the 

November election. 

Gun shop owners around the nation told 

FoxNews.com that sales, brisk ever since President 

Obama was elected, have spiked upward in recent 

months. And manufacturers are having so much 

trouble keeping up with the demand that one, Sturm, 

Ruger & Co., can’t keep up with demand. The 

Southport, Conn.-based company has had to suspend 

new orders after taking orders for more than 1 million 

guns in the first three months of the year. Smith & 

Wesson sales are way up, as well. 

Gunmakers' stock soars 

“Sales usually increase this time of year with tax 

returns, but this year has been higher than most,” 

Mike Weeks, owner of Georgia Gun Store in 

Gainesville told FoxNews.com. “People are scared 

their gun rights are going to be curtailed after the 

election." 

Weeks said his sales are up around 30 percent, and 

that he now sells ammo by the case. 

“Usually people come in to buy three or four boxes 

for target practice. Now they are coming in asking 

what kind of deals they could get on a case,” he said. 

Industry experts and gun shop owners alike say the 

factor driving gun sales is the Nov. 6 election. There 

was a similar spike before President Obama was 

elected to his first term, and many gun buyers are 

saying they fear Obama’s re-election could mean 

more regulations on firearms. Obama famously told 

fundraisers in 2008 that many Americans “cling to 

guns or religion,” and gun enthusiasts believe he is not 

fully behind the Second Amendment. 

“It’s definitely the election year," Jason Hanson, a 

former CIA officer and personal security specialist, 

told FoxNews.com. "People feel that Obama will 

serve second term and with it their gun rights with 

taken away, so they are stocking up. 

“They’re also worried that the economy is not 

getting any better and that they need to protect 

themselves,” Hanson added. 

In 2009, gun sales had shot up after Obama took 

office and firearm enthusiasts rushed to stores, fearing 

he would tighten gun control. Sales have continued to 

grow throughout his administration. 

This year’s uptick comes on top of a record 2011, 

when nearly 11 million firearms were sold in the U.S., 

according to the National Shooting Sports Foundation, 

a trade association for the firearms, ammunition, 

hunting and shooting sports industry. The group notes 

the $4 billion firearms business has bucked the weak 

economy, with robust sales since 2008. 

One of the best indicators of firearms sales is the 

FBI's National Instant Background Check System, 

which federally licensed firearm retailers use to 

conduct the mandatory background check on 

purchasers of new and used firearms. Statistics 

through December showed an unprecedented 19th 

straight month of background check increases when 

tabulated year over year. "Black Friday," Nov. 25, 

2011, saw a record for the most background checks in 

a single day --129,166. 

Another strong indicator comes from Wall Street. 

Smith& Wesson shares are up a whopping 125 

percent over the past year, while Sturm, Ruger’s are 

up about 112 percent. Even Taser, which makes non-

lethal weapons, has seen its sales surge. 

“It’s been a strong cycle. Sales of tactical rifles 

have been extremely strong,” Bret Jordan, a stock 

analyst specializing in the firearms market, told 

FoxNews.com, “Personal handguns have had a steady 

rise since 2008. The kind of stuff that fits in the 

waistband for when someone tries to steal your gas 

can.” 

“There’s a lot of speculation that the Second 

Amendment will be affected by the next presidential 

term. There was one investors call and an executive 

was asked what he thought would happen if Obama 

was elected a second term and he said, ‘No one in the 

gun industry will tell you they like Obama, but 

everyone will vote for him,’” he said implying that a 

second Obama term would be good for continued 

business. 

Josh Horwitz, executive director of the Coalition to 

Stop Gun Violence, said he is skeptical of claims that 

firearms sales are way up. But he said the gun 

industry does work to promote that perception. 

"There's no doubt [National Rifle Association 

President] Wayne LaPierre is out there every day 

saying that President Obama has a secret plan to take 

away your guns," Horwitz said. "They want to gin up 

sales." 

http://www.foxnews.com/us/2012/03/22/gun-sales-

off-to-bang-for-election-year/?intcmp=obnetwork 
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12-03-21 Standing Your Ground and 

Vigilantism 

Florida has some of the strongest laws pertaining to 

armed self-defense in the United States. Not only did 

the state begin the trend of “shall issue” concealed-

carry laws in the late 1980s, but it more recently 

enacted a “Stand Your Ground” statute, meaning that 

when a person faces a threat of death or great bodily 

harm in a public place, he has no duty to retreat from 

his attacker before using lethal force in self-defense. 

However, a commitment to armed self-defense 

requires a second commitment: to the principle that 

those who bear arms must act responsibly. It is still 

not clear whether Florida “neighborhood watch” 

vigilante George Zimmerman broke the law when he 

chased down and killed 17-year-old Trayvon Martin. 

And that’s a problem, because Zimmerman acted 

inappropriately in the moments leading up to the 

shooting, and Martin would still be alive if 

Zimmerman had behaved as he should have. 

Supporters of pro-self-defense policies should roundly 

condemn Zimmerman’s actions, and Florida should 

change its laws to prevent this incident from repeating 

itself. 

The 28-year-old Zimmerman is a classic cop 

wannabe: Loving the thought of himself as a police 

officer, and witnessing a spate of break-ins in his 

neighborhood, he decided to patrol the streets in his 

SUV — carrying a gun (as he was licensed to do) and 

calling the cops 46 times in the course of a year to 

report “suspicious” activity. On the night of February 

26, a black teenager happened to catch Zimmerman’s 

eagle eye. 

At the outset of his call to the police, Zimmerman 

reports that Martin “looks like he’s up to no good, or 

he’s on drugs, or something — it’s raining, and he’s 

just walking around, looking about.” Martin looks 

around at the houses, then starts staring back at 

Zimmerman, and finally walks toward Zimmerman 

with his “hands on his waistband” to “check me out.” 

A car door opens, and Zimmerman says, “These 

a******s always get away.” Zimmerman gives the 

operator directions to the scene — presumably while 

he starts to follow Martin, because Martin runs. As 

Zimmerman can be heard huffing and puffing, the 

operator asks if he’s giving chase, and Zimmerman 

replies in the affirmative. “Okay, we don’t need you 

to do that,” the operator says. Zimmerman says 

“Okay,” but keeps running anyhow. 

What happened when Zimmerman caught up with 

Martin isn’t entirely clear. Zimmerman told police 

that Martin jumped him from behind. Martin’s 

girlfriend, who was on the phone with him while he 

was running, says that Martin asked “Why are you 

following me?”; Zimmerman replied “What are you 

doing here?”; and then a scuffle ensued. We do know 

that there was some sort of wrestling match, and that 

Martin landed some blows — Zimmerman was found 

with a bloody nose, grass stains on his shirt, and a 

wound on the back of his head. Toward the end of the 

fight a man was heard yelling, “Help! Help!” 

Zimmerman fired a single shot, and the screaming 

stopped. 

Zimmerman’s full account of what happened is not 

yet public, the neighbors didn’t see very much, and 

while the yelling of “Help!” is captured on a 9-1-1 

tape, there has not yet been an audio analysis proving 

whether it was from Zimmerman or Martin. The 

confrontation could have unfolded in any of a million 

different ways. 

But regardless of what happened during the fight, 

Zimmerman’s actions went well beyond defending 

himself and others from physical threats, and into the 

territory of vigilantism — and they should be illegal. 

Zimmerman sought out this confrontation, and as a 

result a young man is dead — a young man who was 

unarmed, who was not carrying drugs, and who very 

well may have done nothing more than defend himself 

against a stranger who followed him on the street. 

Trayvon Martin visited his father, walked to 7-Eleven 

to buy some Skittles during the halftime of the NBA 

All-Star game, and for that wound up dead at the 

hands of the “neighborhood watch.” 

Contrary to what many liberal pundits have 

written, Florida should not reimpose a “duty to 

retreat” — the policy that prevailed before Stand Your 

Ground — on innocent people who face violent 

attackers. But it is true that the Stand Your Ground 

statute protects people who don’t merely stand their 

ground — it protects anyone who can reasonably 

claim he faced a serious threat, so long as he was “not 

engaged in unlawful activity” when the threat 

occurred. 

Therefore, to arrest Zimmerman, the police would 

need evidence that he was doing something illegal 

when Martin attacked him, or that he didn’t 

reasonably believe he faced a serious threat. Since we 

don’t know whether Zimmerman threw the first punch 

when he caught up to Martin, and we don’t know 



what Martin was doing when Zimmerman fired, this 

isn’t possible. 

The solution is to make Zimmerman’s activity 

unlawful. It should be a crime to chase down a fellow 

citizen who runs away, except in certain situations 

(e.g. when a store owner pursues a shoplifter, as 

opposed to a man’s running after a teenager with no 

provocation whatsoever). One might imagine this was 

already a crime — such as assault — but Florida 

police officials have said it is not. 

Law enforcement often fails — that’s why people 

need the tools to defend themselves, and the laws to 

protect them when they do so. But the proactive 

aspects of policing, including confronting individuals 

who seem to be “up to no good,” should be left to the 

professionals. If Trayvon Martin had been approached 

by an officer who identified himself as such, rather 

than a strange man who jumped out of an SUV and 

chased him, he would almost certainly be alive today. 

http://www.nationalreview.com/articles/294006/sta

nding-your-ground-and-vigilantism-robert-verbruggen 

 

12-03-21 Holding a gun may make you think 

others are too 

NEW YORK (AP) — No one knows what led a 

Florida neighborhood watch captain to shoot Trayvon 

Martin, a teenager carrying no weapon. 

But a new study raises an intriguing question: 

Could the watch captain have been fooled into 

thinking the youth was armed in part because he 

himself was holding a gun? 

In the study, volunteers who held a toy gun and 

glimpsed fleeting images of people holding an object 

were biased toward thinking the object was a gun. 

It's another indication that the brain shapes what 

we perceive in the world beyond the information that 

comes in through our eyes, said James Brockmole of 

the University of Notre Dame, who did the work with 

psychologist Jessica Witt at Purdue University. 

In a telephone interview, Brockmole stressed he 

had no inside information on the Feb. 26 shooting of 

17-year-old Martin, who was shot and killed in a 

gated community in Sanford, a suburb of Orlando. 

The neighborhood watch captain, George 

Zimmerman, said he shot the teen in self-defense 

because the youth attacked him. The case has drawn 

outrage and protests, and the federal Department of 

Justice said Monday it will investigate. 

Brockmole said it's possible that Zimmerman's 

perception might have been skewed by being armed. 

Race may have also played a role. Martin is black; 

Zimmerman's family says he is Hispanic. Past 

research suggests that people can be more likely to 

perceive a poorly seen object as a gun if it's held by a 

black person than by a white person, experts say. 

Zimmerman has not spoken publicly. The police 

report does not mention whether he thought Martin 

had a firearm. But during his patrol of the 

neighborhood in his SUV, Zimmerman called 911 and 

told a police dispatcher that he was following Martin. 

"We've had some break-ins my neighborhood. ...There 

is a really suspicious guy." 

Then a bit later, he said the youth was approaching 

and "he's got something in his hands." 

In the study which was carried out well before the 

shooting, undergraduates at Notre Dame and Purdue 

glimpsed scenes of people holding objects and had to 

decide quickly whether the object was a gun. The 

results showed they were biased toward thinking so if 

they themselves were holding a toy gun, rather than a 

plastic ball. Just having a gun nearby didn't make a 

difference, researchers found. 

Why is that? Brockmole said people are primed to 

act in the world rather than just passively see it. So 

their minds have to contain information both about 

what they see and what they might do in response. 

Evidently, each kind of information can influence the 

other, he said. 

He said the work, which is set to be published in 

the Journal of Experimental Psychology: Human 

Perception and Performance, is not intended to 

support gun control. But he said it suggests that 

people should know that when they hold a gun "that 

might change how you're going to interpret what's 

around you." 

Brockmole's findings make sense, said Evan Risko, 

who studies perception and attention at Arizona State 

University. "Our perception is influenced by a number 

of different factors, and that can have important 

consequences," he said. 

Dennis Proffitt, who studies visual perception at 

the University of Virginia, said there are many 

reasons why one person might think another is armed, 

such as if he is worried about his own safety or if he 

thinks the other person is a robber. The effect of 

holding a gun oneself "could be part of the story" in 

Florida, he said. 

http://news.yahoo.com/holding-gun-may-think-

others-too-221346341.html 
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12-03-21 Officer acquitted in son’s accidental 

shooting death talks with WPXI 

PITTSBURGH -- Channel 11’s Alan Jennings 

talked to the Port Vue and Liberty Borough police 

officer who was acquitted of involuntary 

manslaughter in his son’s accidental shooting death in 

2010. 

John Thompson said he and his son, Gavin, grew to 

be inseparable over the five years he was alive. 

“I’d wake up with him standing right here,” 

Thompson said. “He’d crawl up in bed with me and 

turn on cartoons. He’d sit there and I’d roll over and 

go back to sleep. He’d just sit there with me.” 

Thompson’s relationship with his 5-year-old son 

came to a tragic end in November 2010 when Gavin 

shot himself with his father’s service weapon. 

“Gavin had to stand on a chair with wheels on it on 

a wooden floor to reach up into my closet,” Thompson 

said. 

Prosecutors said Thompson was careless and stored 

his gun on a shelf with snacks and Christmas presents. 

He adamantly disagrees. 

“They kept saying there was candy in the closet, 

but there wasn’t,’ Thompson said. “If you look at the 

pictures they presented, there was nothing there.” 

Despite the prosecutor’s claims, Judge Jeffrey 

Manning found Thompson not guilty of involuntary 

manslaughter. Thompson was pleased with the 

verdict, but said it doesn’t change what happened to 

his son. 

“There’s days where I don’t get up. I just sit on the 

couch and cry,” Thompson said. “I’ll live with this for 

the rest of my life. I lost my son. I went through a 

trial. Those are two things I never thought I’d have to 

do.” 

http://www.wpxi.com/news/news/local/officer-

acquitted-sons-accidental-shooting-death-t/nLZB5/ 

 

12-03-21 Wildlife camera aids capture of Chester 

County burglary suspect 

A wildlife camera helped to capture a serial burglar 

whose three-month crime spree victimized 13 

homeowners in three Chester County townships, 

District Attorney Tom Hogan said Tuesday. 

Larry Samuel, also known as Elijah Samuel, 32, of 

Coatesville, is accused of committing the crimes in 

East Fallowfield, Valley, and Sadsbury Townships 

from Oct. 27 through Feb. 1, Hogan said. The stolen 

items were electronics, jewelry, and 10 firearms, 

including semiautomatic weapons. 

"He targeted homes around where he lived," Hogan 

said. "He was bold enough to conduct some of these 

crimes during the day, with people present in the 

homes." 

Hogan said that the three townships formed a task 

force to investigate the burglaries. The first break in 

the case occurred when one of the victims had a 

wildlife camera at a home and it captured an image of 

Samuel. 

A check of a local pawnshop revealed that Samuel 

had been selling electronics and jewelry regularly, 

Hogan said. He said some items were recovered when 

investigators executed a search warrant at Samuel's 

home; however, none of the firearms have been 

recovered. "The odds are strong that those firearms 

will end up with other criminals and will be used in 

other crimes," he said. 

Samuel gained entrance to the homes in various 

ways, ranging from using a key he found under a 

flower pot to breaking a window, the criminal 

complaint said. Court records show he has a history of 

drug convictions in Delaware County. 

Hogan said Samuel was arrested for burglary in 

another jurisdiction on Feb. 29. A preliminary hearing 

on the Chester County charges, which include 

burglary, theft, and prohibited weapons offenses, is 

scheduled for next Wednesday. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/local/20120321

_Wildlife_camera_aids_capture_of_Chester_County_

burglary_suspect.html 

 

12-03-20 NYC gun-packing tourist gets no jail 

time  

NEW YORK — A Tennessee woman arrested for 

bringing her gun along on a visit to New York City 

has pleaded guilty to a misdemeanor charge. 

Meredith Graves was spared jail time under the 

plea deal. 

Graves, a registered nurse from Knoxville, Tenn., 

pleaded guilty Monday to criminal possession of a 

weapon. 

She was arrested Dec. 22 after she tried to check 

her pistol with security officials on a visit to the 9/11 

memorial at the World Trade Center. 

New York's strict gun laws make it illegal for most 

out-of-state visitors to carry a concealed weapon, 

unless the firearm is also licensed in New York. 

Graves' lawyer said bringing the gun to New York 

was "inadvertent." He said what she did is not a crime 

in Tennessee. 

http://www.wpxi.com/news/news/local/officer-acquitted-sons-accidental-shooting-death-t/nLZB5/
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http://online.wsj.com/article/AP5a2e202524fc43e4

8221961e23279752.html?KEYWORDS=firearm 

 

12-03-16  Certified or not, he's top cop in Philly 

H E CARRIES a gun, he displays a badge, he 

wears a uniform, but Police Commissioner Charles 

Ramsey is not a certified police officer, technically 

speaking, and shouldn't be armed, badged and 

uniformed. 

Since 2004, state law has required that anyone 

seeking to become a law-enforcement agent in the 

commonwealth must first pass a comprehensive test 

and be certified by the Municipal Police Officers' 

Training and Education Commission. The law applies 

to all police - campus, SEPTA, airport, sheriff - with 

"general police powers and charged with making 

arrests in connection with the enforcement of the 

criminal or traffic laws." 

"The minute they wear the badge or the gun or 

present themselves as a police officer . . . they must 

have certification," the commission's administrative 

officer, Dr. E. Beverly Young, told me. 

In a lovably Philadelphia mishmash, Ramsey is not 

certified. 

But he soon will be, he told me during a 

Wednesday chat. He had just returned from 

Harrisburg, where he had taken the written portion of 

the test. 

Just a crazy coincidence? 

Ramsey says no one told him I was preparing a 

column that might have been titled Philly's Top Cop is 

a Faux Cop. I had made some preliminary calls to the 

Municipal Police Officers' Training and Education 

Commission before calling him, and I believe 

someone there might have talked. I also believe the 

source who tipped me to the - shall we say - irony - of 

the commissioner's being out of compliance may have 

been stirring the pot elsewhere. 

"You can tell the gentleman who's been calling I 

will soon be legit and able to lock him up," Ramsey 

said with a mischievous laugh. 

Shortly after being named commissioner in January 

2008, Ramsey was made aware of the law, he told me, 

but he also was told that two of his predecessors had 

not been certified and so, well, he just put it off. 

You know how that goes. 

"I'm the president of the Major Cities Chiefs 

Association and the Police Executive Research 

Forum," he said. He holds bachelor's and master's 

degrees in criminal justice, has been a cop for 40 

years and was certified in Illinois and Washington, 

D.C., when he worked there. 

No one was questioning his credentials, just his 

certification here, I said. 

That's on the way, he said, adding that he had 

passed the test and had just received a call from 

Pennsylvania State Police Commissioner Frank 

Noonan, who said Ramsey was the "the valedictorian" 

of the class. 

"There is no valedictorian. I was joking about that," 

Noonan told me, "but he did very, very well. I gave 

him a call to kid him a little." 

As you may know, cops can be ball-busters. 

"I've been a policeman a long time and I guarantee 

you there ain't nothing in Pennsylvania or 

Philadelphia that's any more complicated than what 

I've done for the past 40-some-odd years," Ramsey 

told me, adding that Mayor Nutter gave him 

permission to wear the snazzy uniform with the four 

stars on the shoulder. Nice, but the mayor doesn't have 

authority to override state law, something Nutter 

sometimes forgets. 

Ramsey still has to complete the firearms and CPR 

courses, which he expects to ace. 

Noonan says Ramsey will receive temporary 

certification within weeks and full certification after 

June, assuming he passes CPR and firearms, which I 

think is a safe bet. 

With certificate in hand, Ramsey will be able to 

make arrests as a police officer, which he currently is 

not permitted to do. He'll also righteously and 

officially wear the badge, uniform and gun. 

And another strange Philadelphia saga will be put 

to bed. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/columnists/stu_bykof

sky/20120316_Stu_Bykofsky_.html 

 

12-03-16 Man pulls out gun to ward off Wilkes-

Barre armed robbery try 

Samuel Smith, who has a concealed weapon 

permit, scared off 2 assailants. 

WILKES-BARRE – If it happened again, Samuel 

Smith said, he wouldn’t hesitate to use his gun on 

another person to protect himself.  

Smith, 24, of Ashley, made a split second decision 

and fired a round into the ground when two young 

men demanded that he empty his pockets on Reese 

Street near South Meade Street Wednesday night.  

Smith said he was hanging out with a friend 

outside a house sitting on a curb just before 9 p.m. 

http://online.wsj.com/article/AP5a2e202524fc43e48221961e23279752.html?KEYWORDS=firearm
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After his friend went into a house, Smith said he 

noticed two men walk slowly pass him, describing 

them as a black male in his upper teens and a white 

male in his early 20s.  

As the two men walked by, Smith had an uneasy 

feeling and loaded a magazine into his gun and 

reholstered the weapon.  

A minute or two after the men walked past, he said, 

they approached him asking for a cigarette.  

When Smith said he didn’t smoke, he claimed the 

black male pushed a firearm against his body.  

“He said, ‘Give me your (expletive) in your 

pockets,’ and shoved a gun in my stomach,” Smith 

said. “I took both my hands, one went on my wallet 

and the other I reached behind and put on my gun.”  

Smith, a security guard who has a concealed 

weapons permit to carry a firearm, said the black male 

swatted his hand away from his wallet. When he did, 

Smith extended his other hand grasping his gun and 

fired a round in the ground.  

“They ran away, the black kid ran toward Little 

Flower Manor, and the white kid ran the other way 

stripping off his clothes,” Smith said.  

Police said they are investigating the attempted 

armed robbery. 

The experience of being a victim left Smith with 

little doubt of using deadly force.  

“I never thought it would happen to me,” Smith, 

who works as a security officer, said. “I’m glad I have 

a concealed weapons permit. It paid off. If it happens 

to me again, I don’t think I would think twice of using 

my gun.”  

Other mugging incidents 

The attempted armed robbery of Samuel Smith on 

Wednesday is the latest street mugging in the area in 

recent weeks.  

• March 5, Wilkes-Barre: A 17-year-old boy told 

police three black males punched him in the head at 

Beaumont and North Washington streets.  

• March 4, Hanover Township: A 17-year-old boy 

told township police he was approached by a white 

male brandishing a knife and demanded the boy to 

empty his pockets at South Main and Knox streets.  

• March 4, Wilkes-Barre: A 13-year-old boy told 

city police he was approached by a black male who 

stole his bicycle in the area of 8 S. Main St.  

• March 4, Pittston: Police said a white male armed 

with a handgun robbed a person in the area of South 

Main Street and Kennedy Boulevard.  

• Feb. 27, Hanover Township: A man told 

township police two white men aimed a gun at him 

and punched him in the face before stealing his wallet 

on West Division Street.  

• Feb. 27, Wilkes-Barre: A woman told police she 

was pushed down to the ground and punched in the 

face by two men on Hickory Street.  

• Feb. 22, Wilkes-Barre: A man told police he was 

punched in the face by two black men who stole his 

cell phone in the area of 289 N. Main St.  

• Feb. 1, Wilkes-Barre: Police said a man was 

stabbed twice in the abdomen during an attempted 

robbery by two men on Carey Avenue 

http://timesleader.com/stories/Man-pulls-out-gun-

to-ward-off-Wilkes-Barre-armed-robbery-try,125079 

 

12-03-15 Right to Keep and Bear Arms is Not 

‘Property-Like’ 

Today’s DWS comes to us from the U.S. Court of 

Appeals for the Fifth Circuit via How Appealing and 

the Associated Press. 

Errol Houston Jr. sued the City of New Orleans 

after the district’s attorney’s office refused to return a 

registered gun that police had seized when he was 

arrested on drug and firearm charges in 2008. The 

charges were later dropped. 

Houston sued the city in July 2009, seeking the 

return of his gun and accusing law enforcement 

authorities of violating his due process and Second 

Amendment rights. A federal district judge dismissed 

the lawsuit the following year. 

A divided Fifth Circuit agreed with the lower court. 

In the majority opinion, Judge Rhesa Hawkins 

Barksdale wrote (citations omitted): 

Just as some regulation of speech–e.g., of 

obscenity and defamation–is “outside the reach” of 

the First Amendment, so, too, is some regulation of 

firearms outside the reach of the Second. The right 

protected by the Second Amendment is not a 

property-like right to a specific firearm, but rather a 

right to keep and bear arms for self-defense. 

Houston has not alleged defendants prevented his 

“retaining or acquiring other firearms”. Therefore, he 

has not stated a violation of his Second Amendment 

right to keep and bear arms. 

Judge Jennifer Walker Elrod, in her dissent, said 

the majority opinion contravenes the Supreme Court’s 

2008 ruling in District of Columbia v. Heller, which 

recognized an individual right to keep and bear arms, 

and its 2010 ruling in McDonald v. City of Chicago, 

http://timesleader.com/stories/Man-pulls-out-gun-to-ward-off-Wilkes-Barre-armed-robbery-try,125079
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which held that the right applies to state and local 

restrictions on firearms. 

According to Elrod, 

In the context of other enumerated constitutional 

rights, an equivalent per se exception for particular 

exercises of the right at stake (so long as other 

exercises of that right are permitted) would be 

intolerable. Consider,for example, a court holding that 

the Free Speech Clause affords no protection against 

the government preventing the publication of a 

particular editorial in the New York Times because 

there are plenty of other newspapers that mightpublish 

the piece. Or consider a court holding that the Fourth 

Amendment is inapplicable to the unreasonable 

seizure of a specific automobile so long as the 

government does not prevent the owner from 

borrowing, renting, or purchasinga replacement 

vehicle. These examples should suffice to show the 

absurdity of courts recognizing categorical exceptions 

for each particular exercise of those rights. In carving 

out such an exception from the Second Amendment, 

today’s majority impermissibly treats the Amendment 

as a “second-class right.” 

http://blogs.wsj.com/law/2012/03/15/daily-writing-

sample-right-to-keep-and-bear-arms-is-not-property-

like/?KEYWORDS=firearm 

 

12-03-15 Mother of 9-year-old boy involved in 

Armin Jahr shooting jailed 

PORT ORCHARD —The mother of a 9-year-old 

Armin Jahr student who brought a gun to school that 

discharged and shot a classmate was ordered jailed on 

$50,000 bail during her arraignment in Kitsap County 

District Court on Thursday morning.  

Kitsap County District Court Judge Jeffrey J. Jahns 

ordered Jamie Lee Chaffin, 34, to be held on $50,000 

bail during her arraignment. She was put in handcuffs 

and escorted to the Kitsap County jail after her 

appearance. She was charged earlier this week with 

felony assault. Her next court date is March 21. 

Her boyfriend, Douglas Bauer, 50, who also faces 

an assault charge, was released by Jahns. His next 

court date also is March 21. 

Chaffin has criminal history and current 

outstanding warrants in Pierce County. Bauer has no 

criminal history. 

Chaffin is the mother of the 9-year-old boy who 

brought a gun to the East Bremerton elementary Feb. 

22. The gun went off in his backpack and struck 

Amina Kocer-Bowman, who was critically injured 

and is in the process of a slow recovery at Harborview 

Medical Center in Seattle. 

She and her boyfriend, Bauer, are accused of an 

"extreme act of negligence" by county prosecutors, 

who have charged the couple with assault as a result 

of the little girl's injuries. 

Bauer's attorney, Wayne Fricke, told the judge 

during the appearance that the assault charge against 

his client was a "novel application of the law."  

The attorney for Chaffin told the judge her mother 

was prepared to have her stay at her residence in 

Suquamish, but Jahns elected to have her jailed. 

It did not appear that the 9-year-old's father or his 

uncle, who currently has custody of the boy, were in 

court. The Bowman family also was not present. 

Kitsapsun.com will post updates to this story later 

today. 

http://www.kitsapsun.com/news/2012/mar/15/moth

er-boyfriend-student-involved-armin-jahr-

shoot/?partner=popular 

 

12-03-13 Bill targets municipalities that violate 

state law 

By State Rep. Todd Stephens | 

After reading your March 8 editorial concerning 

HB 1523, I’d like to set the record straight and 

provide additional information for your readers. To 

dispel any concerns of bias, I am neither an NRA 

member, nor have I received any campaign 

contributions from the NRA. 

By way of background, I was a prosecutor for 10 

years prior to joining the Pennsylvania House of 

Representatives in 2010. I secured over 1,500 

convictions (18 homicides) with a 99 percent 

conviction rate over the course of my career. Most 

importantly, for three years, I was the captain of the 

Firearms Unit in the Montgomery County District 

Attorney’s Office and was assigned to the Firearms 

Unit of the U.S. Attorney’s Office. I’ve prosecuted 

straw purchasers, murderers who used guns, drug 

dealers who used guns and defendants who committed 

assaults with guns. I’ve spent time with grieving 

widows, family members and children of those who 

were victims of gun violence. I’ve consistently fought 

for victims of crime and consistently stood up to those 

who violate our laws as both a prosecutor and a 

legislator. 

HB 1523 simply holds those who violate state law 

accountable for their actions, a goal I always sought as 

a prosecutor. The bill only applies to those 
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municipalities that a judge says violated state law by 

illegally adopting gun control ordinances. The 

overwhelming majority of municipalities, including 

all of the municipalities in my district, follow the law 

and have not enacted illegal gun ordinances. As such, 

none of these municipalities would be affected by HB 

1523. 

HB1523 does not “prevent” local municipalities 

from enacting local gun control ordinances. It is well-

established Pennsylvania law that local municipalities 

may not enact their own gun control measures. 

According to our Supreme Court, “Because the 

ownership of firearms is constitutionally protected, its 

regulation is a matter of statewide concern.” Whether 

Pennsylvania should prohibit municipalities from 

enacting their own gun control ordinances, or whether 

Pennsylvania should implement a “lost and stolen” 

reporting law, is certainly a discussion and debate 

worth having. But they are separate and distinct from 

HB 1523. Again, HB 1523 only establishes penalties 

for those municipalities that a judge determines have 

violated state law. 

While HB 1523 does not prohibit them, your 

editorial goes on to discuss lost and stolen handgun 

ordinances, so I will address them. To be clear, I 

believe anyone losing a gun should report it lost or 

stolen. The issue is whether local ordinances actually 

compel people using guns illegally to file such a 

report. As your editorial explained, “The best way to 

judge the effectiveness of any rule or law is to look at 

the impact.” Your readers may be interested to know 

the City of Philadelphia has had a lost or stolen gun 

reporting ordinance since 2008 but has never once 

enforced it. As a matter of fact, despite 3½ years with 

the ordinance, Philadelphia still recorded the highest 

per-capita murder rate in the U.S. in 2011. 

Additionally, a Philadelphia newspaper researched 

similar ordinances in New York, Ohio, Massachusetts 

and New Jersey and could only find two cases where 

an individual was prosecuted for violating the 

ordinance — both in Cleveland over 10 years ago. In 

fact, according to Daniel Webster, co-director of the 

Johns Hopkins Center for Gun Policy and Research, 

there are no academic or law enforcement studies that 

demonstrate the impact of lost or stolen gun laws on 

straw purchases. This all stands to reason: A $300 fine 

for violating a local ordinance is not going to deter 

someone who is already willing to commit the felony 

of illegally transferring a gun to someone. While 

willing to consider additional facts, thus far, I haven’t 

seen any evidence to suggest the lost and stolen 

ordinance in Philadelphia has been effective at 

reducing gun violence. 

If we want to get serious about combating gun 

violence, we need to get serious with the sentences for 

those committing violent crimes with illegal guns. A 

long stint behind bars is a far greater deterrent than a 

$300 fine. As a Montgomery County prosecutor, I was 

assigned to the U.S. Attorney’s Office because 

Pennsylvania’s penalties are so weak. I have pending 

legislation that addresses this by ensuring violent gun 

criminals receive the severe penalties they deserve. 

The handful of local ordinances in Pennsylvania that 

HB 1523 addresses have no teeth and no demonstrable 

impact on gun violence. 

Rather than “feel-good” ordinances with no proven 

results, we need to heed Philadelphia Police 

Commissioner Ramsey’s warning: “We’ve got a lot of 

very violent people out there on the streets that need 

to be taken off the streets, or they will kill again.” 

http://www.phillyburbs.com/news/local/the_intelli

gencer_news/opinion/bill-targets-municipalities-that-

violate-state-law/article_6b73d40d-854d-5215-921f-

635f87058515.html 

 

12-03-09 Man accidentally fires gun in 

Silverdale store 

SILVERDALE —A 35-year-old Bremerton man 

was arrested for reckless endangerment after he 

accidentally fired a handgun in the Silverdale Way 

Walgreens store just before 8 p.m. Thursday. 

According to the Kitsap County Sheriff's Office, 

the man was in the cosmetics section with a female 

companion when the semi-automatic handgun in his 

waist holster fired. A bullet ricocheted off the floor 

and split in two. One portion struck a light fixture 

about 15 feet away, changed directions and traveled 

another 10 feet before stopping inside a wall. The 

other portion of the bullet hit a store display about 11 

feet away, penetrating three layers of heavy plastic 

before falling to the floor. 

Store staff were confused about all the noise and 

initially thought a television had fallen. Then they saw 

smoke emanating from the man, who was looking at 

his feet. He appeared embarrassed and repeatedly 

assured staff he was "all right," but did not answer any 

questions. 

He paid for a bottle of perfume and left the store 

with the woman. 

http://www.phillyburbs.com/news/local/the_intelligencer_news/opinion/bill-targets-municipalities-that-violate-state-law/article_6b73d40d-854d-5215-921f-635f87058515.html
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Deputies tracked down the man, who explained 

that he was reaching for his wallet when he 

mistakenly fired his gun. No injuries were reported. 

The man was taken to the county jail in Port 

Orchard and booked on $10,000 bail. 

http://www.kitsapsun.com/news/2012/mar/09/man-

accidentally-fires-gun-in-silverdale-store/ 

 

12-03-09 Police say Oakland man involved in 

Western Psych shooting used stolen gun  

Pittsburgh police identified John Shick, 30, of 

Oakland, as the gunman in Thursday`s shooting at 

Western Psychiatric Institute and Clinic that left him 

and a hospital worker dead and seven other people 

injured. 

"At this point, we do not have anything on his 

background," police Cmdr. Thomas Stangrecki said 

during a news conference this afternoon at police 

headquarters. There is nothing in Allegheny County 

civil or criminal court records on him. 

Other records show Shick has had addresses in at 

least five states. 

Officials said Shick fatally shot a therapist, later 

identified as Michael Schaab, 25, of Regent Square, 

and injured several others, tried to escape and was 

shot dead by University of Pittsburgh police. 

"Indications are that the suspect went into a 

stairwell which leads to a parking garage, and it 

appears the suspect may have tried to exit one of those 

doors but did not have a passcard to get out," said 

Stangrecki. 

University of Pittsburgh police Chief Tim Delaney 

said it appears that Shick "fired at a door to escape," 

but couldn`t get out. 

One of the guns Shick used was previously 

reported stolen in Texas, Strangrecki said. Police are 

still checking the status of the second weapon. 

Police said Shick was wearing a long, tan trench 

coat when he walked into the unsecured lobby of 

Western Psych about 1:40 p.m. with two 

semiautomatic pistols and began shooting. After 

failing to escape from the second-floor exit, Shick 

returned to the first floor and became involved in a 

gun battle with three University of Pittsburgh police 

officers. 

It`s unknown how many shots were fired. 

Police believe Shick shot Schaab before trying to 

escape, because responding police officers found the 

mortally wounded man on the ground before 

encountering Shick. Shick appeared to be "on his way 

back down and out the front" when he began 

exchanging gunfire with police. 

Six Pitt officers who were on patrol nearby arrived 

at Western Psych within two minutes of the first 

report of shots fired, and immediately broke into two 

groups of three, per the "active shooter training" they 

have practiced regularly since the Virginia Tech 

shootings, Delaney said. The formation involves one 

officer in the center with an officer on each side as a 

"wing," Delaney said. 

They found Shick in the lobby. 

"As soon as the Pittsburgh officers went in, his 

attention went to the officers," Delaney said. 

Three of the Pitt officers "engaged in gunfire" with 

him, Delaney said. 

"This is what we prepare for and hope it never 

happens. It happened. I don`t want to think about what 

could have happened with all those people in there." 

One officer was injured when a bullet ricocheted 

off his bullet-resistant vest, Delaney said, and another 

officer sustained an ankle injury when he slipped in 

the lobby. 

Delaney declined to identify any of the Pitt officers 

involved in the incident. 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/ne

ws/pittsburgh/s_785761.html# 

 

12-03-09 2 dead, 7 hurt in gunfire in Western 

Psych lobby 

Police were trying to find out how and why an 

unidentified gunman started a bloody rampage on 

Thursday in the lobby of an Oakland psychiatric 

hospital, leaving him and a clinic employee dead, 

seven people injured and a hospital community badly 

shaken. 

The lone gunman walked into the unsecured lobby 

of Western Psychiatric Institute and Clinic about 1:40 

p.m. with two semiautomatic pistols and began 

shooting. Pittsburgh police Chief Nate Harper said last 

night that investigators do not know the shooter's 

identity. Three University of Pittsburgh police officers 

opened fire on the gunman, but investigators declined 

to say whether they knew who shot whom. 

"We heard a bunch of yelling, some shooting, 

people yelling, 'Hide! Hide!" said witness Gregory 

Brant, 53, who told The Associated Press that he was 

in a first-floor waiting room when the shooting began. 

"Everyone's yelling, 'Stay down!' " 

Brant and six others, including a young girl and her 

parents, barricaded themselves inside the waiting 

http://www.kitsapsun.com/news/2012/mar/09/man-accidentally-fires-gun-in-silverdale-store/
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room. The group crouched in a corner, hoping the 

gunman would not see them as he went past, Brant 

said. 

"We were kind of sitting ducks," said Brant, who 

estimated the ordeal lasted for 15 or 20 minutes. 

"Luckily, he didn't see us in there, and we didn't make 

eye contact with him." 

Authorities did not identify the dead employee or 

the wounded, who included five other employees and 

a Pitt police officer who investigators said was grazed 

in the leg. A relative identified one of the injured as 

receptionist Kathryn F. Leight, 64, of Shaler. She was 

in serious condition last night. 

"All I can say is that she was shot in the chest and 

that she is in surgery," said a woman who answered 

the phone at Leight's home but declined to give her 

name. 

"Her husband (John) was talking to her on the 

phone when it happened. He heard the shots," said 

neighbor Rita Luniewski, 70. The phone went dead, 

then the family got a call telling them what had 

happened, she said. 

Other patients being treated at UPMC for gunshot 

wounds are: Two men age 46 and 35, and a 54-year-

old woman, all in fair condition; and a 49-year-old 

man in serious condition. 

Hours after the shootings, Western Psych President 

Claudia Roth said authorities would review 

surveillance videos from the lobby to try to piece 

together the sequence of events. Investigators said the 

gunman's wounds made quick identification difficult. 

"The police acted admirably and did engage in 

gunfire," Mayor Luke Ravenstahl said during a news 

conference. "It's too early to say exactly what wound 

or what gun killed the two deceased, but the police did 

act courageously." 

'It was scary stuff' 

The shootings rattled Oakland and the tightly 

packed buildings of the Pitt and UPMC campuses. 

"It was scary stuff. It was very scary," said Pitt 

professor Evelyn Talbott, who watched as SWAT 

officers arrived. "Then you realize that people were 

hurt and you thought, 'This is really terrible.'" 

Uniformed officers and SWAT teams from across 

the area swarmed Oakland as nearby schools and 

businesses locked down their buildings because of 

fears that a second shooter was on the loose. Officers 

sent some employees and patients to the nearby 

Petersen Events Center as SWAT teams checked each 

of the clinic's 16 floors. 

"I saw police officers with rifles and bulletproof 

protective clothing running into the building and 

people coming out at the same time," said Linda 

Duchak, a public health administrator at Pitt's 

Graduate School of Public Health, who watched from 

a window across the street. "I saw three people being 

carried out on stretchers, others coming out of the 

building who were clearly in distress, holding their 

heads, wrapping arms around each other and 

comforting each other." 

Many employees and patients who were visibly 

shaken declined to comment. One woman waiting at 

Scaife Hall was choking back tears, asking the woman 

next to her if she had heard from a mutual 

acquaintance who may have been near the scene of 

the shooting. Another woman who would not give her 

name said she had heard as many as 15 shots. 

Some at a parking garage were wrapped in blankets 

to stay warm and were hugging and crying as they 

called their family members to tell them that they 

were all right. One said that as she was hiding in an 

office, "I heard the door handle jiggle, and I didn't 

know who it was." 

The injured were rushed across the street to UPMC 

Presbyterian. Dr. Donald Yealy, chief of emergency 

medicine for UPMC, said one of the seven wounded 

was in intensive care after undergoing surgery, two 

had been released and four were admitted; at least 

three will likely require surgery. He said all are 

expected to survive "and do well." 

"This is a sad time to have to spread news like 

this," Yealy said. 

Pitt sends email alert 

News of the chaotic events spread quickly 

throughout the university district. Ben Sciulli, owner 

of Milano's Pizza on Fifth Avenue, said several 

Western Psych employees were eating lunch in his 

restaurant when they got frantic phone calls and texts 

from co-workers inside the hospital. 

"They texted to say they were hiding under tables," 

Sciulli said. "They were frightened. ... Everybody is 

frightened." 

As calls went out about the shootings, police closed 

De Soto Street with more than 20 cruisers and a 

SWAT vehicle while officers yelled at people to stay 

inside surrounding buildings. SWAT officers from 

Pittsburgh, Allegheny County, the Port Authority and 

departments in the South Hills responded. 

Pitt sent out an email alert that read: "An active 

shooter has been identified at Western Psychiatric 



Institute. Several injured; possible 2nd actor in 

Western Psych. Lock-down recommended until 

further notice. If safe to do so, tell others of this 

message." 

Brian Wagner, a Pitt employee, said he was 

heading to a staff recognition ceremony at Western 

Psych when "there was an influx of police cars." He 

turned around and watched from Parran Hall as 

officers sped up Bouquet Street toward the clinic. 

"It's pretty scary," Wagner said. "You worry about 

who's been injured and all the other people on 

campus." 

Wagner was to be recognized for five years of 

service. Attendees were supposed to arrive at 2 p.m. -- 

just minutes after the shootings -- for the 2:30 p.m. 

ceremony, he said. 

"When you see police officers running with assault 

rifles drawn, you know it's more than just a drill or a 

small emergency," Wagner said. 

Eric Majeski, 35, of the South Side said he spoke 

to his girlfriend, who works at Western Psych, by 

phone briefly but drove there when he could not reach 

her later. 

"She said she saw people shot," Majeski said. 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/ne

ws/pittsburgh/s_785529.html 

 

12-03-08 Shooting at Woodbridge Center mall: 

Alleged shoplifter shot, killed by police; customers 

run for cover 

A suspected shoplifter who held a woman hostage 

at knifepoint inside Woodbridge Center was shot to 

death by a police officer this evening, setting off a 

scene of chaos inside one of New Jersey’s largest 

shopping malls, authorities said. 

The incident unfolded shortly after 5 p.m. on the 

upper level of the mall’s Sears wing. After he was 

confronted by mall security for an alleged shoplifting 

in the Hollister Co. apparel store, the suspect put a 

knife to the throat of a random shopper and pulled her 

inside the Sears store, according to several officials 

familiar with the incident who were not authorized to 

comment publicly. 

An off-duty Woodbridge police officer who was 

wearing his police uniform and working an extra duty 

job at the mall shot the suspect, killing him, according 

to a news release issued late tonight by Middlesex 

County Prosecutor Bruce Kaplan and Woodbridge 

Police Director Robert Hubner. 

"After a brief pursuit, the suspect grabbed a female 

shopper and threatened her with a knife, according to 

the preliminary report by Woodbridge police," the 

release said. "Woodbridge police reported that after 

repeated warnings, the officer fired at the suspect, 

who was pronounced dead at the scene." 

The hostage, who was not immediately identified, 

was not injured, authorities said. The officer also was 

not identified. 

Video: Tyler Bruno describes the scene after the 

shooting at the Woodbridge Center mallEyewitness 

Tyler Bruno, 18 of Woodbridge describes the scene 

outside Sears after the police shooting of a suspected 

shoplifter at Woodbridge Center. (Video by William 

Perlman/The Star-Ledger)Watch video  

Stunned shoppers initially thought the commotion 

overhead might have been a fight. 

Barbra Gaffney, 52, of Colonia, and her daughter, 

18-year-old Lindsey Howarth, were in a nearby 

optical center when the incident began. The women 

said they saw two white-uniformed mall security 

guards dashing toward the Sears store and heard 

screaming. 

"All of a sudden we heard a loud noise," Gaffney 

said. "I said to my daughter, 'That's a gunshot.' " 

Some stampeding customers ran for cover, Gaffney 

said. 

One Sears worker who said he heard the boom 

thought it might have been someone who tripped on 

the escalator. But when he rushed to help, he said, he 

saw the body of a man lying in a puddle of blood on 

the ground near one of the store entrances.  

"I went downstairs and I saw the dead body," said 

the employee, 18-year-old Sisir Biswas. "I was 

shocked." 

Nearby, officers held back a crowd that had 

gathered to look. 

Tyler Bruno, 18, of Woodbridge, arrived at the 

mall right around the time of the shooting. 

"There’s people coming out saying, ‘Do not go in. 

It’s crazy in there. Something bad just happened,’" 

Bruno said, adding that customers told him a man held 

a large-bladed knife to the woman’s throat. 

Video from outside the scene at Woodbridge 

Center Mall shootingIn this amateur video provided 

by Tyler Bruno, 18, of Woodbridge, witnesses to the 

shooting at the Woodbridge Center Mall are 

interviewed shortly after the incident. They discuss 

the suspected shoplifter, who had someone at knife 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/pittsburgh/s_785529.html
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point, and how the suspect was shot in the head. 

(Video courtesy of Tyler Bruno)Watch video  

An employee at the f.y.e. entertainment store, in 

the same wing as Sears, said she saw security guards 

try unsuccessfully to wrestle the man to the ground. 

The employee said she heard someone yell 

"Knife!" and saw a blade in the man’s hand as he ran 

past. 

He continued running, the employee said, before 

grabbing a woman who had been at a candy machine 

next to the Sears entrance. 

"When I stepped out, you could see him dragging 

her by the hair and see him backing up into Sears as if 

he was trying to get away," the shaken employee said. 

When police arrived, "They said, look, drop your 

weapon ... and he didn’t — and that’s when they 

fired," the employee said. 

At about 7:30 p.m., a woman from Sears was 

wheeled upright in a gurney into a waiting ambulance, 

using her clothing to shield her face from television 

cameras. It was not immediately known whether that 

was the woman was the one who was being held. 

With about 220 stores and 1.5 million square feet 

of space, Woodbridge Center is the third-largest 

shopping mall in New Jersey, behind only Westfield 

Garden State Plaza in Paramus and Freehold Raceway 

Mall. The mall is located just off Route 1, in the 

shadows of the Garden State Parkway. 

William Perlman/The Star-LedgerAn outside view 

of the Sears store at the Woodbridge Center shopping 

mall, where a man armed with a knife was allegedly 

shot and killed by a Woodbridge police officer.  

The wing where the shooting happened includes 

major brands such as Hollister Co. apparel, f.y.e. 

entertainment and the family-oriented Disney Store. 

Investigators from the Woodbridge Police 

Department and the Middlesex County Prosecutor's 

Office were at the scene tonight investigating the 

shooting.  

Jim O'Neill, a spokesman for the prosecutor's 

office, said the state Attorney General’s office was 

notified of the shooting — as is routine for shootings 

involving police. 

It was the fourth police-involved shooting in the 

county since September. Two people were shot by 

officers in New Brunswick, one fatally, and another 

person was wounded in Monroe Township. 

http://www.nj.com/news/index.ssf/2012/03/shootin

g_at_woodbridge_center.html 

 

12-03-08 Pol wants to ax Pa. gun database 

A WESTERN Pennsylvania lawmaker wants to cut 

state funding for the database used by gun dealers to 

check prospective buyers' criminal and mental-health 

records before selling them a firearm. 

State Rep. Tim Krieger, R-Greensburg, contends 

that the database, the Pennsylvania Instant Check 

System (PICS), wastes money because such a check 

can be made in a federal database, the National Instant 

Check System (NICS). Legislation he introduced in 

January requiring dealers to make presale checks with 

NICS instead of PICS is under review in the state 

House Judiciary Committee. Thirty-four other 

lawmakers signed on as co-sponsors. 

"Not a week goes by without me hearing 

complaints from folks about the PICS system being 

down. If [a buyer] has to wait 40 or 50 minutes 

because the check can't be done, those sales are lost, 

because the buyer goes across the [state] border" to 

buy a gun, Krieger said. 

But firearm foes say that the state database 

includes records that the federal database doesn't, such 

as protection-from-abuse orders and 580,000 mental-

health records that would prohibit gun ownership. 

They say that a mere federal check could allow 

violent or mentally ill people to buy guns, opening the 

door to such calamities as the 2007 Virginia Tech 

shootings or the 2011 attempt to kill former U.S. Rep. 

Gabrielle Giffords. 

Krieger said that 31 states already use NICS 

exclusively. "When we can get better service at a very 

substantial cost savings, why not do it?" he said. 

Krieger couldn't quantify the savings he expected. 

PICS proponents contend that Krieger, an NRA 

member and Navy veteran who likes to hunt, simply 

opposes all gun restrictions. 

Krieger countered that plans are under way for the 

state to submit mental-health records to NICS by 

June. 

Major Martin Henry, who oversees PICS as 

director of the Pennsylvania State Police's Bureau of 

Records and Identification, said that PICS represents 

but a sliver of the state police budget - less than a 

tenth of 1 percent. 

He opposes abolishing PICS, and argued that the 

state should more stringently screen would-be buyers 

who challenge their denial after failing the records 

check. 

Under PICS, authorities have 60 days to research 

the person to determine whether to uphold or reverse 

http://www.nj.com/news/index.ssf/2012/03/shooting_at_woodbridge_center.html
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the denial. NICS, though, gives authorities just three 

days; if authorities don't act within that period, the gun 

dealer can proceed with the sale. Henry said that such 

checks typically take state police 15 days to complete. 

Further, PICS isn't as inefficient as Krieger claims, 

Henry said. The state database was operational for 

510,000 hours last year, yet experienced problems for 

just 69.9 hours, or 1.4 percent of the time, Henry said. 

He said that his bureau plans to add new technology 

that should erase such outages. 

PICS handled 739,682 calls last year, the most 

since its July 1998 inception, Henry said. 

The system, used primarily by gun dealers before 

making a sale, also is used to check the records of gun 

owners who apply for concealed-carry permits or 

those who seek to regain firearms that authorities had 

seized in criminal cases, Henry said. 

One gun dealer said he supports stringent 

background checks. 

"Even though I own firearms and I support the 

Second Amendment, I want a thorough background 

check," said Kevin Hudgeons, manager of the 

Delaware Valley Sports Center in the Far Northeast. 

"If you have nothing to hide, why not have a thorough 

background check done? And if you do, then maybe 

you shouldn't own a firearm." 

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/20120308_PO

L_WANTS_TO_AX_PA__GUN_REGISTRY.html 

 

12-03-08 High-caliber dining: Open-carry 

devotees taking a shot at a public gathering 

T HE SIZZLING entrees won't be the only hot 

items at an Applebee's in Ridley Township on 

Saturday, when a couple of dozen folks mosey into 

the restaurant packing heat for a "meet-and-eat." 

With a side of firearms - or rather, with firearms at 

their side - the gun owners plan to gather for a meal 

and share their "common interest" of openly carrying 

handguns in sidearm holsters, said organizer Mark 

Fiorino. 

"Applebee's is a good place for it because I like 

their '2 for $20,' " he said. 

No word on whether the 25 to 30 expected 

attendees will order the dessert shooters. 

According to those who plan to attend, the event is 

as American as apple pie, but one anti-gun-violence 

advocate says it's just a chance for these firearm 

owners to upset the apple cart. 

"You may have the right to open-carry, but the idea 

of amassing a militia to walk into Applebee's is 

crossing the line," said Max Nacheman, director of 

CeaseFirePA. 

In Pennsylvania gun owners can openly carry a 

firearm nearly anywhere, except in courts, federal 

buildings, state parks, prisons, schools and airports. 

They need a permit only if they want to carry a 

concealed weapon - under their coat or in their car, for 

instance. (Philadelphia requires a permit for any 

handgun, open or concealed.) 

Bob Dodge, 26, a Delaware County tattoo artist 

who carries his .45-caliber Glock in a holster on his 

hip every day, said that there are many benefits to 

open-carry. 

"Tactically speaking, it's a lot more efficient way 

of self-defense because there's no chance of a 

wardrobe malfunction," he said. "Also, every now and 

then, somebody will make a comment and really, it's 

me and people of my ilk who use that as an 

opportunity to educate." 

Dodge said that very few people know the law and 

that events like Saturday's help raise awareness. 

Fiorino, 25, an information-technology specialist 

who openly carries his .40-caliber Glock daily, said 

that he's held similar events before, including at the 

Fox and the Hound, in King of Prussia. 

"Events like these, while not directly aimed at the 

public, can be used to help raise awareness and make 

it slightly more common knowledge that it's OK as 

long as it's done responsibly," he said. 

Raising awareness is important to Fiorino. In 

February 2011, a Philly cop encountered Fiorino on 

Frankford Avenue in Northeast Philly, pointed his gun 

at him and told him he couldn't openly carry his 

weapon in the city. Fiorino, who has a license to 

carry, protested and recorded the resulting 40-minute 

argument, which was uploaded to YouTube. He was 

arrested and charged with reckless endangerment and 

disorderly conduct but was acquitted in October in a 

nonjury trial. He filed a civil suit last month. 

Knowing the backlash he's faced in the past, 

Fiorino said that he called the Applebee's, which is on 

MacDade Boulevard, and cleared the event with a 

manager. 

"I did let them know this was an open-carry event. 

They said 'Well, you're not going to wave your guns 

around, are you?' " Fiorino said. "I told them that 

firearms do not come out of their holsters unless it's 

absolutely required." 

The general manager of the Applebee's, who 

declined to provide his name, said that he wasn't 
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aware of the event and that the restaurant was not 

sponsoring it. But when told that a bunch of gun 

owners would be gathering at the restaurant Saturday 

with firearms on their hips, he said, "If they come in, 

we'll treat them as guests." 

Ridley Township Sgt. Charles Palo said that while 

openly carrying is within a citizen's rights, it can be 

alarming. 

"This isn't Wyoming, this isn't Oklahoma," he said. 

"People aren't used to seeing people walking around 

with guns exposed." 

Fiorino believes that the fear of guns is a product 

of ignorance. 

"Someone who is frightened at the mere sight of a 

gun is someone who needs to learn a little bit more 

about them," he said. "I understand seeing a group of 

people with firearms might scare someone who knows 

little about the topic, but it's a great opportunity to ask 

questions." 

Fiorino, who used a forum on the website for the 

Pennsylvania Firearm Owners Association to 

coordinate the meet-up, said on the forum that he's 

shooting for getting to the restaurant about 5:30 p.m. 

One commenter going by the name "Leo" said that 

he was boycotting the event because it's at 

"Crapplebee's." 

"You OCers [open-carriers] may be all high stakes 

when it comes to your civil rights," he wrote, "but you 

really need to up the culinary ante." 

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/20120308_Hig

h-calibre_dining__Open-

carry_devotees_taking_a_shot_at_a_public_gathering.

html 

 

12-03-07 3 suspected N.J. gun runners are 

charged 

Three people accused of gun running for convicted 

criminals face felony charges themselves following a 

two-month investigation and their arrests last week, 

State Police said today.  

Dana "Real" Jackson, 40, of Aberdeen; Curtis 

Mitchell, 39, of Cliffwood; and Damien Coleman, 32, 

of Newark, all face firearms possession charges and 

multiple other counts.  

The trio was arrested after the investigation by the 

State Police’s weapons trafficking unit showed that 

Jackson took orders for firearms from people barred 

from having them because of prior felony convictions. 

Jackson would get the guns from Coleman and bring 

them back to Monmouth County for resale, a release 

from the State Police said. Once in Monmouth 

County, Jackson and Mitchell sold the firearms, 

illegally, for a profit.  

Jackson, taken into custody at his home, was also 

charged with three counts of unlawful sale of a 

firearm, four counts of prohibited possession of 

firearms, possession of stolen property, possession of 

hollow point ammunition, and possession and 

distribution of heroin.  

Mitchell, also arrested at his home, faces single 

counts of unlawful sale of a firearm, prohibited 

possession of firearms and conspiracy.  

Coleman, arrested after a short pursuit at his 

Newark home, was charged with two counts of 

prohibited possession of firearms, possession of 

hollow point ammunition, possession of heroin and 

crack and related distribution counts, and resisting 

arrest.  

The investigation turned up eight firearms — seven 

handguns and one shotgun — numerous rounds of 

ammunition, about 300 decks of heroin, 15 grams of 

crack cocaine, and $8,000 in cash.  

Additional arrests are pending, said Trooper 

Christopher Kay, a State Police spokesman. 

http://www.nj.com/news/index.ssf/2012/03/3_susp

ected_nj_gun_runners_are.html 

 

12-03-07 Pa. voter ID bill passes Senate, heads 

to House 

HARRISBURG, Pa. - Republican state senators 

put Pennsylvania on the path Wednesday to becoming 

the 16th state to require voters to show photo 

identification before their ballots are counted, after a 

contentious debate during which Democrats called the 

measure an attempt to suppress votes in November's 

presidential election by the party's traditional 

supporters. 

Labor unions, counties, civil liberties advocates, 

good government advocates, the AARP and the 

National Association for the Advancement of Colored 

People also objected to the bill, which passed the 

Republican-controlled chamber, 26-23. 

Republican Gov. Tom Corbett supports the 

measure; it is expected to receive approval within 

days from the Republican-controlled House of 

Representatives, which passed a stricter version of the 

bill last year. The American Civil Liberties Union 

immediately said it was preparing a legal challenge; 

Senate Democrats said they would sue if the bill 

becomes law. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/20120308_High-calibre_dining__Open-carry_devotees_taking_a_shot_at_a_public_gathering.html
http://www.philly.com/philly/news/20120308_High-calibre_dining__Open-carry_devotees_taking_a_shot_at_a_public_gathering.html
http://www.philly.com/philly/news/20120308_High-calibre_dining__Open-carry_devotees_taking_a_shot_at_a_public_gathering.html
http://www.philly.com/philly/news/20120308_High-calibre_dining__Open-carry_devotees_taking_a_shot_at_a_public_gathering.html
http://www.nj.com/news/index.ssf/2012/03/3_suspected_nj_gun_runners_are.html
http://www.nj.com/news/index.ssf/2012/03/3_suspected_nj_gun_runners_are.html


Democrats labeled the bill as the latest in a long 

line of attempts to trample a sacred right. The 

Republican Party, meanwhile, released a statement 

lauding the measure as "another step closer to 

protecting the fundamental right to vote." 

Many government employee photo IDs would be 

acceptable, as would student IDs from colleges and 

universities in Pennsylvania and IDs for people who 

live in elder-care institutions in the state, as long as 

they show a name, photo and expiration date that 

makes them current. 

Republican legislatures around the country are 

pressing voter ID bills, and Pennsylvania would 

become the third-largest state, behind Texas and 

Florida, with such a photo ID law. A legal challenge is 

holding up a law passed last year in Wisconsin, and 

U.S. Department of Justice approval is still required 

for laws to take effect in Alabama, Mississippi, South 

Carolina and Texas. 

Every Democrat in the Pennsylvania Senate, plus 

three Republicans, voted against the bill. 

Democrats said the bill would create hurdles for 

the poor, elderly, sick and disabled who want to vote. 

They questioned the validity of Republican arguments 

about protecting the integrity of elections when there 

is scant evidence of voter fraud. 

"The truth is, if you destroy the process in search 

of integrity, I'm not sure we find a lot of character in 

that argument," said Sen. Anthony Williams, D-

Philadelphia. "I'm afraid of what's in front of us and 

I'm afraid of the consequences of this law hitting the 

books." 

Republicans say counties should have time to give 

the concept a test run during the April 24 primary 

elections , asking people for ID, but not requiring it , 

then it would become effective for the Nov. 6 general 

election. 

The County Commissioners Association of 

Pennsylvania has warned lawmakers that adding the 

additional step of requiring poll workers to check 

photo IDs will lengthen Election Day lines and create 

voter confusion, but provide no extra security for 

ballots. 

Someone without proper ID would be able to cast a 

provisional ballot, then would have six days to get an 

acceptable ID and deliver a copy to county election 

offices in person, by email or fax. 

Republicans cited no instances of voter fraud that 

the bill would somehow address, although Senate 

Majority Leader Dominic Pileggi, R-Delaware, 

pointed out that photo IDs are a part of daily life for 

people. 

"If they go to the drug store to have a prescription 

filled, if they go to travel on an airplane or a train or to 

open a bank account, even to cash a check in a 

supermarket, to get a marriage license, to apply for a 

job, to sign an apartment lease, and even to get in to 

some buildings, a photo identification is a necessary 

part of today's society," Pileggi said. 

Democrats responded that the bill creates the 

absurd result of forcing someone who is recognized 

by poll workers, but does not have proper ID, to cast a 

provisional ballot, get ID and then prove their identity 

to county election officials. 

To address any suggestion that a photo ID 

requirement amounts to an unconstitutional "poll tax," 

the bill would require the Department of 

Transportation to issue an identification card at no 

cost to anyone who applies and swears that he or she 

has no other proof of identification allowed under the 

law for voting purposes. 

But Democrats argued that getting an ID involves 

hurdles. For instance, making the extra trips will be 

difficult for some people, they said, while getting a 

Pennsylvania state ID card requires showing a Social 

Security card, a birth certificate or certificate of 

residency, and two proofs of residency, such as a lease 

agreement, utility bill or a tax record. 

"We are changing the rules that have applied in 

Pennsylvania for over 200 years and ... we should be 

very suspicious any time one political party tries to 

change the rules of future elections, particularly over 

the objections of the other political party," said Sen. 

Daylin Leach, D-Montgomery. 

Under current Pennsylvania law, people are 

required to show identification only when voting in a 

polling place for the first time, but a photo ID is not 

the only kind allowed. Acceptable forms of ID can 

include a firearms permit, current utility bill, bank 

statement or paycheck as long as they have a name 

and address on it, while photo IDs can include a 

student or employee ID. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/wires/ap/news/state/p

ennsylvania/20120307_ap_pavoteridbillpassessenateh

eadstohouse.html?ref=more-like-this 

 

12-03-07 Pa. man pepper sprays cops, thought 

they were fake 

Christopher Laurence Kelley told judge 'anybody 

can buy a uniform' 
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FAYETTE COUNTY, Pa. — When his pet 

Chihuahua failed to scare off a state trooper, a Fayette 

County man said he used pepper spray on the 

uniformed trooper because he believed he was 

impersonating a police officer. 

To giggles from a packed courtroom, Christopher 

Laurence Kelley, 48, told a judge a trooper came to 

his house in Georges to investigate a report that 

Kelley had interfered with an ambulance. But the 

officer left when the Chihuahua began to chew his 

boot, Kelley said Monday. 

But the officer quickly returned — with two other 

troopers as backup — prompting Kelley to deploy the 

pepper spray. 

"I sprayed it up his nose," Kelley testified. 

At that moment, he realized all three troopers were 

legitimate. By then, "it was too late," Kelley testified. 

Kelley, of 306 Shady Side Lane, testified during a 

hearing yesterday as he pleaded guilty to three counts 

of aggravated assault in connection with the Jan. 25, 

2011, incident. In exchange for the plea, Assistant 

District Attorney Michelle Kelley, who is not related 

to the defendant, said charges of simple assault and 

reckless endangerment will be dropped. 

In a criminal complaint, police said they were 

contacted by Fairchance EMS workers who said 

Kelley, also known as Donald Bowman Jr., stood in 

the middle of the road, waved a large metal club and 

screamed at them to turn around while they were on a 

medical call near his residence. 

They told police they were delayed and had to take 

an alternate route to Uniontown Hospital because of 

Kelley's actions. 

According to a criminal complaint, when Trooper 

Andrew Reith went to Kelley's residence to 

investigate, Kelley told the trooper he is the only 

authorized EMS provider for Georges and claimed 

Fairchance EMS was infringing on his territory. 

Kelley yesterday testified he believed Reith was a 

"bogus" police officer, so Kelley refused to show any 

identification. He testified he retreated into his house 

when his Chihuahua began to chew the trooper's boot. 

"Anybody can buy a uniform," Kelley testified. 

"The first (trooper) was in a uniform, but in a bogus 

police car." 

Reith said he made sure the dog was indoors, for its 

safety, before he went to his patrol vehicle to call for 

backup. 

Officers used a Taser to subdue Kelley, according 

to court documents. Michelle Kelley said none of the 

troopers sustained permanent injuries from the pepper 

spray. 

Christopher Kelley faces a maximum of 30 years in 

prison when he is sentenced 11:15 a.m. March 14 

before Judge John F. Wagner Jr. 

http://www.policeone.com/bizarre/articles/5235769

-Pa-man-pepper-sprays-cops-thought-they-were-fake/ 

 

12-03-06 State Senator Would Allow Citizens to 

Shoot Cops? 

On May 12th, 2011 the Indiana Supreme Court 

ruled in the case of Barnes v. State of Indiana that 

essentially a person does not have the right to resist an 

officer’s entry into their home even if they believe the 

entry to be unlawful. 

Immediately, allegations that the Indiana Supreme 

Court gutted the Fourth Amendment began popping 

up in newspapers and online. The Fourth Amendment 

states “ The right of the people to be secure in their 

persons, houses, papers, and effects, against 

unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be 

violated, and no warrants shall issue, but upon 

probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, and 

particularly describing the place to be searched, and 

the persons or things to be seized.” 

Senator R. Michael Young and several others 

immediately began work on what is now known as 

2012 SB0001. When I contacted Senator Young’s 

office I was told that the new bill is a revision of a law 

from 1974 that was revised in 2006 and the new bill 

would return us to the intent of the 2006 law. 

Most of the bill remains the same as the old law 

with the addition of a few paragraphs at the end. You 

tell me what this wording means to you, “A person is 

justified in using reasonable force against any law 

enforcement officer if the person reasonably believes 

the force is necessary to: protect the person or a third 

person from what the person reasonably believes to be 

the imminent use of unlawful force; prevent or 

terminate the law enforcement officer’s unlawful 

entry of or attack on the person’s dwelling, curtilage, 

or occupied motor vehicle ; or prevent or terminate 

the law enforcement officer’s trespass on or criminal 

interference of property lawfully in the person’s 

possession.” 

Bill 0001 later says the person is not justified in 

using force against a law enforcement officer if he 

provokes action by the law enforcement officer or is 

committing or escaping after the commission of a 

http://www.policeone.com/bizarre/articles/5235769-Pa-man-pepper-sprays-cops-thought-they-were-fake/
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crime. There is more and you can read the entire bill 

at: 

http://e-lobbyist.com/gaits/IN/SB0001 

I suggest that every law enforcement officer read 

this bill. 

Senator R. Michael Young’s office replied to me 

that this law would only apply if the officers were 

acting unlawfully. In my original request for 

information, I pointed out that there were already 

remedies in place to ensure lawful action or to correct 

after the fact for unlawful action by the law 

enforcement officer. For example we all learned in the 

police academy about evidence and the fruit of the 

poison tree known as the Exclusionary Rule: 

http://legal-

dictionary.thefreedictionary.com/Exclusionary+Rule 

This is explicitly designed to protect Fourth 

Amendment rights. 

I pointed out to the Senator’s staff that this new bill 

could lead to additional violence and injury to both 

law enforcement officers and citizens as well. The 

response from them was vague stating “Nothing that 

has been suggested by the other side has ever occurred 

under the current law.” 

Under the newly proposed legislation, a person in 

Indiana who reasonably believes that the officers at 

his door are entering unlawfully has the right to resist 

the officers. If after the fact it is determined that the 

officer were entering lawfully is Senator Young going 

to pay his last respects at the officer’s funeral and fill 

the vacancy left in the family by the loss of the officer 

who was killed? Of course not, but he can stand proud 

and show how he is a protector of our Fourth 

Amendment rights. 

Illinois, where I am a police officer, shares a long 

border with Indiana. We handle this issue differently 

here. The Illinois statutes clearly state that a person is 

not authorized to use force to resist arrest which he 

knows is being made by a peace officer even if he 

believes the arrest is unlawful and the arrest is in fact 

unlawful. Here the safety and protection of life takes 

precedent over property. Indiana law makers are 

placing the protection of property over protection of 

life. After all, there are plenty of recourses in the 

courts after the fact to recover any damages or harm 

incurred in the arrest as well as to provide incentives 

to ensure the officer makes a lawful rather than 

unlawful arrest. 

One of my original questions to Senator Young’s 

staff was what really precipitated this action by him 

and why do so many elected representatives support 

this so strongly? In wanted this information because, 

as a police officer, I could only see where this bill 

could endanger me and my fellow officers. The only 

answer given was the State Supreme Court had 

trampled on the Fourth Amendment. 

I am not by any stretch of the imagination an 

authority in these matters. I am not even an attorney 

but reading the court’s decision, I cannot see the 

problem. 

http://www.in.gov/judiciary/opinions/pdf/0920110

1shd.pdf 

The State Supreme Court’s decision protects both 

the officers and persons inside the residence while still 

allowing for remedies after the fact. The law makes no 

attempt to circumvent the protections; it merely says 

you cannot batter police officers as they enter the 

residence. 

Where these politicians see this as a battle to 

protect the rights of citizens from unlawful search and 

seizure, I see instead as failure of these same 

politicians to protect the safety of the law officers and 

citizens of their state. 

Why am I concerned? As a Chicago police officer, 

I am concerned that my state runs the risk of such a 

law rearing its head here. Chicago shares a border on 

the southeast side with Indiana. Reaching Indiana is 

simply a matter of driving across the street in this area 

of town. 

If an Indiana citizen is sitting in his car in Chicago, 

and he reasonably believes that the officer are 

ordering him from his car for a traffic violation he is 

sure he did not commit, he might feel that he has 

every right to resist the officer’s attempts to take him 

into custody. He could be unaware that since he is 

now in Illinois, he cannot resist arrest. In the end, 

several people are at risk for being hurt; the Chicago 

officer, the Indiana citizen as well as any passengers 

or bystanders. This can happen anywhere along our 

common border as well as along every other border 

Indiana has with other states. 

This law begs to be abused by every extremist 

group in the country. Already there are so many 

groups ready to use force against police officers given 

the opportunity. The bill only gives strength to their 

defense. 

I could come up with all kinds of scenarios where 

this law will get people killed and so can you. Here in 

Illinois, I know that the Police Benevolent Protective 

Association and the Fraternal Order of Police would 



rise up in mass to oppose this legislation. In a right-to-

work state with few police labor organizations like 

Indiana, I am not sure just who there is to look out for 

the safety of the people sworn to protect the citizens. 

The lawmakers seem to have decided that property is 

more important than the police officer’s safety. 

As I researched this law, I spoke with an attorney 

who remarked that there was absolutely no incentive 

not to resist arrest. He stated any defense attorney 

worth his salt should be able to show a reasonable 

belief that the police were executing an unlawful 

arrest. 

I hope this law will not survive the constitutional 

challenge it will surely have to undergo. Indiana’s 

Supreme Court has essentially already ruled against 

this law in the Barnes v. State of Indiana ruling. I can 

only hope this law will also be stricken if it is passed 

into law. 

At best, this is an attempt by the lawmakers to 

polish a law that has been on the books since 1974 

and was modified just six years ago. Since, by their 

own admission, the law already existed, I see no 

benefit to further modification to the law. At worst, 

this law will cause violence and harm to those who 

these politicians have sworn to serve. 

Lt. Robert Weisskopf is a 30-year veteran of the 

Chicago Police Department. Lt. Weisskopf comes 

from a law enforcement family, including two uncles, 

a nephew, and his father. Weisskopf wears his father’s 

lieutenant’s star. Lt. Weisskopf is a graduate of Lewis 

University with a degree in criminal justice. He 

currently serves as commanding officer of the 

Chicago Police Department’s Alternate Response 

Section which has approximately 200 officers, a unit 

bigger than most police departments in the United 

States. During his decade-long tenure, the unit has 

increased officer response from handling three calls 

per day to 8 calls an hour. He has been a patrol 

officer, a district rapid response sergeant, and a watch 

commander in the 17th District. He spent a year 

detailed to HUD performing public housing narcotics 

investigations. Weisskopf is an expert in collaborative 

leadership and informally mentoring younger officers. 

He enjoys the constant challenge of policing and 

problem solving. He just finished a five-year term as 

President of the Chicago Police Lieutenants 

Association, the collective bargaining organization for 

the Chicago Police Department’s lieutenants and was 

chief negotiator of the current contract. 

http://lawenforcementtoday.com/2012/03/06/state-

senator-would-allow-citizens-to-shoot-cops/ 

 

12-03-06 Cops: Pursued teenager killed himself 

with pistol 

A TEENAGER committed suicide in front of 

police after a brief foot chase through Kensington late 

Sunday, authorities said. 

The 17-year-old boy, whose name was not 

released, was at his house, on Bellmore Street near 

Frankford Avenue, when he got into an argument with 

his aunt about 9:25 p.m., police said. 

During the argument, the teen was handed a gun by 

a friend and he pointed the firearm at his aunt as if he 

was going to shoot her, police said. Instead, the teen 

fired one shot in the air and fled on foot with the gun, 

according to police. His friend followed. 

The teen's aunt called the cops, who spotted the 

boy about 11:40 p.m. 

He took off running and police chased him to 

Potter Street near F. That's where the teen stopped and 

was told by officers to take his hands out of his 

pockets, according to a police spokeswoman. 

He did so, but when he took his right hand out of 

his jacket, he took the black handgun out with it, 

police said. 

He then put it directly to his head and pulled the 

trigger, police said. He was pronounced dead at the 

scene. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/local/20120306

_Cops__Pursued_teenager_killed_himself_with_pisto

l.html 

 

12-03-06 Grandparents and guns: A novel 

public health concern 

Most discussion about the public health 

implications of the aging of America has focused on 

issues related to long-term care, chronic medical 

conditions, and rising health care costs. Now 

researchers at the University of Pennsylvania are 

raising another: gun safety.  

In their commentary this month in the American 

Journal of Public Health, Brian Mertens and Susan 

Sorenson point out that many of the questions that 

have come up about senior citizens and driving — 

such as those relating to memory, cognitive 

impairment, and judgment — apply to firearms, as 

well. 

A mound of evidence tells us that risk of violent 

death increases immediately after the purchase of a 

http://lawenforcementtoday.com/2012/03/06/state-senator-would-allow-citizens-to-shoot-cops/
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handgun — mostly due to suicides and accidents — 

and remains high for at least five years. This risk, 

however, is particularly high among those age 65 and 

older.  

That demographic currently accounts for 13 

percent of the population, the largest in U.S. history, 

and is projected to grow to 20 percent by 2050. Gun 

ownership is also disproportionately high among older 

adults.  

Survey research indicates that 37 percent of people 

65 and older live in a home with a firearm, compared 

with 26 percent of those younger than 30. The authors 

of the commentary article note that many people cite 

protection as a key reason to buy firearms.  

While one might think it makes sense for senior 

citizens, in particular, to arm themselves against 

criminals, the evidence suggests otherwise. According 

to the U.S. Bureau of Justice Statistics, the risk of 

being a victim of robbery, rape, or violent assault is 

substantially lower among the elderly than any other 

age group (2.4 of every 1,000 people age 65 and over 

experience such a crime annually, compared with 

rates of 10.9 per 1,000 for people ages 50-64 and 26.9 

per 1,000 for ages 21-24). 

Nevertheless, the firearm industry has tried to take 

advantage of seniors’ fears and developed guns 

specifically for people with arthritis and mobility 

limitations. The maker of one such weapon tried to 

register it as a medical device in hopes that Medicare 

would pay for it — a proposal that the Food and Drug 

Administration rejected. 

There is no easy solution to the issue of firearm 

safety among older adults. According to Penn’s 

Sorenson, “We need to consider multiple options that 

address multiple aspects. Possibilities include 

reducing access to firearms, especially for the 

cognitively impaired, increasing neighborhood safety 

and household security, and improving health care 

options for those with chronic debilitating illnesses.” 

The Alzheimer’s Association recommends that 

individuals with Alzheimer’s should not handle, or 

have access to, guns. The U.S. Department of 

Veterans Affairs has produced informative materials 

on dementia and firearm safety, as well, indicating 

that it sees the issue as a cause for concern. 

Anyone who has tried to convince an elderly parent 

to stop driving knows how difficult such 

conversations can be. And cars don’t carry the 

emotional, cultural and political power that firearms 

do — especially when the subject is whether or not to 

take away Grandpa’s gun. 

Do you have an older loved one who owns 

firearms? Do you worry about his safety, or the safety 

of others? Have you addressed it? 

http://www.philly.com/philly/health/Grandparents-

and-guns-cause-for-public-health-concern.html 

 

12-03-06 Mayor Nutter's Crackdown on 

Lost/Stolen Guns Comes Under Heavy Fire 

Everything I believe in is right here,” says Kim 

Stolfer over lunch at an Olive Garden not far from his 

home in the outskirts of Pittsburgh. He’s pointing—

not to the Kimber Ultra CDP II .45-caliber semi-

automatic pistol holstered underneath his navy blazer 

(though he believes in that, too), but to his bag resting 

on a chair. It’s stuffed with papers and a laptop 

containing 40GB of data, studies, books and articles 

from the decades-long fight over gun rights in 

Pennsylvania. 

“There is no empirical study that shows that any 

firearm law works to reduce crime,” insists Stolfer, 

who’s been at the forefront of pro-gun causes in the 

state for nearly three decades. 

He also believes in the Constitution. Stolfer, 57, is 

a Vietnam vet who served in the Marines. A shooting 

instructor and recently retired postal worker, Stolfer is 

chairman of Firearms Owners Against Crime, a 

nonpartisan, gun-owner-advocating political action 

committee that a Philadelphia Inquirer columnist once 

said “makes the NRA look like a pack of liberal bed-

wetters.” 

“I thought that was pretty accurate,” Stolfer 

deadpans. On this day, Stolfer’s an amiable guy who 

hardly comes off like a “gun nut” or “bomb-thrower,” 

as some of his enemies on the gun-control side have 

called him. He’s not one of those extremists who 

wants to eliminate all gun laws—he says he fully 

supports “about 70 percent” of the gun laws currently 

on the books in Pennsylvania. And at one point he 

makes a startling admission that flies in the face of the 

usual caricature of the gun owner as slobbering 

worshipper of blue steel and bullets: “I wish guns had 

never been invented,” he says, “because if there were 

no guns, there would be no war, and once you’ve been 

in war ... friends of mine didn’t come home.” 

But there are guns, and there’s a Second 

Amendment, and Stolfer’s dedicated his life to 

upholding it. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/health/Grandparents-and-guns-cause-for-public-health-concern.html
http://www.philly.com/philly/health/Grandparents-and-guns-cause-for-public-health-concern.html


“The Constitution means something to me,” he 

says. “I swore an oath to defend it, and I will. It’s my 

duty to protect the rights of all law-abiding gun 

owners and to ensure they’re not victimized.” 

That’s why he took a lead role in drafting House 

Bill 1523—otherwise known as the “Firearms 

Preemption Enhancement Bill”—sponsored by 

Stolfer’s close friend, gun-rights stalwart (and the 

left’s favorite bogeyman) state Rep. Daryl Metcalfe 

(R-Butler County). 

The bill, co-sponsored by 70 other legislators, was 

designed to counter local ordinances that have 

cropped up in Pennsylvania over the past few years 

that require gun owners to report a lost or stolen 

firearm to the police within a specified time frame or 

face the possibility of fines and/or jail time. The 

ordinances were put in place to crack down on straw 

purchasers—individuals with clean records who 

legally buy firearms, then illegally sell or hand them 

over to felons, juveniles or anyone else barred from 

buying and owning them—who commonly used the 

simple-yet-effective excuse, “Oh, it was stolen ...” 

when crime guns are traced back to them in order to 

evade prosecution. 

Philadelphia was the first city to pass such an 

ordinance when Mayor Nutter signed lost/stolen 

legislation into law in 2008, providing for a $1,900 

fine and up to 90 days in jail for anyone not reporting 

their firearm missing within 24 hours of discovery. 

Twenty-nine other cities, including Pittsburgh, 

Reading and Lancaster, have followed suit, each 

mandating their own time frames and penalties. 

One problem, though: Every one of those laws, 

arguably, is illegal. 

That’s because Pennsylvania has a state firearms 

pre-emption statute that bars local governments from 

enacting such ordinances: “No county, municipality or 

township may in any manner regulate the lawful 

ownership, possession, transfer or transportation of 

firearms, ammunition or ammunition components 

when carried or transported for purposes not 

prohibited by the laws of this Commonwealth.” 

Approved via a bipartisan 19-4 vote in the House 

Judiciary Committee last month and up for 

consideration as soon as next week, HB 1523 would 

allow an individual to sue any city with a lost/stolen 

ordinance—even if that person hasn’t actually been 

prosecuted under the law—and be awarded up to 

triple-damages plus $5,000 from the city. 

The bill would also grant “a membership 

organization ... that is dedicated in whole or in part to 

protecting the legal, civil or constitutional rights of its 

membership”—say, the National Rifle Association, or 

Stolfer’s political action committee, for instance—the 

standing to bring similar legal action and receive 

damages. 

Unless, as the bill states, cities with such lost/stolen 

ordinances rescind them after HB 1523 becomes law. 

Gun-control advocates call it blackmail. 

Stolfer’s got a different opinion. 

“It’s called citizens demanding accountability from 

the government when they disobey the law,” he says. 

“It’s not blackmail.” 

Essentially, the gunfight shapes up like this: 

Opponents of HB 1523—including Mayor Nutter and 

the Philadelphia-based anti-gun-violence organization 

CeaseFirePA—say the bill threatens lost/stolen laws 

that have become effective in convicting straw 

purchasers and getting illegal guns out of the hands of 

killers, and that the pro-gun side is putting the lives of 

citizens at risk over paranoid notions that someone is 

coming to lock them up and take their guns away. 

But Stolfer and other proponents of the bill claim 

that lost/stolen laws do nothing to prevent crime but 

put law-abiding gun owners in jeopardy of unfair 

prosecution, and that the ordinances are really just an 

attempt to advance gun control’s political agenda and 

chip away at the pre-emption statute. They say the 

other side’s strategy isn’t to ban guns outright but to 

make owning one so burdensome and potentially 

costly that people will decide it’s not worth the 

trouble—in essence, a backdoor ban. 

On April 10, 2008, just a few months into his first 

term, Nutter signed into law five local gun-control 

ordinances, including lost/stolen, that were passed by 

City Council. The theory was that straw purchasers 

would no longer be able to use the “It was stolen” 

excuse, that cops could at least charge them with 

something, and maybe the ordinance would act as a 

deterrent. 

Hardly a slam-dunk tactic, but city officials were 

desperate. The year before, 2007, had been especially 

bloody, with 391 homicides on the books. They were 

also motivated in part by the Oct. 2007 slayings of 

armored truck guards (and retired cops) William 

Widmaier and Joseph Alullo, who were gunned down 

in Northeast Philly by career felon Mustafa Ali, 

who’d gotten the handgun used in the killings from a 

straw buyer. 



Meanwhile, the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 

Firearms and Explosives determined in 2000 that 

straw purchases were the source of firearms in nearly 

half of its national gun-trafficking investigations. 

That’s often due to the fact that many criminals prefer 

new guns to the plethora of stolen guns passed around 

frequently in the illicit market—those guns may 

already be linked to other crimes or “have bodies on 

them.” 

Law enforcement insisted straw purchasing was a 

serious problem in Philly, and help wasn’t coming 

from Harrisburg. Some lawmakers introduced bills in 

2007 and 2008 intended to create a state lost/stolen 

law, but scores of Pennsylvania gun owners—backed 

by the NRA, FOAC and other gun groups—

complained that while they were already law-abiding 

citizens responsible enough to report their guns 

missing, to potentially criminalize them for failing to 

do so was not only unfair but an infringement on their 

constitutional right to bear arms. The bills failed, so 

the mayor took it upon himself to act. 

“For too long, cities have waited for Washington or 

Harrisburg to take the lead in the fight for the kind of 

commonsense gun safety measures our citizens want,” 

Nutter said upon signing the five ordinances. “This 

demonstrates what can be achieved when local 

governing bodies and mayors step up to take action on 

gun safety.” 

Incensed, the NRA immediately sued the city. A 

Common Pleas judge struck down two of the 

ordinances—an assault weapons ban and a one-gun-a-

month law—as unconstitutional but let the three 

others, including lost/stolen, stand. The judge ruled 

that because no one had been prosecuted under 

lost/stolen, the ordinance couldn’t be challenged. 

But now, with HB 1523 threatening Philly’s 

lost/stolen law, Nutter has implored congressional 

leadership to oppose the bill. In a letter he sent on 

Feb. 20, Nutter wrote: 

“These local efforts should not be seen as an 

affront to state authority, given that such efforts will 

often survive court challenge, but rather as an 

example of local authorities working in partnership 

with the statutory framework set out by the 

Commonwealth. 

“We recognize that a policy balance must be struck 

between the rights of law-abiding citizens to bear 

arms against the value of sensible, low-impact 

requirements such as reporting lost or stolen weapons, 

which can have a significant impact on the availability 

of unlawful gun use by criminals,” he continued. 

“There simply is no reasonable basis for coercing 

local government away from good faith efforts to 

strike this balance in a measured way.” 

Stolfer sees the scales tipping against gun owners. 

With a law on the books that potentially criminalizes 

legitimate gun owners for failing to report lost or 

stolen firearms, he says, “What’s to stop some gun-

hating prosecutor from specifically targeting gun 

owners down the line, just to send a message?” 

Stolfer lays out the scenario: “The cops come to the 

door. You say, ‘No, sir, I didn’t report it stolen.’ So 

now they arrest you because you were negligent. They 

put you in handcuffs, they go through your whole 

house and take all your other firearms. They might 

have pointed guns at your wife and kids. It hits the 

papers. You might lose your job. Your reputation is 

ruined, even if you’re not charged. Say you are 

charged. Now you’ve got to get an attorney, you know 

what that costs? Now the judge says, ‘This is a 

horrible abuse of the system’ and drops all the 

charges. Now you’ve still got the attorney’s fees. The 

DA has confiscated all your guns and he’s in no hurry 

to give them back. And now they revoke your carry 

permit because you were negligent, or they say you 

violated the ‘character and reputation’ clause.” 

And to Stolfer, this isn’t far-fetched. 

“It can happen and it will happen if laws like this 

that threaten the law-abiders with criminal penalties 

and do nothing to stop violent criminals are allowed to 

stand,” he says. “Most responsible gun owners report 

their guns lost or stolen, but sometimes circumstances 

prevent that, or people suddenly get busy and can’t do 

it within 24 hours, or people don’t trust the authorities 

to do the right thing. There’s no protections for them. 

It’s absolutely unfair.” 

And in case anyone wants to brush off his concerns 

as baseless paranoia, Stolfer says that all one has to do 

is look at the February 2011 incident involving 

Montgomery County gun-rights activist Mark Fiorino. 

PPD officers drew their weapons on Fiorino, who was 

open-carrying his firearm (which is legal) in Northeast 

Philly, and detained him for 40 tense minutes. The 

American Civil Liberties Union filed a federal lawsuit 

against the PPD last month on behalf of Fiorino, 

who’s become a cause celebre for the gun-rights 

crowd that believes law enforcement—and by 

extension the government—has no respect for, or 

belief in, the rights of law-abiding gun owners. 



“The track record is there on laws they have 

abused, as directed by the policymakers,” says Stolfer. 

“It’s not some tin-foil-hat, sky-is-falling nonsense. It 

happens.” 

Stolfer claims that the ordinance is already having 

a chilling effect on gun owners he talks to across the 

state. “A number have mentioned to me that they’re 

thinking about just getting rid of their guns because 

they don’t want to take any chances [with getting 

arrested]. It’s making life miserable for law-abiding 

citizens. That’s what people like Max Nacheman 

want.” 

Nacheman is director of CeaseFirePA. He, too, 

believes in the Constitution. 

“There is no question there’s a Constitutional right 

to bear arms, but that doesn’t mean you can’t have 

certain reasonable limitations on that right,” 

Nacheman says. “They say that I’m trying to ban 

guns—I love getting the emails at all hours of night 

talking about how we’re trying to ban guns. We’re not 

trying to ban guns.” 

But, he says, “A small burden on a law-abiding gun 

owner [to report a firearm lost or stolen], that’s a 

pretty small price to pay if you’re gonna get another 

gun criminal in jail and prevent a homicide.” 

Setting the legal arguments regarding state pre-

emption aside, Nacheman and other lost/stolen 

advocates could make a strong case for opposing HB 

1523 if they can establish that it works; that the 

tangible benefits in combating straw purchasers and 

gun violence outweigh the potential risks to law-

abiding gun owners. 

At first glance, that doesn’t appear to be the case. 

Three-and-a-half years after being implemented, 

not one single person in Philadelphia has been 

prosecuted under the lost/stolen ordinance. In fact, no 

one in the entire state has been prosecuted under 

similar laws. Of course, that’s primarily because of 

the questions surrounding the legitimacy of the 

ordinances and the reticence to send a test case up the 

legal chain and watch a court strike down the law 

entirely. In fact, after Nutter signed the law, then-

District Attorney Lynne Abraham stated that she 

would not enforce the law because it was 

unconstitutional. 

A handful of other states—including New York, 

New Jersey, Ohio and Massachusetts—have 

mandatory state lost/stolen laws, so there are no 

concerns about pre-emption there, yet proponents of 

the laws cite only two cases in the entire country in 

which someone’s been prosecuted under lost/stolen 

(both occurred in Cleveland, once in 1996 and the 

other in 2001). 

The problem is that it remains exceptionally 

difficult to prove because even a mildly savvy straw 

purchaser can still easily wiggle out of any 

interrogation by claiming they didn’t know the 

weapon was lost or stolen. 

“They got smarter,” laments PPD Capt. Fran 

Healy, special advisor to Commissioner Charles 

Ramsey. “Instead of saying, ‘I lost it two years ago,’ 

they’re saying, ‘Oh, I thought it was in my house ...’” 

Another issue: To date, no academic or law-

enforcement studies exist that demonstrate the impact 

of lost/stolen laws on straw purchases. “I don’t know 

anybody who has studied that,” confirms Daniel 

Webster, co-director of the Johns Hopkins Center for 

Gun Policy and Research. 

Add to that the fact that the Pennsylvania Uniform 

Firearms Act already provides serious penalties for 

straw purchasers. According to the act, anyone who 

knowingly sells or otherwise transfers a firearm to 

someone ineligible to possess a firearm commits a 

third-degree felony. Straws can be charged with 

illegal transfer of firearms, and get up to seven years 

in jail. If that’s not going to deter a would-be straw 

purchaser, why would the possibility of violating a 

Philadelphia code ordinance—an arrestable offense, 

but in the grand scheme of things equivalent to only a 

summary offense—make a difference? 

According to several law-enforcement officials, 

there are a couple of compelling reasons. 

The first is the idea that some not-so-bright gun 

traffickers think that they can outsmart the system by 

preemptively reporting firearms as lost or stolen to 

steer attention away from their illicit activities. “Well, 

guess what? You do that two or three times and your 

local law enforcement are gonna get the picture of 

who you are and what you’re doing,” says Healy, 

saying that the red flag spurs police to open an 

investigation. “I can see losing one gun in a year, 

things happen. But four or five or more? Are they 

falling out of your pocket? That’s one of the benefits 

of the law—I’ll be able to identify somebody who’s 

trying to play cute.” 

The second reason—says one high-ranking 

Philadelphia law-enforcement official with extensive 

knowledge of the investigation and prosecution of 

straw purchasers, who spoke to PW on condition of 

anonymity—is that in practice, the ordinance is 



employed more often as a leveraging tool to get a 

confession from the straw, helping to build a case for 

the third-degree felony charge. Perhaps they’ve 

already caught a perp with the firearm and want to 

shut down the source. Or they need information about 

who the straw gave the gun to, particularly if the gun 

in question was recovered at a crime scene, such as a 

homicide, and there are no suspects. 

The source explains that that investigative 

approach has to do with who the straw purchasers 

mostly are. Typically, they’re a girlfriend—or 

sometimes a family member—of the felon, and 

they’ve been sweet-talked, intimidated or outright 

threatened to make the purchase. Often, they’re 

addicts who trade guns for drugs, according to the 

source. When investigators trace the gun back to 

them, they’ll give the “It was stolen months ago” line. 

Without the ordinance, says the source, investigators 

couldn’t do much. But with the ordinance, law 

enforcement can threaten an immediate arrest for 

failure to report the gun stolen. It’s a means to flip a 

suspect, to get them to tell the truth. 

“By their nature they’re all first-time offenders, 

because otherwise they couldn’t buy a gun,” the 

source says. “If this was a hardened criminal they’d 

say, ‘Fuck you, I’ll plead guilty [to the lost/stolen 

ordinance] and be done with it. But to a person that’s 

never been arrested or convicted before, never seen 

the inside of a jail, and maybe been pressured into this 

transaction in the first place, we can say, ‘Hey, we got 

you, you lied.’ They’re scared. And sometimes that’s 

when they’ll admit what they did.” 

Reading Police Chief William Heim, one of the 

state’s most outspoken law-enforcement proponents 

of the lost/stolen ordinances, confirms the tactic. 

“Even if we don’t wind up charging someone with 

the ordinance, a lot of times just having the ability to 

talk to someone about them possibly being charged 

can yield information that might lead to a prosecution 

down the line,” Heim says. 

“Sometimes you detain somebody on a lesser crime 

that we can prove but we know they committed a 

more heinous crime but we can’t get the probable 

cause to go to the next level,” he continues. “If you 

can get them talking ... we solve more crimes from 

people talking than we do from physical evidence.” 

Law enforcement insists it works. According to 

numbers provided by the state Attorney General’s 

Office, as of the last week in February the 

Philadelphia Gun Violence Task Force—a team of 

detectives and prosecutors established in December 

2006 to go after straw purchasers and other gun 

traffickers—have opened 2,099 investigations, seized 

1,521 illegally owned guns, made 677 arrests, and 

have an annual conviction rate consistently over 90 

percent (the conviction rate on illegal transfer or 

illegal possession of firearms was 95 percent in 2011). 

Still, no law-enforcement officials who spoke with 

PW could cite a single case in which the use of the 

lost/stolen ordinance as an investigative tool led to a 

straw purchaser being convicted on an illegal transfer 

of firearms charge. 

Saying he doesn’t want to give away “too many 

investigative tricks of the trade,” Heim notes there’s 

no central database with that data set, or any formal 

studies, it’s just a matter of taking law enforcement’s 

word for it. 

“These ordinances are just a couple of years old so 

you’d have to give it some time until you can see the 

proper analysis,” says Heim. “But certainly, if you 

don’t try this kind of thing and think outside of the 

box, you’re not gonna get any changes [in gun crime]. 

What’s the harm?” 

But that’s not good enough for Stolfer. 

“The premise here is that lost and stolen laws can 

actually stop the straw purchaser—what cases have 

they used this in?” he says. “This has been happening, 

but when they testify before the Legislature they have 

no documentation that they’ve used this in that 

fashion? They’re saying, ‘We’re using it but we can’t 

prove it?’ That doesn’t work for me. Show me.” 

Stolfer allows that if someone can show him proof 

the ordinances work, he might consider supporting a 

compromise that lets lost/stolen stand but works in 

some protections, such as requiring the establishment 

of criminal intent, or the means to hold prosecutors 

criminally and civilly liable if they abuse the law. 

But he’s got a better idea for going after straw 

purchasers, one that doesn’t risk criminalizing law-

abiding gun owners: Strictly enforce the laws already 

on the books—primarily the law against the illegal 

transfer of firearms—against straw purchases. Despite 

the fact that lost/stolen proponents insist they need the 

ordinance to build a case for that charge, Stolfer 

believes that the threat of a maximum seven-year 

sentence—plus good police work that builds a case 

against straw purchasers via fingerprints, time-to-

crime (the time between when the gun was purchased 

and when it was used in a crime), video evidence from 



gun stores, witnesses and other potential evidence—

should be enough to get a confession or conviction. 

And then, he says, nail ’em to the wall with a five-

year mandatory minimum sentence. “No plea bargain, 

no parole, no sob stories,” he says. “That gets around 

town fast. That makes people think twice.” 

Stolfer says mandatory minimums are crucial 

because straw purchasers seem to get off easy. State 

Rep. Metcalfe, HB 1523’s prime sponsor, agrees. 

“When you look at statistics, a lot of the Philadelphia 

judges have been very lax in using the hammer of 

justice on criminals out there,” Metcalfe says from his 

Cranberry Township office. 

The Philadelphia law-enforcement source 

acknowledges that lighter sentences are often the 

norm, but there are good reasons for that. Straws 

typically have clean records. There are often 

mitigating circumstances, especially when it comes to 

female straws who have been intimidated, abused or 

forced to purchase the weapons. And straws are 

frequently offered plea deals if they agree to cooperate 

in identifying the felon they supplied (and testify 

against them in court). Straws typically receive two 

years or less, instead of the possible seven years. 

“I don’t wanna crucify someone who’s been 

traumatized and who has cooperated,” the source says. 

“Most of the people who engage in straw purchases, 

their lives are severely disrupted and they do 

significant time in jail.” 

And calls for mandatory minimum sentences are 

typically met with resistance from myriad groups that 

believe in rehabilitation over incarceration. 

Still, the source says that in terms of a deterrent, 

mandatory minimums for straws would be “an 

overnight game-changer” in combating gun crime. 

Lost/stolen proponents will have an opportunity to 

make their case to skeptical legislators in Harrisburg 

as HB 1523 winds its way through the General 

Assembly. 

“Nobody’s above the law,” says Metcalfe. “Just 

because somebody’s elected mayor of Philadelphia 

doesn’t mean that they can pass ordinances or execute 

policies that conflict with state law.” 

Nacheman is resigned to the notion that 1523 will 

probably pass the House, but he’s optimistic that it 

can die in the Senate. “The senate majority leader 

[Republican Dominic Pileggi] represents Chester and 

the senate minority leader [Democrat Jay Costa] 

represents Pittsburgh, places that have passed lost and 

stolen, and considering the gun violence in those 

places, if they vote for this it would be a travesty,” 

says Nacheman. 

CeaseFirePA clearly has a friend in Sen. Larry 

Farnese (D-Philadelphia), a longtime advocate for 

what he terms “commonsense gun laws.” 

“When [1523] gets here I’m gonna go to the mat 

on this and do everything I possibly can to convince 

people that this legislation is just bad for 

Pennsylvania,” says Farnese. “If you take [lost/stolen] 

away and allow the gun lobby to bully these 

municipalities into throwing the laws away, then 

you’re eradicating law enforcement’s ability to deal 

with the gun epidemic that is just ravaging 

Philadelphia.” 

If the bill makes it to Gov. Corbett’s desk, no one’s 

sure if he’ll sign it. Given his pro-gun track record, 

though, it seems a safe bet. Corbett’s office did not 

respond to requests for comment. 

Nutter’s spokesman Mark McDonald says it’s too 

early to say what the city will do if HB 1523 becomes 

law, but notes that the mayor still believes strongly in 

the lost/stolen ordinance. 

“I think it’s fair to say that we’ll defend what the 

mayor signed,” says McDonald. 

But Stolfer insists his cause is just, and that even 

his biggest foes in Philadelphia may someday come to 

thank him for it. 

“We cannot sacrifice Constitutional freedoms on 

the misdeeds of others,” he says. “We have to do a 

better job finding out what works and applying those 

principles, and not guesswork or theories, and that’s 

what lost or stolen is. I’m not against all gun laws. I’m 

for smart gun laws, and the way I see it, this law is not 

a smart law.” 

Read more: 

http://www.philadelphiaweekly.com/news-and-

opinion/cover-story/Lost-Stolen-Ordinance-House-

Bill-

1523.html?page=2&comments=1&showAll=#ixzz1o

RkuzgAN 

 

Seems this what all government try to do disarm 

the subjects so they can rule over them.   

 

While the Citizens are disarmed for their safety.  

Governments excessively arm & expand its police and 

military to make sure no one can say NO to the 

government.  So the government can safely Rule over 

the disarmed population, tax them into government 

http://www.philadelphiaweekly.com/news-and-opinion/cover-story/Lost-Stolen-Ordinance-House-Bill-1523.html?page=2&comments=1&showAll=#ixzz1oRkuzgAN
http://www.philadelphiaweekly.com/news-and-opinion/cover-story/Lost-Stolen-Ordinance-House-Bill-1523.html?page=2&comments=1&showAll=#ixzz1oRkuzgAN
http://www.philadelphiaweekly.com/news-and-opinion/cover-story/Lost-Stolen-Ordinance-House-Bill-1523.html?page=2&comments=1&showAll=#ixzz1oRkuzgAN
http://www.philadelphiaweekly.com/news-and-opinion/cover-story/Lost-Stolen-Ordinance-House-Bill-1523.html?page=2&comments=1&showAll=#ixzz1oRkuzgAN
http://www.philadelphiaweekly.com/news-and-opinion/cover-story/Lost-Stolen-Ordinance-House-Bill-1523.html?page=2&comments=1&showAll=#ixzz1oRkuzgAN


prosperity, and control their lives from cradle to 

grave.    

Read more: 

http://www.philadelphiaweekly.com/news-and-

opinion/cover-story/Lost-Stolen-Ordinance-House-

Bill-1523.html#ixzz1oR5Sbplf 

 

12-03-05 Federal judge rules Maryland gun 

permit law unconstitutional 

BALTIMORE – A federal judge has ruled that 

Maryland's handgun permit law is unconstitutional.  

In an opinion filed Monday, U.S. District Judge 

Benson Everett Legg says a requirement that residents 

show a "good and substantial reason" to carry a 

handgun infringes their Second Amendment right to 

bear arms. He says it isn't sufficiently tailored to the 

state's public safety interests.  

Plaintiff Raymond Woollard was denied a renewal 

of his permit in 2009 because he could not show he 

had been subject to "threats occurring beyond his 

residence." Woollard obtained the permit after 

fighting with an intruder in his Hampstead home in 

2002.  

The lawsuit, which names the state police 

superintendent and members of the Handgun Permit 

Review Board, was also filed on behalf of the 

Bellevue, Wash.-based Second Amendment 

Foundation.  

http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2012/03/05/feder

al-judge-rules-maryland-gun-permit-law-

unconstitutional/#ixzz1oHPwza2k 

 

12-03-03 NH Grandfather Arrested For 

Reckless Conduct After Holding Burglar At 

Gunpoint 

In New Hampshire a Grandfather is facing possible 

prison time for firing a shot into the ground when he 

came home to a burglar who had looted his house 

while his grandchildren were home and the house of 

his neighbor. 

Dennis Flemming age 61 arrived home Saturday 

and found Joseph Hebert climbing around his 

neighbors house. He fired a warning shot at Fleming 

and yelled “Freeze!” before holding Hebert while 

waiting for the police to arrive. 

When the police arrived to arrest Hebert instead of 

thanking Dennis for protecting his grandchildren and 

acting as any responsible citizen should they arrested 

him on a charge of reckless conduct. 

He told Fox News: I didn’t think I could handle 

this guy physically, so I fired into the ground. He 

stopped. He knew I was serious. I was angry … and I 

was worried that this guy was going to come after me. 

police also seized Fleming’s collection of firearms 

including seven rifles and a .38-caliber handgun 

Fleming did what was required of him to protect 

his family and detain the criminal. Hebert proved he 

was a clear danger to any law abiding citizens safety 

when he broke-and-entered into TWO adjacent 

houses. 

We should have the right to protect ourselves and 

our property, what do we need the police for if they 

arrest us for acting reasonably? Penny Dean of Gun 

Owners of New Hampshire says, “The fact that this 

man would be charged is an outrage. Burglars in New 

Hampshire must know it’s open season, since 

homeowners cannot defend themselves, as evidenced 

by this case. This is charging the victim.” 

What kind of age are we living in when citizens 

can not defend themselves from the criminal elements 

in our society? We come together and surrender 

certain rights to our government in exchange for their 

protection, not their tyranny. 

http://www.mrconservative.com/2012/03/2529-

grandfather-arrested-burglar/ 

 

12-03-02 Obama proposes cutting funding for 

arming pilots 

Are passengers safer because airline pilots can 

carry guns in the cockpit to ward off would-be 

hijackers? 

Since the Homeland Security Act of 2002, 

thousands of U.S. commercial pilots have been toting 

guns as an additional layer of protection in the skies 

after the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks. 

Now the Obama administration wants to cut 

funding by half for a program that trains pilots, 

officially known as federal flight deck officers, to 

keep firearms handy and use lethal force to defend 

against air piracy. 

President Obama's budget for the coming year, 

released last month, proposes $12.5 million for the 

federal flight deck officer and flight crew training 

program, down from $25 million this year. 

The White House budget also calls for a $36.5 

million cut in the Federal Air Marshal Service, 

although $929.6 million would remain in that 

program. 

http://www.philadelphiaweekly.com/news-and-opinion/cover-story/Lost-Stolen-Ordinance-House-Bill-1523.html#ixzz1oR5Sbplf
http://www.philadelphiaweekly.com/news-and-opinion/cover-story/Lost-Stolen-Ordinance-House-Bill-1523.html#ixzz1oR5Sbplf
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http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2012/03/05/federal-judge-rules-maryland-gun-permit-law-unconstitutional/#ixzz1oHPwza2k
http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2012/03/05/federal-judge-rules-maryland-gun-permit-law-unconstitutional/#ixzz1oHPwza2k
http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2012/03/05/federal-judge-rules-maryland-gun-permit-law-unconstitutional/#ixzz1oHPwza2k
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In an environment of overall budget tightening, the 

administration proposes that the TSA spend $7.6 

billion in 2013, a cut of $197 million. 

The money used to train pilots to carry guns is 

needed for higher "potential security benefits," 

Transportation Security Administrator John Pistole 

told a House appropriations subcommittee this week. 

Over the last decade, aviation security measures, 

including the screening of all passengers and their 

carry-on bags, and reinforced cockpit doors on 

aircraft, "have greatly lowered the risk of 

unauthorized cockpit access," Pistole said. 

The cuts have been criticized by labor unions 

representing airline pilots, who say that the flight deck 

officer program is cost-efficient because pilots 

volunteer their time and that any budget reduction 

could lead to the program's demise. 

"Cutting more than half the funding is going to 

have a pretty dramatic and negative consequence," 

said Capt. Sean Cassidy, first vice president of the Air 

Line Pilots Association, which represents 53,000 

pilots in the United States and Canada. 

"We are also displeased that they are cutting back 

the Air Marshal Service. These are highly 

experienced, qualified individuals who in tandem with 

the flight deck officers enhance the security of our 

skies." 

Capt. James Ray, spokesman for the U.S. Airline 

Pilots Association, which represents 5,200 US 

Airways Group pilots, said: "We hope we never need 

to use our weapons. But if that cockpit door is ever 

breached, and there are terrorists on board, that could 

be the difference in that airplane being taken over and 

used as a weapon of mass destruction or not." 

Ray said pilots receive "intensive" training for 

eight days, and "recurrent" training every six months. 

"A lot of pilots feel a necessity to do this. They 

don't receive a dime," Ray said. "It costs them money 

in time, hotels, and meals." 

Since 2002, pilot volunteers have been trained - the 

number is classified because of security concerns - at 

a federal complex in New Mexico. They carry 

government-issued pistols. 

A TSA spokesman in 2009 said there were 12,000 

federal flight deck officers, and the program was 

expanding. 

Airlines have not said much recently about the 

program run by the Federal Air Marshal Service, an 

arm of the TSA. 

"A multilayered approach remains the best strategy 

to protect our passengers and crews as part of a larger 

risk-based strategy that focuses on greatest threats," 

Airlines for America, which represents airlines, said 

in a statement Thursday. 

Before pilots were allowed to carry guns in 

cockpits, the group - then the Air Transport 

Association - expressed concern about arming pilots, 

saying there were too many unanswered questions, 

such as the results of a misfired gun on pressurized 

aircraft. 

"While we are spending literally billions of dollars 

to keep dangerous weapons off of aircraft, the idea of 

intentionally introducing thousands of deadly 

weapons into the system appears to be dangerously 

counterproductive," 21 airline CEOs said in a letter to 

Congress in 2002. 

Although there have been no reports of pilots 

drawing their weapons on passengers, on March 24, 

2008, a gun belonging to a pilot on a US Airways 

flight from Denver to Charlotte, N.C., accidentally 

went off as the plane was on approach to land. 

No one was injured, and the plane landed safely. 

The pilot said the gun went off while he was trying to 

stow it in the cockpit. The bullet tore a small hole in 

the exterior of the plane. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/insights/in_money/20

120302_Obama_proposes_cutting_finding_to_arm_pi

lots.html 

 

12-03-02 Former Clarendon Hills cop admits 

taking guns from turn-in program 

A former Clarendon Hills police officer charged 

with stealing four guns collected during a turn-in 

program was sentenced to two years probation Friday 

after pleading guilty to felony official misconduct. 

As part of a plea deal, DuPage County prosecutors 

agreed to dismiss theft charges against 49-year-old 

Daniel M. Ryan, a 20-year police veteran. 

Ryan sold the handguns, which were awaiting 

disposal after being turned in to the police department, 

authorities said.  

“He’s remorseful,” defense attorney Jeff Kendall 

said after the sentencing. 

Ryan had been with aggravated possession of a 

stolen firearm, unlawful possession of a stolen 

firearm, theft and official misconduct. He resigned 

from the department on April 22, 2011. 

In February 2011, after receiving an anonymous 

tip, the DuPage County State’s Attorney’s Office and 
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FBI launched an investigation into the disappearance 

of guns from the Clarendon Hills police department’s 

evidence room. 

In all, Ryan was accused of stealing five weapons, 

all in 2007: an Ithaca M1911 A1 World War II U.S. 

Army .45-caliber gun; a .22-caliber Short Butler; a 

Smith & Wesson .38-caliber Airlight Special; a 

Mossberg 590 12-gauge shotgun; and a Connecticut 

Valley Bobcat .50-caliber gun. 

http://clarendonhills.suntimes.com/news/11013415

-418/former-clarendon-hills-cop-admits-taking-guns-

from-turn-in-program.html  

 

 

The right of the citizens to keep and bear arms in defense of themselves and the state shall not be 

questioned. PA Constitution -- Article I, Section 21, Declaration of Rights 

 

A well-regulated militia, being necessary to the security of a free state, the right of the people to keep 

and bear arms, shall not be infringed. U.S. Constitution -- Amendment II 
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