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Founding Fathers: 

"My ardent desire is, and my aim has been ... to comply strictly with all our engagements foreign and domestic; but to keep the 

United States free from political connections with every other country. To see that they may be independent of all, and under the 

influence of none. In a word, I want an American character, that the powers of Europe may be convinced we act for ourselves and not 

for others; this, in my judgment, is the only way to be respected abroad and happy at home."--George Washington, letter to Patrick 

Henry, 1775 
 

 
 
 

Gangster Government and Your 

Guns 
by Matthew Bracken 

Author of "Enemies Foreign and Domestic" 

 

* * 1 * * 

For over a year now, the 

Department of Justice has 

been stone-walling the House 

committees investigating 

Operation Fast And Furious, 

wherein thousands of semi-

automatic rifles ("assault 

rifles" in the liberal lexicon) were deliberately allowed 

to "walk" into Mexico, straight into the hands of drug 

cartel killers. One of those weapons was used to 

murder Border Patrol Agent Brian Terry a dozen 

miles inside of U.S. territory. 

The actual killer is believed to be an FBI 

"informant." In other words, a cartel assassin in his 

own right, but also a valuable "asset" in the FBI's 

consideration. The FBI and DOJ have been shielding 

this killer, while obstructing the delivery of justice to 

the Brian Terry family. On the other side of the 

border, ICE Agent Jaime Zapata was also murdered 

with a "gun-walked" weapon, along with over three-

hundred innocent Mexican citizens as of this date. 

And where is the elite Mainstream Media in its 

coverage of this festering scandal of such epic 

proportions? Over the past year they have dedicated 

scant minutes to the scandal, and then, usually to 

parrot the Obama administration's lies and 

obfuscations. Just during one recent week, the elite 

media spent countless hours covering the death and 

funeral of a beloved celebrity drug addict, compared 

to the few minutes they have spent covering Operation 

Fast And Furious during all of the last year. 

Under Operation Fast And Furious, and related 

DOJ-ATF gun-walking schemes in at least five states, 

there was no plan or means to track the weapons after 

their sale. Licensed gun dealers were coerced by the 

BATFE into making repeated bulk sales, even when 

they expressed grave concern about the persons 

buying the weapons, including known felons. Federal 

cash was provided to the straw purchasers when they 

did not have their own money.  

As conceived and carried out, the intended purpose 

of Operation Fast and Furious was to rack up a bloody 

body count in Mexico, in order to discredit the Right 

to Keep and Bear Arms as 

spelled out in the Second 

Amendment of the 

Constitution. The 

murdered Mexicans were 

intended to buttress the 

false claim that ninety 

percent of the weapons recovered in Mexico after 

gangland shootings came from American gun dealers.  

In short, the Obama administration conducted a 

program of mass murder for political purposes. Or, as 

President Obama put it to Sarah Brady, he was still 

pursuing a gun control agenda, but "under the radar." 

It is hard to conceive of a federal "law enforcement 

operation" [sic] more evil from top to bottom than 

Operation Fast And Furious.  
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* * 2 * * 

By comparison, consider the Watergate scandal, 

which at the time was generally called "a third-rate 

burglary." I was a teenage construction worker the 

summer of 1973 when the Senate 

Hearings took place. Out on the 

construction sites, you could hear 

radios playing the hearings all 

through the day. The radio and 

television networks suspended 

normal programming in that pre-

cable era to bombard America with 

gavel-to-gavel coverage of the Watergate hearings.  

We all know the result of that non-stop media 

focus: President Nixon soon resigned in disgrace to 

avoid impeachment, and U.S. Attorney General John 

Mitchell was sent to prison. And all over a bungled 

political burglary, where nobody was killed or even 

hurt. 

But imagine for a moment if President Nixon's 

men, when called before the committees investigating 

the Watergate scandal, had provided less than twenty 

percent of subpoenaed documents after a full year of 

ignoring requests and congressional pleadings. Then 

further imagine that among the twenty percent of the 

documents that were provided to Congress, hundreds 

of pages were "fully redacted," or completely blacked 

out. Black paper, by the ream. 

In diplo-speak, this is leaning across the witness 

table toward the congressional investigators, giving 

them two middle fingers and a hearty, "F--- you, you 

punks, what are you going to do about it?" 

Then imagine if the New York Times, the 

Washington Post and the television networks never 

mentioned Watergate or the 

hearings, except rarely, and then 

only to refer to the congressional 

investigators as partisan hacks on 

witch-hunts, simply bent on 

destroying the nation's beloved 

President Nixon and stopping his 

good works. In this alternate 

reality, Woodward and Bernstein never got a 

Watergate by-line, but instead they were sent to cover 

the new "ecology" movement and Earth Day.  

Reverse the party polarity, jump ahead four 

decades to today, and that is the current sad state of 

American reality. Gangsters rule the federal 

government; the Operation Fast And Furious 

congressional investigators are ineffectual, toothless 

buffoons, and their spineless congressional leaders 

even balk at further investigation of the deadly 

scandal.  

In the modern case of Operation Fast and Furious, 

hundreds of Mexicans were murdered as a necessary 

pre-condition for a desired political outcome, the 

undercutting of Second Amendment rights in 

America. From the outset, the administration's goal 

was to bury our Right to Keep and Bear Arms beneath 

a growing mountain of Mexican corpses. The innocent 

murdered Mexicans were not collateral damage of 

Operation Fast and Furious, they were the intended 

targets from the start.  

Murdergate, plain and simple.  

Dear readers, it does not get more evil than that. 

Attorney General Holder and his lieutenants have 

repeatedly lied and are repeatedly caught lying, so 

they make up more lies, bald-face lies, contradicted by 

email records and their own words. But no charges of 

perjury ensue from Congress, only more extensions of 

meaningless deadlines to produce the subpoenaed 

documents and all of the witnesses who have been 

called to testify, but who have simply refused to 

appear.  

Two middle fingers, and a hearty "F--- you."  

 

MAINSTREAM MEDIA'S BLATANT 

TRICKERY 

 

And not only does the elite 

Mainstream Media ignore the 

story, thereby shielding the Obama 

administration from answering for 

Operation Fast and Furious or 

many other administration 

scandals, they actually take an 

active role in promulgating the 

latest messages put out by the Obama White House. 

One recent blatant example will suffice. Most viewers 

were bewildered at the Republican primary debate in 

New Hampshire on January 7, when moderator 

George Stephanopoulos of ABC News asked, and 

continued to ask, seemingly off-topic questions about 

the candidates' views on, of all possible subjects, birth 

control.  

We now understand that current White House War 

Room "General" Valerie Jarrett has been conducting 

weekly planning meetings with representatives from 

the hard-left Media Matters, for the purpose of 



delivering the latest administration "talking points" 

and strategic memes to their cooperating friends in the 

elite media and thereby to the public at large. Then lo 

and behold, the original Clinton White House War 

Room "General" George Stephanopoulos just 

happened to pick debate questions not about 

Operation Fast And Furious, but, of all things, the 

birth control meme that the Obama 

White House wanted to float, as a 

diversion from discussing the 

perilous state of the economy. And 

wildly successful it has been, this 

meme-making machine, at keeping 

the Republican candidates off-

message and off-balance.  

A horribly biased media that 

will not even investigate Operation 

Fast And Furious will certainly not 

investigate this grossly transparent 

act of political prostitution by 

"journalist" George 

Stephanopoulos. In graphic terms, 

this was not merely discreet 

political sex for a quiet off-camera 

payoff; this was naked, grunting copulation at high 

noon, on the public square. Even so, today almost 

nobody will say aloud what needs to be said: George 

Stephanopoulos has now proven himself a political 

whore of the lowest stripe, but even worse than that, 

he has shown himself to be a serving member in good 

standing of Gangster Government, Inc. And his 

colleagues in the elite liberal media establishment are 

fine with that, because they are also complicit, either 

knowingly or unknowingly. 

George Stephanopoulos does the political bidding 

of Valerie Jarrett and Media Matters, making him a 

willing stooge and a critical cog in Gangster 

Government, Inc., thereby disgracing both his family 

name and the occupation of journalist. He will go 

down in history as a dishonorable scoundrel, who put 

his shared liberal political agendas ahead of any bare 

pretense at making an honest search for the truth 

concerning deadly scandals such as Operation Fast 

and Furious, which by objective measures is the worst 

political scandal of the modern era. 

 

* * 3 * * 

Let's return to Watergate. When the 

activities of the Nixon White House 

"Plumbers" became known, a vigorous 

media examination provided the clean water and 

bleach to quickly disinfect the mess and restore the 

integrity of government institutions. Officials as high 

as the U.S. Attorney General went to prison, and 

President Nixon was forced from office in abject 

disgrace. 

However, nothing like that happens today, under 

the willfully averted gaze of "state-controlled media." 

Operation Fast and Furious, a scandal that is 

demonstrably orders of magnitude worse than 

Watergate, gets a complete pass. The MSM is too 

busy covering the latest celebrity escapades to be 

bothered with mere mass-murder, carried out as an 

intended part of a federal "law enforcement operation" 

[sic] at the Obama administration's direction. 

Why spend so much time on this comparison 

between the Watergate scandal and Operation Fast 

and Furious? Because it is the Rosetta stone for 

understanding how Obama's Gangster Government 

came creeping in, bent on turning the United States 

into a socialist total control grid, where vestigial 

scraps of American freedom will be doled out by the 

State to obedient subjects. When a Gangster 

Government is not opposed by an honest media or the 

threat of meaningful congressional hearings, it is 

emboldened and it advances. This is the outcome of 

President Obama's new policy of ruling by executive 

decree, and his repeatedly stating that, "If the 

Congress won't act, I will." 

"So what?" you may ask. "We live in a corrupt age, 

so we have a corrupt government. And not for the 

first, or the last time." 

No, I'm sorry, but this is not the same as anything 

seen before. Hold on to the example of Watergate: a 

third-rate political burglary, under a constant media 

spotlight, leading to the end of a presidency, and an 

attorney general in prison. Compare that to Operation 

Fast And Furious: a covert policy of mass murder for 

political benefit, followed by feeble congressional 

investigations, with exactly zero elite media interest. 

It is an objective metric to compare Watergate to 

Murdergate. The current lack of accountability leaves 

the Obama administration emboldened to move 

further away from adherence to the Constitutional 

limitations they swore to uphold. 

"If the Congress won't act, I will," may be 

translated into standard English as, "To hell with the 

Constitution, I am in charge, and nobody can stop 

me."  

This is Gangster Government, Inc. 



 

NOTE: This is a shortened version of a terrifically 

insightful essay that writer Matthew Bracken recently 

released. Please go HERE to read the entire, unedited 

piece if you so wish. The author has given JPFO 

permission to re-print this version.  

Again, you MUST read this article and spread it 

far and wide. The American gun owner will be the 

tipping point in the most important election or our 

lifetimes. JPFO can't tell you who to vote for ... but 

we can certainly ask you to vote against this naked 

evil. 

Over and over we tell you: Use JPFO's "intellectual 

ammunition" whenever and wherever you can. Do it! 

Now! Learn how to explain "Fast and Furious" to 

anyone who will listen. The repulsive cover-up of this 

immense and horrific scandal must end. 

(Support Matt Bracken. He's a great advocate for 

us. Download his book "Enemies Foreign and 

Domestic". See his website.) 

 

NY Post story shows inconsistent 

enforcement of Big Apple gun laws 
By Dave Workman, Senior Editor 

Enforcement of New York gun laws is more than 

inconsistent, it might even be called insane, as details 

have emerged in the case of a former Marine from 

Indiana who was arrested at the Empire State Building 

after voluntarily noting that he was carrying a pistol 

that he believed was legal. 

According to the New York Post, Ryan Jerome 

researched New York gun laws before traveling from 

his home in Indiana. He mistakenly concluded that his 

Indiana gun permit was recognized in New York, 

when in reality, a New York license is honored in 

Indiana. The error left Jerome facing felony charges, 

which have now been reduced to a misdemeanor in an 

offer from prosecutors. 

But Jerome’s attorney, Mark A. Bederow, has fired 

off an eight-page letter to Assistant District Attorney 

Joseph Davis that reveals amazing inconsistencies in 

how the gun laws are enforced, and it appears known 

criminals get more breaks. The Post provided a copy 

of the letter here. 

Bederow detailed several cases, including two that 

involved people with clear criminal intent, and 

compared them to his client’s situation. 

The Jerome case is not the only recent high-profile 

situation that has exposed New York gun laws to 

scrutiny and ridicule. In an earlier incident, a 

Tennessee woman was arrested and also faced a 

felony charge for trying to check her pistol, for which 

she had a license to carry in her home state, at the 

Ground Zero memorial. In that case, Alan Gottlieb, 

executive vice president of the Second Amendment 

Foundation, went after New York Mayor Michael 

Bloomberg, who had erroneously stated during a press 

conference that the woman, Meredith Graves, had 

cocaine in her possession at the time she was arrested. 

The substance turned out to be headache medicine. 

“What is the difference between a New York street 

thug stealing a lady’s purse,” Gottlieb asked at the 

time, “and Bloomberg, who publicly stole Ms. 

Graves’ reputation?” 

“Any politician that would get up in front of a 

microphone and outright lie to the media about an 

innocent victim of his Draconian firearms policies is 

unworthy of holding public office,” Gottlieb added. 

Meanwhile, Jerome, who is trying to set up a 

business involving gold and jewelry, is a third-

generation Marine Corps veteran with no criminal 

history until his arrest in New York City. A former 

security guard with some advanced firearms training, 

he is the son of a one-time police officer. 

When the New York Post profiled his case, the 

newspaper noted that “Getting prosecuted under New 

York’s gun laws is a nonsensical crapshoot, where 

gangsters get their cases expunged and thugs can turn 

in illegal weapons for $200 – but a weapon that’s 

legally registered elsewhere can brand a citizen as a 

criminal for life.” 

While prosecutors have reportedly offered Jerome 

the misdemeanor deal, “in recognition of the special 

circumstances of his case,” that is simply not good 

enough for attorney Bederow, the newspaper noted. 

Bederow suggested that “…requiring Ryan to either 

plead guilty to a misdemeanor, bear the burdens of a 

lifetime criminal record, perform ten days of 

community service and pay a $1,000 fine or face the 

grim prospect of an indictment and state prison is 

unwarranted.” 

Bederow instead wants the prosecutor to 

“reconsider” his position and consider dismissing the 

case against Jerome. 

One case against which the Jerome case is 

compared is People v. Afrika Owes. According to 

attorney Bederow, Owes was carrying at least two 

illegal firearms “in furtherance of a street gang’s 

criminal activity.” She was arrested but prosecutors 
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have decided to charge her as a youthful offender, so 

there will be no criminal record as an adult. 

“Thus,” Bederow observed, “Owes, who 

intentionally committed criminal acts which could 

have resulted in harm to innocent people, will be 

mercifully spared the negative consequences of a 

criminal conviction, while your offer requires that 

Ryan be brandished (sic) a criminal despite his lack of 

criminal intent and the fact that he never endangered 

anyone’s safety.” 

Then there was a case involving someone whose 

name was redacted for privacy reasons, who was not 

prosecuted, despite the fact that he allegedly “told an 

individual on a Manhattan college campus that he was 

armed.” That’s not all, the letter revealed. This 

individual threatened to shoot someone in the head. 

Cops executed a search warrant, found a loaded .45-

caliber pistol in the suspect’s closet, but ultimately the 

case was dismissed and sealed. The GunMag 

March/2012 

 

FBI report finds crime dip in first 

half of 2011 
by Joseph P. Tartaro, Executive Editor 

The FBI’s Preliminary Semiannual 

Uniform Crime Report (UCR) issued 

in December indicates that the 

number of violent crimes reported in 

the first six months of 2011 declined 

6.4% when compared with figures 

from the first six months of 2010, continuing a multi-

year downward trend in major crimes. 

The number of property crimes decreased 3.7% for 

the same time frame in 2010. 

The report is based on information from more than 

12,500 law enforcement agencies that submitted three 

to six comparable months of data to the FBI in the 

first six months of both years. 

The downward spiral in crime has continued even 

though the rate of joblessness has continued and the 

number of firearms in private possession has 

increased, two factors often cited as contributing to 

the US crime rate by some commentators. Clearly, the 

data show that neither the economy nor the number of 

guns is a major cause of crime. 

All four offenses in the violent crime category—

murder and non-negligent homicide, forcible rape, 

robbery, and aggravated assault—decreased when 

data from the first six months of 2011 and the first six 

months of 2010 were compared. The number of 

murders declined 5.7%, and the number of rapes 

decreased 5.1%. Robbery declined 7.7%, and 

aggravated assault decreased 5.9% (See the FBI chart 

on this page). 

Law enforcement agencies in all six city population 

groups reported decreases in violent crime. Cities with 

populations of 50,000 to 99,999 inhabitants recorded 

the largest decrease in violent crime at 7.2%. Violent 

crime also declined in metropolitan counties (7.6%) 

and in non-metropolitan counties (6.4%). 

Violent crime declined in each of the nation’s four 

regions. The largest decrease (9.7%) was in the 

Midwest, followed by 6.6% in the West, 5.8% in the 

South, and 3.6% in the Northeast. 

The FBI’s semi-annual reported showed that all 

three categories of property crime—burglary, larceny-

theft, and motor vehicle theft—showed declines in the 

number of offenses from January to June 2011 when 

compared with data for the same months of 2010. The 

number of burglary offenses declined 2.2%, larceny-

theft dropped 4.0%, and motor vehicle theft fell 5.0%. 

Each of the six city population groups had 

decreases in the number of property crimes. Law 

enforcement agencies in cities with populations of 

100,000 to 249,999 inhabitants reported the largest 

drop, 5.1%. Property crime in metropolitan counties 

declined 3.2%; property crime in non-metropolitan 

counties decreased 0.5%. 

Each region reported declines in the number of 

property crime: 4.4% in the Midwest, 4.0% in the 

West, 3.8% in the Northeast, and 3.0% in the South. 

In the Uniform Crime Reporting program, arson 

offenses are collected separately from other property 

crimes. The number of arson offenses declined 8.6% 

in the first six months of 2011 when compared with 

figures from the first six months of 2010. All four 

regions reported decreases in the number of arsons—

14.5% in the Northeast, 8.8% in the Midwest, 7.8% in 

the West, and 7.0% in the South. The number of 

arsons also fell in all population groups. The largest 

decrease, 13.5%, was reported in cities with 100,000 

to 249,999 inhabitants. 

The falling crime rates have been continuing for at 

last the last five years and the semi-annual UCR 

report for the first half of 2011 suggests that the trend 

might continue throughout the last year after all data 

is collected and processed. 

On the no-so-bright side of related reports, the 

National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial Fund 

http://www.thegunmag.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/FBI.png
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reported that 173 officers died in the line of duty in 

2011, up 13% from 153 the year before. 

The nonprofit group that tracks police deaths also 

reported that 68 federal, state and local officers were 

killed by gunfire in 2011, a 15% jump from last year 

when 59 were killed. The GunMag March/2012 

 

LEGAL UPDATE: 

SAF scores huge 2A 

win in Maryland 

CCW case 
By Dave Workman, Senior 

Editor 

A federal court judge in Maryland has ruled that 

the state’s concealed carry permit requirement that 

citizens show “good and substantial reason” for 

getting a permit is unconstitutional. 

The ruling, from Judge Benson Everett Legg, set 

off tremors throughout the gun prohibition movement, 

because his ruling, among other things, noted, “The 

Court finds that the right to bear arms is not limited to 

the home.” 

This refutes a claim by gun control advocates and 

even some lower court federal judges that the Second 

Amendment right to keep and bear arms is limited to 

the confines of one’s home. 

The case, brought by the Second Amendment 

Foundation with support from Maryland Shall Issue, 

is another victory for the same group that brought 

McDonald v. City of Chicago to the U.S. Supreme 

Court in 2010. SAF founder and Executive Vice 

President Alan Gottlieb told TGM, “The federal 

district court has carefully spelled out the obvious, 

that the Second Amendment does not stop at one’s 

doorstep, but protects us wherever we have a right to 

be.” 

The case involved Maryland resident Raymond 

Woollard, whose application to renew his handgun 

carry permit was arbitrarily turned down by Maryland 

officials, even though he had already been issued a 

permit following a confrontation in his home. 

Woollard had been attacked by a man who went to 

prison for the offense, Kris Lee Abbott. Woollard 

aimed a shotgun at Abbott, who wrestled it away, but 

let go when Woollard’s son aimed a second gun at 

him. 

The confrontation lasted for some 2 ½ hours while 

Maryland police tried to find the Woollard residence. 

Judge Legg included that detail in his ruling. 

After Abbott man was released from prison, he 

moved to within three miles of Woollard’s home. 

Woollard was stunned that his renewal application 

was rejected on the grounds that he could not show a 

“good and substantial” need. Judge Legg shot that 

down, noting, “A citizen may not be required to offer 

a good and substantial reason why he should be 

permitted to exercise his rights. The right‘s existence 

is all the reason he needs.” 

Judge Legg’s ruling could pave the way for further 

Second Amendment challenges of state and local gun 

laws, in states such as New Jersey, New York and 

California, where issuing agencies or officials still 

exercise a considerable amount of discretion in the 

issuance of carry permits. 

Gottlieb gave ample credit to Virginia attorney 

Alan Gura, who argued both the Heller and McDonald 

Second Amendment cases before the U.S. Supreme 

Court. The latter case was a SAF undertaking, which 

overturned the Chicago handgun ban and incorporated 

the Second Amendment to the states. 

The 23-page ruling will likely be appealed, 

Gottlieb acknowledged, but that may not be a bad 

thing because eventually the case could go before the 

Supreme Court, leading to a high court ruling that 

further expands on the Second Amendment. 

Judge Legg also seriously damaged the continuing 

contention by gun prohibitionists and even some other 

federal judges that both the Heller and McDonald 

rulings have limited the right to keep and bear arms to 

the confines of one’s home. 

In a single sentence, he demolished that contention: 

“In addition to self-defense, the (Second Amendment) 

right was also understood to allow for militia 

membership and hunting. To secure these rights, the 

Second Amendment‘s protections must extend beyond 

the home: neither hunting nor militia training is a 

household activity, and ‘self-defense has to take place 

wherever [a] person happens to be’.” 

Judge Legg, who was appointed to the Maryland 

District Court in 1991 by then-president George H.W. 

Bush, served as chief judge up to 2010, according to a 

biography on Wikipedia. 

“Those who drafted and ratified the Second 

Amendment surely knew that the right they were 

enshrining carried a risk of misuse,” Judge Legg 

wrote, “and states have considerable latitude to 

channel the exercise of the right in ways that will 

minimize that risk. States may not, however, seek to 

reduce the danger by means of widespread curtailment 
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of the right itself. [E]ven the most legitimate goal may 

not be advanced in a constitutionally impermissible 

manner.” The GunMag March/2012 

 

San Francisco sheriff’s dilemma 

involves anti-gun hypocrisy 
When San Francisco County Sheriff Ross 

Mirkarimi was recently charged in connection with 

alleged domestic violence, the former San Francisco 

Board of Supervisors member was revealed to be 

something of a hypocrite. 

While serving on the supervisory board, Mirkarimi 

was an ardent anti-gunner. After charges were filed 

against him, Mirkarimi had to surrender three 

handguns that he owned; a Smith & Wesson revolver 

and a pair of semi-autos, one a Beretta and the other a 

Sig Sauer. 

This raised some eyebrows with the San Francisco 

Examiner and the Citizens Committee for the Right to 

Keep and Bear Arms. CCRKBA Chairman Alan 

Gottlieb noted that Mirkarimi, who had only recently 

taken office as sheriff, should step down. 

“Mirkarimi’s case presents a massive irony,” 

Gottlieb noted. “Here’s a man who has supported 

restrictive gun control measures while on the Board of 

Supervisors, and yet he had three handguns. 

He just was elected sheriff, and now he’s accused 

of a crime that, if he is convicted, could cost him his 

gun rights for the rest of his life under federal law.” 

The case presented a dilemma because it brought 

focus on a domestic violence statute requirement that 

essentially treats someone as guilty until proven 

innocent by forcing DV suspects to surrender their 

firearms before they have been convicted of any crime 

in court. 

“Hardly would we advocate allowing someone 

who has abused a spouse or domestic partner to be 

armed,” Gottlieb stated, “but our justice system isn’t 

supposed to penalize someone until after they’ve been 

found guilty.” What other law allows the state to 

deprive someone of constitutional rights—in this case, 

the right to keep and bear arms—before they are 

convicted of a crime, he wondered in a statement to 

the press. 

“Perhaps Mirkarimi’s biggest problem is that he is 

now exposed as a double-standard elitist,” Gottlieb 

said. “Someone who has been legally disarmed over a 

criminal charge should not be permitted to serve as a 

chief law enforcement officer. Someone like 

Mirkarimi, who has done whatever he could to 

discourage others from owning firearms, should admit 

his world-class hypocrisy and walk away from the 

public arena.” The GunMag March/2012 

 

Chicago Pays SAF’s $400,000 Legal 

Bill for Supreme Court 
It bears Rahm 

Emanuel’s signature and 

a six-figure amount that 

underscores the price of 

liberty, according to the 

Second Amendment 

Foundation (SAF). 

It’s a check for $399,950 sent to SAF by the City 

of Chicago as reimbursement for expenses the gun 

rights organization racked up when it successfully 

took the city to court in the landmark McDonald v. 

City of Chicago lawsuit. 

Decided by the Supreme Court in June 2010, that 

case led to the incorporation of the Second 

Amendment individual rights decision in the Heller 

case to the states through the Fourteenth Amendment. 

Others may have gotten credit for the victory, but 

SAF filed and fought the case, and paid the legal bills, 

and after more than a year of legal wrangling, Chicago 

finally had to pay up. 

“It was the single largest check that has ever come 

through the doors,” said SAF founder and Executive 

Vice President Alan M. Gottlieb. 

The money went right back into SAF’s legal action 

fund, and with no small degree of irony, it will likely 

help pay current legal bills associated with two more 

federal lawsuits SAF has filed, one against the City of 

Chicago’s gun ordinance, and the other which 

challenges Illinois statutes that ban the carrying of 

loaded firearms in public for personal protection. 

Illinois is the only state remaining where there is no 

concealed carry statute. 

What SAF has experienced in its litigation against 

Chicago, Gottlieb said, is the city’s tactic of 

requesting additional depositions and other legal 

maneuvers that require attorneys’ and witnesses’ time 

and travel expenses. 

The check finally arrived 

weeks after it was due in 

December, and a couple of days 

after SAF lost the first round in 

its Moore v. Madigan case 
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regarding concealed carry. The judge in that case, Sue 

E. Myerscough, an Obama appointee in 2010, 

dismissed the lawsuit. In her 48-page ruling, she 

wrote, “This Court finds that the Illinois ‘Unlawful 

Use of Weapons’ and ‘Aggravated Unlawful Use of a 

Weapon’ statutes do not violate Plaintiffs’ Second 

Amendment rights.” “The United States Supreme 

Court and the Seventh Circuit have recognized only a 

Second Amendment core individual right to bear arms 

inside the home,” Myerscough wrote. “Further, even 

if this Court recognized a Second Amendment right to 

bear arms outside of the home and an interference 

with that right, the statutes nonetheless survive 

constitutional scrutiny.” SAF attorneys immediately 

filed an appeal to the 7th Circuit Court of Appeals. 

Myerscough, who previously had served on the 

Illinois Appellate Court, also wrote that, “This Court 

finds further support for its conclusion in recent 

decisions of the Illinois Appellate Court, which has 

also concluded that Heller and McDonald affirm a 

Second Amendment right to bear arms in the home 

but not outside of the home…” She further contended 

that, “…assuming, arguendo, that there is a right to 

bear arms outside of the home, such a right is not a 

core Second Amendment right as defined by the 

Heller Court, which defined the core of the right as 

the right to bear arms. The GunMag March/2012 

 

Wisconsin’s Experience Proves 

Citizens Opt for Being Armed 
by Dave Workman, Senior Editor  

During the first six weeks after enactment of 

Wisconsin’s new concealed carry statute, more than 

55,000 Badger State residents applied for carry 

permits, and thousands more purchased handguns, 

apparently in anticipation of getting a permit. 

According to the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, by 

mid-December, nearly 25,000 Wisconsinites had 

obtained their permits, and of the 296 who were 

denied by the State Department of Justice (DOJ), a lot 

of the denials were due to faulty paperwork including 

mismatched addresses. Less than two dozen were 

denied because of a serious disqualifying reason. 

The Green Bay Gazette reported that the DOJ 

shifted people around to handle the rush in 

applications, and that additional staff had been hired. 

Wisconsin’s experience is not unlike that of other 

states where concealed carry laws have been adopted 

or reformed to enable all citizens, rather than a select 

few elites, to obtain concealed carry permits and 

licenses. Gone is the discretion exercised by political 

police chiefs and sheriffs who must now, under what 

is called a “shall-issue” law, grant carry permits to any 

citizen of good standing who applies and qualifies 

under that jurisdiction’s requirements. 

This rush to arm is a repudiation of the policies of 

former anti-gun Democrat Gov. Jim Doyle. He twice 

vetoed legislation over the past decade that would 

have created a concealed carry statute in Wisconsin. It 

took a change in governors and the political party in 

power in Madison, the state’s capitol, to get the job 

done. 

Wisconsin’s state constitutional right to bear arms 

provision is relatively new, having been adopted in 

1998. It is plainly understood: “The people have the 

right to keep and bear arms for security, defense, 

hunting, recreation or any other lawful purpose.” 

Prior to adoption of the concealed carry law, 

Wisconsin residents had only open carry as a means 

of exercising their right to bear arms, but local police 

departments, especially in Milwaukee under anti-gun 

Police Chief Ed Flynn infamously announced in 2009 

that he would ignore a finding by State Attorney 

General J.B. Van Hollen that it was perfectly legal for 

citizens to peaceably carry firearms openly. Instead, 

Flynn told his troops, “…if you see anybody carrying 

a gun on the streets of Milwaukee, we’ll put them on 

the ground, take the gun away and then decide 

whether you have a right to carry it.” 

Flynn’s attitude infuriated Wisconsin gun rights 

advocates, and they supported the election of 

Republican Scott Walker to the governor’s office. One 

of Walker’s first promised acts was to sign concealed 

carry legislation, which took effect Nov. 1, 2011. 

The Wisconsin scenario is reflective of a national 

trend. By some estimates, more than 6.2 million 

Americans are licensed to carry concealed in 49 

states, and that number is steadily climbing. 

For example, take Washington State, where 

concealed carry has been on the books since 1935. For 

many years, the number of people holding concealed 

pistol licenses (CPL) in the Evergreen State hovered 

around 240,000, but over the past couple of years, that 

number has surged. In mid-2011, that state’s 

Department of Licensing reported 337,000 active 

CPLs in circulation. By August, that number climbed 

to 341,000, and in mid-December, the number was at 

almost 349,000, an increase of about 12,000 in about 

6½ months. 
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That translates to a lot of hardware, yet the 

homicide rate in Washington State has not climbed 

sharply with the increased number of CPLs. Seattle’s 

homicide rate is at its lowest point in years. 

There could be any number of contributing factors, 

such as continued fear about the economy, concerns 

over police response time due to highly-publicized 

cutbacks in service in many jurisdictions, and the 

recent Supreme Court rulings that affirmed the 

Second Amendment protects an individual civil right 

to keep and bear arms. Couple those rulings with state 

constitutional provisions, and it is clear to a majority 

of Americans that they have a right to own a gun, and 

increasing numbers of them are choosing to exercise 

that right. 

The majority of states have adopted concealed 

carry laws that allow law-abiding citizens to obtain a 

permit or license without fear of being rejected at the 

last moment by some official after having jumped 

through all the legal hoops and met all the 

requirements. In the handful of states that retain 

arbitrary discretionary provisions, such as New York, 

New Jersey, Maryland and California, the Second 

Amendment Foundation is partnering with local 

groups to file lawsuits challenging the 

constitutionality of such provisions. 

Illinois remains the only state without a provision 

of any kind that allows the carrying of firearms for 

personal protection outside the home. 

Meanwhile, in Wisconsin, state officials told the 

Journal Sentinel newspaper that calls to the state’s 

“Handgun Hotline” had spiked sharply in 2011, up 

53% over the same period in 2010. November was the 

heaviest month on record, with more than 10,600 

inquiries, as the new law took effect. 

Eventually, the rush will slow down in Wisconsin, 

but if the national trend is any indication, there will 

not be an ebb anytime in the foreseeable future. 

Badger State residents waited a long time for their 

concealed carry statute, and they are taking full 

advantage of it. The GunMag March/2012 

 

WA Supreme Court denies appeal 

in Seattle gun ban loss 
By Dave Workman, Senior Editor 

The Washington State Supreme Court handed the 

City of Seattle its final loss after declining to review 

the city’s appeal in its attempt to skirt the state 

preemption law and enact a gun ban in city parks 

facilities. 

The city lost initially in King County Superior 

Court and again last Oct. 31 before the State Court of 

Appeals in a civil action filed by the Second 

Amendment Foundation, National Rifle Association, 

Citizens Committee for the Right to Keep and Bear 

Arms, Washington Arms Collectors and five 

individual citizens. The case is known as Winnie 

Chan v. City of Seattle. 

“We are proud that the State Supreme Court panel, 

led by Chief Justice Barbara Madsen, unanimously 

rejected Seattle’s flagrant attempt to override state law 

and violate the civil rights of citizens living in or 

visiting the city,” said Alan Gottlieb, SAF founder and 

executive vice president. “Our plaintiffs were willing 

to stand up to the city and public officials who seem 

determined to transform Seattle into a political gulag 

where a civil right can be dismissed at will in the 

interest of political correctness.” 

“The Washington Supreme Court made the right 

decision in recognizing that the city violated state 

law,” added Chris Cox, executive director of the 

NRA’s Institute for Legislative Action. 

“This decision is a clear indication why it’s 

critically important for states to enact strong 

preemption laws, to prevent local governments from 

imposing a patchwork of firearm restrictions.” 

The case was being closely watched by gun 

prohibitionists across the country who have wanted to 

challenge state preemption laws. Washington’s 

statute, which dates back to 1983, has served as a 

model for similar statutes adopted over the past two 

decades, and if the city had been successful, it could 

have set a precedent for similar challenges. 

Seattle’s attempt to ban guns from city parks 

property dates back to an incident at the annual 

Folklife Festival in May 2008 when – for the first time 

in the event’s history – a non-fatal shooting occurred 

during a fight. Following that incident, then-Mayor 

Greg Nickels, a founding member of Mayors Against 

Illegal Guns, announced that the city would move to 

ban firearms, even those legally carried openly or 

concealed by law-abiding citizens, from all city 

property. 

Nickels had to retreat from that, however, because 

of the state preemption act, so after months of 

discussion, and after he did not make it through the 

2009 mayoral primary, Nickels announced that a 

parks gun ban would be adopted through an 
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administrative code change. It was his position that 

such a code would not violate state preemption 

because it was not adopted as an ordinance. 

But damning evidence was uncovered by SAF and 

Gun Week, which was the predecessor to TGM, in the 

form of a letter Nickels sent to State House Speaker 

Frank Chopp. In that letter, Nickels admitted that the 

city did not have the authority to regulate firearms 

because of the preemption law. 

In addition, Attorney General Rob McKenna, who 

is now running as a Republican for governor against 

anti-gun Democrat Congressman Jay Inslee, advised 

the city in a letter that any kind of ban was outside the 

city’s authority. 

Still, Nickels contended that the parks ban was 

legal, and it was announced a few weeks before 

Nickels left office. 

SAF, NRA and their partners promptly filed a 

lawsuit in King County Superior Court, contending 

that the city was, indeed, acting in violation of state 

preemption. In early 2010, Judge Catherine Shaffer 

ruled in favor of SAF and NRA. By then, Seattle had 

a new mayor, Mike McGinn, but he proved to be just 

as anti-gun as Nickels, and the city appealed. 

That process continued for more than a year, with 

oral arguments before an appeals court panel in early 

2011. The unanimous appellate court ruling, 

upholding Judge Shaffer’s decision, came down last 

autumn, and Seattle promptly requested review. 

Gottlieb was blistering in his criticism of the city. 

“Mayor McGinn and the City Council should be 

ashamed that they pursued this pipe dream in an effort 

to turn the city into a banana republic,” he told TGM. 

“By letting the appeals court ruling stand, other anti-

gun officials in city and county governments are on 

notice that they simply cannot ignore state law.” 

SAF and NRA were represented by attorneys Steve 

Fogg and Molly Malouf with Corr Cronin Michelson 

Baumgardner & Preece of Seattle. 

Nickels, now a declared candidate for Washington 

Secretary of State, could face some trouble in his 

campaign because of the attempted gun ban. 

Seattle City Attorney Pete Holmes told KOMO 

News that the city will try to change the law during 

the 2013 legislative session. The GunMag 

March/2012 

 

GRASSROOTS ALERTS: 

CCRKBA Legislative Watch 

By Tanya Metaksa 

Federal Legislation: Pro-gun 

Firearms Importation 

A report from Korea stated that the Obama 

administration will allow the importation of 86,000 

M1 Garand rifles. This reverses a decision made last 

year by the State Department. However, the US 

government will still not allow 600,000 M1 Carbines 

to be imported from Korea. 

HR-822—On Nov. 15, 2011 the US House of 

Representatives passed HR-822, National Right-to-

Carry Reciprocity Act of 2011, by a vote of 272-154. 

This bill would allow those with Right-to-Carry 

permits to travel to any state in the US with the 

exception of Illinois. The measure now goes to the 

Senate for consideration. 

HR-3594—Second Amendment Protection Act of 

2011 was introduced on Dec. 7, 2011 by Congressman 

Joe Walsh (R-IL) and currently has 29 co-sponsors. 

The Second Amendment Protection Act of 2011 

Expresses the sense of Congress that the United States 

should not adopt any treaty that poses a threat to 

national sovereignty or abridges the rights guaranteed 

by the Constitution, such as the right to bear arms, and 

should cease the provision of financial support to any 

entity that does so. It “prohibits the United States from 

providing any funding to the United Nations (UN) for 

a fiscal year unless the President certifies to Congress 

that the UN has not taken action to infringe on the 

rights of individuals in the United States to possess a 

firearm or ammunition, or abridge any of the other 

constitutionally protected rights of US citizens.” HR-

3594 has been referred to the House Committee on 

Foreign Affairs. 

Anti-gun 

 S.436, Fix Gun Checks Act, introduced by Sen. 

Charles Schumer (D-NY) would eliminate all private 

sales of firearms, expand the definition of persons 

prohibited from owning guns and end gun shows as 

they are currently allowed. The Senate Judiciary 

Subcommittee on Crime and Terrorism held a hearing 

on Nov. 16, 2011. David Kopel, adjunct professor of 

Advanced Constitution Law, Denver University, 

Sturm College of Law, testified and his testimony can 

be found at http://davekopel.org/Testimony/HR822-

Kopel.pdf. 

 

State Legislation 
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The following states do not hold legislative 

sessions in 2012: MT, NV, ND and TX. 

Alaska 

The Alaska legislature holds over legislation from 

its first session (odd years) to its second session (even 

years) when those bills have not been voted on. Three 

pro-gun bills have been held over. House Bill 83, 

establishing an apprentice hunting program; House 

Bill 90, extending the legal use of defensive deadly 

force, passed the House in 2011 and is currently 

before the Senate Judiciary Committee; and Senate 

Bill 105 that designated the pre-1964 Winchester 

Model 70 .30-06 and the state firearm. 

Arizona 

On Jan. 30 Sen. Ron Gould introduced Senate Bill 

1474 to prohibit any public university, college or 

community college from banning a concealed carry 

permit holder from carrying a firearm on its property. 

Additionally this bill prohibits these institutions from 

adopting and policies that regulate the transportation 

or storage of firearms. On Feb. 6 the Senate Judiciary 

Committee passed the bill 5-3. 

HR 334, a bill to prohibit colleges and universities 

from banning guns on campus, passed the House 

Criminal Justice and Public Safety Committee in late 

October by a vote of 11-6. That bill is still viable. 

HR 2457, allowing a hunter to defend himself by 

carrying an additional firearm for self-protection, was 

given a “do pass” from the House Energy and Natural 

Resource Committee and therefore will be scheduled 

for a vote by the full House of Representatives.. 

HR 2728, a bill allowing hunters to lawfully use 

suppressors on firearms for hunting, was introduced 

by Rep. David Gowan. On Feb. 8, HR 2728 passed 

the House Committee on Military Affairs and Public 

Safety by a unanimous 6-0 vote. The next step is a 

vote by the full Arizona House of Representative. 

California 

Several bills have been held over from 2011. 

Senate Resolution 10 supporting a re-enactment of the 

1994 Federal “Assault” Weapons bill that expired in 

2004, encouraging the federal government to target 

“corrupt” gun dealers and asking the Congress to pass 

legislation to stem firearms being transferred to 

Mexico passed the Senate Public Safety Committee 4-

2. 

Senate Bill 313, a pro-gun bill, was voted down in 

the Senate Public Safety Committee. This bill would 

have exempted older and discontinued handguns, 

allowing them to be sold from FFLs inventories 

without undergoing the California handgun-testing 

requirement. 

Assemblyman Portantino (D), the author of AB 

144, banning the open carrying of unloaded handguns, 

introduced AB 1527 to ban openly displaying long 

guns in public on Jan. 23. 

Colorado 

Colorado already has a “Castle Doctrine” law 

pertaining to private homes. On Jan. 17, 2012 House 

Bill 1088, to extend the use of deadly force to 

businesses, was introduced with 20 co-sponsors. It is a 

companion to Senate Bill 25. In 2011 a similar bill did 

not pass the legislature. Both HB 1048, a bill to 

remove the Colorado InstaCheck system as it is 

duplicative of the National Instant Check System 

(NCIS) and HB 1064, a prohibition on governmental 

agencies seizing firearms and restricting citizens 

Second Amendment rights during a declared 

emergency, were supported on a 6-4 vote in the House 

Judiciary Committee. 

Florida 

The Florida legislature is in session from Jan. 10 to 

March 9 this year. In 2011 the Florida legislature 

passed HB 45, preventing counties and cities from 

enacting firearms laws more stringent that state law. 

In December Rep. Lori Berman filed a bill, HB 1087, 

that would allow counties and cities to ban guns from 

childcare centers and government buildings. Besides 

HB-1087 and its companion bill, SB-1340, there are 

12 other anti-gun bills. As soon as it becomes clear 

which ones are moving in the legislature, we will 

include the information. 

Pro-gun legislation includes: SB-154 and HB-513, 

allowing licensed security officers to detain persons 

on premises in certain circumstance; SB-602 and HB-

313, to limit landowner liability when hunters are 

given permission to hunt; SB-998 and HB-463, 

allowing members and veterans of the US military to 

get a concealed carry or firearm license regardless of 

age or US residency. 

Georgia 

State Rep. Sean Jerguson stated that he would 

introduce legislation to allow persons with Right-to-

Carry permits who are 21 years of age and older to 

carry handguns on Georgia campuses. 

Rep. Jason Spencer has pre-filed HB 679, a bill 

that would allow Georgians to carry concealed 

without applying for a permit. 

House Bill 735, to change the current Georgia 

Right-to-Carry law that does not require mandatory 



training, would now mandate a firearms training class 

within one year of applying for a permit. 

On Jan. 31 the Georgia Senate passed Senate Bill 

301, to allow lawfully possessed suppressors for 

hunting, by an overwhelming margin of 48-5. 

Sen. Don Balfour introduced Senate Bill 350, a bill 

to return seized firearms to owners or to be sold, on 

Jan. 27. This bill was unanimously reported out of the 

Senate Judiciary Committee on February 8. 

Hawaii 

The Hawaii legislature has convened with several 

hold over bills to be considered. Anti-gun Senate Bill 

2975, to require all gunowners to report stolen 

firearms within 72 hours, was heard in the Senate 

Public Safety, Government Operations and Military 

Affairs on Feb. 9. The Committee deferred 

consideration of this bill. Additionally a companion 

bill, House Bill 2029, has not been scheduled for a 

hearing. As all bills must be passed in their respective 

Houses before a March 8 deadline, it is unlikely that 

either bill will be considered this year. 

HB 679, a bill to limit liability for firearms 

instructors, was scheduled for the Public Safety and 

Military Affairs Committee on February 16. 

Illinois 

Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel (D), former 

political advisor and chief of staff to President 

Obama, has proposed an Illinois handgun registration 

scheme. In order to implement the registration House 

Bill 5631 was introduced. Additionally House Bill 

5167, to implement a tax on ammunition purchases, 

was added to the list of anti-gun legislation this year. 

Last year the Illinois legislature created a Firearm 

Public Awareness Task Force. This Task Force was to 

study the feasibility of Right-to-Carry in Illinois. As 

of the date of this report the Task Force has failed to 

meet. 

The Illinois House Rules Committee took up three 

anti-gun bills on Jan. 24 and passed them. The bills 

include House Bill 1294, banning many semi-

automatic firearms including .50 caliber rifles and 

ammunition; House Bill 1599, classifies many semi-

automatic firearms as “semi-automatic assault 

weapons” and classifies any ammunition of “. 50 

caliber or higher” and “high capacity ammunition” 

and creates enhanced felony penalties for possessing 

of these firearms or ammunition; and finally House 

Bill 1855, that will make victims of firearms’ theft a 

criminal if they fail to report the theft “within 72 

hours after obtaining knowledge of the theft.” Rep. 

Edward Acevedo (D-2) has introduced all three of 

these bills. 

Senate Bill 3320, repealing the Illinois Firearms 

Owner’s Identification Act, was introduced. The bill’s 

sponsor, Sen. Sam McCann (R), stated that the current 

law “just punishes the law abiding public.” 

Indiana 

After an Indiana Supreme Court ruling that citizens 

could not legally resist illegal police entry, Senate Bill 

0001 was introduced and has passed the Correction, 

Criminal and Civil Matters Committee by a vote of 8-

0 and is awaiting action by the full Senate. Senate Bill 

243, to allow suppressors to be used while hunting, 

passed the Senate by a 42-8 vote. Current Indiana law 

allows the use of legally owned suppressors for 

everything but hunting. 

Senate Bill 315, to reform Indiana’s charitable 

gaming laws to allow Friends of NRA fundraising 

events to comply with Indiana gaming statutes, passed 

the Senate with no dissenting votes and on Feb. 15 

passed the House Public Policy Committee by 8-0. It 

was to be considered by the full House the week of 

Feb. 20. 

Iowa 

Senate Joint Resolution 2001 and House Joint 

Resolution 2001 are companion bills “nullifying an 

administrative rule of the Natural Resource 

Commission prohibiting the use of lead shot for 

hunting mourning doves.” HJR 2001 passed the Iowa 

House of Representatives by a vote of 73-27. House 

Joint Resolution, the Iowa Right to Keep and Bear 

Arms Constitutional Amendment was reported out of 

the House Public Safety Subcommittee on a 2-1 vote. 

House File 573, a bill to allow citizens to protect 

themselves and their family anywhere, passed the 

House Public Safety Subcommittee 2-1 and is 

expected to be considered by the full Committee as 

soon as possible. 

Maine 

L.D. 1603, to allow persons with concealed carry 

permits to keep firearms in the vehicles while parked 

in public parking lots, passed the Maine Joint 

Criminal Justice and Public Safety Committee 8-5. 

L.D. 1728, prohibiting the issuance of non-resident 

carry permits to those persons who have been denied a 

permit in their home state, was introduced. This bill 

has not yet been heard before the Criminal Justice and 

Public Safety Committee.  

Maryland 



SB 64, a bill to require the state to notify 

machinegun owners to renew their state registration, 

has been introduced and a hearing was held by the 

Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee on Feb. 2. 

Massachusetts 

A “Castle Doctrine” bill, Senate Bill 661, was 

introduced and scheduled for a hearing on Feb. 7. 

Minnesota 

In the 2011 legislative session House File 1467 

was passed by the Minnesota House by a vote of 79-

50. This bill is an omnibus bill that includes “Castle 

Doctrine” language, recognition of Right-to-Carry 

permits from other states, and “Emergency Powers” 

language. Unfortunately it never passed the Senate. 

As bills are held over in Minnesota, the Senate 

Finance Committee passed the bill on Feb. 9 by a vote 

of 10-5. It was scheduled for the Senate floor during 

the week of Feb. 20. 

Nebraska 

Three pro-gun bills have been introduced in the 

legislature: LB 785, a “Parking Lot” bill; LB 804, a 

“Castle Doctrine” bill; and LB 807, a Right-to-Carry 

clarification bill. The Judiciary Committee has heard 

LB 804 but no action has been taken to date. LB 807 

will now be considered by the full legislature. LB 804 

is now scheduled for a hearing on Feb. 22. Nebraska 

is a unicameral legislature that has only a Senate. 

Each bill that is considered by the Nebraska Senate 

must be voted on three times before it is sent to the 

Governor. 

Nevada 

In 2011 ATF after a long argument with the NV 

legislature reinstated a background check exemption 

for Nevadans with carry permits, but only for those 

who received a new permit or renewal after July 1, 

2011. Nevada Chiefs of Police had written to ATF to 

request grandfathering in all permit holders, but ATF 

denied their request. 

New Hampshire 

Three pro-gun bills, HB 194, HB 330, and HB 334 

have been exiled to an interim study committee–

killing them for 2012. The only remaining pro-gun 

bill is HB 536, a right-to-carry reform bill that has 

passed the House 180-144. HB 536 does not eliminate 

the current carry law, but changes to permitting 

system by allowing persons to carry concealed 

without a permit. Gov. Lynch (D) has vowed to veto 

this bill should it pass the Senate. 

New Jersey 

On Jan. 30 the Assembly Law and Public Safety 

Committee held a hearing considering Assembly Bill 

588 and Assembly Bill 1013. AB 1013 was passed by 

the Committee and referred to the Assembly 

Appropriations Committee. This bill criminalizes the 

use of a “defaced” firearm if it is used while injuring 

or killing a police officer. However, the definition of a 

“defaced” firearm is overly broad and needs to be 

changed. AB 588 did not pass the Committee but was 

held for further study. AB 588 is allegedly a ban on 

armor piercing ammunition, but it is so broad that it 

would cover almost all ammunition including BBs 

and airsoft pellets. 

New Mexico  

Two companion bills, Senate Bill 26 and House 

Bill 32 have been pre-filed and on Jan. 31 SB 26 was 

referred to the Senate Judiciary Committee. Both bills 

will repeal New Mexico law limiting the purchase of 

long guns to contiguous states. The passage of these 

bills would allow any non-prohibited person from any 

state to purchase long guns in New Mexico and allow 

New Mexicans to purchase long guns in other states. 

Senate Bill 26 passed the New Mexico Senate 

unanimously on Feb. 7. 

House Bill 65 is legislation to mandate that the 

New Mexico Department of Public Safety conduct 

NICS background checks. House Bill 206 will allow 

right-to-carry permittees to carry loaded handguns in 

state parks. Both bills were given “do pass” 

recommendations by their respective committees. 

New York 

Again a micro-stamping bill, AB 1157b, has been 

introduced in the New York state Assembly. 

Ohio 

According to the Columbus Dispatch Rep. Ron 

Maag is set to introduce two pro-gun bills, as of the 

writing of this report neither bill has been introduced. 

Oregon 

The legislature convened on Feb. 1 for a 30-day 

session. Three anti-gun bills and two pro-gun bills 

have been introduced. Two bills introduced by Senate 

President Pro Tem Ginny Burdick are SB 1550 and 

SB1551. SB1550 increases the public buildings in 

which one cannot carry a gun and makes a violation a 

Class C felony, while SB1551 removes some of the 

current exemptions that allows the carrying of 

firearms. SB 1574 is a bad attempt to allow 

reciprocity for non-residents by making exemptions 

very complicated and unnecessary. The Senate 

Judiciary Committee heard all three bills on Feb. 8 



and Chairman Floyd Prozanski (D-4) declared them 

all dead on arrival. 

The pro-gun bills are HB 4045 and HB 4054. HB 

4045, a bill that “authorized a person applying for 

concealed handgun license to limit ability of a public 

body to disclose records or information that identifies 

person as applicant for, or holder of, concealed 

handgun license,” was passed by the House Judiciary 

Committee on Feb. 8 by a vote of 7-3. HB 4054, 

“prohibits Public Employees’ Benefit Board from 

authorizing or collecting information about firearms,” 

had a hearing but has not been scheduled for a vote. 

Pennsylvania 

Two pro-gun bills, HB 1523 and HB 1668, have 

been introduced. HB 1523 is a bill to strengthen the 

pre-emption law by allowing citizens to sue 

municipalities that flaunt Pennsylvania’s preemption 

law by passing more stringent ordinances. HB 1668 is 

a reform to the firearms’ transfer laws to make them 

easier to understand. HB 1523 was considered by the 

House Judiciary Committee on Feb. 6 and passed 19-

4. The bill’s consideration on the House floor has 

been rescheduled for the week of March 12. 

South Dakota 

House Bill 1132, a Parking Lot bill that would stop 

employees from storing firearms in a locked vehicle 

on company parking lots, was introduced on Jan. 23. 

This bill has the support of both the South Dakota 

House Speaker and the Senate Majority Leader and 

passed the House by a vote 49-15 on Feb. 1. This bill 

now goes to the Senate. 

Tennessee 

Two bills dealing with employees carrying guns 

onto employers’ parking lots have been introduced: 

Senate Bill 3002 and Senate Bill 2992. The Senate 

Commerce, Labor and Agriculture Committee have 

placed Senate Bill 3002 on the agenda of the Senate 

Judiciary Committee, while Senate Bill 2992 is 

awaiting consideration. The House companion bills 

HB 3559 and HB 3560 have also been introduced. 

Texas 

On Jan. 19, Federal Judge Sam Cummings 

dismissed the NRA lawsuit, D’Cruz v. ATF, No. 10-

140 (U.S. District Court for the Northern District of 

Texas). The suit challenged the law and regulations 

that prohibit US citizens between the ages of 18-20 

from purchasing handguns. 

Utah 

HB49, sponsored by Rep. Paul Ray, would clarify 

ambiguities in Utah’s Open Carry statutes. A hearing 

was held on Jan. 30. HB 395, to stop the practice of 

taking away firearms rights from persons who have 

been accused of a crime but have not been 

adjudicated, has unanimously passed the House Law 

Enforcement Committee and now goes to the full 

House for a vote. 

Virginia 

Still viable are two anti-gun bills: House Bill 364, 

to require that all sales at gun shows be done through 

an FFL dealer, and House Bill 458 allowing localities 

to pass ordinances to prohibit firearms, ammunition in 

libraries. 

Two bills repealing Virginia’s one-gun-a-month 

law were introduced: Senate Bill 323 and House Bill 

940. In the first weeks of February both Houses 

passed their respective bills. Then on Feb. 13 the full 

Senate passed House Bill 940 by a vote of 21-9. Now 

House Bill 940 goes to Gov. McDonald for his 

signature. The Virginia governor has pledged to sign 

this repeal measure. 

Pro-gun bills are: House Bill 20, adds lawful 

carrying and transport of firearms in an emergency to 

Virginia’s Emergency Powers Law; House Bill 22, a 

gun-buyback bill to make it more difficult to hold gun 

buybacks; House Bill 25, making it illegal to publish 

information about applicants for carry permits; House 

Bill 26, regarding failure to present a permit to a law 

enforcement officer; House Bill 91, allows full-time 

faculty at colleges and universities, who hold handgun 

carry permits, to carry on campus; House Bill 139, 

allowing anyone who lawfully owns a handgun to 

carry it concealed; House Bill 237, transfer the 

background check from the Virginia State Police to 

NICS; House Bill 288, allows city and county 

Treasurers to carry in courtrooms; House Bill 375, 

prohibits local governments from passing legislation 

prohibiting employees from storing firearms in their 

locked vehicles; House Bill 375, prohibiting localities 

from enacting laws to prevent an employee from 

storing a firearm in a locked vehicle, passed the House 

of Delegates 75-25. 

On Feb. 2 five Senate bills were passed in the full 

Senate: Senate Bill 4, a “Castle Doctrine” bill, passed 

23-17; Senate Bill 67, changes the law so localities 

can not require fingerprints for Right-to-Carry license 

applicants passed 26-14; Senate Bill 429, a 

modification of the Virginia firearms’ application 

form, passed 36-4; Senate Bill 554, an anti-gun bill 

would make the possession of a firearm in the home 

of an alleged victim subject to a restraining order and 



misdemeanor, passed 29-11; Senate Bill 563, 

clarifying the application procedure for a Right-to-

Carry permit passed 32-8. The Senate by a vote of 29-

11 passed Senate Bill 464, a combination of four bills 

allowing Sunday hunting. However, the House 

Natural Resources subcommittee tabled the bill, 

thereby killing it for the session. Senate Bill 245, an 

emergency powers bill, passed the Senate General 

Laws and Technology Committee 13-2 and is 

expected to have a vote in the full Senate soon. 

The House of Delegates passed House Bill 25 and 

House Bill 754 on Feb. 8. House Bill 25 was referred 

to the Senate Committee for Courts of Justice and was 

defeated, while the same committee passed House Bill 

754 on a 9-6 vote. Additionally the Committee on 

Militia, Police and Public Safety held a hearing on 

House Bill 859, allowing permit holders to be exempt 

from criminal background checks; House Bill 1135, 

reforming the out-of-state requirements for carrying a 

handgun concealed; House Bill 1279, charging a 

prisoner with carrying without a permit in addition to 

violations under the prisoner’s code; and several other 

anti-gun proposals. A tabling motion dismissed the 

following anti-gun bills: House Bill 716, House Bill 

1197, House Bill 1123 and House Bill 1257. 

Washington 

On Feb. 3 all bills in the Washington legislature 

that have not been passed out of their respective 

committees are dead for the session. Thus HB 2137, 

HB 2481 and several other pro-gun bills will not be 

considered. All other bills are required to pass in their 

original Houses by Feb. 14 for consideration in 2012. 

The House passed House Bill 1508, a range protection 

bill, and House Bill 2471, a background check reform 

bill, overwhelmingly. Senate Bill 6123, a bill to create 

an NRA license plate, passed the Senate 36-13. 

Two bills, SHB 1508 and SHB 2347, have both 

been amended and are now anti-gun bills and are to be 

opposed. 

West Virginia 

A handgun rationing bill, HB 2229, would make it 

a crime to purchase more than two handguns within a 

30 day period has been introduced. 

Several pro-gun bills were introduced. Three by the 

Senate Majority Leader John Unger: SB 144 

differentiates between hunters and shooters, requiring 

only hunters to carry a hunting license; SB 149, 

requires firearms that are taken by law enforcement to 

be returned to their lawful owners or sold at auction 

with the proceeds to go to the government (currently 

all seized firearms are destroyed); and SB 370, allows 

for employees to store their guns in locked vehicles on 

employer publicly accessible parking lots. Senate Bill 

353, allowing Right-to-Carry permit holders to be 

exempt from the National Instant Check System 

(NICS), is not only being supported by Sen. Unger, 

but also by Senate President Jeff Kessler. Senate Bill 

478, creating an apprentice-hunting license, has been 

passed. 

Several companion bills have been introduced in 

the House: HB 4495 is the companion for SB 149; HB 

4501 is the companion for SB 478; HB 4502 is the 

companion for SB 370; and HB 4505 is the 

companion to SB 144. 

Wyoming 

House Bill 60, a bill to strengthen Wyoming’s 

preemption law, was two votes shy of the needed two-

thirds majority needed to pass it. The GunMag 
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SAF --NEWS RELEASES 
   

SAF - March 05, 2012 MARYLAND RULING A 

HUGE VICTORY' FOR SECOND 

AMENDMENT, SAYS SAF BELLEVUE, WA - A 

federal court ruling in Maryland, that the Second 

amendment right to bear arms extends beyond the 

home and that citizens ay not be required to offer a 

"good and substantial reason" for obtaining a 

concealed carry permit, is a huge victory, the Second 

amendment Foundation said today.  Ruling in the case 

of Woollard v. Sheridan - a case brought y SAF in 

July 2010 on behalf of Maryland resident Raymond 

Woollard, who as denied his carry permit renewal - 

the U.S. District Court for Maryland ruled that "The 

Court finds that the right to bear arms is not limited to 

the home."  U.S. District Court Judge Benson Everett 

Legg noted, "In addition to self-defense, the (Second 

Amendment) right was also understood to allow for 

militia membership and hunting. To secure these 

rights, the Second Amendments protections must 

extend beyond the home: either hunting nor militia 

training is a household activity, and elf-defense has to 

take place wherever [a] person happens to be'."  "This 

is a monumentally important decision," said SAF 

founder and Executive Vice President Alan M. 

http://www.thegunmag.com/
http://www.thegunmag.com/
http://www.saf.org/


Gottlieb. "The federal district court has carefully 

spelled out the obvious, that the Second amendment 

does not stop at one's doorstep, but protects us 

wherever we ave a right to be. Once again, SAF's 

attorney in this case, Alan Gura, as won an important 

legal victory. He was the attorney who argued the 

landmark Heller case, and he represented SAF in our 

Supreme Court victory in McDonald v. City of 

Chicago.  "Equally important in Judge Legg's ruling," 

he added, "is hat concealed carry statutes that are so 

discretionary in nature as to e arbitrary do not pass 

constitutional muster."  "A citizen may not be required 

to offer a good and substantial reason' why he should 

be permitted to exercise his rights," judge Legg wrote. 

"The right's existence is all the reason he needs."  

"Judge Legg's ruling takes a substantial step toward 

restoring the Second Amendment to its rightful place 

in the Bill of rights, and provides gun owners with 

another significant victory," Gottlieb concluded. "SAF 

will continue winning back firearms freedoms ne 

lawsuit at a time." 

 

SAF - SAF CONDEMNS TEXAS LAW 

PROF'S CLAIM THAT OH SCHOOL 

SHOOTING IS EXERCISE OF 2A' BELLEVUE, 

WA - The suggestion by a University of Texas law 

professor that Monday's deadly school shooting in 

Ohio was a "typical exercise of the Second 

Amendment" is an outrage, the Second Amendment 

foundation said today.  Calvin Johnson teaches law at 

UT in Austin, and his comments appeared in an e-mail 

that was exposed by a reporter for the Washington 

Free Beacon. The story also revealed that Johnson 

defended the City of Chicago’s handgun ban, which 

SAF successfully challenged before the U.S. Supreme 

Court in McDonald v. City of Chicago. Prof. Johnson 

has also suggested that it is "quite reasonable" to 

dismiss James Madison's motivations for including a 

right to keep and bear arms in the Bill of rights as 

"historical trivia."  "To contend that Monday's tragic 

school shooting is typical behavior for citizens 

exercising their rights under the Second Amendment s 

simply outrageous," said SAF founder and Executive 

Vice President Alan M. Gottlieb. "What is even more 

alarming is that this fellow actually teaches law at an 

American university."  Prof. Johnson reportedly sent a 

note to the Washington Free Beacon that stated, "The 

original meaning of the second amendment was to 

form a better militia. Under original meaning, guns fit 

into militias, sic] and militias are subject to 

Presidential orders. Disobey the order and you can be 

shot. That is the real second amendment. The fake one 

allows high school adolescents to have easy access to 

the opportunity to work out their fantasies. That is bad 

originalism."  "Someone with so little understanding 

of a major tenet of he Constitution should not be in 

front of a classroom," Gottlieb observed. "If he can so 

deliberately distort the historic background of he 

Second Amendment, what else is he distorting to his 

students?  "Evidently," he added, "Prof. Johnson is 

like so many other un prohibitionists who habitually 

politicize and exploit tragedies to further an anti-gun 

agenda. We are stunned at Johnson's callousness. 

Killing innocent people is no more an exercise of the 

Second Amendment than is Prof. Johnson's abuse of 

his First Amendment right to engage in hat amounts to 

scholarly malpractice. A man with his perspective 

should o more be teaching basket weaving than legal 

doctrine." 

 

SAF - The glaring hypocrisy and checkbook 

journalism of Media Matters and David Brock By 

Alan Gottlieb and Dave Workman  Recent published 

reports that David Brock, head of Media matters, had 

his own armed bodyguard while the organization took 

more than $400,000 from the anti-gun Joyce 

Foundation to push "gun and public safety issues," 

offers one more revealing example of crass elitism.  

Simply put, instead of being a media watchdog, Media 

Matters practices checkbook advocacy journalism 

while its head man practices orld-class hypocrisy.  A 

Feb. 14 Media Matters diatribe defended a court 

ruling in Illinois that contends the right to keep and 

bear arms is confined to one's home. Media Matters 

blasts what it calls "Right Wing media outlets" that 

took to task the opinion by federal Judge Sue 

Myerscough, n Obama appointee, that rejected a 

lawsuit seeking to overturn the Illinois ban on 

carrying loaded firearms outside the home for 

personal protection.  Had Myerscough determined that 

the right of free speech or free press is confined to 

one's home, Media Matters would be screaming o the 

heavens. However, because this is a gun rights issue, 

and Brock's organization is financially obligated to the 

Joyce Foundation's anti-gun agenda, naturally they 

would defend a proposition that is fundamentally 

indefensible.  It should surprise nobody that the Daily 

Caller reported hat $612,500 of Media Matters assets 

was "restricted by donors to be applied to gun and 

public safety issues" at the end of 2010.  Meanwhile, 



Brock's personal conduct suggests he believes himself 

deserving of special privilege. While fronting for a 

group that advocates general public disarmament, he 

reportedly enjoyed the luxury f armed protection. To 

do what Brock allegedly did - have an armed personal 

assistant" close by his side nearly all the time, plus 

have security at his Washington, D.C. home, as the 

Daily Caller reported - smacks of the worst kind of 

double-standard elitism. 

 

The sorry truth is that the Brock story is not unusual 

for high-profile anti-gunners who argue that firearms 

in the hands of average citizens pose a public safety 

risk, while guns carried by bodyguards and "personal 

assistants" are perfectly fine.  Published reports about 

Brock's hired guns suggest that they may have been 

packing in the District of Columbia, which is strictly 

illegal despite the landmark Supreme Court ruling in 

the Heller case, which struck down the District's 

handgun ban. If those reports are accurate, they 

reinforce the notion that elitist gun prohibitionists 

believe the laws apply to everyone but themselves.  

This social bigotry against average citizens exercising 

a fundamental civil right to keep and bear arms fits a 

pattern among elf-anointed "progressives" that would 

have us "progress" ourselves back to the Medieval era, 

when only the ruling class afforded themselves he 

right to go armed, and everyone else belonged to the 

serf class. elitists’ like Brock presume they are 

somehow endowed with special rivilege to rule over 

the rest of us and to dictate the common lifestyle.  

That the Joyce Foundation would earmark more than 

$400,000 or Media Matters to focus on firearms issues 

is all the confirmation ne needs that the organization 

has a political agenda, and that would e reason enough 

to question their journalistic integrity. It supports he 

notion that Media Matters is for sale; that its opinion 

can be bought.  News and public opinion are not for 

sale, and neither is a civil right, except, perhaps, in the 

Media Matters office. Whatever Mr. rock believes is 

good for him should likewise be good for everyone 

else, and vice versa. If he believes the world would be 

safer with fewer firearms, he should lead the charge 

by disarming his bodyguards and ending them far 

away. Everybody else can wait to see how that works 

out for Brock before they make up their own minds. 

 

SAF - BREYER'S ROBBERY ILLUSTRATES 

WHY RKBA SO IMPORTANT EVERYWHERE, 

BELLEVUE, WA - The recent robbery of Supreme 

Court Justice Stephen Breyer at a vacation home in 

the West Indies should hopefully cause the learned 

jurist to re-examine his core beliefs about the 

individual right to keep and bear arms at places other 

than their primary residence, the Second Amendment 

Foundation said today.  Breyer has voted with the 

minority twice in recent years against recognizing that 

the Second Amendment protects an individual civil 

right to keep and bear arms, in both the Heller and 

McDonald cases. He was robbed last week, along with 

his wife and some guests, by n intruder wielding a 

machete, according to published reports. Justice 

Breyer was not harmed, but the robber got away with 

about $1,000 in ash.  "We're delighted that Justice 

Breyer was not hurt during his incident," said SAF 

founder and Executive Vice President Alan M. 

Gottlieb, "and hopefully this case will give him a new 

perspective on he right to bear arms for personal 

safety. Police cannot always be round when you need 

them, even if you're a Supreme Court justice. One 

does not leave his right of self-defense at the doorstep 

of his home when he travels.  "If this demonstrates 

anything to Justice Breyer," he continued, "it is that 

crime does not happen just at someone's primary 

residence, and criminals do not make appointments, 

giving someone time o unlock and assemble and load 

a firearm. You must be able to protect yourself, even 

on vacation outside of your home state, at a moment's 

notice. That's not just a civil right, but a basic human 

right.  "When Justice Breyer dissented in the Heller 

case," Gottlieb recalled, "he expressed concerns about 

keeping loaded firearms in the home for personal 

protection. Faced with a machete in the hands of a 

criminal, one wonders whether Breyer might have 

quietly wished he had a gun with which he could have 

defended himself, his wife and their guests. We hope 

this incident gives him new insight with which to 

temper is views." 
 

***The Second Amendment Foundation (www.saf.org) is the nation's 

oldest and largest tax-exempt education, research, publishing and legal 

action group focusing on the Constitutional right and heritage to 

privately own and possess firearms. Founded in 1974, The Foundation 

has grown to more than 650,000 members and supporters and conducts 

many programs designed to better inform the public about the 

consequences of gun control. SAF has previously funded successful 

firearms-related suits against the cities of Los Angeles; New Haven, CT; 

and San Francisco on behalf of American gun owners, a lawsuit against 

the cities suing gun makers and an amicus brief and fund for the 

Emerson case holding the Second Amendment as an individual right. 
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CCRKBA - The Illinois House Executive 

Committee sent two extremely anti-gun bills to the 

floor on March 8, 2012: HB5831 – this bill would tack 

a $65.00 tax on every hand gun you own and require 

you to register like a sex offender.  HB5167 – this bill 

would tack a 2% “Sin Tax” on all ammunition sales in 

the state with the proceeds from the tax going to a 

fund to help pay for a healthcare program for gang 

bangers and drug lords.  EACH OF THESE TWO 

BILLS HAVE ONE PURPOSE AND ONE 

PURPOSE ONLY – TO PUNISH LAW-ABIDING 

FIREARM OWNERS  The Emanuel/Obama gun 

haters aren’t being the least bit bashful about their 

intent, they have made it clear that they will “screw-

over” gun owners by any means possible. 

 

CCRKBA BLASTS IOWA DEMS FOR 

RUNNING OUT ON PRO-GUN BILLS 

BELLEVUE, WA – The Citizens Committee for 

the Right to Keep and Bear Arms today condemned 

Democrat members of the Iowa House of 

Representatives for leaving the capitol rather than 

debate , and possibly vote on, two pro-gun measures 

affirming the right to keep and bear arms, and the 

right of self-defense.  As reported by the Des Moines 

Register, “Iowa Democrats…left the Capitol in protest 

of two gun bills the Republican majority had planned 

to debate today…” House Joint Resolution 2009 

proposes an amendment to the state constitution that 

includes a specific right to keep and bear arms. House 

Bill 2215 is a “stand-your-ground” measure that 

would expand the use of reasonable force to include 

lethal force, to resist grave bodily harm or death. 

“Once again,” said CCRKBA Chairman Alan 

Gottlieb, “Democrats have painted themselves as the 

party of gun control by disappearing rather than 

debating measures to strengthen the firearm civil 

rights of Iowa citizens.” 

 

Gottlieb is co-author of These Dogs Don't Hunt: The 

Democrats’ War on Guns with Dave Workman. He 

noted that Democrats claim they were ‘double-

crossed’ because the bills were scheduled for debate 

today, allegedly not giving them adequate time to 

prepare amendments. Yet, he said, it was reported that 

they had already offered at least one amendment to 

one of the bills.  “We are disappointed,” he said, “that 

once again Democrats choose to be disingenuous 

about ducking out on gun owners. It is a sad example 

of legislative cowardice, since both bills will likely 

pass the Republican-controlled House. Iowa’s 

Democrat caucus can't run away from that and live in 

denial.  “It is telling that Iowa Democratic Party 

Chairwoman Sue Dvorsky referred to both of these 

measures as ‘dangerous bills’ when she spoke with the 

Des Moines Register,” Gottlieb noted. “There is 

nothing dangerous about protecting a civil right 

already delineated in several state constitutions and 

the Bill of Rights, nor is there anything dangerous 

about expanding the self-defense rights of Hawkeye 

State citizens. Democrats are living in denial if they 

think they can delay these measures into obscurity.  “I 

will remind them of the words spoken by Dr. Martin 

Luther King,” he concluded. “A right delayed is a 

right denied.” 

  

CCRKBA BLASTS EMANUEL’S PROPOSED 

ILLINOIS GUN REGISTRATION SCHEME  

BELLEVUE, WA – Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel’s 

proposal to slap law-abiding Illinois gun owners with 

a handgun registration mandate that includes a $65 

per-gun fee is “nothing more than a maneuver to 

discourage gun ownership in the face of court rulings 

that have gone against Chicago’s stubborn gun ban 

mentality,” the Citizens Committee for the Right to 

Keep and Bear Arms said today. Under Emanuel’s 

proposal, any Illinois resident purchasing a handgun 

would be hit with the $65 registration requirement, 

which is over and above current statutory 

requirements that include possession of a Firearm 

Owner’s Identification (FOID) card.  “This is Rahm 

Emanuel’s childish strategy of striking back at the 

Second Amendment,” said CCRKBA Chairman Alan 

M. Gottlieb. “Chicago lost before the Supreme Court 

in the landmark McDonald case, and its horribly 

written handgun ordinance has also been rejected by a 

federal appeals court.  “Because he is on the losing 

end of the gun rights battle,” Gottlieb continued, 

“Mayor Emanuel now wants to take out his frustration 

on every law-abiding gun owner in Illinois. This is the 

kind of reaction one expects from a five-year-old 

throwing a temper tantrum, but it should be beneath 

the dignity of an adult who is supposed to be the 

leader of one of the nation’s largest cities.”  Emanuel 

claims that his measure is aimed at helping police, 

parents and community groups. But State Rep. 

Brandon Phelps, a Harrisburg Democrat, called the 

http://www.ccrkba.org/
http://ilga.gov/legislation/billstatus.asp?DocNum=5831&GAID=11&GA=97&DocTypeID=HB&LegID=66328&SessionID=84
http://ilga.gov/legislation/billstatus.asp?DocNum=5167&GAID=11&GA=97&DocTypeID=HB&LegID=65285&SessionID=84


proposal a “slap in the face of every law-abiding gun 

owner.” Gottlieb concurs with that assessment.  

“Rahm Emanuel is a both a product, and a 

philosophical poster child, of two anti-gun 

administrations,” he said. “He served in both the 

Clinton and Obama administrations, always as point 

man on gun control initiatives. He does not seem to 

grasp the reality that American citizens, including 

those living in Illinois, have a constitutionally-

protected civil right to keep and bear arms for their 

personal protection.  “Mayor Emanuel’s crass effort to 

infringe on that right through legislative demagoguery 

is insulting and immature,” Gottlieb said. “This is the 

kind of behavior that continues to land Chicago in 

court, and pretty soon, taxpayers will grow tired of 

entertaining his anti-gun agenda with their dollars.” 

 
 **With more than 650,000 members and supporters 

nationwide, the Citizens Committee for the Right to Keep 

and Bear Arms is one of the nation’s premier gun rights 

organizations. As a non-profit organization, the Citizens 

Committee is dedicated to preserving firearms freedoms 

through active lobbying of elected officials and facilitating 

grass-roots organization of gun rights activists in local 

communities throughout the United States. The Citizens 

Committee can be reached by phone at (425) 454-4911, on 

the Internet at www.ccrkba.org or by email to 

InformationRequest@ccrkba.org. 

 http://www.ccrkba.org/ 
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**Alerts** 

 
GOA - It’s Time for Corrupt Attorney General 

Eric Holder to “Pay the Piper”; GOA petitions the 

House Speaker to move the Gosar Resolution 
 

It’s becoming obvious that the corrupt, virulently 

anti-gun Attorney General Eric Holder thinks he can 

stonewall Congress in connection with his cover-up of 

the Fast & Furious Operation.  

  

That Justice Department program sent over 2,000 

illegal firearms to Mexican drug cartels, leaving over 

300 Mexican nationals and two U.S. agents dead.  

  

Yet, Holder continues to lie under oath and to 

stonewall Congress. 

  

He has sent only 6,400 pages of the 83,000 

documents demanded by a congressional committee -

– and many of these are nothing but blackened sheets 

of paper. Furthermore, he has absolutely refused to 

provide documents which would tell Congress “what 

Holder knew and when did he know it” -– claiming 

that these are “deliberative” in nature.  

  

He has lied under oath, testifying that he didn’t 

know of Fast and Furious, even though at least seven 

relevant memoranda had been sent to him, dating as 

far back as July, 2010.            

  

And, perhaps worst of all, the House appears to be 

putting on the kid gloves and taking the pressure off 

this perjurer who continues to harass gun owners as 

the nation’s chief law enforcement officer.  

  

So the time to act is now. We need to encourage 

House Speaker Boehner to move the Gosar resolution 

expressing “no confidence” in the corrupt Attorney 

General.  

  

Yeah. We know. We know. It would be far better 

to just impeach Holder. 

  

But we believe that House action condemning 

Holder would be so rare -– would garner so much 

press attention –- and would receive such broad 

support in the House -- that it would place enormous 

pressure on Barack Obama, in an election year, to 

simply push Holder out the door. 

  

ACTION: Please sign your name to the petition 

provided by GOA and send it to House Speaker John 

Boehner. Click here to go to the Speaker's web contact 

form. 

  

PETITION TO HOUSE SPEAKER JOHN 

BOEHNER 
  

Whereas the Justice Department’s Operation Fast 

and Furious resulted in over 2,000 firearms being 

http://www.ccrkba.org/
mailto:InformationRequest@ccrkba.org
http://www.ccrkba.org/
http://www.ccrkba.org/
../../FOAC/FOAC/Publications/Articles/New/Gun%20Owners%20of%20America
http://www.gunowners.org/ordergoamem.htm
http://www.speaker.gov/Contact/
http://www.speaker.gov/Contact/


shipped across the Mexican border to Mexican drug 

cartels; 

  

Whereas Fast & Furious firearms turned up at the 

murder scenes of over 300 Mexican nationals -– and 

two Fast and Furious firearms turned up at the murder 

scene of U.S. Border Agent Brian Terry;  

  

Whereas the Justice Department knew that it had 

neither the logistical nor the legal ability to track the 

Fast and Furious firearms which it was deliberately 

allowing to be transported to Mexican drug cartels; 

  

Whereas, Attorney General Eric Holder testified 

before the House on May 3, 2011, that he had only 

known of Operation Fast and Furious for a “few 

weeks”;  

  

Whereas CBS Evening News reported on October 

3, 2011, that Attorney General Holder had received no 

fewer than seven memoranda on the Fast and Furious 

program, dating back to July, 2010; 

  

Whereas it is not a legal defense that a principal 

such as Attorney General Holder deliberately ignored 

the written advice of his attorneys and his 

subordinates in a case where his ignorance resulted in 

over 300 murders; 

  

Whereas Attorney General Holder has politicized 

the Justice Department and has brought disgrace to 

himself and the department he heads; 

  

Whereas the only acceptable outcome is for 

Attorney General Holder to be removed from his 

position of trust, in anticipation of a full investigation 

of his criminal culpability;  

  

Be it therefore resolved, that  
  

As a member of Gun Owners of America, I call 

upon House Speaker John Boehner to schedule 

immediate House floor consideration of Congressman 

Gosar’s resolution expressing “no confidence” in 

Attorney General Eric Holder.  

 

GOA - Where Does Romney Stand Today on 

the Second Amendment?  Gun Owners of America 

today sent an Open Letter to Gov. Mitt Romney, 

asking him -- yet again -- to submit his survey 

responses to GOA. “We sent you a questionnaire not 

once, not twice but three times now,” said GOA Vice 

Chairman Tim Macy.  “What did you send back? A 

form letter stating you are pro-Second Amendment -- 

with absolutely nothing to back up this laughable 

claim. As Governor, you were proudly anti-Second 

Amendment, but as you have with most issues, you 

have now changed your stripes to spots.”GOA has 

posted a description of Romney’s Second Amendment 

record at: http://gunowners.org/mittromney-2012.htm   

In this analysis, you will see his past support for all of 

Massachusetts’ strict gun control laws, including his 

support for semi-auto bans and waiting periods.  Mitt 

Romney said in a recent speech that he was “severely 

conservative” as Governor of Massachusetts. But if 

that’s true, then why is he steadfastly refusing to 

answer the Gun Owners of America questionnaire on 

Second Amendment issues?  GOA’s Tim Macy asks: 

“Do you want to clear up this possible misconception 

I (and most members of Gun Owners of America) 

have about you? If you do, then call me at (916) 984-

1400. Even better, why don’t you fill out one of the 

THREE GOA questionnaires we’ve sent to you so that 

millions of American gun owners will know where 

you stand?”  GOA would ask its members to forward 

our open letter -- which can be read at 

http://gunowners.org/open-letter-romney.htm -- to 

Gov. Romney.  You may contact Mitt Romney at:  

Email: info@mittromney.com; Phone: (857) 288-3500 

  

GOA - Another Obama Nominee Confirmed to 

the Bench  Last week, we alerted you to a radical 

anti-gun nominee President Obama named to the 

federal bench, Jesse Furman.  To no one’s surprise, 

Furman is cut from the same judicial cloth as other 

Obama nominees such as Sonia Sotomayor and Elena 

Kagan.  For instance, in an article published a number 

of years ago—but from which Furman has not 

distanced himself—he writes that: “Probably the best 

explanation for the amount of violent crime in the 

United States is its fascination with guns.”  GOA 

members flooded the Senate with emails, and many 

Senators voted against Furman. But Majority Leader 

Harry Reid kept every single Democrat in lock-step 

with the Obama agenda, and Furman was confirmed 

to a lifetime appointment to the bench on a vote of 62-

34. Republicans Jon Kyl and John McCain (AZ), Bob 

Corker and Lamar Alexander (TN), Susan Collins and 

Olympia Snowe (ME), Jeff Sessions (AL), Lisa 

Murkowski (AK), Scott Brown (MA), and Lindsey 
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Graham (SC) joined all Democrats in voting for 

Furman.  This vote serves to highlight the difficulty in 

protecting the courts from anti-Second Amendment 

nominees who come before the Congress. Obama will 

continue to nominate far left gun grabbers, and Harry 

Reid will be his go-to guy for confirmation votes.  

And if Obama wins a second term, his agenda will 

become only more brazen. That’s why a top goal of 

GOA in 2012 is to help elect as many truly pro-gun 

friends as we can to the U.S. Senate.  It is crucial that 

Harry Reid does not retain the gavel next year. But it 

is not enough to just elect members of the opposing 

party. We need to elect strong candidates who 

understand the Constitution and who will not bow to 

pressure from the White House—whoever the 

occupant may be—or from the leadership of either 

party in the Congress. 

  

GOA - Urgent: Harry Reid Bringing Another 

Anti-gun Obama Nominee to Senate Floor Soon  
There is probably no federal district court in the 

country which is more important than the U.S. District 

Court for the Southern District of New York, in 

downtown Manhattan.  So when a nominee with a real 

anti-gun history is nominated for that court, gun 

owners need to sit up and take notice. In particular, on 

Friday morning, February 17, Senate Majority Leader 

Harry Reid will force a vote on the nomination of 

Jesse M. Furman to a lifetime appointment on the 

Southern District court.   Furman has all of the usual 

liberal views that frequently go hand-in-hand with 

advocacy of gun control.  But what caught our 

attention was an article he wrote, admittedly when he 

was younger, entitled “Bang bang you’re dead. The 

NRA supplied the lead.”  Really?  Let us entertain you 

with some of Furman’s views, stated in that article:  

“Probably the best explanation for the amount of 

violent crime in the United States is its fascination 

with guns.”  “A second pressing issue is related to 

semiautomatic weapons – military assault guns [sic] 

that are easily converted to automatic fully automatic 

weapons [sic].”  “There is no reason that gun owners 

should not be required to register their guns.”  Really!  

We find it hard to believe that, once on the bench for a 

lifetime appointment, Furman would not attempt to 

achieve gun bans and gun registration by judicial fiat.   

Well, says Furman, he was young and stupid when he 

wrote that article. And we certainly agree with that.  

But there is not a scintilla of evidence that Furman’s 

views have changed over the years.  We have dealt 

with judicial nominees before (like Sonia Sotomayor) 

who argue that their writings are not reflective of their 

views. And, once confirmed, they always return to 

their previously-held positions. 

  

GOA - Huge Issue Looming Under the Surface 

of Presidential Politics  While most people would 

rate the economy and jobs as the most important 

issues in the 2012 Presidential campaign, another 

issue of overwhelming importance would be the 

United Nations Arms Trade Treaty.   Many 

Americans have never heard of this treaty. But 

President Obama and Hillary Clinton reversed the 

position of President Bush and are pushing a UN 

treaty that could ban large classes of firearms (such as 

semi-automatic firearms) and license everything else.  

In secretive, behind-closed-door meetings, the UN 

committee charged with drafting the Arms Trade 

Treaty language has covered lots of ground. From 

deciding how to force the US to reduce its military 

strength, to deciding if every American should give up 

our guns, these folks have every intention of 

weakening our ability to protect our nation.  If this 

treaty were to be ratified by the United States Senate, 

every American citizen's Second Amendment rights 

would be threatened by the United Nations. If that 

doesn't scare every freedom-loving American, nothing 

will! This is one of the biggest reasons why Gun 

Owners of America believes the most important 

elections in 2012 after the Presidential race are in the 

United States Senate, where we must take the gavel 

away from left-wing dictator Senator Harry Reid.  

There is only one Republican candidate running 

for President who has not committed to reversing 

the Obama/Clinton position on the Arms Trade 

Treaty -- Mitt Romney.  While every other candidate 

still in the running for the Republican Presidential 

nomination has said they would oppose this treaty, 

Mitt Romney has refused to state his position, 

refusing to answer the Gun Owners of America 

questionnaire on this and many other gun-related 

issues.  Many in the media have tried to coronate Mitt 

Romney as the eventual nominee, but we think the 

nomination is still up for grabs. This is why we want 

to get every Republican on record.    There is too 

much at stake to allow Mitt Romney a "pass" on this 

issue. With the field getting smaller--we need an 

answer from Romney.  Gun Owners of America is 

asking every person who reads this alert to contact the 

Romney campaign and ask why he is ducking our 



Questionnaire, especially on the question of the UN 

Arms Trade Treaty.   

  You can email the Romney headquarters at 

info@mittromney.com, or call 857-288-3500. Let him 

know what you think and tell him you would like an 

answer. Time is running out. It's time to get EVERY 

candidate to answer the tough questions. Stop 

dodging, Mitt . . . start answering.  

  

GOA - Obama's Favorite Republican  We told 

you about the most anti-gun Republican in the U.S. 

Senate, Dick Lugar of Indiana.  MSNBC calls Lugar 

“Obama’s favorite Republican.”  And it’s no wonder; 

Lugar voted for Obama’s anti-gun Supreme Court 

nominees, and both the President and the Senator 

support banning guns.  But don’t take our word for it 

– listen to what Lugar said when he was running for 

president in 1996 about his support for the Clinton 

gun ban.  In this YouTube video, Lugar brags about 

his vote and implies that supporters of the Second 

Amendment lack “common sense.” The year the so-

call “assault weapons” ban passed, Lugar also 

received a contribution from leftist George Soros.  

Even worse, Lugar supports the global, UN small 

arms treaty. And if Republicans take back control of 

the Senate – which is likely in 2012 – Lugar will 

become chairman of the Foreign Relations 

Committee. You can bet Lugar will pull out all the 

stops to cram that treaty through the Senate.  

Thankfully, this year we have a tremendous 

opportunity to defeat Lugar.  Richard Mourdock, 

Indiana’s current State Treasurer, is battling Obama’s 

favorite Republican in the state’s May 8th Republican 

primary.  Mourdock is a genuine gun rights supporter. 

He will oppose the anti-gun agendas of Obama, the 

UN, and the leaders of either political party. Richard 

Mourdock has the pro-gun community and grassroots 

conservatives on his side.  Where Lugar has an 

advantage is in money, which is pouring in from his 

liberal allies across the country. In fact, he is already 

up on TV misleading voters about his record, and he 

will stay on the air through the primary.  But if gun 

owners and sportsmen from across the country all chip 

in a few bucks, while we might not be able to out raise 

Lugar, we can ensure that Mourdock will have enough 

to get his message out to the voters.  So check out this 

31-second commercial, and then please visit 

www.richardmourdock.com and click the “Donate 

Now” button.  Working together, we can send Lugar 

packing, before he does even more damage to our gun 

rights. 
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NSSF – Bullet Points - Santorum Provides 

Views on Sportsmen’s Issues 

(Columbus, OH) –On the day before the pivotal 

“Super Tuesday” primaries, former Pennsylvania 

Senator Rick Santorum sat down for an interview with 

the staff leadership of the U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance 

to discuss issues important to hunters, trappers and 

anglers.  

The USSA staff present for the interview with 

Santorum were: Bud Pidgeon (President and CEO); 

Rob Sexton (Senior Vice President); Doug Jeanneret 

(Vice President, Marketing); and Evan Heusinkveld 

(Director, State Services). 

Here is the interview by issue topic: 
 

Topic One:  Hunting Recruitment and Hunting Access 
 

Jeanneret:  One of the issues facing sportsmen these 

days are dwindling numbers of sportsmen.  It’s a 

really big issue.  The conservation community, every 

national group… if you talked to any of them it’s a 

concern of theirs.  One of the things we would like to 

ask you, the Department of Interior oversees U.S. Fish 

and Wildlife Service, which oversees federal game 

laws.  In your opinion, should they be helping us 

create hunters, fishermen, trappers and promoting that 

ethic out there? 
 

Santorum: I hear you but I am looking at where we are 

from the standpoint from the deficit.  I mean a lot of people 

ask me, where are you for federal dollars for this or that?  

We are borrowing 42 cents of every dollar right now and for 

me to commit any new dollars to do anything would be a 

tough thing.  If you are talking about within the literature, 

for example that comes out, and we do things to talk about 
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hunting and fishing opportunities… if it’s in the context of 

what the agency generally does and making sure that people 

are aware of opportunities and things like that to sort of 

reinforce the importance or nature of the sports. I have no 

problem with that.  It’s different if you’re saying we need to 

spend new dollars to do this. 
 

Jeanneret:  We’re not. 
 

Sexton: We’re not.  The pot of money we are 

talking about would be excise tax dollars that come 

from ammunition sales, firearm sales, fishing tackle 

sales. That money typically gets spent back on 

conservation issues and sportsmen issues anyways.  

 We are looking for some prioritization of that money 

to programs that will get people into the field and get 

them out and open up new land for them to hunt on 

and things like that. 
 

Santorum: I have no problem.  I mean if you are asking 

me if I am going to be friendly to opening up federal lands 

for more sportsmen activity the answer is absolutely yes. If 

you are talking about if we are going to take federal lands in 

the extent we can and turn them over to private sector or 

turn them over to the state the answer is yes. I think this is an 

opportunity for us. We have way too much federal land and 

way too many restrictions on the federal lands that we have.  

I will be working with a whole variety of different 

conservation groups, not environmental groups, conservation 

groups as well as sportsmen groups to see what avenues we 

can pursue to make that a much more welcoming 

environment for sportsmen and for recreation. 
 

Sexton: For years our community put our money 

towards reestablishing species, whether it be deer or 

turkey or pheasant or what have you.  Returning to the 

idea of hunters, one of the biggest factors is the 

urbanization of America.  Guys give up hunting 

because they have to drive 2½ hours to get to a place 

to hunt.  I am just bringing this around full circle so 

you know where we are coming from.  We have used 

our money… the firearm tax money and the fishing 

tackle money.  That money is supposed to be put back 

into the resource so that you get back more hunters 

and anglers.  Of course they (hunters) have a huge 

economic impact as you know from your own home 

state.  What we are looking for now… we want to see 

investment in programs so that a guy doesn’t have to 

drive 2 hours outside of Pittsburgh to get to hunt. 
 

Santorum:  I am okay with that as long as…you are going 

to find if you look at my record one of the programs I am not 

a fan of is CRP. I know a lot of CRP land is used for habitat 

but we shouldn’t be paying farmers not to farm. I mean if 

you want to use that money to pay farmers to keep habitat 

for pheasant, turkey, whatever…great, but I don’t think we 

should be using money that encourages farmers not to farm 

their land for environmental purposes.  It’s not (CRP) as you 

know, it’s not intended for wildlife habitat.  It was intended 

for runoff and all sorts of other things to preserve the 

ecology.  I understand a lot of hunters and sportsmen 

actually feel very passionate about the CRP program.  I 

don’t.  Just being very up front with you.  If you want to use 

the knowledge for that, that’s one thing but we shouldn’t use 

ag (agriculture) dollars for that. 
  
Topic Two: HR 4089, The Sportsmen’s Heritage Act of 

2012 
 

Heusinkveld:  We have a piece of legislation we 

have been working on in D.C.  It’s called the 

Sportsmen’s Heritage Act of 2012.  It’s a package of 

four different pieces of legislation.  It would close 

legal loopholes that anti-hunters have used to shut 

down access to sportsmen to federal lands.  It has a 

provision, “open until closed,” which mandates that 

these federal lands are open (to hunting, shooting, and 

fishing) until closed by the agency because they’ve 

got specific reason or cause or evidence that it needs 

to be done.  The way the current law works, they 

(federal land management agencies) have to open 

every single piece of land.  That opens up the 

opportunity to be sued by anti-hunters and animal 

rights groups. 
 

Santorum: I’m for it.  (referring to supporting HR 4089) 
 

Heusinkveld: Great. 
 

Santorum:  Government should make things available 

unless there is a reason it shouldn’t be. 
  
Topic Three: Dog Breeding and the Humane Society of 

the United States 
 

Sexton: I think you are probably aware of a lot of 

the media coverage over issues of substandard dog 

breeding operations. There has been a 50 state 

campaign to address the issue but the issue has gotten 

out of control.  The laws that are being written heavily 

impact folks who aren’t large breeders, but operate 

sporting dog kennels, hobby breeders instead of going 

after… 
 

Santorum: …that’s actually why we thought about doing 

this at the federal level so we could get all the folks and 

interested parties in doing it.  I mean you actually probably 

know I supported some of this because of it was in 

conjunction with a problem we were having with the 

importation of dogs and cats, but mostly dogs from China 



where there are huge, huge problems with dogs, huge amount 

of dogs dying in transportation and other types of problems 

and so that was clearly a federal government issue because it 

has to do with trade so this was sort of piggy backed on that 

bill.  But it has been a chronic problem for us in 

Pennsylvania too in the Amish areas.  It became sort of a 

wildfire issue for me and as far as I know they didn’t have 

this (state) effort, which I understand they do now, to try and 

take care of this in the 50 states.  I know each state is dealing 

with it differently.  But if you look at that law we put together 

we were very, very conscious of hobby breeders.  We were 

very conscious of making sure we were talking about large 

commercial operations, not somebody that was breeding a 

few bitches you know every year or two. 
 

Sexton:  I think one of the concerns about the issue 

nationally is that the chief proponent of the overall 

issue was the Humane Society of the United States, 

who the hunting community regards as the top anti-

hunting group.  The bills have been written in wide 

funnel methodology that would… well in 

Pennsylvania the law they proposed would have put 

every sporting dog kennel out of existence. We 

couldn’t find even one in compliance with their 

proposal. 
 

Santorum:  I am not surprised by that.  We dealt with 

both the AKC and the HSUS.  There were a lot of issues that 

ultimately would go back and forth that we are not able to 

resolve and as a result probably just set them aside.  You 

know for me this was trying to do something that was 

reasonable. I do believe in people’s ability to raise their own 

animals, but I also believe when animals go into the home as 

most of these animals do, you have to have consumer 

protection standards so you’re not having defective animals 

and animals that have temper problems and other types of 

problems coming into people’s homes.  How many folks do 

you know that their dog is like their child?  You just can’t 

introduce an animal into the home without having some sort 

of standards that are set in place. 
 

Sexton:  Are you aware of the issues between the 

Humane Society of the United States and the 

Sportsmen’s Community? 
 

Santorum:  Sure.  I am very aware of it.  I understand 

there are issues between them (HSUS) and production 

agriculture which is even worse than it is with the Humane 

Society and the sportsmen.  I think you’ll find I am very 

reasonable guy.  I do believe we should be good stewards.  

We have dominion over animals.  We have dominion over the 

earth and we have to be responsible for the treatment of 

them.  I know most sportsmen are but unfortunately there 

are some breeders who aren’t.  As a result this is the same 

thing as everything else when you have people that do not live 

up to those conditions.  Everyone else has to deal with 

regulations as a result of that.  You can’t just turn a blind eye 

to it.  You can’t just say well it’s too bad there are some bad 

people out there but too bad.  I just don’t think that’s what 

laws are for.  People keep a minimum standard for the care 

of and treatment of animals. 
 

Sexton:   You know you can draw a parallel when 

you think about it like firearms regulations and laws.  

We are after law breakers, not the law abiding and the 

same would be true on this issue. 
 

Santorum: The concern is that we heard from some 

sportsmen groups and breeders that government shouldn’t 

be involved with us at all.  Well, I don’t buy that.  I mean you 

know if you want to police yourself…but you’re not because I 

can point to lots of kennels where you’re not.  So if you’re 

not, someone is going to have to police it, otherwise you can 

run the videos and show the American public and you’re 

going to lose because no one is going to want to see animals 

treated like this and hear the stories that are going on.  I 

mean, Americans loves our pets so we have to be reasonable.  

What I found is that vast majority of breeders are very 

reasonable.  Some who don’t believe in any government 

regulation of anything and they have been out there speaking 

against me as I have heard in some of the states, but my 

feeling is we need responsible laws just make sure were 

hitting the irresponsible people  not the responsible ones. 
 

NSSF – Bullet Points - FEBRUARY 2012 NSSF-

ADJUSTED NICS BACKGROUND CHECKS UP 31.4% . . . 

The February 2012 NSSF-adjusted National Instant 

Criminal Background Check System (NICS) figure of 

1,266,344 is an increase of 31.4 percent over the 

NSSF-adjusted NICS figure of 963,746 in February 

2011. For comparison, the unadjusted February 2012 

NICS figure of 1,734,646 reflects a 18.6 percent 

increase from the unadjusted NICS figure of 

1,463,138 in February 2011. This marks the 21st 

straight month that NSSF-adjusted NICS figures have 

increased when compared to the same period the 

previous year. 
 

NSSF – Bullet Points - CHICAGO MAYOR AND 

ANTI-GUN LEGISLATORS PUSH EXTREME BILLS . . . 
Lawmakers in Springfield, Ill., have been busy trying 

to further strip the constitutional rights of firearm 

owners and retailers in Illinois. The House Executive 

Committee last week voted on two pieces of anti-gun 

legislation: House Bill 5167, which would impose a 2 

percent sales tax on ammunition, and House Bill 

5831, which would impose handgun registration 

throughout the state. Please continue to contact your 

state representative today and urge him or her to 

oppose HB 5167 and HB 5831. 
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NSSF – Bullet Points - SECOND AMENDMENT 

NOT CONFINED TO HOME . . . A federal court in 

Maryland just ruled that the Second Amendment right 

to bear arms extends beyond the home. In the case 

brought by the Second Amendment Foundation, 

Wollard v. Sheridan, a Maryland resident was denied 

a concealed carry permit renewal and the court 

determined that citizens may not be required by the 

state to offer a "good and substantial reason" for 

concealed carry. U.S. District Court Judge Benson 

Everett Legg explained that ". . . the Second 

Amendment's protections must extend beyond the 

home: neither hunting nor militia training is a 

household activity, and 'self-defense has to take place 

wherever [a] person happens to be.' 
 

NSSF – Bullet Points - CHICAGO WRITES BIG 

CHECK TO SAF . . . The Second Amendment 

Foundation received a check for $399,950 recently for 

recovery of legal fees expended in McDonald v. City 

of Chicago, the landmark Supreme Court case that 

struck down the city's ban on handgun ownership. The 

check, signed by Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel, is 

the largest the foundation has ever received, said SAF 

founder and Executive Vice President Alan Gottlieb. 

According to an Examiner.com news report, the funds 

will be directed into Moore v. Madigan, litigation that 

is challenging the constitutionality of Illinois state 

laws that prohibit the carrying of loaded firearms for 

personal protection. 
 

NSSF – Bullet Points - SENATOR TAKES ON 

WASHINGTON POST OVER VIOLENCE IN MEXICO . . . 
Sen. John Coryn (R-Texas), writing in the National 

Review, took The Washington Post to task for a recent 

editorial blaming American policies for exacerbating 

violence in Mexico. "No question, the United States 

should be doing more to help Mexico stem the rising 

tide of drug-related violence," said Coryn. "But we 

should also be skeptical of claims that American gun 

laws are at the root of the problem." 
 

NSSF – Bullet Points - N.J. FAMILIES AFIELD 

BILL PASSES STATE SENATE COMMITTEE . . . S.1083, 

which is aimed at allowing mentored youth ages 10 

and older and adults to hunt under an apprentice 

license, has been passed by the New Jersey Senate 

Environment and Energy Committee. You may follow 

online the progress of the legislation, whose primary 

sponsors are Sen. Bob Smith and Stephen M. 

Sweeney. 

February 20, 2012 
 

NSSF – Bullet Points - DESPITE FAILED SYSTEM, 

CALIFORNIA PROCEEDS WITH ITS OWN . . . Canada's 

House of Commons last week voted to nullify a long-

gun registry law that had been in place since 1995. 

The bill still needs to be ratified by the Canadian 

Senate. Public Safety Minister Vic Toews said of the 

registry, "It does nothing to help put an end to gun 

crimes, nor has it saved one Canadian life. It 

criminalizes hard-working and law-abiding citizens 

such as farmers and sport shooters, and it has been a 

billion-dollar boondoggle left to us by the previous 

Liberal government." Read more about this long 

overdue action, as reported in Canada's National Post. 

Despite this example of such legislation being not 

only ineffective and costly, but also an erosion of 

personal freedom, California passed its own long-gun 

registration law in the fall of 2011. 

 

NSSF – Bullet Points - TUCSON TO HOST 

SHOTGUN WORLD CUP . . . USA Shooting has 

announced the selection of the Tucson Trap & Skeet 

Club as the host site for the 2012 International 

Shooting Sports Federation Shotgun World Cup, 

where more than 250 of the world's best shotgunners 

are expected to compete. The competition in Arizona 

is set for March 24-31. The event will be one of two 

final World Cup stops prior to this summer's Olympic 

Games in London. 
 

NSSF – Bullet Points - PETITION TO BAN LEAD 

FISHING TACKLE FAILS AGAIN . . . The 

Environmental Protection Agency has rejected a 

second petition by the Center for Biological Diversity 

to ban lead in fishing tackle under the Toxic 

Substance Control Act (TSCA). In 2010, EPA denied 

a CBD petition to ban traditional ammunition 

containing lead components. Despite these favorable 

decisions, NSSF and the American Sportfishing 

Association continue to stress that such bans are 

unwarranted due to lack of supporting scientific 

evidence, that species populations are not adversely 

impacted by use of these products and that such bans 

would reduce hunter/angler participation and funding 

for conservation. Bipartisan legislation -- the Hunting, 

Fishing and Recreational Shooting Sports Protection 

Act (S. 838/H.R. 1558) -- has been introduced to 

prevent a federal ban on lead in ammunition and 

fishing tackle. The Outdoor Sports Protection Act 
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(H.R. 1445) also has been introduced. Help support 

the legislation.  
 

NSSF – Bullet Points - ANOTHER LOSS FOR 

SUNDAY HUNTING IN VIRGINIA . . . Legislation to end 

Virginia's ban on Sunday hunting failed by a 4-3 vote 

in a House subcommittee last week. The measure, 

which had previously sailed through the Senate and 

enjoyed broad bi-partisan support amongst rank-and-

file Republicans and Democrats in the House, was 

killed by an apparent absence of GOP leadership. The 

full House never had an opportunity to express the 

will of its constituents statewide. Read more about the 

future of the legislation on the NSSF Blog and from 

The Roanoke Times' Mark Taylor. 
 

NSSF – Bullet Points - BUDGET WILL HELP 

HUNTERS AND SHOOTERS ACCESS PUBLIC LANDS . . 

. Reduced access to federal lands is cited as a primary 

reason that hunters, anglers and target shooters stop 

participating in these traditional sports. Given this, 

NSSF is pleased that the Fiscal Year 2013 budget 

includes a total of $7.5 million for improving hunting 

and shooting access to federal lands administered by 

the Departments of Agriculture and Interior. Read 

more. 
 

NSSF – Bullet Points - STOP TRADITIONAL 

AMMUNITION BAN IN IOWA . . . Pro-sportsmen 

legislation (House Joint Resolution 2001) that would 

stop Iowa from banning traditional shot for dove 

hunting must be brought up for a vote in the state 

Senate -- an effort that is being vigorously opposed by 

anti-hunting forces. This legislation has already 

cleared the House. NSSF is encouraging all 

sportsmen, gun owners and firearms enthusiasts to 

contact these state senators today and urge them to 

help secure a floor vote on HJR 2001. Please take a 

few additional minutes and contact your state senator 

as well. 
 

NSSF – Bullet Points - DECEMBER FIREARMS 

AND AMMUNITION IMPORT AND EXPORT DATA . . . 

NSSF reports that overall U.S. imports (in units) in six 

sporting arms and ammunition categories increased 

3.2 percent in December compared to the same month 

the previous year. December imported units in tracked 

categories totaled 130.1 million, up from 126.1 

million reported in December 2010. December 

exports were down 41.3 percent compared to 

December 2010. December exported units in tracked 

categories totaled 64.7 million, down from 110.3 

million reported in December 2010. Additional 

detailed import and export data on handguns, 

shotguns, rifles, muzzleloaders, cartridges and 

shotshells is available to NSSF members by logging in 

at nssf.org/members and clicking NSSF Industry 

Research then selecting Monthly Firearm Import / 

Export Data. 
 

NSSF – Bullet Points - QDMA RELEASES 2012 

WHITETAIL REPORT . . . The Quality Deer 

Management Association has released its 2012 

Whitetail Report. The annual report on the status of 

white-tailed deer contains information on 

state/provincial deer harvests during the past three 

seasons, recent trends, the most pressing issues facing 

whitetails and more. View the report. 

February 27, 2012 

 

NSSF – Bullet Points - BOEHNER: 'MOST 

IMPORTANT ELECTION OF OUR LIFETIME' . . . The 

National Shooting Sports Foundation Political Action 

Committee welcomed House Speaker John Boehner 

(R-Ohio) to the NSSF Winter Board of Governors 

Meetings last week. Mr. Boehner discussed with 

NSSF board members the importance of the upcoming 

election, calling it "the most important election of our 

lifetime." He thanked America's firearms and 

ammunition industry for the contribution it makes to 

the nation's economy. "It was a great honor to have 

Speaker Boehner join us in Florida for our reception," 

said NSSF Senior Vice President and General Counsel 

Lawrence G. Keane. "This was a tremendous 

opportunity for industry leaders to engage with the 

speaker on key legislative and regulatory matters 

affecting the global marketplace and our industry." 

Since its inception two years ago, the NSSF PAC has 

quickly and steadily gained political momentum -- a 

necessity in today's political climate where anti-gun 

and anti-hunting forces remain intent on restricting the 

lawful commerce of firearms and destroying 

America's hunting heritage. 

 

NSSF – Bullet Points - RUGER SALES JUMP 45 

PERCENT IN FOURTH QUARTER . . . Sturm, Ruger & 

Co. (NYSE:RGR) reported that fourth-quarter sales 

were up 45 percent compared to the same period the 

previous year. For 2011, sales were up 29 percent 

compared to 2010. Said CEO Michael Fifer, "In 2011, 

new product introductions were a significant 
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component of our sales growth as new product sales 

represented $98.6 million, or 30 percent, of sales in 

2011." Ruger's fourth quarter results easily beat Wall 

Street expectations for both revenue and earnings. 
 

NSSF – Bullet Points - WHAT'S TRENDING? 

HANDGUNS . . . Glock, Smith & Wesson, Ruger, Colt 

and SIG Sauer were the most mentioned handgun 

brands online over the past month, according to data 

pulled by NSSF and social-media monitoring service 

Radian6. Click here to see how mentions of each 

brand fluctuated week to week. The chart data sourced 

from Radian6 tracked 55 top handgun manufacturers 

with a weekly sample of more than 5,000 online 

public mentions. Mentions come from a variety of 

social-media sites, including Twitter, Facebook, 

blogs, forums, YouTube and others. 
 

NSSF – Bullet Points - MEXICAN PRESIDENT 

CALLS FOR U.S. GUN CONTROL; NSSF RESPONDS . . . 

Mexican President Felipe Calderon recently unveiled 

a large sign with the English message "No more 

weapons!" on a Mexican bridge facing El Paso, 

Texas. Calderon used the unveiling of this sign to call 

for additional gun-control measures in the United 

States, including the reinstitution of a ban on modern 

sporting rifles. 

 

NSSF Bullet Points (above): 

 

================================ 

USSA News Alerts (below): 

U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance Foundation 
801 Kingsmill Parkway, Columbus, OH  43229 

Ph. 614/888-4868 • Fax 614/888-0326 

Website: www.ussportsmen.org • E-mail: 

info@ussportsmen.org 

U.S. Sportsmen's Alliance 

 

USSA - Presidential Candidates Talk 

Sportsmen’s Issues with USSA  (Columbus) –Like 

so many other states during the last 90 days, Ohio is 

now taking its turn as the center of the political storm. 

The Republican candidates for the White House are 

crisscrossing the Buckeye state to make their case to 

voters prior to tomorrow’s “Super Tuesday” primary.  

This full court press, in the backyard of the U.S. 

Sportsmen’s Alliance’s national headquarters, 

provided staff leadership a chance to visit and have 

dialogue with the campaigns and candidates.  

Today, former Pennsylvania Senator Rick 

Santorum agreed to sit down to talk about the most 

important issues facing sportsmen with USSA staff.  

Bud Pidgeon, USSA president and CEO; Rob Sexton, 

Senior Vice President; Doug Jeanneret, Vice President 

of Marketing; and Evan Heusinkveld, Director of 

State Services, spent 30 minutes with the presidential 

hopeful at an American Legion hall.  “I have spent my 

career fighting to preserve the 2nd Amendment and 

the traditions of the sportsman, and I will continue 

working to ensure these rights are never infringed 

upon,” said Sen. Santorum.  “I have to admit though, 

that one of the best things about being on this 

campaign was the Iowa pheasant hunts – and the high 

point for me was watching my oldest son take his first 

pheasant.”  Prior to the meeting, the Santorum 

campaign provided information on his views on 

hunting and second amendment rights.  Click here to 

read the Santorum document in its entirety. USSA 

will publish Sen. Santorum’s responses to questions 

asked by USSA leadership tomorrow on the 

organization’s website www.ussportsmen.org.    

Former Massachusetts Governor Mitt Romney’s 

campaign also provided information explaining his 

views on hunting and the second amendment.  Click 

here to read the Romney document in its entirety.   

Governor Romney recently addressed his feelings 

regarding our outdoor heritage during a campaign stop 

in Ohio on Feb. 29, 2012.   “My own view is, lets 

protect the second amendment, lets protect the right of 

Americans to bear arms, whether for hunting, for 

sportsmen, for personal protection, for whatever legal 

purpose someone might have,” said Romney.  The 

U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance was pleased to have a 

discourse with both candidates. 

“Given that one of these two men could very likely 

lead our country, it is vital for sportsmen to have 

every chance to learn more about where they stand on 

hunting, conservation and gun rights,” said Bud 

Pidgeon.  “We are very pleased to have had the 

opportunity to visit, and will continue to provide 

information on the candidates whenever possible.”  

 

USSA - Sportsmen’s Heritage Act Clears Key Hurdle 

Sportsmen Need to Call Their Congressmen Now 

The newly introduced House Resolution 4089—

strongly supported by the U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance 

(USSA) – has cleared the U.S. House of 

Representatives’ Natural Resources Committee and 
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awaits a vote before the full House.  The bill passed 

the committee by a vote of 27 to 16.   

HR 4089, which is a package of four high-priority 

bills will: 

 Classify BLM and US Forest Service land as 

open to hunting, fishing and recreational shooting 

unless closed or restricted based on scientific 

evidence;      

 Confirm that the federal Environmental 

Protection Agency (EPA) cannot ban lead in 

traditional ammunition or in sport fishing gear;  

 Protect recreational shooting on BLM National 

Monument land; and  

 Allow the import of legally hunted polar bear 

trophies now tangled in federal red-tape.  

 

 “USSA is pleased that the House Natural 

Resources Committee took such prompt action to 

approve H.R. 4089 -- the most important pro-hunting 

legislation since the 1997 Refuge Improvement Act,” 

said Bill Horn, USSA Director of Federal Affairs (and 

former Assistant Secretary of the U.S. Department of 

the Interior).  “We tip our hats to the 24 Republicans 

and three Democrats who supported the bill.”  Click 

here to view the vote breakdown.   The American 

Sportfishing Association, Congressional Sportsmen’s 

Foundation, National Rifle Association, National 

Shooting Sports Foundation, Safari Club 

International, USSA, and many other organizations 

are working hard to ensure passage by a broad bi-

partisan majority. 

 

USSA - USSA Files Comments on Texas 

Commercial Dog Breeder Rules  

Proposed Rules Could Destroy Sporting Dog 

Exemption  Last year, Texas’ legislature passed 

controversial House Bill 1451 aimed at regulating 

abusive large “commercial dog breeders.”  Originally, 

the bill would have classified many sporting dog 

owners as commercial dog breeders, subjecting them 

to numerous unnecessary and costly new regulations, 

government inspections, and permitting requirements.  

The U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance (USSA) and a large 

coalition of sportsmen, sporting dog organizations, 

shooting preserves, and other dog groups fought to 

stop the bill.   Ultimately, HB1451 was amended to 

exempt sporting dog owners before being signed into 

law.   
 

USSA - Anti’s Seek to Remove Hunter from 

California Commission 

Commissioner Under Attack for Legal Mountain Lion 

Hunt 

In one of their biggest attacks on hunting in recent 

years, the Humane Society of the United States 

(HSUS) and other anti-hunting organizations are 

seeking to remove a prominent hunter from the 

California Fish and Game Commission.   Commission 

President Daniel Richards is under attack from the 

world’s largest anti-hunting group after legally 

hunting a mountain lion in Idaho.  
 

USSA - Maryland’s Bad Bill Blurs the Line 

between Dogs and People  

Animal Rights Bill Would Reclassify Dog Owners as 

Dog “Guardians”  

Maryland House Bill 912, sponsored by Delegate A. 

Wade Kach (R- Cockeysville), will attempt to 

redefine the relationship between a dog and its owner.  

The bill deletes all references to dog ownership in 

current law and replaces those with dog guardianship 

language.  Under the bill, a person who has a dog will 

no longer be considered a dog “owner” but would 

instead be considered a dog “guardian.”  In other areas 

of law, a person who is a “guardian” has an extremely 

high responsibility for the person in their care.   

 

USSA - Combined National Bills Advance Sportsmen 

Interests 
Hunters and anglers have faced numerous federally 

imposed restrictions in recent years.  New legislation 

in Congress, to be put on a fast track in the U.S. 

House of Representatives, tackles some of the worst 

restrictions on our sporting heritage.  The newly 

introduced H.R. 4089—strongly supported by the U.S. 

Sportsmen’s Alliance – is a package of four high-

priority bills (Titles I-IV below) to protect and 

enhance hunting, fishing, and recreational shooting, 

especially on public lands. The new bill also addresses 

backdoor attempts to stop hunting and fishing, plus it 

allows the import of legally hunted polar bear trophies 

now tangled in federal red-tape. Enactment of H.R. 

4089 will be a win-win-win-win for all sportsmen. 
 

Title I is the former H.R. 2834 – the Recreational 

Fishing and Hunting Heritage and Opportunities Act. 

The U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance has been a long-time 

leader in the effort to pass this legislation. It mandates 

that National Forest and Bureau of Land Management 

(BLM) public lands are open, as a matter of law, to 
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fishing, hunting, and shooting until, or unless, closed 

for specific purposes and on the basis of necessity and 

sound evidence. This title also reverses a spate of 

activist judicial rulings to ensure that wildlife 

conservation and management activities may occur on 

Forest and BLM lands, including areas designated as 

Wilderness. 
 

Title II protects recreational shooting on BLM 

National Monument lands reversing recent 

unwarranted restrictions on this traditional activity. 

Growing restrictions on recreational shooting on 

public lands have become a major problem and this 

provision will fix that problem on BLM Monument 

lands. 
 

Title III allows the importation from Canada of 41 

polar bear trophies stuck in legal limbo. These 

trophies were taken before the bear was listed as an 

endangered species (over strong scientific objections 

from the hunting and conservation community) but 

could not be imported legally after the listing 

occurred. The provision enables hunters to bring home 

their taxidermy mounts. 
 

Title IV confirms that the federal Environmental 

Protection Agency (EPA) cannot ban lead in 

traditional ammunition or in sport fishing gear.  Anti-

hunting/anti-fishing activists, such as the radical 

Center for Biological Diversity, have been pressing—

and suing—EPA to ban traditional ammo and fishing 

tackle. This provision swiftly cuts these activists off at 

the pass. 

 

“USSA greatly appreciates the bi-partisan work by 

the House Natural Resources Committee and 

Chairman Doc Hastings (R-WA) to forge this 

important new hunting/fishing/shooting bill and put it 

on the fast track.  Let us hope that the U.S. Senate and 

the Obama Administration are ready to do their part in 

enacting promptly this vital bill,” said Bill Horn, 

USSA Director of Federal Affairs (and former 

Assistant Secretary of the U.S. Department of the 

Interior).  As H.R. 4089 begins to move in Congress, 

sportsmen everywhere need to voice their strong 

support to their Representatives. 

 

USSA - Apprentice Hunting Bills Gaining Ground 

in New Jersey and West Virginia 

During recent years, the Families Afield program has 

swept across the country, with state after state passing 

measures aimed at reducing and removing 

unnecessary barriers that impede the next generation 

of sportsmen and women from joining our ranks.  The 

Families Afield program promotes the creation of 

apprentice, or mentored, hunting licenses that allow 

newcomers to try hunting under the watchful eye of 

an experienced mentor before completing hunter 

education courses. 
 

USSA - Bullseye Blog: PETA Lawsuit Claiming 

Sea World Whales are “Slaves” is Thrown Out  By: 

Jeremy Rine, USSA In House Counsel and Associate 

Director of State Services  

Last November, I blogged about a lawsuit filed by the 

People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) 

against Sea World. In the suit, PETA claimed that 

whales kept by Sea World were “slaves” and as such, 

Sea World was violating the 13th Amendment of the 

Constitution - the amendment that abolished 

slavery.  PETA wanted the court to rule that the 13th 

Amendment applied to both people and animals. 

 

USSA News Alerts (above): 

U.S. Sportsmen's Alliance 

 

================================ 

***News Links 
 

12-02-29 Romney says he now owns guns, but 

won't 'tell you where they are' 

Mitt Romney waded back into the debate over gun 

control Wednesday, telling a man at a town-hall 

meeting that he would defend the Second Amendment 

because he was a gun owner — but added he wasn't 

"going to tell you where they are." 

"I have guns myself. I'm not going to tell you 

where they are," Romney said at an event in 

Columbus, Ohio, according to ABC News. 

The comment raised eyebrows, particularly after a 

moment in the last presidential campaign when 

Romney made a similar claim. He was forced to 

retract the earlier remark when an interviewer pointed 

out that, in fact, his son owned the guns. 

It's unclear whether Romney has purchased a 

firearm himself since then 

On the campaign trail, Romney has insisted he is a 

strong proponent of gun rights, but has faced repeated 

questioning from conservatives who are skeptical over 

his record. The issue first gained traction during the 

former governor's last bid for the Republican 
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nomination, when Mike Huckabee challenged Mitt 

Romney on the issue. 

"He still believes in the Brady bill and in a ban on 

the so-called assault weapons," Huckabee told 

OneNewsNow in 2008. "[He's] calling himself a 

lifelong hunter when it turned out he never had a 

hunting license nor owned a gun." 

Romney was widely lampooned during that cycle 

when a video was circulated in which he claimed to 

hunt "small varmints." 

Those charges were repeated by Newt Gingrich's 

campaign, which launched a website earlier this 

month mocking Romney's stance on the Second 

Amendment.  

Tim Macy, the vice chairman of Gun Owners of 

America, has also hammered Romney on the issue 

earlier this week, penning an open letter questioning 

why Romney had not yet filled out a questionnaire 

from the organization. 

"We sent you a questionnaire not once, not twice 

but three times now. What did you send back? A form 

letter stating you are pro-Second Amendment — with 

absolutely nothing to back up this laughable claim," 

Macy wrote. "As Governor, you were proudly anti-

Second Amendment, but as you have with most 

issues, you have now changed your stripes to spots." 

During Romney's time as governor of 

Massachusetts, he supported federal and state gun 

laws that restricted the sale of assault weapons and 

imposed waiting periods on firearm purchases. He has 

subsequently argued that he did so because the bills 

provided additional protections for gun owners and 

loosened other regulations to which hunters had 

objected. 

But Romney has insisted that he supports gun 

rights, telling the crowd in Columbus that he was 

unpersuaded by the augments of those who would 

restrict gun sales. 

"We have a right in this country to bear arms, and I 

know that there are people who think that somehow 

that should change and they keep looking for laws for 

a way to stop awful things from happening,” said 

Romney. “And there are awful things that happen, but 

there already are laws that are designed to protect 

people and unfortunately people violate the laws. So 

trying to find more laws to change bad behavior isn’t 

the answer, the answer is to find that bad behavior — 

the people who are inclined to bad behavior. 

"My own view is let's protect the Second 

Amendment, let’s protect the right of Americans to 

bear arms whether for hunting, for sportsmen, for 

personal protection, for whatever legal purpose 

someone might have,” added Romney. 

http://thehill.com/blogs/blog-briefing-

room/news/213427-romney-says-he-now-owns-guns-

but-is-not-going-to-tell-you-where-they-are 

 

27,000 Filipino policemen don't have official 

guns 

MANILA, Philippines - More than 27,000 

Philippine police officers , about a fifth of the national 

force , do not have government-issued guns, 

prompting many of them to rely on their own guns to 

battle criminals and insurgents, officials said 

Wednesday. 

Like the underfunded Philippine military, one of 

Asia's weakest, the 140,000-strong police have 

struggled with scarce funds and weapons while 

dealing with widespread crimes, decades-long 

communist and Muslim rebellions and attacks and 

threats from al-Qaida-linked militants in the country's 

volatile south. 

Budget Secretary Florencio Abad said his 

department has released $5.7 million (254 million 

pesos) to purchase 12,696 9mm pistols and arm less 

than half of the police officers and recruits without 

government-provided arms. 

"Right now, several police officers cannot fully 

execute their duties because they don't have their own 

firearms," Abad said. "We cannot afford a toothless 

security force." 

National police spokesman Agrimero Cruz Jr. said 

the problem has forced many police officers to use 

their own firearms to battle criminals and insurgents. 

Interior Secretary Jesse Robredo, who is in charge 

of the national police, blamed the problem on money 

lost to corruption and wrong priorities by past 

officials, who appropriated funds for such projects as 

renovating a swimming pool in a police camp. 

A crackdown on corruption and suspicious deals 

has allowed the government to save money last year 

to finance the purchase of firearms and build an initial 

21,000 houses for police officers and 34,000 more in 

the near future, Abad said. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/wires/ap/news/world/

20120229_ap_27000filipinopolicemendonthaveofficia

lguns.html 

 

12-02-29 House Democrats leave Iowa Capitol 

in protest of gun bills 
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Iowa House Democrats this morning left the 

Capitol in protest of two gun bills the Republican 

majority had planned to debate today. 

The bill would make the state part of the “Wild, 

Wild West,” said House Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy. 

McCarthy accused House Leader Linda Upmeyer 

of failing to properly inform legislators about planned 

debate today on the bills. The short notice hindered 

Democrats from offering amendments to improve the 

bills, McCarthy said. 

But Upmeyer, R-Garner, shot back this morning 

that Democrats did have adequate warning, and 

suggested their flight from the Capitol was an attempt 

to make a political scene. 

“Iowans didn’t send us down here just to do easy 

stuff,” she said. “The Second Amendment is a 

question that many Iowans would like placed before 

them. I don’t know why they’re afraid to have a 

debate on a subject just because they don’t like the 

subject. That seems ludicrous to me.” 

One bill would alter the state constitution to 

specifically include gun rights. Another would rewrite 

the law on “reasonable force” so that a person may 

use force — including deadly force — against 

someone who they believe threatens to kill or cause 

serious injury or who is committing a violent felony. 

“(Upmeyer) said they will debate those bills today 

whether we like it or not,” said McCarthy, D-Des 

Moines. “I told her that we’ve been double crossed, 

and we will not be debating those bills today.” 

Review a copy of a calendar House Majority 

Leader Linda Upmeyer used to outline for Democrats 

which bills would be debated today. The circled bills 

were the ones she indicated would be debated by the 

House floor, according to House Democratic Leader 

Kevin McCarthy. House File 2215 and House Joint 

Resolution 2009, the gun legislation that is the subject 

of the Democrats’ walkout this morning, are not 

among those circled. 

In response, Democrats have moved to an 

undisclosed location. Republicans hold 60 of 100 

seats and could debate the bill without Democrats 

since they have a quorum. The majority party sets the 

calendar for debate and guides the course of business 

on the House floor. 

“We have been double-crossed as a caucus, and 

we’re not going to sit back and be treated with historic 

misuse of power,” McCarthy said. 

In a statement released after the Democrats exited 

the Capitol, McCarthy said the Republican leadership 

told Democrats yesterday the gun legislation would 

not be considered today. Because they didn’t believe 

the bill would come up today, he said, Democrats did 

not file all the amendments they wanted to offer on 

the bills prior to the deadline set in the House rules. 

When met by a reporter after the Republicans 

adjourned from a party caucus, Upmeyer rejected 

McCarthy’s argument. The gun bills were noticed in 

the same manner as any other bill that could come 

before the House, she said — in a calendar that is 

updated and circulated to lawmakers everyday. 

When Democrats asked what the Republicans 

intended to bring up today, Upmeyer said she gave 

them a list of non-controversial bills, but left 

consideration of other bills “open-ended.” 

“Every member knows that anything that comes 

out of committee and is placed on the calendar is 

eligible,” Upmeyer said. 

A House spokeswoman added that Democrats had 

in fact already offered an amendment to one of the 

gun bills, indicating that they had had ample time to 

develop proposed changes. 

Upmeyer said she was not sure whether the House 

would reconvene and begin considering bills in the 

Democrats’ absence. Republican lawmakers sat 

casually at their desks and chatted in small groups on 

the House floor for about an hour this morning after 

the Democrats’ departure became known, but returned 

to a private party caucus at about 11:15 a.m.. 

The House spokeswoman said both Upmeyer and 

House Speaker Kraig Paulsen, R-Hiawatha, had 

attempted to contact McCarthy, but received no 

response. 

Chris Rager, a lobbyist for the National Rifle 

Association, described today’s events as 

“disappointing.” He noted that some Democrats have 

voiced support for some of the bills. 

“I haven’t heard from Rep. McCarthy on it but I 

know he has supported us on gun legislation in the 

past,” Rager said. “I’m a little confused that he didn’t 

keep the caucus here. I would have thought he would 

have been supportive of this legislation.” 

Others have begun chiming in on the issue as well. 

In a tweet, Iowa Democratic Party Chairwoman 

Sue Dvorsky accused the House Republicans of 

employing “lousy tactics” and implored House 

Democrats to “be strong.” 



In a subsequent statement, Dvorsky expanded on 

that point: “The House Republicans have shown time 

and again that they are unwilling to govern in a 

manner that gets results and moves Iowa forward,” 

she said in the statement. “Their abuse of power this 

morning shows that they are more concerned about 

breaking the rules in order to push through dangerous 

bills than work with Democrats to create jobs, grow 

our economy, and support education in this state.” 

A tweet from Rep. Nick Wagner, R-Marion, 

meanwhile, put the responsibility on the absent 

Democrats: “Waiting in the chamber for the Dems to 

come back to the capitol so we can get to work,” he 

wrote. 

Here are the bills: 

House Joint Resolution 2009: Iowa Right to Keep 

and Bear Arms State Constitutional Amendment 

This resolution would begin a process to amend 

Iowa’s constitution to include a “right to keep and 

bear arms.” The proposed amendment echoes the 

Second Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, saying 

“The right of the people to keep and bear arms, shall 

not be infringed.” 

To pass, the resolution must be approved by both 

the House and the Senate in two consecutive general 

assemblies before voters would weigh in on the issue. 

It means that the earliest a vote could occur would be 

2013, should the legislature act this year and next. 

House File 2215: Reasonable force/Stand your 

ground 

The bill would rewrites the law on “reasonable 

force” so that a person may use force — including 

deadly force — against someone who they believe 

threatens to kill or cause serious injury, or who is 

committing a violent felony. The bill specifically says 

that a person is presumed to be justified in using 

deadly force if the person reasonably believes that 

deadly force is necessary to avoid injury or risk to his 

or her life. 

Iowa’s current law allows potential victims to use 

deadly force against a perceived threat only if an 

alternative course of action also entails “a risk to life 

or safety.” 

http://blogs.desmoinesregister.com/dmr/index.php/

2012/02/29/house-democrats-have-left-the-iowa-

capitol-in-protest-in-an-undisclosed-location/ 

 

12-02-28 Ex-cop, & son accused of selling guns 

illegally 

ONE GUY shoves a wad of small bills into a 

stranger's hand, then another guy passes him a cheap, 

little handgun. It's a weapon one could easily tuck into 

a waistband or grip tightly in a jacket pocket on a 

busy drug corner. 

Sounds like any other shady gun deal that might go 

down in a Philly alley, adding to the flood of illegal 

guns already on the street. 

But when investigators witnessed Emanuel Farmer 

allegedly purchase two handguns illegally on Jan. 28, 

he was at a gun show in the National Guard Armory 

in the Northeast, not an alley. 

And the two Langhorne men who allegedly sold 

him the handguns should have known better. 

Pasquale Fattore, 75, a retired Philadelphia police 

officer, and his son Patrick, who ran for constable in 

Middletown Township, Bucks County, were charged 

with conspiracy and illegal transfer of firearms after 

investigators with the state attorney general's gun-

violence task force witnessed them allegedly sell the 

guns to Farmer. 

Both are scheduled for a preliminary hearing this 

morning. 

The Fattores were visibly upset during an initial 

court appearance on Valentine's Day, a law-

enforcement source said, but Magistrate Judge 

Timothy O'Brien was apparently more upset that an 

ex-cop stood accused. O'Brien railed against the 

Fattores, the source said. 

"From the mayor on down to the general public, 

they have had it with the illegal handguns on the 

streets, and they're expecting the courts to do 

something about it and I'm going to do it," O'Brien 

said, according to the source. 

According to an affidavit of probable cause, 

Farmer told investigators that he and his wife were 

looking at guns in the Armory at Roosevelt Boulevard 

and Southampton Road when "the younger Italian 

guy" tapped him on the shoulder and told him "he had 

guns for sale." 

Investigators said they witnessed the Fattores 

talking with Farmer about 11:50 a.m. and watched as 

the group moved to an entrance near the back of the 

building. There, according to the affidavit, Farmer 

handed Pasquale a bundle of cash and Patrick gave 

him a small, black handgun. 

Farmer, who faces four charges, then went into the 

bathroom, came out, and bought another small 

handgun, again giving money to Pasquale Fattore, the 

affidavit said. There was no paperwork or receipts, no 

http://blogs.desmoinesregister.com/dmr/index.php/2012/02/29/house-democrats-have-left-the-iowa-capitol-in-protest-in-an-undisclosed-location/
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way for father and son to know who Farmer was. All 

three were detained at the show. 

In Pennsylvania, handgun sales must be handled by 

licensed dealers or at a sheriff's office, and both 

parties must complete state and federal forms, 

including the State Police instant-check system, which 

would determine whether the buyer was permitted to 

own a gun. Farmer, it turns out, did not have a 

criminal record. 

FOP President John McNesby said Pasquale 

Fattore, an FOP member who was on the force from 

1964 to 1986, should have known the law. "There are 

too many people with guns on the streets as it is," 

McNesby said. 

The affidavit said investigators found $120 in $1 

bills and $80 in $5 bills on Pasquale Fattore. His son 

also had four other handguns in a plastic container, 

including two "Saturday Night Specials" and a Walter 

PPK, the gun James Bond made famous, the affidavit 

said. 

Pasquale was released on $50,000 bail and Patrick 

was released on $250,000 bail. The elder Fattore 

could not be reached for comment, but his wife, when 

reached by phone last week, said he did not want to 

discuss the arrest. 

Patrick Fattore, when reached on Feb. 18, 

described the incident as a "big misunderstanding and 

a mistake" and said he "objected" to the Daily News' 

writing a story about the incident. 

"We're public figures," the longtime Amtrak 

employee said. 

Police sources said that Patrick Fattore complained 

to Judge O'Brien during the hearing about "financial 

problems." Court records show that he and his wife 

filed for bankruptcy last year. 

http://articles.philly.com/2012-02-

28/news/31107643_1_handgun-sales-gun-show-

illegal-handguns 

 

12-02-27 Phila. police shoot knife-wielding man 

Investigators are trying to identify a man who was 

shot and critically wounded by police when he lunged 

at an officer with knife in Philadelphia's Fishtown 

section. 

After being shot, the man had to be stunned with a 

Taser to be controlled, police said. 

According to police, the man ripped out a lamppost 

at a home on the 200 block of East Wildey Street 

about 11:40 p.m. Sunday and charged into the house, 

where he menaced residents with the knife and 

wrecked property inside. 

When police arrived, the man was outside of the 

house, armed with the knife. 

Police ordered the man to drop the knife but he 

lunged at an officer with the weapon, authorities said. 

Another officer fired twice, hitting the man in the 

chest. 

The man was taken to Hahnemann University 

Hospital, where he was reported in critical but stable 

condition. 

The officer who fired the gun will be placed on 

modified assignment while Internal Affairs 

investigates the shooting, which is standard procedure 

http://articles.philly.com/2012-02-

27/news/31104702_1_knife-wielding-man-taser-

stable-condition 

 

12-02-26 Decades later, Camden mass killer still 

poses a mystery 

The gun Howard Unruh used to kill 13 people is a 

well-made thing. 

The vintage Luger is surprisingly light despite the 

weight of my expectations - as if simply holding this 

handsome firearm might explain why Unruh carried it 

onto the streets of Camden and into infamy on Sept. 6, 

1949. 

The gunman massacred adults he had long resented 

as well as children such as Orris Smith, 6, who was 

getting a haircut from barber Clark Hoover, who also 

died. 

Unruh shot many of his victims multiple times and 

at close range, until he ran out of ammunition and 

went back to the home he shared with his mother, 

Freda. He wanted to kill her, too. 

Newspapers described a 20-minute "walk of death" 

by a "crazed" combat veteran of World War II. 

And the man responsible, a pious loner who loved 

weaponry and kept meticulous lists of his many sexual 

encounters with other men, was held in the locked 

wards of state psychiatric facilities from Sept. 7, 1949, 

until his death 60 years later. 

"I remember firing once into his head," Unruh says, 

describing his first victim - shoemaker John Pilarchik 

- in a 67-page confession being made public, at The 

Inquirer's request, for the first time. 

"I heard her still hollering . . . and I fired into her 

face," Unruh continues, referring to Rose Cohen. "I 

saw blood running down the head of the boy," he 

says, describing the deaths of a child and two women 
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in a car at a red light. Their names were Emma 

Matlack, Helen Wilson, and John Wilson. 

I'm reading Unruh's words at the office of Camden 

County Prosecutor Warren Faulk, where the case file 

fills a dozen brick-colored folders. The documents are 

on a table for my colleague Joseph Gambardello and 

me to examine, along with the only extant piece of 

physical evidence: the Luger that Unruh bought for 

$37.50 at a Philadelphia hobby shop a year or so 

before his rampage. 

The killer confesses just an hour after the shooting 

stops, answering the expertly crafted questions of 

then-County Prosecutor Mitchell Cohen. As in a 

second, equally disturbing interview at Cooper 

Hospital a day later, Unruh shows little remorse. 

Instead, he describes a petty collection of 

resentments against residents and business owners 

near 32d and River Streets in East Camden's Cramer 

Hill section. 

Unemployed for nearly a year, Unruh believes 

people are talking about the fact his mother is 

supporting him. He claims he's called a "queer" by 

druggist Maurice Cohen, whom he subsequently 

decides to decapitate with a mail-order machete. 

Instead, the killer shoots Cohen, his wife, Rose, 

and his mother, Minnie, on that morning of Sept. 6. 

Unruh's memory seems prodigious, except he can't 

recall shooting the druggist, or the boy at the 

barbershop. Nor can he say why he shot many of his 

victims, three of whom ultimately survived. 

His father, Samuel Unruh, separated from Freda 

since about 1940, is perplexed as well. He tells 

authorities the older of his two sons grew up "like any 

other boy." 

But when Howard reached young adulthood, "there 

was a change in him," the father says. "It seemed he 

had . . . a shell around him and you couldn't penetrate 

it. 

"There was a change in the boy but not that you 

would ever [think] he would do such a terrible thing." 

During the interview at Cooper, Unruh insists he 

was "in perfect control" at the start of his rampage. "In 

the excitement I shot others I did not plan to kill. I 

should get the chair." 

Instead, Unruh gets six decades of psychiatric 

treatment. The case notes describe a generally docile 

patient whose desire to have sex with and/or murder 

his mother, who died in 1985, fades over the decades. 

At one point, Unruh becomes infatuated with a 

much younger male patient. He goes to art classes, 

plays volleyball, gets fat. 

When not lobbying for leniency ("I was legally 

insane . . . I was not legally responsible," he writes in 

1964), Unruh pores over his extensive stamp 

collection. Mail begins arriving for and about him 

shortly after the killing, a three-inch-thick stack of 

correspondence. 

One man is so determined to find out what edition 

of the Bible Unruh's family read that he encloses a 

self-addressed, stamped envelope. There are various 

Christian tracts, a story pitch from a detective 

magazine, and a pamphlet purporting to prove that 

homosexuality is insanity. 

Some writers offer theories, but in the end they're 

as mystified as anyone about why Unruh did what he 

did. 

After reading the confession and the psychiatric 

reports, and holding the Luger, so am I. 

Psychosis? 

PTSD? 

Evil? 

In a note mailed to prosecutor Cohen about 60 

years ago, one man declared: "Only the good Lord 

above knows." 

That still sounds right. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/columnists/kevin_rio

rdan/20120226_Kevin_Riordan__Decades_later__Ca
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12-02-27 Families of suicide victims are left to 

cope with guilt, grief, doubt 

Bill Hores' heart sank when the radio scanner 

crackled with a dispatcher's report that a North Hills 

teenager died from a self-inflicted wound. 

The Allegheny County deputy sheriff knew another 

family would endure nightmares like his. Three years 

ago this month, his oldest son killed himself. 

"Those poor people," Hores thought. "They have to 

go through this." 

People don't want to talk about suicide, survivors 

and advocates say. Yet, aside from natural causes, it is 

the second-leading cause of death in Allegheny 

County, behind accidents and ahead of homicide. 

Suicides in Allegheny County claimed more than 

800 lives from 2006 through September 2011, 

according to the latest available data from the county 

Medical Examiner's Office. Those who died ranged in 
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age from 14 to 95 and included blacks, whites, Asians 

and Hispanics. 

"No group is immune," said Robert Gebbia, 

executive director of New York City-based American 

Foundation for Suicide Prevention. 

Glenn Hores, 23, shot himself early Feb. 7, 2009, 

at his family's Ross home. 

"I still break down," Bill Hores said. "I'll drive 

down the road and break down. It never goes away." 

Experts conservatively estimate that each person 

who commits suicide leaves six to 10 family members 

to grieve — or, about 5,000 survivors in Allegheny 

County since 2006. 

No one the Tribune-Review talked to expected to 

be included in such a group. 

'Never say never' 

Glenn Hores battled bad days and dark places, his 

family said. He refused medication for depression 

because he thought it stifled his creativity. 

His family didn't suspect he would take his life. 

"We felt insulated," said Bill Hores, 56. "Now, I 

never say never. We feel very vulnerable now." 

A lifetime of mental illness and suicide attempts 

often are not enough to prepare some families. 

"I never in a million years ..." said Melissa Sasso, 

48, of Beechview, her emotions stopping her thought. 

"I was completely and utterly shocked." 

Her identical twin, Melinda Sasso, took her life in 

2009 at age 46 after decades of therapy and 

psychiatric medications. She attempted suicide many 

times since her 20s, her sister said. 

Her family held out hope after Melinda fought to 

survive a nearly fatal respiratory illness. But on Aug. 

7, 2009, she died from a cocktail of prescription and 

over-the-counter drugs. 

"She used to (attempt) it all the time," said Melissa 

Sasso, a nurse practitioner with Pittsburgh Public 

Schools. "... You think something is over." 

Illness over choice 

No single reason — such as losing a job, ending a 

relationship or suffering from depression — leads 

someone to take his or her life, said Alan "Lanny" 

Berman, executive director of the American 

Association of Suicidology in Washington. 

"That's too simplistic of an explanation," Berman 

said. 

Few of the 20 million depressed Americans kill 

themselves, he said. "Every case is unique, even 

though there are a lot of common factors." 

Research shows a genetic component to suicide 

exists and that 90 percent of people who commit 

suicide suffered from a mental disorder, such as 

depression or anxiety, often undiagnosed or untreated. 

Suicide is a topic wrought with misinformation, 

bias and discrimination, Gebbia said. 

"I think we as a society still don't know how to deal 

with this," he said. "But unless you are personally 

touched by it, you don't really think about suicide." 

Gregg and Sue Fiorina knew their son, Benjamin, 

25, was upset about not getting a pay raise and under 

stress about starting a new job, but they didn't think he 

was suicidal before he fatally shot himself in 

September inside the Shadyside apartment he shared 

with his wife of two years. 

They later learned his wife worried about his 

depression and urged him to see a therapist. Ben 

Fiorina scheduled but canceled an appointment. 

"That's what hurts so much," Sue Fiorina said. "To 

know he was in that pain, and we didn't know it." 

Finding help 

For more than 20 years, thousands of families have 

sought Sue Wesner's help to deal with grief associated 

with suicide. They include Melissa Sasso, the Hores 

family and the Fiorinas. 

A clinical nurse specialist, Wesner runs Survivors 

of Suicide, or SOS, a support group at Western 

Psychiatric Institute and Clinic. 

Similar to those who die from heart attacks, she 

said, people who kill themselves "have a brain attack. 

It turns completely against the basic function it is 

there for: to keep us alive." 

The SOS program started in the 1980s and helps 30 

to 50 families a year throughout the region. In eight-

week sessions, they learn about suicide and how to 

process grief. 

Their grief is compounded by feelings of blame 

and guilt, Wesner said. 

"The wouldas, couldas, shouldas are just 

devastating. Did they love me? Did I not do enough? 

Did I know them at all? These are questions survivors 

often ask themselves." 

Dana Kuskie had such thoughts after her sister, 

Jaime Kuzyck, fatally shot herself in January 2010. 

Shocked and numbed by what happened, she 

wondered why she didn't see it coming. She and her 

mother joined one of Wesner's groups, and Kuzyck's 

husband attended some sessions. 

"I was shocked at how many people were there," 

said Kuskie, 35, of Whitehall. 



Jaime Kuzyck, 32, of Crafton Heights, a medical 

assistant for a dermatologist, wasn't diagnosed with a 

mental disorder and never consulted a therapist, 

Kuskie said. The sisters, born 11 months apart, spoke 

daily. Kuskie had no indication of anything out of the 

ordinary. 

"But from the time that phone rang, my life 

changed forever," Kuskie said. 

Kuskie took her daughter to Highmark Caring 

Place, a free peer-support program located Downtown 

that helps families deal with death. 

"The best way to support grieving children is to 

strengthen their families," program manager Andrea 

Lurier said. 

Life goes on 

Burying her son was the most difficult thing Helen 

Hores ever did, but she went into "survival mode" for 

younger sons Matt, now 22, and Harry, 19. 

"I just decided I wasn't going to let this family fall 

apart," said Helen Hores, 54. 

Bill Hores turned to his Christian faith and 

counseling. 

"Life goes on," he said. "That's the moral." 

The family completed Wesner's program and 

attends group therapy every other month. Harry Hores 

visits a counselor three times a week. 

"I have no idea how somebody would get through 

this without help," said his mother, who wishes more 

people would talk to survivors about loved ones they 

lost to suicide. 

"When people think of Glenn, they think of 

suicide," she said. "It's a chapter, but it's only one 

chapter. Over time, other things move forward, and 

suicide moves back." 

Inside the numbers 

A Tribune-Review analysis of records found that 

among 800 people who took their lives in Allegheny 

County from 2006 through September 2011: 

• 9 in 10 were white 

• 8 in 10 were men 

• Nearly half used a firearm 

Those trends match national data from the Centers 

for Disease Control and Prevention. CDC and state 

Department of Health data* show that from 2006 to 

2009: 

• Nationally, the suicide rate rose from 11.1 per 

100,000 people to 12. 

• Combined suicide rates for Armstrong, Beaver, 

Butler, Fayette, Washington and Westmoreland 

counties increased from 11.94 to 13.56. 

• Pennsylvania's suicide rate increased from 11.03 

to 12.70. 

• Allegheny County's rate fell from 11.44 to 11.24, 

with a low of 10.5 in 2008. The county's records, 

which include all suicides regardless of a deceased 

person's county of residence, show a sharper decline. 

"I have no real idea why the numbers are going 

down," Medical Examiner Karl Williams said. 

* The state Health Department's record-keeping 

attributes causes of death to counties where the 

deceased resided, not where deaths occur. Total 

suicides for the six counties rose from 137 to 154 

during those years. 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/ne

ws/pittsburgh/s_783689.html 

 

12-02-25 Wash Prosecutor: Probation in school 

shooting case 

BREMERTON, Wash. - A Washington state 

prosecutor says his office will seek probation and 

treatment for a 9-year-old boy who took to school a 

gun that accidentally discharged and critically injured 

a classmate this past week. 

Kitsap County prosecutor Russ Haugen told the 

Kitsap Sun (http://bit.ly/xxO2q5) Friday that "nobody 

is trying to lock this little boy up." He said prosecutors 

hope to hold the boy accountable not through 

incarceration, but rather probation, treatment and 

other services. 

The third-grader faces charges of unlawful 

possession of a gun, bringing a dangerous weapon to 

school and third-degree assault. He is facing a 

capacity hearing in which a judge will determine if he 

knew what he did was wrong. If the judge decides the 

boy knew, the charges go forward. 

An 8-year-old classmate , Amina Kocer-Bowman , 

was wounded. She is in a Seattle hospital in critical 

condition after undergoing surgeries. 

Few additional details of the case have been 

released, though the investigation may include a look 

at how the boy got the .45-caliber pistol that went off 

in his backpack. 

Hauge said his office is working with the 

investigative agencies involved in the shooting. 

Police believe the boy got the gun during a 

weekend visit with his mother, Jamie Lee Chaffin. 

According to court documents, Chaffin has been 

convicted of forgery and drug crimes. As a felon, her 

right to own a firearm was revoked. She completed 
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court-ordered drug treatment, and no additional 

criminal charges were filed against her after 2007. 

The boy's father, Jason Cochran, has been 

convicted of violating protection orders relating to 

Chaffin and has been taken to court for child support. 

Both parents relinquished custody of the boy and 

his two sisters to his paternal grandmother. She died 

shortly after being diagnosed with pancreatic cancer 

in 2010, and the boy's uncle Patrick Cochran was 

granted custody. 

The boy's family bailed him out of juvenile 

detention and took him to his uncle's home Thursday 

night. Bail had been set at $50,000. The boy will 

remain under house arrest and must check in daily 

with the county juvenile department. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/wires/ap/news/nation

_world/20120225_ap_prosecutorprobationinschoolsho

otingcase.html 

 

12-02-24 Canadian Man shocked by arrest after 

daughter draws picture of gun at school 

KITCHENER — A Kitchener father is upset that 

police arrested him at his children’s’ school 

Wednesday, hauled him down to the station and strip-

searched him, all because his four-year-old daughter 

drew a picture of a gun at school. 

“I’m picking up my kids and then, next thing you 

know, I’m locked up,” Jessie Sansone, 26, said 

Thursday. 

“I was in shock. This is completely insane. My 

daughter drew a gun on a piece of paper at school.” 

The school principal, police and child welfare 

officials, however, all stand by their actions. They 

said they had to investigate to determine whether there 

was a gun in Sansone’s house that children had access 

to. 

“From a public safety point of view, any child 

drawing a picture of guns and saying there’s guns in a 

home would warrant some further conversation with 

the parents and child,” said Alison Scott, executive 

director of Family and Children’s Services. 

Waterloo Regional Police Insp. Kevin Thaler said 

there was a complaint from Forest Hills public school 

that “a firearm was in a residence and children had 

access to it. We had every concern, based on this 

information, that children were in danger.” 

Their concern wasn’t based on the drawing alone, 

he said.  

Neaveh, the child who made the drawing, also 

made comments about it that raised more flags. 

Sansone thinks police overreacted. He didn’t find 

out until hours after his arrest what had actually 

sparked the incident. 

He said he went to the school Wednesday 

afternoon to pick up his three children. He was 

summoned to the principal’s office where three police 

officers were waiting. They said he was being charged 

with possession of a firearm. 

He was escorted from the school, handcuffed and 

put in the back of a cruiser.  

At the same time, other police officers went to his 

home, where his wife and 15-month-old child were 

waiting for his return. 

They made his wife come to the police station 

while the other three children were taken to Family 

and Children’s Services to be interviewed. 

“Nobody was given any explanation,” said his 

wife, Stephanie Squires. “I didn’t know why he was 

being arrested. 

“He had absolutely no idea what this was even 

about. I just kept telling them. ‘You’re making a 

mistake.’ ” 

At the police station, Sansone talked to a lawyer 

who said only that he was being charged with 

possession of a firearm, Sansone said. 

He kept asking questions. He was given a blanket 

and told he would appear before a judge in the 

morning to post bail. 

“I was getting pretty scared at that point,” Sansone 

said. “It seemed like I was actually being charged at 

this point.” 

He was forced to remove his clothes for a full strip 

search. 

Several hours later, a detective apologized and said 

he was being released with no charges, Sansone said. 

The detective told him that his four-year-old 

daughter had drawn a picture of a man holding a gun. 

When a teacher asked her who the man was, the girl 

replied, “That’s my daddy’s. He uses it to shoot bad 

guys and monsters.” 

“To be honest with you, I broke down,” Sansone 

said. “My character got put down so much. I was 

actually really hurt, like it could happen that easy. 

“How do you recognize a criminal from a father?’’ 

He said he thought he had good relations with the 

principal who offered him a job last year counselling 

students at the school. 

“We’re educated,’’ he said. “I’m a certified PSW 

(personal support worker) and a life issues counsellor. 

I go into schools to try to make a difference.’’ 
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After he was released, Sansone was asked to sign a 

paper authorizing a search of his home. He signed, 

even though he didn’t have to, he said. 

“I just think they blew it out of proportion,’’ 

Squires said. “It was for absolutely nothing. They 

searched our house upside down and found nothing. 

They had the assumption he owned a firearm. 

“The way everything happened was completely 

unnecessary, especially since we know the school 

very well. I don’t understand how they came to that 

conclusion from a four-year-old’s drawing.’’ 

Scott, of Family and Children’s Services, said the 

agency was obligated to investigate after getting a 

report from the school. 

“Our community would have an expectation if 

comments are made about a gun in a house, we’d be 

obligated to investigate that to ensure everything is 

safe.” 

If there’s a potential crime that’s been committed, 

the agency must call in police, she said 

“In the end, it may not be substantiated. There may 

be a reasonable explanation for why the child drew 

that gun. But we have to go on what gets presented to 

us. 

“I’m sure this was a very stressful thing for the 

family,” she acknowledged. 

The school principal, Steve Zack, said a staff 

member called child welfare officials because the law 

requires them to report anything involving the safety 

or neglect of a child. 

The agency chose to involve police, he said. 

“Police chose to arrest Jessie here. Nobody wants 

something like this to happen at any time, especially 

not at school. But that’s out of my hands.” 

Sansone says he got into some trouble with the law 

five years ago, and was convicted of assault and 

attempted burglary. But he’s put all that behind him. 

He never had any firearms-related charges. 

As for the strip search, Thaler said it was done “for 

officer safety, because it’s a firearms-related incident. 

“At the point in the investigation when it was 

determined it was not a real firearm, the individual 

was released unconditionally,” he said. 

http://www.therecord.com/news/local/article/67615
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12-02-24 Bullet Breaks Window At 

Pennsylvania Capitol 

HARRISBURG, Pa. - State officials say a bullet 

broke a window in the Pennsylvania Capitol and 

passed into the Senate dining room. 

The Department of General Services says the bullet 

was found Tuesday morning. The building had been 

closed Monday for President's Day. 

WHTM-TV (http://bit.ly/x6JNvJ ) reports the 

bullet was discovered after an employee noticed 

broken glass from the window and a hole in a plaster 

wall. 

General Services spokesman Troy Thompson says 

police believe a shot was fired nearby on Saturday 

evening. 

Capitol police are investigating. 

http://www.myfoxphilly.com/dpp/news/politics/loc

al_politics/Pennsylvania_Bullet_State_Capitol_02241
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12-02-24 Former officer gets life in Port 

Richmond killing 

Even before the Philadelphia jury returned to the 

courtroom, Sheila Tepper seemed to know the news 

would be bad. 

"Oh, please, oh, please, oh, please," she said in a 

mantra punctuated by hyperventilated breaths while 

her husband, former Police Officer Frank Tepper, sat 

at the defense table a few feet away waiting for the 

verdict. 

Sheila Tepper's premonition was not wrong, and 

the courtroom erupted Thursday as she learned that 

her 45-year-old husband would spend the rest of his 

life in prison - the mandatory sentence after the jury 

found him guilty of first-degree murder for shooting a 

young Port Richmond neighbor after a 2009 melee 

outside the Teppers' house. 

Spectators had been warned against outbursts, but 

the verdict from the Common Pleas Court jury of 

eight women and four men hit the packed courtroom 

like a seismic wave. 

Karen Panas, mother of 21-year-old victim William 

"Billy" Panas Jr., let out a scream at the word guilty. 

She was echoed a split-second later by a louder shriek 

from Sheila Tepper. 

"Oh, my God!" Tepper gasped, collapsing against 

the shoulders of a relative. 

As the stunned, standing jurors watched from the 

box, deputy sheriffs began ordering members of the 

Tepper and Panas families to leave. 

But Sheila Tepper seemed unable to stand or walk, 

and two relatives held her up and dragged her from 
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the room as she screamed, "I'm going to be sick, I'm 

going to be sick!" 

The Teppers' daughter, Felicia, who testified in her 

father's behalf during the seven-day trial, sat in the 

hall, screaming and flailing at relatives trying to calm 

her. 

Frank Tepper, a former police civil affairs officer 

with the department for 16 years, stood surrounded by 

deputies as the room erupted. 

Judge Shelley Robins New had intended to 

sentence Tepper immediately - common in first-

degree murder verdicts, where the sentence is 

mandatory and carries no chance of parole. 

But the courtroom commotion, and the Panas 

family's desire to make victim-impact statements, led 

her to postpone the formal sentencing hearing until 

March 29. 

Outside the courthouse on Filbert Street, Panas' 

father said he would sue the city for his son's 

shooting, citing several incidents in which Tepper was 

investigated for drawing his firearm in public. 

"They should have fired him in 1995," Panas said, 

referring to one of the incidents. "The city did 

nothing." 

Panas praised the verdict, adding, "I hope he rots in 

hell, goes into general population, and never sees the 

light of day." 

Holding his hands to the sky, Panas looked up and 

called out loudly to his son: "Billy P., I love you, man. 

I told you I got your back!" 

Defense attorney Fortunato "Fred" Perri Jr. would 

not say if he would appeal. 

"As I said from the beginning, in this sad tragedy 

there would be no winners and no losers," Perri added. 

Assistant District Attorney Michael Barry said the 

verdict was justified because Tepper, who was off 

duty, was not being assaulted or threatened when he 

aimed his personal semiautomatic pistol at Panas and 

told him and his friends to "back up." 

Panas, some witnesses testified, replied by yelling, 

"He's not going to shoot anybody," before Tepper 

fired once, hitting him in the chest. 

"He was a police officer," Barry said afterward. 

"He knows what it means when you shoot somebody 

in the middle of the chest." 

Barry said the verdict "sends a message that 

nobody is above the law in this city, whether you're a 

police officer or a doctor or a priest. . . . I think that's 

important." 

The jury had to decide between first- or third-

degree murder, or voluntary manslaughter. 

First-degree murder is the most serious crime in 

Pennsylvania: the premeditated, malicious killing of 

another person. 

The word premeditation carries a lay connotation 

of a long period of reflection. But New explained that 

under the law, premeditation can take a "fraction of a 

second." 

It was the jury's duty to infer from the evidence - 

testimony, circumstances, and conduct - whether 

Tepper intended to kill Panas before he shot him 

shortly before 11 p.m. on Nov. 21, 2009, the judge 

added. 

The shooting occurred during a baby shower the 

Teppers were throwing for their daughter, and the 

incident played out on 15-foot-wide Elkhart Street in 

Port Richmond, in front of Tepper's house. 

Trial witnesses testified that about 10:30 p.m., 

some of Tepper's guests and young men from the 

neighborhood argued and began fighting. 

Another guest urged Tepper to intervene. Tepper 

went outside, where he was quickly jumped and 

punched by a group involved in the melee. 

Perri argued that Tepper shot in self-defense after 

being attacked. 

But Barry maintained that Panas was not part of the 

group that attacked Tepper. Barry said Tepper shot 

Panas because he was humiliated and because Panas 

mocked him, daring him to shoot. 

As trial witnesses described it, Panas was not 

among those who jumped Tepper. Panas and friends, 

witnesses said, came from the opposite direction, 

curious about the nearby melee. 

But after arriving, witnesses said, Panas and 

several friends got involved in the fighting until 

Tepper drew his gun and ordered them to back away, 

only to be challenged verbally by Panas. 

"His ego couldn't handle it," Barry said. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/20120224_For

mer_officer_gets_life_in_Port_Richmond_killing.htm
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12-02-23 Bucks man with knife shot dead by 

police 

A knife-wielding Langhorne man who lured police 

to his home with a burglary call was fatally shot early 

Thursday, Bucks County District Attorney David 

Heckler said. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/20120224_Former_officer_gets_life_in_Port_Richmond_killing.html
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Michael Devine, 60, a retired custodian for the 

Neshaminy School District and the father of Bristol 

Borough Councilman Tony Devine, was shot once in 

the chest shortly after calling 911 at 3:36 a.m., 

Heckler said. 

Devine died soon afterward at St. Mary Medical 

Center, Heckler said. 

Preliminary findings indicated the Middletown 

Township officer shot Devine in self-defense, Heckler 

said. County detectives found no evidence of a 

burglary at the house off West Lincoln Highway 

where Devine lived alone. 

The names of the responding officers were 

withheld pending completion of the investigation by 

the District Attorney's Office. But a township source 

identified them as Patrolman Joseph Schuck, who was 

first on the scene; Patrolman Joseph Buckley, who 

shot Devine; and Patrolman Mark Leonhauser, whose 

father, H. George Leonhauser, is a township 

supervisor and retired detective. 

Heckler and the township source gave this account 

of the shooting: 

Devine reported a burglary, saying he would wait 

for police outside his house because he feared the 

burglar was still inside. 

Schuck drove up to the house in a marked SUV, 

and Devine approached the driver's door wielding a 

knife. The officer drove ahead, maneuvered the SUV 

between him and Devine, and drew his weapon. 

Buckley and Leonhauser drove up, pulled their 

guns, and the three officers demanded that Devine put 

down the knife. Devine ran at Buckley with the knife 

and was shot once in the chest. 

Devine was taken to the hospital, where he died. 

An autopsy was scheduled for Friday. 

A relative told detectives that Devine had been 

dealing with depression and that a weapon had been 

taken from him. 

Devine was a "quiet guy," said a neighbor, April 

Rice, 30, who was born and raised on the quiet street 

off busy Lincoln Highway. "I knew him to say hello." 

He and his wife separated years ago, she said. 

Devine's son, Councilman Tony Devine, who also 

is a special-education teacher at Maple Point Middle 

School, was unavailable for comment. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/breaking/20120

223_Bucks_man_with_knife_shot_dead_by_police.ht
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12-02-22 Update: Iowa Man acquitted in 

shooting is 'happy to be free', but now is homeless 

Editor's note/update to this story: Jay Rodney 

Lewis (read about him below) spent Tuesday night in 

his car because there were no beds available at the 

YMCA.  

He likely will do the same tonight, then seek a spot 

in a homeless shelter on Thursday. This will give him 

place to sleep and shower for the time being while 

working. He plans to spend this weekend in Kansas 

with family. 

112 days in jail 

The first thing Jay Rodney Lewis did after being 

acquitted this month was “go to Fuddruckers and get 

me a burger. Because that jail food was horrible.” 

While he ate, the 49-year-old Lewis nervously 

watched out the window for police. “I was so scared 

that somebody was going to come in and say, ‘OK, 

that’s it. You’re coming with us,’ ” he said. 

One couldn’t blame him. Lewis had just finished 

112 days in jail because he didn’t have the cash to 

make bail. When jurors finally freed him on Feb. 9, 

Lewis walked out homeless, unemployed and minus 

most of his possessions. 

The average prisoner spends 20 days in the Polk 

County Jail, officials there say. Most make bail and 

carry on with their lives while awaiting trial. But for 

Lewis, one thing after another went wrong. 

Lewis’ story, a lawyer for the Iowa chapter of the 

American Civil Liberties Union said, is “not an 

unusual constellation of problems for a person in jail 

to have.” 

“I think it’s pretty typical,” said the ACLU’s 

Randall Wilson. “I think the statistics show that 

people suffer these types of hardships when people 

remain in jail.” 

Troubles began in late October 

Lewis, a Kansas native, moved to West Des 

Moines in fall 2010 to take a job in an Internal 

Revenue Service call center. 

A former security guard and law enforcement 

officer, Lewis also is a hunter and gun collector and 

came to Iowa with a permit to carry a concealed 

weapon. 

Police reports and court records say Lewis’ 

troubles began shortly before midnight on Oct. 29. 

Lewis was headed home in his blue Ford Mustang, 

south on 11th Street toward Regency Woods 

Apartments in West Des Moines, when he came upon 

a Ford Taurus driven by James Scott Ludwick, 35. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/breaking/20120223_Bucks_man_with_knife_shot_dead_by_police.html
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Ludwick, a former soldier and convicted felon, was 

driving four people home from a Halloween party. 

Documents say Ludwick slowed; Lewis passed him. 

Ludwick sped up, and the cars raced down 11th Street 

until they came to Regency Woods. They collided 

when Lewis, in front and on the right, started to turn 

left. 

Lewis said Ludwick and a passenger, Justin 

Lossner, got out of the Taurus and began punching the 

Mustang’s windows. 

They backed off when Lewis pulled out his .380-

caliber pistol. But they came back. 

Lewis said he was outside his car, evaluating its 

damage, when he caught Ludwick and Lossner trying 

to sneak up on him from two different directions. 

The recording of a 911 call made by Lewis begins 

with Lewis yelling at the two to “just stay where you 

are. Get back! Get back! I’m going to start shooting!” 

There are exchanges of profanities while Lewis 

explains the situation to a police dispatcher. Then, 

“Get away from me. Get away from me!” And a bang. 

911 call: Jay Rodney Lewis reports assault, 

shooting attacker 

Ludwick was shot, Lewis said, when Ludwick 

turned away as if to retreat, then spun back and 

charged. Records say the bullet hit Ludwick in his 

chest above the right pectoral muscle, then tore 

through his right bicep. 

Jurors found Lewis’ actions entirely appropriate. 

“He gave them fair warning,” jury forewoman 

Nancy Alberts said. “Normally, anybody that would 

pull a gun on someone, you would think that they 

would stop. ... That wasn’t the case here. You could 

clearly hear on the 911 call where he warned Mr. 

Ludwick.” 

Ludwick, who had a blood-alcohol level of 0.189 

when tested at the hospital that night, did not return 

phone calls requesting comment. Court records show 

his history includes multiple convictions for felony 

theft. 

West Des Moines police arrested Lewis for failing 

to back off and avoid the gunplay. He was charged 

with two counts of intimidation with a dangerous 

weapon and one of going armed with intent. 

The initial bail asked Lewis to post $225,000 cash. 

Lewis, who made $32,359 a year at the IRS, didn’t 

have the money. So he sat in jail. 

Eviction notice posted on door 

One week after the shooting, a lawyer for Regency 

Woods typed up a notice that eventually was posted 

on the door of Lewis’ apartment. It described Lewis as 

a “clear and present danger to the health or safety of 

the other tenants.” As evidence, it cited Lewis’ 

involvement in “an assault with a weapon within 

1,000 feet of the property described above” and the 

fact that he’d been arrested because of it. 

Court papers were filed Nov. 14 to have Lewis 

evicted. 

Documents say a process server tried twice the 

next day to contact Lewis at the apartment. Lawyers 

also sent him a certified letter. Lewis was never there. 

Despite the fact that Regency Woods knew Lewis 

had been arrested, no one ever contacted him at the 

jail. Instead, the apartment complex won a default 

judgment when Lewis failed to appear in court on 

Nov. 22. 

Lewis learned about all this at roughly 7:30 a.m. on 

Nov. 30. One jail guard led him to another, who was 

on the phone. The deputy serving the eviction warrant 

wanted to know if Lewis had any relatives who could 

get Lewis’ belongings off the 11th Street curb. 

“All my relatives are in Kansas,” Lewis said. 

The evicting deputy seized four handguns, three 

rifles, a shotgun and a machete that had been left in 

the apartment. But all his clothing and furniture 

disappeared on Nov. 30, along with a laptop 

containing the only copy of his fourth novel (a 

western). 

“That was several decades of my life that got 

flushed down the toilet,” Lewis said. “I had a 

beautiful flat-screen TV. It’s now in somebody else’s 

living room. … For a while there, every time I turned 

around it was like, ‘Can it possibly get any worse?’ ” 

Joseph Wallace, the lawyer who signed the 

eviction notice, did not return a call requesting 

comment. 

Matt Sheeley, Lewis’ public defender in the case, 

said Regency Woods either knew or should have 

known, thanks to court and jail websites, that Lewis 

was still locked up. 

“There are a lot of things that they could have done 

that they didn’t, and because of their lack of effort, all 

of Jay’s personal belongings are now gone,” Sheeley 

said. 

Sheeley learned of the eviction later, when Lewis 

was rejected by a program that routinely frees first-

time offenders based on the theory that people with 

jobs and a strong support system aren’t flight risks. 

The program passed on Lewis because he “had no 

place to go,” Sheeley said. “Normally, if he had 



family here in Des Moines, if he had some place other 

than his apartment to go, he would have been 

released.” 

Lewis’ bond eventually was lowered to $35,000 on 

Nov. 23. But he still couldn’t come up with the 10 

percent, or $3,500, he needed to get out. 

The worst part was spending Christmas in jail. 

Nobody came to visit, Lewis said. “Frankly, I was 

too ashamed.” 

Jury reaches verdict quickly 

Prosecutors eventually dropped most of the 

charges. Trial on the sole remaining count, reckless 

use of a firearm causing injury, began on Feb. 6. and 

ended late on Feb. 8. 

It was over early the following morning. 

“I just don’t think the state did its job to prove he 

was guilty,” juror Mary Kinney said. “I think the man 

felt he was in danger.” 

Lewis thinks it should have been obvious to 

everyone from the beginning that he was in the right. 

“I went to jail for one reason and one reason only,” 

he said. “I’m a black man. James Ludwick is a white 

man. I think the police had a preconceived notion in 

their head as to what went on.” 

West Des Moines police say that “the arrest of Mr. 

Lewis was based off of the investigative findings, and 

race played no part in that decision-making process.” 

Police Sgt. Ken O’Brien said in an email that his 

department “believes in the equitable, fair and 

impartial application of laws and ordinances without 

regard to race, color, creed, sex or station in life; 

treating individuals with tolerance, compassion, 

empathy and with the dignity we would expect when 

found in similar circumstances.” 

Polk County Attorney John Sarcone said that he 

accepted the jury’s verdict but that the case deserved 

to go to trial because Lewis’ actions raised a sufficient 

number of questions. 

“We just don’t allow people to go shoot people,” 

he said. “Using deadly force is a last resort. It 

shouldn’t be the first resort.” 

Lewis’ case appears to fit the scenario envisioned 

by House File 573, a bill now working its way 

through the Legislature. It would expand current law 

to specify that a potential victim in a violent situation 

has “no duty to retreat” and has the right to “meet 

force with force.” 

The legislation, which Sarcone argued against 

before a House subcommittee last month, also says a 

person cannot be prosecuted for using force against 

someone perceived to pose a threat, even if that 

perception is later proved incorrect. 

What Lewis’ case shows is that current law works, 

Sarcone said: “I don’t know why people are afraid of 

jury trials. I’m not.” 

Lewis, who planned to stay at the YMCA, was able 

to get his job back and went back for the first time 

Tuesday. 

He’s hoping to get a transfer to Kansas City. 

“I’m happy to be free, really happy, to be breathing 

free air,” Lewis said. “But I don’t feel whole yet.” 

http://www.desmoinesregister.com/article/2012022

2/NEWS01/302220033 

 

12-02-22 New Government Initiative Would 

Circumvent Second Amendment By Targeting 

Ammunition Not Guns 

With over 10 million guns sold in the United States 

in 2011, violent crime rising significantly as the 

economic crisis worsens, and self defense killings sky 

rocketing, it’s becoming increasingly unpopular for 

politicians to call for restrictions on firearms. 

If anything, even though government officials in 

states like Illinois and New Jersey are attempting to 

outlaw guns completely, the public outcry has been 

deafening, with each attempt met by protests and 

solidarity from individual rights and gun advocates all 

over the country. 

It’s clear that the majority of Americans support 

their inherent right to bear arms. But, even though the 

strategy of attacking our second Amendment is 

wholly unpopular and failing miserably, misguided 

government officials are beginning to explore ever 

more novel ways of circumventing the US 

Constitution and Second Amendment altogether. 

Like New Jersey’s recent attempt to ban 

ammunition, Illinois is now taking aim at ammo. 

This latest legislation would add a surtax to every 

box of ammunition sold, and if allowed, would set an 

alarming precedent that effectively threatens our 

ability to utilize a firearm for its intended purpose. 

State Rep. Kelly Cassidy, in a bill introduced 

earlier this month, proposed a 2 percent surtax on 

ammunition. The proceeds would go toward a “high-

crime trauma center grant fund,” which would then 

send the tax money to trauma centers in “high-crime 

areas.” 

The idea is to begin to offset the high cost of gun 

violence. Mark Walsh, campaign director for the 

Illinois Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence, told 

http://www.desmoinesregister.com/article/20120222/NEWS01/302220033
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FoxNews.com that cost often ends up being 

shouldered by these urban trauma centers. 

“(The money would go) into communities here in 

Illinois that have been damaged with gun violence,” 

he said. “I think it’s a legitimate way to pursue 

funding.” 

“We aren’t causing the problem. They are,” 

Pearson said. “It’s an attack on firearm owners and 

their rights. … They think that because we like to 

target shoot and hunt, we’re bad people, and we 

should pay for all the ills of the city of Chicago.” 

Since gun owners in Illinois have to have a special 

ID card which requires a background check to obtain, 

Pearson said those committing crimes of gun violence 

aren’t likely to be paying much into the proposed tax 

fund. 

“They’re not buying their ammunition (legally). 

They’re not paying any part of the tax. They’re getting 

their stuff illegally,” he said. 

He estimated a typical box of ammo runs for about 

$25 in Illinois, meaning the average tax per box would 

be about 50 cents. 

Source: Fox News 

Supporters of the new legislation argue that 

proceeds from this small tax will be used to help the 

greater community. In this case, we would argue that 

the road to hell is paved with good intentions. 

The risks of an abusive government having the 

ability to essentially set the price of a product through 

taxation is a scary proposition. Anytime government 

has ever identified a new good or service to tax, if it is 

allowed to do so, it unabashedly continues to raise 

those taxes in perpetuity. 

Gasoline, alcohol and cigarettes are key examples 

of this. In New York, for example, you pay more in 

taxes for a pack of cigarettes than the actual cigarettes. 

This same model will be introduced to ammunition if 

the sycophants in our local, state and federal 

government aren’t stopped. 

You can be assured that if legislation like this isn’t 

stopped swiftly and unequivocally, it will spread like 

a cancer throughout the rest of the country. 

Like cigarettes and booze, ammunition, it will be 

argued, is a danger to public health and the general 

welfare, and as such, will require high taxation to 

cover the adverse social impact it causes. It’s only a 

2% tax today, but once the idea takes hold without 

protest, it will without a doubt lead to massive price 

increases, leaving many without the ability to exercise 

a right that is a pillar of the US Constitution. 

http://theintelhub.com/2012/02/23/new-

government-initiative-would-circumvent-second-

amendment-by-targeting-ammunition-not-guns/ 

 

12-02-22 Chester officials: Firearms bill 

undermines safety efforts 

A handgun control group called CeaseFirePA has 

blasted a proposed piece of legislation which would 

impose penalties against any city, township or 

jurisdiction that has adopted a local firearm ordinance. 

“I think this legislation is designed to actually 

punish us for trying to protect ourselves,” said Chester 

Mayor John Linder, a Democrat who took office in 

January. 

The city of Chester is one of 30 cities across the 

state that could be affected by the bill because it 

passed a lost or stolen gun reporting ordinance in 

August 2010. 

An additional 18 municipalities have passed 

resolutions asking the state Legislature to adopt the 

reform statewide. 

In 2010, Chester City Council passed an ordinance 

that requires firearm owners to report lost or stolen 

handguns within 72 hours of discovering it missing. 

The ordinance stated that if the owners fail to do 

so, they are subject to a maximum fine of $1,000 

and/or a maximum prison sentence of 90 days. 

State Rep. Daryl Metcalfe, R-Butler, introduced the 

bill known as the Private Firearm Ownership 

Protection Act. 

Metcalfe said the bill would require a local 

municipality to reimburse any plaintiff or organization 

that successfully challenges an “illegal local firearm 

ordinance” for actual damages, reasonable attorney 

fees and other legal costs. 

“First of all, it’s clear Rep. Metcalfe does not know 

the blight of inner cities and how lost and stolen guns 

can cause so much harm,” said state Rep. Thaddeus 

Kirkland, D-159, of Chester. “You impose penalties 

on criminals and acts of crimes, not on communities 

who are trying to address (the) lost and stolen gun 

issue in a positive way.” 

Kirkland pitched the idea of the ordinance to 

Wendell Butler, the Republican former mayor of the 

city, in 2010. Max Nacheman, director at 

CeaseFirePA, called the bill ridiculous and 

disgraceful.  

“Cities across the state are struggling with two 

challenges first and foremost: Escalating violence and 

tight budgets,” he said. “Instead of working against 
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these cities and towns, the Legislature ought to be 

supporting them.” 

The Institute for Legislative Action, the lobbying 

arm of the NRA, has expressed support for the bill. 

“If enacted, House Bill 1523 would help eliminate 

the need for litigation by gun owners who have been 

unduly burdened by local ordinances, which violate 

the current state firearm preemption law,” a statement 

said on the NRA-ILA website. 

Nacheman argued that local ordinances do not 

violate the rights of law-abiding gun owners, but 

rather require the reporting of lost and stolen guns. 

Nacheman also noted that judges have upheld local 

ordinances on at least six occasions in court.  

Nacheman said his organization favors a statewide 

law, but it was voted down by the state Legislature 

four years ago. 

The bill was passed by the state House Judiciary 

Committee earlier this month. It was unclear when the 

bill will be before the f ull House for a vote. 

http://www.delcotimes.com/articles/2012/02/22/ne

ws/doc4f446d257d50d626467873.txt?viewmode=full

story 

 

12-02-22 Boy brings unloaded gun to Ohio day 

care 

TOLEDO, Ohio (AP) — Police say a 5-year-old 

boy in Ohio brought an unloaded handgun to the day 

care he attends after finding it in the grass at his 

apartment complex. 

Police say the child thought it was a cigarette 

lighter and was showing it to friends at My First Days 

Day Care in Toledo when administrators saw the 

weapon. 

The Blade newspaper reports Wednesday 

(http://bit.ly/xcvHwg ) that about 20 children were at 

the day care at the time. 

Day care administrator Montarey Barbour says 

employees checked the gun to make sure it was not 

loaded, then called police. 

Police say the boy told his mother about the gun, 

and while she failed to check it closely, no charges are 

likely 

http://news.yahoo.com/boy-brings-unloaded-gun-

ohio-day-care-132513147.html 

 

12-02-22 3 Texas gun-trafficking suspects 

sentenced 

DALLAS (AP) — Three Texas men whom federal 

officials say were linked to a gun used in a U.S. 

agent's death in Mexico were sentenced Tuesday after 

pleading guilty to weapons charges. 

Ranferi Osorio, 28; Kelvin Leon Morrison, 26; and 

Luis Carbajal, 23, were sentenced for their November 

guilty pleas. U.S. District Judge Sam Lindsay of 

Dallas sentenced Osorio to 10 years in prison, 

Morrison to 2½ years in prison, and Carbajal to two 

years of probation. 

Osorio, a veteran of the Afghanistan and Iraq wars; 

his 22-year-old brother, Otilio Osorio; and Morrison, 

their neighbor, pleaded guilty to conspiracy, making 

false statements to a dealer to acquire a firearm and 

possessing a firearm with an obliterated serial number. 

Otilio Osorio and four other co-defendants are 

scheduled to be sentenced next month and in June. 

Carbajal pleaded guilty to making false statements 

to a dealer to acquire a firearm. 

The firearms charges aren't directly related to last 

year's death of U.S. Immigration and Customs 

Enforcement agent Jaime Zapata in Mexico. 

According to the indictment, the three lied to a 

licensed gun dealer from July 2010 through at least 

November 2010 to illegally obtain at least 10 firearms 

that they intended to pass on to others. Federal 

officials have said an informant reported the firearms 

were being supplied to the Zetas, the brutal Mexican 

drug cartel. Mexican authorities have arrested at least 

two Zetas members in the agent's shooting death. 

According to federal complaints, investigators said 

the men met a confidential informant near Dallas in 

November 2010 and gave him 40 guns to take into 

Mexico. The pistols, rifles and a shotgun — most 

without serial numbers — were seized before they 

crossed the border as part of the undercover operation 

by the U.S. Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms 

and the Drug Enforcement Administration. 

But authorities later learned that another gun 

purchased in October 2010 by Otilio Osorio was used 

in the February 2011 attack on two ICE agents as they 

drove on a highway near San Luis Potosi in Mexico, 

killing Zapata and wounding Victor Avila. 

Osorio bought that gun in the Dallas-Fort Worth 

area. It's unclear how, when and by whom that 

weapon was moved into Mexico. 

http://news.yahoo.com/3-texas-gun-trafficking-

suspects-sentenced-034534610.html 

 

12-02-22 What Would Happen If You Shot a 

Gun In Space? 
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Fires can't burn in the oxygen-free vacuum of 

space, but guns can shoot. Modern ammunition 

contains its own oxidizer, a chemical that will trigger 

the explosion of gunpowder, and thus the firing of a 

bullet, wherever you are in the universe. No 

atmospheric oxygen required. 

The only difference between pulling the trigger on 

Earth and in space is the shape of the resulting smoke 

trail. In space, "it would be an expanding sphere of 

smoke from the tip of the barrel," said Peter Schultz 

an astronomer at Brown University who researches 

impact craters. 

The possibility of gunfire in space allows for all 

kinds of absurd scenarios. 

Shooting stars 

Imagine you're floating freely in the vacuum 

between galaxies — just you, your gun and a single 

bullet. You have two options. You either can spend all 

of eternity trying to figure out how you got there, or 

you can shoot the damn cosmos. 

If you do the latter, Newton's third law dictates that 

the force exerted on the bullet will impart an equal 

and opposite force on the gun, and, because you're 

holding the gun, you. With very few intergalactic 

atoms against which to brace yourself, you'll start 

moving backward (not that you’d have any way of 

knowing). If the bullet leaves the gun barrel at 1,000 

meters per second, you — because you're much more 

massive than it is — will head the other way at only a 

few centimeters per second. 

Once shot, the bullet will keep going, quite 

literally, forever. "The bullet will never stop, because 

the universe is expanding faster than the bullet can 

catch up with any serious amount of mass" to slow it 

down, said Matija Cuk, an astronomer with joint 

appointments at Harvard University and the SETI 

Institute. (If the universe weren't expanding, then the 

one or two atoms per cubic centimeter encountered by 

the bullet in the near-vacuum of space would bring it 

to a standstill after 10 million light-years.) 

Getting down to details, the universe expands at a 

rate of 73 kilometers per second per megaparsec 

(about 3 million light-years, or the average distance 

between galaxies). By Cuk's calculations, this means 

matter that is 40,000 to 50,000 light-years away from 

the bullet would move away from it at about the same 

speed at which it is travelling, and would thus be 

forever out of reach. In the entire future of the 

universe, the bullet will catch up only to atoms that 

are less than 40,000 or so light-years from the 

chamber of your gun. 

Speaking of you, you'll be bobbing through space 

forever, too. [Album: Visualizations of Infinity] 

Shooting giants from the hip 

Guns do actually get carried to space, though not 

quite to the void between galaxies. For decades, the 

standard survival pack for Russian cosmonauts has 

included a gun. Until recently, it wasn't just any gun, 

but "a deluxe all-in-one weapon with three barrels and 

a folding stock that doubles as a shovel and contains a 

swing-out machete," according to space historian 

James Oberg. The space guns are issued in case the 

cosmonauts need one back on Earth, so that they can 

protect themselves if emergency landing of their 

Soyuz spacecraft has left them deserted in a 

treacherous region. But still, cosmonauts in theory 

could shoot their guns before they landed. 

So what if, during a spacewalk, a cosmonaut 

opened fire on Jupiter? 

He or she should feel free to shoot from the hip. 

According to Robert Flack, a physicist at University 

College London, the enormous gravitational field of 

Jupiter is likely to suck in a bullet even if it is badly 

aimed. "Jupiter is so huge, it will capture the bullet 

and then it will follow a curved path down into the 

planet," Flack said. 

And as it does, it will pick up some serious steam. 

According to Schultz, if the bullet is shot straight 

toward Jupiter, the planet's gravity will accelerate the 

ammo to the eye-popping speed of almost 60 

kilometers per second by the time it crosses the gas 

giant's threshold. 

Watch your back 

Shooting someone in the back is a cowardly act. In 

space, "theoretically you could shoot yourself in the 

back," Schultz said. 

You could do it, for example, while in orbit around 

a planet. Because objects orbiting planets are actually 

in a constant state of free fall, you have to get the 

setup just right. You'd have to shoot horizontally at 

just the right altitude for the bullet to circle the planet 

and fall back to where it started (you). And you'd also 

have to consider how much you'll get kicked 

backwards (and consequently, how much your altitude 

will change) when you fire.  

"The aim has to be perfect," Schultz said. 

Such a scenario isn't as absurd as it sounds. In fact, 

Schultz said scientists at one point were considering 



setting up such a self-hit in space in order to 

investigate the effects of high-speed impacts. 

However, considering all the math involved, Cuk 

suggests it might be easier to commit space suicide by 

standing on a mountain on the moon. "'Shooting 

yourself in the back' works in principle if you shoot a 

bullet at horizon from the top of a lunar mountain, at 

1600 meters per second or so," he said. He thinks it 

just might work as long as you adjust your aim to 

account for lumps and irregularities in the shape of the 

moon, which would affect the altitude of the bullet as 

it travels. 

With so many possible movie plotlines to consider, 

one question remains: Why are there so few space 

shoot 'em ups? 

http://news.yahoo.com/happen-shot-gun-space-

144210543.html 

 

12-02-21 Jeannette man sought in North Belle 

Vernon crash 

Southwest Regional police want to question a 

Jeannette man who may have fled a traffic stop on 

Saturday and crashed into a North Belle Vernon 

residence. 

Heroin and a loaded handgun were found nearby, 

police said. 

Police recovered 40 stamp bags of heroin, a loaded 

.25-caliber handgun and $20 in a shed near the crash 

site at 701 Green St., where police believe the suspect 

was hiding, police said. 

An officer was pursuing the vehicle for speeding 

on Route 906 in Belle Vernon at 6:42 p.m., police 

Chief John Hartman said, and the man led officers on 

a chase for more than 20 blocks. 

"The driver turned into a residential area, picking 

up speed, and our officer did the right thing by pulling 

back and not putting the public in danger," Hartman 

said. 

The driver ran several stop signs, knocked over a 

stop sign, and drove onto a sidewalk on Speers Street 

before crashing into the house, Hartman said. The 

crash caused "cosmetic" damage to the house, he said. 

Police said they want to question Isaiah Jones, 20, 

in connection with the incident. 

The driver hid in the shed before he ran off, police 

said. A small amount of blood discovered in the shed 

was sent to a criminal laboratory for analysis. 

Police have learned the driver did not have 

permission to use the vehicle, and the firearm had 

been reported stolen from a Washington County 

resident. The driver was carrying Mace, Hartman said. 

Anyone with information is asked to telephone 

police at 724-929-8484. 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/ne

ws/westmoreland/s_782613.html 

 

12-02-21 Trafficker of gun used in cop killing 

gets 102 months 

The man convicted of transporting a Taurus .45-

caliber, semiautomatic handgun used in the 2008 

killing of Philadelphia Police Sgt. Patrick McDonald 

was sentenced by a federal judge today to 102 months 

in federal prison. 

Stephen Lashley, 35, was found guilty last month 

of illegally transporting three firearms and possession 

of a firearm by a convicted felon. 

Lashley, who has been incarcerated since May 

2009, had been convicted of similar charges in 

December 2009 and was sentenced in March 2010 to 

10 years in a federal lockup. 

But a U.S. Court of Appeals here reversed the 

conviction last year and sent the case back to U.S. 

District Judge Michael Baylson for a new trial. 

Prosecutors said Lashley had hired John Mack to 

purchase the weapon used in Sgt. McDonald's killing 

in South Carolina and a second handgun and then 

carried them to Philadelphia between November 2006 

and June 2007. (Lashley was unable to purchase the 

guns legally because of a prior felony drug 

conviction.) 

On September 23, 2008, another man, Daneel 

Giddings, used the Taurus handgun to shoot 

McDonald multiple times after a traffic stop in North 

Philadelphia. 

Giddings later was killed in a shootout with cops 

who responded to the scene. 

Defense attorney Caroline Goldner Cinquanto had 

assailed the credibility of Mack at trial said there was 

no evidence linking Lashley to Giddings. 

But Assistant U.S. Attorney Joseph A. LaBar said 

that although Lashley "did not pull the trigger" of the 

gun that killed Sgt. McDonald he "shared 

responsibility" for the murder because he "brought the 

murder weapon" here. 

Advisory sentencing guidelines called for a 

sentence of 63 to 78 months. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/breaking/13988

8993.html 
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12-02-21 Montana Lake County law 

enforcement officers sue colleagues in federal court 

For months a handful of law enforcement officers 

in Lake County have been denying allegations of 

misconduct. Now they’ll be defending themselves in 

court. 

Five current and former officers in the Lake 

County Sheriff’s Department filed a lawsuit in federal 

court today (PDF) alleging that four of their 

colleagues, including the sheriff and undersheriff, 

retaliated against them for bringing forward evidence 

of wrongdoing within the department, ranging from a 

deputy’s lies about serving as a U.S. Marine to several 

officers’ involvement in a poaching group known as 

the “Coyote Club.” 

The plaintiffs—Detective Mike Gehl, Detective 

Steve Kendley, former Deputy Terry Leonard, Deputy 

Levi Read and Deputy Ben Woods—have been 

“reprimanded in their employment, have suffered 

demotions, have been denied promotions, and have 

been subjected to a hostile work environment by the 

leadership of the Lake County Sheriff’s Department 

because of the exercise of their First Amendment 

constitutional rights as well as the exercise of their 

duty as Montana Peace Officers,” the lawsuit states. 

The plaintiffs claim that the defendants—Sheriff 

Jay Doyle, Undersheriff Dan Yonkin, and officers 

Mike Sargeant and Dan Duryee—“have formed and 

continue to operate an organization of officers the 

purpose of which is to engage in illegal activities and 

the covering up of such illegal activities by retaliation 

against officers who ‘don’t go along’ with this group.” 

“These gentlemen did not want to file this suit,” 

says the plaintiffs’ attorney, Rich Buley, of Missoula. 

“However, because of the total inaction of Lake 

County officials, as well as state officials, including 

the attorney general’s office, they had no option.” 

The lawsuit further alleges that the defendants, 

“acting in concert and with criminal purpose,” 

violated the federal Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt 

Organizations Act, or RICO, by attempting to prevent 

plaintiffs from providing evidence of the “unlawful 

killing, poaching and interstate transportation of 

illegally taken game.” 

As the Independent reported in December, 

Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks in September 2010 

began investigating the so-called Coyote Club, a circle 

of Lake County law enforcement officers who’d 

allegedly been poaching game animals for years. The 

investigation, which is ongoing, has centered on 

former reserve deputy Jesse Jacobs and Jason Nash, 

an officer with the Confederated Salish and Kootenai 

Tribes, but the dozens of interviews conducted by 

Game Warden Frank Bowen also implicate the 

defendants, specifically Sargeant and Duryee. 

The lawsuit goes on to claim that defendants Doyle 

and Yonkin violated Leonard’s civil rights when they 

searched his home and confiscated his computer in 

September 2010. Earlier that year, with the sheriff’s 

election upcoming, Leonard had created two websites 

to disseminate information about the alleged 

misconduct in the sheriff’s department. Suspected of 

having committed the misdemeanor crimes of 

“election materials not to be anonymous, and criminal 

defamation,” his home was searched. The lawsuit 

claims Yonkin downloaded the data on Leonard’s 

computer even though the search warrant didn’t allow 

for searching the computers themselves. Leonard’s 

property wasn’t returned to him until February 2011. 

No charges were filed against him. 

Leonard told the Independent late last year that the 

Lake County Sheriff’s Department “had no intention 

of seeing justice done or even conducting a proper 

investigation with due diligence. It was simply a 

strong-arm tactic to send a message of fear and 

intimidation... Basically, ‘Don’t question what we are 

doing here in Lake County. Don’t bring attention to 

us. Don’t point out the corruption—or we will come 

to your home, search it and seize your property.’” 

In the lawsuit, Gehl, Kendley, Read, and Woods all 

claim to have been reprimanded for attempting to 

expose misconduct in the department. Kendley 

reported that Duryee had altered a rifle registered to 

the Lake County Sheriff’s Department to make it a 

machine gun, a violation of federal law. Read 

complained that Duryee fabricated his tales of Gulf 

War combat. (That purported experience earned 

Duryee command of Lake County’s Special Response 

Team. He later admitted to lying about his military 

service.) The plaintiffs all made complaints about 

Doyle, Sargeant and Duryee’s belonging to the 

Coyote Club, and about officers stealing ammunition 

that had been donated to the department. 

Gehl, Read and Woods were suspended without 

pay. Gehl and Kendley were also demoted, 

punishment, they claim, for taking their complaints to 

Montana Attorney General Steve Bullock in January 

2011. The demotions, the suit states, came as a “direct 

result of their exercise of their constitutional rights of 



free speech.” Sheriff Doyle has denied that the 

demotions resulted from meeting with Bullock. 

Doyle didn’t immediately return a call seeking 

comment. “Everything they are alleging has already 

been investigated—fully,” he said of the allegations 

late last year. 

“These aren’t the only actions of wrongdoing or 

breaking of laws that we intend to present at trial,” 

Buley says. “There’s much more.” 

http://missoulanews.bigskypress.com/IndyBlog/arc

hives/2012/02/21/lake-county-law-enforcement-

officers-sue-colleagues-in-federal-court 

 

12-02-21New Hampshire man arrested for firing 

gun into ground while catching suspected burglar 

A New Hampshire man who fired his handgun into 

the ground to scare an alleged burglar he caught 

crawling out of a neighbor's window is now facing a 

felony charge -- and the same potential prison 

sentence as the man he stopped. 

Dennis Fleming, 61, of Farmington, was arrested 

for reckless conduct after the Saturday incident at his 

19th century farmhouse. The single grandfather had 

returned home to find that his home had been 

burglarized and spotted Joseph Hebert, 27, climbing 

out of a window at a neighbor's home. Fleming said 

he yelled "Freeze!" before firing his gun into the 

ground, then held Hebert at gunpoint until police 

arrived. 

I didn't think I could handle this guy physically, so 

I fired into the ground," Fleming told FoxNews.com. 

"He stopped. He knew I was serious. I was angry … 

and I was worried that this guy was going to come 

after me." 

No one was injured in the incident, but when the 

police arrived, they made two arrests. Hebert was 

charged with two counts of burglary and drug 

possession. He faces up to seven years in prison if 

convicted. Fleming, meanwhile, is scheduled to be 

arraigned March 20 on a charge of reckless conduct, 

which could potentially land him a sentence similar to 

the one Hebert faces. 

"I didn't know it was illegal [to fire into the 

ground], but I had to make that guy realize I was 

serious," Fleming said. "I've got a clean record. I 

really don't want to be convicted." 

County Attorney Tom Velardi told Foster's Daily 

Democrat he will review the case and determine if the 

charge against Fleming is appropriate under the state 

statutes regarding self-defense and defense of 

property. 

Fleming, meanwhile, is hoping to catch a break. 

"I have 14 grandchildren, I don't want to be a felon 

and go to jail," he said. "I'm kind of wound up about 

it." 

Fleming's collection of seven rifles and a .38-

caliber handgun were seized by police. But Fleming 

said he's not entirely defenseless: "I've got a 

Louisville Slugger here, but I would call the police," 

he said. 

Calls seeking comment from Farmington Police 

Department Chief Scott Roberge were not 

immediately returned. 

Penny Dean, a spokeswoman for the Gun Owners 

of New Hampshire, said her organization is 

"absolutely outraged" by Fleming's arrest. 

"This homeowner fired at the ground, from all 

accounts, in a safe direction and held a burglar for 

police and did things correctly," Dean told 

FoxNews.com. "The fact that this man would be 

charged is an outrage. Burglars in New Hampshire 

must know it's open season, since homeowners cannot 

defend themselves, as evidenced by this case. This is 

charging the victim." 

Rick Pelkey, Fleming's longtime neighbor, said 

he's now worried how the "straight-forward, working-

class guy" will pay legal fees associated with the 

arrest. 

"I think it's outrageous," Pelkey told 

FoxNews.com. "He did the community a service here. 

We ought to thank him for it." 

http://www.foxnews.com/us/2012/02/21/new-

hampshire-man-faces-felony-charge-after-firing-gun-

into-ground-near-burglar/#ixzz1nDG3boFu 

 

12-02-21 Telford Man Waives Felony Firearm 

Ownership Charges 

Samuel Carmello Sofia, 36, allegedly purchased a 

rifle for Emilio Sciortino, the Telford man who 

allegedly held his wife hostage in January 

Emilio Sciortino cannot own a firearm. 

Sciortino was denied the purchase of a gun at a 

Bucks County gun shop in August 2011. 

Samuel Carmello Sofia can own a firearm. 

Sofia allegedly purchased a Savage Axis .30-06 

from a Bucks County gun shop in August 2011 - for 

Sciortino. 

http://missoulanews.bigskypress.com/IndyBlog/archives/2012/02/21/lake-county-law-enforcement-officers-sue-colleagues-in-federal-court
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Now, Sofia, 36, of the 300 block of Kimberwick 

Court, Telford, faces three felony charges for 

arraignment at county court on April 11. 

Sofia waived all charges at a brief preliminary 

hearing before District Judge Kenneth Deatelhauser in 

Souderton at 1 p.m. Sofia was represented by attorney 

Doug Johnson. 

Police allege Sofia committed a Class Three felony 

of providing false information on firearm ownership, 

and another for giving the gun to Sciortino after 

buying it. 

Sofia also faces one felony charge of criminal 

conspiracy, police said. 

On Jan. 10, Sciortino allegedly loaded up a Savage 

Axis .30-06-caliber rifle, modified with bipod and 

telescopic sight, inside his Indian Valley Lane 

bedroom after hearing over his scanner the dispatch of 

Montgomery County SWAT. 

Police said he wanted to be prepared for snipers, 

who were responding to a report of a hostage 

situation. The police didn't know what to prepare for, 

as minutes earlier, Sciortino fired four warning shots 

from his window. 

All the while, his wife was prone on the floor, 

hands and arms covering her head. 

In the end, Sciortino let his wife walk out of their 

home. He then surrendered to police. 

During an interview with police Jan. 10, Sciortino 

was asked to give a verbal inventory of his guns. 

According to the affidavit, Sciortino told police he 

had a Marlin rifle, a Remington 12-gauge shotgun and 

a "friend's .30-06 rifle that he wanted to try out." 

During a search, police recovered three guns, each 

with a round in the chamber: 

A Remington 12-gauge, loaded with five rounds, 

with magazine plug removed 

A Marlin Remington .35-caliber lever-action rifle, 

loaded with three rounds, firing pin hammer back 

A Savage .30-06-caliber bolt-action riifle, with a 

bipod and telescopic sight, fully loaded detached 

magazine 

Sciortino told police that he wanted to buy a rifle, 

but he was denied. According to the affidavit, a 

Montgomery County gun shop checked Sciortino's 

identity. After said check, Sciortino was denied the 

purchase of the rifle and told he was prohibited from 

making the purchase. 

Later in the evening, on Jan. 10, police spoke with 

Sciortino's wife. She told police a story of how 

Sciortino was listening to everything on the scanner 

and how he told her the SWAT would have a sniper, 

according to the affidavit. 

The victim told police the black .30-06 her husband 

loaded up belonged to him and not to Sofia, according 

to the affidavit. She there, she said, when he was 

denied the purchase and the gun was taken out of his 

grip by the clerk. 

She said Sciortino asked her to buy a rifle for him, 

but she refused, police said. 

Sofia bought the Savage rifle, the victim told 

police. The affidavit said that, in spite of the victim 

warning Sofia not to do so, Sofia purchased it for 

Sciortino. 

Furthermore, the victim said Sciortino had the gun 

modified and customized to suit him, according to the 

affidavit. 

On Jan. 16, Sofia showed up to Telford Police 

because he wanted to clear up the matter of a .30-06 

rifle that police recovered, according to the affidavit. 

Sofia proffered that he bought the rifle as a back-up 

hunting rifle and that he loaned it to Sciortino, 

according to the affidavit. 

Sofia said Sciortino could use the rifle but that 

Sciortino had to return it in the same condition, 

according to the affidavit. 

Police said Sofia could not provide an accurate 

description of the rifle; Sofia failed to mention the 

bipod and sight, according to the affidavit. 

"It has a synthetic stock and, I believe, a stainless 

barrel," Sofia was quoted as saying to police. 

Sofia also told police he had not seen the rifle since 

December 2011, according to the affidavit. 

Police said when Sofia was pressed for the truth, he 

said he purchased the rifle for Sciortino to use. 

When asked if he was warned not to buy the rifle 

by the victim, he said he doesn't pay attention to what 

the victim says, according to the affidavit. 

Police visited three firearm dealers in Bucks and 

Montgomery counties. Police discovered that 

Sciortino was denied a purchase of a Savage Axis .30-

06-caliber on Aug. 16, 2011. Police also discovered 

Sofia bought a Savage Axis .30-06 on Aug. 18, 2011. 

The victim was interviewed a second time. She told 

police that she recalled a conversation between Sofia 

and Sciortino wherein Sciortino asked Sofia to buy a 

rifle for him, according to the affidavit. 

The victim told Sofia not to buy it and she warned 

Sofia's wife the same, according to the affidavit. 

She told police Sofia was well aware of the fact 

that Sciortino had been denied the purchase of a rifle 



and told Sofia that he could get into a great deal of 

trouble, according to the affidavit. 

http://lansdale.patch.com/articles/telford-man-

waives-felony-firearm-ownership-charges 

 

12-02-21 Musical mystery: Unloaded pistol 

discovered inside piano donated to Michigan 

nursing home 

PITTSFIELD TOWNSHIP, Mich. — Police say an 

unloaded gun has been found inside a piano that was 

donated to a southeast Michigan nursing home years 

ago. 

AnnArbor.com reports (http://bit.ly/xWHdtA ) that 

staff at Whitehall Healthcare Center in Pittsfield 

Township, 5 miles south of Ann Arbor, found the gun 

Friday in a case inside the piaPittsfield Township 

deputy police chief Gordy Schick says he suspects the 

Ruger .22 caliber pistol was hidden long before the 

musical instrument was donated to the home. 

Schick says police checked a state database but 

found no registered owner for the gun. They are trying 

to determine its last owner by checking the serial 

number against Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms 

and Explosives records. 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-

science/musical-mystery-unloaded-pistol-discovered-

inside-piano-donated-to-michigan-nursing-

home/2012/02/21/gIQA7fIzQR_story.html 

 

12-02-21 Gun-rights groups decry proposed 

surtax on Illinois ammo sales 

An Illinois lawmaker wants gun owners to shell out 

extra taxes in order to finance a new grant program for 

trauma centers, a move firearms advocacy groups say 

amounts to a "sin tax" on law-abiding hunters and 

target shooters.  

State Rep. Kelly Cassidy, in a bill introduced 

earlier this month, proposed a 2 percent surtax on 

ammunition. The proceeds would go toward a "high-

crime trauma center grant fund," which would then 

send the tax money to trauma centers in "high-crime 

areas."  

The idea is to begin to offset the high cost of gun 

violence. Mark Walsh, campaign director for the 

Illinois Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence, told 

FoxNews.com that cost often ends up being 

shouldered by these urban trauma centers.  

"(The money would go) into communities here in 

Illinois that have been damaged with gun violence," 

he said. "I think it's a legitimate way to pursue 

funding."  

But Richard Pearson, director of the Illinois State 

Rifle Association, said the bill effectively saddles gun 

owners -- hunters, target shooters and those who own 

firearms for self defense -- as a whole with the cost of 

gang violence in high-crime areas like Chicago.  

"We aren't causing the problem. They are," Pearson 

said. "It's an attack on firearm owners and their rights. 

... They think that because we like to target shoot and 

hunt, we're bad people, and we should pay for all the 

ills of the city of Chicago."  

Since gun owners in Illinois have to have a special 

ID card which requires a background check to obtain, 

Pearson said those committing crimes of gun violence 

aren't likely to be paying much into the proposed tax 

fund.  

"They're not buying their ammunition (legally). 

They're not paying any part of the tax. They're getting 

their stuff illegally," he said.  

He estimated a typical box of ammo runs for about 

$25 in Illinois, meaning the average tax per box would 

be about 50 cents.  

Cassidy, a Democrat who represents a district in 

the North Side of Chicago, did not return a request for 

comment.  

Her proposal would exempt ammunition purchases 

by the state's Department of Natural Resources.  

All the surtax proceeds from other ammo sales 

would go toward the grant fund.  

The National Rifle Association is also opposed to 

the bill. Spokeswoman Stephanie Samford said "law-

abiding citizens should not be saddled with a tax on 

ammunition to pay for the acts of violent criminals."  

"This sends a message that responsible gun owners 

are somehow responsible for violent crime, which is 

certainly not true," she said. 

http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2012/02/21/gun-

rights-groups-decry-proposed-surtax-on-illinois-

ammo-

sales/?test=latestnews?test=latestnews#ixzz1n7O2x1g

c 

 

12-02-20 Mexico riot toll: 44 dead 

MONTERREY, MEXICO - An inmate riot that 

may have been staged to cover a breakout killed 44 

prisoners yesterday, and the jail's director and all 

guards on duty at the time have been detained, a 

security official said. 
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Nuevo Leon state public security spokesman Jorge 

Domene Zambrano said the riot broke out at about 2 

a.m. in a high-security section of a state prison in the 

city of Apodaca outside the northern industrial city of 

Monterrey. 

The fight between two cell blocks, each with about 

750 prisoners, may have been staged as a cover for a 

prison break, he said. Domene said in counting the 

dead, officials discovered some prisoners missing, but 

didn't know yet how many. 

Forty-four people died before state police regained 

control about two hours later. 

Investigators are looking into whether the fight was 

started by members of the rival Gulf and Zeta cartels, 

once the same organization. Their split two years ago 

has caused a spike in violence in the region around 

Monterrey, Mexico's third-largest city and once the 

country's symbol of development and prosperity. 

The prison had members of both gangs, who were 

normally separated, fueling theories that the 17 guards 

on duty could have been involved. The prison 

director, the director of security and a supervisor also 

are being held, Domene said. 

The victims died from makeshift knives and blows, 

Domene said, adding that no firearms were found 

among the prisoners. 

Deadly fights happen periodically in Mexico's 

prisons as gangs and drug cartels stage jail breaks and 

battle for control of penitentiaries, often with the 

involvement of officials. Yesterday's riot was one of 

the deadliest so far. 

All 2,500 inmates in the prison were incarcerated 

for federal crimes, and as many as 70 percent had yet 

to be convicted, Domene said. The inmate population 

grew by 1,500 in the last year to 180 percent capacity, 

the result of a crackdown on organized crime and drug 

trafficking in the last year, he added. 

More than 47,500 people have been killed in drug-

related violence since 2006, when President Felipe 

Calderon intensified a crackdown on organized crime. 

Families of prisoners protested outside the prison 

because they couldn't get information on the victims. 

Only 10 of the dead had been identified by late 

afternoon. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/nation_world/2

0120220_Mexico_riot_toll__44_dead.html 

 

12-02-20 More Va. gun-rights bills clear full 

Senate, committee 

City, town and county employees could store 

firearms and ammunition in personal cars at work 

under a bill that cleared a Virginia Senate committee 

Monday. 

The bill, which originated in the House, now goes 

to the full Senate, which earlier this session repealed 

Virginia’s one-per-month limit on handgun purchases, 

and on Monday passed several other gun-rights bills. 

One of those would require localities conducting gun 

buy-back programs to resell the weapons instead of 

destroying them. 

Under the bill that cleared the Senate Courts of 

Justice Committee, localities could no longer prohibit 

workers from storing guns and ammunition in private 

cars parked in employee parking lots. 

The guns would have to be stored inside a 

container and the vehicle locked. Opponents have 

noted that the legislation does not require that the 

container itself be locked or that ammunition be stored 

out of sight. 

The Senate committee amended the measure 

slightly from the version that cleared the House this 

month. It makes an exception for employees who 

work for mental health agencies and use their private 

cars to transport mentally ill people to doctor’s 

appointments. 

The Senate committee also amended the bill to 

make clear that the measure would not apply to 

employees of colleges and universities. 

Separate bills that would have prevented public 

colleges and universities from banning firearms on 

campus already failed this session, as did legislation 

to allow college professors to carry weapons on 

campus. 

Also Monday, the full Senate passed a bill that 

would require localities that run gun buy-back 

programs to offer the collected weapons for sale 

instead of automatically destroying them. The Senate 

passed the bill, which had originated in the House, on 

a 23 to 17 vote. 

The bill requires localities that obtain guns through 

buy-back programs to offer the weapons for sale to 

licensed firearms dealers, either through public 

auction or by sealed bids. Localities would have 

authority to destroy guns that remain unsold.  

“If they catch a drug dealer and they take his car, 

do they destroy it? No, they sell it,” said Philip Van 

Cleave, president of the Virginia Citizens Defense 

League. “Why would you destroy something that has 

value? That makes no sense.” 

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/nation_world/20120220_Mexico_riot_toll__44_dead.html
http://www.philly.com/philly/news/nation_world/20120220_Mexico_riot_toll__44_dead.html


Opponents had argued that the intent of gun buy-

back programs was to take weapons out of circulation.  

The Senate also voted Monday to pass a bill, 

known as the “Castle Doctrine,” that provides civil 

immunity to someone who fatally shoots an intruder. 

Another would strip localities of the right to require 

fingerprints as part of the application process for 

concealed handgun permits. 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/virginia-

politics/post/more-va-gun-rights-bills-clear-full-

senate-

committee/2012/02/20/gIQAYaqrPR_blog.html 

 

12-02-20 Friends shocked, saddened by shooting 

victim's death 

Friends and family who witnessed a Reading man 

suffer a gunshot wound to the head said it was all a 

tragic accident. 

Michael Nieves, 30, passed away Monday morning 

at Reading Hospital. 

He was rushed there after being shot at the 

Leesport Gun Club in Ontelaunee Twp., Berks Co., 

said police, who were called to the club just after 5:30 

p.m. Sunday. 

"He puts the pistol to his head and he pulls the 

trigger," said Rafael Antonio Piovanetti, the victim's 

cousin. "After that, I seen the revolver spark." 

"We all froze and we heard the shot and we seen 

the smile on his face just disappear," said Martin 

Sanger, a friend of the victim. 

Piovanetti and Sanger said Nieves thought the .22 

caliber revolver he was using was empty and didn't 

realize there was another bullet left. 

"I got tired of screaming and crying. I jumped on 

him, checked his pulse, and his pulse was still pulsing. 

I told him, 'Talk to me.' He tried to talk to me," said 

Piovanetti. 

"I'm taking it pretty hard myself, personally, 

because he shot himself with my gun," said Sanger. 

They said Nieves loved music and dancing, and he 

was an expert marksman, as well as a frequent visitor 

to the Leesport Gun Club. 

"I can't believe it. It's something that I can't accept. 

But I have to face up to the fact that we lost a good 

person," said Melissa Vintora. 

"And we were raised together in the Bronx, New 

York. And now he's gone," said Piovanetti. 

"Continue to pray for the family and friends 

because they're going to need it," said Sanger. 

An autopsy on Nieves will be done Tuesday 

afternoon, the coroner said. 

Police said, at this point, they are investigating the 

shooting as a self-inflicted accident. 

Family members said Michael's organs will be 

donated to help others. 

http://www.wfmz.com/news/Friends-shocked-

sadden-by-shooting-victim-s-death/-

/121458/8813294/-/6gcpsnz/-/index.html 

NOTE the victim appears that he was prohibited 

from owning firearm and got probation instead of 

jail time 

 

12-02-19 Man charged in attempt at Capitol 

suicide attack 

WASHINGTON - A 29-year-old Moroccan man, 

who believed he was working with al-Qaeda, was 

arrested Friday near the U.S. Capitol as he was 

planning to detonate what he thought was a suicide 

vest, given to him by undercover operatives, said 

police and government officials. 

Amine El Khalifi of Alexandria, Va., was taken 

into custody with an inoperable gun and inert 

explosives, according to a counterterrorism official. 

He arrived near the Capitol in a van with the two 

undercover officers, and walked toward the building, 

according to court papers. He was arrested before he 

left the parking garage. 

Khalifi made a brief appearance in federal court in 

Alexandria on Friday afternoon, wearing a green shirt 

and black pants and holding his arms together behind 

his back. A judge set a bail hearing for 2 p.m. 

Wednesday. 

FBI agents in blue jackets raided a red brick 

rambler in Arlington after the arrest. A police car 

blocked the entrance. 

A criminal complaint charges him with knowingly 

and unlawfully attempting to use a weapon of mass 

destruction against property that is owned and used by 

the United States. The charge carries a maximum 

penalty of life in prison. 

Khalifi, who was under constant surveillance, 

expressed interest in killing at least 30 people and 

considered targeting a building in Alexandria and a 

restaurant, synagogue, and a place where military 

personnel gather in Washington before he settled on 

the Capitol after canvassing that area a couple of 

times, the counterterrorism official said. During the 

investigation, Khalifi went with undercover operatives 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/virginia-politics/post/more-va-gun-rights-bills-clear-full-senate-committee/2012/02/20/gIQAYaqrPR_blog.html
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to a quarry in West Virginia in January to practice 

detonating explosives, according to court documents. 

Khalifi, who came to the United States when he 

was 16, is unemployed and not believed to be 

associated with al-Qaeda. He had been under 

investigation for about a year and had overstayed his 

visitor visa, which expired in 1999, making him in the 

country illegally, according to court documents. 

According to the affidavit filed by an FBI agent, 

Khalifi told acquaintances in January 2011 that he 

agreed the "war on terrorism" was a "war on 

Muslims" and that they needed to be ready for war. 

Before settling on a plot to conduct a suicide 

bombing in the Capitol, Khalifi considered blowing 

up an office building in Alexandria where military 

officials worked and a restaurant in Washington to 

target military officials who gathered there. He even 

purchased supplies including nails for the operation, 

according to the affidavit. 

Later, when he settled on bombing the Capitol, 

Khalifi asked his associates for more explosives that 

would be detonated by dialing a cellphone number. In 

January, he told authorities he wanted to know if an 

explosion would be large enough to destroy a 

building. 

Khalifi met with two undercover law enforcement 

officers, who gave him an automatic weapon, which 

had been rendered inoperable. Khalifi carried the 

firearm around the room, practiced pulling the trigger 

and looking in the mirror. 

A former landlord in Arlington said he believed 

Khalifi was suspicious and called police a year and a 

half ago. 

Frank Dynda said that when he told Khalifi to 

leave, the suspect said he had a right to stay and 

threatened to beat him up. Dynda said he thought 

Khalifi was making bombs, but police told him to 

leave the man alone. Dynda later had Khalifi evicted. 

Khalifi had at least one man staying with him and 

claimed he was running a luggage business from the 

apartment, though Dynda never saw any bags. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/nation_world/2

0120219_Man_charged_in_attempt_at_Capitol_suicid

e_attack.html 

 

12-02-18 Washington Township man accused of 

stealing stepfather's guns 

A Washington Township man is accused of 

breaking into his stepfather's home to steal guns, 

which he later sold. 

Jeffrey M. Babcock, 21, of 203 Maiolie Road, was 

charged Friday by township police with burglary, 

criminal trespass, theft by unlawful taking and 

receiving stolen property in the theft, which police 

said occurred Wednesday. 

Babcock lives downstairs in the home of his 

stepfather, Raymond Maiolie, but he is not permitted 

inside Maiolie's apartment, according to an affidavit 

of probable cause filed by township Patrolman 

Vincent D. Surace before Washington Township 

District Judge Jason Buczak. 

Maiolie told police he noticed Wednesday that a 

.22-caliber rifle and 12-gauge shotgun were missing 

from a gun cabinet in his living room. Maiolie then 

showed Surace video-surveillance tapes of Babcock 

removing the firearms. 

When police questioned Babcock later, he admitted 

to the theft, according to an affidavit of probable 

cause. 

"(Babcock) went on to say that he did it to get back 

at him for videotaping him and his girlfriend 

downstairs," Surace wrote. 

Babcock reportedly sold the guns -- the rifle to 

Delmont Sports Shop in Delmont and the shotgun to 

an area man, who returned the firearm to police once 

he learned it was stolen. 

Babcock was jailed after failing to post $50,000 

bond. A preliminary hearing will be held Feb. 27 

before Buczak. 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/ne

ws/westmoreland/s_782263.html 

 

12-02-18 Canonsburg man gets 15 to 40 years 

for Somerset killing 

  A Washington County man will serve 15 to 40 

years in prison for the murder of a Pittsburgh man in a 

shootout during a drug deal in Somerset County last 

year. 

Brett Maurice Bailey, 25, of Canonsburg, pleaded 

guilty in December to third-degree murder of Samuel 

Taylor, 39, who died three days after the April 2011 

gunfight in Somerset. 

Somerset County Judge John M. Cascio sentenced 

Bailey on Thursday to 15 years, 6 months to 40 years 

in state prison. He has to pay a $5,000 fine and court 

costs. Bailey was credited for 298 days served. 

Bailey had gone to an apartment at 404 W. Main 

St. to buy drugs at 2:07 a.m. April 14, 2011, police 

said. An argument ensued during the drug deal 

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/nation_world/20120219_Man_charged_in_attempt_at_Capitol_suicide_attack.html
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between Bailey and Taylor and two other people in 

the apartment. 

Taylor and Bailey shot each other during the 

incident. Taylor died of multiple gunshot wounds to 

the chest and head. A wounded Bailey was discovered 

a block away. 

Prosecutors dropped charges of robbery, 

aggravated assault, possession of a firearm by a 

convicted felon, carrying a firearm without a license, 

theft and receiving stolen property against Bailey in 

exchange for his guilty plea. 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/ne

ws/regional/s_782241.html 

 

12-02-17 Dirty Harry? Police officer who shot 

dead unarmed grandfather while he held baby 

involved in FIVE previous fatal shootings 

All previous shootings by Arizona officer James 

Peters ruled justifiable  

Latest killing saw John Loxas, 50, cut down by 

single rifle shot to head  

Scottsdale police investigate 'anomaly' of six 

shootings over ten years  

Other victim's lawyer brings up 2006 case when 

city paid out $75,000  

Compared to 1971 Clint Eastwood film 'Dirty 

Harry' about tough cop 

A controversial policeman who fatally shot a 

grandfather holding his nine-month-old baby earlier 

this week has now been involved in six deadly 

shootings across one city over the past decade. 

All five previous killings which involved James 

Peters, of Scottsdale, Arizona, were ruled justifiable 

by prosecutors, as was a shooting in which the victim 

survived - and one even earned him a medal. 

Now, after the latest killing, which saw John 

Loxas, 50, cut down by a single rifle shot to the head 

on Tuesday while holding the baby, authorities are 

again scrutinising the 12-year police veteran. 

‘It's not a normal amount of officer-involved 

shootings. It's an anomaly in our department and in 

most departments,’ said Sergeant Mark Clark, a 

spokesman for the 435-officer force in Scottsdale. 

With its year-round sunshine, the Phoenix suburb 

has become a magnet for professionals, retirees and 

winter tourists, and is known for its fine resorts, golf 

courses and expensive second homes 

The city of almost 220,000 people is considered 

one of the safest cities in metropolitan Phoenix. But it 

also has a grittier side, and the latest shooting 

happened in the working-class south end of the city. 

Officer Peters, whom police would not allow to be 

interviewed, was among six officers called to Mr 

Loxas’s home after a neighbour told 911 he was 

holding the baby and threatening them with a gun.  

The policemen were getting ready to go into the 

run-down, trash-strewn home and get the baby when 

Mr Loxas opened the front door, still holding the 

child, and refused to come out, police said 

Officer Peters fired his scope-equipped police rifle 

as Mr Loxas leaned over and reached back into the 

house, authorities said. The baby was not hurt and 

police said Officer Peters was trying to save its life. 

Mr Loxas wasn’t armed when shot, but the loaded 

handgun he was allegedly brandishing earlier was 

found tucked into a couch feet away and a loaded 

shotgun was also discovered nearby, police said. 

An Arizona Republic list confirmed by police said 

Officer Peters's first shooting was in 2002, when he 

was one of three SWAT officers who wounded a man 

during a standoff in a domestic violence case.  

Between 2003 and 2010, he was involved in five 

fatal shootings. In some, he acted alone. In others, 

fellow officers also fired. The Maricopa County 

Attorney's Office ruled them all justifiable 

Officer Peters even received the department's 

medal of valour for killing a man who was holding a 

grocery store worker hostage at gunpoint. But police 

did a review of all of the shootings in 2010 

Nothing indicated there was any sort of issue with 

his training or assignments that would be causing 

this,’ Sergeant Clark said. ‘You take each individual 

case. His reaction was within policy.’ 

This time, the department will examine the same 

questions again, in an investigation the chief said will 

probably take weeks. The findings will then be turned 

over to the county attorney. 

Mike Rains, of San Francisco, California is a 

lawyer who represented officers involved in hundreds 

of shootings in the past 30 years. He said any officer 

with so many shootings deserves extra scrutiny. 

‘Seven shootings is a hell of a lot,’ Mr Rains said, 

arguing that Officer Peters is either very aggressive in 

taking calls that end up requiring him to shoot or he is 

quicker on the trigger than he should be. 

Maria Haberfeld, a professor at the John Jay 

College of Criminal Justice in Manhattan, New York, 

said the four shootings he was in as a member of the 

SWAT team should be taken out of the equation. 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/regional/s_782241.html
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This is because SWAT officers are the ones most 

likely to use deadly force. But the three remaining 

shootings are still higher than the average of a couple 

of times, Dr Haberfeld said. 

‘Because of his background in SWAT, he would 

have a predisposition maybe, maybe, to use his gun in 

a more assertive manner than his colleagues,’ Dr 

Haberfeld added.  

But she noted the shootings were ruled justified, 

suggesting he is ‘a true professional’. She added: ‘So I 

don't see so much the concern that the public should 

have or the department should have.’ 

The story of Officer Peters has been compared to 

the 1971 film Dirty Harry, starring Clint Eastwood as 

police inspector Harry Callahan - a San Francisco cop 

who has little regard for the rules. 

JAMES PETERS FATALLY SHOT MAN IN 

2006... AND CITY PAID OUT $75,000 

Not everyone agrees that Officer Peters always acts 

appropriately. Jason Leonard, a lawyer in Fort Myers, 

Florida, represented the family of a man killed in 2006 

by him and another officer. 

He is worried the city backs Officer Peters even 

when his actions are questionable. ‘My concern is that 

he seems to shoot first and ask questions later and has 

been supported in this policy,’ he said.  

'My concern is that he seems to shoot first and ask 

questions later and has been supported in this policy' 

Jason Leonard, lawyer 

‘I don't think he's going after innocent citizens,’ Mr 

Leonard added. ‘However, if you find yourself in a 

precarious situation, he seems to err on the side of 

escalating the violence.’ 

Kevin Hutchings got into a fight with a friend in 

August 2006, then left and drove to his house in 

nearby Mesa. Officers had the friend call Mr 

Hutchings at his house, and police went there, Mr 

Leonard said. 

While Mr Hutchings was talking on the phone, 

police cut the power to flush him out. Mr Hutchings 

came outside with a gun to investigate. Police said he 

shot at officers and they shot back.  

Mr Leonard said cops never announced their 

arrival. The family accepted a $75,000 city payout 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-

2102730/Arizona-cop-James-Peters-shot-killed-

unarmed-grandfather-involved-FIVE-previous-fatal-

shootings.html#ixzz1n1WiZqsh 

 

12-02-17 ICE agent wounded in California 

federal building is high-ranking official 

LONG BEACH, Calif. — A man wounded in a 

shooting at a federal building in Long Beach, Calif., is 

a high-ranking Immigration and Customs 

Enforcement official, according to a law enforcement 

official who spoke to The Associated Press on 

condition of anonymity because of a lack of 

authorization to release information. 

The source said an agent who was killed was a 

subordinate who did not report directly to the higher-

level official at the office of ICE Homeland Security 

Investigations. 

A third agent intervened and shot the gunman to 

prevent more rounds being fired at the victim, the FBI 

said. 

The gunman died at the scene and the wounded 

agent was hospitalized at St. Mary Medical Center. 

ICE Special Agent in Charge Claude Arnold would 

only say he was stable. 

St. Mary’s hospital trauma director James Murray 

told KCAL-TV that the injured agent had multiple 

gunshot wounds, but he didn’t give details. The 

victim’s vital signs were “good for now,” Murray 

said. 

The names of the dead gunman, the victim and the 

agent who fired the final rounds were not released. 

The shooting happened just before 6 p.m. Thursday 

on the seventh floor of the Glenn M. Anderson 

Federal Building in Long Beach, about 20 miles south 

of downtown Los Angeles. 

It was described by the FBI’s Steven Martinez as a 

case of “workplace violence involving two federal 

agents in their office space.” He offered no other 

details about what led to the initial shooting 

However, a person familiar with the case told The 

Associated Press on Friday that the shooting was over 

a disciplinary matter. The person, who didn’t 

elaborate, requested anonymity because the 

investigation is ongoing. 

The Los Angeles Times, citing multiple law 

enforcement sources, reported Friday that the initial 

shots were fired by an agent at his supervisor during 

an unspecified dispute. 

“Another agent, working nearby, intervened and 

fired his weapon to prevent additional rounds being 

fired at the victim,” said Martinez, the assistant 

director in charge of the FBI’s Los Angeles office. 

There were conflicting early reports about the 

number of people shot, with local authorities saying 
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two were dead and one wounded, while ICE said one 

was dead and one wounded. 

The Long Beach federal building houses ICE, the 

Internal Revenue Service and the U.S. Probation and 

Parole Office. 

“At times like this, words honestly seem 

inadequate. When something like this happens in our 

offices, it’s incomprehensible,” Arnold said. 

Along with the FBI, the shooting was being 

investigated by ICE’s Office of Professional 

Responsibility and Long Beach police. 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/ap-

source-ice-agent-wounded-in-california-federal-

building-is-high-ranking-

official/2012/02/17/gIQAiWtyJR_story.html?tid=pm_

national_pop 

 

12-02-17 'Now it's my turn': Greenbrae man, 

90, testifies about shootout with suspect 

When a residential burglar fired a gun at Jay Leone 

last month, he was initially too angry to realize he had 

been shot in the head, he testified Friday. 

"To tell you the truth, I never felt a thing," said 

Leone, 90, of Greenbrae. "I said, 'F—- you, you son of 

a bitch, now it's my turn.'" 

Whereupon he shot five bullets at the suspect from 

his .38-caliber Smith & Wesson snubnose revolver, 

hitting the burglar three times in the abdomen. A 

scuffle ensued between the wounded men. 

"Then he took the gun and put it to my head — 

click!" said Leone, who knew there were no bullets 

left in the gun. "And that was the end of that. He ran 

away." 

Leone testified at the preliminary hearing of the 

suspect, Samuel Joseph Cutrufelli, who is charged 

with attempted murder, burglary, robbery and firearms 

offenses by a felon. After the hearing, Judge Paul 

Haakenson will decide whether there is sufficient 

evidence to hold a trial. 

The shooting occurred at about 10:45 a.m. Jan. 3 at 

Leone's home on Via La Cumbre. Police said 

Cutrufelli entered the home, detained Leone at 

gunpoint and searched the residence for property. 

After the gunbattle, Leone called 911 from his 

house, and Cutrufelli called 911 after stopping his car 

just over the San Rafael border. Cutrufelli, a 30-year-

old Novato resident, said he had shot himself and 

needed medical attention, according to Twin Cities 

police. 

Leone testified energetically, despite having been 

shot in the face just weeks ago. With his head shaved 

and a bandage on his left cheek, he described how the 

bullet entered his jaw area and exited the back of his 

neck, avoiding a fatal wound but eventually leading to 

a jaw infection, pneumonia and a breathing tube.  

Under questioning from prosecutor Dorothy Chou 

Proudfoot, Leone described how the burglar entered 

his home, held a gun to his head and said there was a 

"contract out" on him. 

"I said, 'How could there be a contract out on me?'" 

Leone said. "He said, 'I understand you're the guy 

with all the expensive cars.'" 

While Leone had collected 1970s-era cars in the 

past, he had only a 1996 Mitsubishi and a 2005 Ford 

in his garage at the time. Then the burglar led him at 

gunpoint to the bedroom, which he allegedly 

ransacked for valuables while Leone sat on the bed. 

Leone said he concocted a plan: He said he needed 

to use the bathroom, which is where his five guns 

were hidden. When the burglar refused, Leone pulled 

his pants down and said he would defecate on the 

spot. 

The burglar let him leave for the bathroom but 

would not let him close the door, Leone said. 

"I said, 'Do you like to watch people take a s—-?'" 

Leone testified. The burglar let him close the door, 

and Leone went for his Smith & Wesson snubnose. 

Cutrufelli spent nine days at Marin General 

Hospital before he was well enough to be booked into 

jail. His public defender, Kathleen Boyle, has filed a 

motion to dismiss the charges, saying Cutrufelli was 

denied access to a lawyer while he was in the hospital, 

and the crime scene was contaminated in the interim. 

The motion to dismiss is scheduled to be heard by 

Judge Andrew Sweet on March 15. 

Outside the courtroom, Leone, a fitness buff and 

former member of the sheriff's air patrol, said he 

would like to go another round with Cutrufelli, 

perhaps in a classic duel at three paces. 

"The doctor says I'm healing well," Leone said. 

"He said, 'For some reason, it didn't kill you.'" 

http://www.marinij.com/novato/ci_19991503 

 

12-02-16 Jones guilty in N. Versailles killing 

A 21-year-old North Versailles Township man has 

been found guilty of murdering his ex-girlfriend. 

Allegheny County Court of Common Pleas Judge 

Donald E. Machen on Wednesday morning found 
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Jaquan Jones guilty of third-degree murder in the 

slaying of 19-year-old Parris Harris. 

"The judge heard the facts of the case and rendered 

what he thought was a fair and just verdict," Jones' 

defense attorney William Brennan said. "It was a 

tragic case. When you combine jealousy, youth, 

alcohol and access to a gun, the results are tragic." 

Jones did not take the stand in his own defense. 

The families of both Harris and Jones declined 

comment after the non-jury murder trial that lasted 

less than a day-and-a-half. 

Assistant District Attorney Christopher Avetta was 

asking for a first-degree murder conviction. He also 

declined comment after the trial. 

Jones fatally shot Harris, 19, of North Versailles 

Township, Sept. 10, 2010, at approximately 11 p.m. in 

her Rolling Woods Building No. 1 apartment. 

Numerous witnesses testified Tuesday that Harris 

and Jones dated for a month before she ended the 

relationship Sept. 8, 2010. Jones then showed up at 

Harris' apartment Sept. 10, 2010, and began firing 

shots at the windows, with one striking Harris in her 

right eye, killing her. Numerous people were in Harris' 

apartment at the time of the shooting, including her 

then 3-year-old son Shon Taylor II and his father 

Shon Taylor. 

Dr. Timothy Gorrill, of the Allegheny County 

Medical Examiner's office, testified Wednesday 

Harris had a gunshot wound to the right eye that 

perforated the right side of her brain. He said the 

cause of death was a gunshot wound to the head. 

Avetta stipulated toxicology results indicated 

Harris had a blood alcohol level of .028. Jones also 

had been drinking Sept. 10, 2010, according to 

testimony Tuesday by Harris' mother, Yolanda 

Lowery. 

In his closing argument, Brennan said Jones had no 

intention of killing anyone. 

"Certainly, this was not an attempt to take a life," 

he said. 

Avetta countered that Jones knew Harris was in the 

window and fired a gun four times at her apartment. 

"You have a number of shots fired into an 

apartment with the knowledge that numerous people 

are in there," he said. "You could have hit or killed 

anyone." 

Another gunshot fired from Jones shattered the 

window of a woman in the apartment complex's 

Building No. 2. 

Brennan called Mark Samuels and Jennie Mason 

Wednesday as character witnesses for Jones. 

Both said Jones has a reputation for peacefulness 

and nonviolence. 

Machen also ruled Jones guilty of discharge of a 

firearm into an occupied structure, carrying a firearm 

without a license and eight counts of recklessly 

endangering another person. 

Jones was found not guilty of attempted homicide 

and aggravated assault. 

Machen requested Jones undergo a psychiatric 

evaluation before his sentencing. 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/dailynewsmckees

port/s_781911.html 

 

12-02-16 People's Board hosts debate on gun 

laws 

This is an opinion of the Daily News People's 

Editorial Board, a group of 10 citizens who gather to 

debate hot topics in the city. To weigh in, go to 

www.philly.com/blogs/peb. 

Rashi Anderson should have turned 18 today. But 

he didn't get the chance. A few weeks ago, this 

promising young man was gunned down a block from 

his house in East Germantown. There is no known 

motive, and no arrests have been made. 

We are 46 days into the new year, and 48 people 

have already been killed. That puts our homicide rate 

10 percent above this time last year and higher even 

than in 2007, when the city had almost 400 homicides. 

For the Daily News People's Board, this violence is 

not something happening in some other neighborhood, 

to other people. It has touched many of us personally. 

But we knew going in that this was going to be a 

tough issue. Debates about guns usually fall into one 

of two sides: strict pro-gun or strong gun-control. A 

middle ground is hard to reach. Obviously, given that 

gun-related homicides remain a problem, the old 

arguments have gotten us nowhere. We started this 

conversation by asking the question: Can we reduce 

the violence in Philadelphia by changing gun laws? If 

so, what changes would help? 

We invited two speakers: Bryan Miller, of Heeding 

God's Call, a gun-violence-prevention group; and 

National Rifle Association board member Bob Viden 

Sr., owner of Bob's Little Sport Shop, in Glassboro 

(video below!). 

Miller says that gun laws make a difference. New 

Jersey has stricter gun laws than Pennsylvania, 

including one that limits gun purchasers to one 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/dailynewsmckeesport/s_781911.html
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handgun a month. He believes that is why our 

neighbors in New Jersey have less gun violence than 

we do in Pennsylvania. 

Viden says that gun laws target primarily legal 

buyers and sellers, who don't generally commit the 

types of gun crimes ravaging Philadelphia. He 

believes that Philly's problem is that there are too 

many people on the street with felony convictions and 

that they should be in jail. 

This is a divisive issue, and our discussion 

reflected that. So have our conclusions. Instead of a 

consensus, we offer our individual responses to the 

question about what changes in gun laws might help: 

Tom Sexton: There is no need for further firearm 

laws in Philadelphia. The problem in Philadelphia is 

recidivism. We should (1) keep criminals in jail who 

commit crimes with firearms, and (2) allow all 

citizens to protect themselves with right-to-carry laws. 

As long as we focus on an object, the firearm, and not 

the person pulling the trigger, the violence in 

Philadelphia will continue. 

Kermit Newkirk: We need to stop worrying about 

Second Amendment rights, and worry instead about 

the right to life of many young people in this city. The 

slight inconvenience of reasonable regulations, such 

as one-gun-a-month, is a tiny price to pay for getting 

even a few illegal guns off the street if it means saving 

a young person's life. 

Betty Turner: Let's make sure gun laws are being 

enforced, arrests made and convictions upheld. 

Charles Herndon: Straw purchasers should not be 

able to hide behind claims that their guns were lost or 

stolen. Let's have statewide required reporting of lost 

or stolen guns, and if you don't report that your gun 

has gone missing, you can be subject to a punishment. 

Michael Kubacki: We must try to get emotion out 

of our gun debates by demanding hard data and 

rigorous analysis on measures that have been enacted 

elsewhere. If they have worked, fine; but if not, we 

must shun demagogues who insist on enacting laws 

(like one-gun- a-month, for example) that may sound 

good but have zero effect on gun crime. 

Glenn Kutler: Identify criminals' points of access 

to guns and tighten the regulations around them. One 

point of access may be private citizens who purchase 

multiple guns at a time, then turn around and sell them 

on the street. Limiting purchases to one handgun a 

month at shops within a 10-mile buffer zone around 

Philadelphia would prevent this.  

Angela Pote: Public-service announcements should 

warn the public that if you get caught committing a 

gun crime, you'll be caught and convicted - and face 

serious consequences. But I do not think that changing 

or adding gun laws will help stem Philadelphia's 

violence. 

Jamira Burley: Pass the Fix Gun Checks Act, 

which would help close two loopholes in the 

background-check system that make it possible for 

dangerous people like Jared Lee Loughner (the 

Tucson shooter of Gabrielle Giffords) to buy a gun. It 

would increase penalties for states and federal 

agencies that fail to enter records on prohibited 

purchasers into the National Instant Background 

Check System, known as (NICS). These are people 

who are already prohibited from buying guns, but can 

still pass a background check. It would also require 

that all gun sales, including those by private sellers, be 

subject to a background check.  

We do have one point of consensus: Philadelphia's 

future is in peril if a good kid like Rashi Anderson can 

be killed on the street here for no reason. This has to 

stop. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/blogs/our-

money/Peoples-Board-hosts-debate-on-gun-laws.html 

 

12-02-16 NRA applauds Pa. bill that would 

allow it to sue over local gun-control laws 

HARRISBURG - A bill fast-tracking through the 

General Assembly aims to send a tough message to 

local governments in Pennsylvania: Pass gun-control 

measures at your own financial peril. 

The legislation would penalize municipalities - 

including Philadelphia and 29 others - that have 

enacted laws to curb illegal gun sales by requiring 

them to pay damages and penalties to plaintiffs who 

challenge those laws in the courts. 

The bill is being applauded by the National Rifle 

Association and condemned by such local officials as 

Lancaster's mayor and Philadelphia's district attorney. 

The proposal, which would expand the rights of the 

NRA and other interest groups to sue municipalities, 

easily passed the Republican-controlled House 

Judiciary Committee last week within days of its 

introduction and without hearings. It could go to a full 

House vote as soon as March; its fate in the Senate is 

unclear. 

Under the bill, plaintiffs who challenge local gun-

control ordinances could seek reimbursement for 

double their actual damages, attorney fees and costs, 

http://www.philly.com/philly/blogs/our-money/Peoples-Board-hosts-debate-on-gun-laws.html
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even if the municipality repealed the ordinance before 

a ruling is made in the case. 

A court also might impose a $5,000 penalty and the 

plaintiff could seek triple damages, in addition to 

costs and attorney fees, if a judge found the 

municipality violated the state preemption law. 

Boroughs, townships, and cities across the state, 

including at least nine in Southeastern Pennsylvania, 

began enacting local ordinances aimed at cracking 

down on illegal gun trafficking in 2008 after the 

General Assembly did not act on a statewide measure 

to crack down on so-called straw purchases of guns. 

The ordinances in Pittsburgh and Philadelphia have 

stood up to legal challenge. Six cases heard by state 

courts, including one that went to the state Supreme 

Court, found that plaintiffs - including individuals and 

the NRA - did not have standing to sue. 

The bill addresses that issue by granting such 

standing to any "aggrieved party" belonging to a gun 

rights group - or as the bill puts it, to any 

"membership organization . . . that is dedicated in 

whole or in part to protecting the legal, civil, or 

constitutional rights of its membership." 

Supporters of the measure say the local ordinances 

violate existing state preemption law, which bars 

localities from enacting their own firearms laws. 

"I don't care what the court thinks, the court 

overstepped its bounds," said Rep. Daryl Metcalfe (R., 

Butler), the bill's lead sponsor. "Municipalities should 

not be allowed to represent the people by violating the 

law." 

On the other hand, said Philadelphia District 

Attorney Seth Williams, local governments should not 

be penalized for trying to find ways to control gun 

violence. 

"Subjecting them to heavy monetary damages 

when resources are already scarce is unnecessary," 

Williams said. 

John Hohenwarter, the NRA's Pennsylvania 

lobbyist, said the debate is not whether the laws have 

any effect on crime, but whether the ordinances in 

question are contrary to state law. 

"I hope that municipalities recognize they will be 

held accountable," said Hohenwarter. "Maybe they 

end up removing the ordinances on their own." 

Max Nacheman, director of the gun-control 

advocacy group CeasefirePA, contended that the bill 

supporters are wrong about laws already on the books. 

"State law preempts local regulation of lawful use, 

ownership, possession, transfer, or transportation of 

firearms," Nacheman said. "When a gun is lost or 

stolen, the lawful owner no longer possesses it, and 

the person who does does not possess it lawfully." 

The local ordinances in question, which have been 

supported by state groups representing district 

attorneys and chiefs of police, address straw 

purchasing of guns by making it mandatory to report 

lost and stolen firearms. 

A straw purchaser is someone with a clean record 

who buys guns for felons forbidden from owning 

them. When the guns are retrieved by police after a 

crime, the straw purchaser claims the weapon was lost 

or stolen, so police are unable to file charges against 

the purchaser. 

Under Philadelphia's ordinance, enacted in 2008, a 

person who does not report a lost or stolen firearm 

within 24 hours faces fines of up to $2,000 and 90 

days in jail. 

Philadelphia police recover thousands of firearms 

each year, many of which turn out to be lost or stolen. 

In 2010, the last year for which police had data 

available, they recovered more than 4,000 guns, but 

only 64 were reported lost or stolen. 

Lt. Ray Evers of the Philadelphia Police 

Department's Public Affairs Unit said no one had yet 

been prosecuted for failing to report a gun lost or 

stolen. But he added that that was not the sole purpose 

of the law. 

"Having it as an offense is more to make people 

aware of the issues surrounding stolen firearms," 

Evers said. "We just want people to report it in a 

timely fashion. It can save people a lot of 

aggravation." 

A lost or stolen gun could turn up at the scene of an 

armed robbery or a shooting, he said. "If you lose 

your gun, it should give you peace of mind to report 

it." 

Leaders of communities with similar mandatory-

reporting ordinances say the Metcalfe bill, if enacted, 

could all but bankrupt them if they were forced to 

defend themselves in court, or could frighten 

communities into scrapping laws altogether. 

"It's really disheartening," said Lancaster Mayor 

Rick Gray, who said he has attended more funerals of 

gun-violence victims then he cares to remember. "It 

will encourage frivolous lawsuits against 

communities, and taxpayers will pick up the burden." 

Rep. Todd Stephens (R., Montgomery) voted for 

the bill in the Judiciary Committee and represents the 



Borough of Ambler - which passed a resolution 

supporting a state mandatory reporting law. 

Stephens, a former federal prosecutor, said he 

believed that enacting mandatory reporting was both 

illegal and a waste of police resources in cases where 

straw buyers file bogus reports. "Just because the 

municipalities were not successful in changing the law 

[at the state level] doesn't mean they should violate 

it," he said. 

Gray, the Lancaster mayor who was a criminal 

defense lawyer for many years, said the only reason 

anyone would object to the law is to "give 

lawbreakers an excuse to break it." 

He also warned of the bill's costs for cities such as 

his. 

"We have a responsibility to safety to residents and 

responsibility for fiscal soundness," he said. "As long 

as we're holding municipalities accountable, I would 

add that gun owners should be held accountable for 

their responsibility when they possess a deadly 

weapon." 

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/politics/state/20

120216_NRA_applauds_Pa__bill_that_would_allow_

it_to_sue_over_local_gun-

control_laws.html?viewAll=y 

 

12-02-15 Pa. bill preventing local gun 

crackdowns would be travesty 

In 2008, when the General Assembly voted on a 

modest antiviolence bill most Pennsylvanians support, 

the 128-75 defeat confirmed that in this state, the 

lobbying muscle of the NRA trumps common sense 

and constituent safety. 

Pacifists and hunters agree that requiring gun 

owners to alert police when a weapon is lost or stolen 

makes financial sense and could protect innocents 

from harm. Why? Because guns are valuable and 

many crimes are committed with weapons purchased 

legally, then handed off or resold to evildoers. 

When crime guns are traced, the straw purchasers 

feign ignorance, claiming they just noticed the 

weapon was missing. If the legal buyer faced the 

threat of fines, the logic goes, she might think twice 

about arming friends who have criminal records. 

Furious at lawmakers who killed the lost-and-

stolen bill, city officials began taking small steps to 

protect their own. By 2009, nine cities - including 

Philadelphia, Lancaster, Reading, Pottsville, and 

Allentown - passed lost-and-stolen ordinances. To 

date, 30 brave towns have. 

The legislature took notice and vowed revenge. 

Any day now, the House will vote on a bill granting 

the NRA the standing to sue towns that pass local gun 

laws. 

So tax dollars are funding legislation seemingly 

written by, and for, an interest group with the sole 

goal of launching costly court cases?  

Lancaster Mayor Rick Gray has never seen 

anything quite like it. 

"Rather than devoting attention to property taxes or 

economic problems, the General Assembly is 

encouraging frivolous lawsuits to promote a political 

agenda," he said. "They're trying to bludgeon us." 

Making cities pay 

Pennsylvania gun laws are a sick joke. Any state 

that happily sells buyers unlimited weapons on 

demand is a state where politicians fear the wrath of 

the NRA more than the loss of their own lives. 

Every attempt at commonsense legislation dies a 

bloody death. In 2010, outgoing Gov. Ed Rendell 

dubbed his eight-year quest to make the state safer "an 

abject failure, a lost cause." 

Legislators want to have it both ways: They refuse 

to protect citizens, but they'll be damned if they allow 

cities to do it for them. 

Butler County Republican Daryl Metcalfe calls his 

bill the "Private Firearm Ownership Protection Act," 

as if he's urging collectors to sign a state registry. If 

only. 

The bill (HB 1523) would penalize any city, 

suburb, or burg that "illegally adopts a local firearm 

ordinance." And it grants legal standing to sue to a 

group "dedicated in whole or in part to protecting the 

legal, civil or constitutional rights of its membership." 

Translation: The NRA, rebuffed until now by 

Pennsylvania courts. 

Metcalfe and his 70 (!) cosponsors want to make 

recalcitrant communities pay for their crimes by 

saddling them with legal fees and damages even if 

towns scrap their laws. (Nine cosponsors represent 

areas in the crosshairs. Wonder how that's going over 

at home.)  

"The financial effect of this bill could be 

devastating to local governments," the advocacy 

group CeaseFirePA wrote in an analysis. 

"There is nothing stopping every gun owner in a 

city from suing the city - each with his or her own 

attorneys, all running up the legal meter - and cities 

could have to pay all of these costs." 

When guns go missing  
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Lest anyone think the issue much ado about 

nothing, I close with this fresh bit of relevancy: 

On Tuesday, the Brady Center to Prevent Gun 

Violence released ATF data showing that 

Pennsylvania ranks first (worst) in the nation for 

having the most guns go "missing" from dealers. 

Between 2008 and 2010, more than 6,000 firearms 

somehow disappeared from licensed Pennsylvania 

gun shops.  

Missing guns are "virtually untraceable," the Brady 

Center notes, and are thus "prized by criminals."  

No wonder "corrupt gun dealers also attempt to 

disguise illegal off-the-book sales by claiming" - wait 

for it - "that the firearms were lost or stolen." 

http://www.philly.com/philly/columnists/monica_y

ant_kinney/20120215_Monica_Yant_Kinney__Pa__b

ill_preventing_local_gun_crackdowns_would_be_trav

esty.html?c=0.5627341850427328&posted=y&viewA

ll=y#comments 

 

12-02-15 New Port Richey man beaten 

unconscious 

NEW PORT RICHEY, Florida -- The search 

continues for three men accused of beating up a New 

Port Richey man man so violently that a portion of his 

skull had to be removed due to the swelling in his 

brain. He remains unconscious in the hospital. 

Detectives with the Pasco County Sheriff's Office 

say 31-year-old Thomas Flanigan was attacked on 

Super Bowl Sunday after pulling into his driveway 

near the corner of Latimer Street and Beacon Hill 

Drive. 

Flanigan's girlfriend says the beating was all 

because he refused to race them. 

His mother broke down into tears and said, "He's 

just lying there and moving very little. I wish this 

wouldn't happen at all to anybody."  

But what exactly happened to Flanigan remains a 

mystery. 

It all started after a trip to a Winghouse restaurant 

in New Port Richey on Super Bowl  

Sunday. Flanigan and his girlfriend were headed 

home. They were driving south on U.S. 19 around 

11:30 p.m. when they stopped at a stoplight. 

Melissa MacArthur says a white Ford Expedition 

with three men inside pulled up next to them. She 

says, "There were three of them kind of yelling back 

and forth. 'Do you want to race?' Revving their 

engines." 

MacArthur says her boyfriend told them he wasn't 

interested, but she says the men in the SUV wouldn't 

let up. "They were obviously out looking for some 

kind of trouble, so I told him not to come to the house, 

but he must have thought the house was the safest 

place to go." 

Flanigan parked the Mustang they were in and 

MacArthur says she went inside. Minutes later, a man 

found Flanigan's body at the end of their block. 

His mother says, "They think that there was an 

altercation, that the three guys beat him up." 

Flanigan remains in the hospital in critical 

condition. His mother says he doesn't have medical 

insurance. 

The vehicle that the Pasco County Sheriff's Office 

is searching for is a White Ford Expedition with rims 

and tinted windows. The brake lights are custom. 

Three white males were inside and two of them were 

blonde. If you have any information you are urged to 

call the Pasco County Sheriff's Office at (727)847-

5878. 

http://www.wtsp.com/news/topstories/article/2386

69/250/New-Port-Richey-man-beaten-unconscious- 

 

12-02-15 Man arrested in killing of neighbor in 

dispute over dog waste 

A 27-year-old man was arrested this morning and 

charged with shooting and killing a neighbor over dog 

droppings Tuesday afternoon in Tacony. 

Police said Tyrirk Harris fired his 9mm pistol at 

least six times, killing Franklin Manuel Santana, 47. 

Both men lived just doors apart on the 6500 block 

of Torresdale Avenue. 

Neighbors said Harris allowed his Chihuahua and a 

German shepherd to defecate on lawns on the street 

and did not clean up after his pets. 

Sometime after 4 p.m. Tuesday, Santana 

confronted Harris over the dog droppings, police said. 

"I seen them arguing, then from there a little 

scuffle," said neighbor Miguel Rivera, 37, who was 

walking by at the time. "Then I heard the shots." 

Santana fell wounded with at least two gunshot 

wounds to his neck and several others throughout his 

body, Police Chief Inspector Scott Small said at the 

scene. Medics pronounced him dead at the scene at 

4:25 p.m. 

"Any type of argument or fight that's gonna lead to 

gunfire is a terrible thing," Small said. 

A red Valentine's heart decorated the door above 

where Santana fell mortally wounded, an eerie 
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reminder of the loved ones left behind by the city's 

48th homicide victim of the year. 

Neighbors said he and his wife had recently moved 

onto the block and had a 2-month-old baby. 

"I can't believe it," said neighbor Patricia Batista, 

58, shaking her head. "To take somebody's life over 

that." 

After the slaying, neighbors gathered on porches 

and in the street, looking on as investigators combed 

the scene. 

Harris' girlfriend, tears streaming down her face, 

alternately knelt with her head against a wrought-iron 

railing and paced a neighbor's porch. 

She declined to comment, but neighbors and police 

sources said Harris was a former school police officer. 

He was charged with murder and firearms 

violations, indicating the permit for the weapon was 

no longer valid. 

"It's kind of ridiculous that a person has to lose his 

life over a dog," Rivera said. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/breaking/20120

215_Man_arrested_in_killing_of_neighbor_in_disput

e_over_dog_waste.html 

 

12-02-14 Police: Dispute over dog leaves 1 dead 

in Philly 

PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Police say a dispute 

between northeastern Philadelphia neighbors about a 

dog erupted into gunfire, leaving one man dead. 

Officer Tanya Little, a police spokeswoman, says a 

46-year-old man went to a neighbor's home in the 

Tacony section of the city to complain about a dog 

shortly after 4 p.m. Tuesday. 

Little says the 27-year-old resident had a license to 

carry a firearm and had the gun in a holster as the two 

talked on the front porch. 

She says the younger man told officers that the 

other man grabbed the gun, and as the two struggled 

over the weapon, it discharged several times. 

The 46-year-old man was pronounced dead at the 

scene. His name has not been released. No charges 

have been filed in the case. 

http://www.pennlive.com/newsflash/index.ssf/story

/police-dispute-over-dog-leaves-1-dead-in-

philly/e9615c7aabe5474ba7810c9cc33e2a28 

 

12-02-14 South Florida mom beaten, raped as 

newborn lay beside her, police say 

CORAL SPRINGS, Fla. – Police say a South 

Florida mother managed to call 911 as a would-be 

burglar raped, beat and choked her while her newborn 

baby lay beside her on the bed. 

Coral Springs police say dispatchers heard the 

assault taking place Sunday night after the 25-year-old 

woman called 911 on her cell phone. Police set up a 

perimeter around the South Florida neighborhood and 

arrested 19-year-old Gary L. Holmes. 

The woman tried to call police after the intruder 

managed to enter the home through a sliding door, but 

the phone was hit away while the dispatcher was on 

the phone, WSVN.com reported. The dispatcher 

reportedly could hear the struggle. 

The call was traced to the woman’s home, the 

report said. 

"The communications center received a second 

phone call a couple minutes later from a female 

occupant saying that somebody had broken in to her 

house, and that she was sexually assaulted; the suspect 

was running out of her house,” Coral Springs Police 

Sgt. Dave Kirkland said, according to WSVN. 

Minutes later, multiple law enforcement agencies 

responded to the call and, after receiving a description 

of the suspect, confronted Holmes in front of another 

house, the station reported. 

A witness to Holmes’ arrest said he was holding 

the knife to his neck, screaming “Bleep the police,” 

the station reported. 

The baby, just a week old, was not harmed, the 

report said. 

Authorities say Holmes faces multiple felony 

charges and is being held without bond in the 

Broward County Jail. 

The Miami Herald reports Holmes walked through 

an open door and demanded valuables from the 

woman. 

http://www.foxnews.com/us/2012/02/14/south-

florida-mom-beaten-raped-by-1-year-

old/?intcmp=obinsite#ixzz1mvilim8E 

 

12-02-14 New Details Released in Marine's 

Death 

Described by friends as a devout Christian and 

mentor to his fellow Marines, Manuel Loggins was 

shot and killed during a confrontation with deputies 

on Feb. 7 

A Camp Pendleton-based Marine who was shot by 

Orange County Sheriff’s deputies in front of his 

daughters was acting oddly before the shooting the 

deputies’ union said Tuesday. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/breaking/20120215_Man_arrested_in_killing_of_neighbor_in_dispute_over_dog_waste.html
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As the district attorney’s office continues its 

investigation, the Association of Orange County 

Deputy Sheriffs released information about interviews 

conducted after the deadly confrontation. 

Sgt. Manuel Loggins, Jr., described by friends as a 

devout Christian and mentor to his fellow Marines, 

was shot and killed during a confrontation with 

deputies outside a high school in Orange County Feb. 

7. 

The association said a deputy saw Loggins plow a 

car through a gate at San Clemente High School then 

walk away. 

His daughters, ages 9 and 14, could be heard 

screaming in the SUV, and when approached by 

sheriff's personnel reported their father had been 

acting oddly, the statement said. 

Meanwhile, it said, Loggins – who was not in 

military uniform -- could be heard in a nearby field 

yelling irrational statements. 

When Loggins returned, he allegedly ignored 

warnings by deputies not to start the SUV. 

A deputy shot him, fearing for the children's safety, 

the statement said. 

The deputy involved is a 15-year veteran of the 

department who previously served four years with the 

Marines, the union said. His name has not been 

released. 

Loggins regularly took early morning prayer walks 

at the high school track with his family, according to 

his supervisor Maj. Christopher Cox. 

Loggins' wife usually went with him to the track 

but stopped going because she is nearly nine months 

pregnant. The couple also has a toddler, according to 

Cox. 

The Orange County Sheriff's Department did not 

initially report that the girls spoke to deputies before 

the shooting. 

The department previously said the girls were in 

the SUV when their father was shot to death but did 

not mention their comments to authorities. 

Loggins, of Joliet, Ill., enlisted in the Marine Corps 

in 1998. He received multiple medals and 

commendations from the military and had no 

deployments to Iraq or Afghanistan. 

 

12-02-14 A bill to shoot down local gun 

measures moves 

Evidence that the state Legislature is a wholly 

owned subsidiary of the National Rifle Association 

comes in many forms. The latest is House Bill 1523, 

which is bad in many ways. 

A rare setback for the NRA in this state has been 

the passage of municipal laws on lost or stolen 

handguns. Law enforcement groups favor such laws 

as a way to combat so-called "straw purchases," in 

which criminals barred from buying guns get them 

from third parties who will say they are lost or stolen 

if police subsequently find the guns were used in 

committing a crime. 

State law reserves for itself the right to regulate 

firearms, but "lost or stolen" laws don't deprive people 

of their right to own a gun. The laws merely insist that 

a missing gun be reported within a reasonable time of 

the owner learning it has gone -- a responsibility that 

an owner should meet anyway. 

As a testament to the value of such laws to local 

officials, 30 municipalities including Pittsburgh have 

passed such measures and 18 more have urged the 

state to pass legislation. Unable to countenance any 

reasonable provision on guns, the NRA sued and, 

surprisingly, lost. The state Supreme Court ruled that 

the NRA did not have standing to bring suit. 

HB 1523 now comes to the rescue of the NRA 

while dealing a body blow to local control. The bill 

takes two shots at local lost-or-stolen ordinances. 

First, it threatens municipalities that have passed a 

law -- that is, regulating "the otherwise lawful 

ownership, possession, storage ... " of firearms or 

ammunition -- with lawsuits that can be brought by 

any person "adversely affected." A successful plaintiff 

may be paid triple damages and attorney fees; the 

municipality may have to pay a civil penalty up to 

$5,000. 

Second, who can bring a lawsuit on behalf of a 

person adversely affected? Why, a membership 

organization "dedicated in whole or in part to 

protecting the legal, civil or constitutional rights of its 

membership." Any resemblance to the NRA is purely 

intentional. 

The bill, which has Rep. Daryl Metcalfe, R-

Cranberry, as its prime sponsor, sailed though the 

House Judiciary Committee on the very day that most 

attention was focused on Gov. Tom Corbett's budget 

release. The state House is poised to pass it. Will any 

legislators stand up to this favor being done for the 

NRA? 

http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/12045/1209953-

192.stm#ixzz1mvhwC0ck 
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12-02-14 Cities facing a tough fight on gun 

control 

The gunfight is over, and the cities lost. The 

question is: Do they realize it yet? 

For decades now, large majorities of urbanites - the 

people, the politicians, the interest groups - have 

favored stricter controls on guns, for reasons city 

residents find self-evident. In the last five years in 

Philadelphia, 1,656 people have been slain, and of 

those, more than 1,300 died of gunshot wounds. For 

many city residents, myself included, guns represent a 

plague, not protection. 

From the perspective of bloody Philadelphia, gun-

rights advocates - and their allies in Harrisburg and 

Washington - appear all too willing to tolerate death 

in the city so they can protect the sanctity of the 

Second Amendment in the country. 

Gun owners don't think about the debate in these 

terms, of course. They see gun control as an assault on 

a constitutionally guaranteed right, a classic case of 

government overreach that threatens their ability to 

protect their homes and families. What's more, many 

are convinced gun control actually leads to more 

violence, not less. 

Right or wrong, their arguments are winning. Big. 

Cities would do well to realize that new gun-control 

legislation is, for now at least, a nonstarter, and to 

focus on other crime-fighting strategies. 

Instead, we have New York Mayor Michael 

Bloomberg in a Super Bowl ad calling for 

"commonsense reforms that would save lives," while 

desperately trying to look like a regular guy and not 

some overbearing statist. Bloomberg is chairman of 

Mayors Against Illegal Guns, a group that claims 600 

members, including Mayor Nutter. Personally, I find 

its aims admirable, and given Bloomberg's immense 

personal fortune and political independence, he's well-

suited to the quixotic role of gun-control champion. 

In the short term, though, his agenda has no shot. 

According to an October Gallup poll, only 26 percent 

of Americans favor a handgun ban. More stunning is 

the finding that only 43 percent favored outlawing 

"assault rifles." Good luck, Mayor Bloomberg. 

A couple of decades ago, those polling numbers 

were altogether different. In 1991, 60 percent of 

respondents told Gallup that handguns ought to be 

banned, and 78 percent favored more stringent 

controls. 

What accounts for the huge shift in public opinion? 

Some say people feared President Obama would 

snatch up all the guns, but that doesn't wash. National 

sentiment began turning against more gun control 

before he took office, and the feds have done next to 

nothing to expand gun control since Obama arrived 

(indeed, the Brady Center to Prevent Gun Violence 

has given him "F's" across the board). 

A better explanation for the widening disapproval 

of gun control is that Americans are far less likely to 

be victims of violent crime today than they were two 

decades ago. The national homicide rate has fallen 51 

percent since 1991. Guns are a lot less scary when 

they aren't being used to kill as many people. 

The homicide rate in Philadelphia has dropped over 

that period as well, but the decline hasn't been as steep 

(30 percent) and our rate is still four times as high as 

the national number. Which is another way of saying 

that, in Philadelphia, guns are still completely 

terrifying. 

So I understand why mayors of similarly violent 

cities want more tools to get rid of illegal guns; and 

why 30 Pennsylvania towns, including Philadelphia, 

have (futilely) adopted gun-control ordinances in 

defiance of state law. 

And what did that get them? Pennsylvania House 

Bill 1523, now actively under consideration. If it 

passed in its current form, it would empower lawful 

gun owners and organizations (did somebody say 

NRA?) to sue cities that ignore the state prohibition 

on local gun-control measures. Cities that lose the 

legal fight would be on the hook for a $5,000 civil 

penalty per case, and damages up to triple the cost of 

litigation. 

Mayor Nutter appears to realize that new gun-

control laws are not likely, his membership in Mayors 

Against Illegal Guns notwithstanding. At the rollout 

of his new crime initiative last month, he didn't 

mention new gun-control measures once, instead 

focusing on better using an existing law that allows 

for big jail sentences anytime someone is found on a 

city street with an illegal gun. 

"I've got a state statute right now that can result in 

a sentence of five years. . . . Let's use the tools that we 

have available," Nutter said. "The Lord helps those 

that help themselves." 

Here's hoping. Because Philadelphia needs to 

realize, when it comes to guns, the city won't be 

getting help from anywhere else. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/insights/in_politics/2

0120214_Cities_facing_a_tough_fight_on_gun_contr

ol.html 
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12-02-13 2 Chicago Cops Charged with Theft in 

FBI Sting 

They allegedly stole $5,200 from someone they 

thought was transporting drug money 

Two Chicago police officers were arrested Sunday 

night on federal theft charges alleging they stole 

$5,200 from someone they thought was transporting 

drug money. 

Tactical unit Sgt. Ronald Watts, 48, and tactical 

team officer Kallatt Mohammed, 47, were each 

charged with theft of government funds. 

According to a criminal complaint unsealed 

Monday in U.S. District Court, Mohammed, a 14-year 

police veteran, was driving his personal vehicle on 

Nov. 21 when he allegedly took a bag containing 

$5,200 from an FBI informant in the 2700 block of 

South Vernon. 

The incident was recorded by agents conducting 

surveillance, according to the complaint. 

Watts, an 18-year police veteran, later allegedly 

paid the informant $400 for going along with the theft, 

according to the complaint. 

“Who always takes care of you?” Watts allegedly 

told the informant. 

According to the complaint, they allegedly 

previously told the informant to alert them when 

money was being transported for drug dealers. 

Watts and Mohammed were released on $10,000 

bond after appearing in federal court Monday. A 

status hearing was scheduled for 1:30 p.m. on Feb. 21. 

They face a maximum 10 years in prison and a 

$250,000 fine if convicted.  

http://www.nbcchicago.com/news/local/2-Chicago-

Cops-Charged-with-Theft-in-FBI-Sting-

139233363.html#ixzz1mvh6hFbJ 

 

12-02-13 Check Up: Dealing with crueler bullets 

As an orthopedic trauma surgeon at Temple 

University Hospital, Saqib Rehman sees gunshot 

injuries almost daily. 

The problem is what he can't see. With the growing 

use of hollow-point bullets that expand inside the 

victim, entrance and exit wounds are no longer a 

reliable indicator of internal damage. 

"It requires more careful evaluation of the wounds 

to make sure the patient doesn't require urgent 

surgery," Rehman said. 

For the average person - perhaps even the average 

gun owner - the idea that handguns can cause dire 

wounds is about as surprising as a murder on Law & 

Order. 

But in medicine, gun injuries were assumed to fall 

into two categories. High-powered guns, such as rifles 

and shotguns, cause "high energy" injuries that rip soft 

tissues and muscles as well as bones and organs that 

lie in the bullet's path. Emergency surgery is typically 

needed to remove dead, dying, and contaminated 

tissue, and make repairs. 

In contrast, handguns cause "low energy" injuries 

that are generally treated with simple wound care, 

with or without antibiotics. Typically, the entrance 

wound is not stitched closed. 

But now, Rehman said, "we feel this distinction 

between high- and low-velocity injuries may be 

blurred with hollow point bullets." 

To verify that impression, he and three 

collaborators, including forensic scientist Michael 

Garvey of the Philadelphia Police Department, 

analyzed city ballistics data and gunshot cases from 

Temple's trauma center. With 1,615 gunshot victims 

in the city in 2010 (242 were murders), they had 

plenty of data. 

On Saturday, Rehman presented their review at the 

annual meeting of the American Association of 

Orthopaedic Surgeons. 

Newer ammunition, they found, has become 

"increasingly prevalent," resulting in grislier injuries 

than doctors expect. Still, doctors should not focus on 

figuring out the bullet type, caliber, or weapon 

because even with X-rays and other scans, this 

information is hard to determine. 

Rather, they should look for signs of severe 

trauma, such as exposed bone or unusual swelling. 

"The surgeon should individualize treatment on a 

case-by-case basis and pay close attention to how each 

patient presents," Rehman said. 

And hope for less gun violence. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/health/20120213_Ch

eck_Up__Dealing_with_crueler_bullets.html 

 

12-02-13 Strong-arm robberies spike in 

midtown and uptown Harrisburg 

Ganesh Kharel remembers glancing up at his 

attackers as he lay bleeding on the sidewalk in uptown 

Harrisburg. The punches and kicks rained down on 

him. He screamed for help.  

That was the experience of a 56-year-old refugee 

who left Bhutan six months ago to come to the United 

http://www.nbcchicago.com/news/local/2-Chicago-Cops-Charged-with-Theft-in-FBI-Sting-139233363.html#ixzz1mvh6hFbJ
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States in search of a more promising future for his 

family and himself.  

Now he no longer wants to live in Harrisburg.  

It’s been a rough start to the year in Pennsylvania’s 

capital city. Strong-arm robberies — robberies 

without a weapon — went up significantly in January 

after a year when homicide totals were at the lowest 

levels in a decade, according to Harrisburg police.  

There were 16 such muggings in the city in 

January, compared with nine in December — a 43 

percent increase. Robberies with a weapon decreased 

slightly last month.  

Victims suffered broken jaws, cuts and bruises. No 

arrests have been made in the recent midtown and 

uptown robberies, but three detectives and a 

supervisor are investigating the cases. There’s no 

evidence any of the cases are connected, Harrisburg 

police Lt. Robert Fegan said.  

The robberies appear to be the work of young men, 

likely teenagers who are looking for easy targets. 

Those targets include immigrants, the elderly and 

people walking alone.  

“A group of guys isn’t going to approach someone 

who is 6-foot-4, 250 pounds,” Fegan said. “They pick 

out the weak ones.”  

In response, police have beefed up patrols in the 

affected areas, Fegan said. Some officers will walk the 

streets, and there’s also a dedicated street crimes unit 

that will be focusing on the robberies.  

At least one business has been affected by the 

crime wave.  

Randy Straub, co-owner of the Soup Spot at North 

Third and Herr streets, said revenue drops when 

muggings increase. To offset the shortfall, he’s had to 

lay off employees and cut his staff’s hours.  

Much of his customer base is walk-in traffic, he 

said. The restaurant expanded last year, moving from 

its original take-out-only location a few doors down.  

In addition to the financial effect, an employee and 

a former employee were mugged after leaving the 

eatery in two separate incidents in the last six months.  

The impact of his business has motivated Straub to 

create a midtown crime watch group. So far, Straub 

said he has about 40 people interested in joining.  

“I want it to be safer for people to come and eat 

and safer for my employees to go home,” said Straub, 

a West Shore resident. “It makes me wonder if I chose 

the right location.”  

The muggings have not affected Cribari’s, a new 

Italian restaurant on Reily Street where Jeff Utzman is 

the executive chef.  

But there are several things that contribute to its 

good fortune. The restaurant is in a well-lighted area, 

Harrisburg Area Community College is nearby and 

Midtown Cinema is across the street. With the traffic 

and lighting, it doesn’t appear to be an attractive area 

for thugs, he said.  

Common sense goes a long way in preventing 

being a crime victim, Utzman said.  

“Don’t walk down [a dark] alley,” he said. 

“Always keep your keys in your hands. Don’t leave 

yourself out there like a lame duck.”  

Anyone with information on the robberies can 

contact Harrisburg police Sgt. Thomas Carter at 717-

255-6586 or tccarter@cityofhbg.com.  

http://www.pennlive.com/midstate/index.ssf/2012/

02/strong-arm_robberies_spike_in.html 

 

12-02-10 Towns need their gun laws 

When communities protect themselves from gun-

toting thugs, they should be helped and not have their 

legs figuratively shot out from beneath them, which is 

just what a proposed state law would do. 

Pennsylvania legislators, forever beholden to the 

gun lobby it seems, want to kill lost-or-stolen 

ordinances enacted by a number of Pennsylvania 

towns to help fight illegal gun trafficking. 

The ordinances, passed by 30 communities, require 

lawful gun owners to report it to police when their 

firearms have been lost or stolen. The laws are aimed 

at the "straw buyers" who purchase guns and then 

illegally sell, rent, or give them to criminals who 

couldn't qualify to make the purchases themselves. 

The criminal's prior record is enough to keep him or 

her from legally obtaining a weapon. 

When an illegal gun is used in a crime, the trail 

goes cold as soon as police track a gun to an owner 

who failed to report a missing gun. In the four years 

that Philadelphia has had a lost-or-stolen law, lawful 

owners have responsibly reported 350 guns missing. 

Most homicides in Philadelphia are committed with 

guns, many of which are illegal. 

But Harrisburg lawmakers want to strike these 

ordinances, rather than having the guts, as Lancaster 

Mayor Rick Gray put it, to crack down on straw 

buyers statewide. Gun-lobby-supported legislators 

want to force communities to pay the legal bills for 

anyone challenging the lost-or-stolen gun laws. On 
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Monday, they even added a clause to the bill that 

allows the National Rifle Association standing to sue 

towns. 

Outrageously, if a community doesn't rescind its 

gun ordinance within 30 days after a suit challenging 

the law is filed, the town must pay the challenger's 

court costs - even if the ordinance isn't thrown out by 

a court. If the town takes up to 60 days, the costs 

double. Wait until the case is over, and the costs 

triple. 

So far, the courts have turned back challenges to 

the towns' ordinances, but they have not 

unequivocally upheld the local laws. That could 

expose these towns to severe financial damages if 

their laws are successfully challenged. If lost-or-stolen 

laws are tossed out by the courts, towns should have 

the opportunity to revise the ordinances without 

paying unconscionable, budget-busting costs. 

The NRA-leaning legislature and Gov. Corbett 

must listen to the strong voices of police chiefs and 

district attorneys who say the state should not enable 

those who would arm criminals to prey on 

Pennsylvania's citizens. This bill needs a dirt nap. 

http://www.philly.com/philly/opinion/inquirer/201

20210_Inquirer_Editorial__Towns_need_their_gun_la

ws.html 

 

12-02-10 Carlisle man armed with nunchucks 

tries to start fight while drunk, police say 

A Carlisle man armed with nunchucks was charged 

Friday after he tried to start a fight while drunk, police 

said. 

Anthony Clark, 35, caught the attention of police 

as he walked back to the site of an earlier fight with a 

baseball bat, police said. 

Clark dropped the bat, walked away from police 

and toward a home in the 400 block of North Pitt 

Street and knocked on the door, trying to start a fight 

and threatening to use a firearm, police said.  

Police found Clark to be drunk and in possession of 

a pair of nunchucks, an Asian weapon made up of two 

short clubs usually linked together by a chain, police 

said.  

Clark was arrested and charged with public 

drunkenness, disorderly conduct and possession of 

prohibited offensive weapons, police said.  

http://www.pennlive.com/midstate/index.ssf/2012/

02/carlisle_man_armed_with_nunchu.html 

 

12-02-08 UK Cop chases himself on CCTV 

AN undercover cop "chased" HIMSELF round 

streets for more than 20 minutes after a bungling 

CCTV operator mistook him for a suspect. 

The rookie policeman was staking out a burglary-

hit area when the operator radioed in that he'd seen 

someone acting suspiciously. 

He directed the cop, who works for Sussex Police, 

as he followed the "suspect" on camera — assuring 

the pursuing officer he was "hot on his heels". 

But the operator had not realised the "burglar" he 

was watching was actually the cop himself. And the 

daft one-man chase continued until a sergeant entered 

the CCTV control room and pointed out the operator's 

mistake. 

The blunder, which happened last month, was 

revealed in Police Federation magazine Police this 

week after a senior cop relayed the story to the mag. 

He said: "The operator had the suspect on camera and 

everywhere he saw him the keen PC was on his heels. 

"Then the sergeant pointed out that the CCTV 

operator was unaware he was a plain-clothed police 

officer — thus the PC had been chasing himself." 

Sussex Police said yesterday they were made aware 

of the incident by reading the mag. A spokesman said 

they "had a laugh", but could give no further details. 

http://www.thesun.co.uk/sol/homepage/news/4115

082/Cop-chases-himself-on-CCTV.html 

 

12-02-08 Lancaster mayor fumes over Pa. gun 

bill 

The bill would allow judges to impose triple 

damages against a city over ordinances requiring the 

reporting of a lost or stolen handgun 

Pending legislation in the state House of 

Representatives would allow the National Rifle 

Association to sue Lancaster and 29 other 

Pennsylvania cities. 

The bill, co-sponsored by six of Lancaster County's 

eight House members, would allow judges to impose 

triple damages against a city if a court finds its 

ordinance requiring the reporting of a lost or stolen 

handgun to be illegal. 

"They ought to be ashamed of themselves, to try to 

penalize communities that would regulate illegal guns 

because they don't have the guts to do it themselves," 

Lancaster Mayor Rick Gray said. 

The 30 Pennsylvania cities passed ordinances 

requiring gun owners who discover their handgun has 

been stolen or lost to report that fact to police. The 
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city-level initiative began after the General Assembly 

failed to pass a state law in 2008. 

Lancaster city's ordinance, passed in 2009, requires 

reporting within 72 hours of discovery or owners 

could face fines up to $1,000 or 90 days in jail. 

The intent of the local ordinance is to stem "straw 

purchases" of guns. Straw purchasing occurs when 

someone buys a gun for another person who is 

prohibited from owning one, such as a convicted 

felon. If the firearm then used in a crime, the original 

purchaser might claim the gun was lost or stolen. A 

lost-or-stolen ordinance attempts to hold such people 

accountable. 

The House bill was voted out of the House 

Judiciary Committee Monday without a public 

hearing. It was slated for a vote by the full House on 

Wednesday, but it was tabled as members continued 

debate over Marcellus Shale drilling. 

Max Nacheman, executive director of CeaseFirePa, 

said he expects the bill to return for a vote later this 

week or maybe next week. 

The bill is supported by Reps. Ryan Aument, Tom 

Creighton, Bryan Cutler, Gordon Denlinger, John 

Bear and David Hickernell, all of Lancaster County. 

All were called for comment. 

Denlinger, a Republican whose 99th District 

encompasses the eastern part of the county, said the 

bill is an attempt to apply consistent statewide 

standards to gun laws. 

"The problem is that citizens don't know the laws 

when they drive across municipal boundaries," said 

Denlinger, of Narvon. 

Gray and other opponents argue there should be a 

statewide standard. The 30 cities and towns across the 

state that have enacted ordinances show a broad range 

of support. Another 18 municipalities passed 

resolutions of support for a statewide lost or stolen 

handgun reporting standard. 

Those that are not supporting a law are the outliers, 

they argue. 

Denlinger doesn't agree. 

"If there was a political movement to support the 

mayor's contention, it would come up and be 

supported and that is not the case in the Pennsylvania 

State House," he said. 

Cutler, the Republican whose 100th district 

includes most of the southern part of the county, said 

he believes the proposed legislation is broader than 

just the lost or stolen gun ordinances. 

He said it intends to pre-empt any municipal 

ordinances regulating such things as limits on 

ammunition, the number of guns that can be 

purchased and where guns can be carried. 

"I think there is a lot of potential for inappropriate 

ordinances to be passed that unconstitutionally restrict 

your second amendment right to keep and bear arms," 

Cutler said. 

The only two members of the county's House 

delegation who are not listed as co-sponsors are Scott 

Boyd and Mike Sturla, whose district is based in 

Lancaster city. 

In an amendment to the bill, approved Monday, the 

legislation would grant legal standing to "a 

membership organization … that is dedicated in 

whole or in part to protecting the legal, civil or 

constitutional rights of its membership." 

That language would seem to include the National 

Rifle Association, which has made the protection of 

Second Amendment rights its mission. 

That NRA was unsuccessful in its attempt to 

challenge Pittsburgh's lost-or-stolen ordinance last 

year. The state Supreme Court ruled the group did not 

have legal standing to challenge the city law, 

newspaper records show. 

The National Rifle Association's Pennsylvania 

spokesman was traveling Wednesday afternoon and 

could not be reached for comment, a representative at 

the group's national headquarters said. 

Along with CeaseFirePa, the other organizations 

lining up to oppose the bill include the state 

associations of chiefs of police, district attorneys, 

county commissioners and the League of Cities and 

Municipalities. 

Gray noted the opposition to the measure from the 

state's law enforcement community. 

"Quite frankly, I think it's pathetic that they pander 

to people whose interest is not public safety, but some 

ethereal interest in the right to a gun," the mayor said. 

He condemned the legislators for penalizing cities 

financially rather than responding to the financial 

crisis many Pennsylvania cities are facing. 

The bill would allow someone who successfully 

sues a municipality over a gun ordinance to seek 

reimbursement for double their actual damages, 

attorney fees and costs even if the municipality 

repeals the ordinance before a ruling is made in the 

case. 

If a judge finds the municipality violated the state 

pre-emption law, the court also may impose a $5,000 



penalty and the plaintiff can seek triple damages in 

addition to their costs and attorney fees. 

http://lancasteronline.com/article/local/583955_La

ncaster-mayor-fumes-over-Pa--gun-

bill.html?page=all#ixzz1mvYc3tW7 

 

12-02-07 Masked gunmen rob Muhlenberg 

restaurant 

A group of masked men with guns robbed 

Crossroads Family Restaurant in Muhlenberg 

Township on Monday night, escaping with an 

undisclosed amount of money, officials said. 

A 78-year-old man in the restaurant collapsed 

during the holdup about 10 p.m., but he later regained 

consciousness, according to emergency workers at the 

scene. He was evaluated by an ambulance crew. 

According to Berks County 9-1-1 dispatchers: 

Three masked men armed with shotguns and 

handguns burst into the restaurant at 4643 Pottsville 

Pike from a back entrance. Witnesses said they were 

all wearing black masks. 

They fled a few minutes later. 

Police responded to the business and were still 

investigating late Monday. 

Further details were unavailable. 

http://readingeagle.com/article.aspx?id=363673 

 

12-02-06 Missouri teen describes killing as 

'pretty enjoyable' experience 

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. – A U.S. teenager who 

admitted stabbing, strangling and slitting the throat of 

a young neighbor girl wrote in her journal on the night 

of the killing that it was an "ahmazing" and "pretty 

enjoyable" experience -- then headed off to church 

with a laugh. 

The words written by Alyssa Bustamante were read 

aloud in court Monday as part of a sentencing hearing 

to determine whether she should get life in prison or 

something less for the October 2009 murder of her 

neighbor, 9-year-old Elizabeth Olten, in Missouri. 

Bustamante, 18, sat silently as law enforcement 

officers, attorneys and forensics experts read aloud the 

thoughts she had recorded as a 15-year-old. 

A handwriting expert described how he was able to 

see through the blue ink that Bustamante had used in 

an attempt to cover up her original journal entry on 

the night of Elizabeth's murder. He read the entry 

aloud: 

"I just f------ killed someone. I strangled them and 

slit their throat and stabbed them now they're dead. I 

don't know how to feel atm. It was ahmazing. As soon 

as you get over the 'ohmygawd I can't do this' feeling, 

it's pretty enjoyable. I'm kinda nervous and shaky 

though right now. Kay, I gotta go to church now...lol." 

The journal entry was presented to the judge not 

long after Elizabeth's mother and other relatives 

pleaded with the Cole County judge to impose the 

maximum sentence. Bustamante pleaded guilty to 

second-degree murder and armed criminal action last 

month and faces at most a sentence of life in prison. 

The least she could get is 10 years. 

Elizabeth's mother, Patty Preiss, described her 

daughter as "happy, little girl," when she left her home 

after begging to go play with Bustamante's younger 

sister. 

"So much has been lost at the hands of this evil 

monster," Preiss tearfully said. 

FBI agents seized the journal from Bustamante's 

bedroom during a search of her family's home the day 

after Elizabeth went missing as hundreds of 

volunteers scoured the rural area. 

Elizabeth's body was found concealed under leaves 

in a grave in the woods behind the Bustamante home. 

At a hearing in 2009, Missouri State Highway 

Patrol Sgt. David Rice testified that the teenager told 

him "she wanted to know what it felt like" to kill 

someone. 

Defense attorneys Monday highlighted 

Bustamante's troubled childhood, referring to 

numerous references in her journal describing her 

suicidal feelings and the urge to hurt herself and 

others. 

http://www.foxnews.com/us/2012/02/06/missouri-

teen-describes-killing-as-pretty-enjoyable-

experience/#ixzz1mvjb4nI0 

 

12-02-06 Gunmen targeting delivery drivers 

Pittsburgh police are warning food delivery drivers 

to use caution and be alert after two drivers were 

robbed at gunpoint in as many days on the North Side. 

A driver for Pickles Pizza and Sandwich told 

police on Saturday night that she was held up while 

making a delivery at a home in the 100 block of 

Waldorf Street, which she noticed was dark. 

When she called the occupant to come meet her, a 

man in a hooded sweatshirt emerged, digging through 

his pockets as if searching for cash. A second man 

approached her with a gun and demanded the food 

and cash, police said. 

http://lancasteronline.com/article/local/583955_Lancaster-mayor-fumes-over-Pa--gun-bill.html?page=all#ixzz1mvYc3tW7
http://lancasteronline.com/article/local/583955_Lancaster-mayor-fumes-over-Pa--gun-bill.html?page=all#ixzz1mvYc3tW7
http://lancasteronline.com/article/local/583955_Lancaster-mayor-fumes-over-Pa--gun-bill.html?page=all#ixzz1mvYc3tW7
http://readingeagle.com/article.aspx?id=363673
http://www.foxnews.com/us/2012/02/06/missouri-teen-describes-killing-as-pretty-enjoyable-experience/#ixzz1mvjb4nI0
http://www.foxnews.com/us/2012/02/06/missouri-teen-describes-killing-as-pretty-enjoyable-experience/#ixzz1mvjb4nI0
http://www.foxnews.com/us/2012/02/06/missouri-teen-describes-killing-as-pretty-enjoyable-experience/#ixzz1mvjb4nI0


The delivery driver complied and the men took off 

on Waldorf. 

The driver described the men as between 16 and 18 

years old, both about 6 feet tall and between 165 and 

185 pounds, police said. 

About 10:20 p.m. Sunday, a driver for Mandy's 

Pizza reported he, too, was held at gunpoint in the 

3900 block of Vinceton Street. 

As the first driver did, the second victim called the 

home's occupant to meet him outside and was attacked 

by a pair of gunmen who went through his pockets 

and hit him in the back of the head. 

The robbery squad asks that anyone with 

information call detectives at 412-323-7151. 

http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/12037/1208497-

53.stm#ixzz1mvbiRPJ4 

 

12-02-05 Couple assaults woman, fires gun in 

Fawn Twp. 

York, PA - Pennsylvania State Police arrested a 

man and a woman and charged them with assaulting a 

woman -- during which a handgun was fired into the 

ground -- in Fawn Township last month, according to 

a news release.  

Police said that at 6:39 p.m. on Jan. 23, Justin 

Thomas Orwig, 22, and Ashley Nicole Hart, struck 

another woman about the head and face numerous 

times in the 100 block of Jones Road in Fawn 

Township.  

The woman suffered severe cuts from the assault, 

police said.  

During the assault, a handgun was fired into the 

ground with 10 to 15 feet of the woman, police said.  

Orwig and Hart were charged with aggravated 

assault and numerous additional charges, according to 

court records. They were arrested on Jan. 24, and both 

posted $1,000 bail each the next day, according to 

court documents. 

http://www.ydr.com/crime/ci_19899118 

 

12-02-05 Masked gunman robs Bellevue Beer 

distributor 

A masked gunman robbed the Bellevue Beer 

distributor Saturday night, police said. 

Shortly before 10 p.m., a man wearing a mask 

covering the lower half of his face walked into the 

Ohio River Boulevard business, ordered customers to 

the ground, pointed a gun at the clerk and told him to 

fill a bag with money, Bellevue police said. 

The clerk emptied about $500 into the bag, and the 

gunman left on foot, police said. 

Six people were inside the distributor; no one was 

injured, police said. 

Police hope surveillance cameras will provide a 

clean image of the gunman. 

Masked gunman robs Bellevue Beer distributor - 

Pittsburgh Tribune-Review 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/

pittsburgh/s_780125.html#ixzz1mvjH3h4b 

 

12-02-05 Clerk escapes injury in shooting 

during uptown robbery attempt 

A clerk escaped injury after being shot at by two 

robbers during an attempted robbery on Friday night, 

city police said on Sunday. 

They said that the 49-year-old woman was working 

at King’s Food–Shell Station at 2013 N. Seventh at 

6:45 p.m. Friday when two men in black masks 

covering most of their faces entered the store. Police 

said that the men pointed handguns at her and 

demanded all the money from the register. 

When the woman did not respond, both robbers 

fired their B-B pistols at the wall behind the clerk and 

then ran out, police said. They said that nothing was 

taken and the clerk was not harmed. 

The men were described as black males with light 

complexions, about 5 feet 10 inches tall and wearing 

all black clothing and black masks. 

Anyone with any information on the incident 

should contact Sgt. Thomas Carter at 717-255-6586. 

http://www.pennlive.com/midstate/index.ssf/2012/

02/clerk_escapes_injured_in_shoot.html or email him 

at tccarter@cityofhbg.com 
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They said that the 49-year-old woman was working 
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The men were described as black males with light 

complexions, about 5 feet 10 inches tall and wearing 

all black clothing and black masks. 

Anyone with any information on the incident 

should contact Sgt. Thomas Carter at 717-255-6586 or 

email him at tccarter@cityofhbg.com  

http://www.pennlive.com/midstate/index.ssf/2012/

02/clerk_escapes_injured_in_shoot.html 

 

12-02-03 Handgun ownership rising among 

woman 

Safety concerns among reasons more females are 

hitting gun ranges 

 More women in the Miami Valley are choosing to 

purchase and carry handguns for protection, reflecting 

a national trend, according to a Dayton Daily News 

analysis of permit data, opinion polls and interviews 

with firearm and criminal justice experts.  

More than one in five who have applied to carry 

concealed handguns in Butler, Greene, Miami, 

Montgomery and Warren counties are women, and 

owners of local gun stores and shooting ranges say 

women are increasingly participating in training and 

target practice.  

Although violent crime continues to decline in the 

region, experts said more women are choosing to pack 

heat because it is becoming more culturally 

acceptable, and they are also worried about their 

safety.  

“We are seeing more women and that’s a good 

thing because they are the ones who need it,” said 

John Thyne, principal owner of Peabody Sports in 

Kettering.  

But gun-control advocates say the trend also could 

be linked to fears of losing gun rights and more 

women may buy into the gun-lobby rhetoric that gun 

ownership improves their personal safety.  

Record sales in 2011  

The FBI performed 16.45 million background 

checks for firearm sales in 2011, shattering the 

previous year’s record of 14.41 million checks, 

according to the National Instant Criminal 

Background Check System.  

Background checks do not necessarily lead to gun 

purchases, but most do, and the record checks and 

sales are being fueled in part by the growing number 

of women who are buying firearms, experts said.  

About 23 percent of adult women last fall said they 

personally own a gun, which is up from 13 percent in 

2005, according to Gallup polls.  

Although men are twice as likely to own a gun — 

46 percent do — their numbers have dipped slightly 

from 47 percent in 2005, according to polls.  

The story is the same in the Miami Valley.  

The overall number of concealed-carry licenses 

issued in Montgomery and Warren counties was down 

last year from previous years, but the number of 

women permit holders continues to climb.  

Under Ohio law, concealed-carry permits are not 

public records, but the Dayton Daily News was able to 

obtain data about the number of permits issued by 

gender. However, not all sheriff’s offices could 

produce the same type of information.  

In 2011, women accounted for 459 of the 2,029 

new and renewal concealed-carry permits issued in 

Montgomery County, according to the county 

sheriff’s office.  

The share of permits held by women increased to 

22.6 percent last year from 18.4 percent in 2010. 

Warren County issued 349 active concealed- carry 

licenses to women in 2011, up from 328 in 2009, 

according to the Warren County Sheriff’s Office.  

About one in five concealed-carry permits ever 

issued in Greene and Miami counties were for 

women, according to permit data.  

In 2011, about one in four concealed-carry permit 

applications in Butler County were from women, 

according to Daily News tabulations. Of the 1,623 

conceal and carry permit applications in 2011, 436 

were for females.  

Dana Tackett, president of the Miami Valley 

Shooting Grounds in Vandalia, said between 25 

percent to 30 percent of participants in his facility’s 

concealed-carry classes are women, and the vast 

majority of women purchase handguns, which are 

usually used for self-defense.  

“Here at Miami Valley Shooting Grounds, about 

80 percent of our shooters are handgun shooters, and 

of that, if you ask them why they are shooting, 90 

percent will tell you it’s for protection, self-defense 

and recreation,” Tackett said. “It sucks to be a 

victim.”  

Violent crime is down across the country, but about 

49 percent of the victims of violent crime are women, 

according to the National Crime Victimization 

Survey.  

'A greater sense of security’  

Nancy Newbauer, 64, of Butler Twp., said she 

obtained her concealed-carry permit in 2009. She said 

carrying a gun appealed to her because there is not a 

http://www.pennlive.com/midstate/index.ssf/2012/02/clerk_escapes_injured_in_shoot.html
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police officer on every corner, and women today are 

more independent and cannot rely on other people to 

defend them.  

“I just don’t want to become another statistic,” she 

said. “I feel a greater sense of security since I got my 

concealed-carry — I feel informed, I feel safer and I 

feel I can defend myself.”  

Newbauer said economic and political uncertainty 

is also likely contributing to the surge in gun sales 

among both genders.  

Like Newbauer, many women feel vulnerable to 

crime because they feel physically outmatched by 

men, said Linda Walker, Central Ohio Chair of the 

Buckeye Firearms Association. But Walker said 

possessing a gun changes the situation and gives 

women an advantage. “I think women are becoming 

awakened to the fact that their own self-defense is in 

their own hands, and they can’t wait for a husband, 

boyfriend or police officer to protect them,” Walker 

said. “Women know that when seconds matter, police 

are minutes away.”  

Handguns more acceptable  

But licenses for carrying concealed handguns are 

becoming a mainstream concept for all Americans, 

and it is not surprising that more women are interested 

in carrying because half of the population is female, 

said Philip Mulivor, coordinator of Ohioans for 

Concealed Carry.  

“A lot of women perceive a personal handgun as an 

equalizer, which of course it is — it levels the playing 

field,” he said.  

Women today also are more comfortable with 

firearms, and cultural shifts make it more acceptable 

for women to possess guns, develop shooting skills 

and join gun clubs, said Art Jipson, director of the 

Criminal Justice Studies program at the University of 

Dayton.  

More TV shows, movies and other forms of 

popular entertainment depict female protagonists as 

strong and capable of protecting themselves, and life 

in some degree is imitating art and vice versa.  

“The message we are tending to see in the culture 

is one of empowerment, and you do not need to 

depend upon a family or a male in your life, 

whomever he is, and that you can be just as 

powerful,” Jipson said.  

But Toby Hoover, executive director of the Ohio 

Coalition Against Gun Violence, said gun sales are 

linked to fear, and the gun lobby is very good at 

making people afraid.  

Hoover said she questions whether many of the 

women who obtain conceal carry licenses do so 

simply at the behest of their husbands and partners 

who own guns. She said gun ownership does not 

usually make people safer.  

“It’s very disheartening that even women are 

falling into this category of thinking they are carrying 

around something with them all the time that they are 

ready to use to take someone else’s life,” Hoover said. 

“But the threats on your life are not usually coming 

from strangers.”  

Contact this reporter at (937) 225-0749 or 

cfrolik@DaytonDailyNews.com.  

http://www.daytondailynews.com/news/dayton-

news/handgun-ownership-rising-among-women-

1322829.html 

 

12-01-29 Cops: CD East coach sent threatening 

text to ex-girlfriend; had gun on school property 

The Central Dauphin East High School varsity girls 

basketball coach is accused of sending a threatening 

text message to his ex-girlfriend and having a gun on 

school property, Lower Paxton Twp. police said 

Sunday.  

Rashaud Macon, 33, of Dauphin, was charged with 

one count each of terroristic threats, simple assault by 

physical menace, possession of a weapon on school 

property and carrying a firearm without a license.  

The ex-girlfriend, a school district employee, 

reported the text to police on Thursday, about a week 

after she received the message, Lt. Gary Seefeldt said.  

An investigation revealed Macon had a legally 

obtained firearm in his vehicle, but his permit to have 

a concealed weapon in Dauphin County expired in 

December, Seefeldt said. 

Macon turned himself in to police when he learned 

there was a warrant for his arrest, Seefeldt said. He 

was released in lieu of $25,000 bail.  

The Central Dauphin School Districthas put Macon 

on administrative leave, according to Greg Goldthorp, 

Central Dauphin East athletic director. Goldthorp said 

Charlie Harvey, assistant coach, will coach the team 

for the remainder of the season. 

http://www.pennlive.com/midstate/index.ssf/2012/

01/cops_cd_east_coach_sent_threat.html 
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The right of the citizens to keep and bear arms in defense of themselves and the state shall not be 

questioned. PA Constitution -- Article I, Section 21, Declaration of Rights 

 

A well-regulated militia, being necessary to the security of a free state, the right of the people to keep 

and bear arms, shall not be infringed. U.S. Constitution -- Amendment II 
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